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PROGRESSIVE LECTIONARY 


A Crazy Gracious God 

A Tough Story to Tell 
Baptism of Jesus 

Holy Fear 

Knees Shake, Voices Break 
One Day at a Time 

Renew Life 

Spiritual Grandparents 

The burning bush 
Threatened with Resurrection 
When He Cometh 


PROFILE 
The Likes of Him 
RENEWAL 


A True Church 

Jesus is Here! 

Married for a Wonderful Time 
Sharing The Love 

Strange procedures 


REVIEWS: BOOKS 


A Call for Community 
Disconcerting but Worthwhile 
Intimations of Transcendence 
On His Own Needs 


REVIEWS: SUMMER BOOK CLUB 
A Journey of Recovery 

Prophets in the Pulpit 

Reading Scripture Rightly 

Respectful Attention 

Unexpected Grace 

RESOURCES 

Regional Staff Provide a Helping Hand 
SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTS 


Camp Supplement 
Education Advertising Supplement 
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YOUTH 


A short mission can change your life 

By doing mission you show love, gain trust 

Get involved 

Learning new skills in the traditional BHL fields 

Mission is a partnership 

Mission is as simply as reaching out around you 

Radical Disciples 

Young energized by CY08 take their gifts 
across the county 

Youth of Alberta seek their mission 
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IUCK CONGRAM BUILDS RELATIONSHIPS | MODERATOR LOOKS FORWAR 


Record 


January 2008 


am not a member of the religious right 
am not a fundamentalist. I am an evangelical. 
some of us are very careful about the definition 
of those terms. If you can only work with people 
you agree with, then you have ruled out the entire 
world because no one agrees with you perfectly. 
If you want to make a difference you have to work 


with people you disagree with on different issues, 


but you can disagree without being disagreeable.” 


A feature 
interview with 
Rick Warren 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


\LL TO WORSHIP 


hlove from on high 
in your darkest night 


Christmas Carols, new ones and some classics, written and/or performed 
by Record readers can be heard on www. Dees Dynan egos Ca. 
Thank you to all who participated. And, you're invited 
to start thinking about doing it again later this year. 
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FOR THE 
RECORD 


BELIEF GROWS 
IN COMMUNITY 


Christians need to build relationships. BY DAVID HARRIS 


t one point, as we were working on the 
Av of this issue, we had a photo- 

graph of some worshippers with the 
title The New Evangelicals, referring to a new 
thrust of evangelicalism in the United States 
on social issues, particularly poverty. 

We changed this for a variety of reasons, 
in part because we realized many evangelicals 
would say that concern for social issues has 
always been a part of their tradition. 

Canadian evangelicals might also argue that although 
they have concerns about morality—also echoed in the 
Roman Catholic Church—they have been less preoccupied 
with these than their American counterparts for whom certain 
moral issues, notably abortion and homosexual rights, have 
been a prime political focus in the past two decades. 

But whatever one’s interpretation of scripturally based 
moral living is, no one in today’s free-thinking society is 
likely to be converted simply by running into or being run 
over by dogma. Our children don’t learn right from wrong 
in a book, they learn it from the people around them, 
whether from family or their friends. They learn in commu- 
nity. The question is, which community? 

I was recently asked to participate in a questionnaire by 
a Christian newspaper that wanted to know what I thought 
were the most important issues facing the church today. To 
me, the answer is plain: it’s about building relationships. 

It’s a frequently noted observation that Canadians are 
most friendly with their neighbours in the winter when we 
are all out shovelling snow. I grew up doing that. And it’s a 
start. But relationships need to be deeper than the shovel in 
the snowpile. 

In a country as wealthy as Canada, we are fortunate that 
we have an almost fully employed society. But millions of 
us are in dual-income relationships with children. Urban 
transit is far behind the rapid development of our cities and 
one or both parents join the lemming rush every day. 

Children need to be dropped off and picked up from 
school or daycare. Then there is music, ballet, soccer, hock- 
ey—did anyone pick up the groceries for supper? Supper? 
Who’s home to make it? You’re working late? OK, I’ll make 
supper and put the children to bed. Your supper will be in the 
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fridge when you get home at when, 9? I'll be at 
the computer. 

And so the exhausting merry-go-round spins. 
Sunday rolls around. Will it be a morning of 
family time, perhaps at the cottage or on the 
ski-slopes? Or maybe just lolling around with a 
latte and The New York Times while the children 
play with Lego? Or church? 

If church is in a dark building with tired 
hymns and a we-hope-heaven-knows-what- 
reality-this-is-about-because-we-don’t sermon, the answer 
is easy. It’s even easier if the people judge your busy lifestyle 
with simplistic ideals based on a 1950s concept of family or 
don’t even speak to you. Who wants that? 

Which is perhaps where the “new evangelicals” have a 
lot to teach all Christians. The best of them, as typified by 
the notables in the U.S. such as Rick Warren or Bill Hybels, 
have built their church communities by fostering relation- 
ships. Small groups of a dozen or so people are the essential 
building blocks of the megachurches just as cells build a 
human body or bricks a house. 

Welcoming communities will always be successful. 
Because creating community is the one thing we all crave. 
It’s lonely being just another lemming. And although we 
all know—or desperately hope—there is more to life, it’s 
not easy to find. Yet poll after poll proves that there is a 
keen interest in things spiritual. It’s organized religion, a.k.a 
congregations, that get in the way. 

Rev. Chuck Congram built an amazingly successful 
congregation on the shores of Lake Erie near Windsor. In this 
issue, he offers some salient observations on how churches 
need to change to share the Good News. His first point is “a 
commitment on the part of Christians to build meaningful 
relationships with those who are not believers.” 

I might take it one step back and suggest that churchgoing 
Christians just need to build meaningful relationships—with 
anyone. Belief grows in community. “Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name...” @ 


asd Pome 
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Letters 


letters@presbyterianrecord.ca 


PWS&D = Good Samaritan 
Re A bit annoyed, Letters, November 2007 

Presbyterian World Service & 
Development’s mandate is provided 
by General Assembly to undertake 
development activities, disaster relief 
and educate congregations about 
world-wide needs. In a world with too 
much poverty, injustice and oppres- 
sion, it is our mission to serve people 
according to their need and without 
discrimination. 

Last year was marked by excessive 
flooding and two of the hardest hit 
nations were Pakistan and China. The 
flooding that took place in Asia was 
called “the worst in living memory” 
by the United Nations. In Pakistan 
and India it affected an unbelievable 
45 million people. In southwestern 
China, extensive flooding of the 
southern Yangtze River affected more 
than 54 million people. Rainfall in 
certain areas exceeded records dating 
back over 100 years. PWS&D responded 
by supporting local partners to provide 
food packages, relief kits, tarpaulin 
sheets, access to clean water and other 
essential items for those affected. 

Canadian Presbyterians contribute 
generously to support relief and devel- 
opment efforts through PWS&D. These 
funds are used for development and 
relief efforts to support people to live 
life with dignity and hope despite injus- 
tice, poverty, disaster and conflict. We 
do not undertake this mission alone. 
Through Action by Churches Together, 
the global church community supports 
relief efforts totalling $100 million. 
Our membership and programming 
through the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank and support from the Canadian 


International Development Agency 
allows us to work ecumenically to alle- 
viate hunger and poverty. As Christians 
through word and deed we humbly 
follow in the footsteps of Christ. 

How nations allocate resources 
is an important question to ask and 
unfortunately not one that citizens in 
all countries can decide. On behalf of 
Presbyterians, PWS&D will be at the 
forefront of responding to the needs of 
people who are suffering, regardless of 
the political system or regime they are 
living under. 

KENNETH KIM, DIRECTOR, PWS&D, TORONTO 


Perhaps the letter writer should read 
Luke 10: 25-37. Jesus told the parable 
of the Good Samaritan. When he was 
set upon by robbers and left to die, this 
man was ignored by his own people, 
but the Samaritan looked after him. 
We were told to “go and do likewise.” 
If we ignore the needy people in China 
and Pakistan, we are like the priest and 
levite. I feel that, as Christians, we 
should be prepared to serve anyone in 
the world who needs our help. 

PHYLLIS DAVIS, BEAVERTON, ONT 


Emerging Hope 
Re A Call For Peace in Afghanistan, 
October News 

The Taliban do not want peace; they 
want a complete capitulation of the 
present government and the allies who 
are trying to help establish a peaceful, 
democratic society in that war-torn 
country. Then, when they take over 
again, they can continue to destroy 
icons of other religions, force women 
doctors to stay home and become 
totally dependent upon their spouses, 
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LEGERS 


lee Pontius’ Puddle 


HALE OUR MEMGERS 
CONSIDER THAT 
COMMITTMENT TO BE 
& NON - GINDING 
RESOLUTION, 


THE GOOD NEWS {|S 
THAT OOR ENTIRE 
CHORCH REMAINS 
COMMUTTED TO THE 
CAUSE OF GOOD! 


fathers and brothers for their well- 
being, etc. If you want a terrific perspec- 
tive on how horrible the Taliban are, 
you should read My Forbidden Face, 
Growing Up Under the Taliban: A Young 
Woman’s Story by a then 18-year old 
refugee known as Latifa. 

Living Faithdeals with a Just 
War. I believe that our brave men and 
women of Canada’s Armed forces are 
doing just that over there. Please do 
not insult their efforts by proclaiming 
that we must seek accommodations 
with a terrible, ruthless group such as 
the Taliban! 

J. BEVERLY EWEN, AJAX, ONT. 


I was deeply angered at the quick 
concurrence by the Presbyterian 
Church in the predictable and myopic 
stance of the Canadian Council of 
Churches on our nation’s role in 
Afghanistan. If there will be opportuni- 
ties for involvement in “public conver- 
sations” by individual churches, one 
wishes that the moderator might have 
waited before signing the letter to the 
Prime Minister. Too many of our decent 
countrymen and women have died in 
just causes to so easily negotiate their 
memory with the latest evil to confront 
us. That said, after reading on subse- 
quent pages the sober reflection and 
informed reportage by Andrew Faiz 
(Afghanistan’s Dusty Hope, October) 
on Afghan realities, I finished reading 
an excellent issue with an emerging 
hope. In a time for war, there can also 
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be a time for peace. 
MICHAEL MOORHOUSE, CALGARY 


I would like to express my apprecia- 
tion to Andrew Faiz on his informa- 
tive yet optimistic article. We are so 
accustomed to seeing negative items 
on television or in newspapers on the 
situation in war-torn countries, that it 
is refreshing to realize that all is not in 
vain and that this is where God wants 
us as a country to be. It is also grati- 
fying to have our church and individ- 
uals involved in such situations. Those 
families who have lost loved ones in 
such conflicts need to read more about 
the people and cultures our men and 
women are trying to help. We also need 
to hear more about the involvement of 
our church in following Christ’s teach- 
ings in such scripture as Matthew 25: 
35-36. Thank you for being there. 

DICK ROE, CHATHAM, ONT. 


Fitting remembrance 

The 90th anniversary of the Battle of 
Vimy Ridge is indeed a fitting time to 
remember that along with patriotism 
and courage there was faith on the 
battlefield. It is ironic that the battle 
came a day after Easter; but the greater 
irony lies in the fact that Easter was 
celebrated on both sides of the Ridge. I 
cannot forget a visit to a large Lutheran 
church in Frankfurt where half the 
large west wall was covered with a 
plaque honouring those who died for 
Gott und Vaterland in 1914-18. The 


suffering was shared at Vimy with the 
greater loss of 20,000 casualties falling 
to the Germans. Sir Philip Gibbs, the 
British war reporter, noted almost in 
passing that “the enemy losses were 
frightful, and the scenes behind his 
lines must have been and still (are) 
hideous in slaughter and terror ... It is 
a black day for the German armies and 
for the German women who do not 
yet know what it means to them.” 
JAMES FARRIS, CHARLOTTETOWN 


Grave Sins 
Re A Grave Sin, November 

Your editorial was correct and to 
the point. I have seen Mr Nieuwhof’s 
actions for many years, from attending 
St. Andrew’s in Oro Station, through 
the amalgamation with Guthrie and 
Central, serving on two search commit- 
tees, the Trinity Building Committee, 
both capital fund raising campaigns 
and heading the Tech Team ministry 
while we worshipped at Guthrie Public 
School. I was one who left Trinity not 
long after the doors opened. | got tired 
of the same lectures on money and 
the loud music that included worship 
songs such as If I Had A Million Dollars 
and (I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction. What 
they had to do with worshipping the 
Lord I just didn’t get. 

Our first two services after Mr. 
Nieuwhof and his followers left have 
averaged around 175 in worship plus 
those in kid’s ministry. We have had 
more than 50 volunteers come out to 
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work in the five groups that the interim 
moderators and assessor elders have 
set up. We have a preliminary budget 
for 2008 that we should meet and have 
paid down the outstanding mortgage 
to just over $236,000. 

There are people lined up into 2008 
to lead worship. The Barrie Presbytery 
has put out a call to fill the vacancy 
at Trinity. The congregation at Trinity 
is alive and well, and is serving God, 
reaching out to the community where 
He called us to spread His word and 
tend to His flock. God is blessing us. 
We have no fear of being dissolved. 

ROB WARD, BARRIE, ONT. 


It is always a reason to rejoice when 
one finds a church willing to gladly 
put all its energy and resources to 
outreach. But is not the cost of setting 
up a campus in another area a great 
waste of money, time and energy 
when there are so many churches 
out there that would be glad of help 
in extending the work, especially 
among the youth? To set up a campus 
in another area where other churches 
are labouring is to infer that these 
churches are wrong and that only this 
new mission is right. 

Further, one wonders if there is not 
a problem here with the cult of person- 
ality arising, especially with a charis- 
matic minister? There have been too 
many examples of ministers building 
congregations and churches, only to 
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have the work slowly flounder when 
the minister moves on. 
CHARLES DILTZ, SUNDRIDGE, ONT. 


I am appalled by the way you describe 
Rev. Carey Nieuwhof as abusing his 
authority in the Presbyterian Church. 
I have attended the church for about 
two years now and will continue with 
the new church. My husband and I 
have searched for a church to take our 
kids to that would be appropriate to 
the times. We finally found a church to 
renew our spirits. Our kids talk about 
the church after attending and love 
the leaders that have led them into 
life change. We love the music and the 
way Carey is able to take verses from 
the Bible and put them into everyday 
language and apply it to our everyday 
lives. Finally we have attended a 
church that we talk about all week ... 
even our children talk about it and 
they are ages 11 and seven. Our little 
one even tells her friends about Jesus 
when she attends school. 

What would it matter if the church 
took on different principles than the 
presbytery? If the presbytery didn’t 
share the vision to reach as many 
people to lead them into life change 
then why would it matter if the church 
took on the principles of a new church 
that shared the same views? 

Quite frankly, your article is A 
Grave Sin. 

JENNIFER MINOR 
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Out of the Cold 


We Need 
Your Help 


Evangel Hall Mission renews its 
commitment to the Out of the Cold 
program by providing a safe and 
warm environment for 25 men and 

women who would otherwise spend 
cold winter nights on the street. 


From November to March, 
on Tuesday and Wednesday 
evenings, we transforms our drop 
in centre into a living room with 
low lights, comfortable mattresses 
and warm blankets. 


While we have the facilities for 
this program, we are struggling to 
provide a hot dinner and hearty 
breakfast for our guests. 


Evangel Hall Mission needs 
enthusiastic volunteers who can 
prepare meals in their own 
community and then delivery 
them to the Hall on Tuesday or 
Wednesday evening. 


If cooking is not your cup of tea, 
a donation of $150 will purchase 
dinner and breaktast for one session 
of the Out of the Cold program. 


Your contributions make an 
immediate difference in the lives of 
Our participants. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 
Fax (416) 504-8056 


www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR QO01 
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For more People & Places submissions, please visit our website: 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
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Before they become ministers many 
students at our three colleges work 
at summer charges, as did Peter D. 
MacDonald (middle), of Presbyterian 
College, Montreal, last summer. He 


One hundred and eighty-five years of Presbyterian presence were celebrated last Au- 
gust at St. Luke's, Salt Springs, N.S. Along the way the congregation stopped to give life 
membership certificates to seven people for their service and commitment. Amongst assisted Rev. Adam Lees (left) at St. 


the recipients, from left, Karen MacKay, Rev. Barb Fotheringham, Frank Parker, Sandra Andrew's, Whycocomagh and Little 
McCulloch and Judy Hislop. Narrow’s, N.S. MacDonald got a full 


taste of a minister's life as he parti- 
cipated in funerals, baptisms, com- 
munion, did pastoral care work and 
conducted a very successful Vacation 
Bible School. He’s seen here on his 
last Sunday with his father Rev. Glenn 
Sidney MacDonald, himself a retired 
minister, and a former member of 
Whycocomagh. 


It may not be in the Book of Forms, but 
cutting the retirement cake, as we all 
know, really is the final signing on the dot- 
ted line. And, Rev. Paul Chambers, along 
with his wife Eileen, is ready. Chambers 
is leaving St. Paul's, Kemptville, Ont., and 
Knox, Mountain, Ont. In the background 
you can see tables loaded with goods for 
a children’s project. To learn more about 
that, please visit our website. 
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“Praise the Lord in the deepest valley; Praise the Lord 
on the highest hill; Praise the Lord; Never let your 
voice be still.” (Book of Praise, 466) Alva Irving, left, 
has been a choir member at Westminster, Paisley, 
Ont., for 60 years. She’s never let her voice be still. 
Seen with her are organist Helen Cumming and Rev. 
Shelly Butterfield-Kocis. 


This answers the age-old question: what do retired ministers do? 
Well, ploughing contests, of course! Rev. Ken Innes, Presbytery of 
Winnipeg, placed fifth in the Senior Conventional Plough in Thunder 
Bay, Ont., in September. Photo courtesy Brent Linton, The Thunder Bay 
Chronicle-Journal 


Had cake lately? 


See www.presbyterianrecord.ca for instructions on how to submit 


to People and Places. 
Gordon Leggatt—the tall one in the middle—has been 


an elder at St. Andrew’s, Wingham, Ont., for over 50 years Also on our website: 


and (take a breath) a choir member for 66 years! Merle 
Underwood and Janet Day, directly to his left, and Betty A baby boom at national offices; a youth movement at the Presbytery 


Richardson and Jo English to his right were five mem- _ Of East Toronto; Koreans in Sarnia; memorial book in Hamilton and 


bers honoured for over 200 years of joyful service tothe = much,much more. 
choir. Catherine MacDonald is the lucky choir president. 
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The women of Lakeside, Summerland, B.C., had a gee-whiz idea. They started with a table and a tarp and soon graduated to a mini- 
café where they a) got to know each other, b) developed a Presbyterian presence in the community, c) were able to develop their 

- own sense of ministry in an environment comfortable to them, d) got to know their community better and visit with many tourists, 
and e) raised $3,000 for PWS&D. That's some idea! 


Health and Hope 


The Life and Mission Agency examines the health of the church. By AMY MACLACHLAN 


THE HEALTH of the Presbyterian Church 
was an unofficial theme at the Novem- 
ber meeting of the Life and Mission 
Agency committee, as the convener, 
Rev. Daniel Cho, began the meeting 
with an Arab proverb: “He who has 
health, has hope. He who has hope, 
has everything.” 

“We've been struggling with num- 
bers for a long time,” said Cho. “We 
need to focus on that, but our strate- 
gies should not just be about numbers, 
but about health. What can we do 
to strengthen our roots, our leaders, 
our congregations? If we neglect that 
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aspect, then this is strictly a numbers 
game, and what good is that?” 

LMA general secretary Rev. Rick Fee 
encouraged committee members to 
get young people involved in mission, 
and to go on mission trips themselves, 
noting that their experiences will be a 
valuable resource to the church. “We 
have to be mission-minded and con- 
scious of the decisions we make now 
because it will affect the future.” 

The health of the LMA’s relation- 
ship with the Presbyterian Record was 
also on the agenda. The magazine’s edi- 
tor David Harris was invited for a ques- 


tion and answer that focused primarily 
on the magazine’s advertising policy. 
“We're trying to define how the 
Record fits into the church,” said Rev. 
Terry Hastings of Knox, Stratford. “We 
want to better understand that from 
the perspective of how the editor and 
the board see it, versus how we see it.” 
“Our readers are members of the 
PCC, and we’re telling the story of their 
church primarily, though we talk about 
other faith issues in Canada and inter- 
nationally,” responded Harris. “We’re 
there to serve that market, so, there- 
fore, there is a close relationship.” 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Until 2000, the magazine was 
governed by a standing committee 
of the General Assembly, although it 
was generally understood that it was 
a “hands-off” relationship. In 2000, 
the Record became a separate entity 
when it became a federally incorpo- 
rated not-for-profit. Last year, it also 
became a registered charitable orga- 
nization. It is governed by a board 
of directors, whose membership is 
approved by assembly. 

Committee members had numer- 
ous questions about the Record’s adver- 
tising policy—especially the inclusion 
of polybagged non-PCC catalogues 
like World Vision and Canadian Food 
for the Hungry International. 

Ann Taylor, president of the Atlan- 
tic Mission Society, asked whether this 
resulted in loss of givings to the PCC. 
Harris replied that while no specific 
research on that is available, the evi- 
dence seems to be that more choice 
encourages more giving. (For example, 
charitable donations rose about SO 
per cent for both PWS&D and World 
Vision from 2003 to 2006, according 
to their published annual reports.) 

Besides discussions about the 
Record (including two in camera ses- 
sions with staff), the committee also 
received updates from staff. 

Lori Ransom, healing and recon- 
ciliation animator, reported that her 
department still has “a long way to 
go” in encouraging congregations to 
reach out to aboriginal people. She 
said most of the funding that has 
been distributed for healing and rec- 
onciliation projects has gone to exist- 
ing native ministries. 

The resource production and com- 
munication department noted that 
it will work on a large-scale, coordi- 
nated communication strategy for the 
church in the near future. It is hoped 
that the new website will soon enable 
presbyteries, synods and congregations 
to have their sites linked through the 
PCC website. The process of searching 
for a new communications coordina- 
tor is also underway. 

Canada Ministries reported that the 


church has to look more and more at its 
multicultural ministries, and ask if the 
church is doing its best to welcome them 
into the fold, to help newcomers adapt 
to the PCC’s structures, and to include 
them in events and on committees. 

Herb Gale reported that the 
planned giving office is trade-marking 
the ProVisionaries logo, which is the 
name given to the network of con- 
gregations that have committed to 
planned giving. Twenty-nine congre- 
gations were part of the network as of 
Nov. 2007. 

PWS&D said it is planning on 
applying for more CIDA _ interns, 
and ideally, they want to fill those 
positions with young Presbyterians. 
Interns work with PWS&D partners 


“Our strategies should not just 
be about numbers, but about 
health. What can we do to 
strengthen our roots, our 
leaders, our congregations?” 


around the world. Ken Kim, associate 
secretary, also noted that refugees and 
migrants are a major issue that needs 
continuing study. 

The committee also adopted the 
terms of reference for a new Hun- 
garian advisory committee that will 
advise and consult with Canada and 
International Ministries on issues such 
as translating, determining where 
Hungarian congregations might be 
needed and consulting about grants 
and mission work. The commit- 
tee will be a resource to presbyteries 
when needed. 

Druse Bryan, president of the Wom- 
en’s Missionary Society, said although 
the WMS “has a great history, it does 
have to change and adapt.” She said 
the society is examining how it is 
structured, and how it carries out mis- 
sion. The new president of the Atlantic 
Mission Society, Ann Taylor, reported 
that the AMS’ givings have gone up 
thanks to a new strategy where each 
auxiliary decides where it wants its 
money to go. @ 


Happy New Year from 
19 new residents at 
Anishinabe Place of Hope. 


oger said, “My mom was 
R Aboriginal but | have not 

had any contact for 15 
years. My health has been bad and 
| have had 12 surgeries. This house 
makes me feel good 
because there are 
people here who 
will care about 
each other for who 
we are.” 


Susan said,”| have W I C M 


many years of addiction. This is 

a new beginning and it moves 

my heart that people have come 
together to help us build our com- 
munity. We will make you proud.” 


Linda said, “| have been sexually 
molested and lived on the streets 
in a life of drugs. One day | asked 
Jesus, ‘What can | do to clean up 
my life?’ Then | started coming to 
Anishinabe and now | am going 
back to school.” 


Please help Anishinabe Place 
of Hope and Flora House offer 
meaningful programs to assist 
individuals and families living 
in Winnipeg's inner city. 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 
Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 


P.O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4A7 


Flora House 204-586-5494 


Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 
04-942-8682 
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NEWS 


UN Adopts Rights of 


Indigenous Peoples 


Church disappointed in Canada’s non-compliance. BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


A UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples passed 
in September is “fundamentally flawed 
and lacks clear, practical guidance for 
implementation,” according to Chuck 
Strahl, Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development, and Maxime 
Bernier, Minister of Foreign Affairs in a 
press release. “It also does not recognize 
Canada’s need to balance indigenous 
rights to lands and resources with the 
rights of others.” Canada along with 
the United States, Australia and New 
Zealand declined to sign. 

The declaration focuses on the 
equality and fundamental freedoms of 
all indigenous peoples including “the 
right to unrestricted self-determina- 
tion, collective right to the ownership, 
use and control of lands, territories and 
other natural resources, and the right 
to maintaining and developing their 
own political, religious, cultural and 
educational institutions along with the 
protection of their cultural and intellec- 
tual property.” 

It also highlights the requirement 
for “prior and informed consultation, 
participation and consent in activities 
of any kind that impact on indigenous 
peoples, their property or territories”, 
provides for “fair and mutually accept- 
able procedures to resolve conflicts 
between indigenous peoples and States,” 
and “establishes the requirement for 
fair and adequate compensation for 
violation of the rights recognized in the 
declaration and establishes guarantees 
against ethnocide and genocide.” 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
has been monitoring the declaration’s 
progress (it was approved by the UN 
Human Rights Council in June 2006 
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before coming to the assembly), and 
when Canada balked at the document 
last summer, the church sent a letter to 
the government expressing its disap- 
proval and urging it to adopt the decla- 
ration when it came around again. 
“The decision by the Canadian 
government not to adopt the declara- 
tion is disappointing,” said Stephen 
Allen, associate secretary of Justice 
Ministries, “especially since Canada has 
played such an important role over the 


“Human rights are non-nego- 
tiable. They can’t be given and 
they can’t be taken away” 


years in working with other states and 
non-governmental bodies on various 
drafts of the declaration.” 

The two decades-long process 
involved indigenous groups, human 
rights organizations, and UN member 
states. Though not legally binding, 
the international community formed 
a strong voice by approving the docu- 
ment by a vote of 143-4, with 11 
abstentions. 

Canada’s government has said it 
supports the “spirit and intent” of 
the declaration, but “further negotia- 
tions are necessary in order to achieve 
a text ... that will truly address the 
interests of indigenous and non- 
indigenous peoples in Canada and 
around the world.” 

Ed Bianchi, coordinator of KAIROS’ 
Aboriginal Rights Program, told the 
Record that Canada’s decision to 
actively vote against the document, 
rather than simply abstain as some 
countries did, is especially telling. 


“In essence, Canada’s vote says this 
administration does not understand 
the essence of human rights, or has 
chosen not to uphold them. 

“Human rights are non-negotiable. 
Aboriginal people, as human beings, 
are born with rights. They can’t be 
given and they can’t be taken away. 
This declaration doesn’t create new 
rights—it simply says how they should 
be applied.” 

Stephen Harper’s government has 
noted that since taking office in 2006, 
it has acted on an agenda that is “prac- 
tical, focuses on real results, and has 
led to tangible progress in a range of 
areas including land claims, education, 
housing, child and family services, 
safe drinking water and the extension 
of human rights protection to First 
Nations on reserve.” 

Such assistance is what Bianchi calls 
“program and services’—actions that 
are based on a charity model in reac- 
tion to a problem, rather than honoring 
the rights of Aboriginal peoples and 
ensuring they have the tools to prevent 
problems from happening. 

Bianchi said although the docu- 
ment is not legally binding, Aborig- 
inal groups can use it to advocate for 
their rights, and it will also become 
part of the larger human rights library. 
“Legally, it has no implications for 
Canada. It’s an entirely aspirational 
document. But for Aboriginal people, 
it provides acknowledgement from the 
international community that there is 
an understanding that as people, they 
have rights. 

“This is moving towards a fairer and 
more just world, and Canada’s decision 
is a giant step backwards.” m 
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NEWS 


Healthy Turnout for Trinity 


The work of the church is underway. BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Oro, appears to be on its way 
to rebuilding its congregation. More than 190 adults, along 
with eight volunteers and 50 children, attended the first service 
following the departure of more than 1,000 worshippers to 
former minister Rev. Carey Nieuwhof’s Connexus Community 
Church. Sunday worship is at 10 a.m. led by weekly guest minis- 
ters. A children’s program is provided, a youth program is being 
developed, and small groups should soon be functioning. 

In December the congregation had its first after-worship 
potluck lunch, which was the norm at one of the three original 
churches which amalgamated to form Trinity about a decade 
ago. Givings have also been strong, said Rob Ward, an adherent 


active in the revitalization. Rev. Patrick Voo, the former asso- 
ciate minister, was scheduled to take the Christmas Eve service. 
(The Record went to press before Christmas.) “We are seeking 
His kingdom and He is building His church,” said Ward. 

The greatest immediate challenge is the preparation of a 
budget that will permit the congregation to carry its operating 
costs. The congregation has already paid down its building 
loan, thanks to funds that had been set aside for debt reduc- 
tion, resulting in monthly interest payments that are half what 
they once were. Assembly Council subsequently approved a 
bridging loan of $236,000 to retire the Royal Bank mortgage on 
the building. = 


Minorities 
Forum 


JUSTICE MINISTRIES will host a Forum 
for Ethnic and Racial Minorities in 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada 
on April 4-6 at Crieff Hills Retreat 
Centre, Puslinch, Ont. The theme 
for the event is Change and Diversity 
in the Church, and will feature Rev. 
Paulette Brown, a doctoral candidate 
at Knox College and former minister 
at University Presbyterian, Toronto. 

The forum is a response to a consul- 
tation between Justice Ministries and 
racial and ethnic minority individ- 
uals and congregations. The depart- 
ment was preparing a response to an 
overture from General Assembly that 
requested a policy on racial harass- 
ment for the church. During these 
consultations, it became clear that 
there was a desire for a forum where 
racial and ethnic minorities could 
gather and share experiences and 
ideas, and vision together about what 
it means to be a part of the PCC. 

The deadline for registration is 
March 1. The cost is $150. Please 
contact Katherine Masterton in Justice 
Ministries at kmasterton@presbyte- 
rian.ca for more information. m -AM 


PWS&D Launches 


New Way to Give 


PRESBYTERIAN WORLD SERVICE & 
DEVELOPMENT launched the Loaves 
& Fishes Fund, a planned giving fund 
that enables donors to give equity that 
is invested and used over a seven year 
period. Unveiled in October, the fund 
plays on Jesus’ miracle of the multi- 
plying loaves and fishes, creating 
enough to feed the multitude, with 
plenty left over. 

“This is a major step forward for the 
PCC’s long-term community develop- 
ment work overseas and for our part- 
ners. The Loaves & Fishes Fund allows 
us to commit to long-term efforts that 
address the root causes of poverty, and 
ensures that we can respond to emer- 
gencies wherever they occur,” said 
PWS&D’s director, Kenneth Kim, in a 
press release. 

Gifts to the fund help PWS&D 
commit to long-term development 
projects by providing a steady income 
stream over a seven-year period. One- 
seventh of the gift is used to support 
the work of PWS&D in the year it 


Loaves&Fishes 
“FUND 


is given. The rest is invested by the 
professional fund managers for the 
Trustee Board of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. Over the next six 
years, PWS&D uses the annual interest 
earned from the investment and a 
portion of the original gift to support 
ongoing development and relief work. 
At the end of seven years, the entire 
gift, plus all the income and capital 
gains generated by the investment, is 
used for the work of PWS&D. 

You can invest in the Loaves & 
Fishes Fund through a variety of gifting 
vehicles: a bequest through your will, 
the residue remaining in a trust, RRSPs 
and RRIFs, publicly traded securities, 
real estate, life insurance, charitable 
gift annuities, or special gifts of cash. 
Learn more at www.presbyterian.ca/ 
pwsd under “Donate.” -with files from 
PWS&D 


January 2008 | Presbyterian Record | 3 


Debut 
Album 
Released 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH'S Heather 
Chappell has released her debut CD enti- 
tled The Moon a Bullethole. The album 
was Officially released on Nov. 17 at a 
party at St. Matthew’s United Church 
in Toronto. Chappell, who has been 
working on the album for three years, 
calls the album “a labour of love.” 

Chappell was raised in a musical 
family where instruments and harmo- 
nies were often present around camp- 
fires, the kitchen table, and the back- 
yard barbeque. Her involvement in 
church choirs, high school musicals 
and vocal jazz ensembles brought those 
talents to the stage. 

She describes her music as contem- 
porary folk with Celtic influences. In 
addition to vocals, she plays accordion, 
penny whistle and mission organ, and 
wrote the music and lyrics for all but 
two songs on the album. Her talents 
are rounded out by husband Vincent 
Peets (guitars, bass, mandolin, banjo, 
harmonica), Gerard Sternik (percussion) 
and Brooke Richardson (violin). Chap- 
pell attends Glenview, Toronto, and is 
the program assis- 
tant for Steward- 
ship, and Educa- 
tion for Mission 
at the national 
office. @ —AM 


Yes! | want: to ‘help bring hope and relief to 


people in Darfur, Sudan! 
Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 


Name: 


Address: 


PAE ii ane eed aes payable to ak bose 


, Presbyterian World Service & Development 
: Ne 50 Wynford Or, Toranta ON WG 4J7 * 1-800-619 301 * www. presbylerian.ca/pwsd 
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NEWS 


Money Raised to Help End Hunger Fast 


Steve Bell 


THE CANADIAN FOODGRAINS BANK 
raised about $1,500 thanks to two sold 
out concerts by Christian artist Steve 
Bell. Bell travelled to Ethiopia in 2007 
to learn about CFGB’s work there, and 


The campaign inspires people to 
donate, pray and fast in support 
of CFGB’s efforts to end hunger 
around the world 


returned with a desire to help end 
hunger. As a result, Bell and CFGB 
teamed up to create End Hunger Fast, 
a campaign focusing on food justice 
and how all people are connected. The 
campaign inspires people to donate, 
pray and fast in support of CFGB’s efforts 
to end hunger around the world. 

The concerts were held _ in 
November at Compass Point Church 


in Burlington and featured Bell along 
with the Hamilton Philharmonic 
Orchestra. Much of the music from the 
night was taken from his latest album, 
Symphony Sessions. Concert dates for 
2008 have yet to be confirmed, but 
tentative shows are being researched 
for the West coast, East coast, Ottawa 
and Kitchener-Waterloo areas. 

To learn more about Steve Bell, visit 
www.signpostvillage.com. To learn 
more about End Hunger Fast, visit 
www.endhungerfast.com. m —AM 


PEOPLE MUST recognize God’s 
delight in His creation, a prom- 
inent theologian told an eager 
congregation at St. Andrew and 
St. Paul, Montreal. Lethbridge- 
raised Dr. Norman Wirzba, 
currently chair of the Philosphy 
Department at Kentucky’s 
Georgetown College, said only 
through that recognition can 
we fully see the miracles that 
abound around us everyday with love 
and respect. 

In the wake of the Nobel Peace 
Prize awarded to Al Gore, Wirzba 
brought a theologically grounded 
message of environmentalism to 
the church’s annual October series. 
Gardening, he maintained, teaches us 
the patient attendance of God’s work 
that has disappeared since agribusi- 
ness and urban development took 
over farmlands, and biochemistry 
extended food-supply lines around 


the world. We know neither where 
all that neatly-packaged supermarket 
food comes from nor who produced 
it. Wirzba recommended seeking 
out producers in local communities, 
getting to know them, and under- 
standing the link between the food 
we eat and God’s delight in sharing 
his Creation with us. 

Wirzba is the author of Living The 
Sabbath and The Paradise of God and 
will be contributing to the Record in 
coming months.—Keith Randall 


classified 


Escape Winter on Vancouver Island 
Rancher (3 bdrm/ 2 bath/ family rm/ piano) 
3 acres. Duncan, B.C. (close to Victoria) 

Ph: 1-250-7465288 or Email: hal1150@ 
telus.net $1,200/month ...Feb./March 


Online Course 2008 


Explore the process of discernment, 
the ways we share our faith, and the 
history and nature of spiritual 
mentoring in the Christian tradition. 


Join other ruling elders online! 


Marcu 31 - May 9, 2008 
Instructor: Rev. Dr. Roberta Clare 


Registration Fee: $100 


Www.eldersinstitute.ca 
Tel, 1.8668 (94.8668 
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WORLD NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


lraqi Christians worse off 


ENI—A Baghdad-based Anglican priest 
has declared that Christians are conside- 
rably worse off now than they were during 
the regime of Saddam Hussein, Iraq's 
former dictator. 

“There’s no comparison between Iraq 
now and [under Saddam],” Rev. Canon 
Andrew White said in an interview on the 
CBS newsmagazine 60 Minutes. 

“Things are the most difficult they 
have ever been for Christians, probably 
ever in history,” said White, a British cleric. 

By some estimates there were once 
more than 1 million Christians in Iraq. The 
CBS report states that one-time Christian 
strongholds in Baghdad are virtually 
empty of Christians. 

White said among those killed or 
kidnapped have been leaders of his own 
parish, whose bodies have never been 
found or recovered. As a result of the 
killings, White conducts “underground” 
services for what remains of his congre- 
gation. “When religion goes wrong,” said 
White, “it kills others.” 


HIV/AIDS still a pandemic 


ENI—Faith-based campaigners and 
religious leaders say churches should not 
relax their efforts to deal with the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic despite UN figures showing a 
drop in the number of people worldwide 
living with the virus. 
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“This is not the time for complacency 
or apathy,” said South African Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu in a statement 
to mark World Aids Day on Dec. 1.“It is the 
time for compassionate leadership.” 

Statistics released in November by 
UNAIDS and the World Health Organiza- 
tion have revised the estimated number of 
people living with HIV down from nearly 
40 million to 33.2 million. 

Rev. Hielke Wolters, a director at the 
World Council of Churches, noted that the 
majority of the 33 million people living 
with HIV are believed not to know they 
are HIV positive. 

Wolters added that the rate of 6,800 
new HIV infections every day, particularly 
in low and middle income countries and 
among women and youth, demonstrates 
that urgent and intensive actions are still 
needed. 


Elderly and young 

need each other 

ENI—Europe’s_ largest grouping of 
churches has noted the continent's 
steadily growing proportion of people 
aged more than 65 years old and is calling 
for the rediscovery of “the interdepen- 
dence between generations.” 

The executive committee of the Church 
and Society Commission of the Conference 
of European Churches said in a statement 
that less than three per cent of Europe's 
population was over 65 a generation ago, 
but that by 2050 it could be 20 per cent, 
with only half of the population of working 
age. “Elderly people need the younger 
as the young need the elderly. Above all, 
we wish to underline the strength and 
wisdom given to the elderly by their faith, 
as an encouragement to younger people 
to face the challenges of life, until the end, 
when the time comes to learn to give up in 
gratefulness, peace and hope.” 


Pope proposes meeting 
with Muslims 


ENI—Pope Benedict XVI has responded 
to a letter sent to him and other Christian 
leaders by 138 Muslim scholars, by inviting 
a group of its signatories to meet him and 
the Pontifical Council for Interreligious 
Dialogue. 


The Vatican's response stated in part, 
“Without ignoring or downplaying our 
differences as Christians and Muslims, we 
can and therefore should look to what 
unites us: namely, belief in the one God, 
the provident Creator and universal Judge 
who at the end of time will deal with each 
person according to his or her actions. We 
are all called to commit ourselves totally 
to Him and to obey His sacred will.” 


Christians celebrate 50 
million Chinese Bibles 


ENI—Celebrations were held in China 
in December to mark the production of 
more than 50 million Bibles in the People’s 
Republic by the Amity Printing Company, 
a joint venture between the United Bible 
Societies and the Amity Foundation, 
which is a Chinese Christian agency. The 
Amity Printing Company is the only body 
allowed to print Bibles in mainland China. 

Beijing loosened restrictions on 
Christians in the 1970s following the end 
of the cultural revolution, after the death 
of Mao Zedong,the founder of the People’s 
Republic of China. 

Nevertheless, the Chinese gover- 
nment still tightly controls Christianity in 
the country. 


Canadian on WCC body 


ENI— Anglican theologian Rev. John Saint 
Helier Gibaut, who teaches at a Roman 
Catholic university, is to head a post at the 
World Council of Churches that deals with 
matters of church unity. He will take his 
position as head of the WCC’s Commission 
on Faith and Order in January. 

Gibaut currently teaches theology 
at Saint Paul University in Ottawa, where 
he specializes in liturgical and historical 
theology. Gibaut earned a doctorate in 
theology from Trinity College, Toronto. 

The 120-member WCC commis- 
sion encourages theological dialogue to 
promote church unity. It includes represen- 
tatives of WCC member churches and also 
non-member churches such as the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

“The ongoing challenge is to broaden 
the circles and conversations around Faith 
and Order issues,” the WCC statement 
quoted Gibaut as saying. @ 
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Jesus Good 


The Zeitgeist has spoken, religion is bad. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


ith friends like Bruxy Cavey who needs enemies? 
Wess is a pastor with The Meeting House, a 

non-denominational church in the Toronto area. 
He’s also the author of The End of Religion: Encountering the 
Subversive Spirituality of Jesus. In the preface he writes, “Reli- 
gion uses rules to force our steps, guilt to keep us in line, and 
rituals to remind us of our failure to live up to those rules. 
In doing this, religion adds more weight to those who are 
already burdened with life’s hardships. But Jesus offers us the 
rest we're searching for.” 

Cavey’s message about religion isn’t that far from Chris- 
topher Hitchens’ whose book god is not Great is subtitled, 
How Religion Ruins Everything. Or for that matter, Bishop 
John Shelby Spong, who said in an interview, “Jesus steps 
beyond the boundaries of his religious systems and in one of 
the great quotations attributed to him, he says, that human 
beings were not made to fit into the Sabbath, that Sabbath 
was made to enrich the lives of human beings. I understand 
that to mean that no religious rule is a valid religious rule 
unless it enhances life and so long as we create religious rules 
that diminish human life, which most of them do, then we 
don’t understand what it is we’re talking about.” Ouch! 

A pastor in Colorado Springs, Chris Jackson, has just 
published a book called Loving God When You Don’t Love 
The Church. It’s subtitled, Opening the Door to Healing. 
Double Ouch! 

It is unlikely that either Cavey or Spong would care to 
be seen in company with Hitchens, or vice versa. But, that’s 
the strange thing about the zeitgeist—like two movies about 
volcanoes or about asteroids opening in the same week. 
But this is the water we’re drinking these days, this is the 
popular theme: that organized religion is evil (Hitchens) or 
irrelevant (Cavey) or has long lost its roots (Spong). The 
latter two would replace religion with theological recasting 
of, as Spong calls it, the Jesus Experience. (Hitchens is an 
atheist, though his book, unlike those by Richard Dawkins, 
with whom he’s been unfairly twinned, is more interested 
in damning organized religion than in proving the non- 
existence of God.) 

Bishop Spong has a very smart idea that Christianity lost 
its way early on when it turned first century Jewish customs 
and culture into biographical absolutes. (That there is a hint 


here of The Da Vinci Code and the gnostic gospels craze is 
interesting, and another zeitgeist coincidence.) He sees much 
of the Bible and particularly the Gospels as metaphor—ideas 
about ideas and not meant to be seen literally. I know a few 
people within our denomination who find this compel- 
ling—that there is a true way and it does not exist within 
the 2,000-year history of the religion. (Here too is a zeitgeist 
thing: that somehow western culture got it all wrong; if only 
we were as pure as eastern cultures, or aboriginal cultures. 
(No need to write me about the fallacy of that argument, 
I’m merely your reporter, and, anyways, you’ve heard it a 
thousand times.)) Religion bad, Jesus good. 


“Christian churches accept and love people uncon- 
ditionally.” Seventy-six per cent of pastors agreed; 
40 per cent of churchgoers agreed; 20 per cent of 
people outside the church community agreed 


And it’s a message repeated endlessly—one more 
example: The Barna Group is a pollster in the States which 
focuses on Christianity. Its latest book, unchristian, has 
scads of statistics that draw a sharp line between the insti- 
tutions of Christianity and the message of Christianity. 
One little statistic says a lot to me: Seventy-three per cent 
of those polled over age 42 said they had “made a personal 
commitment to Jesus Christ,” but only 48 per cent of them 
were “absolutely committed to the Christian faith.” In 
the younger group, ages 18-41, the difference was much 
more stark: 65 per cent committed to Christ, 20 per cent 
committed to the faith. 

One last stat to chew on: 1,620 people are polled on 
this statement: “Christian churches accept and love people 
unconditionally.” Seventy-six per cent of pastors agreed; 
40 per cent of churchgoers agreed; 20 per cent of people 
outside the church community agreed. In other words, 
those who work for the institution say its fine; those who 
participate in the institution are guarded in their opinion; 
those who see it from outside are downright critical. 

You can draw your own conclusions. 


Andrew Faiz is the managing editor of the Record. You can reach 
him at mngeditor@presbyterianrecord.ca. 
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] met Warren a year ago at a mission conference for 
university students in St. Louis, Mo. Along with his wife 
Kay, he spoke about the role the North American church 
can play in responding to the HIV/AIDS pandemic in Africa. 
Over three days, I raced after him through downtown St. 
Louis, interviewing him in various settings, including a 
one-on-one conversation and a prolonged interchange 
with another journalist, sitting in on press conferences 
with him, hearing him lead a range of seminars and, in the 
end, joining 20,000 other onlookers at the plenary talk he 
delivered, which included a cameo appearance from Bono 
of the rock band U2. 

On the surface, Warren may line up with the stereo- 
type some people have of a typical megachurch leader. At 
53 years of age, he’s the consum- 
mate baby boomer—relentlessly 
charismatic and casual. He can 
talk and entertain and talk and not 
stop talking for alarming stretches 
of time. He conjures up impressive 
numbers every couple of minutes, 
highlighting his own success and 
promoting his church and _ his 
books. His sense of humour is 
charming, despite the inevitable 
football analogies. He travels the 
world exuding entrepreneurial 
confidence in the importance of 
his particular version of the Chris- 
tian message. 

“There are a lot of people in the 
church and in the whole world who 
disagree on a lot of different things,” says Warren. “That’s 
true. But we do agree on this: we do agree on God's love for 
the world, we do agree that He loves every individual, we 
do agree that the AIDS crisis is a tragedy and that it can be 
prevented, we do agree that God calls us to stand up for the 
vulnerable and weak, to speak for those who have no voice 
or whose voices have been ignored. We have so much we 
need to work on and so much that we could agree on, and 
we are finally realizing that we do agree to a large extent. 
That’s where we need to start. And that may be different 
from what some people understand evangelicalism to be, 
where in the past we tended to start with our disagreements 
and what we’re against. But now we’re looking to build up 
from common ground.” 

And there’s no denying that Rick Warren can build with 
the best of them. In 1979, he moved from Texas with his 
wife, Kay, and their new baby girl to Saddleback Valley in 
southern California to plant a church. He had no particular 
plan for how it was going to happen, but he had learned that 
Orange County was growing faster than any other part of the 
country and that seemed like a good location in which to 
try something new. For weeks he went door to door and met 
people in whatever way he could. He listened to their impres- 
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“We do agree on God’s 
love for the world, 
we do agree that He 
loves every individual, 
we do agree that the 
AIDS crisis is a tragedy 
and that it can 
be prevented” 


sions of church, mostly comments about why they thought 
it was irrelevant to their lives. And, along with Kay, he started 
a small group in the living room of his tiny condominium. 

Three months later, Warren got up to preach his first 
sermon in front of 200 people. He told them to look forward 
to a day when their church would grow to 20,000 people. 
Playing at both prophet and cheerleader, he went further 
and proclaimed to the gathered congregation that this 
megachurch would eventually rise up on 50 acres of land. 
Three years ago, on its 25th anniversary, Saddleback Church 
rented the stadium where the Anaheim Angels play baseball 
and filled it with 50,000 worshippers because its 120-acre 
campus does not have sufficient room to accommodate the 
whole church at one service. 

“Building the church was the 
first challenge,” says Warren, “and 
we did that with small groups. 
Saddleback wouldn’t work without 
our small groups—that’s where 
people get excited about God, 
where church becomes really rele- 
vant for them, that’s where people 
spring into action. But then we were 
given a new vision. We started to 
teach others how to plant churches 
and make them grow. Eventu- 
ally our whole focus came to be 
summed up by this word ‘purpose’ 
and that has taken me through two 
books and a world-wide ministry 
network, training pastors and 
other church leaders, into a much 
more global orientation and a preoccupation with putting 
an end to poverty and AIDS in Africa and throughout the 
world.” Warren has devoted the last three years of his life to 
mobilizing the members of Saddleback Church for the chal- 
lenge of defeating global poverty, in particular the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic in Africa. 

The books, above all, have catapulted Warren into a 
different orbit. Based on his success at Saddleback, he first 
wrote The Purpose Driven Church in 1995. In 2002 came the 
real rocket-launcher: The Purpose Driven Life. Good sales 
were expected, but the results took everyone by surprise, 
except, that is, for Rick Warren. To date, the book has sold 
more than 30 million copies, making it among the best- 
selling works in the history of publishing and making 
Warren very wealthy. 

The genius of The Purpose Driven Life is the way it helps 
people to see their existence as meaningful. It opens readers 
up to something bigger and then tries to lead them to the 
revelation of God in Jesus Christ. That is also Rick Warren’s 
genius. He makes a vital connection to the common longing 
for an experience that transcends life’s frustrations. Still, crit- 
icism has come fast and furious. From accusations that he 
ignores the importance of sin and the need for repentance to 


being dismissed as the purveyor of a simplistic 
pop theology, Warren has been attacked from 
every quarter. But the numbers suggest a 
different version of the story. It may represent 
an inadequate individualistic version of the 
gospel, but The Purpose Driven Life has found 
its way into millions of homes and has clearly 
met a need. 

Warren calls it an “anti-self help book.” In 
its first paragraph, he writes: “It’s not about 
you. The purpose of your life is far greater 
than your own personal fulfillment, your 
peace of mind, or even your happiness. It’s far 
greater than your family, your career, or even 
your wildest dreams and ambitions. If you 
want to know why you were placed on this 
planet, you must begin with God. You were 
born by His purpose and for His purpose.” 

Ironically, when the truckloads of money 
from royalties for The Purpose Driven Life began 
to roll in, Warren had to figure out his own 
purpose, all over again. “I found God’s purpose 
for me in Psalm 72,” he explains. “In that 
psalm, Solomon asks God for more influence 
and power, which seems strange because he 
was already a powerful king. But if you read on 
you see why; it’s so that he can better defend 
the oppressed, better save the children of the 
needy, and more effectively come to the rescue 
of those who are weak and vulnerable. I had 
been given influence but until that time I had 
not seen how I was called to pursue justice. 
There’s so much in the Bible about poverty and 
how God has a heart for the poor and I’d missed 
it all. I was safely insulated in Orange County, 
but then I resolved to change all that.” 

After years spent focused on his own backyard and the 
growth of Saddleback Church and its related ministries, 
Warren set out to transform the North American church and 
through it, the world. “Mostly, the church is known for what 
it’s against rather than what it’s for,” he suggests. “I intend 
to change that. I think we need to be known for what we’re 
for. I’m for the poor, I’m for the sick, I’m for the uneducated, 
and I’m for treating all people with respect and dignity. Let’s 
be known for what we’re for and what we’re doing. Let’s 
reattach the hands and feet to the body of Christ.” 

Warren has put his money where his mouth is and now 
“reverse tithes,” by living on 10 per cent of his income and 
giving away 90 per cent of what he has earned from the 
sales of his books. He and Kay have founded three chari- 
table foundations which channel most of these funds to a 
range of causes around the world. Kay Warren runs Acts of 
Mercy Foundation and he directs the vision of the other two: 
Equipping Leaders and the Global Peace Initiative. When 
AIDS came to their attention as a global tragedy of epic 


Kay and Rick Warren of Saddleback Church, Orange County, Calif. 


proportions, they sat down with leaders of the gay commu- 
nity in California to discuss how they could fight it together, 
at home and overseas. Africa quickly came into focus for the 
work of his Global Peace Initiative and, in particular, the 
Warrens’ contribution to the global effort to defeat AIDS. 

A remarkable opportunity soon presented itself in 
Africa. After Paul Kagame, the president of Rwanda, read 
The Purpose Driven Life he decided to call Warren and ask 
him for help. Soon Warren and Kagame, who was not a 
religious man, were discussing how to turn Rwanda into 
“the first purpose-driven nation.” A Rwandan government 
delegation visited Saddleback Church and, in turn, approxi- 
mately 6,000 Saddleback members, including some world- 
renowned leaders in health care, education, business and 
international development, have travelled to Rwanda for 
various assignments over the past three years. Each one of 
the 2,600 small groups in Saddleback focuses on a particular 
village or town in Rwanda. 

The Global Peace Initiative is ambitious. Warren » 
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outlines its goals by means of the acrostic P.E.A.C.E. No 
surprise there; Warren has few rivals in his ability to spew 
slogans and acronyms at a dizzying pace. P.E.A.C.E. stands 
for: Plant church (or Partner with existing churches); Equip 
servant leaders; Assist the poor; Care for the sick; and Educate 
the next generation. Ultimately, the initiative comes back to 
the local church for Warren. 

“Like everyone, we are daunted by the scope of the 
world’s problems. But we are also confident that the church 
as God’s presence in the world can offer hope like nothing 
else. Only the church is big enough to tackle global poverty. 
No corporation can begin to match its reach. There are 
countless local congregations out there, millions of them. 
You'll find a church everywhere, 
even in places where there’s no 
school, no clinic, no government 
office and no international devel- 
opment agency. The churches 
will distribute what needs to 
get to the people; they will care 
for the people. And they’ll do 
this better when they have well 
trained leaders. That’s where 
church networks and the cause 
of social justice come together. 
It’s a hope that comes from God 
and no merely human effort can 


Warren has put his 
money where his 
mouth is and now 
“reverse tithes,” by 
living on 10 per cent of 
his income and giving 
away 90 per cent of 


advocate for the religious right in Washington. 

Barack Obama, on the other hand, did not belong. As a 
senator for Illinois since 1997, Obama was a staunchly pro- 
choice Democrat. He had distinguished himself as a rising 
political star, but offered no track record that would obvi- 
ously endear him to conservative Christians. 

Warren describes the encounter: “When they [Obama 
and Brownback] were at Saddleback, I said that I want to 
pray for both of you guys and I held hands with both of 
them. I said to them [respectively]: this is the face of compas- 
sionate conservatism and this is the face of compassionate 
liberalism. What I like about both of them is the compas- 
sion part. The compassion part is the Jesus part. The other 
stuff isn’t going to matter in 
heaven. What’s going to matter 
is the compassion. Can we get 
along here? Can we have a little 
civility? Can we not demonize 
each other? We all believe that 
people need to live so let’s work 
together to make that happen. 
Let’s maximize the compassion.” 

Peter Heltzel, a professor of 
theology at New York Seminary, 
identifies Warren as a sign of 
what could be a new consensus 
in North American Christianity. 


match it.” “The nasty divisions of 
Warren surprises a lot of what he has earned another era are fading,” he 
people. Megachurch leaders observes. “Evangelicals are redis- 


are not usually associated with 
innovative attempts to redirect the interests of their privi- 
leged suburban members’ commitment to the pursuit of 
social justice. Evangelical big-shots have more often been 
associated with conservative politics and the culture wars 
surroundings such hot-button issues as abortion and gay 
marriage. But Rick Warren also personifies a new evangeli- 
calism which rejects the assumptions of the religious right. 
“One of the problems in the church today is that evan- 
gelicals are no longer known for good news, they’re known 
as a political force. People always ask me, are you left-wing 
or are you right-wing—and I say that I’m for the whole bird. 
A one-winged bird will fly around in circles. You can’t fly 
with one wing; you have got to have two wings.” Still he 
shows no reticence about divulging his contacts in Wash- 
ington. He is close to George W. Bush and has frequently 
assisted the president as an adviser on issues related to faith 
and church; and yet he simultaneously manages to count 
Hillary Clinton as a good friend. In December 2006, Warren 
invited two prominent politicians to the second annual AIDS 
conference at Saddleback Church. One of them, Republican 
Senator Sam Brownback of Kansas, was a natural fit. Raised 
as a Methodist, Brownback became a “born again” Chris- 
tian before migrating to the Roman Catholic Church in 
2002. For more than 10 years, he has worked as a tireless 
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covering an emphasis on social 
justice which all along had been embedded in their genetic 
code. Liberals are acknowledging the ground-breaking 
work that evangelicals have done over the last 20 years in 
reforming the church and translating the message so that it 
comes across in the native language of the culture around 
it. If Jerry Falwell represented a combative way of being a 
Christian, one that was hostile and defensive towards the 
world around it, Rick Warren is the antidote. He’s the great 
symbol right now of how stereotypes can be overcome and 
people can do the unexpected.” 

Hans Kouwenberg, moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church’s 2007 General Assembly, sees this new evangeli- 
calism as a sign of renewal. “Evangelicals need to learn from 
their mistakes like anyone else. People get tired of certain 
people singing the same song over and over again; you sound 
like you’re a crank. Evangelicals have tried to be strong on 
personal morality, but in some ways they’ve overdone it. It’s a 
welcome development that evangelicals are now saying that 
the church needs to be involved with big issues like poverty, 
global injustice. It goes back to the foundation of the evan- 
gelical tradition which always had justice in view.” 

According to Kouwenberg, “Warren should be seen as a 
pioneer. He was and is at the forefront of North American 
Christianity, saying that we have to do Christianity in > 
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a different way. But, I think Warren over-reached himself 
with Rwanda. He wanted to develop the purpose-driven 
nation. I’ve been to Africa. Anyone who comes from affluent 
North America and who thinks they can dictate terms to 
an African nation has some learning to do. That’s a nation 
that needs to ponder its failure, not think about whether it 
can be purpose-driven, whatever that means. The purpose- 
driven model may work on a personal/individual level, but 
I’m skeptical of Warren’s global ambitions.” 

Rev. Carey Nieuwhof, on the other hand, applauds 
Warren with fewer reservations. “He is a man of great vision 
and he’s obviously able to motivate people like few others. At 
Trinity Community Presbyterian Church [in Oro Township, 
Ont.] we did the 40 days of purpose and studied The Purpose 
Driven Church. We read books together as a leadership team. 
It was a useful exercise; it encouraged us to re-imagine what 
church could be. We do that all the time. We study some of 
the cutting-edge innovators in church leadership. 

“IT wouldn’t necessarily see Warren’s new vision as a shift 
towards the left,” reflects Nieuwhof. “It’s a shift towards 
compassion. Within the evangelical tradition in Christianity, 
people are always returning to their first calling, which is to 
respond to Jesus and to point others to him. That’s the reason 
that evangelicalism should become more compassionate—less 
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concerned with what we know and more concerned 
about the extent to which we truly reflect Jesus.” 

As for Warren, he hopes to embrace it all 
within his mega-congenial bear hug Christianity. 
He talks in animated fashion about the promotion 
of a “coalition of civility.” He says that he’s tired 
of polarization in the church. He wants to bring 
people who may have thought they were enemies 
together to address the greatest needs of our world. 
He suggests that the new evangelicalism should 
shut its mouth more often and seek to be known 
instead for the fruit produced at its hands. 

“Tam not a member of the religious right; Iam 
not a fundamentalist. I am an evangelical. Some 
of us are very careful about the definition of those 
terms; we’re saying that those terms—religious 
right, fundamentalist, and evangelical—are not the 
same. If you can only work with people you agree 
with, then you have ruled out the entire world 
because no one agrees with you perfectly. And so 
if you want to make a difference you have to work 
with people you disagree with on different issues, 
but you can disagree without being disagreeable.” 

Liz Honeyford, pastor at St. Paul’s, Leaskdale, 
Ont., would certainly fall into that category. “In 
the States you can buy The Purpose Driven Life 
everywhere. I was amazed. You see it in conve- 
nience stores, at gas stations, pharmacies, you 
name it. But I wonder about this mass media expe- 
rience. You always have to give something up; you 
seem to lose what really matters. 

“It’s different in Canada. Rick Warren doesn’t come 
across as well here, although I’ve seen his books in many 
places here. But we’re far more cynical and secular and 
private than Americans. Warren is really charismatic, he’s 
the life of the party—but that’s one culture. It’s not as rele- 
vant to our situation. The times I have handed his book out, 
people always say that it really helped them. I would give 
it to new believers or non-believers who are seeking. But I 
wouldn’t leave them to survive on a diet of Rick Warren. 
There’s lots more to hear, to read, to learn.” 

Nieuwhof shares some of the same concerns: “Warren is 
most significant for his great gift of translating the gospel 
into the culture of his day and age in southern California. 
His situation is different from ours. The purpose-driven 
model reflects a modern rather than a post-modern culture. 
Warren did a great job at translating the gospel for rich baby 
boomers. I’m a Gen-Xer and he’s not so much on my wave- 
length. And then there’s another generation coming up 
right behind. It’s not on our terms anymore, if it ever was. 
We find that we’re always needing to learn new languages. 
We have to experiment. We have to be open to change.” @ 


Rev. Alex MacLeod is University and Young Adult Ministries 
worker at Knox, Spadina, Toronto. 
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Building 
Relationship 


Evangelism is about 
risk-taking and self-giving. 
BY CHUCK CONGRAM 


e approached me immedi- 

ately following worship and, 

in a calm but confident way, 
declared that he would never be a 
member of this church because he could 
never believe in Jesus. I often wonder 
why someone that confident about 
what they don’t believe ever bothers 
to show up in church. Subsequent 
conversation with “Brownie” revealed 
he had recently been through a difficult 
marriage breakup and, on the arms of 
some friends, had initially shown up 
at a Friday evening Celebrate Recovery 
event. One of the most memorable and 
joy-filled times of my ministry was the 
Sunday he stood before a congregation 
of 500 and declared his commitment 
to Christ and to service in His church. 
Evangelism—the process of helping an 
individual to find their way from skep- 
ticism and doubt to personal faith in 
Christ—can be seen more clearly when 
there is a face like that of “Brownie” 
attached. In relating his story, we 
come to understand the kinds of 
components which position a church 
for effective ministry in this arena. 


I. Acommitment on the part of 
Christians to build meaningful 
relationships with those who are 
not believers. 

This becomes particularly stra- 
tegic when an individual is experi- 
encing a traumatic life event and, 
often for the first time, is expressing 
a sense that life isn’t working very 
well for them. Other people cannot 


expect to be of practical support and 
encouragement in that kind of situa- 
tion if they have not made a signifi- 
cant investment in the individual’s 
life prior to this time. Brownie didn’t 
show up for the first time with 
strangers or on his own initiative. He 
came with trusted friends. 


II. An entry point which is relevant 
to the needs of those without a faith 
base for their lives. 


EVANGELISM 


During the last several years, our 
congregation has seen significant 
numbers of individuals come to faith 
in Christ either through our Alpha 
program or Celebrate Recovery. The 
former is a well-known introduction 
to the basic tenets of the Christian 
faith and is used effectively by many 
congregations. The latter is intention- 
ally designed for those with “hurts, 
habits and hang-ups,” focusing partic- 
ularly on enabling individuals to » 
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walk through a 12-step program that 
is deeply rooted in Christian princi- 
ples. In his wounded person, Brownie 
needed a safe place where he could 
know and be known. 


If. An invitation to a church 
service where the participants actu- 
ally looked like they were enjoying 
the experience. 

An individual whose life is weighed 


down by personal pain does not need to 
be put in a context where the music is 
funereal, the message is irrelevant and 
laden with theological terminology 
and the people appear overwhelmingly 
bored. All the while that Brownie held 
to his convictions that he could never 
believe in Jesus, he continued to show 
up on Sundays because the aliveness 
appealed to some of the inner parts of 
his life which seemed to have died. 


Our client, Fernie House Child and Youth Services, is focused on modeling and encouraging 
socially acceptable and morally responsible behavior amongst troubled youth. The 
organization seeks the skills of a talented and experienced... 


Executive Director 


to ensure the organization's strategic plan is implemented, the budget balanced and that 
Fernie House functions in a manner respectful of its Mission Statement. 


Your leadership skills are well developed, reflecting 5-10 years of management experience 
working within the context of troubled youth. In addition, the successful candidate 
probably will have a degree in post-graduate studies and the ability to provide motivation 
and leadership to staff that can find themselves under the duress of the environment. 
Your visionary management approach includes a demonstrated instinct to lead with a 
caring heart, a firm hand and an open mind. 


Generally, the Executive Director works to oversee the provision of Child Welfare Services 
and Youth Justice Services, always keeping improvement strategies for services rendered 
at the forefront. Excellent communication skills are a must, as the Executive Director 
liaises not only with employees and community agencies, but with clients and different 
levels of government, plus outside community groups. 


The job entails a continuous learning curve, which the successful candidate will keep 
up with and use to mentor staff. With six facilities located across the GTA, this is a great 
opportunity to make a positive impact on issues applicable to Fernie House residents, 
namely poverty, neglect, addictions, mental health, abuse and behaviours.. 


This critically important position, so integral to the wholeness of a community, offers a 
competitive compensation and benefits package. 


To Apply 


Attention Stephen A. Robinson @ www.robinsonfraser.com 
> Resume Submission 
> Apply to Advertised Position > enter Job# 32507 
> Submit. 


ROBINSONFRASER 
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IV. A deep resolve to walk the 
ongoing journey to Christ-likeness 
with individuals who cross the line 
of faith. 

It would be both foolish and naive 
to try to pretend that life is easy and 
uncomplicated for Brownie these 
days. It is anything but that! Yet he is 
in a context of individuals who openly 
acknowledge their ongoing struggles 
for faithfulness and share his struggles 
without judgment or disdain. 


Rick Warren aptly described most 
Christians when he suggested they 
have a great desire to catch fish, but 
they want them to be pre-cleaned. 
Developing a church with a heart for 
evangelism is no easy task. It is not a 
matter of a session decision. It does 
not result from forming an evangelism 
committee. It will not be empowered 
by a new line in the budget. It will 
arise only when the hearts of individ- 
uals within the congregation develop 
a heart devoted to the calling. Robert 
Quinn, in his great book Building the 
Bridge As You Walk On It, states that 
organizations, in current culture, will 
move either towards deep change or 
slow death. He truly believes those are 
the only two options. Four things are 
identified as characteristic of the slow 
death path. These include the tendency 
to be self-focused, to be internally 
closed (denying the signals which call 
for change), having leadership that is 
consumed by a desire not to offend or 
cut off and having an excess of longing 
for comfort. Any congregation eager 
to embrace the evangelism challenge 
in current culture will require a cadre 
of people eager to develop relation- 
ships of a type rarely known. They 
will be other-focused, risk-taking, 
discomforting, self-giving and often 
formed with people in difficult circum- 
stances. The reward, however, will 
come from seeing a wounded, uncon- 
vinced human being transformed into 
a wholehearted Christ follower. Bring 
on the “Brownies”! 


Rev. Chuck Congram recently retired from 
St. Andrew’s Lakeshore, Tecumseh, Ont. 
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Never, 
Alone 


eople are more than a little 
surprised to find out that I have 
attended church regularly my 
whole life, and presently sit on the 
board at Central, Vancouver, because 
I am one of Canada’s most contro- 
versial and edgy stand-up comedians. 
With CDs entitled Am I Being Insen- 
sitive and At Least There’s Drinking, 
it’s easy to understand why fans and 
colleagues would see this in conflict 
with following the teachings of Christ, 
or even a belief in God. 
“Why do you go to church?” they 


ONE LIFE 


The Biloxi, Mississippi, chapter of the Richard Lett Fan 
Club has its one and only meeting in New York City. 


Ever 


A Canadian comic makes his 
New York debut, with a little help. 


BY RICHARD LETT 


ask incredulously. I usually joke that 
being in my 40s, it’s a pleasure to go 
anywhere where people say to me, “It’s 
so nice to see young people here!” 

I believe most people have been 
in, and felt the presence of, God. My 
faith is not based on wondering if 
God might exist, for | know He does. 
My faith wanes when | lose belief in 
myself, not God. 

was determined to get my New York 
City debut show. I had performed 
stand-up comedy in every pub, club 


Comedian Richard Lett 


or life-threatening situation across 
Canada, but had never performed in 
the birthplace of stand-up, and the 
Holy Mecca for all its practitioners. I 
finished my shows in Montreal and 
took the bus across the border to see 
what | could find. 

I stood in Times Square, on prob- 
ably the most famous intersection 
in the world, neon signs bigger than 
my hometown, June morning sun 
reflecting off infinite towering glass. | 
was alone and took a photo of myself, 
proving to everyone, and myself, > 


January 2008 | Presbyterian Record 2/ 


ONE LIFE 


The author in Times Square. 


that I had made it there. 

I bought a Variety magazine and 
found the comedy section. There 
are more full-time comedy clubs in 
Manhattan than in all of Canada. I 
bought a phone card, stationed myself 
at a phone booth outside Trump 
Towers and started cold calling. 

The policy in general at comedy 
clubs in New York City is that early in 
the week, you can get on the stage if you 
bring friends and family willing to pay 
the cover and a two-drink minimum. 
They are called “Bringers” and they are 
not the most flattering way to achieve 
stage time, but that’s the way it is. The 
higher the status of the club, the more 
people you have to bring. 

Of all the clubs I got through to on 
the phone, Stand-Up New York was the 
most famous. Everybody from Jackie 
Mason to Jerry Seinfeld plays it. Jody, 
the woman who handles the booking at 
Stand-Up New York, tells me that I can 
do a set the following Tuesday if I bring 
10 people. I think of everyone I know 
in New York, and if they each bring one 
person. “How about six?” I ask. 

Jody pauses on the phone and says, 
“Okay, six. But remember, if your people 
don’t show up, not only will you not get 
on, but we won't like you very much.” 
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I thank her emphatically. I start 
hunting down my three friends. It’s 
Thursday. Lots of time. 

Thursday—before Memorial Day 
weekend ... 

Finally Tuesday comes around 
and the city is back up and running. 
My friends, who had assured me they 
would make it, now talk of being 
exhausted and needing to stay in. It 
becomes clear to me by about noon that 
none of my people would be showing. 
“Darling,” one of them say, “no one 
goes out the day after a long weekend.” 
A sense of doom follows me as I wander 
around Hell’s Kitchen and sit in Memo- 
rial Park. I try talking to tourists to tell 
them about my show, but with no free 
tickets or even a flyer, the effort quickly 
proves futile. It’s mid-afternoon, and 
still several hours until my scheduled 
show, but I can think of no way to get 
six people there. I give up and slump 
against my bench. According to my 
subway map, Stand-Up New York is on 
West 57th. What lies between the club 
and me is the most famous park in the 
world. I decide to take a walk. 

Central Park is glorious: endless paths 
of moss and green, lakes upon lakes 
upon lakes, and boulders cropping up, 
an eternal connection to the earth. Situ- 


ated in the middle of the busiest, nois- 
iest city of 14 million people, somehow 
the park absorbs it, and only the breeze 
in the leaves and a distant clip-clop of 
a horse and carriage can be heard. | 
strolled past baseball diamonds, Woody 
Allen sets, paddle wheelers and pretzel 
stands, finding myself a part of it. 

As I walked, an irony struck me. 
“How strange,” I thought (or said, I 
can’t be sure), “to be in such a beautiful 
place and have no one to share it with, 
to be here alone. And then in a voice 
as Clear as mine (and less raspy) I heard 
three words that have kept me going 
through even the harshest of circum- 
stances. He said, “You’re not alone.” 

I smiled. “Right. Of course, how 
could I forget that?” 

I found a boulder, and I climbed up, 
took off my boots and socks, rubbed 
my feet, and prayed. Prayed as hard as 
I ever had. I said, “Lord, don’t worry 
about the show. If this is it, if this is 
where my little jokes have gotten me, 
to be in this beautiful place with You, 
then I am good.” 

Then I took out my notebook 
and looked at my material. Jody said 
I had seven minutes, so I went over 
the jokes. I walked through the park 
and found Stand-Up New York in time 
to watch the end of the show before 
mine. Posted on the marquee was a 
photocopy with a list of names. Mine 
was third. 

Jody walks up. “Richard, where 
are your people? It’s quarter to, they’re 
supposed to be here by now.” 

“T think they’re late.” 

“Well, can you call them?” 

I said, “Sure.” I stepped outside 
with my dead cell phone to my ear, 
pretending to call, pacing and looking 
at my watch. 

Two beautiful blonde girls bound 
out of the dark. “Oh here it is!” one of 
them squeals. 

I said, “Are you here to see the 
comedy?” 

“Yes,” ‘they *spout! ine *uitson, 
jumping up and down excitedly. 

I said, “Are you here to see anyone 
in particular?” 

“No, we're just here to see comedy.” 
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I don’t know if in the history of 
New York comedy and its “bringer 
shows,” this idea has ever been used 
before but I just acted on impulse. | 
said, “Are you sure you're not here to 
see ...” I pointed to my name on the 
sign, “Richard Lett?” 

The girls looked at me, and bit hard. 
Their eyes sparkled with stars. “Are 
you Richard Lett?” I smiled. “Yes, yes. 
We’re here to see Richard Lett!!!” An 
older man followed. The father of the 
two, obvious by his tired but enthusi- 
astic smile, stood behind them. 

I said to him, “Would you mind 
telling them at the box office that 
you're here to see me?” 

He said “Sure, as soon as the rest of 
our people get here.” A cab pulls up, 
and three guys jump out. 


The Biloxi family could care less 
about Chris Rock. They love me; 
they wave at me and give me 
the thumbs up. I even have to 
gesture for them to return their 
attention to the stage 


Jody walks out, and I grin. She says, 
“T knew your peeps would show.” 

Nobody bothered to ask how this 
family from Biloxi, Mississippi, knew 
this comedian from Vancouver, B.C., 
but being the Tuesday night after a 
long weekend, they represented a full 
third of the audience, and that’s all 
that mattered. 

I was sitting at the bar going over my 
notes in my book when Ellen Cleghorn 
from Saturday Night Live came in. She 
had dropped in to do a set, and so a few 
comics got bumped. Not me though, 
I had my people out there. As Ellen’s 
getting ready to go on, she looks over at 
me and beams a smile, pointing at my 
book. “It’s all funny. I can tell.” Wow! 

While Ellen is on, Carolyn Rhea 
shows up. If the backstage wasn’t 
buzzing before, it is now. Jody walks 
around telling some other comics the 
bad news, and then she walks up to me. 
“Carolyn’s talk show got cancelled so 
Carolyn’s probably gonna do about half 
an hour, then you're on for seven.” 


As planned, my material is well 
thought out and smooth on delivery. 
The audience hits for me right away, and 
my Biloxi family are thrilled. My two 
angels sit front and centre, their peals of 
laughter emanating as the room fills up. 
At exactly seven minutes, I close with 
my talking car bit, and my first New 
York audience erupts with an ovation. 
As I cross the floor, I can see a crowd of 
comics gathering by the booth. A kid 
grabs my arm: “Chris Rock is here.” 

And sure enough he is. Before I can 
think about my own set, one of the 
world’s best comics, and a personal 
hero of mine, follows me to the stage 
and does an hour. 

The Biloxi family could care less 
about Chris Rock. They love me; they 
wave at me and give me the thumbs 
up. I even have to gesture for them to 
return their attention to the stage. 

After the show, I stood surrounded 
by my newly acquired fan club (Biloxi 
chapter). Rock walked by. I said, “Good 
set, Chris.” 

He said, “Thanks, you too.” 

The girls scoffed. “You were the 
best!” As Dad bought my CD with a 
crisp American twenty, I explained to 
the girls that Rock had been working on 
new material, and I was doing my “A” 
stuff, but it didn’t matter to them. That 
day wasn’t about Chris Rock for them. 
For them, that day was about Richard 
Lett. A memorial day to be sure. 

As I rode the subway back to Queens, 
I was left with one of those unwipeable 
grins as I considered the events of my 
day. The path from a prayer on a rock, to 
my New York City debut, to credibility 
and purpose, to sharing the stage with 
Chris Rock. And His kind and knowing 
hand in all of it. His Presence not just 
in beautiful parks and churches, but 
late shows at comedy clubs too. 

And that’s why, if you attend a 
Presbyterian church anywhere in 
North America, you might see me 
some Sunday, looking like I don’t quite 
belong. A road comic—on his own. But 
never, ever, alone. m 


Richard Lett’s website is: www.myspace. 
com/funny4money 
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On His | 
Own Needs 


Jabez’ prayer does not reflect our reality. By Joyce GLADWELL 


The Prayer of Jabez 
by Bruce Wilkinson 
Multnomah Publishers 


truce Wilkinson’s promotion of 
B« prayer of Jabez does not sit 

well with me. I have a wormlike 
feeling of unease when I read Wilkin- 
son’s booklets, even before I can name 
what disturbs me. 

Jabez appears in the Old Testament. 
Within a list of genealogies in I Chron- 
icles, he receives special mention as 
one who “called on the God of Israel 
... and God answered his petition.” 

Jabez made requests: that God 
would bless him and enlarge his terri- 
tory and that God’s hand would be 
with him, keeping him from harm and 
free from pain. Wilkinson recommends 
that we do the same, repeating Jabez’ 
prayer phrase by phrase, expanding 
on each request, and claiming various 
blessings for ourselves daily. 

Why would I take exception to 
this exercise of faith, this call to adopt 
a prayer recorded in Scripture and 
honoured by God? 

In his prayer, Jabez is entirely 
focused on his own needs. From time 
to time, so am I. But shall I do so 
repeatedly, exclusively, making Jabez’ 
prayer my daily model? I already have 
a model—the Lord’s Prayer—and here 
the focus is not just on me and what I 
want. Here Jesus places God’s will and 
God’s kingdom before my daily needs. 
Here also I acknowledge that I belong 
to a community of sinners to whom I 
owe forgiveness as I am to be forgiven. 

My problem with praying for me 
first and me only is that I live in a world 
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where images reach me instantly from 
all parts of the globe. These images 
haunt me, and invade my prayers: the 
angular starved bodies from Darfur, 
African children orphaned by AIDS, 
terror and grief in Palestine, streaming 
millions of refugees. What are my needs 
compared to theirs? 

As for territory, the statisticians 
tell me that living in North America, 
I belong to that five per cent of the 
world’s population which consumes up 
to 80 per cent of the world’s resources. 
I have more than my share already. 
The resources I consume come from 
far afield: oil from the Middle East, 
avocadoes from Brazil, mangoes from 
Mexico, my winter coat and my cell 
phone from China. Together with my 
fellow North Americans, my territory is 
enlarged beyond what the planet is able 
to bear. Should I be asking for more? 

I turn the pages on Jabez’ prayer, and 
find other messages from Scripture that 
speak more aptly to my circumstances: 
Be content with such things as you 
have. A person’s life does not consist 
of the abundance of the things she 
possesses. Sell what you have and give 
to the poor. 

Jabez prayed out of the needs and 
limitations of his circumstances: he 
had no social safety net as I have, no 
friendly banking system, no pension 
plan. His best insurance policy was 
expanded territory, and he turned to 
God to grant him this. 

When I cry out with Jabez to be kept 
from harm and pain, I do so knowing 
the measures that surround me to keep 
me safe, and meet my extreme need. 
For Jabez there were no hospitals, no 
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fire stations and no police. Because I 
can draw on these resources, I can add 
thankfulness to my prayers. 

Because I have so much, I am cast 
more in the role of benefactor than 
of supplicant. Can I hear the Jabez 
cries of my global neighbours? Will I 
be God’s answer for them in granting 
their urgent requests? 

What Jabez had was a generous 
helping of faith, and I can learn from 
this. It does not mean that I should 
imitate Jabez’ prayer phrase by phrase. 

What I learn from Jabez’ experience 
is that God is gracious and will join me 
wherever I am in my journey; that God 
is ready and willing to meet my needs, 
and to give me the desires of my heart; 
above all, that God honours me when I 
believe and trust and depend on Him. 

How then shall I pray? Beyond 
Jabez, I learn from Jesus something 
more, a different perspective in praying: 
not to use vain repetition, not to keep 
asking for my personal needs, since my 
heavenly Father knows that I have need 
of these things. I do not even have to 
ask God at all. Instead, I am to seek first 
God’s kingdom and God’s righteous- 
ness, and I am promised that all these 
temporal blessings will be added to me. 

Jabez prayed according to his 
circumstances and according to the 
light he received, and so must I. 


Joyce Gladwell lives in Elmira, Ont. 
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Disconcertin 


but Worthw 


Blood Diamond asks what is precious. BY KATHLEEN KONRAD 


rf | N: oneisarefugee by choice. 
Refugees are forced to flee 
their homes out of fear for 
their lives and liberty.” This quote from 
the Presbyterian World Service and 
Development website summarizes how 
refugees become displaced. 

The movie Blood Diamond portrays 
this plight by providing a graphic 
representation of the atrocities that 
occurred in Sierra Leone in the 1990s. 
The explicit violence and exploitation 
of children are painful to watch, and 
the coarse language is hard on sensi- 
tive ears. However, the very reason 
Blood Diamond is so disconcerting also 
makes it worth watching. It provides 
a glimpse of the ordeal some African 
refugees have had to endure. Many 
innocent victims lost their homes, 


Blood Diamond explores the 
question of what is precious— 
diamonds, family, love, or life itself 


families and even limbs, especially 
hands. Amputation was a common 
sign that the Revolutionary United 
Front had attacked a village. This was 
part of RUF’s strategy to keep civilians 
from voting and to keep them away 
from the valuable diamond fields. 

Blood Diamond explores the ques- 
tion of what is precious—diamonds, 
family, love, or life itself. North Ameri- 
cans consider diamonds precious, but 
are they worth the price of spilling 
innocent blood? 

Unfortunately, it is sometimes diffi- 
cult to tell where diamonds have come 
from since diamonds from war-torn 
zones are often smuggled to a neigh- 


bouring country before 
being falsely certified 
and passed off as legal 
diamonds. They are then 
mixed with legitimately 
mined diamonds, making 
it almost impossible to 
distinguish them. Conflict 
diamonds, also. called 
blood diamonds because 
of the blood shed to get 
them, are not sold with 
tags identifying them as 
such. However, due to 
the growing awareness of 
conflict diamonds and the 
travesties their acquisition 
has caused, some diamond 
retailers now provide 
a guarantee that their 
diamonds are conflict-free. 
The reliability of that guar- 
antee, unfortunately, is debatable. It is 
up to the consumer to insist on conflict- 
free diamonds. 

For more information about 
curtailing the sale of blood diamonds, 
visit the Take Action section of www. 
blooddiamondaction.org. 

By bringing the situation in Sierra 
Leone to our attention, hopefully Blood 
Diamond will help to ensure that history 
does not repeat itself in other African 
countries such as the Ivory Coast or 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
where conflict diamonds play an active 
role in supporting rebel activity. 

Although RUF was defeated in 2001, 
in Africa there are still approximately 
200,000 child soldiers—brainwashed 
killing machines. The trade of conflict 
diamonds perpetuates this situation. 
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Eventually many of these children— 
those who survive their ordeal—will 
become refugees requiring compas- 
sionate and empathetic help. Civil war 
in Sierra Leone is over, but the reper- 
cussions of the conflict diamond trade 
remain. More than 20,000 amputees 
and other war victims lost their homes 
and were placed in refugee camps. 
“PWS&D aids refugees the world 
over by providing food, shelter and 
education to those living in refugee 
camps, helping those who can return 
home rebuild their lives, or for those 
who can’t, helping them find a new 
home in Canada.” (www.presbycan. 
ca/pwsd/refugees.htm1) m 


Kathleen Konrad is a member of Central, 
Vancouver. 
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OPINION 


The Protestant Liturgy 


The point of worshipping God is worshipping God. BY STEPHEN HAYES 


athleen Norris, the American 
Ke and author well known for 

her meditations on the Chris- 
tian faith (The Cloister Walk, Amazing 
Grace), refers to hymns as “the Protes- 
tant liturgy” in one of her books. 

When I first encountered that 
phrase, I thought about it for a 
moment: “Yes, that’s it exactly.” We 
all have a liturgy in our Presbyterian 
churches and it is the hymns we sing 
week by week. For many of us there 
is more to liturgy than that, but this 
much at least we all share. The hymns 
we sing constitute one of the main 
vehicles for our praise and worship. 

Therefore, they should be well 
chosen to convey the worship of 
the congregation and to coordinate 
with the central theme of the service, 
usually expressed in the sermon. 

And, secondly, they. should be 
well-rehearsed by the organist, who is 
to grasp the sense and movement of 
the hymn and play in a manner that 
supports the singing of the congrega- 
tion. That means not too fast and not 
too slow. The crazy idea that imagina- 
tive playing of hymns means always 
playing them at top speed has to be 
forgotten. The organist is leading the 
congregation in its liturgy and should 
play in accordance with the meaning 
and purpose of the hymn, allowing 
time for the congregation to breathe 
between lines, encouraging and 
supporting their praise of God by the 
manner of his or her playing. 

Thirdly, the best hymns are about 
God and not about ourselves. As Rick 
Warren says in The Purpose-Driven Life, 
“It’s not all about you.” Be suspicious 
of hymns that use the words “I, me, 
mine” too often. The point of worship- 
ping God is worshipping God. The 
very word “liturgy” means “the work 
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of the people.” We go to church to do 
something and to do it together: to 
offer the worship that belongs to God. 
The test of worship is not feeling good 
but actually offering that worship 
week by week. Our best hymns aid us 
marvelously in this regard. 

Modern worship may well be in the 
process of being corrupted. The culture 
of self-centredness has allied itself with 
a culture of entertainment and has long 
since invaded our churches. We there- 
fore use profoundly unbiblical criteria 
to assess worship, thinking that we are 
being both biblical and spiritual. 

But is it biblical to be so self-cen- 
tred? It is the church corporately that 
is the body of Christ: the emphasis 
is on the totality of the church and 
not the individual. We are the body 
of Christ together and then individu- 
ally parts of it. Is it biblical to reduce 
so much to our feelings? A modern 
Christian preacher wrote this scathing 
comment on modern spirituality: 
“Spirituality is about being good, not 
about feeling good.” 

For 2,000 years Christians under- 
stood only too clearly what their job, 
their liturgy, their work was: to gather 
in community to do something, to 
offer the worship that belongs to God. 
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Are we now in danger of changing that 
so that “church” means feeling good, 
being entertained, being amused? 

No sane person would assert that 
feelings don’t matter: of course they 
do. No one that I know is opposed 
to jokes, amusement and human 
warmth. Of course we all want and 
value these things. But that is a very 
different matter than asserting that we 
go to church to be entertained. 

“God is a Spirit and those who 
worship Him must worship Him in 
spirit and in truth for the Father 
seeks such to worship Him.” And 
why does God seek our worship? It is 
for our sake, not His. We are fulfilled 
as human beings as we relate to 
our Maker and Saviour in the act 
of worship. The creature made in 
the image of God seeks that after 
which s/he has been made. But the 
benefit of that can only occur when 
we actually worship God and not 
ourselves. The corruption of worship 
is a profound corruption of human 
destiny and the design of God for 
our lives as we seek to glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. m 


Rev. Stephen Hayes is the minister at St. 
Andrew’s, Quebec City. 
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Questions about your Bell Canada stock??? 


Hey, Herb, did you 
hear that a deal has 
been struck to buy 
Bell Canada and take 
it private? That 
means I'm going to 
take a huge tax hit 
on my capital gains 
when the deal is 
completed. 


I sure did, but by giving a 
portion of your BCE shares 
to the church you can elimi- 
nate the capital gains tax on 
the shares you give and get 
a donation tax receipt for 
the value of the shares you 
donate. You'll be able to 
reduce the tax you owe to 
$0.00 AND provide extra 
money to your home congre- 
gation and other vital min- 
istries in the church at the 
same time. Pretty neat, eh? 


Call Herb in the Planned Giving Office at 1-800-619-7301 to become 
part of the conversation and learn how you can donate your BCE 
shares or other publicly traded securities to the church and turn a 
potential tax liability into a gifting opportunity. 
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The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving/securities 


St. Andrew's 


is searching fora 


Please forward your resume to: 
LEAD MINISTER freri.ciraso™ 


see its 50 Wynford Drive 
For information, visit our web site: Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 


www.standrews-markham.ca/search.htm dmuir@presbyterian.ca 


The Synod/Synodical of Central, 
Northeastern Ontario & 
Bermuda Is seeking a 


YOUTH 
MINISTRY CONSULTANT 


The consultant will promote the Church's 
ministry by providing support to Its youth, 
youth ministers, youth committees, PYPS, 
ministers and congregations. A complete 
job description is available on the synod 
webpage at www.cnob.ca 


The deadline for receiving applications is 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY | 5th, 2008 


Applications should be submitted to the 
Regional Consultative Committee Convener 
Joan Smith, 

62 Francis Street, Port Hope, ON LIA IK4 
email: joan.charlie@sympatico.ca 


St. Paul’s and Tomstown 
Presbyterian Churches 
Englehart, Ontario 


Our congregations 
| are seeking a full time minister! 


/Do you hear 
i. the Call? 


Are you an enthusiastic person who 
will bring gifts of: 


¢ Preaching & leaching 
e Pastoral Care & Outreach 

Inspiration to the elderly and youth 
¢ Nurturing Christian faith 


If this is your calling, please contact 
Randy Ford our Search Committee Chair 
at Box 737, Englehart, Ontario PO] 1HO 

or by email at treeline@ntl.sympatico.ca. 
Visit our website at www.faithlovehope.ca 
effective February 2008. 
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A play at the local Legion, 1930s 


Presby-assyrians 


They escaped persecution to form a unique community in Saskatchewan. 


BY JENNIFER HIGGS 


he story of a small town and 
congregation in rural Saskatch- 
ewan begins halfway around 
the world and more than 100 years 
ago, when settlers from Persia came to 
North Battleford to build their future 
on Canadian soil. They fled from reli- 
gious persecution and formed a Pres- 
byterian community that continues to 
influence worshippers today. 
In the late 1800s, Turkish Otto- 
mans ruled most of the Middle 
East, including present-day Iraq and 
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Iran. Islam was the state religion. 
Christian missionaries in the area were 
successful in conversions, but had no 
rights and had to practice their reli- 
gion in secret. 

Dr. Isaac Adams, a Presbyterian 
minister and medical missionary, 
encouraged Christian Assyrians to 
immigrate to Canada. Adams, an 
Assyrian, trained in Scotland. He led 
the first group of 36 people from Persia 
(present-day Iran) to North Battleford 
im" 4902) 


Michael and Racheal George, early 1900s 
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School reunion, July 2003. 


The Assyrians have a rich history 
that includes their founding of the 
oldest Christian church. The Assyrian 
empire in the Middle East (Mesopo- 
tamia and northern Iraq) flourished 
from 2500 to 612 BC. 


They were fleeing for their lives. 
They were being persecuted 
because you couldn't be 
Christian there 


Margaret Beach, a member of St. 
Andrew’s in North Battleford, is the 
granddaughter of one of the orig- 
inal Assyrian settlers and remembers 
stories from their journey. “When 
they travelled, they travelled by foot 
at night because they were fleeing for 
their lives. They were being persecuted 
because you couldn’t be Christian 
there.” The group had to be careful of 
bandits and Turkish patrols. 

On their journey, they passed 
famous sites including the Tigris and 
Euphrates Rivers and Mount Ararat 
in northeast Turkey, said in Genesis 
to be the resting place of Noah’s 
Ark. The colony boarded an Assyrian 
ship in Hamburg, Germany to head 
to Halifax. They shared space with 
animals and had little to eat but loaves 
of bread. From Halifax they trav- 
elled by train and oxcart towards the 
West. They arrived on New Year’s Day, 
1903. The Canadian government was 
seeking to populate the West, and for 
$10 newcomers could own a piece of 
land after working on it for five years. 

Beach’s grandfather was one of 


the settlers who spent 
their first cold winter in 
Winnipeg, arriving at 
North Battleford in the 
spring to find only tents. 
Together they built a large 
house for shelter (later it 
was converted into the 
Saskatchewan ___ Hospital 
North Battleford). 

In 1906, Dr. Adams 
returned to Persia and 
brought over another 40 
settlers—including Beach's 
grandmother and mother, 
then 12 years old. 

Each Sunday, the 
Assyrians met in homes 
to have a worship service. 
“They had their own 
minister speak their own language,” 
Beach explains. Her first language 
was Assyrian. “As the families grew, 
the children went to school to learn 
English and we all started the Presbyte- 
rian church in North Battleford.” 

Beach’s father came to North Battl- 
eford when he was in his twenties. He 
had learned English at a Presbyterian 
mission school in Persia. North Battle- 
ford developed and gained a Canadian 
National Railway connection, and her 
father was able to find work there as 
an engineer. 

The majority of Assyrians who came 
to North Battleford joined the Presbyte- 
rian Church. The town paper nicknamed 
them Presbyassyrians, and published 
several articles on the settlers. 

Outside of their homes, the congre- 


A special memorial plaque was dedicated in 2003. 


gation’s first meeting place was in a 
railroad boxcar. The first local Pres- 
byterian church was Knox, opening 
in 1906. After building a new church, 
many Knox members joined the Meth- 
odist Church to become part of the 
United Church of Canada. Members 
who remained Presbyterian formed St. 
Andrew’s. The location of the congre- 
gation changed several times. Finally, 
in 1961, St. Andrew’s had a new church 
building that became the congrega- 
tion’s permanent location. 

The Assyrians have always played a 
vital role in the church. Beach remem- 
bers going right from school to church, 
where she participated in mission 
band, choir, Presbyterian Youth and 
Girl Guides. Later, she was an elder 
and on the board of managers. > 
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North Battleford (population 13,500) 
is on the North Saskatchewan River 
with Battleford across the banks. Battl- 
eford was the capital of the Northwest 
Territories until Saskatchewan became a 
province in 1905. 

The Assyrians have some customs 
they continue in North Battleford. 
They focus more on Jesus’ resurrection 
than birth, making Easter their High 
Holiday. On Good Friday, women 


gather and visit the graves of loved 
ones at the cemetery. Afterwards they 
have tea and eat a meatless lunch at 
the home of the woman who has most 
recently suffered a loss. 

Many unique food dishes are part 
of their Assyrian custom. On Easter 
and Christmas, special dishes are made 
like haresa (boiled wheat and chicken 
breast). Different kinds of cabbage rolls 
are a popular dish; in Persia they raised 


here does God want you to be? 


How will you get there? 


Find out with a campus visit. 


Join us Saturday, January 26" from 
9:30AM to 2PM to meet faculty & learn 
about programmes for ministry 
preparation, lay service & personal 
enrichment. 


For inquiries or to register, contact Ruth 
McCarten at knox.registrar@utoronto.ca or 
416-978-4501. 


Knox College 


Your doorway to ministry 


DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 


Large downtown Montreal Church, with strong musical tradition, requires a Director 
of Music with a minimum of ten years experience. The ideal candidate should have a 
post-graduate degree in music and familiarity with the Reformed and English choral 
traditions. Choral and orchestral conducting as well as organ skills are required. 
Salary to be commensurate with experien 
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Send your curriculum vitae, indicating 
the names of two referees, to: 


Armand de Mestral, 
Chair, Search Committee, 
3415 Redpath Street, Montreal OG; 
H3G 2G2, Canada. 


For more information kindly consult 
http://www.standrewstpaul.com. 


The Church of St Andrew:.and St Paul, 


Applications should be received by 
January 15, 2008. 


sheep, so often the rolls are made with 
lamb instead of beef. 

In 2003, Beach organized a centen- 
nial celebration of the Assyrians’ 
arrival in North Battleford. She had 
help from Rev. Elizabeth Marsh and a 
committee, and they invited hundreds 
of people to the September weekend 
celebration. More than 200 Assyr- 
ians came to North Battleford from 
across Canada and the U.S. The festivi- 
ties included the dedication of four 
plaques, a banquet with presentations 
and the Sunday service held in English 
and Assyrian. 

“It was very nostalgic for a lot of 
people. People who hadn’t been home 
for years came back,” says Beach. The 
guests included grandchildren of Dr. 
Adams. 

Beach, 76, has four children and 
eight grandchildren. She has lived in 
North Battleford all her life. Though 
no longer serving as an active elder, she 
remains involved in many aspects of the 
church. Beach coordinates services at 
the local nursing home once a month. 

Rev. Elizabeth Marsh was St. 
Andrew’s minister from 1995 to 
2004. Now retired, she says the 2003 
celebration weekend was a_ high- 
light for her. “They [the Assyrians] 
arrived there and there was nothing 
but swamp in North Battleford,” she 
recalls. “They were instrumental in 
building the city of North Battleford, 
as well as the church.” 

Marsh remembers the many ways 
Assyrians were involved in the congre- 
gation. “The church was the focal 
point, socially and _ spiritually, for 
them.” As often as possible, Marsh 
would include the Assyrian language 
in the church services. 

The early settlers gained their own 
land, freedom and a lasting relation- 
ship with the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. 

“They went through a lot of 
hardships,” says Beach, “But they 
persevered, and thank God _ they 
did, or we wouldn’t be here.” gs 


Jennifer Higgs is a freelance writer and 
frequent contributor to the Record. 
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y husband has cancer. Some- 

times I feel like a yo-yo, up one 

moment, down the next. The 
strong, firmly-fleshed body that warmed 
the bed at night is now thin as a rail and 
sometimes even a small hug hurts too 
much. Although it is the worst of times, 
it is also the best of times. I see God in 
the faces of so many who try to help. The 
Cancer Clinic in Edmonton was so good 
to us. The one here in Grande Prarie is 
so personal and cares so deeply. They are 
as delighted as I am when the chemo 
treatments seem to be working. His 
pain is less, mobility greater and appe- 
tite improving. But there is more chemo 
ahead and it is like walking through the 


GRIEVING 


erleader 


New drugs, depression, fatigue, lack of appetite—these are heavy loads. 
BY PATRICIA SCHNEIDER 


valley of death. Not so much physically; 
the new drugs are wonderful, but the 
depression, the fatigue, the complete 
lack of appetite in a man who once lived 
to eat. These are heavy loads. 

Although I have been a church 
member for years it is about 10 years 
ago that my husband, who had been 
a very active adherent, decided to 
make his beliefs public and join the 
church. My private meditations now 
include him as he listens to psalms 
and excerpts from books I know lifted 
me in the past. I speak more easily now 
about the faithfulness of God and we 
often pray together. 

We have talked a bit about his death. 


We know it is inevitable. He remembers 
when he was in the Air Force and sent 
me my engagement ring. I couldn’t 
imagine waiting months for his transfer 
west so went by rail nearly 3,000 miles 
to be with him. He says I came to him 
then and when he leaves this earth | 
will come to him again. These are hard 
things to say and bring tears but they 
are beliefs that carry us through. 

I am naturally optimistic but it is 
often hard to be a cheerleader when 
you know you are losing. 

One evening I broke down sobbing 
at bedtime. My husband _ reached 
over and gently comforted me. How 
I would love to recall every one of > 
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those precious words. 

Next morning he couldn’t get out 
of bed. Home care arrived, assessed the 
situation and called an ambulance. 

After 54 years, someone else would 
now take care of my husband. That 
really hurt. Family Only, read the sign 
on his door. Our daughters wept as 
they said their goodbyes but he smiled 
when he saw our granddaughter, and 
called her “my little pork chop.” 


Next afternoon he was struggling 
somewhat and I bent over him and 
asked, “Are you in pain, sweetheart?” 

“No, pain, no pain whatsoever,” 
he assured me as his restless arms fell 
quietly to his side. 

“He is going to go quickly,” the 
nurse advised. As my tears fell I bent 
over him and whispered, “Thank you, 
sweetheart, for all the wonderful years 
we had together, and for our two little 


The Centre for Clergy Care and 
Congregational Health 


Presents 


Discovering a Healthy Response 
to Difficult Behaviour in the Church 


With The Rev. Dr. Arthur Boers 


author of Never Call Them Jerks: Healthy Responses to Difficult Behaviour 
and Associate Professor of Pastoral Theology at 
Associated Mennonite Theological Seminary in Elkhart, Indiana 


at Trinity Presbyterian Church (York Mills) 
2737 Bayview Ave., Willowdale 


1:30 - 4:30 pm Monday February 25" and 
9:00 am - 3:30 pm Tuesday February 26, 2008 


$75.00 ($90.00 after February 15th) 


$35 student rate 


Cost includes program, coffee breaks and lunch on Tuesday. 
Spaces limited - pre-registration required. Building is fully accessible. 


Take Care: Mid-Career Stretch! 
Facilitated by The Rev. Dr. Andrew Irvine 


Centre Director 


Particularly for clergy in their 8, 9t? or 10 year in Pastoral Ministry 


at Crieff Hills Community, Puslinch - www.crieffhills.com 


1:30 pm Monday May 26" - 


$400 by May 1st, 2008 


1:30 pm Friday May 30%, 2008 


$450 after May 1st, 2008 


Cost includes single accommodation, meals and program costs 
and a $50 non-refundable deposit after May 1st, 2008. 


REGISTRATION DEADLINE - May 9*, 2008 


Both of these events are generously sponsored by The Beatty Ryckman Trust. 


416-978-7799 
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For more information or to register contact us at 
- Clergy.care@utoronto.ca 


www.caringforclergy.ca 


girls. Now go to the Lord. I will be okay 
and I will be there with you sometime 
soon.” And I kissed his warm cheek until 
it was no longer warm and | thanked 
God that he had slipped away so gently 
and I had had the privilege of walking 
part way with him. 

Now I gaze out the window and 
watch the leaves fall and the geese fly 
south. It is a new season for me too. 

In the meantime I will grieve, yes, but 
I know that God will not forsake me and 
that He holds me in His hand with tender- 
ness and love. I remember His faithfulness 
in the past and I am not afraid. = 


Patricia Schneider lives in Grande Prairie, 
Alta. 


BOOKS ON THE REBOUND 
Professional bookbinder, 40 years experience, with a 
passion for repairing Family Bibles (and other books) 
is at your service, Located in Oakville, Ontario. 

Website: www.booksontherebound itgo.com, 
or call me, Duncan Fraser, at 905-338-6431. 
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COTE DES NEIGES 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN MONTREAL 


is looking for a 


touth Lead 


(Lay or Ordained): 


for a pwlbicultural, 
YN tan and 
evangelical congregation 


10 to 20 hrs/week, 
stipend according 
to training and experience 


EMAIL FOR DETAILS: 
cdn.presb@gmail.com 


3435 chemin de la Céte 
Ste-Catherine 
Montréal QC. H3T 1C7 
http://www.geocities.com/ 
cotedesneigespc/ 
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PHIL CALLAWAY 


Of Bumper Cars 
and Harpoons 


You are young at heart until 


you decide you aren't. 
BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


y grandfather Callaway was a 

combination of the graceful 

and the geezer. He loved a 
good laugh, but he also loved to talk 
about his ailments once the entire 
family had gathered around the dinner 
table and the food had been doled out. 
“So I remember when the doctors had 
to root through me and take out my 
spleen. Stayed awake for the whole 
thing. Watched ’em dig it outa there 
all wrinkled and green. I asked ’em to 
pickle it for me. Put it in a jar. I kept it for 
years on the counter. Looked like a big 
hairy cucumber. Hey, where’s everybody 
going? Mind if I eat your carrots?” 

Grandpa gained a lot of weight in 
those days, and we saved money on 
groceries. 

I once enjoyed an evening with a 
75-year-old by the name of Donald 
Cole. Mr. Cole hosts a radio show and 
travels the country speaking at confer- 
ences. During our conversation, Mr. 
Cole mentioned to me that he runs 
several miles a day, which caught me 
off guard—like having a guy in a Smart 
Car pull up to a stoplight and chal- 
lenge you to a race. 

I got thinking about how nice it 
would be to jog when I’m 75. Maybe 
it’s something my wife and I could 
do together. She could drive me out 
of town and drop me off; it would 
give purpose to my running. So I said 
something dumb to Mr. Cole. I said, 
“Boy, I’d sure like to be running like 
that when I’m your age.” 


He said, “Are you running now?” 

I coughed slightly. I said, “I 
ahem ... came third in a relay once.” 

He said, “If you aren’t running 
now, you won’t be then.” 

And it hit me that all of us are in 
training for the days to come. That if 
we are impatient, unkind, and unfor- 
giving, we won’t wake up at 65 to 
discover that people want to be around 
us. This made me wonder: what kind 


of an old guy will I be? And how do I 
live so my kids will want to visit me in 
the nursing home? By then I will have 
silver in my hair, gold in my teeth, lead 
in my feet, and lots of natural gas, but 
I won't be wealthy without friends. 
The older people I admire are those 
who live life on purpose. I fear that if 
some of us wrote down a mission state- 
ment it would look something like this: 
I will consider myself a success > 
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A celebration - 


p [cus e 


LCS 


Westminster Pres. Church, 
Pierrefonds QC celebrates its 


UUNUOS SY 
on March 15 and 16, 2008. 
A special service and fellowship 


events are planned. A cordial invitation 


to join us is extended to all former 


members and acherents. 


Details at www.wpcm.net or contact 
Dan De Silva at 514-684-9199. 


“Music Director 


wanted for a Large, Vibrant, 
Musical Congregation 


Are you an 
accomplished Onganist } 
(new 3 manual Allen Organ) 


Sameone with Cheral 
Directing experience e 


(50 voice Choir) 53 


Tassienate about aiding 
people ACIOSS the 
generations i an 
their musical gifts ( 


If so contact us at 
Oakridge Presbyterian Church, 862 Freele St., 
London, Ontario N6H 3P3 519-471-2290 
www.oakridge.london.on.ca 
Rey. Dr. Terry Ingram: 
tingram@oakridge.london.on.ca 
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when I’m rich enough to do nothing 
but travel and eat. When I can have it 
the way I wantit, when the jerks around 
here start leaving me alone, when I’ve 
got a big screen TV and nothing but 
time to watch it. I will consider myself 
a success when the world wakes up to 
the fact that I’m marvellous. 

I wrote down a few more things I 
admire in older people. It came out as a 
little poem and I showed it to my mother. 
She smiled her approval, so I pinned it to 
her bulletin board. Here it is: 

You are not too old until you stop 
making new friends, 

Until you start fighting change. 

You are not too old until your past is 
bigger than your future, 

Until you think the bad old days 
were all good. 


Until you talk more of ills, spills, 
wills, and bills than thrills. 

Until you begrudge the spotlight 
turned on a younger generation 

And stop shining it on them yourself. 
You are not too old as long as you 
can pray. 

As long as you have the inner 
strength to ask 

How can I spread hope around? 
How can I get the most out of the 
years I have left? 

How can | make others homesick for 
heaven? 

You are young at heart until you 
decide you aren’t. @ 


Phil Callaway is the author of a dozen 
bestsellers. Order some online at 
www.laughagain.org 


erience! 


Faith Formation Curriculum for Adults 


by Tim Scorer with Marcus Borg 


When we Call people together in small groups to participate in the 


experiential learning processes of this curriculum, we are in effect 
inviting them to come into the:kind of learning community that Jesus 
gathered around him in the few short months of his ministry. 

— from the Theological Statement for Experience! 


To. learn more about this NEW curriculum for Adults and our NEW books visit 


www.woodlakebooks.com 1.800.663.2775 


Continuing Education February 18 — 22, 200 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, MONTREAL A 
Invited Guest Speakers... 


ANDREW PURVES on PASTORAL THEOLOGY 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
MARION TAYLOR on BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION Wycliffe College 


PAUL ALLEN on THEOLOGY AND SCIENCE Concordia University 


Metall 


BRIAN WALSH and SYLVIA KEESMAAT on THE BIBLE, 
THEOLOGY AND EMPIRE 


GLEN SODERHOLM on WORSHIP 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
The Presbyterian College 
3495 University Street, Montreal, Quebec H3A 2A8 
Tel: 514-288-5256, ext. 200 . Fax: 514-288-8072 
info@presbyteriancollege.ca_www.presbyteriancollege.ca to download registration form 
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Baptism of Jesus 


God's sons and daughters are set loose in the world in the Spirit’s power. BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


January 13, 2008: 
Matthew 3:11-17 & Acts 10:34-43 


hen did Jesus become the 

Son of God? Before you run 

to your computer to send a 
complaint to the editor—how dare he 
print the words of a heretic!—consider 
this: Before the first Christians had 
any ideas about the pre-existence of 
the Christ, the first Christology was 
adoptionist. Before John wrote, “In 
the beginning was the Word,” the 
first Christians had a story about John 
baptizing Jesus. Even before Luke 
wrote his second chapter, the Gospels 
being written backwards from Easter, 
the church shared the story of the 
Spirit descending on Jesus. It’s in all 
four Gospels. Three say God called 
Jesus “my beloved son” after he was 
baptized. 

It seems the first Christians knew 
little and cared less about the details 
of Jesus’ origin. Yes, two stories were 
eventually written about Jesus’ birth. 


It seems the first Christians knew 
little and cared less about the 
details of Jesus’ origin 


The early church was content with 
two stories of his origin that don’t 
quite mesh, just as the Hebrew ances- 
tors were happy to have two stories of 
creation that put things in different 
order. The first gospel proclamation, 
reported in Acts, began with Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. When the 
apostles and others began to tell more 
about Jesus, they started with John 
the Baptist’s ministry. Then they went 
on to tell how “God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
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eo", ~— Ewart Centre for Lay Education 
at 


KNOX COLLEGE 


‘© & 
Swez aud 


WINTER & SPRING TERM 2008 


KNOX COLLEGE CAMPUS 


Certificate in Christian Faith and Life | 
March 17 to April 21 (no dasses on Easter Monday) 

Basic Course: Introduction to the Old Testament 
Instructor: Brian Irwin 

6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Elective Course: From Then Until Now: 

The Church Over Two Millenia 

Instructor: Stuart Macdonald 

8:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 


Certificate In Christian Faith and Life Il 

March 17 to April 21 (no classes on Easter Monday) 

Basic Course: Exploring the Church’s Relationship 

with Native People 

Instructor: Lori Ransom 

6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Elective Course: Transforming the Heart: Passing on the Tradition 


Instructor: Susan Sheridan 
8:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 


DISTANCE EDUCATION 
Certificate in Christian Faith and Life | 


Basic Course: Re-visioning Christian Education 
Instructor: Nam Soon Song 
January 28 to March 3 


Basic Course: Lay Ministry Serving the Church and the World 
Instructor: Heather Weir 
March 17 to April 21 


Certificate in Christian Faith and Life Il 


Elective Course: Bible Study in the Church 
Instructor: Laura Alary 
February 4 to March 14 


COURSE FEES 


$150 per course or $275 for two 
courses in same term. 
$135 per course or $250 for two 
courses in same term. 


Regular Rate: 


Retirees Rate: 


For more information contact Susan Sheridan 
416-946-8536  knox.ewart@utoronto.ca 
Secure Online Registration: www.utoronto.ca/knox 
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with power” (Acts 10:38). 

That doesn’t mean the Spirit wasn’t with Jesus before 
he was baptized. But for the faithful people who gave 
us the Gospels, it really all began for Jesus when he was 
baptized. Actually, after the Spirit had driven him through 
his trials in the desert. Tested and proven, Spirit-filled, he 
truly was the Son of God. 

If we think he was Son of God only, or mostly, because 
he was somehow begotten, we miss the point. The first 
Christians called him God’s Son after they saw him in 
action. They didn’t wait to work out how he might be 
God’s Son by nature. How his sonship was his unique state 
of being, proving his divinity. They looked, listened, felt, 
and confessed with Peter, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God” (Matt. 16:16). When the pagan centurion 
at the cross saw how Jesus died, he called him “a son of 
God.” “Son of ...” used in that way says nothing conclu- 
sive about kinship. It’s a declaration that so much of God 
was revealed in Jesus, to see him was to see God. To Jesus’ 
people, a-son-of-a-something was the biggest, best repre- 
sentation of an ideal. The highest mountain was a “son of 
a mountain.” The biggest rock was a “son of a rock.” 


The first Christians called him God’s Son 
after they saw him in action. They didn’t wait to 
work out how he might be God's Son by nature 


For the first Christians, to say Jesus was “Son of God” 
was like saying, “To see him is to see God.” In the story 
of Jesus’ baptism, God says, “This is my Son.” Which is to 
say, “When you see him, you see Me. Or as much of Me as 
you will ever see close up. Which is a lot!” 

The Gospels don’t agree, or care (see John and Mark) 
about the details of Jesus’ origin. But all agree that he was 
baptized and received the Spirit. Then he went to work. 
Different New Testament communities had different ideas 
about where Jesus came from and what that meant. All had 
this in common: Everyone had been baptized, like Jesus. 
All knew the story of Jesus’ introduction to the world. 

As they learned the stories of his life, they saw the Son 
of God in action. They saw the pattern for their lives. And 
dared to think of themselves as his sisters and brothers. By 
baptism, God’s sons and daughters, too. Set loose in the 
world in the Spirit’s power, so others could see at least a 
little of God in them. 

When did Jesus become the Son of God? Let’s look 
beyond what the church says we’re supposed to believe 
about who he is and how that can be. Listen to the 
Gospel stories, beginning with his baptism. When the 
time was right, when the Spirit descended, he began to 
be God’s Son. 

And what does baptism make of us? @ 


Laurence DeWolfe is the minister at St. David’s, Halifax. 
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To place an ad call Carol McCormick 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 

Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


ENGLAND! Weekly in Malvern, Worce- 
stershire. Central for sightseeing: Wales, 
Stratford. Victorian home, sleeps 4. 
Great views, walks, moderate rates. 

Car advantageous. 519-746-9191. 


New Horizons 
TOWER 

Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving 
mature adults for 30 years. See the latest 
show, ROM, AGO, TSO and much more! 
Close to downtown, hospitals, 24 hour 
security...steps to subway or bus, 
beautifully appointed single and double 
rooms, parking included. ..VISA, reasonable 
rates-Reserve today. Ask about our 
Boutique Hostel...Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


CANAL CRUISES 
RIDEAU CANAL 
TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 


magnificent 


scenic lakes, rivers and locks in 
the comfort of the 45-passenger 
“Kawartha Voyageur’ riverboat with 
dining room, lounge, and twin lower 
berth staterooms with private facilities. 
5-day voyages. 

Send for colour brochure. 

ONTARIO WATERWAY CRUISES 
c/o CAPTAIN JOHN 


BOX 6, ORILLIA, ON. L3V 6H9 
1-800-561-5767 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


¢ custom designed memorial windows 
© traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration e storm glazing 
e custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED C@Awardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920 ~~ www.edwardsglass.net 


THE’ 
ARTHRITIS 


SOCIE Ww Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
416-977-3857 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


Tel. (416) 503-1288 


CROWN EX Robemakers and Tailors 


¢ Genuine tailor made ¢ Satisfaction guaranteed ¢ Affordable for 


Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 


CROWNEX Ltd., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 
Fax. (416) 503-8788 E-mail: info@crownex.com 


www.crownex.com 


RMIL 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 
Artists & Craftsmen 


of Stained Glass since 1856 


30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 


Est. 1979 


Memorial Windows - Restoration 
Protective Storm Glazing 
Custom Woodworking 


97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. 
London, Ontario N6J 2K2 
(519) 432-9624 
Toll Free 1-877-575-2321 


www.sunrisestainedglass.com 


a ST CAXfel Sto 


ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 
IN STAINED GLASS 
(905) 669-4244 
UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET 
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 1Z7 


CHURCH CUSHIONS 


Fine quality pew or kneeling cushions. 
On your next seating project, contact 


Waggoners, the cushion specialists! 


TOLL FREE 1-800-396-7555 
Waggoners, Inc 


www.pewcushions.com 
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Grouse from the Glass 


Providence provides perfectly. BY DAVID WEBBER 


HAM! 
“What on earth was that?” exclaimed Linda. 
Her voice sounded exasperated, even filtered 
through six inches of Dania Down. I was already standing 
in my short-handled Stanfield’s, framed in our large picture 
window, squinting out into Saturday’s brilliant January 
morning sunshine. 

“T’ll be!” I said. “It sure shook the house though.” 

“Maybe you better go find out?” Linda said. “It sounded 
like an explosion, like some kind of bomb went off or some- 
thing.” By now she was standing beside me, gawking all 
around, peering across the frozen lake. 

A quick trip to the coat rack and I was wearing my parka 
and felt pack boots with just a hint of Stanfield’s showing 
between the two. “Hey sexy, you could put on your pants 
you know,” said Linda. “It is minus 30 outside.” 

It was too late. I was already standing on the deck holding 
a very dead ruffed grouse by its two hind legs. “This bomber 
is your bomb,” I said. “Must have flew all the way across the 
lake. These guys can really travel and from the feather pattern 
on the glass, it looks like he nailed our picture window at 
top speed. It’s a wonder he didn’t blow the window right 
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out of the frame. Poor guy, from his perspective, with the 
brilliant winter sunlight reflecting off the window like a 
mirror, he probably thought he was just flying over more 


lake. Judging from all the feathers on the deck, it must have 


been an explosive experience for him too.” 

“Praise the Lord!” said Linda. “And gut the bird. God 
provides again.” 

“Ah, providence,” I said. Linda looked at me like she 
always does when I attempt to wax theological, and her eyes 
are particularly attractive covered with just a hint of glaze. 

We did not dine on “pheasant under glass” that night. 
We dined on “grouse from the glass.” And it was good. To 
say that it was a surprising supper is an understatement, 
but that is not what makes me smile when I remember it. It 
causes me to think about our old friends Rob and Leena. 

We ran into Rob and Leena last summer in the parking 
lot of the grocery store in 100 Mile House, B.C. We had 
kind of lost track of them for a bit, they being retired and 
footloose. They were boondoggling all summer, camping 
continually and only where it was free. They had found a 
nice little lake back in the bush that is noted for its fishing. 
It was a lifestyle that totally suited them and their theology. 
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I’ve come to appreciate that Rob and Leena are masters of 
living in the providence of God. 

When [asked Rob if he had caught any fish in the lake he 
said, “Nope, didn’t have too. Every time our fridge got empty 
someone happened by and offered us fish. Funny thing 
though, it only happened when the fridge was empty.” 

We talked a while longer about their summer and 
Leena ended our conversation with, “Praise be! God always 
provides!” 

“Ah, providence,” I said. Leena looked at me the same 
way Linda does when I wax theological. 

The providence of God. I have pondered it at some 
length. I suppose it is kind of an occupational hazard for a 
Presbyterian. In my pondering, I have spent a fair bit of time 
between the covers with the likes of Augustine (The Confes- 
sions) Calvin (The Institutes) and Charles Hodge (Systematic 
Theology). They use the word “providence” a lot and they 
have an awful lot to say about it. They give short clear defini- 
tions. They give long theological treatises. To be quite frank, 
these theological masters tend to muddle me more than help 
me in my pondering. I end up with the same look in my eyes 
that Linda has in hers when I try to wax theological. 

In my pondering I have spent a fair bit of time searching 
the It appears that the word providence is a theological word, 
not a biblical one. What the Bible does do is tell stories illus- 
trating it, stories that elicit praise. The whole book of Esther 
is such a story in the Hebrew Scriptures. Jesus’ story about 
“considering the ravens” is another one in the New Testa- 
ment (Lk.12:24ff). My favorite is the Psalms, where provi- 
dence stories and hymns of praise are often blended into one. 
My favorite is Psalm 136, where verse after verse is an example 
of how a sovereign loving God specifically creates and then 
passionately cares for His creation. Each verse washes over me 
like the waves of the mighty Pacific Ocean on a sandy Tofino 
beach. And between each ebbing verse, each wave, there is 
the receding response, the outflow, the mantra: “His steadfast 
love endures forever.” 

It’s 2008, a brand new calendar year. The other day 
someone wished me good luck in the New Year. Like Rob 
and Leena, I don’t put much stock in luck. A saying has been 
attributed to both Stephen Leacock and Thomas Jefferson: 
“Y’m a great believer in luck. I find that the harder I work, the 
more I have of it.” I don’t believe that either. Hard work has 
never been enough to provide me with hope for a whole day, 
let alone a whole year. I am facing this New Year like I face 
every single day, knowing God in his providence provides 
perfectly. “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

Psalm 136:1-9; 23-26 

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

for His steadfast love endures forever. 

2 O give thanks to the God of gods, 

for His steadfast love endures forever. 

3 O give thanks to the Lord of lords, 

for His steadfast love endures forever; 

4 who alone does great wonders, 
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for His steadfast love endures forever; 

5 who by understanding made the heavens, 
for His steadfast love endures forever; 

6 who spread out the earth on the waters, 
for His steadfast love endures forever; 

7 who made the great lights, 

for His steadfast love endures forever; 

8 the sun to rule over the day, 

for His steadfast love endures forever; 

9 the moon and stars to rule over the night, 
for His steadfast love endures forever; 

23 It is He who remembered us in our low estate, 
for His steadfast love endures forever; 

24 and rescued us from our foes, 

for His steadfast love endures forever; 

25 who gives food to all flesh, 

for His steadfast love endures forever. 

26 O give thanks to the God of heaven, 

for His steadfast love endures forever. m 


Rev. David Webber is a contributing editor to the Record. He is 
a minister of the Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry. His books 
include Like a Winter’s Aspen: Embracing the Creator’s Fire. 


Briarwood 
Presbyterian Church 


Situated in the suburban community of Beaconsfield at 

the west end of Montreal Island. Excellent schools and 

extensive local activities but only 20 kilometres from the 
universities and downtown. 


Having enjoyed strong ministry and continuous growth 
in faith and service, and in membership and stewardship, 
we are looking for the right minister to lead us further. 


Briarwood is a congregation of about 130 families, of all 

age groupings and a wide range of talents. In a warm and 
renovated building, we gather in a sanctuary that seats 250 
in an intimate horseshoe pattern for weekly intergenerational 
worship. We have a strong church school, a pastoral support 
team, an active music ministry and outreach programmes. 


We are accustomed to great preaching and are looking for 
a minister with strong people and pastoral skills and lots of 
energy to lead us further. 


Please contact our Interim Moderator, 
Rev. Dr John Vissers, 
Presbyterian College, 

3495 University, 
Montreal H3A 2A8 
Phone 514 288 5256 ex 201 
jvissers @presbyteriancollege.ca 
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Called to Wonder 


CREATED BY JENNIFER O’FARRELL 


i”, 


And the star the sages had seen in the east went on ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place where the child was. They 
were thrilled and excited to see the star. When they went into 
the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they knelt 
down and worshiped him. (MATTHEW 2: 9- 11) 


\y, \», Spirit of God, as the star led the 
wise ones to Jesus, may the light of 
Christ shine upon us and show us 
our way. Amen. 


Search inside this house for the child the wise ones are looking for. 


ei He 3 SRR BF 
a8 


Epiphany is the recognition: “| am the light of the world,” Jesus said. “Whoever 
follows me will have the light of life and will never walk in darkness.” 


) 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


Synod of the Atlantic Provinces 

Bass River, N.B., Bass River Pastoral Charge; 
Rev. Kent Burdett, 101 Dutch Point Rd., 
Hampton, NB E5N 5Z2; 506-832-4985; 
kburdett@nbnet.nb.ca. 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, 
PO Box 142, River John, NS BOK 1NO; 
902-351-2219 (s) or 902-351-2473 (h); 
jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 

Sunny Corner Pastoral Charge, N.B., St. 
Stephen's, Sunny Corner, St. Paul's, Warwick; 
Rev. H. Martyn Van Essen, 7 Hierlihy Rd., 
Tabusintac, NB E9H 1Y5;506-779-1812; 
hmvanessen@hotmail.com. 


Synod of Quebec and Eastern Ontario 

Gatineau (Aylmer), Que., St. Andrew’s Presbyte- 
rian Church; Rev. Gregory Davidson, c/o 
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 82 Kent St., 
Ottawa, ON K1P 5N9; 613-232-9042; 
gd@standrewsottawa.ca. 

Gloucester (Ottawa), Ont., Gloucester Presbyte- 
rian Church; Half-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Dr. Adrian Auret, PO Box 609, 
Manotick,ON K4M 1A6:613-692-4228; 
adrian.auret@sympatico.ca. 

Lachute, Que., Margaret Rodger Memorial 
Presbyterian Church; Rev. Dr. Bill Klempa, 155 
Lake Louisa Rd. N.,Wentworth, QC J8H 0C5; 
450-533-5321; wklemp@po-box.mcgill.ca. 

Pincourt, Que., lle Perrot; Mark Farrell, Convener, 
Search Committee, 242 Fifth Ave., Pincourt, QC 
J7V 5L3; 514-453-4796; markim@ca.inter.net. 


Synod of Central, Northeastern 

Ontario and Bermuda 

Barrie, Ont., Westminster Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Keith Boyer, 

294 St.Vincent St., Barrie, ON L4M 4A1; 
705-735-9211; keb-cvb@sympatico.ca. 

Englehart, St. Paul’s; Tomstown, Ont., Tomstown; 
St. Paul's and Tomstown Pastoral Charge, 
approximately 10 km from Tomstown; 
Full-time minister; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Janice Hamalainen, PO Box 908, New 
Liskeard, ON POJ 1P0; 705-647-8401; 
jhamalainen@parolink.net. 

Madoc, Ont., St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator, c/o St. Andrew’s Presbyte- 
rian Church, 110 Mill St., PO Box 118, Stirling, 
ON KOK 3E0; 613-395-5006; 


katherinejonah@hotmail.com. 

Markham, Ont., St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Don Muir, 
50 Wynford Dr., Toronto, ON M3C 1J7; 
416-441-1111 or 1-800-619-7301 
ext. 223; dmuir@presbyterian.ca; 
www.standrews-markham.ca/search.htm. 

Mississauga, Ont., Dixie Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Reid Chudley, 

PO Box 16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 1Z0; 
519-855-6216; r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

Mississauga, Ont., St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Peter Barrow, 
24 Stavebank Rd.N., Mississauga, ON L5G 
275; 905-278-8907; standrewspc@bellnet.ca. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Giles and South Mona- 
ghan and Centreville Presbyterian Church; 
Full-time minister for two-point charge; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Paul D. Johnston, 

22 Hillview Dr., Bobcaygeon, ON KOM 1A0; 
705-738-6424; knoxpres.paul@bellnet.ca. 

Richmond Hill, Ont., Richmond Hill Presbyte- 
rian Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Daniel 
Scott, 39 Saint Ave., Bradford, ON L3Z 3E6; 
905-775-7274; ddscott@rogers.com. 

Scarborough, Ont., Westminster Presbyterian 


Lent 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
Notices are $40 for one-time; $25 for four 
insertions or more. Deadline to have your notice 
added is six weeks prior to month; so, for March 
2008 the deadline will be Jan. 15th, 2008. 


Church, Interim Moderator Rev. Ann Blane, 
1300 Danforth Rd., Scarborough, ON 
M1J 1E8; 416-267-7897. 

Toronto, Ont., Guildwood Community; 

Rev. J.P. lan Morrison, 17 Earswick Dr., 
Scarborough,ON M1E 1C7;416-265-0135; 
lan.morrison@sympatico.ca. 

West Toronto Presbytery, York Memorial; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Lance Odland, 11 Cross St., 
Toronto, ON MON 2B8; 416-241-9533; 
lance@westonpresbyterianchurch.com. 


Synod of Southwestern Ontario 

Ancaster, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Anne Yee-Hibbs, c/o Erskine Presbyterian 
Church, 19 Pearl St. N., Hamilton, ON 
L8R 2Y6; synodaec@on.aibn.com. 


A grassroots resource 


rte (4 (ls) for worship planners 
=: and musicians 


Every issue includes 
Sunday by Sunday sparks, prayers, 
and sermon starters for all ages 
seasonal ideas and special services 
new hymn suggestions and words 
insightful articles for church musicians 


Published three times a year 


| Celebrating 
23 year. 


One-year subscription 
3 0r more subscriptions $17.95 each 


$19.95 


Your submissions are welcome. 


* Contact The United Church of Canada + 
* Tel: 1-800-268-3781, ext. 4024 « 
* Visit www.united-church.ca/sales/magazines 
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VACANCIES 


Burlington, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 10 Mountain St., Grimsby, ON L3M 3J6; 
905-945-5352; admin@stjohnsgrimsby.com. 

Hamilton, St. Columba; Dr. Clyde Ervine, 165 
Charlton Ave. W., Hamilton, ON L8P 2C8; 905- 


522-9098; cervine.central@on.aibn.com. 


Dr. Philip Wilson, c/o Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, 720 Ninth Ave., Hamilton, ON L8T 
2A3; 905-385-5984; revpmw@auracom.com. 

Caledonia, Caledonia Presbyterian Church; 

London, St. Lawrence; Half-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Lynn Nichol, 783 Victoria 
St., London, ON N5Y 4C9; 519-434-2476; 
briarhill33@yahoo.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox Presbyterian Church; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Catherine Calkin, 3403 
Perth Rd. 130,R.R. 2, St. Pauls, ON NOK 1V0; 
519-393-6395; calkin@quadro.net. 

Molesworth, St. Andrew’s; Part-time position; 


Interim Moderator Rev. Jeff Chalmers, 
117 Argyle St.N., Caledonia, ON N3W 1B8; 
905-765-4524: jeff.chalmers@ontario.ca. 
Chatsworth, St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church; 
Dornoch, Latona Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Michelle Butterfield- 
Kocis, c/o Westminister Presbyterian Church, 
PO Box 359, Paisley, ON NOG 2N0;519-353- 
6020; Westminster.stpaul@bmts.com. 
Hamilton, MacNab St.; Rev. George Robertson, 
80 Mill St. N., PO Box 221, Waterdown, 
ON LOR 2HO; 905-689-8115; 
rev.george@bellnet.ca. 


John Zondag, 220 Livingstone Ave.N., 
Listowel, ON N4W 1P9; 519-291-4690; 
jzondag@wightman.ca. 
Port Dover, Knox and Hagersville, St. Andrew's 
Hamilton, New Westminster; Half-time; Rev. R. (two-point charge); Interim Moderator 


Docherty, c/o St. John’s Presbyterian Church, 


UNIVERSITY CHAPLAIN 


The Brock University Ecumenical Chaplaincy committee is seeking a full time 
chaplain to replace the retiring chaplain. 


The preferred candidate will be an ordained minister from one of the three supporting 
denominations ( Anglican, Presbyterian, United) having a minimum of five years experience 
in ministry and a graduate (post-M. Div) degree. The salary and allowances are competitive 
and include two months summer vacation. 


Duties may include but are not limited to engaging students, faculty, and staff in areas 
of interfaith dialogue and spiritual searches; providing for reflection on ethical issues, 
religion, spirituality, social justice and public life; and providing spiritual care and pastoral 
counseling to a diverse community. 


Application deadline: February 29, 2008. Please forward applications to: 
Brock University Ecumenical Chaplaincy, c/o Prof. H. Donald Brown 
Department of Accounting, Brock University 
500 Glenridge Ave., St. Catharines, ON L2S 3A1 


Contact: Interim Moderator 
Rev. Mike 
Maroney, 

First Presbyterian 

oC hurch, 
60 Fifth St. 
Chatham, ON 
N7M 4V7 
519-352-2313 


“maroney@firstchathain.org 


KNOX PRESBYTER CHURCH Wallaceburg, Ontario 
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*You have a passion 
to help us build a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 
*You are able to make the Word of God relevant. 
*You know and imitate Christ. 
*You have a heart for missions. 
*Are you ready to help us 
become fishers of men, women 
and children? 


Rev. Kathy Morden, Knox Presbyterian Church, 


2058 Main St.N., Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0;519-587- 
2565; knoxchal@bellnet.ca. 

Sarnia, Paterson Memorial; Vacancy begins 
April 1, 2008; Rev. Ena Van Zoren, PO Box 421, 
Wyoming, ON NON 110; 519-845-1931; 
enavanz@gmail.com. 

Simcoe, St. Paul's; Rev. Dr. Stan Cox, Interim Mo- 
derator c/o St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, 85 
Lot St., Simcoe, ON N3Y 184;519-426-1845; 
sppc@kwic.com; www.stpaulssimcoe.com. 

Stoney Creek, Heritage Green; Half-time po- 
sition; Interim Moderator Rev. Bob Geddes, 
c/o The South Gate Presbyterian Church, 120 
Claredon Ave., Hamilton, ON L9A 3A5;905- 
385-7444; bobgeddes@mountaincable.net. 

Thornbury, St. Paul's; Rev. Alice Wilson, 

PO Box 20004, Hanover,ON N4N 371; 
standrews@wightman.ca. 

Wallaceburg, Knox Presbyterian; Interim Mode- 
rator Rev. Mike Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 60 Fifth St., Chatham,ON N7M 4V7; 
519-352-2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 

Woodstock, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. 
Lonnie Atkinson, c/o St. Paul’s Presbyterian 
Church, 56 Thames St.S., Ingersoll, ON N5C 
259; 519-485-3390; stpauls@execulink.com. 


Synod of Manitoba and 

Northwestern Ontario 

Carberry, Man., Knox-Zion Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jean Bryden, 808 9th 
St. NW, Portage la Prairie, MB R1N 3L3; 
204-857-4815; jbryden@mts.net. 

Selkirk, Man., Knox Presbyterian Church; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Robert Murray, PO Box 222, 
Pinawa, MB ROE 1L0; 204-753-8439; 
pcf@granite.mb.ca. 


Synod of Saskatchewan 

Saskatoon, Circle West; Parkview; Rev. Amanda 
Currie, 436 Spadina Cres. E, Saskatoon, SK S7K 
3G6; 306-242-0525; standrews@sasktel.net. 

Weyburn, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Tae- 
Wook (Jonathan) Kwon; PO Box 7, Grenfell, SK 
SOG 2B0; 306-697-2612; joyktw@hotmail.com. 


Synod of Alberta and the Northwest 

Chauvin, Alta., Westminster and Wainwright, 
Alta., St. Andrew's Pastoral Charge; Rev. 
Stephen Haughland, PO Box 663, Killam, 

AB TOB 2L0; 780-385-2147; tepkje@telus.net. 
Edmonton, Alta., Callingwood Road Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Bob Calder, 

6607 31st Ave., Edmonton, AB T6K 4B3; 
780-462-2446; crpc2007@gmail.com. 
Edmonton, Alta., Strathcona Presbyterian 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Church; www.spchurch.ca; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Annabelle Wallace, 423-14259 50th St. 
NW, Edmonton, AB T5A 5J2; 780-633-0170; 
annabellew@shaw.ca. 

Fort McMurray, Alta., Faith Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Lloyd Fourney, 
18512 92nd Ave.,Edmonton, AB T5T 1P4; 
780-481-1614; fourney@hotmail.com. 

Medicine Hat, Alta., St. John’s Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Diane V. Beach, 
212 Perry Cres. NE, Medicine Hat, AB T1C 1X3; 
home 403-526-3512, office 403-526-4542; 
dianebeach@shaw. ca. 


Synod of British Columbia 

Nanaimo, St. Andrew’s; Dr. John F. Allan, 4235 
Departure Bay Rd., Nanaimo, BC V9T 1C9; 
jfallan@shaw.ca. 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Vancouver, Chinese Presbyterian Church, 
Associate Minister, English ministry; 

Rev. Dr. Ted Siverns; 604-530-2401; 
tsiverns@lightspeed.ca. 


Obituaries 


JACK, Rev. James D. C., died on July 11, 
2007, in his 87th year. Jim was born 
in Brantford, Ont., in 1920 to James 
Hepburn Jack and Annie (Maich) Jack. 
His one brother, the late David Jack, was 
a good friend to him throughout his life. 
Jim graduated from Knox College and 
was ordained in 1946. That same year 
he married Mary Winchester and they 
took up their first work in Hartney, Man. 
Jim went on to serve at Jubilee, Stayner, 
Ont., and Zion, Sunnidale Corners, St. 
Andrew’s, Cobourg, Ont., and Leaside, 
Ont. He retired in 1986 and was named 
“Minister Emeritus” of Leaside. 

During his ministry, Jim was known 
for his solid preaching and caring 
pastoral manner. He was chaplain of the 
33rd Regiment in Cobourg and the 709 
Signals Regiment in Toronto. He served 
as Clerk of the Presbytery of Peterborough 
and moderator of the Synod of Toronto 
and Kingston. A generation of Presbyte- 
rian ministers knew him as their Greek 
tutor at Knox College. 

Fishing was his great passion. He 
fished for trout at the family cottage 


in Muskoka, in his beloved Algonquin 
Park and in the streams of southern 
Ontario. He was a long-time member of 
the Toronto branch of the Gilbert and 
Sullivan Society and he performed in 
several G & S operettas. 

Jim is survived by his wife Mary; his 
children Jim (Lisa), Anne (Robert), Helen 
(Robert) and Elizabeth (Bruce); 12 grand- 
children and five great-gandchildren. 
We remember with gratitude his warmth 
and his wit and will “carry on as if we 
knew what we were doing.” 


FARIS, Neil Ronald, was born on May 25, 
1920, ona farm near Newmarket, Ont. His 
ancestors included Selkirk settlers from 
Kildonan in Scotland who had trekked 
from Red River to the Scotch Settlement 
near Bradford in 1819. His great-grand- 
father, John Faris from County Caven, 
Ireland, donated the land on which the 
Auld Kirk was built in the “Settlement.” 
On June 7, 1944, Neil married Alma 
Elizabeth Longhurst with whom he shared 
his life for 63 years until he passed away 
on March 27, 2007. He had varied careers 
as a farmer, a contractor and a teacher. 
He was a lifelong and devoted member of 
the Presbyterian Church and served as an 
elder in St. Andrew’s, Newmarket, Laurel 
Lea-St. Matthew’s, Sarnia and Elmvale 
Presbyterian. He was a Commissioner to 
General Assembly in 1957 and was repre- 


OBITUARIES 


sentative elder to Barrie Presbytery. 

Neil was a man of deep compassion 
and faith who was always concerned to 
live the gospel in word and deed. In retire- 
ment in the 1990s, he was a member of 
the board of Presbyterian World Service 
and Development. He traveled to Costa 
Rica, Nicaragua, Zimbabwe, South Africa 
and Mozambique as an ambassador of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada and 
as a friend to all he met. 

Neil was predeceased by his daughter 
Elizabeth Land. He is survived by his 
wife Alma, daughter Mary Faris and son 
Rev. Dr. Robert Faris, and his grandchil- 
dren Kathleen, Alison, Kenneth and 
Richard Land. 


MCMILLAN, Isobel Islay, most beloved 
wife of Rev. Dr. Ken McMillan, a teacher, 
ideal minister’s wife and personal consul- 
tant, died on Sunday, June 3, 2007. Active 
in the Women’s Missionary Society, 
Canadian Bible Society and many other 
church activities, she was married for 64 
years and is survived by her husband; 
daughters Catherine (Andrew McGee) 
and Barbara (Peter Donaldson); grand- 
daughters Kyla and Sarah; grandsons 
Regan and Drew; and _great-grand- 
daughter Isobel Louise Malcolm. She was 
loved and admired and is greatly missed 
by all who knew her. She radiated charm 
wherever she went. @ 


New Book Announcement 


UN DERSTANDING 


Pele PALIN 


Understanding the Faith: Essays in Philosophical Theology 


BY JOSEPH C. MCLELLAND 


Understanding the Faith is a collection of essays in philosophical theology 


by Canadian theologian and philosopher of religion Joseph C. McLelland 


spanning his remarkable 50-year association with The Presbyterian College, 
Montreal. The range and depth of these articles on the nature of Christian 


ministry, the history of the Reformed tradition, and the state of religion 


in Canada, provide an important record of a half-century of theological 


reflection. McLelland’s insights on church, academy, and society deserve to be 


read again and again. 
Price: $24.95 
Clements Publishing 
ISBN: 9781894667616 


Understanding the Faith is the inaugural volume in a new series of publications 
called Presbyterian College Studies in Theology and Ministry, sponsored by 


The Presbyterian College, Montreal. The Presbyterian College, founded in 


Available from: 

The Book Room 

50 Wynford Drive 

Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 
Toll-free: 1-800-619-7301 
Tel: 416-441-1111 

Fax: 416-441-2825 
bookroom@presbyterian.ca 


1865, is a seminary of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, a member college of 
The Montreal School of Theology, and is affiliated with the Faculty of Religious 
Studies at McGill University. 


JosepH C. MCLELLAND is J. W. McConnell Professor of Philosophy of Religion 
Emeritus at McGill University and Robert Professor of History and Philosophy 
of Religion Emeritus at The Presbyterian College, Montreal. From 1975 to 1985 
he also served as Dean of the Faculty of Religious Studies at McGill University. 
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FROM THE 
MODERATOR 


Looking Forward 


New wineskins must accommodate the new wine of the gospel. 


BY REV. DR. J. H. HANS KOUWENBERG 


anus, the Roman god of gates, 

doors and new beginnings—after 

which the month of January gets 

its name—is often portrayed as 
having two faces, one looking back- 
ward and the other looking forward. 
Christians believe God is the God of 
the past, the present, and the future 
(Exod. 3:14a), as well as the God of 
new beginnings (Rev. 21:5b). Jesus, 
our Saviour and Lord, portrayed by 
John as being “the door” by which 
we enter into new life (In. 10:1-10), 
is also spoken of as being “the same 
yesterday, today and forever” (Heb. 
13:8). It’s helpful to meditate on the 
faithfulness of God’s mercies through 
tne seasons, of life (Vamieo:21,. 22) 
and the ability of God to bring us into 
new beginnings through Christ (2 Cor. 
5:17-18a) as we observe another transi- 
tion from the Old to the New Year. 

It’s good to look back, to reminisce 
about the good old times, as well as 
to recollect the sad events which we 
may have suffered. Looking back gives 
perspective. But it’s also important to 
look forward to the future. New hopes 
and dreams beckon. New challenges 
await our active consideration. New 
wineskins must accommodate the new 
wine of the gospel (Matt. 9:17). 

I have the impression Presbyterians 
are better at looking backward than 
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they are at looking forward. It’s easier 
to go with what we’ve known than 
to strike out into an uncertain future. 
Also, history is a fascinating subject. 
Presbyterians love their history. We 
even have a Presbyterian museum! 

I’ve had the privilege of preaching 
in services of worship and thanksgiving 
to God which celebrated a number of 
congregational anniversaries. Among 
these, four different congregations 
have marked 50, 100, 160 and 175 
years of history. Much has happened 
during those years; much has changed; 
but each of these congregations has 
borne faithful witness to the faithful- 
ness of God. I’m sure each of them not 
only want to look backward but also 
forward, in faith, to their future. Surely 
all congregations want their future to 
be as bright as their past. But this will 
not always be easy. 

In his book, The Future That Has 
Come, Kennon L. Callahan reminds us 
of several major paradigm shifts. We 
used to think, plan, behave and live 
as institutions but it’s clear we need to 
operate as movements. People don’t 
trust institutions. People want to move 
forward. We used to focus on the moti- 
vations of challenge, reasonability and 
commitment but we need to share the 
motivations of compassion, commu- 
nity and hope. These are different 
values than the values of previous 
generations. 

We used to pay little attention to 
the discoveries of the universe but 
today we encourage people to make 
sense of life in this God-given universe 
and on this fragile planet earth. 
Further, we used to have all kinds of 
long distance “marathon runners” 
in our congregations and we used to 
deprecate “sprinters” but today we 


also value excellent sprinters. People 
participate in short sprints; it is diffi- 
cult to recruit people for the long haul. 
That means shorter time spans for any 
series of instruction or study. 

We used to be able to count on 
people to support denominational 
mission but now we encourage people 
to participate in mission that is direct 
and grassroots. Short-term mission trips 
and local projects will flourish and bear 
much fruit. We are God’s missionaries 
together. We used to think we knew 
what was best for people but now we 
help people discover their own gifts, 
creativity and objectives within the 
larger whole. We used to have a focus 
on the parts and emphasized an inside- 
the-church life but now we encourage 
people to live the whole of life, wher- 
ever they may be. 

Things are different because 
the generations have changed. The 
veteran generation (before 1945), has 
been superseded by the baby boomer 
generation (1946-1964), and will soon 
be superseded by the “baby busters” 
(1965 on). This means change in the 
way we do things at church, as well as 
in our communities. 

I’m fortunate to work in a congre- 
gation that is aware of these challenges 
and open to make changes to reach 
the next generation for Christ. Are 
the people you work with ready for 
change? I pray they are. Otherwise we 
may not have much more history to 
celebrate or share. Happy New Year! m 


Hans Kouwenberg 
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www.openingdoorstodiscipleship.com 
Your denominational password is 42596 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 


God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might be saved. John 3:17 
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FOR THE 
RECORD 


THE CRACKS 
OB SOCIET® 


We who are strong need to offer a helping hand to those who need it. BY DAVID HARRIS 


homeless people begging on the streets. I 

was a Student visiting Rome during an Easter 
vacation and walking down the Via Del Corso 
in the heart of the city’s shopping district. 

Suddenly I found myself facing a row of 
small children sitting on the sidewalk furiously 
bending themselves back and forth yelling at 
the top of their lungs and holding out tins for us 
to drop some money in. 

Old women in rags were also yelling. I was taken aback. 
Once we had run their gauntlet, a friend explained that the wo- 
men were mothers and grandmothers yelling at their children 
to keep begging. The experience exposed the vain urbanity 
masking the naiveté of growing up in Nova Scotia. 

Despite this, my ignorance remained intact insofar as I as- 
sumed there were no such problems in my home and native 
land. That was before we moved to Toronto a dozen years ago. 
Walking downtown in the winter along Yonge Street meant 
stepping this way and that to avoid people, young and old, 
male and female, huddled over subway grates trying to keep 
warm. It was a pathetic game of hopscotch. 

In fact, homeless people are present in many communities 
but they are drawn to the big cities for the same reasons as 
everyone else. 

The reasons for people living on the streets are many. In 
Canada it has to do in large part with the closing of mental 
health institutions beginning in the 1960s. Partly political, par- 
tly ideological, the effect was to throw thousands out on the 
street who were ill-equipped to take care of themselves. 

In Toronto alone, the city identified more than 5,000 ho- 
meless people in a 2006 survey. In 2002, almost 32,000 peo- 
ple used homeless shelters at least once, including more than 
5,000 children. 

We are not comfortable with seeing people lying on our 
streets begging, nor should we be. What is almost as disturbing 
as the facts is the common underlying belief that somehow it is 
the fault of street people that they are in their predicament. 

That is willful naiveté. If living on the streets and beg- 
ging were so easy, more of us would be doing it. The truth is 
that many people have mental illnesses that are undiagnosed 
or difficult to treat. Drug addicts are often effectively self- 


]: never forget the first time I encountered 
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medicating. Prostitutes are most frequently the 
victims of an abusive childhood. 

Besides those whose troubles are rarely of 
their own making, our cities are seeing more and 
more refugees and “illegal” immigrants fleeing 
their homes in dangerous ways to come to the re- 
lative safety and presumed prosperity of Canada. 
In Toronto alone, people involved in street mini- 
stries estimate several hundred such people are 
smuggled into the country each year and dumped 
on a street corner with nothing except wholly 
inadequate clothes, speaking neither English nor French. 

What are we to do? At least three things. 

Firstly, we need to hold these people in our prayers. I don’t 
mean asking God for miracles. Prayers help keep people and 
situations in the front of our minds. By mentioning the home- 
less, the mentally ill, the addicts and the abused in our private 
prayers as well as public prayers in church, we are less incli- 
ned to forget them and their needs. 

Secondly, we need to support generously the ministries 
in our communities and church that provide food, shelter and 
counselling. Some of these ministries in Toronto are the focus 
of photographer Abel Pandy’s lens in our cover feature. 

Make it a Lenten practice of giving any person asking for 
money the loonies and twoonies that accumulate in your poc- 
ket. They are as much in need of a coffee as we are. 

Thirdly, we need to remember our prayers when we are vo- 
ting for whatever level of government to support housing and 
health care policies to take care of those who have otherwise 
slipped through the cracks of society. 

They are children of God as much as we are and we who 
are strong need to offer a warm, strong helping hand. 


A warm note of appreciation to our donors who supported the 
Record’s2007 Appeal.Wereceivedmorethan $100,000, whichis 
not only a tremendous sign of support for the magazine but 
will enable us to bring you more in-depth stories from our 
award-winning team. Thank you! 
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Rogers refuted 

The review of Jack Rogers’ book on 
homosexuality June, 2007) unfortu- 
nately adds to the confusion on this 
matter in the church at large. Prof. 
Robert Gagnon of Pittsburgh (Presbyte- 
rian) Theological Seminary has refuted 
every major exegetical and theological 
claim made by Rogers in his monu- 
mental work The Bible and Homosexual 
Practice: Texts and Hermeneutics; and 
also in his detailed critique of Rogers 
at robgagnon.net/articles/RogersUse- 
Analogies.pdf 

It troubles me that the Record 
continues to stoke the flames of this 
debate by giving prominence to books 
like Rogers’, which are theologically 
and exegetically flawed. 

I studied under Jack Rogers at Fuller 
Seminary years ago, and even then he 
was moving toward a liberal theolog- 
ical agenda. His leftward pilgrimage is 
disappointing but not unexpected to 
many of us who have known him. 

REV. DR. J. KEVIN LIVINGSTON, TORONTO 


Faiz misspoke 

I’m a bit startled by Andrew Faiz’s 
January column, Jesus Good. I thought 
I should clarify some points. 

I think it is misleading to suggest 
that my book The End of Religion offers 
a message that “isn’t that far” from 
that of Hitchens or Spong. I see both 
of them, in different ways, throwing 
the baby (of the _ biblical/historical 
Jesus) out with the dirty water (of 
religious failure). My book targets the 
same people who might pick up a book 
by Hitchens or Spong, but with the 
hope of rekindling their interest in the 
Jesus of Scripture. Our job as Christ- 


followers is to continually submit our 
personal lives and our corporate lives 
to the Lordship of Jesus—something 
that will include submitting even our 
current structures and traditions to 
Scriptural teaching. 

And Faiz misspoke to say that 
The Meeting House, where I am the 
teaching pastor, is “non-denomina- 
tional.” The Meeting House is an evan- 
gelistic church-plant of the Brethren 
In Christ and we continue to be very 
grateful to have their support, blessing 
and accountability. 

BRUXY CAVEY, OAKVILLE, ONTARIO 


Andrew Faiz responds: 

Your comments are fair; but I’ll still do 
my best to defend myself from them. 
I did fail to check the denominational 
link to The Meeting House. My apolo- 
gies for that oversight. 

In our current cultural landscape— 
which is the focus on my column— 
religion is under attack. (And between 
you and me, justifiably—and if people 
like you and me start saying that out too 
loud, then, well, who needs enemies?) 
Your book, therefore, is one more voice 
addressing the same cultural malaise; 
though with a decidedly Jesus-centred 
response. 


January Good 

I particularly enjoyed reading the arti- 
cles in the January issue—something 
for everyone. Among the articles | 
found most interesting was the feature 
on Rick Warren, Chuck Congram’s 
take on relationships, the informative 
Presby-Assyrians and the funny piece 
on a Canadian comic in New York. I 
even found it interesting to look up the 
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LETTERS 
<< Pontius’ Puddle 
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meaning of “zeitgeist,” which made 
Andrew Faiz’s treatise Jesus Good, 
dealing with acceptance/love of all 
people, understandable and interest- 
piquing. Now to find out about the 
on-line program Opening the Doors to 
Discipleship as advertised on the back 
cover. 

CAL WITHERS, LONDON, ONT. 


Rhetorical pinpricks 
Re Secular Militants, November 
Theists have a much better case than 
atheists for explaining such things as 
the origin of the universe, the fine- 
tuning of physical constants that make 
life possible, the origin of biological 
information in DNA, the objectivity 
of morality, the existence of human 
consciousness and rationality and the 
existence of non-utilitarian value (such 
as self-sacrifical love), just to name a 
few. And, as a Christian theist, allow me 
to also add the resurrection of Jesus. 
John McTavish is. correct in 
pointing out that the atheist’s trump 
card, the problem of evil, itself presup- 
poses the existence of God. If there is 
no absolute standard of goodness, i.e., 
God, then evil is simply a bunch of stuff 
“the atheist doesn’t happen to like.” 
These books fail to do the hard 
work of engaging the theistic argu- 
ments of contemporary theologians 
and philosophers such as N.T. Wright 
and Alvin Plantinga. If they did, they 
might be more circumspect and some- 
what less vociferous in their opin- 
ions. In the meantime, I think Chris- 
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tians, at least, can endure the rhetor- 
ical pinpricks from this recent spate of 
skeptical attacks on our faith. 

DENNIS KIM, COQUITLAM, B.C. 


It has been my experience that if 
you delve beneath the hard exterior 
of most atheists you will find a one- 
time believer. The person has suffered 
a deep spiritual wound and they have 
turned upon God. They see the deep 
hurt as God lashing out at them. They 
are fighting back against this insensi- 
tive God. 

In their incessant denial of God 
they are picking at the scab covering 
their wound. The more vicious their 
denial of God the deeper was their 
faith. How else could anyone be 
convincing in this tirade of hate. 

MARY WILTON, OSHAWA, ONT. 


Learn war no more 
I was disappointed in the Christmas 
message from the editor. It reminded 
me of warnings about political writing 
from George Orwell in his essay, Politics 
and the English Language: “Defenseless 
villages are bombarded from the air, the 
inhabitants driven out into the coun- 
tryside, the cattle machine-gunned, the 
huts set on fire with incendiary bullets: 
this is called pacification.” Similarly, 
Harris indicates that Canadian military 
intervention in Afghanistan creates 
“possibilities for peace” and that “peace 
is a messy business.” 

Harris omitted an essential compo- 
nent of a Christmas message from a 


Presbyterian publication: the prophetic 
tradition. “They shall beat their swords 
into plowshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more.” 

ROBERTA W. LEE, SAINT JOHN, N.B. 


Re A Call For Peace, October News 

How could the PCC justify negotiating 
with a group of thugs and terrorists 
such as the Taliban who stand against 
everything not only Presbyterians, but 
Canadians as a nation believe: Freedom 
of religion, speech, education for all 
and equal opportunity for women. 

We are faithfully engaged when 
our democratically elected government 
lived up to our international obligations 
by engaging the Taliban in their efforts 
to impose their morally corrupt system 
on a downtrodden and helpless nation. 

Our troops are not only fighting, 
they are assisting the people of Afghan-.. 
istan to better their lives and arrive at a 
point where they are the sole masters 
of their own country. One in which 
they can know true democracy and 
the feeling of living in peace not fear. 

JOHN E. MOORS LT. COL. RETD., BELLEVILLE, ONT. 


Calling on the west 

We have subscribed to your publication 
for a few years now and enjoy the great 
articles on what our wonderful church 
is doing world wide and locally here 
in Canada. But we wonder why there 
is very little written with regards to 
western Canada, mainly the prairies. 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


The Record has very little western 
content. We here on the prairies would 
love to show you our lives too. What 
do you think? 

CHEYNE DOWSON, EDMONTON 
The editor responds: 
We are open to every voice, from every 
church. If you have a story to share, write 
to mngeditor@presbyterianrecord.ca. 


Love in action 
The Record’s October editorial was 
pushing dialogue with Muslims. The 
same day I got a report from The 
Mustard Seed, a faith mission in Taiwan. 
They have become self-supporting and 
are reaching out to others around them 
in Southeast Asia. Here there are Muslim 
and Hindu communities in rural areas 
with no school or medical centres. When 
asked by the leaders, “How could we 
help you?” The answer is always, “Please 
give us schools for our children”. 

So they are building and staffing 
a building that is used seven days a 
week. During the day it is a school. 
In the afternoons and evenings it is a 
medical clinic. On week-ends, it is a 
youth centre and on Sundays it is used 
to worship. This seems to me a better 
plan than dialoguing with people who 
don’t have any idea of God’s love in 
giving His Son to save us from our 
sins. Here they see God’s love in action 
through His people. 

PS: The article on Afghanistan was 
good. I pulled it out and gave it to a 
friend whose son is over there trying to 
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help the people as a Canadian soldier. 
KATHLEEN LYONS, OAKWOOD, ONT. 


Telling it as it is 
A word of appreciation is in order 
for moderator Hans Kouwenberg’s 
November column. How refreshing 
to find no indulgence in church back- 
patting but a solemn warning of the 
need to return to our roots serving our 
Lord and Saviour. Such an observation 
is itself recognition of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada having drifted danger- 
ously in practice from unquestioned 
centrability of Jesus Christ Himself to a 
primary concern for its own denomina- 
tional identity and prestige. It is hoped 
that many readers of the Record, espe- 
cially church leaders, will be awakened 
enough by this moderatorial challenge 
to become willing to receive God’s gift 
of “repentance unto life” as were the 
Gentiles in the days of the Apostle Paul. 
Thank you Hans for “telling it as it is.” 
JIM PHILPOTT, PERTH, ONT. 


Correction: The building of Knox, 
Cannington, that was destroyed by fire 
last October is actually 128 years old, not 
144 as the article stated. The building 
was dedicated on Oct. 5, 1879, and the 
congregation worshipped in various 
buildings prior to this. 


Note: The Record received a lot of response 
to the November editorial A Grave Sin. 
We couldn’t possibly hope to publish it 
all. It can be found on our website. m 


“What Evangel 
Hall Means 
to Me” 


“| find the Hall a great way to 
start the day as it keeps... 
My body clothed, 

My belly full, 

My brain occupied. 

I'm less depressed. 

Plus the staff makes me feel 
like I’m a person and that I’m 
needed. | would really miss this 
place if it wasn’t here.” 
~ Bill, Program Participant 


“Since | have lived at EHM... 
| now have stable housing, 
I'm recovering from drug 
and alcohol abuse, 
| can tell other women that 
they too can recover, 
| now have a permanent 
address, | have a home.” 
~ Anne, Evangel Hall 
Mission Resident 


Spend an hour or a day at 
Evangel Hall Mission and you 
will see why we mean so much 

to the people we help. 


We are always in need of 
financial support and volunteers. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 
Phone (416) 504-3563 
Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 
Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR 0001 


February 2008 | Presbyterian Record / 


People — Places 


For more People & Places submissions, please visit our website: 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


People and Places is really about 
transitions; some of which are hard, 
some welcomed. St. Andrew's, New- 
market, Ont., has a great story to tell, 
and the details of it are on our websi- 
te. The short version is about paying 
for renovations and an extension 
that began in 1992. Last November 


Cake-cutting of the month: Rev. Hans Kouwenberg helped West Flamboro, Dundas, the congregation burned the mort- 
Ont., celebrate their 175th anniversary. Along the way he gave the recently ordained gage papers. From left: John Hopkins, 
Rev. Stephen Jenvey a few pointers on how to cut a cake. Do not try this at home, chair facilities committee with Geor- 


please; these men are professionals. ge Smith, clerk of session; in the 
background from left, former mini- 


ster Rev. Angus McGillivray, Kathleen 
McGillivray, lrene Howard, Marg Raw- 
son and Elizabeth Sharpe. 


Nov. 11, 2007 saw veterans from World War 
Il and the Korean War gather at Comox 
Valley, Comox, on Vancouver Island, to par- 
ticipate in a Remembrance Day ceremony 
as part of the regular service. Pictured are: 
Gordon Johnson, (WW II) Jean Thomas (WW 
Il) , Garry Johnson (Korea), Jack Morrison, 
Bill Murray, Lloyd Kuhn, Art Rowlandson 
and Hal Hicks. 
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Rev. Sam Priestly may have retired from St. Andrew's, 
Markham, Ont.,in October but he’s forever on the map. 
Flanking him at his farewell reception are Markham 
city councillor John Webster, left, and York regional 
councillor Jack Heath. 


First, Nelson, B.C., has seen some hard times in recent years—a phase 
in the life of every church. But, they've picked themselves up, dusted 
themselves off and with a little help from the Presbytery of Koote- 
nay they began anew in November. From left: Eileen Welsh, Rev. Don 
Lindsay, Susan Lindsay, John Stack, Betty McCrae. 


Had cake lately? 


See www.presbyterianrecord.ca for instructions on how to submit 


to People and Places. 


Also on our website: 


The WMS in Sooke; anniversaries and citations in Bedford, Brantford 
and Bracebridge; magnificent cakes in Guelph and New Westminster; 
a very active youth group in Pickering; and something's burning 

in Sylvan Lake. 
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Rev. Dr. Hans Koucnbers. Moderator of the 133rd General Assembly, met with Prime Minister Stephen Harpe last December. 
_ Ed Fast, uncle) Member of. Parliament for Abbotsford, B.C., facilitated the meeting. | 


MODERATOR REV. HANS KOUWENBERG 
spoke with Prime Minister Stephen 
Harperabout poverty and First Nations’ 
issues in Ottawa last December. Kou- 
wenberg delivered a church leaders’ 
letter on poverty that was signed by 
all members of the Canadian Council 
of Churches. 

Kouwenberg said he felt the Prime 
Minister was open to discussing some 
of the items which are of deep con- 
cern to the church. 

The two also discussed the forth- 
coming apology that the government 
has said it will offer to First Nations 
people concerning Indian residential 
schools. 

“T pointed out to him that this 
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Poverty Tops coma 


apology should not be understood 
as bringing about any sense of clo- 
sure as was mentioned in the throne 
speech, but rather as a renewal in a 
pledge to walk together with First 
Nations people in new paths of heal- 
ing and reconciliation.” 

Kouwenberg also mentioned the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commis- 
sion, a joint government and church 
initiative where stories of residential 
schools will be voiced and shared, 
and the renewal of the Covenant to 
Walk Together that national church 
leaders attended in Winnipeg last 
summer and the upcoming church 
and aboriginal leaders’ tour that is 
to take place in March. He invited 


Harper, whose mother currently 
attends Westminster Presbyterian in 
Calgary, to bless the beginning of this 
tour in Ottawa. 

“Although he did not commit to 
attend this event, he told me would 
not be issuing the government’s apol- 
ogy until the people who were going 
to be appointed to this tour were in 
place,” said Kouwenberg. “He hoped 
this would be before March, and indi- 
cated his government was committed 
to this process.” 

During the meeting, Kouwenberg 
was presented with a certificate of 
congratulations on his appointment 
as Moderator of the 133rd General 
Assembly. @ -AM 
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Reformed bodies unite 


WCRC will represent 80 million Christians 


IN A MOVE that “shows the churches 
coming together,” the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches and the Reformed 
Ecumenical Council have agreed to 
unite. The October decision means the 
new global body will represent more 
than 80 million Reformed Christians in 
more than 100 million countries. 

“This is a historic moment,” said 
WARC general secretary Setri Nyomi 
in a press release. “The Reformed fam- 
ily has demonstrated that we have the 
ability to engage together in a united 
fellowship and overcome divisions— 
and for this we are thankful to God.” 

WARC has proposed that the new 
group be named the World Com- 
munion of Reformed Churches. The 
WARC Executive Committee defines 
“communion” as, “an expression of 
our being together in the body of 
Christ as we move towards that one- 
ness which is the gift and calling of 
God, fully expressed in the Trinity.” 

The key callings of the new 
Reformed body will be: 
¢ to foster Reformed confessional 
identity and communion among 
Reformed churches, and unity in 
the whole church; 
to promote justice, and to work for 
peace and reconciliation in the world; 
to encourage the renewal of 
Reformed worship and spiritual life; 
to strengthen leadership development 
and the nurturing of the covenant 
community; 


¢ to promote the full participation of 
women and youth in all aspects 
of the church’s life; 

e to renew a passion among Reformed 
Christians for God’s mission in a 
spirit of partnership and unity; 

¢ to interpret Reformed theology for 
contemporary witness and for the 
unity of the church. 

Rev. Stephen Kendall, principal 
clerk of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, is a member of the merger 
implementation task force, as well as 
the chair of WARC’s finance commit- 
tee. He attended WARC’s executive 
council in Trinidad where the union 
decision was made. The task force will 
be responsible for a constitution, bud- 
get, staffing and structure details, the 
Uniting General Council in 2010 in 
Grand Rapids, MI, as well as fundrais- 
ing and communication plans. 

“This will be an expression of the 
unity within the Reformed church,” 
Kendalie tolda. the: ~ Record. Often 
Reformed churches point out their 
divisions,” he said, noting that REC 
member churches traditionally come 
from a more conservative background 
than those in WARC, “but this shows 
the churches coming together.” 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
has been a part of WARC since its incep- 
tion in 1970, and Kendall said he hopes 
the PCC can have some involvement 
in hosting the 2010 General Council in 
Michigan. m-—AM with files from WARC 


Moderator on YouTube 


YOUTUBE, the online video sharing site, 
has added another Presbyterian minis- 
ter to its library. Rev. Dr. Hans Kouwen- 
berg has entered the realm of multi- 
media with a sermon he gave at Knox 
College last November. The sermon 
runs in three parts and was about mod- 
eling ministry, based on Mark 7: 31-37. 


A second sermon, given at Rosedale, 
Toronto, may eventually be added. To 
listen to the Knox College sermon, visit 
www.youtube.com and type “Hans 
Kouwenberg” in the search field. You- 
Tube also features sermons by Rev. 
Mark Lewis, minister at St. Andrew’s, 
Kitchener, Ont. s—AM 


Dictionary.com defines 
mortgage, loan and debt 
in the following way: 


mort-gage — noun 

mw a conveyance of an interest in 
property as security for the 
repayment of money borrowed 


joan — noun 

w something lent on condition 
of being returned, a sum of 
money lent at interest 


debt — noun 

a a liability or obli- 
gation to pay or 
render something 


No matter how 
you define money Sf 

owed, the sum of 

$200,000 is needed Ww y C M 
to pay off loans/mortgages/debts 

at Anishinabe Place of Hope. 

Each monthly repayment of 

$800 is an amount of money that 
cannot go into programming. 

Can you imagine the benefit to 


our Programs if $800 per month 
was suddenly available? 


Can you help? ff 1000 
Presbyterians were to donate 
$200 each, the debt on this 
new building would suddenly 
disappear. From that moment 
forward, all dollars raised would 
support the people who need it 
most — disadvantaged inner city 
children, families and individuals. 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 
Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 


P.O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4A7 


Flora House 204-586-5494 
llowship Centre 
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Man 


OF ALL THE SERMONS he delivered in 
his long career at St. Andrew’s, Ottawa, 
(from 1943 to 1960), Rev. Dr. A. Ian 
Burnett may have made his greatest 
impact with one from 1950. Sitting in 
his usual pew listening to the noted 
preacher was Senator Norman McLeod 
Paterson. 

Burnett expressed his concern about 
the spread of the gospel, and he cast that 
concern in a specific context. Although 
he was comfortable enough, he said, 
many of his colleagues existed on only 
the minimum stipend, then $2,000 a 
year. His concern was that many minis- 
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A Remarkable 


Norman Paterson's legacy lives 
on in the church. By ALAN M. MCPHERSON 


ters might be worn down in their task 
of living and proclaiming the gospel 
because of the very real worries they 
faced as they scrimped and patched, 
raising families on barely $40 a week. 
Norman Paterson listened and 
decided to act. He had prospered and he 
would share those blessings. He created 
a fund for those struggling minis- 
ters, to which he would contribute $1 
million, in $25,000 increments. That 
would be enough to pay 500 ministers 
on minimum stipend. An equivalent 
amount today would be almost $16 
million. He continued to give even after 


He had prospered. 
God had blessed the work 
of his hands and mind 


the million-dollar mark was reached. 

Two particular stipulations were 
important to Paterson. One was that 
the money be used to help married 
ministers with children. Those, of 
course, were the days when all minis- 
ters were male, fewer women worked 
outside the home and most parishio- 
ners would have been appalled to hear 
that their minister’s wife had gone 
to work. The other was that the fund 
be anonymous. His name should not 
be used or known. It was not until 
after his death in 1983 that his family 
gave their consent to the fund being 
renamed the Norman M. Paterson 
Fund for Ministerial Assistance. 

Times have changed, of course. Not 
all ministers are men. Many spouses 
do work outside the home. The fund 
committee has moved with the times 
but still seeks to fulfill the main intent of 
Paterson’s generosity. As well as “married 
ministers,” the terms have been broad- 
ened to include divorced or separated 
ministers who have financial respon- 
sibility for their children. To keep a 
level playing field, and recognizing that 
working spouses contribute financially, 
the qualifying limit has been adjusted 
to “household income not exceeding 
$10,000 above the minimum stipend.” 

In more than 55 years of operation, 
the fund has reached hundreds of fami- 
lies. But when many congregations are 
facing financial difficulties, the reality 
is that (as Gordon Haynes, Associate 
Secretary for Canada Ministries, who 
also serves as Secretary of the Fund, 
once said) “there are many ministers for 
whom the minimum stipend will be the 
maximum stipend they ever receive.” m 


Alan McPherson is the retired minister of 
Central, Hamilton, Ont. A fuller version 
of this article appears on our website. 
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A Padre in 
Kandahar 


He listens for questions soldiers need to ask. 


BY CHARLES DEOGRATIAS 


ONE OF THE PRIVILEGES of being a mili- 
tary chaplain is the ability to be present 
with soldiers in the most dangerous 
places. We visit them regularly and 
sometimes we stay with them. We 
listen to them trying to make sense of 
the senseless by asking real and deep 
questions. One soldier recently asked 
me: “Padre, I just killed two Taliban last 
night. What do you think God thinks 
about me?” I paused for a moment and 
thought about the soldier standing 
before me as a Canadian who is trained 
to kill but not born to kill. I had the 
privilege of looking into his eyes. From 
where we were standing, we could see in 
the distance children running behind 
their own house playing. I pointed at 
them and told the soldier that those 
children could not be playing if he was 
not there protecting them. 

It was important to note to the 
soldier, as a way of reminder, that 


Canadian servicemen and 
women are not the target 
in this war, they are just the 
scapegoat. The real target 
in this war is the Afghan 
people. The soldier asked 
the question because he 
thought he was not good 
anymore, having killed, 
which is against human 
decency. He thanked me 
for giving him another way 
of looking at himself. I told 
the soldier that it was not 
important to thank me. But rather it 
was important that he asked the ques- 
tion the day after he killed the two 
Taliban and not two years later. This is 
but a small taste of what we experience 
and hopefully it gives a sense of what 
Canadians are doing here in Afghani- 
stan. As a Presbyterian chaplain, I want 
to thank all Presbyterians for praying for 


NEWS 


the troops who are our heroes, as they 
continue to bring hope to the people 
of Afghanistan. Please continue to pray 
for us until our work is done. @ 


Padre Charles Deogratias, originally from 
Rwanda, is a graduate of Knox College, 
Toronto, and currently a military chaplain 
posted in Afghanistan. 


Presbyterians Fast to Help End Hunger 


THREE LEADING PRESBYTERIANS partici- 
pated in a one-day fast led by Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank, along with leaders 
from other denominations and agen- 
cies to help draw attention to ending 
world hunger. 

“This fast serves as a witness to 
Canada and to the world,” said Rev. 
Rick Fee, General Secretary of the PCC’s 
Life and Mission Agency, in a press 
release. “Hunger must end. It is not 
acceptable that there are still over 800 
million people in the world without 
sufficient food to eat.” 

Fee, who is also the chair of CFGB’s 


board of directors, fasted on Nov. 28 
along with fellow Presbyterians Rev. 
Stephen Kendall, Principal Clerk, 
and Kenneth Kim, Executive Director 
of Presbyterian World Service and 
Development. 

Fee told the Record the CFGB Board 
met about a week after the event to 
discuss “how the world food supply 
system is particularly strained right now, 
how the meteoric rise of China and 
India is affecting food production and 
distribution, and the shifting of corn 
into ethanol production rather than for 
human consumption and what this is 


doing to food supply around the world.” 

In addition to spending the day in 
fasting and prayer, the church leaders 
added their names to a letter which was 
sent to Prime Minister Stephen Harper. 
The letter encourages the federal 
government to strengthen its efforts to 
reduce and end hunger. 

The day also launched a new CFGB 
program called End Hunger Fast. It is 
hoped that this program will provide 
a meaningful way for Canadians to get 
involved in the work of ending hunger 
in whatever way they can. To learn 
more, visit www.endhungerfast.com 


February 2008 | Presbyterian Record | 3 


NEWS 


Meet the Moderator 


Nominees 


Education, leadership and diversity keys to church’s future. BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


Rev. Thomas Kay 


TWO NAMES WILL APPEAR on the ballot 
for Moderator of the 2008 General 
Assembly, both immigrants from 
two very Presbyterian countries: Rev. 
Thomas Kay of Knox, Guelph, Ont., 
from Scotland, and Rev. Cheol Soon 
Park, of Toronto Korean, from Korea. 
The new moderator will be officially 
voted in at the assembly to be held in 
Ottawa in June. 


Rev. Thomas Kay has served in 
five charges in P.E.I., Nova Scotia, 
and Ontario; has been clerk and 
moderator of six presbyteries and has 
served on the Fund for Ministerial 
Assistance, the Committee for Theo- 
logical Education, and on the General 
Assembly’s Committee on Business. 
He has been active in camping minis- 
tries, was a lecturer in church polity 
at Knox College, was chaplain of the 
Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment, 
and helped establish CORE, a group 
coordinating the social action minis- 
tries of churches in Guelph. He is 
married to Cathy, a minister at Knox, 
Crieff, Ont. They have three adult 
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Rev. Cheol Soon Park 


children in university. 

“There are many challenges facing 
the PCC today, not least are issues of 
identity, theological and social rele- 
vance, and denominational vitality. 
Some of those issues have been high- 
lighted in debate around the departure 
of the minister and many members of 
the congregation of Trinity, Oro. Out 
of that sad situation, however, has 
come a reminder of the PCC’s greatest 
strength—its individual congregations. 
With more emphasis on supporting 
and encouraging the vitality of congre- 
gations, denominational vitality can 
take care of itself. 

“An essential element of congre- 
gational vitality is education in the 
faith. When individual members are 
engaged in faith formation ministries, 
the life of the whole congregation 
benefits. If, by God’s grace, the church 
calls me as moderator, I would hope 
to focus renewed energy and atten- 
tion on educational ministries at all 
levels—from the local Sunday school 
to the education of future ministers in 
our schools of theology.” 


Rev. Cheol Soon Park is the son of a 
Presbyterian minister, and graduate of 
Knox College. Prior to Toronto Korean 
(1,500 members) he was minister 
at Kitchener-Waterloo Korean. Park 
has served on the Committee on 
Church Doctrine, the Evangelism 
Committee, the Centre for Asian- 
Canadian Theology and Ministry at 
Knox College, the Board of Governors 
of Knox College, and as the clerk of the 
Presbytery of Eastern Han-Ca. Park has 
been married to Karen for 25 years and 
they have three children. 

“T think we have been in survival 
mode for so long that we have become 
quite comfortable with it. The church’s 
future depends on the leadership of the 
church. We should look back to realize 
what has been missing in the life of the 
PCC. And we should look around to see 
what is available to improve the situation 


“| think we have been in survival 
mode for so long that we have 
become quite comfortable with it” 


and to get the energy back to the local 
congregation. Reflection may be a luxury 
for us. Concrete action is a mandate. 

“T’d like to focus on the globaliza- 
tion of our understanding. We need to 
open our eyes to realize what is going 
on in Canada as well as abroad. When 
we become truly open regardless of 
ethnicity, colour, gender and heritage, 
we will be able to serve and win the 
world to our Lord. 

“The local church should be a place 
that makes a joyful noise and wakes up 
people’s heart and minds. In order to 
achieve it, renewal of leadership is a 
pre-requisite.” 
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NEWS 


Council Plans for Diversity 


Aboriginal issues also get attention. BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


THE ASSEMBLY COUNCIL met in 
November, and Aboriginal issues were 
discussed in various ways. Lisbeth 
Duncan, convener, and former moder- 
ator Wilma Welsh reported on a trip to 
the Medicine Eagle Retreat and Healing 
Place in Manitoba. They were invited 
along with the PCC’s Healing and 
Reconciliation Animator, Lori Ransom, 
and staff from Winnipeg Inner City 
Mission, to talk, forge friendships, and 
learn about life on the reserve. 


Ethics and racial diversity will be 
highlighted in any future hiring 
of national staff 


Laura Robinson, a journalist who has 
reported on Aboriginal issues for 17 years, 
presented her short film, Front Runners. 
The movie chronicles the lives of two 
boys who attended Birtle Residential 
School (a PCC school that was located in 
Manitoba), and their experiences on the 
school’s famed running team. Council 
agreed to officially endorse the film. 

It was also noted that as General 
Assembly decided in 2006, funds saved 
from the church’s reduced liability 
cap (from $2.1 to 1.32 million) from 
the now-finalized residential schools 
settlement will be used for healing and 
reconciliation purposes. 

The long-range planning committee 
presented its interim plans for a new 
church vision. “Meaningful Mission 
and Ministry for Today and Tomorrow” 
will be the overarching topic at about 
15 three-day meetings to be held 
among variously grouped presbyteries, 
in consultation with synod executives, 
led by a to-be-hired staff person. Infor- 
mation gathered will help create a 
vision for the work of the church. The 
process is expected to take about 12 to 
18 months and will be supported by 
about $200,000 already set aside from 
undesignated bequests. 

Other business included: 


The finance committee decided to 
grant Trinity, Oro, a bridging loan of 
just over $236,000 that will be used 
to retire the mortgage on its building 
with Royal Bank. The first two years of 
the loan will be interest-free, and the 
loan is expected to be paid in full in 
five years. 

The Vine Helpline is the official 
name of the new two-year pilot project 
that brings together the departments 
of Worship and Evangelism, Education 
in Faith, and Ministry with Children 
and Youth. The program launched in 
early 2008, and will operate through 
staff, volunteers, and leadership. 

The Policy on Racial Harassmentand 
Racial Diversity was further revised. A 
vision was adopted to signal the PCC’s 
future directions toward racial and 
ethnic diversity at the national level 
of leadership in the church. Ethnic 
and racial diversity will be highlighted 
in any future hiring of national staff, 
appointments to presbytery commit- 
tees and boards, recommendations 


to national standing committees, and 
the selection of candidates for pres- 
bytery and synod staff positions and 
committees. 

Three new Mission Priority Funds 
have been created and will be handled 
by the Planned Giving office. Though 
monies will come from _ undesig- 
nated bequests (up to a maximum of 
$1 million per fund), it is hoped that 
individual donors will contribute. The 
three funds are: Creative Children and 
Youth Ministries, Mission Connec- 
tions, and New Church Development 
Assistance Fund. 

Discussions about creating a 
moderatorial stole, the prospect of 
which had been sent to the Assembly 
Council executive at last year’s General 
Assembly, will cease. The executive 
noted that “recognizing that it has 
been before the church for a number 
of years, and has caused considerable 
debate and even some concern ... this 
may not be the time to move in this 
direction.” @ 
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.e4% CONTINUING EDUCATION at 
+ KNOX COLLEGE 


CHURCH INTHE 21ST CENTURY EVENT 
“Christian Faith and Theology: The Pressing Issues of the Day” 


The Reverend Dr. Samuel Wells 
Dean of Duke Chapel, Duke University 
Monday, March 3, 2008 

rkshop: 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Fee: $30 before February 22, 2008; $35 after 


Public Lecture 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at Knox College 
: No Charge. Please RSVP 


. For More Information: 416.946.8536 or knox.ewart@utoronto.ca 
To Register Online: www.utoronto.ca/knox 
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WORLD NEWS 


IN BRIEF 


Making amends 


ENI—Brazilian Cardinal Claudio Hummes, 
prefect of the Congregation of the Clergy, 
asked Roman Catholics worldwide, in 
the Vatican-based Osservatore Romano 
newspaper, to engage in prayer to make 
amends for the actions of pedophile priests 
and to help their victims. The prayers should 
take the form of the “perpetual adoration” 
of the Eucharist, where members of the 
church take turns to maintain a vigil in 
front of a consecrated host representing 
the body of Jesus. 

Cardinal Hummes said there had 
always been scandals involving clergy in 
the Catholic Church, but that “they had 
blown up in recent times with heavy conse- 
quences.” Still, Hummes said, “the great 
majority of the clergy has nothing to do 
with such scandals.” 


The Christian Allah 


ENI—The Christian Federation of Malaysia 
expressed “deep disappointment and 
regret” at the government announcement 
that only Muslims were allowed to use the 
word ‘Allah.’ The Government said the word 
‘Allah’ referred only to the Muslim God and 
that non-Muslims were banned from using 
the expression. 

Bishop Paul Tan Chee Ing, a Jesuit cleric 
and head of the Malaysian Christian Fede- 
ration responded in a statement:”The word 
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‘Allah’ is a pre-Islamic word used by Arab 
Christians before Islam came into being. 

About 60 percent of Malaysia's 25 
million people are Muslims. Christians 
and Buddhists, who are mostly from the 
country’s minority Chinese community, 
make up about 28 percent of the popula- 
tion and Hindus of Indian origin make up 
about 10 percent. 


Elections and violence 


ENI—“We are appealing to our churches 
to donate food, clothes and other essential 
supplies and gather them in their respec- 
tive parishes,” Anglican Archbishop 
Benjamin Nzimbi said in early January after 
violence erupted following a disputed 
election in Kenya. 

Religious groups held national prayers 
for peace at Sunday services on January 
6. Churches had in preceding days joined 
other relief agencies in drumming up aid for 
as many as 250,000 people, United Nations 
agencies said. Some of those displaced 
were camping in church grounds or near 
police stations. 

“We can try as ordinary Kenyans to pray 
and preach peace amongst ourselves, but 
if there is no word from [political leaders] 
Kibaki and Raila, then anarchy and destruc- 
tion will persist,” said Catholic Bishop Peter 
Kairo of the Eldoret diocese. 

A convoy of 20 World Food Programme 
trucks arrived in Nairobi and Eldoret in early 
January targeting the people displaced 
by the violence. The Red Cross Society is 
appealing for aid for people living with HIV 
who are thought to be especially vulnerable. 


indulgence encourages tourism 


ENI—Pope Benedict XVI has authorized a 
special plenary indulgence to encourage 
“renewed holiness” for Catholics who 
make a pilgrimage to Lourdes, the famous 
religious site in southern France, within a 
year of December 8, 2007. 

A spokesperson for Tangney Tours in 
Kent, England said, “We expect a bumper 
year to Lourdes in 2008,” while a manager 
from Pax Travel in London said, “We think 
numbers will rise substantially in 2008 but 
| haven't heard what the Pope says about 
indulgences.” 

The Pope is expected this year to visit 


the shrine where Mary is said to have 
appeared to a 14-year old shepherdess, 
Bernadette Soubirous in 1858. 


Bee like Jesus 


ENI—A national campaign using Internet 
and television advertisements sponsored 
by several denominations aims to renew 
public interest in Christianity, says the 
Australian Bible Society. 

The Roman Catholic Church's campaign 
began in December, with 15-second adver- 
tisements screened alongside Bee Movie 
and Atonement. 

Churches that participate in the 
campaign host events for their local 
community under the “Jesus—All about 
Life” banner. 

The campaign is based on research 
showing that many Australians are not 
interested in organized religion but still 
respect Jesus and his teachings. The adver- 
tisements target people at stages in their 
lives where they are often more open to 
evangelism. 

A YouTube clip directed at new parents 
features a young mother, who comments, 
“You can take or leave religion, but | can’t 
get away from the fact that a lot of what 
Jesus said makes sense.” 


The Ebola distance 


ENiI—Religious leaders in Uganda are 
backing government efforts in fighting 
Ebola by discouraging followers from 
shaking handsorembracing during greeting. 
“These are precautionary measures. The 
general advice in churches is: don’t shake 
hands; don’t embrace,” said Rev. Grace Kaiso, 
executive secretary of the Uganda Joint 
Christian Council, a grouping that brings 
together Roman Catholic, Anglican and 
Orthodox churches. 

Ebola is a disease that is manife- 
sted through a very high fever, diarrhea, 
vomiting, red eyes and a rash. It is named 
after a river in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. The World Health Organization 
says it was discovered in the DRC after two 
epidemics in 1976. It spreads through close 
contact with body fluids of the infected 
person or bodies of those who have died. 
There is no specific treatment or vaccine 
known for Ebola. 
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BROR 
CHRISTIANITY 


The Not-So- 
(;ood News 


Thanks to the monks, religion news wasn’t all about sex and money. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


government demonstrations in the-land-now-called- 

Myanmar. The Religion Newswriters Association 
(there’s an association for everything!) named them the 
“top religion newsmakers of 2007.” 

There was heavy competition for the title, as you can 
imagine, from the usual sources: electioneering Demo- 
crats and Republicans going after the evangelical cash, um, 
support. That story is only going to get hotter this year as 
Americans drag themselves to an election. That’s always a 
good time—keep posted to late night telelvision. 

Homosexuals in the church is always big news. Some 
like them homosexuals, some don’t; some elevate them to 
high positions, some bury them. Some marry them, some 
don’t. Some take the American military approach: don’t 
ask, don’t tell. 

This for me was the lowest point in 2007: Rowan 
Williams, the Anglican AbC, passed through Toronto. He 
was interviewed on The Current, a CBC Radio show on 
weekday mornings. The only issue raised by the interviewer 
of the second most religious Christian leader in the world 
was about sexuality—about gays and lesbians. According to 
the CBC, I felt, that’s all Christianity is! 

A world turned upside down, social and cultural injustice 
all over, and religious-minded folks, good Christian stock, 
digging deep paying for and working on mission projects 
in every obscure corner of the planet. But, that’s not news, 
not according to our national broadcaster. Of course, I don’t 
blame the CBC for this. Churches, including, perhaps even 
particularly, ours, are notoriously shy about sharing any good 
news, leave alone the Good News. We’re comfortable in our 
smug insularity. Therefore others easily reduce our story. 

Sex dominates religion news in others ways—abuse by 
clerics of young boys and girls. That story isn’t going away 
either. Not for a while. American Catholics had to put out 
$2.1 billionUS; which included $660 millionUS from the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

Money talks, I suppose. And I hope somebody is 
listening. The abuse was engendered by the supercilious 
culture of the church. That same culture—where the needs 


R sem the Buddhist monks last year, leading anti- 


and the public relations of the institution are more impor- 
tant than Christ or His message—encouraged the horrible 
abuse of several generations of Aboriginal Canadians. That 
story—which trickled along last year, as it will this year— 
also was reduced to money. 

Sex and money, I suppose, are the constant top religion 
stories. In fact, I would think most of us have our antennas 
attuned to that rhythm. We go to church but we compart- 
mentalize ourselves from these issues. We pretend they’re 
either overwrought, or don’t pertain to our local congrega- 
tion, or we just block them out. I should think that is a big 
story in religion circles—why people keep giving when their 
faith, their religion and the institutions that serve both are 
constantly under attack. 

On the adjoining page you'll see that the Pope has asked 
for prayers for abuse victims. That’s wonderful; though | 
suppose it could also fall into the category of too-little-too- 
late. I hope not. Curiously enough—don’t know if you’ve 
noticed—churches are slow at saying sorry. 

Also on that page you'll see how the Australians have 
started an ad campaign. All can be reversed with a little 
spin, I suppose. Apology and evangelism—another well 
worn path for churches. 

And so it was nice to see those bloodied monks trying 
to chant past the brutal Burmese guards. That was faith-in- 
action stuff. It was nice to see clerics, religious leaders, get 
their hands dirty. It was nice to see them not wringing their 
hands or washing their hands. It was really nice to see them 
being on the right side of a cause. 

If those young men were our religious leaders, well, 
we wouldn’t need to compartmentalize, would we? We 
wouldn’t need to spin or apologize, wouldn’t have to be 
smug or insular, wouldn’t have to hide our light, pretend 
we don’t exist, or be quietly frustrated by CBC shows. 

Of course, we’re lucky we don’t live under a mean-spirited 
regime, as do the Burmese. We’re lucky we can vote our way 
through political change. And, yes, we pray for the monks, 
who have now been recessed back to their monasteries. 

But for me, within my North American context, it was 
nice to see them out there in the streets for a while. m 
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Christian missions truly make a difference to Toronto’s forgotten. 


ee | BY AMY MACLACHLAN PHOTOGRAPHY BY ABEL PANDY 
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An abused wife. A drug-addicted teen. A homeless 
man. A just-arrived immigrant. A troubled child. All of 
these and many, many more live, sleep, and suffer in 
Toronto and its outlying areas. Their lives are dotted 
with difficulty, marred by sorrow, and branded with 
pain. If you never visit the city, or simply don’t know 


where to look, you might not even know that so many ~ 


ministries exist to serve these forgotten people. You 
also mightn’t know that a good number of these 
missions are sponsored in one way or another by 
devoted Presbyterians hoping to make even a small 
difference in the lives of others. The missions them- 
selves are making more than a small difference; 

they are one by one changing the lives of the people 
who walk through their doors every day. Whether it’s 
offering a warm meal, new toys for a Christmas treat, 
support and guidance to new Canadians, a bed to 
sleep on, mentoring and modeling positive behaviour, 
or resources in a time of crisis, the services offered 


are crucial and invaluable, and truly follow Christ’s call 


to not only serve the needy, the poor, the sick and the 


hungry, but to love one another, as He indeed loves us. 


28, mother of two 


Armagh Housing for 
Abused Woman 


“T have an abusive husband. I’ve been married about 
five years. It got bad about six months into it. 


Armagh has given me an ability to focus on myself 
instead of the abuse; to focus on what’s good and 
what’s right.” 


Ana was at a women’s shelter for three months before 
coming to Armagh in 2006. She is now studying 
social work. 


Armagh offers second-stage supportive housing and 
counselling for abused women and their children. 

It serves about 30 women and 70 children each year. 
Once it was supported by the PCC through the Board 
of World Mission. Today, members from the Presby- 
teries of Brampton and East Toronto and West 


Toronto sit on its board of directors. 
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“Mom couldn’t accept the 
vay | was growing up. 
She wanted me 


: : ee. fee “My mom is from the Philippines. I was born there 
21, street youth s a too. We moved here when I was nine. She grew up 
in a different society. It was different than here. 


Evergreen Centre for Street Youth 


é There were too many barriers. I prefer to live life 
to the fullest. 


I went through a lot. I moved out when I was 16. 
Family problems. I was on the street for three months. 
Now I’m in a shelter. 


I want to own my own business in advertising or 
computer graphics.” 


Reji now works in Evergreen’s drop-in centre where he talks 
to the youth and listens to their problems. 
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é 21, street youth 


wvergreen Centre for Street Youth 


“My aunt took me as a baby from my mom, who 
was into drugs and alcohol. My aunt brought me to 
Canada, but she abused me. Treated me like a slave. 
I started running away when I was 10 years old. 
Children’s Aid was called. I became a Crown ward. 

I ran away a lot. At 18, I left Children’s Aid. I figured 
I could live on my own. | stayed on the streets. At 
19 I got my first apartment. I had to grow up quick. 
I’ve been through lots. 


Then I came here. I fit in here. I’ve built a family. 
I enjoy the staff. I love them! They’re really good.” 


Pac now works at Evergreen, helping other youth find jobs, 
and get their lives back on track. 
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24, former 
street youth 


“Lots of things led me here. I couldn’t trust anybody. 
I hit bottom. I had nowhere to go. I had no one else, 
and | found God. 


The people I met at Evergreen became my family. 


You need Jesus. That’s all.” 


Jamal is a native of Chicago. He now lives with his family in 
a Toronto suburb, and just began studying at Tyndale Univer- 
sity and Seminary. He is also now working at Evergreen. 


Run by Rev. Karen Bach, Evergreen is part of the Yonge 
Street Mission located in downtown Toronto. They 
serve about 8,000 youth each year by offering food, 
clothing, showers, art programs, health care, employ- 
ment support, housing help, nursery care for children, 
a lawyer, mental, emotional and addictions counsel- 
ling, and a safe place where youth can spend time 
together off the street. They are supported by private 
donors, churches, corporations and foundations. 


“We used to go 
into the bush and. ~ 
drink moonshine. 
When you drink, 
there’s lots of action. 
I always wanted 
something” 


62 , volunteer came to me. Holy mackerel! I heard, ‘That’s enough!’ 


It was so powerful, but there was a lot of love. That 
was it. My life changed after that. I had a bet ona 
knife fight that night. But I never went.” 


2 @ & “At a quarter to three in the morning in 2000, God 
AL I 


Evangel Hall 


Eleanor is a committed volunteer at Evangel Hall, helping 
whenever and wherever she is needed. She even gets called 
down to the police station to talk and pray with people 
who have been arrested. 


Established more than 90 years ago by the Presbyterian 
Church, Evangel Hall recently relocated to a new loca- 
tion and now offers apartments to clients committed 
to changing their lives. The Hall offers a thrift shop, 
counselling, advocacy, men, women’s and youth 
programs, health care, Out of the Cold, community 
dinners, housing assistance, volunteer opportunities, 
and Sunday worship. 
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49, single mom 


“T used to lack confidence in speaking in groups. 
I used to be uncomfortable. Now I’m learning not 
to fear, knowing that I won’t be judged and that 
I am accepted for myself. 


When I came to Stonegate, I found it fulfilling and 
inspiring. If you really want to find yourself, this is 
the place to come.” 


Juliet has been attending Stonegate for two years, and was 
so affected by the women’s program that she now helps lead 
it. She attends St. Andrew’s, Streetsville, Ont. 


Located in Etobicoke, Stonegate serves the 11,000 people 
living in the area’s 79 apartment buildings. They offer 

a second-hand clothing store, volunteer opportunities, 
counselling, prayer groups, a yearly gospel concert, and 
community development. They’re supported mainly by 
a family of six churches, including MimicoPresbyterian, 
who jointly created the ministry in 1991. 
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: Getting my daughter 
out of there was great” 


“Coming here in the last two years especially, there 
have been changes in me. Just hearing the message 
of God helped build my self esteem. I’ve been on 
disability since my daughter was two, now I’m trying 
to get back out there and look for work. ” 


| As a mother of two, Rene started coming to Scott Mission 
because of the family camps they offer every summer. 
| She now coordinates Sunday school at her church. 


| The Scott Mission was established in 1941 as a non- 
denominational Christian ministry in downtown 

| Toronto. It now serves men, women, children and 

| families through daily hot meals, emergency groceries, 
| overnight beds, Christmas hampers and toys, low- 

| cost daycare, a clothing bank, after-school programs, 

| immigrant orientation, summer camp, and women’s 

: groups. It is supported by individuals, businesses, 

| foundations and government. 

| 

i 
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“Tf I didn’t come 
here ... ’d be 
in jail or ata 
treatment centre” 


“I’m getting better at controlling my anger. That’s 
why I got to leave Fernie House. 


I went to camp Borden for six weeks last summer. 
I was up from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. doing drills. I learned 
a lot. I have a lot of friends now. 


Fernie House has made my life straight.” 


Jesse lived at Fernie House for 10 months. His learning 
disabilities and behavioural problems made him lash 
out violently. He tried to commit suicide in grade 4. 

He is now back in high school after learning to control 
his anger and will receive special attention tailored 

to his needs. 
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“T’ve had to learn how to control my anger. I’ve 
tried to learn that. But it’s hard. 


Basketball is my favourite. I also like soccer. And 
| I like playing with my Game Boy. I want to be a 
veterinarian. Or maybe a scientist.” 


Kevin spent two years at Fernie House. He now lives 


| with his grandparents. 

| Fernie House, established in 1964 by the PCC, operates 
| six homes in Toronto and Pickering for girls and boys. 

| Up to 47 youth can live in the homes. They may have 


i behavioural or family problems, been charged with 

| a crime, or are waiting for a court hearing. Fernie House 
also offers day treatment and family support. It is 
supported by the Ministry of Children and Youth Services, 
congregations and individuals, and is under the oversight 
of the Presbyteries of East Toronto and Pickering. 
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MISSION 


South to South 


With a little help from the north. By MARY LOU JOHNSTON 


his is a success story that must 

be told. It involves the determi- 

nation of one man and his wife, 
some seed money, and the abundance 
of God’s creation. It is the transfer of 
ideas from one southern country (Nica- 
ragua) to another (El Salvador) with the 
help of our church in Canada. And the 
most thrilling thing is that this idea can 
continue to grow and develop in other 
directions because it involves plants 
and animals, which naturally repro- 
duce. The economists call it sustainable 
development. But to those of us who 
have been involved, it is the result of 
the spirit of God working in the hearts 
of people in all three countries. 

The story begins with Jim and Brenda 
Patterson, who were working through 
International Ministries in the early 
part of this decade (they’re now back in 
Canada) in El Salvador. A mission and 
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outreach team from the Presbyterian 
church in Dunnville, Ont., was there in 
2001 helping to build houses for families 
who had lost their homes in the latest 
earthquake. Pastor Felix Lino of the 
Iglesia Dios Compasivo, the Church of 


The next year saw a small stony 
piece of land transformed into 
a productive farm, giving forth 
many vegetables as well as fruit 
from young trees 


the Compassionate God, Ahuachapan, 
El Salvador, had developed the housing 
project with the Pattersons. 

The Dunnville mission team 
returned to Central America over the 
years. One of those visits was with 
Denise van Wissen, then in Nicaragua 
(currently in Guatemala), where she 
was working on one of her Soynica 


agriculture and nutrition projects. 
Lino and his wife Gloria joined the 
Dunnville team on that visit. They took 
copious notes and when they returned 
to El Salvador they got to work. 

The next year saw a small stony 
piece of land transformed into a produc- 
tive farm, giving forth many vegetables 
as well as fruit from young trees. This 
land surrounds a medical clinic which 
Patterson and other Canadians have 
been supporting and where Lino’s other 
activities can take place: nutrition and 
sewing workshops for women and 
Saturday classes for local children, some 
of whom can’t afford to go to regular 
school. The nutrition classes are impor- 
tant because although people do eat, 
they fill up on tortillas, a corn bread, so 
they lack a well-rounded diet. Because 
of yearly sunshine and rain (no winters 
there!) several crops of corn and other 
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Transforming the land sy atex macoonato 


Augusta Gomez remembers when her 
mother began to work with Soynica—a 
partner of Presbyterian World Service 
& Development committed to helping 
communities in Nicaragua improve 
nutrition—more than seven years ago. 
She watched over the next five years as 
her mother transformed her one-and- 
a-half acres of land into a kaleidoscope 
of fruit and vegetables destined for the 
local market and family dinner table. 
Not bad, Augusta thought, but she was 
sure she could do even better with the 
plot of land right next to her mother’s. 
And so began a bit of friendly competi- 
tion that benefited both families. 
Augusta started listening to the 
Soynica radio show for an hour in the 
early morning. Each show explained a 
different technique for growing plants. 
~ Like many in the area, she thought 
coffee and other plants would not grow 
on her land.”| thought coffee needed 
the very wet areas on the mountains,” 
she explains. But she followed Soynica’s 
advice and was pleased to see that her 
land could sustain a wide variety of 


vegetables can be grown in 12 months. 
Radishes were the big crop when we 
were there in July 2007. Fruit trees would 
soon be producing too. The community 
members had been able to bring loads 
of good soil and also put up a fence to 
keep out unwanted creatures. A fine 
old gentleman spends his days scrupu- 
lously guarding, weeding and watering 
this precious plot. The produce is used 
by the families in the community and 
some is sold so that new seeds can be 
bought for the next crops. 

The next project is a movable 
chicken coop on a neighbouring plot 
of land. This can be operated like a 
microproject where after six weeks, a 
group of chicks can be sold as grown 
chickens, and the profit used to do 
it again. Gloria has introduced the 
women to the variety of good econom- 
ical foods that should be eaten each 


crops, including coffee. 

She also learned to grind yucca 
leaves and other plants into an extract 
containing high levels of iron and 
vitamin A. Augusta's daughter, Tatiana, 
drinks the extract mixed with juice each 


~ morning. Boosted by this extra nutritio- 


nal kick every day, Tatiana has shown a 
marked improvement in her grades at 
school as well as her overall health and 
energy levels. - 

It has taken Augusta two years to 
transform her plot of land and see it 
produce a variety of fruits and vege- 
tables, even during times of drought. 
She has begun to realize the benefits, 
not only in her family’s health and 
well-being but also in the income it 
generates. 

Asked who's winning the family 
battle, Augusta smiles and rocks gently 
in her chair,”Both my mother and | are 
winning, but she had a five-year head 
start. |'ll catch her sooner or later.” 


Alexander MacDonald works at Presbyte- 
rian World Service and Development. 


day, containing all the food nutrients. 
We added to these ideas in our work- 
shops last summer. Some of the local 
families also want to grow food on their 
own small pieces of land so the idea is 
growing and enabling more people to 
benefit from the original plan. 

El Salvador is a very poor country 
still suffering from the legacy of a brutal 
civil war. Wages are low and the cost 
of living is high. The government’s first 
priorities do not include ensuring good 
hospital services or affordable schools. 
Therefore, anything that can help the 
people live healthier lives is a bonus. 
And leaders like Felix Lino, with his 
love of God and the people in his 
community, can make their land flow 
with papayas and radishes. @ 


Mary Lou Johnston is a member of Knox, 
Dunnville, Ont. 


EXPLORE 
the WORLD 


ESCORTED TOURS 


CHINA & HONG KONG 
Plus Yangtze Gorges Cruise 
2 Departures: Apr 15, Oct 7 — 20 Days 


SPLENDOURS OF SPAIN 
Apr 15 — 18 Days 


JAPAN 
May 8 — 14 Days 


BEST OF IRELAND 
4 Departures: May 14, Jun 4, Sep 3, 
Sep 24 — 14 Days 


ICELAND 
May 27 — 11 Days 


NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR 
Aug 6 — 12 Days 


EPICUREAN DELIGHTS OF ITALY 
Sep 17 — 14 Days 


BELLA TUSANY & UMBRIA 
Oct 1 — 14 Days 


HEART OF EUROPE 
Oct 7 — 14 Days 


TREASURES OF EGYPT 
Oct 19 — 14 Days 


ESCORTED CRUISES 


EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 
Apr 26 — 14 Days 


CANADA & NEW ENGLAND 
May 4— 14 Days 


WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN 
May 6 — 14 Days 


SOUTHERN FRANCE 
2 Departures: May 6, Oct 14 — 15 Days 


NORWAY —- LAND OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN 
2 Departures: May 11, May 22 — 17 Days 


DANUBE plus BUDAPEST & PRAGUE 
2 Departures: May 14, Sep 3 — 14 Days 


ALASKA & THE YUKON 
3 Departures: May 17, Jul 12, 
Aug 9 — 12 Days 
ALASKA — THE INSIDE PASSAGE 
A Departures: May 21, Jul 16, Aug 13, 
Sep 10 — 8 Days 


GREENLAND 
Jul 16 — 10 Days 


CRAIG TRAVEL 


ESCORTED TOURS/CRUISES 
Ph: 1 800 387 8890 
Email: info2@craigtravel.com 


www.craigtravel.com/pr 


Ont. Registration # 1498987 
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Poetry Contest 
Winners 
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A Job Well Done 


to continue its commitment to “Towards a World 

without AIDS” while at the same time answering the 
call of the denomination as it moved us into issues of 
water. Along came Pieter Wyminga at just the right time. 
Pieter spoke with passion about the tragedy of Darfur, 
Sudan, and the need for accessible drinking water for 
those living in refugee camps throughout the region. His 
initial enthusiasm for these global concerns came from 
the pages of this magazine. Pieter asked a very simple 
question, “Do you think this congregation would be 
interested in supporting well projects in Darfur and other 
parts of Africa?” 

A Job “WELL” Done captured the hearts and minds 
of the people of St. Andrew’s over the last year. We will 
continue the project until April, when we begin our 180th 
anniversary celebrations. By the end of 2007, we were on 
track to exceed $15,000 of givings to PWS&D. At the end of 
the project, we look forward to hearing of how our support 


[: 2007, St. Andrew’s, Guelph, was looking for a way 


to PWS&D has impacted and changed the lives of people 
in Sudan and other parts of the African continent. 

We trust that the poetry contest—initiated in these 
pages last June and part of our pre-anniversary campaign— 
has encouraged other congregations to look for creative 
ways of making a difference in our world by partnering 
with the strong arm and good people of PWS&D. The 
winning poem reflected the work carried out by PWS&D 
very well and we would like to congratulate Elaine Forgo of 
Knox Presbyterian Church, Burlington, Ont. On behalf of 
PWSS&D and St. Andrew’s, Guelph, we sincerely thank you 
for your generous contribution and trust that the readers 
will be moved with your message as much as we were. 
A donation of $500 will be extended in Elaine’s name to 
PWSS&D. All in all, we feel it is a job “WELL” done. 


Pieter Wyminga 
Rev. John Borthwick 
St. Andrew’s, Guelph 
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PWS&D 


By Elaine Forgo 
Knox, Burlington, Ont. 


| want to tell you about PWS&D, 


God Made 
The World 
For One and All 


Ode to 
PWSD 


By Ron Harrod 


So let's take a minute and have some tea 

To let you know about the work they do. 

They raise funds to help others. Yes, it’s true, 
And you'd be surprised what that money can do! 


It provides for programs, medication 
and books for education 


Which make folk well and stirs their imagination. 


It helps create jobs through mini loans, 
And builds churches, schools and 
sometimes homes. 

It even teaches farmers about their animals, 
seed and loam. 


It all comes down to just you and me 

To share our gifts to help each other see 
The need to help nations far and wide 
Have clean water, good food, hope, 
independence and pride. 

The good that’s done cannot be denied. 


Young and old, big and small, well or ill - 

each fit the bill. 

So, by sharing with dedication, love 

and a sense of thrill, 

You can take an active role 

In helping PWS&D remain committed 

to their goal. 

What a great opportunity to make things whole! 


By Joan Melbye-Hansen 
St. Giles; Peterborough, Ont. 


God made the world for one and all 
Gave more to some than others 

A test, I‘d say, for some of us 

To take care of our brothers. 


What we give comes back to us 

In countless blessed ways 

So give from the heart until it hurts 
With humility and grace. 


When we help others help themselves 
It makes them independent 

And paints a brighter picture 

For the future of descendants. 


Every time God gives to you 

Think long of what I’ve said 
Sharing comes from a loving heart 
And one and all are fed. 


When life is not what it should be 
When people suffer or are not free 
We know our merciful God will see 
And send in the PWS&D 


Those in Malawi who have poor soil 
Can't reap rewards from their toil 
So Christians help to show the way 
And harvest is a wonderful day 


A tsunami is a terrible event 

Homes are gone and there is no tent 
So PWS&D steps in 

And house construction will begin 


By now you see how our God loves 
And uses those unselfish doves 

At PWS&D to show 

His love can make mountains grow 
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OPINION 


Living in a Gardasil World 


It's scripture and tradition versus harm reduction. 


BY ROLAND J. DE VRIES 


Ithough it seemed a relatively 

innocuous line item in last year’s 

federal budget, the Conservative 
government’s HPV (human papilloma- 
virus) vaccination program has gener- 
ated more controversy than might have 
been expected. The latest instalment in 
the debate unfolded as various Catholic 
school boards in Ontario considered 
whether to allow the vaccine to be 
administered within their elementary 
schools. The Ontario Conference of 
Catholic Bishops weighed in with an 
open letter, suggesting that introduc- 
tion of the vaccine is inconsistent with 
a Roman Catholic understanding of 
human life and sexuality. 

Defenders of the vaccination 
program remind us that Gardasil 
(Merck’s HPV vaccine) immunizes girls 
and young women against the two 
strains of HPV that cause 70 per cent 
of cervical cancer cases. And for many 
this is enough to settle the debate— 
if it reduces the risk of cancer, what 
other response could we offer than 
a resounding “Yes?” Indeed, in view 
of the purported health benefits of 
the vaccine, the unwillingness of the 
Ontario Conference of Catholic bishops 
to endorse the vaccine appears to some 
as nothing less than medieval. On this 
issue, however, our sympathies should 
lie with the bishops. 

My own criticism of this national 
program takes as a point of departure the 
realization that there is a fundamental 
difference between HPV and _ other 
childhood diseases against which most 
of us have been inoculated; the differ- 
ence is in the method of transmission. 
With the measles, chicken pox, polio, 
or the mumps, transmission is through 
everyday human intercourse. These 
diseases are passed from one person to 
the next through sneezing, coughing, 
or skin-to-skin contact. Although they 
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have varying degrees 
of contagiousness, in 
a world without vacci- 
nations it would be 
relatively difficult to 
protect oneself or one’s 
children from these 
diseases. 

Gardasil differs 
from other childhood 
vaccinations by virtue 
of the fact that the dis- 
ease it protects against 
is transmitted primar- 
ily through a _ partic- 
ular form of human 
intercourse—namely, genital contact— 
rather than through everyday human 
interaction. This means that Garda- 
sil protects against HPV while allowing 
unprotected sexual contact, which is to 
say that a national vaccination program 
is intended to allow a very specific form 
of behaviour while mitigating the harm 
that might otherwise result from it. 

The logic behind this vaccination 
program is the same logic that governs 
many social policy decisions in Canada 
today: harm prevention. Various philos- 
ophers and ethicists have remarked 
that “harm prevention” is almost the 
only ethical principle available to soci- 
eties that lack a shared sense of what is 
good and true and beautiful. Canada is 
one such society. Ours is increasingly a 
society in which judgments about the 
good, the true, and the beautiful are 
cast into the private sphere—we have 
no shared, public vision of the good. 

Accordingly, the HPV vaccination 
program simply ignores the question 
of what is good and right for our chil- 
dren and youth with respect to sexual 
intimacy. It aims only to prevent harm. 
But this creates a dilemma for those 
who identify themselves as Christians 
and who are therefore inheritors of 


a particular vision of human life and 
sexuality. 

Confronted with the question of 
whether we will buy into the HPV vacci- 
nation program, we are forced to ask 
whether we will repudiate the virtue of 
practical wisdom, and the good toward 
which it leads, and buy into the anemic 
logic of harm prevention. Some in the 
Church will suggest that the two can be 
held together in this situation, but Iam 
far from convinced. These represent two 
competing and incommensurable ways 
of looking at and living in the world. To 
choose one is decisively to undermine 
the other. Will we lead our daughters in 
a rich vision of the good that is handed 
down to us in scripture and tradition, or 
will we live in a Gardasil world of harm 
prevention? 

This, of course, isnot only a dilemma 
for Christians. It is a dilemma for every 
parent who would train their children 
in practical wisdom and lead them into 
a form of life (including a sexual life) 
that is true to their humanity. 


Rev. Roland J. De Vries is presently complet- 
ing a PhD in Theological Ethics at McGill 
University. He is the father of three children, 
including two young daughters. 
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Presbyterian camps provide a place to grow and have fun 


Camp Cairn 


he zing of the zip line, and the 
squeal of joy from the camper 
suspended high above a clearing 
at a Presbyterian camp in Muskoka, Ont., 
is the music in Beth “Topaz” Allison’s 
summer headquarters. 
Allison is one of the executive direc- 
tors of Cairn, formerly known as Glen 


Mhor, near Baysville, Ont. A camper 
herself, who became staff, then a camp 
director, she is now mom to two camp 
staffers. She says Presbyterian camping 
offers a Christ-centred environment that 
doesn’t skimp on fun and challenges. 
From the zip line to the three-day canoe 
trips, the campfire vespers and the 
morning worship, Cairn is about personal 
and spiritual discovery. 


The guiding principles at Cairn are 
the four S’s. The answer must be yes to 
all four questions before counsellors and 
campers can do an activity: 

1. Is it safe? 

2. Does it promote good stewardship of 
God's creation? 

3. Does it serve others in the community? 
4. Does it enhance a person’s self- 
esteem? 


ADVERTISING 


“More than ever, we need to provide 
our children with a place to grow without 
criticism or stereotypes,” says Allsion. 
“They don’t need to grow up before 
their time. While they are here, they are 
away from the media and away from role 
models that may not be the best. They 
get the chance to try new things without 
worrying about failing.” 

The camp staff, many of whom are 
former campers, are rigorously selected 
and trained based on a number of factors, 
including leadership ability that goes 
beyond guiding the campers through the 
day. They are also trained in how to spot 
bullying or if someone is showing signs of 
having an eating disorder. 

“It is an intense program,” she says. 
“We want them to work in a supportive 
environment from the moment they arrive. 
Everyone here knows that there are 
people they can go to for help—whether 
they are a camper or on staff.” 

Dorothy Lake Family Camp near 
Kirkland Lake, and lona, a wilderness 
camping experience next to Cairn in 
Baysville, are part of the Synod of Central, 
Northeastern Ontario and Bermuda. 
Since 2005, they have operated under 


the Cairn umbrella, each with its own 
distinctive personality. 

At a 2004 synod meeting, discus- 
sions centered on a recommendation 
that all the Ontario campsites be sold 
and all camping programs be relocated 
to the Baysville site. Allison said the 
recommendation did not take _ into 
account the needs of people in the north, 
or how cherished each of the sites were 
to former campers. 

After a year of discussion and 
consultation with stakeholders, a plan 
was devised to incorporate the programs 
under the Cairn umbrella. 

“We needed to do some re-visioning, 
to make better use of resources and to 
have full-time leadership,” says Allison. 
“What we discovered aS we worked 
through the process is that youth camping 
in the Presbyterian Church is so ingrained 
that it would be very hard to let it go. It is 
part of our tradition—and we reach out to 
a lot of people who might never otherwise 
hear about God. 

“Blending the camps has been a 
phenomenal amount of work because we 
wanted to honour the traditions of each 
of the camps, while bringing them toge- 


ther. We didn’t want to have a melting 
pot because we wanted to not only 
preserve the history of the camps, we 
wanted to celebrate them,” says Allison. 
“There have been a few changes, but we 
have tried to stay as close as possible to 
what people are used to doing at each of 
the camps.” 

In addition to the traditional week 
or two at camp for children aged seven 
to 16, Cairn offers programs for youth 
groups and their leaders in early spring 
and late fall, and weeks devoted to family 
camping at Baysville or at Dorothy Lake. 

For more information on Cairn, go to 
www.ilovecamp.Org. 


Gracefield Camp 


anet Stark and her family find peace 

and contentment in spending time 

in the Gatineau Hills in Quebec at 
Gracefield Camp and Conference Centre 
(www.gracefieldcamp.ca), part of the 
Synod of Quebec and Eastern Ontario. 

Stark, a resident of Kemptville, Ont., 
and an elder in the Seaway/Glengarry 
Presbytery, says she wanted to give her 
children the chance not only to experience 
nature and all the fun of summer camp, 
but also to make and keep “wholesome, 
Christian friends.” 

“We enjoy nature and we love the 
outdoors,” she says. “They were involved 
in scouting and being able to go to a 
Presbyterian Church camp was a Safe 
place to enhance that experience.” 

In time, all three of her children 
became camp counsellors, and _ still 
return to the conference centre to help 
out on work weekends. 

“Really, it is any excuse at all to return 
to camp and see their friends. Youth 
camping is something the church does 
very well, yet every year we know all the 
camps are struggling to raise the funds 
to keep it going. They are never really 
assured from one summer to the next. 

“This is a ministry—there needs to be 
group action, a commitment to support 
the camps. It is a mission right here at 


home because there are youth who aren’t 
involved in any other kind of church group, 
and we know that every hour of camp is 
equal to the number of minutes per year 
they have in Sunday school,” says Stark. 

She wonders aloud that if a national 
coffee shop chain can raise money for 
camp on one day of coffee sales, “then 
surely the Presbyterian Church can have 
one Sunday where all the offerings 
across Canada can go to a fund to 
support the camps.” 


Camp Geddie 
udrey Cameron agrees that youth 
camping might be one of the most 
effective ministries of the Presbyte- 
rian Church. Cameron, camping and youth 


consultant for the Atlantic synod, is also 
executive director of Camp Geddie (www. 
campgeddie.ca) near New Glasgow, N.S. 

The camp offers not only summer 
camp for children aged seven to 17, but 
also family camping and a year-round 
retreat facility. Overlooking the Northum- 
berland Strait, the camp has some of the 
most spectacular sunsets in the country, 
and they help to make night vespers a 
treasured experience for many current 
and former campers, says Cameron. 

Camp Geddie is about to launch a 
fundraising campaign to purchase an 
additional 41 acres of land from a local 
family, and Cameron is excited about the 
possibilities the expansion creates. 

“We are involved in mission here,” 
she says. “There is a rhythm to the day 
that exists nowhere else in life, and it is 


A Christian Camp owned and operated by the 
Synod of Alberta and the Northwest, on the beautiful 


shores of Sylvan Lake in Central Alberta. 


Weekly summer camps for boys and girls, aged 5 - 15 
Specialty camps on ARTS (music, drama) & SKILLS (outdoor ed) 
Programs for Families, Senior's and Women's Weekend 
Off-season Rentals 


Box 9240, Sylvan Lake, AB T4S 1S8 


(403) 887-5760 


www.synodabnw.ca/camp.hitm 


Established 1954 
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| A | FOR MORE INFORMATION OR A BROCHURE, VISIT CAMP ONLINE (OR CALL): 
_ www.cherith.com/cco cherith.ont@sympatico.ca (705) 734-2122 
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focused on God and on the teachings of 
Christ. It is a great opportunity to be part 
of a young person's formative years, and 
to give them a meaningful summer. There 
are lots of camps selling a camp expe- 
rience; the bonus we provide is that it is 


KINTAIL 


since 1929 


Come and join us for a 
summer of fun, adventure, 
faith, and community! 


The Camp Kintail Board 
welcomes Rev. Theresa 
McDonald-Lee as the 
new Director. 


For more information please 
email grow@campkintail 

or visit our website: 
www.campkintail.ca 


The Adventure Continues 


Since 1954 our trained and qualified staff have been providing positive role 
models and dishing up tons of fun for children from ages 6-16. The many 
outdoor instructional and recreational activities are taught in a fun and non 
competitive atmosphere! Camp Cherith’s Christian environment is an intentional 
integration of faith and activity. We offer one or two week programs. 


FUN and EXCITEMENT await your son or daughter at Camp Cherith. 
Horses, Swimming, Canoeing, Mountain Biking, Kayaking, Survival, Trampoline, Archery, Fishing, Crafts, Out Trips & more. 
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The Christian Camp & 
Conterence Agsaciaitns 


in Christian community. We have a lot of 
Campers who come to us through family 
and children’s services. They are looking 
for a safe and happy respite, away from 
the hard lives they live.” 

Cameron says camp makes a diffe- 
rence in young lives because campers 
are immersed in a Christian community 
that supports and guides them. Along the 
way, they hear the teachings of Jesus in 
a gentle and accessible way. For some, it 
may be the first time they hear them. 

“| remember one little boy, and his 
prayer was, ‘You are the best Lord in the 
whole wide world and | hope it always 
stays that way.’ It was such a simple 
statement of faith. It has become my own 
prayer everyday. The campers inspire and 
encourage the staff everyday, and the 
work we do frees us to go deeper into our 
own faith. Camping is the greatest and 
most successful outreach program the 
church does.” 

She adds that synod and individual 
churches, along with members of the 
community, have been incredibly suppor- 
tive over the years, offering money, time 
and talent to support the camp. 

“We never have enough money—we 


live on a shoestring,” she says. “But it 
just seems that what God orders, God 
pays for.” 

Not long ago, the camp had to 
replace 18 mattresses that had been 
attacked and destroyed by mice. The 
cost was pegged at $1,900. Cameron 
began hunting for corners to cut and 
manoeuvres to make in order to find the 
money. In the meantime, the mattresses 
were readied for their trip to the dump. 
Someone driving by saw them and drove 
up with $100 toward their replacement. 
Eventually, the money came in and the 
mattresses were replaced. 

“That’s just the way camp works,” 
Cameron says. “There is a lot of fear in the 
church about people getting older and the 
congregations shrinking, but here at camp, 
it is happy and alive. It is just amazing.” 


n the shores of Sylvan Lake, Alta., 
midway between Calgary and 
Edmonton, the Synod of Alberta 
and Northwest owns and operates Camp 
Kannawin (www.synodabnw.ca/camp.htm) 


G SUPPLEMENT 


Rev. Helen Smith, the camp’s execu- 
tive director, says the six days campers 
have at camp are a form of Christian 
immersion that becomes a legacy. 

“Even kids who go to church find it is 
different at camp. The subtle expressions 
of faith take on new life because everything 
is more intentional at camp,” she Says. 
“They have the experience of people able 
to worship with creation all around you, 
and the pace is slightly different. Even 
though we are busy doing all kinds of 
camp activities, God is at the centre.” 

The family camping program at 
Kannawin provides an opportunity to allow 
families to spend time together, away from 
the bustle of regular life, she says. 

“We have grandmas and grandpas 
coming along too, and everyone has a 
chance to be together, and | think that is 
a really neat aspect.” 

As in all camps, Smith says money is 
always an issue. 

“This is an expensive, labour-intensive 
outreach program for the church, and you 
have to sink money into it,” she says. 
“However, it is something that pays the 
church back in time. So many people in 
church leadership have been campers at 
one time or another. They learned about 
God, about leadership and about what 
it means to be a community of faith at 
camp. There are a lot of churches now 
that have no youth programs, no outreach 
to young people at all. Adults who are in 
the church right now have had camp expe- 
rience in the past. The church is investing 
in its future by Supporting camping now.” 

Even if they never return to church, 
the children learn lessons at camp that 
stay with them, Smith says. Last summer, 
a number of surprising relationships 
developed among the campers, including 
between children who didn’t speak much 
English and those with special needs. 

“They learn in all kinds of ways, and 
they rally around each other. And really, 
that’s what a community is all about.” @ 


Nancy Devine is a freelance writer. 


We must learn about 
our neighbour's faith 
and customs. BY CALVIN BROWN 


ebruary is a time when we think 

about love and part of that is the 

Lenten emphasis on repentence 
for not loving enough. As I thought 
about that I reflected on my experi- 
ences with our Muslim neighbours. 

I want to share with you some of the 
experiences I’ve had in the last several 
months. At the last General Assembly, 
Imam Hamid Slimi was invited to 
speak to the Court and assured us we 
had much in common including the 
doctrine of Predestination, which a 
member of the committee hastened 
to assure him we weren’t sure we 
believed anymore. The response of the 
assembly concerning his presence ran 
from those who were excited to have 
a Muslim address us, through those 
curious about what he might say, to at 
least one minister who resigned from 
the denomination because he saw this 
as shared worship with those who 
worshipped a different God. 

Later in the year I was preaching at 
a church anniversary service and was 
introduced to a smiling and charming 
man who attended the service and 
explained that he was a Muslim 
missionary working among Canadians. 

A few weeks earlier I had seen in the 
local paper an advertisement inviting 
people to visit the local Mosque to 
learn about the Islamic faith and 
the same week a local Presbyterian 
church was hosting a seminar led by 
prominent Muslims explaining their 


Sharin 
The 


faith to the Christians in attendance. 
It ended, I’m told, with the group 
praying together. I also stumbled onto 
a webpage entitled “How to convert to 
Islam.” The attempt to persuade others 
is not one-sided. 

The last story is one about a profes- 
sional Presbyterian, who is an elder in 
his congregation. He was approached 
by one of his Muslim clients who 
proceeded to attempt to proselytize 
him. His response was that he was a 
Presbyterian elder in his church and 
the conversation ended. The elder 
speaking to me later asked what the 
Renewal Fellowship or church offices 


RENEWAL 


OVE 


was doing to educate Christians about 
such meetings with Muslims they 
encounter. 

How do we prepare to meet with 
our Muslim neighbours? 

As Christians we are told to love 
everyone we meet and that includes 
Muslims who now outnumber Pres- 
byterians in Canada. It is likely, 
barring a great revival, that this trend 
will continue. But whether we are in 
the majority or minority we need to 
remember that we need to love our 
neighbour as ourselves. The golden rule 
given by Christ is as binding on us now 
as it was in the past. We need to treat > 
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Please send me: , 


busy helping your LJ Life Link, MAF Canada's free § 
mother care for regular newsletter 

your siblings, | 
gather wood for _ [1] Periodic updates on MAF’s 

a fire, and carry i needs around the world 

water from a 
distant stream. 


S'2 daybreak 
you've been 


I © information on hosting an MAF i 


: é presentation at my church, i 
Rou ceien nace small group, or service club 
LE Information on serving with 
be no party, but today is still 
special because today is Friday, and Fridays # © MAF overseas é 
are always special. 
: : ; . : : i Name (Title, First, Last) i 
Then you hear it - quiet at first, but getting i i 
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over the distant hills. panes I 


Postal Code g 


Email Address 
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me MAF's FREE 
informative DVD 
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It's the MAF plane. Just like last week - just | 
like always. , 


Last Friday the plane carried a doctor. You 
had been sick for a long time and she gave 
you medicine that helped you feel better. 


| Daytime Phone 


You aren't sick today. 


Today the plane Is bringing supplies for 
the construction of a new school - the first 


school your village has ever seen. cheques payable 
to Mission 
Aviation 


but tomorrow will be better. 
Canada. 


pptoletree) 1-877-351-9344 


~ Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada 
]} 264 Woodlawn Rd. W. Guelph, ON N1H 1B6 


Because MAF is here. 


Every 3 minutes, somewhere in the 
world, an MAF pilof takes off or lands fl 
- bringing help, hope, and the Good i 
News of Jesus Christ to those living in 
forgotten corners of the world. 


| Mission Aviation Fellowship of ? 
2 : j ee , Canada is a member of the Canadian : 
Help give the gift of flight in times of need. J Council of Christian Charities. : 


Complete the attached coupon, ands g_sC sit ; eas 
include it with your your tax deductible "# Wwww.FlyingForLife.ca 

donation today. You can also donate Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada is a registered | 
online by visiting www.F lyingForLife.ca Canadian charity (registration number 12994 2561 RRO001) 


®& and is able to issue receipts for income tax purposes. oe 
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St. Andrew's 


Presbyteryan 


; ; Church Markham 
is searching for a 


LEAD MINISTER 


For information, visit our web site: 


Please forward your resume to: 
The Rev. Donald Muir 
Interim Moderator 
50 Wynford Drive 
Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 

www.standrews-markham.ca/search.htm © dmuir@presbyterian.ca 
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all people with respect remembering 
that they are all created in the image 
of Christ—that includes even those 
some would consider our enemies. As 
Jesus challenges us we need to even 
bless those who curse us and pray 
for those who treat us shamefully. It 
is only as we are able to do that that 
we will see the earth renewed and His 
kingdom come. 

But specifically how are we to be 
with them? Should we ignore them? 
Should we confront them? Should we 
try sharing with them? Only the Holy 
Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, can direct 


To affirm their faith as of equal 
value in reconciling us with 
God is patently unchristian 


you in each situation, but I believe that 
the best approach is to show them love 
and acceptance as people and protect 
their rights to freely express their faith 
within the laws of the land. This is the 
same freedom we desire to exercise Our 
faith. The response suggested however, 
is a long way from affirming their faith 
as having equal saving value as faith 
in Christ. To affirm their faith as of 
equal value in reconciling us with God 
is patently unchristian. As Living Faith 
reminds us, we acknowledge that other 
people may have different faiths and 
we are to acknowledge the good we see 
in them. At the same time however, in 
humility, we need to share the “truth 
that will set people free.” 

Living Faith concludes the discus- 
sion well saying “We witness to God 
in Christ as the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life and invite others to accept 
from him the forgiveness of God. 
We are compelled to share this good 
news.” [Emphasis mine.] 

In this season of love let us love our 
neigbours enough to learn about their 
faith and customs and let us learn how 
our faith can be shared with them in 
a way that brings them God’s saving 
grace in a new and full way. @ 


Rev. Calvin Brown is the executive director 
of The Renewal Fellowship within the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
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Nobody said being a 
Christian would be easy. 
BY GWYNETH J. WHILSMITH 


t. Paul said he saw in a mirror 

dimly (1 Cor. 13:12), which we 

take to mean that the looking 
glasses of his time weren’t up to much. 
Not so now. 

Recently, I stayed in a hotel that 
was literally lined with mirrors from 
the foyer up, and they were anything 
but dim. The first time I entered the 
elevator I met this woman who looked 
vaguely familiar coming off. It wasn’t 
until we almost collided head-on that 
it dawned on me that it was her getting 
off who was me getting on. Scary. 

Up in my room, the closet doors 
were floor-to-ceiling looking-glass 
as well. Imagine my shock when the 
first morning, in a half-awake state, 
I glimpsed someone moving around 
in my bed. My heart stopped—had 
someone sneaked in in the night? 

Having all those mirrors around 
was disconcerting because there was 
no place to hide. They followed you 
everywhere, whether you were dressed 
to the nines or undressed to the buff. 
There you were with every bump, 
bulge, roll and wrinkle, all in clear, 
brilliant colour. 

My first reaction was to run out and 
buy Dr. Atkins’s diet book, but the food 
was so good at that hotel, and after all, I 
was on holiday. Still, the image of those 
extra pounds stays with me and now I’m 
home I know I really must do something 
about all that unattractive weight. 

The remembrance of those mirrors 
makes me think of things more serious, 


too. Frederick Buechner in his book 
The Faces of Christ says while we may 
search for the face of Christ all our 
lives, what it all comes down to is that 
His face is really our own face—that 
others should be able to see His face in 
the face of His followers. This is both 
exhilarating and terrifying. 

About 30 years ago, a Pentecostal 
acquaintance said, “Gwyn, when I look 
into your face I see Jesus.” I was so flab- 
bergasted and embarrassed that it was 
impossible to stutter a coherent reply, 
but my first thought was, “This woman 
is anut case.” A bit wiser now, if anyone 
said that to me today, I still might be 
shocked but I’d also feel humble exhila- 
ration mixed with a good deal of shame. 
I'd be thrilled that somehow something 
of Jesus showed in my face at that 
particular moment, but also ashamed 
because in all honesty I would know 
that most of the time my face would 
show nothing of Jesus at all. 

From what we read of Jesus in the 


ONE LIFE 


Mirror, Mirror 


gospels we know his face showed deep 
compassion, tolerance and acceptance. 
He taught us to love everyone, not just 
the people we liked but also those who 
didn’t share our beliefs or even our 
standards or morals. Feed the hungry 
(even the beggar who doesn’t want 
to work?), help the sick person with 
AIDS (even though it may be their 
own fault?), visit the prisoner (even 
though they defrauded the weak or 
even committed murder?). “Yes,” Jesus 
says, “even those. Let your face be My 
face.” That’s hard. 

Well, Jesus never said being His 
follower would be easy. Just the oppo- 
site. And I’m sure He does expect us to 
get out of our comfortable pews and 
into the hurly burly to mirror His face 
and presence where bad things happen. 
He did promise, after all, to be right 
there with us. So, what’s to worry? @ 


Gwyneth J. Whilsmith is a contributing 
editor to the Record. 
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Renew Lite 


We are reborn with God's guidance. BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


February 17, 2008 
(Second Sunday in Lent) 
John 3:1-17 


ote to preachers: Resist the 
temptation to cut this week’s 
Gospel short. Next week, 


and the week after, too! Introduce 
some variation to these long lections 
through drama, or sharing the reading 
with other voices. 

Now to the story of Nicodemus, 
Jesus, and the wind. I like to imagine 
Nicodemus, up on his Jerusalem 
rooftop late one hot night, trying to 
catch a breeze. His head is full of the 
acts and proceedings of the Sanhedrin. 
He sees the flicker of a campfire on the 
hillside outside the city. He knows 
Jesus is there, awake, too. His head full 
of ... Well, Nicodemus wants to know. 

Nicodemus comes to Jesus “by 
night,” which speaks of secrecy more 
than time. Nicodemus wants to know, 
but doesn’t want to be found out. Not 
yet. The day will come when he won’t 
be afraid to stand up, stand up for 
Jesus. Not yet. 


We get bogged down on “born 


again” versus “born from above.” The 
answer is “both.” The new, true life is 
God’s gift. Jesus has already declared 
that He’s about something new, at the 
wedding in Cana and in the temple at 
Jerusalem. Nicodemus knows Jesus has 
come from God. He’s just not sure what 
that means. Not yet. 

Jesus tells him he has to start all 
over again. From scratch. (That’s the 
“again” part.) Let God show him the 
way. (That’s the “from above” part.) 
Nicodemus can only imagine birth 
in one way. Jesus talks about water 
and Spirit. We get bogged down here, 
too. Jesus may mean baptism, or He 
may be talking about Creation with 
a capital C. This new beginning is 
as big a deal as birth. As big a deal 
as Genesis! Jesus makes a distinction 
between flesh and Spirit (or spirit, or 
wind). Between just living and being 
really alive. 

We get stuck a third time on the 
apparent anti-Judaism, or superses- 
sionism here. Are Nicodemus and his 
people all wrong, and Jesus all right? 
That’s what John thinks, but he can reach 
beyond that belief. There’s a shift from 


the singular to the plural in verse seven. 
Jesus looks over Nicodemus’ shoulder. 
Looks beyond the teachers and leaders 
Nicodemus represents. Looks over Jeru- 
salem in the early morning light, and 
sees the whole world. That’s why we 
should always read verses 16 and 17. This 
isn’t about Jesus tossing out His own reli- 
gion in favour of a revised version. This is 
about God’s love for the cosmos. 

We get stuck in this story because we 
focus on the old life, the first birth, and 
what we think must be left behind. We 
should look for signs that show us what 
the new life looks like. Jesus says, “So 
it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 
How is it? Look, or feel, for the wind. I 
live in hurricane country. I know what 
the wind can do. It’s just as plain on the 
prairies, or in a mountain pass, or in the 
concrete valley of a city street. Wind 
is power. Wind brings change. Wind 
knows no borders, makes no distinc- 
tions. Wind can also bring refreshment. 
Renew life. Be God’s breath to us. 

Filled with the new, true life. More 
than just living, really alive. Life-giving, 
borderless, relentless in mission, gentle 
as a breeze, change-makers, barrier- 
breakers, risk-takers. “So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

Is it so with us? 


Rev. Laurence DeWolfe is minister 
at St. David’s, Halifax. 


minister position now available 


Westminster Presbyterian Church is seeking an ordained Minister. Our growing 
church of over 200 members and adherents, located in Scarborough Ontario, is 
seeking a dynamic personality with a strong ability to empathize with, and foster 
the diverse cultures within our congregation. This person must be able to: 


Preach the Word of God with ertthusiasm, conviction and relevance. 


Administer the Sacraments 


Provide direction and guidance to the congregation. 
Encourage committees and teams in planning and organize innovative and 
creative ministries that will spiritually and educationally nurture and expand 


existing and new church programs. 


Please submit resume to: Rev. Ann Blane (Interim Moderator) c/o of St David’s Presbyterian Church, 1300 
Danforth Road, Scarborough Ont, M1J 1E8. Phone no 416 267-7897 or Email: st.davids@bellinet.ca 
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classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 

Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


I= |\ 


BULL AS since 1904 
GLASS tp. 


15 Joseph Street, Kitchener 
Ontario, Canada N2G 1H9 


PMN 7-579-058-0724 


TOWER 


Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving 
mature adults for 30 years. See the latest 
show, ROM, AGO, TSO and much more! 
Close to downtown, hospitals, 24 hour 
security...steps to subway or bus, 
beautifully appointed single and double 
rooms, parking included. ..VISA, reasonable 
rates-Reserve today. Ask about our 
Boutique Hostel...Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


Record 


Experiencing 
Jesus 


by Tim Scorer 
with 
Marcus Borg 


To learn more about this NEW transformational curriculum for Adults 


www.woodlakebooks.com 1.800.663.2775 


CANAL CRUISES 
RIDEAU CANAL 
TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 


Ontario's magnificent 


scenic lakes, rivers and locks in 
the comfort of the 45-passenger 
“Kawartha Voyageur’ riverboat with 
dining room, lounge, and twin lower 
berth staterooms with private facilities. 
5-day voyages. 

Send for colour brochure. 

ONTARIO WATERWAY CRUISES 
clo CAPTAIN JOHN 


BOX 6, ORILLIA, ON. L3V 6H9 
. 1-800-561-5767 


Would your friends like to come? 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
416-977-3857 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


CROWNEX Robemakers and Tailors 


¢ Genuine tailor made ¢ Satisfaction guaranteed « Affordable for 


Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 


CROWNEX< Ltd., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 
Tel. (416) 503-1288 Fax. (416) 503-8788 E-mail: info@crownex.com 


www.crownex.com 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


e custom designed memorial windows 
© traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration ¢ storm glazing 
¢ custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6GE 1K4 
(51 9) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED. @Awardsglassco@on.aibn.com. 
1920 www.edwardsglass.net 


THEN ; 
eh od Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 


Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 
30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 
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PHIL CALLAWAY 


The Best 
Valentine’s 


Gift 


t began in March with a phone call 
| Es “T’ve got great news,” I told 

my wife. Then I read from the front 
page of the newspaper: “The gene that 
causes Huntington’s disease has been 
discovered after a decade-long search, 
sparking hope a cure can be found 
for the deadly neurological disorder.” 
Ramona listened, her heart pounding. 

As a young teen she learned that 
Huntington’s was in her family and 
there was a 50-50 chance she would 
eventually die from it. During the next 
20 years, she watched three siblings— 
all in their 30s—contract the disease, 
one making the slow and humiliating 
journey to a nursing home. 

And now Ramona had resigned 
herself to the fact that she had it too. 
The symptoms were there: depression, 
lack of sleep, loss of memory, irritability, 
occasional clumsiness—even a craving 
for sweets. I kept telling her that each of 
these could be traced to living with me. 
This she found amusing for awhile, but 
every time she stumbled, every time she 
arrived at the fridge and forgot why she 
was there, she knew she had Hunting- 
ton’s. So each time I stubbed my toe, 
I told her about it. Each time I arrived 
at the fridge and stared blankly at the 
salad dressing (a daily occurrence), | 
would inform her. And we would laugh. 
And sometimes we’d cry. 

With the morning paper came the 
realization that for the first time in 
history those who were at risk could 
know their future with a simple blood 
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Through the valley, with joy. 
BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


test. So two months 
later Ramona was tested. 
“There’s no chance of 
the tubes getting mixed 
up, is there?” I asked the 
nurse. She smiled at my 
worry, then showed us 
how the tubes were labelled. I appreci- 
ated the method. But I had no idea that 
limited public interest and even less 
government funding would make us 
wait 10 months for the results. 

During those months we were 
surprised by the comfort of God’s 
promises. On the countless nights 
when we lay in bed, unable to sleep, 
Bible verses hidden away in my child- 
hood came back to comfort us. “God 
is our refuge and strength, an ever 
present help in trouble. Therefore we 
will not fear, though the earth give way 
and the mountains fall into the heart 
of the sea.” (Psalm 46:1) “For I know 
the plans I have for you,” declares the 
Lord, “plans to give you hope and a 
future.” (2 Jeremiah 29:11) 

In early January the phone call 
came. The waiting was over. The verdict 
was in. We would hear it—on February 
14. Was this someone’s idea of a cruel 
joke? I wondered. This was a day for 
cupids and hearts ... not final verdicts. 

We followed a doctor down a corridor 
and into a dimly lit office. Beside an oak 
desk sat another doctor. Both looked 
grim. We exchanged nervous greet- 
ings. The doctor opened an envelope, 
examined its contents and kindly said, 


“Ramona, you have the normal gene.” 


“You mean 1° -don't” haves itt. 
Ramona was on the edge of her chair. 

“You don’t have it.” 

“T don’t?” She was standing now. 

When I think of happiness, I think of 
that moment. | realized that I’d been in 
the company of something even greater 
during those 10 months in the valley. 
You see, during those months, I was 
often short of happiness, but never joy. 
Joy doesn’t depend on happy endings. 
On good news or sunny circumstances. 
Joy comes from knowing that what- 
ever happens, God is good. Whatever 
happens, God loves me. Whatever 
happens, we can live forever when we 
place our trust in Him. 

Oh yes, you’re wondering about 
Ramona’s symptoms. Well, the doctors 
attribute them to depression, but 
she’s smiling a little more lately. And 
she finally admits that most of them 
can be traced to living with me. I’m 
wondering though about the craving 
for pickles and ice cream. @ 


Read more of Phil and Ramona’s 
story in his book Laughing Matters 
(Harvest House). You can order it at 
www.philcallaway.com 
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Knox.Crescent 
_. Kensington 
~ & First (ACKF) 
Presbyterian Church 


A CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY: 
SEEKING TO BE A HAVEN 
OF HOPE, HOSPITALITY AND 
HEALING IN NDG AND BEYOND 


Our congregation is in the centre _ 


of a dynamic neighbourhood. 
@ Notre Dame de Grace (NDG), 

- in Montreal, is a multi-cultural, 
multi-lingual community with 
excellent resources for all ages. 


Our congregation is in a period of 
transition. During three years of 
interim ministry, we have defined 
our Christian identity, and made 
decisions about reducing the 

size of our large building. We are 
committed to making the new | 
space welcoming and supportive 
of our ministry goals. 


/ KCKF Church has numerous assets 
which encourage us on our journey; 


a talented Music Director, financial 
resources and a renewed sense 
of purpose. 


JOIN US IN DISCERNING GOD’S 
CALLING. PLEASE CONTACT OUR 
INTERIM MODERATOR. 

Rev. Glynis Williams 
1439 Ste Catherine Street West 
Montreal, QC H3G 1S6 
514-935-7799 
gwilliamsOO05@sympatico.ca 


PWS&D Committee Announcement 


Presbyterian World Service & Development is updating its database of potential 
committee members to serve on its dynamic national church committee. Please send in 
your resume if you are interested in helping establish policies, priorities, focus and 
direction for PWS&D. 


Appointments onto the PWS&D National Committee are made by the Life and Mission 
Agency. Committee members are expected to promote the work of PWS&D in their home 
congregations, presbytery and synod. Positions are coming available in 2008; however, all 
applications will be kept on file for future consideration 


Anumber of criteria are used to have a balanced national committee representing the 
church. For full details, visit www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd. 


Presbyterian World Service & Development (PWS&D) 
50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 * pwsd@presbyterian.ca 


Questions about your Bell Canada stock??? 


Hey, Herb, did you 
hear that a deal has 
been struck to buy 
Bell Canada and take 
it private? That 
means I'm going to 
take a huge tax hit 
on my capital gains 
when the deal is 
completed. 


I sure did, but by giving a 
portion of your BCE shares 
to the church you can elimi- 
nate the capital gains tax on 
the shares you give and get 
a donation tax receipt for 
the value of the shares you 
donate. You'll be able to 
reduce the tax you owe to 
$0.00 AND provide extra 
money to your home congre- 
gation and other vital min- 
istries in the church at the 
same time. Pretty neat, eh? 


Call Herb in the Planned Giving Office at 1-800-619-7301 to become 
part of the conversation and learn how you can donate your BCE 
shares or other publicly traded securities to the church and turn a 
potential tax liability into a gifting opportunity. 


Planting seeds of hop é. For generations to come. 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving/securities 
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FORSUELE 
JOURNEY 


Pancake Day 


Simplicity leads to God, purity enjoys Him. BY DAVID WEBBER 


randma was raised an Anglican; 

Grandpa not so much. He was 

raised a Methodist but I don’t 
think Grandma ever held it against 
him. All this is to say that Grandma 
was responsible for rituals in the very 
English household where I went to live 
when I was five. One ritual she held to 
every Tuesday before Lent was what 
she called Shrove Tuesday. Grandpa 
and I called it Pancake Day. We, or at 
least I, didn’t have a clue what it was 
really all about, except on that day 
Grandma made rich pancakes slightly 
thicker than a crepe and served them 
with brown sugar and lemon. 

Shrove Tuesday in England was a 
day of “shriving” or confession before 
the beginning of Lent. It was the day 
when good Anglicans emptied their 
cupboards of rich ingredients such as 
eggs, milk and sugar to dispose of them 
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and their inherent temptation prior to 
the 40 days of fasting associated with 
Lent. Pancakes were an efficient way 
of using up these valuable perishables 
in addition to providing a minor cele- 
bration feast prior to the fast of Lent. 
The operative word here is minor, 
as—typical of British understatement 
in all things—Shrove Tuesday was 
certainly a key lower than the traditions 
of Europe where the French celebrated 
the day as the final blast of Mardi Gras 
and the Germans celebrated it as Fat 
Tuesday. 

Pancake Day: A simple celebra- 
tion to begin 40 days of simplicity. At 
least that is how I have come to terms 
with Lent. Yes, I know the traditions 
of penitence, holy fasting and of pre- 
baptismal instruction associated with 
Lent in preparation for the celebration 
of Easter. But I am a Presbyterian and 


I am fed a penitential faith 365 days a 
year. And I see nothing holy, let alone 
healthy about fasting. And I am already 
baptized and living in John Knox’s 
“greatest school of Christ since the 
time of the Apostles.” For me, Lent is 
becoming a celebration of simplicity. 

I am discovering that my cupboards 
are way too full. When you have to 
play ennie-meenie-minee-mo to figure 
out what clothes to wear, or what shoes 
to put on, or what bathroom to use or 
what computer to switch on or what 
car to drive ... your cupboards are way 
too full. I live in a spirit of excess and 
as a result, I know I have deteriorated 
spiritually. One way to recover is to 
empty the cupboards. 

So what does that look like? For me, 
it includes dealing with my excesses in 
possessions, but it has to go way beyond 
that. My cupboards are not only over- 
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flowing with possessions, but with 
work, travel, food, words, ideas ... the 
list is incredible. The problem with my 
tendency to excess is that it breeds a 
complexity that becomes overwhelming, 
distracting and even confusing. It is hell 
on wheels for spiritual growth. 

The other day, in my time of 
contemplation, I was once again 
dragged into the Scriptures to where 
Jesus was visiting Martha (Lk.10:38-42). 
It was at Martha’s house and so it was 
expected that she as host would be the 
one doing the serving. Mary, though 
her sister, is as much a guest as Jesus 
is in Martha’s house. Mary should be 
free to sit at Jesus’ feet and listen to 
His words, if she so chooses. Martha 
chooses serving. It is a logical choice— 
after all, who else is going to get dinner 
ready? But the story says Martha was 
distracted with “much” serving. Jesus 
says she was “worried” and “bothered” 
by “much” serving. (Those are my very 
same problems with excess; distraction, 
worry and bother.) Martha recognizes 
the problem and goes to Jesus about 
it. The thing is, her solution isn’t very 
practical. She wants to scoop Mary 
up into her excessive serving. (Such is 
the nature of my excesses. I am always 
wanting to scoop up others into them.) 
Jesus won't allow Martha to scoop Mary 
up into her excess. Neither does He say, 
“Stop serving.” That would be imprac- 
tical. He says: “Only one thing is neces- 
sary.” The only way that what Jesus says 
to Martha makes any sense to me is if it 
applies to the serving—in other words, 
“only one dish is necessary.” 

This is simplicity. Simplicity is 
willful limitation, choosing “one thing” 
so that life is not distracted, worried 
or bothered with “many things.” 
Simplicity like that can be applied 
to every aspect of my life. It liberates 
me, allowing for a determined focus, 
especially a determined spiritual focus. 
As such, simplicity is a spiritual disci- 
pline, finding a niche in our disciple- 
ship along with prayer, contemplation 
and purity. This is what Richard Foster 
writes about so powerfully in his book, 
The Freedom of Simplicity, my personal 
recommendation for a worthy Lenten 


reading project. 

The thing about simplicity is, for 
me at least, that it begins with a phys- 
ical choice. It is when I choose to limit 
stuff physically in my life that the 
results seem to transcend my inward 
being, bringing an inward simplicity 
or spiritual simplicity. My best friend, 
who passed away just recently, was 
a wonderful case in point. He was 
wealthy enough to fill his house with 
all the excesses and toys of a modern 
society. However, when you visited his 
rather modest home, there were just 
the barest of necessities: a china set 
of four, a cutlery set of four, a closet 
with one suit and just enough other 
clothes to get him between washes, 
one pair of dress shoes and one pair 
of runners for everything else. I could 
go on, but my point is, because of the 
physical simplicity all around, just 
being alone in his house was somehow 
liberating and peaceful. I often found 
it a prayerful place to be, and my good 
friend was not someone who was in 
your face about being prayerful. 

The New Testament has much to 
say about simplicity, for example in 
Acts 2:46 and 2 Cor.11:3. It is always 
referring to inward simplicity, or as 
it is sometimes translated, sincerity. 
My point is that inward simplicity is 
most often found through outward 
simplicity, choosing to willfully and 
outwardly empty the cupboards of my 
life of its excesses. Simplicity as a spiri- 
tual discipline was so important that 
one of the first great reformers, John 
Hus, when amidst great controversy 
was betrayed and martyred, spoke 
his last words, “O holy simplicity!” 
From the same time in history, but the 
other side of the Reformation, Tomas 
a Kempis wrote in The Imitations of 
Christ: “A man is raised up from the 
earth by two wings—simplicity and 
purity. There must be simplicity 
in his intention and purity in his 
desires. Simplicity leads to God, purity 
embraces and enjoys Him.” ™ 


Rev. David Webber is a_ contributing 
editor to the Record. He is a minister of 
the Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry. 


st. Andrew's Church 


King & Simcoe — Toronto 


presents 
POWER AND PASSION 


Six characters in search of 
resurrection, based on the book 
by Dr. Samuel Wells, Dean of the 

Chapel, Duke University 


February 6th - ASH WEDNESDAY 
Rev. Will Ingram 
THE MARK OF THE ASHES 


February 13th - PONTIUS PILATE 
Rev. Dr. Clyde Irvine 
Central, Hamilton 


February 20th - BARABBAS 
Rev. Paul Kang 
St. Andrew’s, Humber Heights 


February 27th - JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA 
Rev. Derek MacLeod 
Glenview 


March 5th — MRS. PILATE 
Rev. Kristine O’Brien 
Trafalgar, Oakville 


March 12th - MARY MAGDALENE 
Rev. Dr. Emily Rodgers 
Knox, Oshawa 


Holy Week Schedule: 


Monday, March 17th 
PETER’S COMMISSIONING 
Rev. Dr. George Vais 


Tuesday, March 18th 
PETER’S DENIAL 
Rev. Will Ingram 


Wednesday, March 19th 
PETER’S RECOMMISSIONING 
Rev. Dr. George Vais 


Thursday, March 20th 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Rev. Will Ingram 


12:00 noon 12:15 pm 12:45 pm 
Organ Recital | Meditation | Sandwiches 
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Exploring Lent... 


Buy a tree. 

Donate a tree to a park or 
deforested area. Planting a live 
tree reminds us that Christ’s 
death and resurrection points 
to eternal life. 


Bud forsythia branches. 

Buds remind us how our faith grows 
through nourishment and warmth 
during Lent. Bring barren branches 
indoors, set in water and wait 
patiently for buds to appear. 


Fast. 

If you are a teen, try a day of 
fasting. Fasting helps us remember 
how Jesus suffered and how 
people suffer today. Read 

Matthew 6:16-18. (Oil was used 

for celebrating.) Remember to 
drink lots of fluids. Talk with 
someone about this experience 
and what it meant to you. 
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Make a prayer corner. 
During the season of Lent, make 

a prayer corner in your home or 
bedroom. Spend some quiet time 
there each day. Put on the table 

a purple cloth or napkin (purple 

is the colour of Lent), a candle, 

a Bible, and any object that 
reminds you of Jesus. 


Read a collection of 
Stories about Holy Week. 
Luke 22:7-13 

John 13:2-17 

Matthew 26:20-25 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
Matthew 26: 36-46 

John 18:2-14 

Luke 23:1-25 

Matthew 27:27-31 

John 19: 16b-30 


‘Called to 
‘Wonder 


CREATED BY ERIN WALTON 


Lent is the 40 day period that prepares 
us for Easter. Ash Wednesday marks 
the beginning of Lent and it ends on 
Maundy Thursday (the day before Good 
Friday). In some Christian traditions, 
people give up something for Lent. 
However, in the Reformed/Presbyterian 
tradition we add deeds of kindness. 


Try some of the following 
Lenten activities with 
your family and see what 
it adds to your life! 


Offering “CAN"dles. 

Use glass paints to decorate 
glass jars which can then be 
used to collect money during 
Lent for your church's particular 
Lent appeal. 


If you're looking for a 

project to support, visit: 
www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd/ 
for the current PWS&D supported 
projects. For example: Hope for 
Afghanistan—a PWS&D-supported 
project bringing water to those 
suffering from drought and 
poverty in Bamiyan, Afghanistan. 
When the money is donated, 

tea lights can be lit in the jars 

to symbolise sharing the love 

of God. (Be careful and ask 

an adult to help you!) 


Some ideas taken from “Lenten Activities for Children & Youth” 


as posted on www. presbyterian.ca. 
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| Synod of the Atlantic Provinces 
Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church; 
| Interim Moderator Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, PO 
Box 142, River John, NS BOK 1NO;902-351- 
2219 (s) or 902-351-2473 (h); 
jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 


Sunny Corner Pastoral Charge, N.B., St. Ste- 
phen’s, Sunny Corner, St. Paul's, Warwick; 
| Rev.H. Martyn Van Essen, 7 Hierlihy Rd., 
_ Tabusintac, NB E9H 1Y5;506-779-1812; 
_ hmvanessen@hotmail.com. 


| Synod of Quebec and Eastern Ontario 
Beaconsfield, Que., Briarwood Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. John 


Vissers, Presbyterian College, 3495 University, 
Montreal, QC H3A 2A8; 514-288-5256, ext. 
201; jvissers@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

_ Gatineau (Aylmer), Que., St. Andrew's Presbyte- 
rian Church; Rev. Gregory Davidson, c/o St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 82 Kent St., 
Ottawa, ON K1P 5N9; 613-232-9042; 
gd@standrewsottawa.ca. 

, Gloucester (Ottawa), Ont., Gloucester 


oe 


RE en ti 


Presbyterian; Half-time minister; Interim 

Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian Auret, PO Box 

609, Manotick, ON K4M 1A6: 613-692-4228; 

adrian.auret@sympatico.ca. 

_ Lachute, Que., Margaret Rodger Memorial 
Presbyterian Church; Rev. Dr. Bill Klempa, 155 
Lake Louisa Rd. N., Wentworth, QC J8H 0C5; 
450-533-5321; wklemp@po-box.mcgill.ca. 

Pincourt, Que., Ile Perrot; Mark Farrell, Convener, 
Search Committee, 242 Fifth Ave., Pincourt, QC 
J7V 5L3; 514-453-4796; markim@ca.inter.net. 


» Synod of Central, Northeastern 

Ontario and Bermuda 

) Barrie, Ont., Westminster Presbyterian Church; 

Interim Moderator Rev. Keith Boyer, 294 St. 

Vincent St., Barrie, ON L4M 4A1; 705-735- 

| 9211;keb-cvb@sympatico.ca. 

| Englehart, St. Paul’s; Tomstown, Ont., Tomstown; 

| St. Paul’s and Tomstown Pastoral Charge, 

approximately 10 km from Tomstown; 

Full-time minister; Interim Moderator Rev. 

Janice Hamalainen, PO Box 908, New 

Liskeard, ON POJ 1P0; 705-647-8401; 

jhamalainen@parolink.net. 

| Madoc, Ont., St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator, c/o St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, 110 Mill St., PO Box 118, 
Stirling, ON KOK 3E0; 613-395-5006; 
katherinejonah@hotmail.com. 

Markham, Ont., St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 


Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Don Muir, 50 
Wynford Dr., Toronto, ON M3C 157;416-441- 
1111 or 1-800-619-7301 ext. 223; dmuir@ 
presbyterian.ca; www.standrews-markham. 
ca/search.htm. 

Mississauga, Ont., Dixie Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Reid Chudley, PO Box 
16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 1Z0; 519-855-6216; 
r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

Mississauga, Ont., St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Peter Barrow, 
24 Stavebank Rd.N., Mississauga, ON L5G 
275; 905-278-8907; standrewspc@bellnet.ca. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Giles and South Mona- 
ghan and Centreville Presbyterian Church; 
Full-time minister for two-point charge; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Paul D. Johnston, 22 
Hillview Dr., Bobcaygeon, ON KOM 1A0; 705- 
738-6424; knoxpres.paul@bellnet.ca. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Stephen’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o 
Knox College, 59 St. George St., Toronto, 

ON M68 2E6;s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Richmond Hill, Ont., Richmond Hill Presbyte- 
rian Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Daniel 
Scott, 39 Saint Ave., Bradford, ON L3Z 3E6; 
905-775-7274; ddscott@rogers.com. 

Scarborough, Ont., Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Interim Moderator Rev. Ann Blane, 
1300 Danforth Rd., Scarborough, ON 
M1J 1E8; 416-267-7897. 

Toronto, Ont., Guildwood Community; Rev. J.P. 
lan Morrison, 17 Earswick Dr., Scarborough, 
ON MIE 1C7; 416-265-0135; 
lan.morrison@sympatico.ca. 

West Toronto Presbytery, York Memorial; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Lance 
Odland, 11 Cross St., Toronto, ON 
MON 2B8; 416-241-9533; 
lance@westonpresbyterianchurch.com. 


Synod of Southwestern Ontario 

Ancaster, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Anne Yee-Hibbs, c/o Erskine 
Presbyterian Church, 19 Pearl St.N., Hamilton, 
ON L8R 2Y6; synodaec@on.aibn.com. 

Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 11 
White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@bfree.on.ca. 

Burlington, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. 
Philip Wilson, c/o Trinity Presbyterian Church, 
720 Ninth Ave., Hamilton, ON L8T 2A3;905- 
385-5984; revomw@auracom.com. 

Caledonia, Caledonia Presbyterian Church; 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
Notices are $40 for one-time; $25 for four 
insertions or more. Deadline to have your notice 
added is six weeks prior to month; so, for April 
2008 the deadline will be Feb. 15th, 2008. 


Interim Moderator Rev. Jeff Chalmers, 117 
Argyle St. N., Caledonia, ON N3W 1B8;905- 
765-4524; jeff.chalmers@ontario.ca. 

Chatsworth, St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church; 
Dornoch, Latona Presbyterian Church; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Michelle Butterfield-Kocis, 
c/o Westminister Presbyterian Church, PO 
Box 359, Paisley, ON NOG 2NO; 519-353-6020; 
Westminster.stpaul@bmts.com. 

Hamilton, MacNab St.; Rev. George Robertson, 
80 Mill St.N., PO Box 221,Waterdown,ON LOR 
2HO; 905-689-8115; rev.george@bellnet.ca. 

Hamilton, New Westminster; Half-time; Rev. R. 
Docherty, c/o St. John’s Presbyterian Church, 
10 Mountain St., Grimsby, ON L3M 3J6; 905- 
945-5352; admin@stjohnsgrimsby.com. 


St, Paul’s and Tomstown 
Presbyterian Churches 
Englehart, Ontario 


Our congregations 
are seeking a full time minister! 


Do you hear 
tne call? 


Are you an enthusiastic person who 
will bring gifts of: 

e Preaching & Teaching 

¢ Pastoral Care & Outreach 

* Inspiration to the elderly and youth 
* Nurturing Christian faith 


If this is your calling, please contact 
Randy Ford our Search Committee Chair 
at Box 737, Englehart, Ontario POJ 1HO 

or by email at treeline@ntl.sympatico.ca. 
Visit our website at www.faithlovehope.ca 
effective February 2008. 
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VACANCIES 


Hamilton, St. Columba; Dr. Clyde Ervine, 165 
Charlton Ave. W., Hamilton, ON L8P 2C8;905- 
522-9098; cervine.central@on.aibn.com. 

London, St. Lawrence; Half-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Lynn Nichol, 783 Victoria St., 
London,ON NSY 4C9; 519-434-2476; 
briarhill33@yahoo.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox Presbyterian Church; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Catherine Calkin, 3403 Perth 
Rd. 130,R.R.2, St. Pauls, ON NOK 1V0;519- 
393-6395; calkin@quadro.net. 


Elders’ Institute 


St. Andrew's Hall 


SPIRITUAL MENTORING 
FOR RULING ELDERS 


Online Course 2008 


Explore the process of discernment, 
the ways we share our faith, and the 
history and nature of spiritual 
mentoring in the Christian tradition. 


Join other ruling elders online! 


Marcu 31 - May 9, 2008 
Instructor: Rev. Dr. Roberta Clare 


Registration Fee: $100 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
Tel. 1.866.794.8 88 8 


*You have a passion 
to help us build a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 
*You are able to make the Word of God relevant. 
*You know and imitate Christ. 


*You have a heart for missions. 
*Are you ready to help us 
become fishers of men, women 
and children? 
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Molesworth, St. Andrew’s; Part-time position; 
John Zondag, 220 Livingstone Ave.N., 
Listowel, ON N4W 1P9; 519-291-4690; 
jzondag@wightman.ca. 

Port Dover, Knox and Hagersville, St. Andrew's 
(two-point charge); Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Morden, Knox Presbyterian Church, 
2058 Main St.N., Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0;519-587- 
2565; knoxchal@bellnet.ca. 

Sarnia, Paterson Memorial; Vacancy begins 
April 1, 2008; Rev. Ena Van Zoren, PO Box 421, 
Wyoming, ON NON 1T0;519-845-1931; 
enavanz@gmail.com. 

Simcoe, St. Paul's; Rev. Dr. Stan Cox, Interim 
Moderator c/o St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, 
85 Lot St., Simcoe, ON N3Y 184;519-426-1845; 
sppc@kwic.com; www.stpaulssimcoe.com. 

Stoney Creek, Heritage Green; Half-time position; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Bob Geddes, c/o The 
South Gate Presbyterian Church, 120 Claredon 
Ave., Hamilton, ON L9A 3A5; 905-385-7444; 
bobgeddes@mountaincable.net. 

Thornbury, St. Paul’s; Rev. Alice Wilson, PO Box 
20004, Hanover, ON N4N 371; 
standrews@wightman.ca. 

Wallaceburg, Knox Presbyterian; Interim Mode- 
rator Rev. Mike Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 60 Fifth St., Chatham, ON N7M 4V7; 
519-352-2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 

Woodstock, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. 
Lonnie Atkinson, c/o St. Paul’s Presbyterian 
Church, 56 Thames St.S., Ingersoll, ON NSC 
289; 519-485-3390; stpauls@execulink.com. 


Synod of Manitoba and 

Northwestern Ontario 

Carberry, Man., Knox-Zion Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jean Bryden, 808 9th 
St. NW, Portage la Prairie, MB R1N 3L3; 204- 
857-4815; jbryden@mts.net. 

Selkirk, Man., Knox Presbyterian Church; Interim 


Contact: Interim Moderator 
Rev. Mike 

_. Maroney, 
First Presbyterian 
~ Church, 

60 Fitth St. 
Chatham, ON 
N7M 4V7 
§19-352-2313 


maroney(@firstchatham.org 


Moderator Rev. Robert Murray, PO Box 222, 
Pinawa, MB ROE 1L0; 204-753-8439; 
pcf@granite.mb.ca. 


Synod of Saskatchewan 

Saskatoon, Circle West; Parkview; Rev. Amanda 
Currie, 436 Spadina Cres. E, Saskatoon, SK S7K 
3G6; 306-242-0525; standrews@sasktel.net. 

Weyburn, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Tae- 
Wook (Jonathan) Kwon; PO Box 7, Grenfell, SK 
SOG 2B0; 306-697-261 2; joyktw@hotmail.com. 


Synod of Alberta and the Northwest 

Chauvin, Alta., Westminster and Wainwright, 
Alta., St. Andrew's Pastoral Charge; Rev. 
Stephen Haughland, PO Box 663, Killam, AB 
TOB 2L0; 780-385-2147; tepkje@telus.net. 

Edmonton, Alta., Callingwood Road Presbyte- 
rian Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Bob 
Calder, 6607 31st Ave., Edmonton, AB T6K 
4B3; 780-462-2446; crpc2007@gmail.com. 

Edmonton, Alta., Strathcona Presbyterian 
Church; www.spchurch.ca; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Annabelle Wallace, 423-14259 50th St. 
NW, Edmonton, AB T5A 5J2; 780-633-0170; 
annabellew@shaw.ca. 

Fort McMurray, Alta., Faith Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Lloyd Fourney, 
18512 92nd Ave., Edmonton, AB T5T 1P4; 
780-481-1614; fourney@hotmail.com. 

Medicine Hat, Alta., St. John’s Presbyterian Chur- 
ch; Interim Moderator Rev. Diane V. Beach, 
212 Perry Cres. NE, Medicine Hat, AB T1C 1X3; 
home 403-526-3512, office 403-526-4542; 
dianebeach@shaw.ca. 


Synod of British Columbia 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 250- 
364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Vancouver, Chinese Presbyterian Church, Asso- 
ciate Minister, English ministry; Rev. Dr. Ted 
Siverns; 604-530-2401; tsiverns@lightspeed.ca. 

Vancouver, Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church; 
Co-Interim Moderators Revs. Joyce and Glen 
Davis, 6040 lona Dr., Vancouver, BC.C. V6T 2E8; 
604-822-9807; gdavis@vst.edu. 


Obituaries 


COLQUHOUN, Rev. Duncan Alexander, 
B.A., M.Div., died suddenly on July 8, 
2007, at his home in Brantford, Ont. at 
the age of 56 years. Duncan grew up in 
Hamilton, Ont., and in Knox Church, 
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Hamilton. He was certified by the Pres- 
bytery of Hamilton as a candidate for the 
ministry. After service in Trinity, Calgary, 
Alta., Lynden United Church, and the 
_ charge of New Glasgow, Rodney, in the 
| Presbytery of London, he was minister 
: of Knox Church, Brantford, and Mount 
_ Pleasant Church, Mount Pleasant, Ont., 
- from Nov. 14, 2004 until July 8, 2007. 
His untimely death is mourned by his 
. parishioners and his colleagues in presby- 
_ tery, but especially by his former spouse 
_ Delaina, his daughter Meghan, his sons 
Gavin and Dylan, and his father Ned. 
_ Brothers Ian of Switzerland, Rod of Kitch- 
» ener, Ont., Gordon of Ottawa, Ont., and 
_ sister Margaret of Acton, Ont., and their 
_ families also mourn his death. 


[ FORGIE, Fraser Alexander, died on Oct. 30, 
_ 2007, age 95. Fraser lived his whole life in 
the Wingham, Ont., area and is survived 
by his wife of 45 years, Kae Wilcox Forgie. 
_ He was a member of St. Andrew’s Pres- 
_ byterian Church, Wingham, and will be 
_ sorely missed by many. He was a very 


_ kind man with a warm sense of humour 


anda generous nature. 


_ GRAINGER, Joan, born in 1922, passed 
away in Prince George, B.C., on Nov. 
| 3, 2007. Joan was an active member of 
St. Giles’ Presbyterian Church, Prince 
| George, since July 1960, was Sunday 
_ school superintendent for 17 years and a 
member of session for 39 years. Joan was a 
life member of the W.M.S., serving many 
times as its president, and of the W.M.S. 
Kamloops Presbyterial. She was also Clerk 
of the Presbytery of Kamloops for 36 
years and attended the General Assembly 
seven times. She was a member of the 
board of congregational life, provincially 
and nationally. Joan was a dedicated and 
conscientious Clerk of Presbytery. Joan 
also volunteered her time for local social 
groups outside of the church. Her energy, 
enthusiasm and wise counsel will be 
missed by all the organizations for which 
she so tirelessly worked. 


HOLMES, Donald Louis, aged 80, of Bible 
Hill and formerly of Antigonish, N.S., passed 
away on June 16, 2007. He was a dedicated, 
faithful elder since 1980 of Barney’s River- 
Marshy Hope Pastoral Charge, N.S. 


OBITUARIES 


Servant Teacher [sur-vuh nt ieee 
n A Minister of Word and Sacraments; a a 
a teacher; a preacher; a leader, called i - 
teach, reach, and foster, in and out of the pulp!t. 


We, a community of redeemed sinners at St. Andrew’s & St. Stephen’s 
Presbyterian Church in North Vancouver, British Columbia, invite you to consider 
ministering with us, an inter-generational, mid-sized congregation of 250-300 members 
and adherents serving within an affluent, diverse, multi-cultural urban setting on 
Canada’s west coast. 


We understand ourselves to be a God-centred, Christ-like, Spirit-filled community 
church, actively serving and nurturing one another and our neighbours. We are seeking 
a servant teacher who will help us fulfill that calling even more faithfully. 


if God, in Christ through the Spirit, is exciting an interest 
in exploring this possibility further, please contact: 


The Rev. Dr. Brian J. Fraser 
Interim Moderator 

c/o #1402 — 1327 East Keith Road 
North Vancouver, BC V7J3T5 
604-924-9650 


fraser@growingchurches.org WWww.sass pc.be.ca 


Birth Announcement 


ATKIN/NAGY, Rev. (Nancy) Elaine Nagy 
and Mr. Ralph Atkin, are thrilled to 
announce the birth of their beautiful 
daughter Kathleen Jolan Atkin on Oct. 
24, 2007, in St. Albert, Alta. Heartfelt 
thanks are extended to those in Central 
Church, Vancouver, B.C., and Westmin- 
ster Church, Barrie, Ont., who lovingly 
prayed for Elaine and Ralph as they 
looked forward to welcoming a child. @ 
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Real Hospitality 


People seek an authentic message congruent with life. 


BY REV. DR. J. H. HANS KOUWENBERG 


Ithough I live in Abbotsford 
Aw almost 100 churches, seven 

of which have an attendance of 
1,500 to 5,000 on a weekend, I also live 
in British Columbia where 30 per cent 
of the population does not believe in 
God and 60 per cent does not attend 
church or any other faith institution at 
any time during the year. 

A number of people have asked me 
what I think is the greatest challenge 
that faces the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. My answeris another question: 
are we able to lead anyone who does 
not believe in anything that smacks of 
some kind of religion or spirituality to 
believe in God? It is an important ques- 
tion for every Christian church worth 
their “salt and light” to consider. In this 
post-Christendom, post-modern age, 
will the Christian church persist? Does 
the Christian church have anything to 
say to the new, emerging generations 
and cultures? It’s not only a question 
of whether our children and grandchil- 
dren will have faith, but also whether 
our neighbours will. 

There is no doubt in my mind 
we've entered a time of massive para- 
digm shift. Current generations think, 
act and believe much differently than 
the earlier generations to which we 
“oldie goldies” belong. People in the 
past were committed to the church, or 
to its programs; now people are more 
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interested in relationships or finding 
a hospitable community. Long-term 
denominational loyalty is gone; people 
are more interested in short-term 
commitments, missions or causes. 

Fortunate is the church with enough 
expertise to offer support groups to 
different generations, or to focus on 
marriage or divorce care, or on other 
family issues, or on local or global social 
issues. Every church today must offer 
entry level courses, such as Alpha, for 
easier consideration of the Christian 
faith, as well as intermediate level disci- 
pleship courses for growth in one’s faith, 
and advanced level leadership develop- 
ment courses for service in the church, 
community and the world if they’re 
to minister effectively to the different 
kinds of people who may happen to 
cross the doorstep of their building. 

I asked a 20-something parishioner 
what he looked for most in the church. 
Number one on his list was “real hospi- 
tality.” He didn’t want to be centered 
out as a visitor; he only wanted some 
people in the church to notice he was 
new, and perhaps to invite him out 
for coffee or have him over to their 
home for a meal. Just being warm and 
friendly at church during the initial 
greeting, or at the coffee hour after the 
service, wouldn’t cut it. 

Number two on his list was a church 
that was making a “real difference” 
in the community. Is your church 
engaged in any meaningful contact 
with the local situation in which it 
finds itself, or somewhere else in the 
“global village” in which we all live? 
People want to be involved in mean- 
ingful causes. They will spend time 
and money for something that makes 
a difference in this world. 

And, he said, he was looking for 


“real, orthodox, - biblical preaching 
and teaching,” which would help him 
experience God’s presence and apply 
the message of the Bible to the issues 
of his day. He would listen to a pastor 
who was authentic and whose message 
was congruent with life. 


In my last trip through southern ~ 


Ontario, I saw a brief video of some 
Canadian young people and _ their 
current concerns, produced by Shauna 
Simmonds of MakeYouThink Studios. 
This young woman seems to have found 
out what young adults want from their 
churches. Here is the list: community, 
authenticity, mentorship, passionate 
leaders, interactive environment, 
involvement, relevant engagement, 
intellectual challenge and a technology 
and internet presence. (The video is 
available from the Evangelical Fellow- 
ship of Canada at 1-800-302-3362 or 
www.evangelicalfellowship.ca). 

I lament the recent departure 
of people from Trinity Presbyterian 
in Oro, Ont., because we have lost 
gifts, abilities and experience which 
connected us with a younger genera- 
tion, including those who do not 
believe in God, that we can ill afford 
to lose. I regret, rather than condemn, 
that they have shifted their theological 
stance and ecclesiology to suit what 
Martin Marty called the “baptistifica- 
tion” of society (Christianity Today, 
Sept. 2, 1983). We need every gift and 
passion we can muster to reach our 
generation for Christ. @ 


Hans Kouwenberg 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
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 ® Church World Services is a Geneva-based 
non-governmental agency with offices in a. 

y 


many countries, including Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. Last year, the Record’s Andrew a é z. 
Faiz and PWS&D’'s Guy Smagghe were hosted_f # #4: foe ae 
in both countries by CWS. oo a i= 
The agency, working with Action By 
| Churches Together (ACT) and through its 
support network (which includes the PCC) 
provides a variety of services throughout 
Pakistan. These include a refugee camp 
for those displaced by the October 2005 
earthquake (seen here). 

In December Marvin Parvez, director 
of CWS Pakistan/Afghanistan sent the fol- 
lowing letter. Our prayers are with them. 


Dear Friends: As | write these lines to you from 
Islamabad, the government moves the body of 
Ms. Bhutto from the hospital to her ancestral 
village in Sindh Province (down south and five 
hours drive from Karachi) in the middle of the 
night and against the wishes of Ms. Bhutto's 
husband (a very typical move by government 
to control the violent reaction across the 
country by PPP workers, supporters and other 
groups against the current setup). 

Many of you have supported us in the last 
decade during some very difficult times we 
have faced in this country/region, but this is 
the biggest tragedy and one that we might 
not recover from as a country and nation. 

We are truly grateful for your prayers and 
support during these very difficult times ... 
now is the time we need your prayers and 
support the most. 

In the last few hours hundreds of police 
stations, government buildings, vehicles and 
trains have been attacked and burned down 
and it will take time to get the actual number 
of dead. 

Most of the oppositions parties have called 
for a national government and cancellation 
of elections and the UN Security Council will 
meet in the next few hours to discuss what 
next for this nuclear armed country threatened 
by Islamic militants. 

All our team members are safe and we have 
closed offices and suspended operations for 
the time being. 

We will keep you updated and once again 
from the team here thanks for your concern 
and support. 

Peace, 

Marvin Parvez, CWS 


au ee 
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There is no growth 
without change, 
no change 
without conflict. 


CALL TO WORSHIP 


Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, 
I suppose that even the whole world would not have room 
for the books that would be written. John 21:25 
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Growing requires the 
right motivation. 
BY DAVID HARRIS 


esus wouldn’t have said things like “take 

your light out from underneath that basket 

and let it shine” or “move into all the world 

and make disciples” if he was content with a 
church plan of maintenance or gradual decline. 
God wants our churches growing and alive. 

That quote from Andrew Allison, minister 
at St. Paul’s, Leaskdale, Ont., this month 
is about as succinct a comment on church 
growth (and decline) as you'll find. 

Over the past several months, we’ve 
published a steady stream of articles 
focusing one way or another on creating healthy growing 
churches. All of them make excellent points about building 
and maintaining faithful communities. But it would be a 
mistake to read them as simple recipes for success. 

As John-Peter Smit says in his article this month, the 
danger is the “‘if-only-we-had-the-right-something” 
conversation. ‘If only we had the right minister or the right 
location or the right musician or the right worship style or 
the right theology then everything would be right.’ This is 
a dangerous road to travel: It seeks simplistic solutions to 
complex issues.” 

That doesn’t mean there aren’t some basics that are 
found in every engaging church community. The real chal- 
lenge is that most of those basics fall within the responsi- 
bility of each and every one of us as members of a commu- 
nity of faith. 

In many ways the most difficult, yet most important thing 
is that we have to be open and vulnerable to receiving God’s 
love. It’s not easy. The whole history of God’s interaction with 
humans as evidenced in the Bible could be boiled down to 
God trying to get us to understand that He loves us. 

Ultimately, that was the whole purpose of Jesus’ ministry. 
I think we sometimes hear “God so loved the world ...” as 
impersonal. The world. Everyone. But it really means, God 
so loved me and God so loved you and God so loved our 
neighbour. 

During Lent Christians traditionally think about repen- 
tance. But saying sorry to someone you fear is different than 
saying sorry to someone you love—and who loves you. If God 
were only to be feared, we’d say sorry to avoid punishment. 
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Saying sorry to a God who loves us is 
about opening ourselves up to experience all 
the good that God wants for us and being 
open to see the need for change. 

Filled with the Spirit of love, we don’t 
have to “try” to be friendly to people at 
church, whether newcomers or stalwarts. 
We “are” friendly because we want to share 
God’s love. 

“We are not primarily in the business of 
building the Presbyterian Church; we are 
sharing what Jesus has done in our own 
lives,” says Smit. “If we have no story to tell, if Jesus has 
not changed our lives, then it is next to impossible for him 
to change the lives of others through us.” 

And the congregation at St. Paul’s, Leaskdale, is proof 
that it can be done. Here’s what Marion Schaffer had to 
say after attending morning worship at St. Paul’s. “What 
I experienced included a relevant openhearted message 
and the sharing of personal journeys of faith from many 
who were present all wrapped up in an atmosphere of 
welcoming acceptance.” 

Great expectations, however, imply change. Growth 
implies change. And, as our cover says: Growing Pains. It’s 
best read as describing an action: growing hurts, growing 
causes pain. Not bad pain, but the pain of maturing from 
childhood into adulthood. 

And as every parent (and child) knows, that pain is only 
bearable when it is experienced in an atmosphere of uncon- 
ditional love. Otherwise, it is the dreadful pain of fear. 

As recent research has shown, when we are motivated 
by fear, we focus on just one thing: escape. But we lose our 
perspective. We cannot see other options. We just head for 
what we hope is the light at the end of the tunnel. And if 
we are Wrong ... 

If, on the other hand, we are motivated by love and 
open to change, there is no wrong choice. m 
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Letters 


| | letters@presbyterianrecord.ca 


Some uplifting articles, 


_ some not 


Re Full Time Cheerleader, January 
Yes, the lord will always be with 
Patricia Schneider as she mourns and 


grieves the passing of her beloved 


/ husband. How wonderful it is to know 


the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal 
friend and Saviour of our lives. How I 
wish some of the other published arti- 
cles in the Record were as uplifting and 


- true as this one, not slanderous and 


full of untruths ... 

The article by Rev. Laurence De 
Wolfe (Progressive Lectionary, January) 
astounds me. Jesus and the Father are 
one and always have been one. God 
sent His only begotten Son to this 
earth when He saw how sinful we all 
were. He was sent as a baby, to become 
a man and to die for each of us, that by 
the shedding of His blood, we would 
have forgiveness of sins and an eternal 
home in heaven with Him. I am 
shocked that a Presbyterian minister 
would write such an article. 

GENEVIEVE WHYTE, ORO STATION, ONT. 


Something different 
Re November editorial and related articles 
and letters 

I happen to agree with Mr. Nieu- 
whof’s theology, and disagree with 
where Presbyterian theology is and 
appears to be going. I also believe that 
a year is plenty of time for presbytery 
to pray on a matter and come to a 
conclusion. But this does not forgive 
Mr. Nieuwhof of poaching members 
of the Presbyterian Church. I am 
employed by the Presbyterian Church 
and have been for almost the last six 
years. This year I left my congrega- 
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“Lam not a member of the wiligions right; 
Tam nota fundamentalist. 1 aman evangelical. 
Some of us are very careful about the definition : |, 
only work with pe 


tion and all knew it’s because God has 
called me to something different. Any 
are glad to join the ministry my wife 
and I are starting, but we are leaving 
alone. One should not use their posi- 
tion to split churches. 

ANTHONY VINK, CALGARY 


I wonder if the practice of offering 
critiques of the ministry and motives 
of particular ministers in our denom- 
ination, through the pages of the 
Record, is going to become a regular 
feature of the magazine? I will supply 
the editor with names and contact 
information of parishioners who could 
offer their criticisms of my ministry, if 
more material is being sought and the 
focus broadening beyond Mr. Nieu- 
whof. With some fine articles of late— 
such as the pieces by Chuck Congram 
and Alex McLeod in the last issue—it 
seems a pity to spend more ink, space 
and time pointing fingers and tearing 
down individual congregations and/or 
clergy. But if this is the newest pursuit 
for the Record, | would find it difficult 
to sit back and watch others under the 
exposing searchlight while I hide in 
the shadows. 

REV. CHRISTINE O’REILLY, PORT FRANKS, ONT. 


Boldness and courage 

As a new member of St. Andrew’s, 
Penticton, B.C., I applaud Rev. Colin 
Cross for his boldness and courage. 
The Walk to Bethlehem (December 
2007) was a way to connect with 
people from all walks even in our own 
church. People worked side by side 
for Christ’s sake not their own. They 
spent an evening in the cold to bring 
warmth into hearts of all who came. It 
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was uplifting and exciting to be a part 
of. I look forward to see what God has 
next for our St. Andrew’s in the heart 
of Penticton. 

MARY TOBIN, PENTICTON, B.C. 


The complete picture 
Re Mark Tremblay letter, December 

Was Luther fishing for laughs 
when he posted his 95 theses? Or why 
should it mark an erosion of tolerance 
and diversity of opinion for people to 
express an opinion other than Zander 
Dunn’s? (Letters, March) Isn’t this kind 
of open expression of ideas what toler- 
ance and diversity are all about? The 
alternative would be a denomination 
in which nothing was ever challenged. 
I’m sure that’s not what Tremblay 
would want. 

Tremblay seems to have forgotten 
that, although the Bible speaks about 
faith as an attitude of trust, it also 
speaks about “the faith” which has a 
particular revelatory content. Disre- 
garding that content may not under- 
mine faith as an attitude (which can 
have virtually anything as its object) 
but it does undermine “the faith” 
which we are told was once for all 
handed down to the saints. 

Tremblay also speaks about things 
not making theological or philosoph- 
ical sense. What I find nonsensical is 
the suggestion that one can believe 
in Jesus apart from believing certain 
things about Jesus. Certainly a belief 
in Jesus has to begin with a belief in 
the fact that He’s real. It also has to 
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include a belief in the fact that He 
lives and can still make a difference 
in the lives of people today. When 
people talk about “believing in Jesus,” 
apart from needing to “believe things 
about Jesus,” what’s really being said 
are some things about Jesus which 
they are prepared to believe and some 
facts which they aren’t. Let’s be honest 
about that rather than trying to 
pretend that you can have a Christian 
faith devoid of content. 

Finally, Tremblay suggests that the 
absence of any discussion of Jesus’ 
birth in Mark or John must be a great 
concern to those who put so much 
weight in the idea of a virgin birth. 
Yet the argument works both ways. By 
Tremblay’s logic, it must also be a great 
concern to those who put no weight in 
a virgin birth that Matthew and Luke 
both include it. The question for us 
to consider is whether it’s more likely 
that we’ve been given four gospels so 
that we can safely ignore parts of some 
or so that, by looking at the four of 
them together, we can know that we 
have the complete picture? 

DUNCAN CAMERON, SCARBOROUGH, ONT. 


With people like Faiz... 
Re Jesus Good, January 

Andrew Faiz quoted Bruxy Cavey 
and linked him with a bunch of 
different authors who are anti-Chris- 
tian, and | think that was completely 
unfair. I don’t know if he read Bruxy’s 
whole book or if he ever heard him 
preach (he only references the preface 
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of the book), but I personally believe 
that Cavey has a profoundly prophetic 
voice that the Church needs to hear. 
Bruxy Cavey is not anti-Christian; he 
simply wants those who call them- 
selves Christians to actually follow 
Jesus. He believes in the importance 
of Christian community and _ his 
preaching is always based on the Scrip- 
tures. He is passionate about helping 
irreligious people encounter the living 
Christ, rather than rejecting Him 
because of bad experiences they’ve 
had with the Church. So please do not 
ignore (condemn) his message because 
it confronts the Church of its hypoc- 
risy. I believe that doing so would be 
equivalent to rejecting a modern day 
prophet of the living God. 

REV. CURTIS PETERS, SWIFT CURRENT, SASK. 


With managing editors like Andrew 
Faiz, who needs enemies? I’m not 
entirely clear about the point, if any, 
of Faiz’s article. It does seem clear that 
Faiz is as enamored of the word “zeit- 
geist” as he is of the parenthesis keys 
on his computer. If his point is that the 
traditional denominations in North 
America representing “religion” face 
a prevailing culture that is skeptical of 
their compassion and sincerity, then 
that is worth discussing. If his point 
is also that this perception is created 
exclusively by influential writers, then 
that also is worth discussing. 

Where I have considerable prob- 
lems is with his ill-informed and 
grossly unfair characterization of the 
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ministry and writings of Bruxy Cavey. 
+ Lumping Bruxy Cavey’s views in with 
' arank heretic such as Bishop Spong or 
an antagonist to Christian faith such 
as Christopher Hitchens amounts to 
little better than a drive-by shooting 
at the reputation of one of Christian- 
ity’s most effective communicators in 
Canada today. 

The Meeting House is not non- 
/ denominational, but rather a Brethren 
in Christ congregation. If one were 
to read Cavey’s book The End of Reli- 
| gion, one would find that Cavey takes 
_ considerable pains to be clear what he 
means when employing the term “reli- 
gion.” Cavey’s critique of “religion” 
contains virtually the same warnings 
as St. Paul provides in I] Timothy 3:5 
to avoid those “having a form of godli- 
ness, but denying the power thereof.” 
Or the same model as James 1:27 
(quoted in the book), “Pure religion 
and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep 
himself unspotted from the world.” I 
can also confirm from personal experi- 
ence that the Jesus presented in Cavey’s 
preaching is not some dumbed-down 
“Jesus good” as implied in Faiz’s title, 
but a highly orthodox and high view 
of Christ as Lord and Saviour. Finally, 
I can also confirm that the ministry 
at The Meeting House emphasizes a 
rigorous discipleship that would be 
a credit to any church in our own 
denomination and might well be the 


best antidote to the “zeitgeist” Faiz 
appears to be concerned with. 

If we are truly concerned about the 
credibility in our society of our Chris- 
tian witness, maybe our examination 
should be focused inward. Maybe we 
should be challenging ourselves in 
terms of whether what we do in our 
congregations truly reflects Christ 
to the communities around us. If 
Faiz wishes to continue to look for 
“enemies,” maybe he should consider 
the wisdom of Walt Kelly’s Pogo: “We 
have met the enemy, and he is us.” 

ALISTAIR MOLLISON, THORNBURY, ONT. 


deWolfe leads 
Christian scholars (John Dominic 
Crossan, Marcus Borg and others) have 
been informing the laity about new 
discoveries and revised observations 
about the historical Jesus. The word 
from most pulpits appears not to have 
kept up with emerging research. Minis- 
ters of the Word seem to prefer the 
safety of traditional views in spite of 
their education to the contrary. Thank- 
fully, Rev. Laurence DeWolfe (Progres- 
sive Lectionary, January) has 
broken with the pack in helping 
us re-consider Jesus’ “son-ship.” 

ROD TOMLINSON, CALGARY 


Also, 

On our website—www.presbyterianre- 
cord.ca—more defense of Bruxy Cavey, 
lament for Advent and memories of 
Camp Glen Mhor. & 
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Dental care is not included in 
Canada’s medicare system. For 
those on social assistance and the 
Ontario Disability Support Program, 
there’s basic coverage, but no 
preventative treatment. Many 
working and low-income earners 
do not have health benefits through 
work, and as a result, they suffer 
by having to pay out-of-pocket or 
receive no treatment at all. 


A number of Evangel Hall 
participants are living with life- 
threatening illnesses due to the 

many barriers they face. 


Construction is now underway for 
our new medical and dental clinic. 
With your help, we can provide 
affordable, accessible dental care 
to people suffering from poverty, 
mental or physical illness. We 
can add to the holistic network of 
emotional, intellectual and social 
supports already delivered at the 
Hall and send the message that 
every person should have basic 
medical care, regardless of housing 
status, financial background or 
mental health illness. 


Thank you for your support 
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People | Places 


For more People & Places submissions, please visit our website: 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


People and Places is always impressed by the imagination and determination of 
church folks to help others. Peter Wyminga (left) of St. Andrew's, Guelph, Ont., came 
up with the poetry contest (which was featured in the February Record); Elaine Forgo, 
of Knox, Burlington, Ont., was the winning poet; Rev. John Borthwick is proud of the 
church he serves, which raised $15,000 to give to Alexander MacDonald, guest spea- 
ker and PWS&D communication assistant. And, Karen Dimock, student minister, took 
it all in. To quote Forgo:"What a great opportunity to make things whole.” 
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That's a Happy Birthday Jesus ca- 
ke—such simple, obvious and yet 
brilliant and imaginative ways of 
celebrating the Gospels!—at St. 
Andrew's, Bowmanville, Ont., which 
is cut every year after the Sunday 
School Christmas Pageant. Dore- 
en Gilroy baked the cake and was 
helped by Wiseman (John), Joseph 
(Duncan), Shepherds (Orrie and 
John) and an Angel (Kaitlyn). 

Now all together:”... Are you one? 
Are you two? Are you...” 


Some members of St. Andrew’s, Humber 
Heights, Etobicoke, Ont., participated in the 
annual Walk for Memories at Roy Thomson 
Hall to honour eight members of the con- 
gregation who have Alzheimers. They also 
managed to raise $1,800 for the Alzheimer 
Society of Toronto. From left: Nene Osutei, 
Linda Bleue, Janette Slater, Vida Bosom- 
pem and Rev. Paul Kang. Also present at 
the walk: Margaret Henderson and Alex 
Webster. More photos, plus celebrating 30 
years of Don Moffatt, on our website. 
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For 11 years, Bruce and Pat McKechnie (he’s far left, 
she’s far right in the photograph) have been sponso- 
ring a breakfast at Knox, Kincardine, Ont. The Novem- 
ber event raised $5,000 which the couple delivered 
personally in January, to the Mulanje Mission Hospital 
in Malawi. The 182-bed hospital is run under the auspi- 
ces of the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian. 

For more photos see our website. 


Had cake lately? 


See www.presbyterianrecord.ca for instructions on how 
to submit to People and Places. 


Also on our website: 


Fifty years of Twilight in Rockwood; cake and hats in 
Montreal West; the cutest cow ever in Barney's River; two 
cakes in Sudbury; wheelchair access at Albion Gardens, 
Etobicoke; how,a birthday aids a food bank in Burns, 


Ont.; Malawi mission in Dunnville; filling a stable in Hil- 


| Ron Gable, former clerk of session at Knox, Georgetown, Ont., 
_ brought in the main course at the annual Robbie Burns Din- 


Isburgh; the Moderator’s mom birthday; more Haggis, in 


ner, followed by former minister Rev. Peter Barrow and current Swansea; a 65th wedding anniversary in Tatamagouche; 
minister Rev. Dr. James Cooper. Needless to say, the meal was backpacks for children escaping abuse in Welland; and, 
magnificent and there were Highland Dancers. a 90th birthday at Wychwood, Davenport. 


Photograph: Rose Colter. 
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It started, like so many things, with a personal connection: A member at Knox, Agincourt, Toronto, has a brother-in-law serving 
in Afghanistan. The congregation decided to adopt him—they took this photo, the kids made the “Hi Bob” sign. With cards 

at Christmas and his birthday and, little notes of encouragement, Soldier Bob will always know somebody is thinking of him. 
Knox, Agincourt, would love to see other churches Adopt-A-Soldier. 


Presbyterians Continue 


Sharing 


PRESBYTERIANS SHARING ... contribu- 
tions were down slightly from 2006, 
but have surpassed givings for the 
three years before that. The final tally 
for 2007 is $8,734,120—with almost 
$2 million of that received during the 
first two weeks of January. 

The final figure is $23,457 (0.26 per 
cent) less than contributions in 2006, 
but Karen Plater, associate secretary for 
stewardship, is thrilled with the out- 
come. “This figure represents another 
year of congregations working hard 
to support the mission and ministries 
that we do together as the Presbyteri- 
an Church in Canada,” Plater told the 
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Record, thanking congregations and 
individuals for supporting the church 
in this way. “No matter what the cir- 
cumstances, all of the people I have 
talked to expressed a commitment to 
reaching outside the boundaries of 
their local congregations and commu- 
nities to do mission and ministry, and 
in the end, that is what Presbyterians 
Sharing ... is all about.” 

Although not mandatory, all 
congregations are expected to give to 
Presbyterians Sharing ... which sup- 
ports the work of the church through 
things like training leaders, helping 
international partners, growing inno- 


Givings speak for the voiceless in the world. 
BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


vative youth ministries, supporting 
healing and reconciliation ministries, 
and “speaking for the voiceless in our 
country and our world.” Expected 
quotas are assigned depending on the 
congregation’s dollar base, which is 
money raised for all congregational 
purposes in a given year, minus funds 
collected for Presbyterians Sharing and 
other mission givings, as well as mon- 
ey used for debt repayment. A formula, 
on a graduated scale, is then applied to 
the resulting dollar base. The amount 
is approved (and possibly changed) 
by the congregation and presbytery 
before being accepted. m —AM 
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Leaders’ Tour Begins 


AN ABORIGINAL and church leaders’ 
tour is scheduled for March 1-10, 
and will give participants a chance to 
visit community programs, and meet 
with media, local government, church 
and first nations representatives along 
the way. 

“T hope we'll get a deeper apprecia- 
tion of the schools and really under- 
stand why they left a legacy that con- 
tinues to have an impact on the aborig- 
inal community today,” said Lori Ran- 
som, the Presbyterian Church’s healing 
and reconciliation animator. 

Rev. Dr. Hans Kouwenberg, Mod- 
erator of the 2007 General Assembly, 
along with Ransom, will represent 
the PCC on the tour which will stop 
in Ottawa, Vancouver, Saskatoon and 
Winnipeg. Full details are not yet final- 
ized, but information on how Presby- 
terians can get involved will be distrib- 
uted to local congregations through 
their presbyteries. They can also visit 
www.rememberingthechildren.ca 
to follow the tour as it travels. The 
national website—www.presbyterian. 
ca—will also carry updates. 

March 3rd is the official launch of 
the tour in Ottawa and will be hosted 


by the United Church (each of the four 
denominations will take the lead in 
one location). The Presbyterians will 
lead in Winnipeg, where they hope to 
take the tour to Anishinabe and Flora 
House—the church’s aboriginal out- 
reach centres. 

Anglican and Catholic representa- 
tives will also take part, along with the 
National Chief of the Assembly of First 
Nations. The tour is in preparation for 
the federal government’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, a five-year 
endeavour that will provide former 
residential school students with an 
opportunity to share their individual 
experiences. The commission is sup- 
posed to be launched this year, though 
the federal government has not yet 
released a date. 

“I’m really excited about the poten- 
tial for this tour to draw attention to 
the commission,” said Ransom. “This is 
really the first time a major G8 country 
has actually looked at its colonial past 
and reflected as a nation on what the 
consequences were of that past and how 
we can reconcile and overcome those 
consequences. I’m sure we'll all learn 
things we didn’t know before.” @ —AM 


Mission Trips This Year 


DEADLINES ARE APPROACHING for this 

year’s mission trip opportunities, which 

cover a wide range of locations and 

mission work. Confirmed trips are: 

¢ XVII International AIDS Conference 
and Ecumenical Pre-conference in 
Mexico City, Mexico, July 30-August 9, 
adults and youth 

¢ Guatemala Missions and Ministries, 
May 5-15, members of the BC 
Synod and Synodical 

¢ World Council of Churches Ecumen- 
ical Accompaniment Program in 
Palestine and Israel, 3-month place- 
ment any time, 25 years or older 


e Youth in Mission India (June 20- 
July 6); Taiwan (June 26-July 12); 
Louisiana (May 23-June 1); Prince 
Rupert and Vancouver (2 weeks in 
August TBA); Peace River Presbytery 
(July 25-August 23) 

Presbyterians can also listen to Mary 
Helen Garvin (missionary to Church of 
Central Africa Presbyterian in Malawi) 
who is speaking in British Columbia and 
Edmonton between March 1 and 9. 

For applications and more informa- 
tion, including costs, go to www.pres- 
byterian.ca/experiencemission/trips. 
mw -AM 


| could hear the 
sound of happy 
VOICES when Brian, the 


computer supervisor, picked up the 
phone at Flora House. It was -30° 
and the computer club had just 
started. With 6 computers and a 
group of 10-15 kids, 
Brian was a busy 
man. Each preteen 
has an hour on the 
computer to com- , 
pletea computer gt ~ 
activity, do school 

assignments or Wi C M 
access the internet. “What happens 
if there is no computer available?” 

| asked. “Well, said Brian, “the kids 
play games and draw, but | would 
really like to augment the program 
by teaching how computers 
function.” “What would that 
cost?” | asked. Brian did some 
math. “Well,” he said, “we already 
run the program for about 66¢ per 
child per evening. If we had any 
additional funds, we could really 
expand the program.” 


Can you help? Your donation 
of $60 would help make this 
happen at Flora House. 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 
Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 


P.O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipey, iB R3C 4A7 


Flora House 204-586-5494 


Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 
204-942-8682 
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The Helping Team 


A new resource connects people, places and programs. 
BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


ANEW DEPARTMENT has been launched 
at national offices, designed to quickly 
and easily provide resources and lead- 
ership, answer questions, and other- 
wise aid congregations and individuals 
in their work. Dubbed The Vine Help- 
line: Connecting People, Places and 
Programs, the department was officially 
launched in mid-January, and uses 
volunteers, national staff, and resource 
people stationed across Canada. 

“T think people sensed the need to 
do something different, but they didn’t 
see a clear way to do it,” said Dorothy 
Henderson, Vine’s team leader, talking 
about the history of Vine’s creation. 
“This is one way to think outside the 
box. It gives the church a chance to 
do something different, and I hope it 
gives others the courage to change.” 

Henderson describes Vine as 
“providing another avenue into the 
national office, where people will 
find friendly, prompt, helpful service, 
with trained volunteers who are like a 
friendly, open church secretary.” 
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It is hoped that the 20 volunteers 
will be able to field 50 per cent of calls 
coming into the church, with the other 
half referred to staff members, freeing 
up staff to do more resource develop- 
ment work. Web communication is 
also expected to grow and be a main 
source for acquiring resources. 


“This is one way to think outside 
the box. It gives the churcha 
chance to do something different” 


Volunteers are overseen by David 
Phillips, who will be familiar to Pres- 
byterians as the individual who helped 
congregations enact the Leading with 
Care policy. Along with Phillips and 
Henderson, other staff include Matt 
Donnelly, information manager; Grace- 
ann McIntyre, finances and resource 
support; and Joro Lee, resource support 
as well as design and promotions. 

Henderson hopes to also have up 
to 100 leaders stationed across the 
country who can be called by congre- 


gations, presbyteries and synods 
for workshops, resources, and other 
assistance. They will work with (and 
include) regional staff who are already 
in place, and will be organized by 
region and area of expertise. She also 
hopes Vine will become an important 
resource for laity, equipping them to 
lead, and freeing clergy from the need 
to be “all things to all people.” 

The idea for Vine has been perco- 
lating since 1989 at the national level, 
since 1991 at General Assembly, and 
later in 1995-6 within the Life and 
Mission Agency, when calls came for less 
hierarchy, clearer communication, and 
more availability of staff at the national 
level. In 2007, as the LMA informally 
discussed how communication across 
the entire church could be improved, 
numerous staff changes at national 
offices became a catalyst for action. 

“There have been people who have 
been restless for change for a long 
time,” said Henderson. “We’re trying 
to create a climate where people can 
do their best work. It’s a tough time 
to be a local church. They need all the 
support they can get.” 

The Vine Helpline will be evalu- 
ated in two years’ time by an advisory 
committee, who will then report to 
the LMA. To access The Vine Helpline, 
call 1-866-642-2830. m —AM 
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NEWS 


A Rare Opportunity 


Project Ploughshares intern learns to make a difference. 


ADAM PARSONS WAS THE 2007 recip- 
ient of the peace and human secu- 
rity internship program with Project 
Ploughshares, an ecumenical peace 
centre of the Canadian Council of 
Churches and sponsored by the Pres- 
byterian Church. A member of Gale, 
Elmira, Ont., Parsons was completing 
his Masters degree in international 
relations when he heard of the oppor- 
tunity, and contacted Ploughshares 
immediately to find out more. 

“IT know many students who are 
trying to get on with this type of orga- 
nization, and it’s incredibly difficult 
to do,” Parsons told the Record. “And 
they’ve given me an amazing amount 
of responsibility.” 

After immersing himself for the first 
two weeks in Ploughshares’ resources 
and materials which informed him of 
the extensive and complicated work 
the agency does, Parsons was given 
“complete ownership” of a _ writing 
project that reports on the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, 


WMS Cuts 
Back 


THE WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
has decided to cut back its grant to 
regional staff beginning in 2009. The 
yearly grant will be $200,000, repre- 
senting a 50 per cent cut in funds. The 
change is mainly due to decreased 


givings resulting from dwindling 
membe. ship. 
“Our financial situation has 


changed, and the nature of WMS- 
related work with regional staff has 
changed,” said Rev. Sarah Kim, the 
WMS’ executive director. “And we 


and is working on the preparations 
related to the conference where the 
paper will be presented. He has also been 
studying and reporting on Canada’s obli- 
gations to the UN’s program of action 
on small arms and light weapons. 

“When I came into this | wondered, 
do organizations like Ploughshares 
really make a difference? And I’ve 
found out that yes, they do,” said 
Parsons. “They consult with govern- 
ment, and have a direct influence on 
public policy, and are great at commu- 
nity outreach and education. They 
make a considerable contribution to 
Canadian society.” 

Upon finishing—his placement 
ends in May—Parsons hopes to find a 
job with an GO that deals with peace 
and conflict studies. 

Applications are now being 
accepted for the 2008 internship 
which begins in September and is 
located in Waterloo, Ont. It will be the 
second internship in a series of three. 
The series is made possible through 


have decided that we have to decrease 
the amount we contribute.” 

The WMS first decided to cover 
half of the regional staffing costs (see 
article on page 23) back in 1992, when 
area education consultants (who were 
employees of the WMS) combined 
with other synod staff to form the 
current regional staffing model. 

Givings from WMS presbyterials in 
recent years have falled steadily to just 
below an annual average of $700,000. 
A grant of $400,000 for regional staff 
is decreasingly viable given the WMS’s 
other commitments. 

“We had a bigger budget then,” 
said Kim. “In some areas, members 
are increasing, but mostly, there is a 
decrease. And each year, bit by bit, 


undesignated bequests to the PCC. 
Applicants must be university gradu- 
ates, and members or adherents of the 
PCC. The deadline for applications is 
May 16, and the eight-month term 
provides a $1,400 monthly stipend. 
For more details, contact Stephen 
Allen at Justice Ministries at (416) 
441-1111 x256 or sallen@presbyterian. 
ca. Visit www.ploughshares.ca to learn 
more about Project Ploughshares. 
Parsons said he would be happy to 
talk about his experiences with intern- 
ship hopefuls. He can be reached at 
aparsons@ploughshares.ca. m-AM 


there is a decrease in givings. 

_ During the «sixsvyears,s lve been 
here, there’s been about a $150,000 
decrease.” 

The decision will go to the General 
Assembly this June, which marks the 
end of a five-year commitment the 
WMS made to fund regional staff 
at the 1992 rate. The WMS and the 
Life and Mission Agency (which also 
funds regional staff) hired a consul- 
tant to review the regional staffing 
model, and both groups are waiting 
for the consultant’s report before 
sharing other recommendations they 
will bring to the assembly. The WMS 
has about 300 groups and approxi- 
mately 5,400 members across the 
country. @-AM 
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NEWS 


A Life of Ministr 


John Johnston served God in God's world. 


Presbyterian Museum 


THE INDEFATIGABLE Rev. Dr. John John- 
ston died on January 10, seven weeks 
after suffering major injuries in a vehicle 
accident. He was 80. About 1,000 people 
attended his memorial service a week 
later at McNab, Hamilton, Ont. 

At that service, his son, Rev. Dr. 
Andrew Johnston, minister at St. 
Andrew’s, Ottawa, said, “Ministry was 
[my father’s] life, and a great strength 
of his ministry was his personal faith 
communicated personally. 

“As a Christian, his first priority was 
Christian community. This is where he 
began. But from the church he went out 
to serve God in God’s world. 

“He was the old stock Canadian who 
embraced the newest of Canadians, the 
citizen of North America who took up the 


Guildwood 


GUILDWOOD COMMUNITY Presbyte- 
rian Church, Toronto, has had protes- 
tors walking its front lawn thanks to 
a 20-year lease agreement with Bell 
Mobility that will see a 10-storey relay 
signal tower erected on the church’s 
property. Residents are worried about 
electromagnetic signals emitted from 
the tower, which will be in the middle 
of a residential neighbourhood. 

“T would have liked more commu- 
nity consultation with the church and 
with Bell,” said local city councilor 
Paul Ainslie. “But I can see that when 
churches are trying to look for funds, 
it’s hard to say no when an offer like 
this is made. I can understand their 
position.” 

A public meeting was held in 
December to discuss the issue, and 
another meeting, with representatives 
from Guildwood, the City of Toronto, 
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causes of Palestinian and Sudanese, the 
traditional Presbyterian who understood 
that the Church of Christ was much 
larger and for many years served as presi- 
dent of Hamilton Council of Churches.” 

John Johnston founded churches in 
Prince George, B.C., Ottawa and Nigeria. 
He was a driving force behind the Pres- 
byterian Archives and the National 
Presbyterian Museum, both of which he 
served tirelessly, even taking calls for the 
museum from his bed in his last week. 
While a minister at McNab, Hamilton for 
three decades he also served on various 
community boards and committees. 

Donations in remembrance of 
Johnston can be made to the Leprosy 
Mission and the National Presbyterian 
Museum. @ 


Deal Causes Concern 


Bell, Health Canada and Industry 
Canada, is being planned, though 
details were not yet finalized when the 
Record went to press. 

Residents were informed of the 
plans last November, and protested 
in front of Guildwood just two weeks 
later. However, the community likely 
has little leverage in this case, as it is 
up to Industry Canada to decide on 
the tower’s placement. 

Jason Laszlo, associate director 
of media relations at Bell Canada, 
said the process complies with 
Industry Canada’s 2008 guidelines 
for informing communities about 
new building sites. He also noted that 
as many as 80 per cent of Toronto- 
nians own a wireless phone, and that 
demands for better wireless service 
in the Guildwood area prompted the 
plans for the new tower. 


Les Fincham, co-convener of 
Guildwood’s finance and maintenance 
committee, helped draft an informa- 
tion document for the congregation. 
It notes that Bell must adhere to 
Health Canada and Industry Canada 
regulations regarding signal towers. 

“The church and its congrega- 
tion are part of the community too 
and we would not knowingly put 
either church staff or the members of 
our congregations in a dangerous or 
compromising position,” states the 
document. 

All money received through the 
lease agreement will be dedicated to 
Guildwood’s mission and outreach 
program. 

“It’s a very amicable community, 
and it’s unfortunate that this issue 
is putting members at odds,” said 
Ainslie. s-AM 
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NEWS 


Sealing a Moment in Time 


WORSHIP MATERIALS from 190 congre- 
gations from every province in Canada 
will now be sealed in the Presbyterian 
Church’s national archives for 50 
years, preserving a “moment in time” 
for the future church. 

“T hope this will be a valuable mine 
of information to tell people how we 
in the Presbyterian Church in Canada 
worshipped right now,” said Rev. Dr. 


Rennie is surprised and pleased 
with the response, hoping the 
materials will also give a sense 
of the church’s social concern 


Fred Rennie, the man who devised the 
Moment in Time project, and secre- 
tary of the Experimental Fund, which 
funded it. PCC archivists Kim Arnold 
and Bob Anger helped administer the 
project. 

Rennie is surprised and pleased 
with the response, and said he hopes 
the materials will also give a sense of 
the church’s social concern; whether 
congregations looked outward to help 
others, or were content with worrying 
about their own four walls. “It’s also 
nice to look back and see what the 
preachers were preaching!” 


World Vision’s founder, Bob 
Pierce, wrote those words on 
the flyleaf of his Bible almost 


60 years ago. 


It was during the Korean War, and 

he was deeply moved by the suffering 

of the children he saw around him. 
Back home, he couldn’t forget the children. Motivated by Jesus’ 
compassion toward them, he began recruiting friends to help. 
That’s how World Vision was born. Today, for about a dollar a day, 
you can be a part of this great undertaking by helping to bring a 
needy child nourishing food, life-giving medicine, fresh, disease- 
free water and education for a future bright with promise. When 
you return this form, we'll rush you a sponsorship kit complete 


with your child’s photo and information. 


Congregations submitted orders of 
service, church newsletters, sermons, 
congregation demographics, annual 
reports, music and hymns, photo- 
graphs, bulletins, and videotapes of 
Sunday services. 

Rennie hopes the project will 
also. have taught congregations 
how important it is to “acquire and 
preserve” their records—something 


Rev Dr. Fred Rennie an 


before the: 


the archives has urged at the last 
few General Assemblies. Transferring 
records to microfilm, which can be 
done by the archives with the origi- 
nals returned to the congregation, is 
the method of choice. 

Though the project has officially 
ended, congregations can still submit 
materials and they will be added to the 
collection. s-AM 


living in: LJ Africa Asia [ 


Send my child’s photo right away. 
Latin America 
Ol can’t sponsor a child right now but here's a special gift of $ 


Please sponsor a child, 
mail this form today. 


film ip al li 


| prefer to sponsor a: L] Boy LI Girl 
wherever the need is greatest 


to help. soi! 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 
( ) 


PROV POSTAL CODE 


PHONE 


O Bill my $35 monthly sponsorship payment to my: Clvisa Om 


E-MAIL 


0 AMEX 


l 


CARD NO. 


EXP. DATE 


SIGNATURE 
Mail today to: 


World Vision PO. Box 2500, Mississauga ON LSM 3H2 


3731361/40501 


World Vision 


World Vision is a Christian relief, development and advocacy organization dedicated to working with children, families and 


communities to overcome poverty and injustice.As followers of Jesus, we are motivated by God's love to serve all people 


regardless of race, religion, gender or ethnicity. 


] 
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WORLD EWS 
IN BRIEF 


Year of Paul 

ENI—Turkey’s small Roman Catholic 
community hopes to mark the 2,000th 
anniversary of the birth of Paul of Tarsus 


by reopening a church at his birthplace. 


They also hope to improve the status of the 
country’s Christian minorities. 

“This anniversary is certain to attract 
large numbers of pilgrims, who will 
obviously need a church where they can feel 
at home and pray,” Bishop Luigi Padovese 
said.’The local authorities are aware of their 
town's significance for Christians and proud 


that one of its citizens was once a key figure. 


On the other hand, they aren't prepared for 
an increase of religious tourism with its 
special requirements,” said the 60-year-old 
Franciscan bishop who belongs to a seven- 
member bishops’ conference that includes 
leaders of Turkey's Armenian, Syriac and 
Chaldean Catholic communities. 

Pope Benedict XVI has declared 2008 
the Year of St. Paul. 

Most of Turkey’s 71 million inhabitants 
are Sunni Muslims. 


Mixed-up Confusion 


ENI—A proposal to make religion a required 
subject in the first seven years of school has 
triggered severe criticism from religious 
and secular quarters in Bulgaria—officially 
atheist in the years of communist rule but 
in which most of the 7.7 million population 
profess allegiance to the orthodox church. 
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The proposal focuses on educating 
children about religions rather than instruc- 
tion in a single faith. It proposes teaching 
children about ethical issues including 
cloning and abortion. 

The Bulgarian Orthodox Church's 
position is that children of Orthodox 
families should study Orthodox Christia- 
nity, children of Muslims should study Islam 
and children of atheists should be able to 
study a subject of the kind proposed by the 
public council which he called “a mixed-up 
history of religions.” 

Psychologists and parents’ associations 
rejected the proposals, while a sociology 
professor said there was no point in the 
proposal because only 25 per cent of Bulga- 
rians were believers. 


Urging Peace 

ENI—WCC general secretary Rev. Samuel 
Kobia, a Kenyan, said in January he hoped 
Kenya “will overcome the _ prevailing 
situation and that the churches will play an 
important part in speeding up that time.” 

Both global and Kenyan religious 
leaders have been pressing incumbent 
President Mwai Kibaki, leader of the Party 
of National Unity, who was declared the 
winner in the December elections, and 
Raila Odinga, of the Orange Democratic 
Movement, who says the election was 
rigged, to settle their dispute. 

Former United Nations Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan, who is helping to 
mediate in the dispute, opened talks 
between the two sides on January 29. 

Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, visited the 
country soon after the elections and met 
leaders from both sides at the behest of 
the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of 
Churches in an effort to mediate. 


Drunken Media 


ENI—Lithuanian bishops are clashing with 
the country’s media mavens over their 
support of laws restricting advertisements 
for alcoholic beverages. 

Business and media groups, bishops’ 
claim, had “decided to encourage social 
destruction and instigate public hounding 
of politicians” due to an anticipated fall in 
profits triggered by new laws which put 


constraints on liquor advertisements. 

After the laws took effect in January, 
some television channels cancelled highly 
popular live basketball broadcasts, claiming 
thatthe law forbids showing players wearing 
T-shirts with drink producers’ logos. 

Recent statistics show that the produc- 
tion of the alcoholic beverage cider, 
consumed mainly by young people, has 
increased by 250 per cent over five years. 
Also, over the same period, the number of 
alcohol poisoning cases among the young 
has increased 15 times. The average age 
when young people first begin indulging 
in alcohol has slipped from 14 to 11 years. 


Eat, Pray 


ENI—International organizations represen- 
ting young people from all main Christian 
traditions say they are anguished at not 
being able to share in the Lord’s Supper 
together. 

“Many of us feel pain when we are not 
able to celebrate the Eucharist together 
and be united at the Lord's Table,” the 
groups said in a joint statement to mark the 
100th anniversary of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity in January. The message was 
sent to the heads of the Roman Catholic 
Church, the World Council of Churches, 
Christian World Communions and Regional 
Ecumenical Organizations. 

The youth groups said in theirstatement 
they wanted to encourage young people 
worldwide to express Christian unity at 
local and national levels. 


Rich with oil, but poverty high 
ENI—Church leaders in Nigeria say urgent 
government action is needed to tackle 
poverty in the West African nation that was 
ranked 158th out of 177 countries in the 
human development index of the United 
Nations Development Programme. 

“Nigeria is blessed with abundant oil 
wealth, but her people are suffering in 
the midst of plenty,” the Anglican bishop 
of Nigeria’s commercial capital of Lagos, 
Adebayo Akinde, said in an interview. 

Statistics from the Central Bank of 
Nigeria indicate that about 54 percent 
of the nation’s 140 million people live in 
poverty, many living on less than one US 
dollara day. @ 
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Teen Pregnancy 


Thing 


Juno provides an opportunity 
to grind axes. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


uno is a well-made movie; it is modest, with a 
strong script, great dialogue, charming perfor- 
mances from charming actors and a great indie 
oundtrack. The movie is set in some ideal world, 
where love reigns and hope prevails. When the title 
character, a teenage girl, gets pregnant, her parents 
are supportive, her boyfriend waits on her and her friends 
rally around her. She gets a few dirty stares but the movie has 
no interest in the politics of teen pregnancy. It’s a quiet story 
of a remarkable girl going through an extraordinary year. 

But that hasn’t kept the usual opportunists from 
bending this movie to their ideology. A columnist on chris- 
tianpost.com states it plainly: “This indie hit provides plenty 
of openings for talking about values and choices and rela- 
tionships.” She also writes, “Yet rather than choosing abor- 
tion for a quick and private solution to her unwanted preg- 
nancy, Juno ... chooses to take the messy situation and do 
what she can to redeem it.” 

A regular columnist on bpnews.net notches this up 
a little more. He acknowledges the movie is offensive, 
should have an R-rating and all that, but finds in it some 
redeeming qualities: “Movies aimed at teens tend to focus 
on being hip, irreverent or borderline pornographic. Most 
totally ignore the subject of responsibility. I am not sure 
if the filmmakers intended Juno to have such a thought- 
provoking message ... Whatever the case, the message of 
responsibility is present—and the majority of teens that 
will see Juno desperately need it.” 

I don’t need to tell you this columnist is an older white 
male—you can spot that in his condescending tone. And 
that authoritative voice deems the movie has “a subtle but 
strong pro-life message of responsibility.” 

A commentator on philcooke.com adds, “Christians 
should have made this movie. It’s interesting to note that 
two of the funniest (and best) movies [of 2007 were] Juno 
and Knocked Up. Neither were ‘Christian’ movies by any 
stretch, but both promoted (in a Hollywood style) a pro- 
life message. Once again, the Christian creative commu- 
nity has now fallen a step behind in producing content 
that promotes the values we stand for (as followers of 
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Jesus) without coming off as cheesy, churchy, or irrelevant. 
Perhaps our picketing and right-wing political agendas 
aren’t the best way ...” 

Christianity Today adds its own coda to the discussion: 
“Also, itis worth noting that, when all is said and done, neither 
Juno nor her child end up in a traditional family, as such. 
But in a way, that just underscores the film’s implicit pro-life 
sensibility. Life is life, and deserves to be nurtured, even—if 
not especially—when everything around it is broken.” 

Not to be outdone, pro-choicers are claiming Juno for their 
side: A columnist for Slate.com puts it this way: “[Juno] isn’t 
moved by thoughts of the embryo’s hallowed rights, however, 
but by a sense of her own autonomy. And for her, that doesn’t 
mean a right to privacy, or to protect her body (“a fat suit I 
can’t take off,” she calls it at one point). Juno is driven by the 
chance to make her own unconventional choice. [Her parents] 
emerge as people who respect, and would do anything to 
support, their independent-minded kid.” 

So, how can the same movie be two opposite things at 
the same time? Well, it can’t really—but, it’s charm and 
success give wags permission to grind their own axes. And, 
this is the nature of our modern-day rhetoric: it’s all about 
the message track. The truth—whatever that might be—is 
not as important as the spin. And that’s all this is: its spin. 
But, it’s not spin to promote the movie; on the contrary, it’s 
spin that uses the movie to promote one’s own ideology. 

So, the last word here should come from those closest to 
Juno’s age. They can be found on christianteenforums.com. 
Two comments leapt out at me: “I thought it was a cute 
movie. It was good overall except for the promoting teen 
pregnancy thing.” 

And—to prove that moral choices are complicated: 
“T hated it. Good thing I downloaded it, ‘cause it would 
have sucked to actually have to pay to see that.” 
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For churches there is no growth without change, 
no change without conflict. BY JOHN-PETER SMIT 


ILLUSTRATION BY MICHELLE THOMPSON 


pretty sure what we’re doing isn’t it.” These are 

two of the three concerns I heard repeatedly while 

doing a congregational visit where I met with every 
member one-on-one. (It was a very small congregation and 
that was possible.) The third, however, was the punchline: 
“And, I’m the only one who feels that way.” 

As I reflected on this, I realized how often I have heard 
this articulated. In fact, I believe someone has expressed 
versions of these three concerns in every congregation I 
have visited. And I have visited a lot of congregations: I 
am the Congregational Development Consultant for the 
Synod of Central, Northeastern Ontario and Bermuda. 
I am (along with my fellow regional staff across the 
country) “on call” to congregations and presbyteries for all 
manner of things. We have explored stewardship, hospi- 
tality, change, stability and almost anything else you can 
imagine. I have also had the rare and precious experience 
of being with different congregations on a weekly basis. I 
meet with members, I meet in worship. I teach and train 
different groups and through all of this I get a snapshot 
of the denomination (or, at least my synod’s corner of it) 
that most do not get to see. Yes, there are congregations 
and individuals making a real difference for the Kingdom 
of Heaven but, this mantra—that God does have a plan for 


4 am sure God has a plan for my church. And, I’m 
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us (the denomination, or each of its individual churches), 
that we’re not fulfilling the plan, and that we are alone in 
our struggles—may well be the prevalent theme. 


WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? 
We have become obsessed with numbers: numbers of people 
and numbers of dollars. | am regularly asked to work with 
congregations to develop a viability plan. Usually, this is 
code for “how can we get enough people to pay our bills 
and keep our doors open.” Clearly money and numbers of 
people are not unimportant, but when we become preoc- 
cupied only with these numbers, we tend to view guests 
only as sources of revenue and sources of energy to do the 
tasks we are tired of doing. In other words we are more 
concerned with what others can do for us than what we 
(as Christians) can do for others. The most extreme version 
of this was the congregation that spoke of newcomers as 
“potential giving units.” (As in, “we only need 10 more 
‘potential giving units’ to meet our budget this year.”) With 
this perspective, attending worship becomes more like a 
timeshare presentation for a guest than an encounter with 
a caring Christian community. 

Recently, one of the largest churches in my commu- 
nity (not Presbyterian) publicly repented of its conduct in 
focussing exclusively on numeric growth. The members > 
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realized that growth, whether numerically or financially 
is not an appropriate Christian goal. In the Presbyterian 
Church, our most unfortunate action in this regard was our 
decision to “double in the 80s.” Not only didn’t it work, it 
couldn’t work and it shouldn’t have worked. Numeric and 
financial growth can never be more than the by-product or 
result of obedience and health. 

Congregations are increasingly anxious about their 
future; this is understandable. It is very difficult to see 
beyond declining membership and a deficit bank account. 
Often we deal with this anxiety by getting caught up in 
the “if only we had the right ... something” conversa- 
tion. “If only we had the right minister or the right loca- 
tion or the right musician or the 
tight worship style or the right 
theology then everything would 
be right.” This is a dangerous 
road to travel: It seeks simplistic 
solutions to complex issues. The 
world is very different than it was 
even 20 years ago. Demographics 
have changed, we are all older, 
society has changed, the baby 
boom is over and stores are open 
Sundays—just to name a few 
things that make understanding 
the Church much more complex 
than we often assume. It is unre- 
alistic to believe that changing 
only one factor (like the minister) 
will adequately answer a compli- 
cated question. 

As we further consider this anxiety, however, it is a 
little harder to comprehend why we squander the oppor- 
tunities we do have. Treating guests as sources of revenue 
or fresh blood is inappropriate. Treating guests rudely is 
even worse. Yet, I have heard too many stories of people 
who were ignored or even snubbed when first attending a 
new church. Interestingly this also includes those whom, 
having been heavily involved in their own church, moved 
to another community, and were treated so poorly by the 
churches they visited that they chose to stop worship- 
ping altogether. Occasionally a guest is smothered with 
attention—like the friend who, on his first visit to another 
congregation, was asked to serve on the board of managers. 
This is also inappropriate; however, more often newcomers 
are ignored all together. 

Most ministers are familiar with the truism that “most 
congregations consider themselves friendly but in reality 
are friendly only to each other.” I’m realizing even this isn’t 
true. I recently heard that the longer a person attends a 
church, the less likely it is someone will call if they suddenly 
stop. I also know many who have gone through traumatic 
life changes (divorce, job loss, widowhood) and no other 
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“We are more concerned with 
what others can do for us than 
what we (as Christians) can 
do for others. The most 
extreme version of this was 
the congregation that 
spoke of newcomers as 
“potential giving units” 


member of the church acknowledged it. 

It is very difficult to overcome a survival mentality. It is 
also harder to change course the closer we are to the rocks. 
However, if we are honest about many of our bad habits, 
at the very least we need to ask ourselves whether worry, 
anxiety, a preoccupation with numbers or ignoring guests 
and fellow members are effective outreach strategies. 


WHAT IS THE PLAN? 

If these factors cause the disquiet felt in our congregations, 
the next question must surely be, what is God’s plan for our 
congregation? 

I am regularly asked to come and lead visioning work- 
shops for congregations. I have 
managed to avoid almost all these 
requests, not because lam opposed 
to doing them but because they 
almost never seem to work. Some- 
times the act of crafting a vision is 
more important than enacting it. 
Other times we believe that if we 
apply a business model, we will 
get business results. 

I was preaching at a small 
congregation; small enough that 
they couldn’t afford a minister. 
After the service, a woman came 
up to me, shook my hand and 
said, “We need you to come be 
our minister, we need you to wake 
us up.” As I considered her words, 
I realized that this may be the real 
issue and not a lack of planning or vision. 

Throughout the synod, I have had many different expe- 
riences of work and worship in many different congrega- 
tions. I have experienced utterly contemporary worship, 
completely traditional worship and everything in between. 
I have listened to beautifully crafted sermons and wonder- 
fully inspirational music. Worship has been theologically 
correct and presented decently and in good order. Rarely has 
it been passionate or exciting or challenging. Our worship 
tends to be heavy on the comfort of God’s word and light 
on the demands. 

I am reminded of the words of the preacher Erwin 
McManus who maintains that as Christians we shouldn’t 
have to worry about going out to evangelize, we should 
simply live Christian lives that are interesting and exciting 
enough to attract others to the Gospel. He makes the point 
that most of our lives are too boring to draw others to 
Christ. (And yes, I include myself in that observation.) Like- 
wise, we must wake people up in worship, wake them (and 
ourselves) up to a new life in Jesus Christ. 

We don’t need new plans. The Bible is very clear about 
what we need to be about. Our best starting point is simply 
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2. That we can have change without 


to do what the Gospel demands. This is, 
however, easier said than done, for nothing 


cost, we need to keep in mind the two great 

myths of the church: 

1 That we can have growth without 
change, and 


conflict. 


Somehow we have come to believe that 
we can move forward without moving or 
that we can change without changing. This 
is not possible. Somehow we have also come 
to understand that if we just believe the right 
things or have the right kind of worship or the 
right kind of programs then our churches will 
turn around and we will stop our decline. There 
is no silver bullet. There is no easy answer. 
That does not mean that God is done with 
us. It does, however, call for a different under- 
standing of what it means to be the Church. 

As we consider what it means to be 
passionate and awake about our faith, an 
important observation is found in the cliché, 
“If you’re gonna sell soap, you’ve got to take 
a bath.” We are not primarily in the business 
of building the Presbyterian Church; we are 
sharing what Jesus has done in our own lives. 
If we have no story to tell, if Jesus has not 
changed our lives, then it is next to impossible 
for him to change the lives of others through 
us. We need to be aware of and open to Christ’s 
work in our hearts and we need to be willing to share this. 
In other words, as Christians and as the Church, we exist for 
the sake of the world; the world does not exist for us. 

We must also realize that God blesses the prepared. It 
is only as we are willing to prepare ourselves, in prayer, in 
knowledge of God’s word, in obedience and even in atti- 
tude that we will be able to expect that God will entrust us 
with the mission that needs to be fulfilled. As someone who 
follows the Prince of Peace, it is difficult for me to use mili- 
tary analogies to describe our relationship to the Kingdom. 
Still, the truth remains that we are people under orders and 
we have a mission to undertake. We need to understand 
that the mission is more important than the soldier and 
that we are assigned the mission only if we are useful and 
can make a difference. 

We are going to die anyway. The Presbyterian Church 
in Canada may be here in a hundred years but we will not. 
Our question then is not “will we die?” it is “how will we 
die?” And more importantly, “how will we live?” 

As a denomination we have found ourselves a survival 
mentality. At the very least, we need to acknowledge that 


surviving is not living and there are worse things than 
dying. If we are willing to let go of our need to survive, then 
we might find new life after all. This is certainly what Jesus 
suggests we do when He says, “If anyone would come after 
me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and 
follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for me will save it. What good is it for 
a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his 
very self?” (Luke 9:23-25) 


AMI THE ONLY ONE? 
The final part of the mantra stated, “I’m the only one that 
feels that way.” Many people feel isolated in their own 
congregations. As I have already mentioned, some are 
isolated because of their own unmet needs: the widow that 
the people stop calling or the members who feel they have 
to leave the church because of a lost job or a divorce. These 
are the people we must minister to. Too often we ask people 
to fix themselves before they can come to church. Jesus 
taught that the opposite is true in Mark 2:16-18. 

Another group of lonely and isolated Christians are > 
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also those who truly desire to make a difference but are 

overwhelmed by exhaustion, indifference or an inability to 

move the church forward. I can’t list all the concerns I have 

heard so let me give four. 

e The man who has had a profound life-changing experi- 
ence of Jesus and can find no one to share it with. 

e The woman who just wishes there could be a little 
more variety and joy in the music and worship. 

e The minister who feels the pressure of building the 
congregation without changing anything. 

e The family who want to serve Jesus and their church 
but are not welcome to do anything but menial tasks. 


Sadly, it is often the people with the quietest voices or 
the least power who feel this way the most. As I have trav- 
elled and spoken with people throughout the synod, there 
is a great desire for things to be different and a great uncer- 
tainty about how to go about it. These are people who love 
God, who love the Presbyterian Church and are committed 
to the Church, but who feel that they cannot make a differ- 
ence. They want to grow in their faith, they want their 
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chi. ch to be serving the Lord, but they feel 
like they are the only ones. These people 
could be our most precious resource and the 
frustrating part is that we may be preparing 
them to leave, either to a church where they 
can make a difference or nowhere at all. 

Solutions to isolation are not found in the 
business of the Church. These issues will not 
be solved ' » committees, nor can we orga- 
nize ourselves out of them. They are found in 
our willingness to take responsibility for our 
own faith journey and our own community 
of faith. They are also found in the congrega- 
tion’s willingness to be open to the realiza- 
tion that we cannot grow and stay the same. 
We cannot serve God and not let ourselves be changed. 
Things will begin to change when we decide that we need 
to find other Christians who believe as we do and to get 
together. Things will begin to change when we choose to 
pray for our ministers and our elders and our denomina- 
tional leaders and our neighbours who do not yet know 
Jesus and we actually do it. Things will begin to change 
when we choose acts of service and obedience which 
quietly and gently make a difference in the lives of others. 
Things will begin to change when we stop worrying and 
thinking about ourselves and start thinking about others. 
Things will begin to change when we become passionate 
and excited about the work Christ is doing in our midst 
and begin to share it. @ 


Rev. John-Peter Smit is the Congregational Development Consul- 
tant for the Synod of Central, Northeastern Ontario and Bermuda. 
He has served Presbyterian congregations in Canada and the 
United States. John-Peter is married to Tori, a Diaconal Minister 
in the Presbyterian Church. They have two children, Jacob and 
Miriam. He can be reached at johnpetersmit@yahoo.com 
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They're waiting for your call. BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


ho do congregations call when they have 
a problem, need assistance, or are seeking 
information? Regional staff, of course. Highly 
trained and deeply motivated, the 14 regional staff across 
the country encounter little they aren’t capable of tack- 
ling. “I offer support, workshops, resource material and 
consultations among congregations and presbyteries 
in matters such as strategic planning, natural church 
development, elders, congregational and pastoral care, 


conflict resolution, evangelism and mission outreach, 
and session and presbytery retreats,” said Wayne Stretch, 
regional minister with the Synod of B.C. “I also support 
and encourage new church development and renewing 
church strategies, and offer pastoral care and support 
to clergy and other church professionals within the 
synod.” 

Though individual portfolios vary, regional staff—who 
are hired and fully supervised by synods—do all this »> 
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“| think the synods wanted 
to have more say, and they 
wanted to experiment with 
them reaching into different 
ministry areas” 


plus support work with children and 
youth, help out with general Chris- 
tian education (including mission 
education) and assist with camping 
ministries. 

“T felt called to youth ministry 
long before I knew such a thing 
even existed in our denomination,” 
said Audrey Cameron, currently the 


camping and youth consultant for 
the Synod of the Atlantic Provinces. 
“In the Atlantic Provinces, there were 
not a lot of multi-staffed churches, let 
alone ones that employed someone 
to do only youth. I still cannot get 
my head around the fact that the 
synod took a chance with me. I am 
grateful!” 

Cameron was chosen to be the 
guinea pig in a pilot project agreed 
upon by General Assembly back in 
1986. Her then-titled synod youth 
director position was the catalyst for 
creating regional staff positions as 
they exist today. 

But challenges exist. While the 
Life and Mission Agency and the 
Women’s Mission Society contribute 
much of the budget, if synods decide 
they need more staff than what is 
agreed upon at the national level, 
the synod is responsible for funding 
the extra body. (Staff are allocated by 
the size and number of the churches 
within the synods, not by the size 
of the synods themselves). Further- 
more, geographically large synods 
are often strapped because they 
receive the same travel allocations 
as a synod with congregations very 
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close together. 

And although regional staff have 
been around for more than a decade, 
some congregations still don’t 
know they exist. (All synods have 
regional staff, though Manitoba and 
Northwestern Ontario currently sit 
vacant). 

Kathy Ball, educational minis- 
tries coordinator with the Synod of 
B.C, said her portfolio covers congre- 
gational education as well as WMS 
initiatives, PYPS, and anything else 
that congregations request. 

Ball said she hopes congrega- 
tions know she and other regional 
staff are available for consultation, 
and to serve and support their work. 
“But part of the challenge is that 
people presume we will be too busy 
to work with them so they don’t 
ask,” said Ball. 

Lynda Reid, education consul- 
tant for the Synod of Central, North- 
eastern Ontario & Bermuda for 20 
years, agrees. “As the work of synod 
staff has evolved, I think the majority 
of congregations are now much more 
aware of their workers and how they 
can assist the wider ministry of the 
church. That said, there are excep- 
tions. In a large synod like CNOB 
with more than 280 congregations, 
not all those who need the help of a 
synod staff person get it because they 
don’t know we exist! That is still a 
frustration.” 

Regional staff, in their current 
form, didn’t exist until 1995 when 
General Assembly decided to support 
the new model. Prior to this, various 
national bodies (including the WMS 
and the Atlantic Mission Society) 
employed and directed people to 
handle specific regional tasks. But 
by shifting responsibility to synods, 
staff could set their own directions 
and became tuned into the needs of 
their congregations. 

“I think the synods wanted to 
have more say, and they wanted to 
experiment with them reaching into 
different ministry areas,” said Reid. 
“But it can be difficult because 
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each synod works independently 
and some of the synods have really 
struggled to keep staff in place. 
It also took a long time for some 
synods to decide on their specific 
Heaisrs 

Despite challenges, it’s clear that 
ministers, lay leaders, committee 
workers, and presbyters can benefit 
from regional staff. “I’ve observed 
congregations consistently  strug- 
gling with too few workers and too 
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much to do,” Ball said, when asked 
if she notices any consistent struggles 
among congregations. 

But helping to relieve some of the 
pressure is exactly what regional staff 
can do. 

“It’s great for each synod to 
decide where they need to focus their 
staffing resources,” said Cameron. “It 
makes sense since our synods are so 
different in terms of needs, size and 
resources.” @ 
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Main Street Evans 


St. Paul's, Leaskdale, is eager to please the Lord. BY MARION SCHAFFER PHOTOS BY ANNA LISA SANG 


bout a year ago, a friend of mine took me to see a 
new Presbyterian church built near her home in 
Uxbridge. “You’ve gotta see it!” she said. 

As we drove up Main Street through the village of 
Leaskdale, we passed by the original St. Paul’s church where 
Lucy Maud Montgomery worshipped when her husband was 
the minister many years ago. And then, there it was, the new 
St. Paul’s, not 500 yards further up the very same street. 

It was very impressive. 

I thought, it looks like a recreation centre, or a library, 
or a concert hall—it’s gorgeous! And I was right. We walked 
into the open building and as we looked around it was 
everything I imagined: a recreation centre with a gym, a 
library and a sanctuary with a raised stage large enough for 
a wonderful concert. 

No organ. No altar. 
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State-of-the-art sound system and overhead screen. 

How did this happen?, I wondered. 

My friend and I quickly connected with the associate 
pastor, Liz Honeyford, and when I asked the “how” ques- 
tion, she had one word for me: prayer. And then she went 
on to tell me that this church, which had dwindled to 35 
members, had mushroomed into well over 500 people! 

What are they doing here? I wondered. 

Recently, I drove up to Leaskdale and walked through 
those doors again, on a Sunday morning. 

The parking lot was full and people were spilling out 
of the building after the 9 a.m. service, while others were 
talking over coffee as they stood around in groups in 
the spacious foyer. There were people of all ages: fami- 
lies, teenagers and old folk walking in with canes. I could 
hear jazz (love it!) and when I looked into the sanctuary, 
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I saw messages and reminders about 
church events flashing on the busy 
overhead screen. 

I took my seat with those who 
had come for the 11 o’clock service 
and looked through the bulletin. 

No order of service. No list 
of hymns. Instead, pages about 
St. Paul’s This Week and Gifts of 
Change from PWS&D and other 
church agencies, plus appeals from 
Africycle, Sketch and the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank. 

And then a woman’s face 
appeared on the screen above me 
and she described, with tears in her 


eyes, her experience helping HIV/ 
AIDS victims. And when it was over, 
worship began. 

Honeyford began with announce- 
ments, a call to worship and a gath- 
ering prayer delivered in a gentle, 
low-key fashion and then, with 
Pastor Andrew Allison as lead guitar- 
and-vocals man, we all began to sing. 
And I mean sing. And I mean joy! 
Throughout the whole service, which 
was continuous praise, and prayer, 
and love (dare I say it), seven musi- 
cians worked up there with Allison. 

During the service when Allison 
invited people to come up closer » 
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Presbyterians worshipping at St. Paul’s, Leaskda- 
le, Ont.; Rev. Liz Honeyford, above; Rev. Andrew 
Allison, centre, top. 
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“Evangelism is about telling people about Jesus. It’s not about asking people for money, or handing 
them a tract. We’re about reaching out to people so that they hear what Jesus said” 


to the front, I just had to move from where | had been sitting 
in the back row, as an observer, to be more a part of all that 
freedom in worship, and yes, again I say, all that joy. 

Yes, there was a prayer of confession. 

And yes, the sermon was Bible-based. And made me laugh. 
And allowed me to hear some of Allison’s faith story. And 
touched my heart. I saw in his eyes vulnerability expressed 
with humility, and his compassion for all who were there. 

What I experienced included a relevant openhearted 
message and the sharing of personal journeys of faith from 
many who were present all wrapped up in an atmosphere of 
welcoming acceptance. 

It did not feel like a show or a rock concert; there was no 
applause. Most of the time Allison, and the others leading 
in worship, sang with their eyes averted, or closed, and I 
knew that they were praying with us, not getting between 
us and the Lord. I felt a strong connection and empathy 
with everyone in that holy space and yet, somehow, I felt 
alone with the Lord and very much at peace. 

Near the end of his sermon Allsion asked, “Stand if you 
are grateful to God for doing something unexpected in your 
life which cannot be called a coincidence.” I stood with many 
others. And later he said, “If you need healing of any kind 
come forward at the end of worship.” Several people did. 

The service closed with a benediction and then those 
who felt the need of healing or private prayer stayed to be 
ministered to by Honeyford, and Allison, as well as Allison’s 
wife (and mother of their four young boys), Colleen. 

Afterwards I sat with Andrew Allison and asked him all 
my burning questions. “Evangelism,” he told me is “about 
telling people about Jesus. It’s not about asking people for 
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money, or handing them a tract. We’re about reaching out 
to people so that they hear what Jesus said. Repentance is 
also a necessary part of the package. It’s about real life. We 
call it ‘lasagna ministry.’ When people have heard Christ’s 
message and then choose to follow what He taught, what 
we want them to do next is to get into discipleship of some 
sort, discipleship that connects with who they are. 

“The PCC tradition comes from a history of risk-taking, 
of unashamed faith with great expectations. We are building 
on what began long ago.” 

Honeyford added, “The Presbyterian Church was evan- 
gelical in the ’50s. Preachers spoke with fire in their bellies 
and passion in their sermons!” 

Honeyford and Allison admit that demographics are in 
their favour in this suburban community. Younger families 
have come in large numbers to live in the less costly areas 
north of the GTA. The location of this new church was care- 
fully planned. 

But, Allison insists it was more than just location. “All 
this began with a core of seniors who prayed and prayed 
some more, at every opportunity, asking God to show them 
what had to be done. And yes, some people did leave when 
we got our answers.” To which Honeyford adds, “And we 
have prayerfully helped people to find a church that they 
need if it’s not this one!” 

I believe this lasagna ministry is about waiting on the 
Lord and then being willing to take the risk of going wher- 
ever He leads. What a privilege it was to worship with this 
daring, eager-to-please-the-Lord congregation. m 


Rev. Marion Schaffer is a regular contributor to the Record. 


Meet Jesus 


It really is all about the truth of Christ. 


BY ANDREW ALLISON 


e term “church growth” makes 
me queasy, or at least, uneasy, in 
the same way that the term tilt- 

a-whirl makes me queasy at the fall fair 
or the announcement of turbulence 
makes me uneasy at 33,000 feet. I think 
the queasiness generates from the same 
place—I wonder who or what is driving 
this thing. 

What are the motives behind 
church growth? Am I pursuing this to 
lift the name of Jesus higher or am | 
just trying to make a name for myself? 
Is this about Jesus or about me? 

Don’t get me wrong—fundamen- 
tally, I believe churches are supposed 
to grow, and more importantly, God 
wants churches to grow and flourish. 
Jesus wouldn’t have said things like 
“take your light out from underneath 
that basket and let it shine” or “move 
into all the world and make disciples” 
if he was content with a church plan of 
maintenance or gradual decline. 

God wants our churches growing 
and alive. 

In God’s kindness I’ve witnessed this 
first-hand, most recently at St. Paul’s 
church in Leaskdale, Ont. A group of 40 
people in worship in 1995 has grown to 
10 times that and more here in 2008. 

This is part of our story. 

First of all we were, and continue to 
be, committed to introducing people to 
Jesus. We’re moving from talking about 
Him towards experiencing Him. We 
have said from the beginning that you 
can’t give away what you don’t have, so 
a top-shelf value at St. Paul’s is a deep- 
ening relationship with the Risen Jesus. 
Life begins with surrendering my life to 
Jesus and then Him infusing His Life 
into me. Life grows and continues; He 
lives His life in us. 

Early on in our shared experience 
of the life of Christ, we found ourselves 


drawn to pray together regu- 
larly. In fact, we began to 
feel like this might be the 
most important thing we do 
together. There were four of 
us that first Tuesday morning 
at 8:30 sitting nervously on 
the hard oak pews of the 
sanctuary. It wasn’t fancy, 
prayers were often awkward 
and there was lots of silence, 
but we were compelled by our 
own desire to love Jesus better and the 
conviction that our little community 
needed Him far more than they knew. 

Our experience is that God generally 
doesn’t allow praying just to happen for 
the sake of praying. We found that God 
answers! We were praying things like: 
“Let your Kingdom come here on earth 
as it is in Heaven,” and, “Would You 
increase our experience of Your love?” 
and stunningly, God began to answer 
those prayers. 

Only it didn’t happen the way I 
imagined. 

I thought church growth would be 
piles of new people busting through 
the church doors on Sunday mornings. 
I fantasized we would be like a Future 
Shop church where people camp out 
overnight so they can be first through 
the doors in the morning to get the 
latest gizmo. As if! What God did do 
was begin to address some of the goofy 
things in us. Truth broke out in places. 
One of our musicians admitted to a 
drinking problem. As he got honest 
and opened up over time, a number of 
others owned up to addictions. Jesus 
meets them regularly as they gather 
weekly. Others of our people who are 
divorced or are going through divorce 
have met together, with safe and godly 
leadership, to talk about the shame and 
loss they were experiencing. Jesus met 
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“We're moving from talking about Him 
towards experiencing Him” 


them. A group of young moms shared 
a morning a week together, swapping 
birth stories and recipes. One, a Chris- 
tian (my wife) begins to gently invite 
them to church. A number came; 
several met Jesus. 

To my surprise, our Lord has begun 
to address some of the goofy things in 
me, the minister. I had imagined, when 
I came here, that I was going to help 
everyone else and set them straight. 
God urged me to get honest with 
some trustworthy people both inside 
and outside of the church. He began 
to identify things I was carrying that 
are incongruent with His life in me: 
insecurities that I had expended great 
energy trying to conceal, perfectionist 
tendencies, a suffocating competitive- 
ness, fear, the desire for people to like 
me ... the list is considerable. Contrary 
to our protective tendencies (hoping 
that if we hid our junk long enough, 
it would go away) we found that it was 
the truth that set us free. The cross of 
Jesus Christ began to transform lives 
as people owned up to what was really 
going on in their lives. 

That’s when people outside the 
church began to get interested in what 
God was doing in our little church. 


Rev. Andrew Allison is minister at 
St. Paul’s, Leaskdale, Ont. 
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PWS&D Launches the 
Loaves & Fishes Fund 


The Gift of One 
Becomes a Gift for Many 


In Jesus’ hands, five loaves and two 
fish became enough to feed a 
multitude, with plenty of leftovers 
remaining! 

PWS&D has designed the Loaves 
& Fishes Fund so you can be part of 
the ongoing miracle of multiplication 
through your planned gifts. 


How it Works 
When you donate to the Loaves & 
Fishes Fund, one-seventh of your gift 
is used to support the work of 
Presbyterian World Service & 
Development (PWS&D) in the year it 
is given. The rest of your gift is 
invested by the professional fund 
managers for the Trustee Board of 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
Over the next six years, PWS&D 
uses the annual interest earned from 
your investment and a portion of your 
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The official newsletter of 
Presbyterian World Service & Development 
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original gift to support ongoing 
development and relief work. At the 
end of seven years, your entire gift, 
plus all the income and capital gains 
generated by your investment, is used 
for the work of PWS&D. 

Gifts to the Loaves & Fishes Fund 
help PWS&D commit to long-term 
development projects by providing a 
steady income stream over a seven- 
year period. Only undesignated gifts 
may be part of the Fund. 


What Can You Donate? 

You can invest in the Loaves & Fishes 
Fund through a variety of gifting 
vehicles: a bequest through your will, 
the residue remaining in a trust, 
RRSPs and RRIFs, publicly traded 
securities, real estate, life insurance, 
charitable gift annuities, or special 
gifts of cash. We recommend you 


If five loaves and two fish became 
enough to feed a multitude, just 
imagine what your gift of stock, 


land or some other asset could do 
through God’s grace. 


seek professional legal and financial 
advice to determine which method is 
best for you. The Loaves & Fishes 
Fund is a planned giving vehicle and 
does not replace regular donations to 
PWS&D. 


Gifts of Publicly Traded Securities 
Offer an Added Benefit 

Present tax laws stipulate that if you 
sell publicly traded securities—stocks, 
bonds and mutual funds—you are 
taxed on 50% of the capital gains. 
However, if you gift the security 
directly to a charity, you will not pay 
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Loaves & Fishes Fund 


any tax on the capital gains. You will donation to the Loaves & Fishes Fund. 
also receive a tax receipt for the full She has stock in a company that she 
market value of the securities. Further bought at a cost of $10,000 and has 
details and transfer forms to facilitate | grown in value over time to now be 


Taking the five loaves and the 
two fish, Jesus looked up to 
heaven, and blessed and broke 


your gift are available from the worth $25,000. The capital gain on her | ‘Me loaves, and gave them to his 
Planned Giving Office at 1-800-619- investment is $15,000. If she were to disciples, and the disciples gave 
7301. sell this stock privately, she would be them to the crowds. And all ate 


taxed on 50% of the gain. Assuming 
she is in a 40% tax bracket, Mrs. 
Lewis would have to pay $3,000 in 
tax, leaving her with $22,000 after tax 
for sale of the stock. By donating the 
stock directly to PWS&D, she will pay 
no capital gains tax, plus she will 


and were filled; and they took up 
what was left over of the broken 
pieces, twelve baskets full. 


Matthew 14:19-20 


Maximizing Your Gift 

By donating to PWS&D’s Loaves & 

Fishes Fund, you can multiply the 

effectiveness of your gift by: 

* harnessing the power of your 
invested money to grow over the 
seven-year period, 

¢ utilizing efficient tax strategies to 
maximize your gift and your own 
tax savings, 

¢ increasing the number of people 
who will benefit from your gift by 
enabling PWS&D to make long- 


the interest earned will go to support 
receive a charitable tax receipt for the  PWS&D programs. 


full $25,000. As a resident of Ontario, Assuming a modest 6% return 
she will be able to claim $10,000 in tax Over a seven year period, a gift of 


savings. $25,000 in stock can become nearly 


When Mrs. Lewis makes her $31,000. 
donation, 1/7 of the amount (approx. 


$3,600) will be used immediately to —«‘'0 learn more, contact PWS&D at 


See sree | fund PWS8D programs, The 1-800-619-7301 ext. 291 or by email 
e j remaining funds (over $21,000) will be ' pwsd@presbyterian.ca. 
Case Study wisely invested by the PCC. Over the 


Mrs. Lewis would like to make a stock next six years, a portion of the gift and 


Website Changes 


Have you noticed that our website has a brand new 
look and feel? 

You can read more about work overseas and... 
special emergency appeals, donate online, se Y 
Canadian Presbyterians can support refugees. 
download resources and learn how you can: 
involved. 


Visit www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd tc 


Easy Monthly 
Donations 


ance (PAR) Plan. Donations will be taken out exactly as 
ach month, saving you time and avoiding any 


VS&D through an automatic monthly withdrawal 

a account. To start on the PAR Plan an individual 
y deduction and provide a voided cheque. You 

designate your donation to a specific project, and you 


| There are several advantages to the PAR plan: 

1. Your contributions will be made regularly even if you are 
away on business or vacation 

2. You will not have to write a cheque each month 

3. PWS8&D will receive your donations consistently, which will 
help us ensure steady contributions to overseas partners. 


To enrol, contact Cecilia Gruber at 1-800-619-7301 
ext. 291 or email cgruber@presbyterian.ca. 


www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd 
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Click on 3 Coloured area of the map for PWS&D's relief and development programs in that count 


St. Matthew’s Presbyterian Church in Ingleside, The children of St. John’s Presbyterian Church in downtown 
Ontario, presented a cheque to PWS&D to help build Toronto proudly presented PWS&D with a cheque for an 
fresh water wells in Africa. amazing $10,175.07 to help support water projects in Malawi. 


£ 


The WMS Fall Rally for the Presbytery of Kingston took place in Agrassroots partnership with Unionville Presbyterian 


October. The women listened to a presentation on PWS&D’s Church and the AIDS Committee of York Region 
work in Guatemala and took up a collection to support long-term §(ACYR) brought together health care providers, 
development activities in the country. social workers, police officers, educators, people 


: living with AIDS, volunteers and community partners 
The PCC Gift Catalogue has unique } of different faiths and ethnic backgrounds in July 


and life-changing gifts available 2007. The gathering was the official launch of In My 
year-round. For example: | Shoes, a 20-minute documentary focusing on the life 
* $95 provides a family with seeds | 2nd experiences of four residents of York Region, 
to diversify their crops } Ontario, living with and affected by HIV and AIDS. 
* $100 provides a family with a goat | Unionville PC provided the funding and human 
+ $300 buys a sewing machine to resources to produce the video. As active supporters 
help a woman starta business =| of PWS&D’'s Towards a World Without AIDS 
* $1,200 runs a farming resource initiatives and water projects in Malawi, Unionville’s 
centre for a month. “AIDS education and service ministry” program is 
Orders can be placed over the continuing to look for ways to build ministry 
phone or online. You can make a partnerships and outreach programs to respond to 


gift in someone's honour and we 


urgent needs. 
will send them a Gift of Hope card. | 7 


Learning More About PWS&D 


n the last issue of PWSDevelopments 
ve answered a few commonly asked 
juestions about PWS&D. In this issue 
he answers continue, discussing how 
-WS&D relates to other sections of 
he Church and how you can help us 
aise awareness of PWS&D’s efforts 

0 end poverty, prevent injustices and 
ring a new future of peace. 


\: Presbyterians Sharing... is the 
ame of the fund that supports the 
rograms and ministries of The 
-resbyterian Church in Canada, 
xcept for development and relief 
rograms, which are funded through 
jifts to PWS8&D. 


It enables Presbyterian churches in 
Canada to collaborate for mission and 
ministry in Canada and around the 
world. 

Donations to PWS&D support 
long-term, sustainable development 
projects with international partners 
working in health, education, 
agriculture and income-generation. 
PWS&D raises funds directly from 
individuals and congregations and 
through matching government grants. 


A: While IM and PWS&D are separate 
departments, we work together in the 
overall mission efforts of the PCC. 
PWS&D supports the work of local 
partners, both churches and like- 
minded organizations, in the 
areas of development and 
relief. PWS&D does not 
normally send Canadian 
Pe personnel paid by 
PWS&D to work 
overseas. 
IM sends 
Canadian 
personnel to 
work as PCC 
missionaries in 
both traditional 
church-related 
areas such as 
evangelism, 
church 
development, lay 


and clergy training, as well as in the 
development and relief field. While 
these Presbyterians are financially 
supported by IM through 
Presbyterians Sharing... they are 
sometimes assigned to partners 
whose programs are supported by 
PWS8&D. 


A: PWS&D has a variety of resources 
and educational materials available, 
including Advent and Lent liturgies, 
worship resources, children’s 
activities, brochures and program 
updates. PWS&D staff and committee 
members frequently travel to churches 
to speak on the programs. 

Individuals who are interested in 
actively raising awareness of PWS&D 
can contact the Communications 
department 1-800-619-7301 to learn 
how you can help make a positive 
difference to those in need. 


Enclosed is my donation to PWS8&D for: 


Name: 


Address: 


Email: 


| would like to receive PWSDevelopments regularly (free) 
Please make cheques payable to PWS&D 
or make an online donation at www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd 


DISCERNMENT 


part one 


Sees 


Articulating Faith 


Stanford Reid wanted his church to recover its theological clarity. By ARTHUR VAN SETERS 


ack in the early 1970s William 

Stringfellow, a tenacious lawyer 

and lay theologian, contended 
that what the church most needed 
was the spiritual gift of discernment. 
That is, one should exercise the gift 
of spiritual insight that truly engages 
the particular times in which you are 
living. Now, in the listing of spiri- 
tual gifts by the apostle Paul, discern- 
ment is not explicitly mentioned. But 
Stringfellow, speaking at a Presbyterian 
College convocation in Montreal, made 
a compelling case. The social upheaval 
of the 60s, the long drawn out Cold War 
and profound questions raised by the 
Vietnam War were among the growing 
challenges to face those who would 
soon enter ordained ministry. For him 
the witness of Scripture to the Gospel 
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of Christ compelled discernment of the 
times as a spiritual discipline. 

The church, of course, has faced 
acute moments of challenge before and 
done so with prophetic vigor: Augustine 
in the fourth century, the Reformers of 
the 16th century, and more recently 
Barth and Bonhoeffer between the 
First and Second World Wars. Closer to 
home, Walter Bryden in those difficult 
decades for Presbyterians after 1925. 

Who might help us discern our way 
today? Often we are prodded by icono- 
clasts, people who penetrate the surface 
of things and send us back to reexamine 
our core convictions as a community of 
faith. One such voice is that of Stan- 
ford Reid. Through the lens of Donald 
MacLeod’s remarkable biography, W. 
Stanford Reid: An Evangelical Calvinist 


in the Academy, we meet an articulate, 
often outspoken, individual who had a 
running battle to reform the church he 
persisted in loving but from which he 
experienced mostly rejection. What can 
we learn from such a character and why 
might we be the poorer if such people 
were not part of our heritage? 

For Reid, discerning God’s way for 
his denomination meant taking the 
confessions of the church, particularly 
the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
with great seriousness. He wanted 
to help the church recover the kind 
of clarity about what it believed that 
Calvin articulated. Some thought he 
reflected an overly rationalistic form 
of Calvinism than the liveliness of the 
Reformer’s original vision. Perhaps 
the main difference between Reid and 
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people like Barth and Bryden was that 
for the latter the confessions of the 
church were not the last word. They 
were subject to the confessions only in 
so far as they were faithful to Scripture. 
Reid would argue that the confessions 
were faithful to Scripture and therefore 
should be rigorously accepted. 

People who are _ confessionally 
Reformed and convinced Evangelicals 
have often been misrepresented in our 
church. Of course, it is also true that 
many of them don’t even understand 
themselves! We would add that few 
people in our denomination, wher- 
ever they might be on a conservative- 
liberal continuum, have evidenced the 
grand scale of Reid’s reach nationally 
and globally and with such devoted 
service. Our denomination deserves to 
be exposed to his thinking. 

In the early 1930s, Reid was very 
concerned about the future of the Cana- 
dian Presbyterian Church in which his 
family had demonstrated profound 
commitment in Quebec in the wake of 
the whole church union controversy of 
1925. His father had been minister of 
Stanley Church in Westmount and this 
congregation was known “as a bastion 
of a confessional orthodoxy.” He was 
also a friend of J. Gresham Machen, 
founder of Westminster Theological 
Seminary in Philadelphia—a seminary 
that sought to maintain the tradition 
of orthodox Calvinism that had been 
the hallmark of Princeton Seminary 
until the late 1920s. 

Reid went to Westminster quite 
deliberately for what MacLeod regards 
as academic, theological and_ spiri- 
tual reasons. Some regarded this deci- 
sion not to attend one of his church’s 
colleges as a sign of “disloyalty to the 
denomination.” But three contempo- 
raries of Reid who chose to study at 
Princeton Seminary were not criticized 
in this way. Perhaps it is not surprising, 
therefore, that in the early 1950s he was 
denied a call to teach church history at 
Presbyterian College even though he 
was highly qualified academically. 

In 1944 Reid helped establish the 
Town of Mount Royal Presbyterian 
Church. He hoped to create what he 


called a company of those committed 
to the cutting edge of the Gospel in an 
increasingly secular culture. It would 
be a revolutionary venture in which no 
fundraising programs would be held 
and no social club types of activity 
would be allowed. Long after he left, 
he noted the numerical decline of the 
congregation in the 60s and 70s. Part 
of the reason was certainly the effects 
of Quebec’s so-called Quiet Revolution 
and the province’s increasing secu- 
larism. But Reid thought it was also, 
and perhaps principally, because of its 
loss of spiritual commitment. 


He wanted to help the church 
recover the kind of clarity about 
what it believed that Calvin 
articulated 


After a short but creative ministry 
as the first pastor of Mount Royal, he 
began 39 years of teaching history, first 
at McGill University and later at the 
newly formed University of Guelph. 
All the while he remained intimately 
involved with the local congrega- 
tion. He preached regularly, taught a 
Bible class and was elected an elder. 
He was active in both the Presbytery 
of Montreal, and nationally when 
General Assembly was trying to create 
new administrative arrangements. 

In a forceful statement that captures 
something of the driving thrust of 
Reid’s thinking and behaviour, he 
wrote in 1951, “The Protestant Church 
today throughout the world is troubled 
with anemia ... There is a new need 
for that enthusiasm, self-sacrifice and 
aggressiveness which characterized the 
sixteenth century Reformation.” His 
view of the church was not a concern 
about size, rituals and organization 
but an urgency regarding “a spiritual 
reawakening based upon a return to the 
doctrines of the Scriptures.” 

He was generally critical of the 
denomination’s colleges and served for 
some 37 years on the Board of Trustees of 
Westminster Seminary and taught there 
as a sessional lecturer from time to time. 
He was even proposed as a candidate for 
its first president but in 1965 his member- 
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Kensington 
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~ ACHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 
SEEKING TO BE A HAVEN 


OF HOPE, HOSPITALITY AND 


HEALING IN NDG AND BEYOND 


Our congregation is in the centre 
of a dynamic neighbourhood. 


- Notre Dame de Grace (NDG), 
in Montreal, is a multi-cultural, 


multi-lingual community with 
excellent resources for all ages. . 


Our congregation is in a period of 
transition. During three years of 
interim. ministry, we have defined 
our Christian identity, and made 
decisions about reducing the 

size of our large building. We are 
committed to making the new 
space welcoming and supportive 
of our ministry goals. c 


KCKF Church has numerous assets 
which encourage us on our journey; 
a talented Music Director, financial 
resources and a renewed sense 
of purpose. 


JOIN US IN DISCERNING GOD’S 
CALLING. PLEASE CONTACT OUR 
INTERIM MODERATOR. 

Rev. Glynis Williams 
1439 Ste Catherine Street West 

Montreal, QC H3G1S6 
514-935-7799 
gwilliamsOOS@sympatico.ca 
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ship in a denomination associated officially with the World 
Council of Churches made him suspect to some. By 1981 Reid 
had concluded that he was persona non grata at Westminster. 
He was also increasingly disappointed that Canadian Presby- 
terian graduates of Westminster often left the denomination 
and frequently split congregations in the process. In 1977, 
Reid wrote the president of Westminster Seminary, “I know 
that over the last ten years ... the graduates from Westminster 
have generally been a dead loss up here in our church as far as 
working within the church for reform is concerned ... They 
have wrecked more than a few congregations.” 

In his own way Reid sought to be ecumenical but not if this 
ended up “wiping out our historical Presbyterian position,” 
not if it set aside “what we regarded as the basic Christian posi- 
tion.” He was open to cooperate as long as this did not mean 
compromising one’s own basic theological convictions. 

It was not until after retirement from the University 
of Guelph that Reid finally achieved in the early 80s what 
he must have regarded his highest delight as a teacher and 
scholar. He was invited to help the Presbyterian Church in 
Australia deal with pressures there for church union. In the 
process of supporting the continuing Presbyterians, he was 
also given the chance to teach church history at Presbyterian 
Theological Hall, Melbourne. All of this happened at a time of 


- Briarwood _ 
Presbyterian Church 


Situated in the suburban community of Beaconsfield at 
the west end of Montreal Island. Excellent schools and 
extensive local activities but only 20 kilometres from the 
universities and downtown. 


Having enjoyed strong ministry and continuous growth 
in faith and service, and in membership and stewardship, 
we are looking for the right minister to lead us further. 


Briarwood is a congregation of about 130 families, of all 

age groupings and a wide range of talents. In a warm and 
renovated building, we gather in a sanctuary that seats 250 
in an intimate horseshoe pattern for weekly intergenerational 
worship. We have a strong church school, a pastoral support 
team, an active music ministry and outreach programmes. 


We are accustomed to great preaching and are looking for 
a minister with strong people and pastoral skills and lots of 
energy to lead us further. 


Please contact our Interim Moderator, 
Rev. Dr John Vissers, 
Presbyterian College, 

3495 University, 
Montreal H3A 2A8 
Phone 514 288 5256 ex 201 
jvissers @ presbyteriancollege.ca 
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the declining health of Priscilla, Stanford Reid’s beloved wife. 

Over the years Reid surprised many both on his theolog- 
ical left and on his right. In the 1960s he supported the new 
ordination questions. Regarding the ordination of women to 
ordained ministry, he would not be drawn into the debate. 
When Living Faith was being circulated for comment, he gave 
his opinion, was listened to and supported the final draft. On 
these and other major issues before the church he sought to 
distinguish what was essential doctrinally and what was less 
essential and could be either tolerated or accommodated. 
For this he was sometimes roundly dismissed by a number 
of evangelical voices. 

In 1979 Stanford Reid received an honorary D.D. from 
Presbyterian College. In presenting him, Joseph McLelland 
depicted Reid as “a worthy debating partner, an outspoken but 
fair critic, and one of those theologians whose disagreement 
with majority opinions are always to be taken seriously.” 

As a historian Reid saw a difference between world history 
and church history. He held that the latter sought to place the 
church in the context of the former. Reid emphasized that 
Christ is the Lord of all history but also “cautioned against 
ever attributing an event directly to divine intervention.” 

MacLeod concludes his biography with a thoughtful 
summation that captures something of the essence of Stan- 
ford Reid for our denomination. “He had carved out a lonely 
niche for himself: a man who never felt truly comfortable 
in the mainstream, who was often a loner, but at the same 
time, paradoxically, a propagandist, a popularizer, even, one 
might say, an entertainer.” He was “a defender of the person 
in the pew who was puzzled by church politics and anxious 
for direct dealing and common sense solutions.” 

Time and again throughout his life he was “ignored, 
minimized, ostracized, even rejected. Remarkably none of 
these experiences left him bitter or angry. His Reformed 
faith provided a ready antidote to this buffeting. He was 
continually going back to the themes of providence and 
the perseverance of the saints. His Calvinism was of a very 
practical and personal nature, gainsaying those who decry 
that theology as merely cerebral and intellectual.” His vision 
in establishing Town of Mount Royal Church was “a laity 
equipped to articulate a faith that provided an alternative 
to the easy and comfortable conformities of Christendom 
immediately after the Second World War.” 

My own assessment is that evangelical voices, at 
their most constructive, encourage the church to think 
through its theological heritage as a whole; they push 
for deeper reflection on our basic convictions. We need 
this earnestly as we face new and difficult questions for 
the times in which we live. Discerning God’s way for the 
church arises in the interrelationship between what it is that 
we believe and the challenges we are called to engage. @ 


Rev. Art Van Seters is Principal Emeritus of Knox College, 
Toronto and was moderator of the 125th General Assembly. 
This is the first of two related articles. 

Next month Van Seters discusses Douglas Hall. 
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Radical | 
Disciples | 


Young Christians, like all Christians, need a theology 


of passion. BY SHARI GREEN 


adical disciples. Counter-cultural 
prophets. Teenagers. 

One of these things is not 
like the others ... is that song going 
through your head? Does adolescence 
fit at all with the concept of revolu- 
tionary faith? Are young people today 
even thinking about faith at all? They 
aren’t exactly coming through our 
church doors in droves, asking ques- 
tions and making commitments. 
Then again, they are seeking: they 
want to know who they are, what 
their purpose is in life, who’s going 
to love them, who’s going to be there 
for them, what’s worth living for and 
what’s worth dying for. 

Kenda Creasy Dean is associate 
professor of youth, church, and culture 
at Princeton Theological Seminary and 
author of Practicing Passion: Youth and 
the Quest for a Passionate Church. She 
sums up adolescent passions as desires 
for steadfastness (“being there”), ecstasy 
(“being moved”) and intimacy (“being 
known”). With typical adolescent 
exuberance, teens seek these things 
with a passion. But are they seeking 
them in the church? Not so much. 

They might have checked out 
church. They might even have been 
raised in the church. But when teens 
outgrow the simple theology of flannel 
board Bible stories and basic truths, if 


there isn’t a passionate 
theology waiting to chal- 

lenge them, then they 

get the sense that they 
have outgrown church. “If 
commitment to Jesus Christ is 
not, ultimately, a life-and-death 
investment,” writes Dean, “then 
young people will invest their 
God-given passion’ elsewhere.” 
And there are plenty of lesser gods 
waiting to claim the young. 

Writer and youth minister Cuyler 
Black writes that adolescents are like 
heat-seeking missiles; they can readily 
sense holy fire—where it is, and where it 
is not. Therefore, if we hope to ignite the 
faith of young people today, we must be 
on fire ourselves. However, it seems that 
most mainline Protestant churches have 
toned down passion and smoothed its 
rough edges so that worshippers’ expres- 
sions of faith fit nicely into the mould 
of decorum. In the name of dignity, 
perhaps, we’ve tucked passions away 
and forgotten about them because, you 
know, we wouldn’t want to look foolish 
in front of God or anything. And so, 
whether or not we are passionless, we 
appear that way to the youth who are 
so desperately seeking something “large 
enough to fill the existential cavern” 
that yawns within them. 

Being a passionate Christian is, of 


YOUTH 


“If commitment to Jesus Christ is 
not, ultimately, a life-and-death 
investment, then young people 
will invest their God-given 
passion elsewhere” 


course, about much more than Sunday 
morning worship services, and it goes 
beyond questions of vocation and 
purpose, too, although these are part 
of it. Douglas J. Brouwer, in his book 
What Am I Supposed To Do With My 
Life? says that vocation “includes all of 
life—everything we are, everything we 
do, everything we aspire to be.” To find 
meaning and purpose in life, Brouwer 
says, we must give ourselves away. This 
is truly counter-cultural. In a society 
that values and seeks self-fulfillment, 
living a life shaped by self-giving love is 
definitely an against-the-tide choice. > 
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YOUTH 


Being a passionate Christian is about 
finding our identity in being loved 
unconditionally by the God who will 
always and forever “be there” for us; it’s 
about living with wonder and thanks- 
giving, letting go of lesser gods and being 
free to “be moved” by amazing grace; 
and it’s about communion, enjoying 
and extending the friendship of God, 
and experiencing the intimacy found 
when we let ourselves “be known” by 
others. A life poured out in the counter- 
cultural practice of self-giving love bears 
witness to this passion. 

If young people catch a glimpse of 
this passion when they look through 
the windows of our churches and the 
windows of our lives, they’Il take a second 
look. When they do, we need to be ready. 
This means dispensing with superficial 
theologies and being prepared to offer 
passionate, life-changing theology in 
their place. This has huge implications 
for how we approach youth ministry. 

Youth ministry must never be about 
creating good teenagers and wholesome 


youth programs, and it must never be 
about keeping our young people in the 
church. Instead, our ministry to youth 
must be about helping them become 
radical disciples of Jesus Christ. 

How do we do this? Beyond being, 
by the grace of God, models of radical 
discipleship ourselves, we can embrace 
a curriculum of passion, a focus on the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ that reveals the one Love that is 
both worth living for and worth dying 
for, and that takes adolescent desires and 
transforms them into sacrificial love. In 
addition, we can encourage and equip 
teens to adopt Christian practices— 
spiritual disciplines that create a frame- 
work for faith and that realign passions, 
refocusing them on their proper object, 
God, thereby loosening adolescents’ 
grip on lesser loves so they are free to 
accept and respond to God’s love. 

All of this is going to produce some 
pretty weird kids, because as Dean writes, 
“immersing young people in practices of 
self-giving love in a self-fulfilling culture 


makes them subversive, dangerous, 
odd—much like the Christ they follow.” 
That’s exactly what we hope for them. 

Getting back to the question: does 
adolescence fit with revolutionary 
faith? Absolutely. Young people are 
made for this bigger-than-self, against- 
the-tide life of passion. We all are, but 
young people are often more ready to 
commit to a life of radical disciple- 
ship than those of us who have been 
soaking in our culture’s ideologies and 
expectations for years. We could learn 
a lot from adolescent passion. 

Dean concludes that “in the quest 
for a passionate church, young people 
prod us to be more than we have 
become. They ask only that we be who 
we say we are: people of Passion, who 
live for a love that is ‘to die for,’ and 
who ask them to do the same.” @ 


Shari Green has worked with teens for 
10 years through congregational youth 
ministries. She attends Trinity, Campbell 
River, B.C. 


KNOX COLLEGE 


164'" CONVOCATION 


Wednesday, May 14th, 2008 


7:30 p.m. 


Convocation Hall, U of T 
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Pre-Convocation Workshop 


The Presbyterian College 
Montreal 
announces the annual 


Alison Stewart-Patterson 
Entrance Scholarship — 


for a woman candidate for ordained ministry 
studying at the College. 4 


(The award will take into account contribution 
to church life and economic need, 
as well as academic abilities.) 


“The Mission of God and the Future of the 
Reformed Faith in Canada: Promise or Peril” 


with Principal John Vissers, Presbyterian College 


For information, contact: 
and Professor Charles Fensham, Knox College 


Dr. John Vissers, Principal 
The Presbyterian College 
3495 University Street 
Montreal, QC H3A 2A8 
(514) 288-5256 
info@presbyteriancollege.ca 


9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. KNOX COLLEGE 


Registration required — phone or online 
Everyone Welcome! 


For more information contact 416.978.4500 


www.utoronto.ca/knox knox.college@utoronto.ca 
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Threatened 


“Resurrection 


To tell the story of the empty tomb is to say 
even the greatest earthly power is a failure. 


BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


Matthew 28:1-8 (9-20) 
Easter Day, March 23, 2008 


aster’s coming. Are you scared yet? 

On Easter Day we'll go out of our 

way to make our worship joyful. 
Best music (we'll try, anyway). Best 
sermon (please, God!). Best attendance 
(and offering, we hope). Tune the organ. 
Dust the balcony. Clean the windows. 
Make the church the best place to be on 
a long-weekend Sunday morning. 

We Presbyterians can do joy. What 
about fear? Matthew 28:8: “So they left 
the tomb quickly, with fear and great 
joy ...” Joy and fear. Jesus is alive! Halle- 
lujah! Jesus is alive! Oh no! 

As Matthew tells the story, Mary 
and Mary get to watch the opening of 
the tomb. Enough to frighten anyone. 
But the angel who rolls back the stone 
says, “Don’t be afraid!” They may want 
to run away. They’re supposed to trust 
enough to stay and listen for the word 
from God that always follows an angel’s 
call to calm down. The angel knows 
why they’re there and has good news. 
Come and see. He’s not here! Now 
they’re supposed to run! To go and tell 
the men, then go with them to Galilee. 
Happy Easter! Get to work! As they turn 
to go they meet Jesus. He gives them the 
same orders (verses 9 and 10). They can 
worship Him for just a moment. Then 
there’s work to do. 

Joy and fear. If Jesus is alive, what’s 
next? If this can happen, what else might 
come? He had power before this, what 
must He be like now? He asked so much 
of us before He died, what will He want 


us to do now? Caesar couldn’t 
defeat him after all. He’ll try 
harder next time. Next time 
it'll be you and me on our own 
crosses! Fear and great joy. 

The official version of the 
story will be that Jesus’ friends 
robbed the tomb (11-15). A 
capital offence. There’s good 
reason to be afraid! 

As Matthew tells the story, 
there’s no doubt they'll learn to 
live with the fear and joyfully 
accept the Great Commission 
(16-20). We’re still under that 
commission. We celebrate his 
resurrection with great joy. 
Where’s the fear? 

Years ago, the Women’s 
Missionary Society chose as 
an annual theme, Threatened 
With Resurrection, from a book 
of poems and prayers by Julia 
Esquivel (Threatened with Resurrection: 
Prayers and Poems from an Exiled Guate- 
malan, Brethren Press). She is a poet and 
lay preacher who was exiled from Guate- 
mala in the 1980s. Esquivel confronted 
daily threats on her life with the power 
of her faith in the resurrection. She 
sustained hope by believing the powers 
of the world face a greater threat than 
they could ever wield. The powers are 
threatened with resurrection. 

Why not make that our Easter sermon 
titles and service themes this year? It’s 
dangerous to dare to declare Jesus is 
alive. To tell the story of the empty tomb 
is to say even the greatest earthly power 
is a failure. To declare an end to oppres- 


PROGRESSIVE 
LECTIONARY 


sion. To celebrate the defeat of every- 
thing that denies life and everyone who 
deals death in this world. To declare our 
course against the current. 

Esquivel says resurrection is “some- 
thing that doesn’t let us sleep, that 
doesn’t let us rest, that won’t stop 
pounding deep inside ... it is the earth- 
quake soon to come that will shake the 
world and put everything into place.” 
She invites us to join in “this vigil and ... 
know what it is to dream! Then you will 
know how marvellous it is to be threat- 
ened with resurrection.” @ 


Rev. Laurence DeWolfe is minister 
at St. David’s, Halifax. 
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PAGEANTS 


Hosanna in the 
Highest 


Grace Will Lead Us Home 
(Matthew 20: 19-34; 21:1-11) 
by David Buckley 


1) There is a song of love, long ago 
That’s meant to set us free 

It was in the time of this story, we know 
That we saw how love is meant to be 


2) Amazing grace, how wonderful the thought 
That’s there for you and me 

We shall overcome for God’s will shall be done 
And the blind will all begin to see 


Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the Highest! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the Highest! 


3) Through many dangers, toils and snares 
Our Lord has already gone 

The grace that dwells in His strength is ours 
And that power will make us belong 


4) The Lord has promised goodness to stay 
From where we’ll never roam 
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@ A Song of Love. 


What now is lost will be found on the way 
And grace will lead us home 


Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the Highest! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the Highest! 
Hosanna in the Highest! 


5) Amazing grace, how wonderful the thought 
That’s there for you and me 

We shall overcome for God’s will shall be done 
And the blind will all begin to see 


Sing Hosanna, sing Hosanna, sing Hosanna! 
Sing Hosanna, sing Hosanna, sing Hosanna! 
Sing Hosanna, sing Hosanna, sing Hosanna! 


You can hear this song on our website—www.presbyterianrecord. 
ca—along with The Road to Peace and A Wonderful Love, plus 

My Confidant and Friend (Mary’s Easter Song), all written and 
composed by David Buckley and performed by members of Knox, 
Dundas, Ont. Buckley is working on turning these ideas into an 
Easter pageant for next year. 
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classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1LO. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 

Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


New Horizons 
TOWER 

Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving matu- 
re adults for 30 years. See the latest show, 
ROM, AGO,TSO and much more! Close to 
downtown, hospitals, 24 hour security... 
steps to subway or bus, 
beautifully appointed single and double 
rooms, parking included. ..VISA, reasonable 
rates-Reserve today. Ask about our 
Boutique Hostel...Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


BOOKS ON THE REBOUND 


| Professional bookbinder, 40 years experience, witha | 

passion for repairing Family Bibles (and other books) 
is at your service. Located in Oakville, Ontario. 

Website: www.booksontherebound itgo.com, 

or call me, Duncan Fraser, af 905-338-6431, 


Recor 


-. Join the 
WOOD LAKE 
Book Club 


-“lookforbooks” and become a friend of Wood Lake. 
Save 33% and free shipping. Visit our website for a 
downloadable brochure or call 1.800.663.2778 


www.woodlakebooks.com 


for Church 


Bazaars, Meetings, Receptions and other gatherings 


1-888-708-6667 


Calling all former 
nembers and friends of 
Westminster-St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church, 

Guelph 


Join us to celebrate 


ce Our 50th ... 
The Year of Jubilee” 


Celebration weekend May 3 & 4 


206 Victoria Rd. N. Guelph ON 519 824 5221 


See www.westminsterstpauls.ca for details 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
416-977-3857 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


CROWN EX Robemakers and Tailors 


¢ Genuine tailor made ¢ Satisfaction guaranteed * Affordable for 


Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 


CROWNEX Ltd., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M&Z 1S3 
Tel. (416) 503-1288 Fax. (416) 503-8788 E-mail: info@crownex.com www.crownex.com 


CHURCH CUSHIONS 


Fine quality pew or kneeling cushions. 
On your next seating project, contact 
Waggoners, the cushion specialists! 


TOLL FREE 1-800-396-7555 
Waggoners, Inc 


WWwW.pewcushions.com 


CAPSTONE TOURS 


Explore the history of Christian 
ideas through the art and 
architecture of Italy 


Essential Italy Tour 
May 11-25, 2008 


www.capstonetours.ca 
416-977-7880 
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Robert McCausland 
Limited 
Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 


30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 


EDWARDS 


~ GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


* custom designed memorial windows — 


¢ traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration ¢ storm glazing 
- _e custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 
| 471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6GE 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED. edwardsglassco@on. aibn.com 
1920 www. eouareaclaes: net 


: hy 
» SCEN Proud Sipoortecs of The Arthritis Society 


UNRIS 


Studios 
Est. 1979 


Memorial Windows - Restoration 
Protective Storm Glazing 
Custom Woodworking 


97 Whanrnciliffe Rd. S. 
London, Ontario N6éJ 2K2 
(519) 432-9624 
Toll Free 1-877-575-2321 


www.sunrisestainedglass.com 


CANAL CRUISES 
RIDEAU CANAL 
TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 


Cruise Ontario’s magnificent 


scenic lakes, 
the comfort of the 45-passenger 
“Kawartha Voyageur’ riverboat with 
dining room, lounge, and twin lower 
berth staterooms with private facilities. 
5-day voyages. 
Send for colour brochure. 

ONTARIO WATERWAY CRUISES 

c/o CAPTAIN JOHN 


BOX 6, ORILLIA, ON. L3V 6H9 
, E0086) ped 
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$2.727 MILLION 


That’s the amount more than 100 Presbyterians 
have given the church to support... 
camps, theological colleges, Congregations, 
Evangel Hall, 


PWS&D, Presbyterians Sharing..., 
etc., efc:, Cte 


The money they have given is also earning them 
a guaranteed annual income, the majority 
or all of which is tax-free, for the rest of their lives. 


Interested in learning how you, too, can make a gift to the 
church and simultaneously receive a guaranteed income 
for the rest of your life and the life of your spouse? 


Call or e-mail the Planned Giving Office and say, 
“| saw your ad in the Record and I'd like to learn more 
about GIFT ANNUITIES.” 


For more information and a free gift annuity quote, contact: 
The Planned Giving Office 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, Ontario M3C i? 
1-800-619-7301 

plannedgiving@presbyterian.ca 


“www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving/giftannuities 


Planting seeds of hope. For cenerations to come. 


St. Andrew's 


Presbyteryan 
Church Markham 


Please forward your resume to: 
The Rev. Donald Muir 
Interim Moderator 


is searching for a 


LEAD MINISTER fer, 


For information, visit our web site: Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 
www.standrews-markham.ca/search.htm  dmuir@presbyterian.ca 
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The Battle 
of the 


Bald 


While outwardly we are 
wasting away, inwardly 
we grow. BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


ough I am only 46, my hair has 

begun to vanish. I do not have 

trouble growing hair. But loca- 

tion is everything with hair. I am like 

a struggling oil company. I have great 
production, but poor distribution. 

If you’re one of those guys who 
still has his original hair, go ahead and 
laugh. But if you’re experiencing a reces- 
sion yourself, if you’ve been cluttering 
pillows and clogging drains, if you’ve 
stopped combing and started rearrang- 
ing, you'll be happy to know that there 
is hope. I can’t think of anything hope- 
ful at the moment, but give me some 
time and Ill think of something. While 
I do, let’s look at some ways in which the 
scientific community, working hand-in- 
hand with laboratory rats, has shown us 
just how bleak the picture really is. 

1. Genes. Scientists recently an- 
nounced that they have discovered the 
gene that causes baldness. Unfortu- 
nately, they haven’t a clue what to do 
with it. 

2. Drugs. If you were alive during 
the 60s, you know that drugs taken 
in large quantities helped men forget 
many things, including their baldness. 
But this was momentary and, let’s face 
it, the side-effects were monstrous. Re- 
searchers now claim, however, that they 
have found a proven hair-growing drug. 
It’s called Minoxidol and it has been 
known to work on various objects. Fruit. 


Wood. Snooker balls. Unfortunately, it 
has been largely ineffective in men. 

3. Music. After years of research and 
very little success, the Daiichi Pharma- 
ceutical Company, a leading Japanese 
drug maker, decided to make wads and 
wads of money by releasing a compact 
disc of Mozart music. Yes, believe it or 
not, the CDs are now marketed exclu- 
sively through pharmacies. Daiichi 
Pharmaceutical claims that the music 
will soothe the listener, relieve stress 
and even reverse the balding process. 
I’m not sure about this, but they may be 
on to something here. You see, during 
high school I conducted similar experi- 
ments on my father in which | played 
loud music for him. This caused his 
head to appear hairier. 

Practical tips to try at home: 

Relocate. Yes, you may want to move 
to another province where no one will 
recognize you; where no one will know 
that you once had hair. Wait a minute, 
that’s not what I mean. What I mean is 
relocate your hair. Move it from an area 
where it thrives to The Dead Zone. 

Innovate. The most popular tech- 
nique is to grow your hair very long on 
one side and comb it carefully over the 
deceased area. If you have false teeth 
to go along with it, you can scare the 


PHIL CALLAWAY 


living daylights out of your grandchil- 
dren during a windstorm. Or wear a 
hat everywhere. If this fails, grow your 
eyebrows to their full length and comb 
them back. Let me know how this goes. 

If all these things should fail, per- 
haps you can try a concept as old as the 
Bible: contentment. I was standing in 
the parking lot the other day. My hair 
was blowing in the breeze, and I didn’t 
have the energy to chase after it. Sud- 
denly, a comforting thought hit me: 
Our heads were made for more than 
growing hair. 

When it comes right down to it, we 
determine very little of what goes on 
above the hairline. But we can do some- 
thing about what goes on beneath it. 
Second Corinthians 4:16 says it best: “... 
Though outwardly we are wasting away, 
yet inwardly we are being renewed day 
by day.” 

I need to be reminded of these things 
often. Yesterday I looked in the mirror 
and told my wife, “Honey, I don’t look 
46.” She said, “No, but you used to.” 


Phil Callaway is editor or Servant maga- 
zine, a popular speaker, and author of 
Family Squeeze: Hope and Hilarity for 
a Sandwiched Generation. Visit him at 
www. philcallaway.com 
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he Vanquished 
is the Vic 


arch comes in as winter and 
then it goes to the birds, 
at least in our neck of the 
woods. Ever since my pubescent period, 
I have revelled in March and what 
comes quickly on its heels. Then, as 
now, I lived on the swampy end of a 
lake, which is to say, the productive end 
when it comes to birds and wildlife. A 
lot of the birds that strongly influenced 
my youth were shore birds. None were 
more influential than the killdeer. 
When the killdeer returned from 
wherever they spent their winters, 
drama season was Officially upon us. At 
first they just ran along the shoreline, 
picking up worms and uttering thin 
piping cries. Soon they began to mate 
and that’s when the drama really began. 
When I was a kid, you couldn’t go 
anyplace around the shore of the Wasa 
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Slough without a sandpiper kill-dee-ing 
at the top of its lungs and looking like it 
was weak and wounded near to death. 
One or both wings would be hanging 
like they had been shot off. And oh, 
the limp! The limp was so pathetic it 
almost brought tears to your eyes. If you 
didn’t follow the bird to try and catch 
it, it would literally fly into your path 
and throw itself at your feet trying to get 
you to give chase. I usually did. Then the 
horribly wounded bird would lead me 
off on a tangent, looking for all it was 
worth like death was imminent. When 
I was led suitably far away from the eggs 
or the young, the bird would suddenly 
lose every vestige of being wounded and 
fly off with a victorious cry. I would look 
then, as I still do today, and marvel at 
how the vanquished is the victor in this 
drama. It was never in doubt, and it was 


He is risen; He is not here. 
BY DAVID WEBBER 


wonderful. It is kind of like Easter. 

The writing down of the Easter 
story in all four Gospels has a context. 
In all four Gospels, to one degree or 
other, that context is the persecuted 
Christian community. Mark’s Gospel, 
very likely written down for the Chris- 
tian community in Rome close to the 
time of Nero’s persecutions (sometime 
after 64 AD) would have been blown 
away by the Easter story. 

In the Passion (Mk 15:6ff), Jesus 
is forced to be an actor by the whole 
cohort of Roman soldiers (that’s about 
600 soldiers or 1/10th of a legion, for us 
military buffs). They forced him to act 
like the Emperor of Rome. They forced 
him to wear purple like the Emperor of 
Rome, they forced him to wear foliage 
as a crown like the Emperor of Rome, 
they hailed him like the Emperor of 
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Rome, they knelt before him like he was 
the Emperor of Rome. This forced act 
was to mock Jesus, to make Jesus, whom 
the Roman procurator Pilate has called 
King of the Jews, appear vanquished. 

The forced act of weakness goes 
on with more mocking by everyone at 
the cross, from the casual passerby, to 
the chief priests and the scribes, to the 
voyeurs who try and keep Jesus alive to 
see if Elijah will actually show up. Even 
the two men who are crucified on either 
side of Jesus mock him. Everyone mocks 
Jesus as weak and vanquished. But when 
he dies, when he gives up his own life 
and breathes his last, something else 
seems to be going on. 

Paradoxically, the first to catch 
wind of something else going on is the 
company commander of the Roman 
soldiers, who is doing his duty, standing 
before Jesus to watch him die, and when 
he does die, marvels: “Truly this man 
was the Son of God” (Mk.15:39). But 
the something else going on isn’t fully 
realized until three days later. Three 
days later the word is out: “He is risen; 
He is not here.”(Mk. 16:6) 

“He is risen; he is not here.” Mark’s 
persecuted Christian community must 
have marvelled at how the vanquished 
is the victor in the drama they had 
just participated in by hearing the 
Gospel. It was never in doubt, and it 
was wonderful. It is not just a resurrec- 
tion; it is the flat-footed defeat of Rome. 
Some of Mark’s community were being 
martyred for following Jesus. All of them 
were, to some degree or other, being 
mocked for following Jesus. That’s how 
religious persecution works. What really 
ends up being feared is the mocking. 
But Easter is all about the mocked one 
winning; the vanquished is the victor. 
In the drama of the Gospel, or in the 
dramatic living out of their faith in first- 
century Rome, the vanquished is the 
victor. From first century Rome I can 
almost hear “Hallelujah!” 

Oddly enough, it is being mocked 
for my faith that is a big issue for me in 
my time and place. [| like to think I am 
in no danger of religious persecution 
physically, and thankfully in Canada, 
I probably am not. But the reality is, if 


I am to speak outwardly about Jesus in 
most secular corners of my society, I will 
quite possibly be mocked. And the fear 
of that causes me to go about incognito 
in my faith, feeling publicly vanquished, 
feeling a huge disconnect between my 
Christian faith and the society where 
I am trying to live it out. And in that 
sense, | am strangely like the people that 
Mark’s Gospel was written for. 

But wait a minute. Like Mark’s 
community, I am invited to participate 
in the Gospel too. Mark didn’t write the 
Gospel just for his community to read, 
but to fully participate in. I am positive 
that’s the reason he emphasized the 
Roman emperor so clearly in the Passion 
narrative. The vanquished is the victor. It 
is Christ’s story; it is Mark’s community’s 
story; and it is my story. And in the face 
of that, and in the face of my own fear of 
being mocked for my faith, I now person- 
ally can appropriate those most precious 
Easter words, “Be not affrighted: Ye seek 
Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: 
He is risen; He is not here: behold the 
place where they laid Him” (Mark 16:6). 

Epilogue: In 1951, Peter Ustinov 
played Emperor Nero in Quo Vadis, about 
Nero’s madness and his persecution of 
Christians in Rome. As it progresses, Nero 
burns Rome and blames it on the Chris- 
tians, who make up the lowest and most 
vulnerable section of Roman society. As 
a result, Nero begins to slaughter Chris- 
tians to justify himself and to satisfy his 
psychotic madness. One online reviewer 
(amazon.com) writes: “But the slaughter 
of the Christians brings no satisfaction 
to the Emperor. The Christians sing 
as they go to their slaughter, inspiring 
the reluctantly impressed Marcus to 
snap, ‘These people know how to die, 
Nero. You will squeal like a hog.’ Nero 
cannot understand how the Christians 
can sing as they are being killed. After 
the slaughter, he goes at night into the 
arena and is appalled to find that they 
are all smiling in death.” = 


Rev. David Webber is a contributing editor 
to the Record. He is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry. His 
books include Like a Winter’s Aspen: 
Embracing the Creator’s Fire. 


@ 
ECCLESIASTICAL 


INSURANCE ¥ O 


The Insurer of Choice 
for Places of Worship 


¢ Founded in England by church- 
men in 1887, Ecclesiastical has 
more than 100 years of experience 
protecting places of worship and 
faith communities. The Canadian 
Branch opened in 1972. 


¢ Ecclesiastical Insurance is an 
independent company owned by 
a charitable trust. 


¢ Profits are returned to Our Owner 
for redistribution to Charitable 
causes. 


¢ Our products & services are 
specialized in response to the 
needs of our faith customers. 


¢ We are committed to building 
long-term relationships with our 
customers. 


As a specialist insurer of 
places of worship, we seek to 
advise & protect those who 
enrich the lives of others. 


For more information, please 
contact your nearest regional 
branch or visit Our website 


Atlantic Regional Branch 
902 492 4548 : 


Central Regional Branch 
416 484 4555 


National Programs Branch: 
416 484 4555 


Western Regional Branch 
403 538 0175 


Pacific: Regional Branch 
604 605 1111 


www.eccliesiastical.ca 
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KIDS PAGE 


Called to Wonder 


CREATED BY JENNIFER O'FARRELL 


The writer of Psalm 118 knows God well and describes a beautiful experience of hope and 
blessing—like the message we will hear this month as we celebrate Easter in our faith 


community. The psalmist uses 4 letters of the Hebrew alphabet to represent God. When you 
see this group ofletters 717° readitas “GOD.” 


I give thanks to 57 1 7 ° for this day! 

i111 7 is good and 17 117° love is always with me! 
Go and tell every person: 7 1 57° love is always with them, forever and ever! 

r1 1 +1” gives strength to me and to my song. /7 1 57 ° is the source of my salvation. 
Iam not afraid because 7 1 7° hears my prayer and the strong hand of 7 1 7° saves. 
I live to tell everyone what 17 1 57° did, for 7 1 57° was with me in the time of testing. 
Open wide the city gates and I will walk right through and thank 7 17°. 

Today I see 7 | 7” do great things! 


Because of the actions of 7 | 51° I am set free and forever blessed. 
rt 1 11" blesses the one who enters in the name of 57.157 °. 

Mist ‘is shining a great light into the world. 

Let’s have a party. Or maybe we could have a parade for 7 17°. 
My 71 7° is with me and I will live every day with thanksgiving. 
I give thanks to 71 7 ° for this day! 

rt 1 is good and 7 1 17 "love is always with me! — (based on PSALM 118) 


: After reading this psalm, think about God. ; 
| What do you know about God? 
: What do you think God is like? 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


Synod of the Atlantic Provinces 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, 
PO Box 142, River John, NS BOK 1NO; 
902-351-2219 (s) or 902-351-2473 (h); 
jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 

Sunny Corner Pastoral Charge, N.B., St. Stephen's, 
Sunny Corner, St. Paul’s, Warwick; Rev. 
H. Martyn Van Essen, 7 Hierlihy Rd., 
Tabusintac, NB E9H 1Y5;506-779-181 2; 
hmvanessen@hotmail.com. 


Synod of Quebec and Eastern Ontario 

Beaconsfield, Que., Briarwood Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. John 
Vissers, Presbyterian College, 3495 University, 
Montreal, QC _H3A 2A8; 514-288-5256 exten- 
sion 201; jvissers@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Gloucester (Ottawa), Ont., Gloucester Presby- 
terian Church; Half-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian Auret, PO Box 609, 
Manotick, ON K4M 1A6:613-692-4228; 
adrian.auret@sympatico.ca. 

Lachute, Que., Margaret Rodger Memorial 
Presbyterian Church; Rev. Dr. Bill Klempa, 155 
Lake Louisa Rd.N., Wentworth, QC J8H 0C5; 
450-533-5321; wklemp@po-box.mcgill.ca. 

Pincourt, Que., lle Perrot; Mark Farrell, Convener, 
Search Committee, 242 Fifth Ave., Pincourt, 
QC J7V 5L3; 514-453-4796; 
markim@ca.inter.net. 


Synod of Central, Northeastern 

Ontario and Bermuda 

Barrie, Ont., Westminster Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Keith Boyer, 294 St. 
Vincent St., Barrie, ON L4M 4A1; 705-735-9211; 
keb-cvb@sympatico.ca. 

Cambridge, Ont.; St. Andrew’s Galt Presbyterian 
Church; Minister of Word and Sacrament 
Full-time; Interim Moderator Rev. Bill Bynum, 
c/o St. Andrew's Galt Presbyterian Church, 

130 Victoria Ave., Cambridge, ON N1S 1Y2; 
knoxpreston@golden.net. 

Englehart, St. Paul's; Tomstown, Ont., Tomstown; 
St. Paul's and Tomstown Pastoral Charge, ap- 
proximately 10 km from Tomstown,; Full-time 
minister; Search Committee Chair Mr. Randy 
Ford, PO Box 737, Englehart, ON POJ 1HO; 
treeline@ntl.sympatico.ca. 

Markham, Ont., St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Don Muir, 50 Wynford 
Dr., Toronto, ON M3C 1J7;416-441-1111 or 
1-800-619-7301 ext.223; dmuir@presbyterian. 
ca; www.standrews-markham.ca/search.htm. 

Mississauga, Ont., Dixie Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Reid Chudley, PO Box 
16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 1Z0; 519-855-6216; 
r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

Mississauga, Ont., St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Peter Barrow, 
24 Stavebank Rd.N., Mississauga, ON L5G 2715; 
905-278-8907; standrewspc@bellnet.ca. 

Nobleton, Ont., St. Paul's Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Chris Carter, 13190 
Keele St., King City, ON L7B 142; 905-833-2325; 


The Synod of Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario is 
seeking a Regional Staff Person who will: 


Develop Leaders in congregations and presbyteries; Stir up Missional 
Vision in the congregations and presbyteries; Seek out and promote 
new church development and mission opportunities. 


The successful candidate will have a demonstrated ability in leading 
congregational change, a willingness to learn and grow as the position 
necessitates, and be prepared to travel within the large geographical 


area that is the Synod. 


To learn more about this adventure or to apply, send covering letter and 


profile to: 


Peter Bush, Regional Staff Search Comm., 
197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1. 
Applications will be received until April 30, 2008. 
(204) 837-5706; peterwwpres@mts.net 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
Notices are $40 for one-time; $25 for four 
insertions or more. Deadline to have your notice 
added is six weeks prior to month; so, for May 2008 
the deadline will be Mar. 15th, 2008. 


cmcacarter@rogers.com. 

Peterborough, Ont., St.Giles and South Mo- 
naghan and Centreville Presbyterian Church; 
Full-time minister for two-point charge; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Paul D. Johnston, 

22 Hillview Dr., Bobcaygeon, ON KOM 1A0; 
705-738-6424; knoxpres.paul@bellnet.ca. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Stephen’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o Knox 
College, 59 St.George St., Toronto, ON MéS 


sic STUDIOS fe Soon 


ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 
IN STAINED GLASS 
(905) 669-4244 
UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET 
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 127 


Attention! Leaders 
of Worship Music 


Resources available from 


The Royal Canadian 
College of Organists: 
an educational institution 


supporting generations of 
Church and synagogue musicians. 


Educational and Diploma Programs 
Scholarships for Young Musicians 
Organ and Choral Resources 


Employment References & 
Position Listings 


Visit our website at www.rcco.ca 
416.929.6400 


March 2008 | Presbyterian Record 4/7 


VACANCIES 


2E6; s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Richmond Hill, Ont., Richmond Hill Presbyte- 
rian Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Daniel 
Scott, 39 Saint Ave., Bradford,ON L3Z 3E6; 
905-775-7274; ddscott@rogers.com. 

Scarborough, Ont., Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Interim Moderator Rev. Ann Blane, 
1300 Danforth Rd., Scarborough,ON M1J 
1E8; 416-267-7897. 

West Toronto Presbytery, York Memorial; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Dr.Lance Odland, 11 


Cross St., Toronto, ON MON 2B8; 416-241-9533; 


lance@westonpresbyterianchurch.com. 


Synod of Southwestern Ontario 


Ancaster, St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator Rev. 


Anne Yee-Hibbs, c/o Erskine Presbyterian 


Church, 19 Pearl St. N., Hamilton, ON L8R 2Y6; 


synodaec@on.aibn.com. 


Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 


Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 11 
White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@bfree.on.ca. 

Burlington, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. 


Philip Wilson, c/o Trinity Presbyterian Church, 


720 Ninth Ave., Hamilton, ON L8T 2A3; 
905-385-5984; revomw@auracom.com. 
Caledonia, Caledonia Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeff Chalmers, 117 
Argyle St.N., Caledonia, ON N3W 1B8; 
905-765-4524; jeff.chalmers@ontario.ca. 


Chatsworth, St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church; 


Dornoch, Latona Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Michelle 
Butterfield-Kocis, c/o Westminister 
Presbyterian Church, PO Box 359, 
Paisley, ON NOG 2NO; 519-353-6020; 
Westminster.stpaul@bmts.com. 


Hamilton, MacNab St.; Rev. George Robertson, 
80 Mill St.N., PO Box 221,Waterdown,ON LOR 


2H0; 905-689-8115; rev.george@bellnet.ca. 


Hamilton, New Westminster; Half-time; Rev. R. 
Docherty, c/o St. John’s Presbyterian Church, 


10 Mountain St., Grimsby, ON L3M 3J6; 


905-945-5352; admin@stjohnsgrimsby.com. 


London, St. Lawrence; Half-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Lynn Nichol, 783 Victoria 
St., London, ON NS5Y 4C9; 519-434-2476; 
briarhill33@yahoo.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox Presbyterian Church; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Catherine Calkin, 3403 


Perth Rd. 130,R.R. 2, St. Pauls, ON NOK 1V0; 


519-393-6395; calkin@quadro.net. 


Molesworth, St. Andrew’s; Part-time position; 


John Zondag, 220 Livingstone Ave.N., 
Listowel, ON N4W 1P9; 519-291-4690; 


48 Presbyterian Record 


jzondag@wightman.ca. 

Port Dover, Knox and Hagersville, St. Andrew's 
(two-point charge); Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Morden, Knox Presbyterian Church, 
2058 Main St.N., Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0; 
519-587-2565; knoxchal@bellnet.ca. 

Sarnia, Paterson Memorial; Vacancy begins 
April 1,2008; Rev. Ena Van Zoren, PO Box 
421,Wyoming,ON NON 1T0; 519-845-1931; 
enavanz@gmail.com. 

Simcoe, St. Paul’s; Rev. Dr. Stan Cox, Interim 
Moderator c/o St. Paul’s Presbyterian 
Church, 85 Lot St., Simcoe, ON N3Y 1$4; 
519-426-1845; sppc@kwic.com; 
www.stpaulssimcoe.com. 

Stoney Creek, Heritage Green; Half-time 
position; Interim Moderator Rev. Bob 
Geddes, c/o The South Gate Presbyterian 
Church, 120 Claredon Ave., Hamilton, ON 
LOA 3A5; 905-385-7444; 
bobgeddes@mountaincable.net. 

Thornbury, St. Paul's; Rev. Alice Wilson, PO 
Box 20004, Hanover, ON NAN 371; 
standrews@wightman.ca. 

Wallaceburg, Knox Presbyterian; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Mike Maroney, c/o 
First Presbyterian Church, 60 Fifth St., 
Chatham, ON N7M 4V7; 519-352-2313; 
maroney@firstchatham.org. 

Woodstock, Knox; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Lonnie Atkinson, c/o St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church, 56 Thames St. S., 
Ingersoll, ON N5C 289; 519-485-3390; 
stpauls@execulink.com. 


Synod of Manitoba and 

Northwestern Ontario 

Regional Staff Personnel, Convenor; Search 
Committee Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 

Brandon, Man., First Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Paul Sakasov, 

338 11th St.E., Brandon, MB R7A 5W7; 
204-727-2385; paul@pcbrandon.com. 

Carberry, Man., Knox-Zion Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jean Bryden, 808 
9th St. NW, Portage la Prairie, MB R1N 3L3; 
204-857-4815; jbryden@mts.net. 

Selkirk, Man., Knox Presbyterian Church; Inte- 
rim Moderator Rev. Robert Murray, PO Box 
222,Pinawa,MB ROE 1L0; 204-753-8439; 
pcf@granite.mb.ca. 


Synod of Saskatchewan 
Saskatoon, Circle West; Parkview; Rev. Amanda 


Currie, 436 Spadina Cres. E, Saskatoon, SK S7K 
3G6; 306-242-0525; standrews@sasktel.net. 
Weyburn, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Tae-Wook (Jonathan) Kwon; PO Box 7, 
Grenfell, SK SOG 2B0; 306-697-2612; 
joyktw@hotmail.com. 
Synod of Alberta and the Northwest 
Chauvin, Alta., Westminster and Wainwright, 
Alta., St. Andrew’s Pastoral Charge; Rev. 
Stephen Haughland, PO Box 663, Killam, AB 
TOB 2L0; 780-385-2147; tepkje@telus.net. 
Edmonton, Alta., Callingwood Road Presbyte- 
rian Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Bob 
Calder, 6607 31st Ave., Edmonton, AB T6K 
4B3; 780-462-2446; crpc2007@gmail.com. 
Edmonton, Alta., Strathcona Presbyterian 
Church; www.spchurch.ca; Interim Mode- 
rator Rev. Annabelle Wallace, 423-14259 
50th St. NW, Edmonton, AB T5A 5J2; 
780-633-0170; annabellew@shaw.ca. 


Synod of British Columbia 

North Vancouver, St. Andrew’s and St. Stephen’s 
Presbyterian Church; Rev. Dr. Brian J. Fraser, 
Interim Moderator, 1402-1327 East Keith 
Rd., North Vancouver, BC V7J 3T5; 
fraser@growingchurches.org. 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Vancouver, Chinese Presbyterian Church, 
Associate Minister, English ministry; 

Rev. Dr. Ted Siverns; 604-530-2401; 
tsiverns@lightspeed.ca. 

Vancouver, Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church; 
Co-Interim Moderators Revs. Joyce and Glen 
Davis, 6040 lona Dr., Vancouver, BC V6T 2E8; 
604-822-9807; gdavis@vst.edu. 


Obituaries 


BRAGG, Anna Grace (Mackay), died 
peacefully in Penticton, B.C. November 
20, 2007 predeceased by her husband 
Rev. Dr. Edward Bragg. Grace was born 
in Saskatoon, Sask.; taught school there 
and in Vancouver, B.C. In 1948 joined 
the WMS staff and was appointed first 
regional secretary in B.C. Grace was a 
gracious hostess and support to Edward 
in the congregations where they served: 
St. Andrew’s, Quebec City, Que., St. 
Stephen’s, Creston, B.C. and St. Andrew’s 
Penticton, B.C. and served on the Board 
of Presbyterian College Montreal, Que. 
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Grace will be remembered for her faithful 
Christian witness. 


GRIBBEN, Donald Albert, a local busi- 
nessman who was very active in the 
life of Mount Pleasant Presbyterian 
Church including service as an elder for 
35 years and as the Representative Elder 
for Knox and Mount Pleasant Presbyte- 
rian Churches for the Presbytery of Paris 
,passed away on November 13, 2007. 


MCAVOY, Gloria, elder, long-time member 
and dear friend of St. Columba Presbyte- 
rian Church, Hamilton, Ont. 


MCLEOD, Rev. Wilfred A., 1917-2007. 
Wilfred Allan McLeod was born in 
Alberta to Scottish parents. He had one 
younger brother Earl Alexander. Wilfred 
spoke the Gaelic language, something 
he learned from his grandmother. When 
Wilfred and his family moved from the 
harsh realities of the climate in the West, 
they settled in Waterloo County. Only 
a short time after their move, Wilfred’s 
father died of Pneumonia, leaving his 
young wife to raise two young boys. 
From the time he was eight to 18, 
Wilfred attended the Mennonite Church. 
The spiritual formation and perspective 
he received during his formative years 
stood him in good stead throughout 
his ministry. During his time at Stirling 
Avenue Mennonite Church he met and 
later married Ruby Cressman. His uncle 
who was a Presbyterian minister lured 
Wilfred back into the Presbyterian Church. 
At Wilfred’s request, the Mission Board 
provided him with ministry opportunities 
throughout Ontario and Western Canada. 
He graduated from Knox College in 1950 
and was ordained into the Ministry of 
Word and Sacraments in the same year 
after receiving a call from St. Paul’s Pres- 
byterian Church in Wiarton, Ont. During 
his sojourn in Wiarton, Wilfred and Ruby 
became parents to David and Stuart. From 
Wiarton, Wilfred became the minister 
at St. Andrew’s, Welland, Ont. In 1967 
Wilfred became the Minister of St. John 
Church in Hamilton, Ont. While there 
his wife and son Stuart were killed in a 
carbon monoxide accident. As a result of 
this accident, Wilfred left the ministry for 
a time and worked for the Social Welfare 


OBITUARIES 
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teach, reach, and foster, in an 


We, a community of redeemed sinners at St. Andrew’s & St. Stephen’s 
Presbyterian Church in North Vancouver, British Columbia, invite you to consider 
ministering with us, an inter-generational, mid-sized congregation of 250-300 members 
and adherents serving within an affluent, diverse, multi-cultural urban setting on 
Canada’s west coast. 


We understand ourselves to be a God-centred, Christ-like, Spirit-filled community 
church, actively serving and nurturing one another and our neighbours. We are seeking 
a servant teacher who will help us fulfill that calling even more faithfully. 


If God, in Christ through the Spirit, is exciting an interest 
in exploring this possibility further, please contact: 


The Rev. Dr. Brian J. Fraser 
Interim Moderator 

c/o #1402 — 1327 East Keith Road 
North Vancouver, BC V7J3T5 
604-924-9650 
fraser@growingchurches.org 


Www.sasspc.bc.ca 


Services of Hamilton-Wentworth. 

He met Margaret Harper while supply 
preaching in Hagersville, Ont., and they were 
married. After a brief ministry in Wiarton, 
Wilfred returned to Waterloo to do further 
study at Wilfred Laurier University and then 
became associate minister at McNab Street 
Presbyterian Church in Hamilton, Ont. 
He retired from MacNab in 1989. Interim 
ministries followed: Brantford, Ancaster 
and Cambridge, Ont. Wilfred was given the 
honour of Minister Emeritus of St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, Hespeler. 


Wilfred was a gentle, compassionate 
and caring person. He will be remem- 
bered for his vitality, amazing memory 
and his concerns for the poor, the hungry 
and the oppressed not only in Canada 
but abroad. During his ministry he never 
failed to proclaim his love and devotion 
to his Lord and Saviour. Wilfred was an 
inspiration to all who knew him. Wilfred 
died on Saturday, December 22, 2007 in 
his ninetieth year. He is survived by his 
wife Margaret, his son David and several 
nieces and nephews. @ 
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FROM THE 
MODERATOR 


Core Beliefs 


Myths underline the moral and supernatural laws. 


BY REV. DR. J. H. HANS KOUWENBERG 


Even in Abbotsford, B.C., as in the 

rest of Canada, the leaves have 
fallen from the trees, some snow has 
fallen on the ground, the temperature 
dips a little below freezing and the 
wind is often cold. Getting up while 
it is still dark to face the short, often 
dreary, days of winter is a bit tougher 
for most of us. 

As there’s been some recent discus- 
sion about the substance and language 
we use about the core beliefs of our 
holy Christian faith in these pages, 
I thought I’d offer a few thoughts of 
my own. On the one hand, I want to 
be precise and certain about the basic 
historicity and truth of the Lord, Jesus 
Christ, in whom I put my trust. On the 
other hand, I want to admit that the 
language of myth and metaphor is also 
a part of my faith. 

Just because something happened 
in history and is, therefore, profoundly 
true, does not mean it cannot be 
spoken of with awe and ambiguity, 
mystery and metaphor. This is, in fact, 
the way of much of the language and 
the literary forms of the Bible. 

C.S. Lewis, himself a master of 
myth and metaphor, acknowledged 
that the incarnation and _ resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ really happened; 
nevertheless, the best of his writing, 
like his famous Chronicles of Narnia, 


JE to you in the dead of winter. 
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speaks in the hushed and jubilant, 
yet more nuanced tones of meta- 
phor. Once upon a time, in the world 
of Narnia, Aslan, a magnificent and 
majestic representative of the king of 
the animal world, lived and loved chil- 
dren of all ages, yet he ended up dying 
a miserable death upon a stone table 
to save a rather nasty boy. But he was 
not gone forever. Rediscovered by the 
children of Narnia, he came back to 
life even more powerful and near than 
ever before. 

Wayne Martindale of Wheaton 
College, Illinois, where many of Lewis’s 
papers can be found, wrote this about 
Lewis’s love for and growing under- 
standing of myth: 

Popularly, “myth” refers to ... 
ancient fictional stories with super- 
natural characters and fantastic 
events. These stories often embody the 
values of a culture and were at times 
accorded religious status. Such myths 
were Lewis’s delight from his earliest 
days, especially Norse mythology. In 
[his spiritual autobiography] Lewis 
recounted how myth ... awakened in 
him a longing for other worlds and 
was one of the conduits for [what he 
called] “joy.” At first his lumping of 
Christianity with the pagan myths 
kept him from finding the source 
of [his ultimate] longing (God and 
heaven) until his early thirties. 

Recounting his conversion to life- 
long friend, Arthur Greeves, Lewis 
explained he’d always found the 
notion of a god dying for his subjects 
and coming back to life very moving 
when he encountered it in the pagan 
myths ... [They] moved him because 
they suggested a reality which he 
at some level must have thought or 
felt to be true, but to which he had 


given no assent. Lewis explained 
a large part of his conversion was 
his learning from his friends J.R.R. 
Tolkien and Hugo Dyson that Chris- 
tianity was like the myths he loved, 
except here it is a “true myth.” The 
pagan myths were human myths; the 
Gospels are God’s myth: the stories 
happen in actual human history. 
Some may be disturbed at Lewis’s 
use of myth as a term applied to 
Christianity. Make no mistake: from 
1931 to his death, Lewis was firmly 
committed to the historicity of Jesus 
and [the core beliefs of] the Bible. He 
put the whole weight of his belief and 
hope in it. [But] the great advantage 
is [that this allowed] him to make 
two important points about truth and 
how we apprehend it. First, it under- 
girds the concept that the ... moral 
law and supernatural order [are] 
always present in human thinking 
[and writing]. Second, in myth we 
experience imaginatively, in the 
concreteness of the story, something 
which would be abstract if translated 
out.—The C. S. Lewis Readers’ Ency- 
clopedia, ed. Jeffrey D. Schulz et al 
It is spring. A long, dark winter 
gives way to the light and the warmth 
of a brilliant sun climbing in a bright, 


Se 


blue sky. The earth is alive and ablaze — 


with green and the multitude of other 
spring colours. 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
Alleluia! = 


Hans Kouwenberg 
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BENEDICTION 


Stitched Glass, a three-part knitted 
stained glass ‘window,’ was created by 
Kirk Dunn. Pictured is the 5.5 ft by 8.5 ft 
completed Christian window. (The Judaic 
and Muslim windows are still to come.) 
The window tells the story of what 
Dunn says is the “schism between, " 
what Jesus Christ said and did “5° 
and what the organized 

church throughout 


history has done.” 
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lelpline 


1-866-642-2830 


thevine@presbyterian.ca 


Looking for help in your congregation? 
Information? Support? Leadership? 


The Vine Helpline: Connecting people, places and programs offers help to lay people and clergy in the 
areas of ministry with children and youth * worship resources ° educational ministry - congregational 
development - eldership training - evangelism and outreach - leadership development 


Toll-free access is available Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. eastern time. 
All requests will be answered promptly by the next business day or before. 


Want more information? Look for Vine Q&A on www.presbyterian.ca 
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The Lord God took the man and put him in 
the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 
Genesis 2:15 
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FOR THE 
RECORD 


GOD'S 


CREATION 


orty years ago I remember doing 

elementary school projects on pollu- 

tion, cutting out pictures from Time 
and the other news magazines that came into 
our house. 

So, why are we still facing this issue of global 
warming? We can’t claim we didn’t understand 
what we were doing to the environment. 

And where was the church? Indeed, where 
is the church? 

Of all the issues that gripped Christianity 
in my youth, I don’t recall environmentalism being high 
among them. 

It’s hardly surprising then that secular society has its 
own sharp critique of Christianity, pointing out that at the 
very beginning of our scriptures, God gives humankind 
“dominion” over the rest of Creation. 

This, they argue, is what led Western Christian society to 
think it could use Creation for its own ends, ultimately unbri- 
dled capitalism. While much of this is cheap rhetoric, they 
have a point. The philosophical underpinnings of Western 
society are certainly Christian. 

We have been sinfully selective in applying our ethics to 
our conduct in the world, being complicit in pillaging the 
earth to gain our riches. 

Add to that baggage our own culpability. For example, our 
buildings have a heavy ecological footprint. Newer structures 
may be designed for multiple uses, but many older churches 
are a disaster because they have only one use (worship), and 
that by too few people in too large a building with too high 
ceilings where all the heat goes. 

Greening our faith is going to take considerable time 
and effort. 

In the meantime, in place of Christianity, secularists gave 
us the Earth goddess, Gaia. Developed in the 1960s, the Gaia 
hypothesis came to prominence through the 70s. But for all 
its romantic allure, this theory has one overwhelming flaw: 
Gaia has a finite existence. In the end, everything will just 
dissolve into bits of dark matter floating in space. 

Christians, on the other hand, have such a hopeful alter- 
native, yet one they rarely employ. 

Most of what passes for Christianity’s theological 
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Everything comes from 
and is returned to the 
Lord. BY DAVID HARRIS 


approach to the environment amounts to 
referencing a few biblical passages about God 
being the creator of everything, whether it be 
the creation of the world in Genesis or various 
references in the psalms, such as Psalm 24: 
“The earth is the Lord’s and all that therein is,” 
as one of the older poetic translations puts it. 

The weakness of relying solely on these 
passages is that they leave us open to the charge 
(perhaps even the temptation!) of viewing the 
world paternalistically. Father knows best and we 
know what Father knows; we'll take care of it. 

It also fails to integrate Creation into redemption and 
so into heaven, creating an unintended dualism between 
the stuff of this world—matter—and the stuff of the next— 
spiritual existence. Such a dualism has always formally been 
rejected by Christians and its articulation regarded as heresy. 
But it is nevertheless a commonly encountered belief. 

The alternative is to see the Incarnation, Resurrection and 
Ascension of Jesus as more than just a template for faithful 
believers. As Jesus says in the all-too-often forgotten verse 
John 3:17: “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through Him.” 

Christianity takes the body so seriously, that it teaches 
God became united to humanity in a body and took a refined 
(“imperishable,” as Paul puts it in 1 Corinthians 15) form 
of that body into the eternal divine life. It sees the body as 
integral to the human person who ultimately gets to enjoy 
God “face to face” without being annihilated by the over- 
whelming divinity. 

The ancient Greek philosophers and the Hebrew people 
knew everything came from God and that it was therefore 
good. The problem was how it could return back to God as 
they knew it somehow must. 

The unique Christian message is that it returns through the 
life and work of Jesus. As His “body on earth” our calling is, in 
some sense, to work at returning God’s creation back to God. 

That is a most holy calling in relation to a most holy 
creation. 
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Don't pass judgement 
Re Living with Gardasil, February 

I am a Family Health Team Nurse 
and also trained in Parish Nursing. 
I am very passionate about health 
promotion and disease prevention. 
I am familiar with Gardasil, I discuss 
Gardasil with patients, and as a health 
care professional I do not pass judg- 
ment or opinion on patients one way 
or another. I recommend patients 
educate themselves and make their 
own decisions. 

The article reads, “With measles, 
chicken pox, polio or the mumps, trans- 
mission is through everyday human 
intercourse.” I believe the writer meant 
everyday human interaction. 

Gardasil is offered, not mandatory. 
Gardasil does not allow for unpro- 
tected sexual contact. In fact it gives 
health care providers opportunity 
to inform patients about the risks of 
sexual contact and allows for more 
conversation about intimacy consider- 
ation towards others. 

I won’t debate the relationship to 
scripture. I won’t pretend to be theo- 
logically well versed. I am however 
thankful that humankind has evolved 
from some early scripture traditions. 

I wouldn’t want to lead anyone’s 
daughter or son away from arich vision 
of the good that is handed down to us 
in scripture and tradition. I believe it 
remains our role as parents to share 
what is good and right for our chil- 
dren, youth and adults with respect to 
sexual intimacy, Christians and all. 

CATHERINE HANSEN, VIA EMAIL 


Gardasil article author Rev. Roland De 
Vries seems to have confused a public 
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health program—namely the preven- 
tion of human papilloma virus infection 
by a vaccine—with a license to engage 
in “unprotected sexual contact.” 

Human papilloma virus is a cause 
of cervical cancer. Yes, one can have a 
greater chance of acquiring the virus if 
one has unprotected intercourse with 
multiple sexual partners, but women 
can be exposed to it after marriage— 
by just one partner. Furthermore, the 
vaccine does not protect against a host 
of other sexually transmitted diseases— 
some of which can cause permanent 
sterility and others of which could cause 
death. It is therefore, patently absurd 
and false to suggest that this vaccina- 
tion program “... is intended to allow 
a very specific form of behaviour while 
mitigating the harm that might other- 
wise result from it.” No public health 
worker, for even a moment, is going to 
be recommending unprotected sexual 
contact on the basis of a person having 
received Gardasil. Such a recommen- 
dation would be contrary to all public 
health thinking on this subject. 

To deny young women the protec- 
tion of a simple vaccine that can prevent 
a deadly form of cancer because of how 
this might lead them to behave smacks 
of the worst kind of paternalism that 
I had hoped had vanished long ago— 
especially among our clergy. 

PAUL E. COOPER, MD, LONDON, ONT 


Spiritual Gifts 
Re On His Own Needs, January 

I have been praying the Prayer of 
Jabez for seven-plus years. As a single 
working woman living a modest life, 
I’m far from rich—I don’t have a car 
or home of my own. Why doesn’t God 
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grant my request? Well actually, He 
has, He does and always will. 

Here’s what I pray: O Lord God that 
you would bless me indeed (however 
you choose to do it) and enlarge my 
territory (help me to be more and do 
more for you); that your hand would 
be with me (thank you that you help 
me to do whatever you call me to do), 
and that you would keep me from evil 
(so that I may not cause any harm or 
pain, to you, to others, or to myself). 

Here’s how God has answered: I 
tithe and give generously, I support a 
child through World Vision, I volun- 
teer at a centre for the poor and disen- 
franchised in downtown Toronto, I am 
involved in many church programs, | 
am an intercessor for family, friends, 
fellow believers and unsaved souls. | 
gave my life to Christ in February 2000, 
and I have come a long way—I look 
forward to the rest of the journey. 

Anyone who prays the Jabez’ 
prayer expecting to get rich may be 
disappointed; or he/she may get those 
riches and find life unsatisfying and 
wonder why. Blessings are not only 
material goods; they are spiritual gifts, 
ministry opportunities, kindnesses. 
I have been praying Jabez’ prayer for 
my church as well, and exciting things 
are happening—slowly but surely— 
and I believe this is in part to my Jabez 
prayer as well as intercessory prayers. 
This prayer is like any other—we say 
it and ask God to hear and answer, but 
we leave the specifics to Him by faith. 

VERA PETKOVSKY, TORONTO 
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Eye Contact and Pleasantries 
Re Living on the Edge, February 

Let me share one in a recent series 
of mission moments at Fallingbrook 
Presbyterian. The mission committee 
used four “mission moments” to 
present the issue of homelessness to 
our congregation. In the final one 
of these talks Jan, who is relatively 
new to our congregation, inspired us 
with her witness to people “Living 
on the Edge.” What does it mean to 
do justice and walk humbly with our 
God? I think that on her walks along 
Queen Street in the Beaches area 
of Toronto, Jan brings that verse to 
life. On these walks, she encounters 
the homeless and poor of our city. 
Eye contact and a brief exchange 
of pleasantries are important for 
building relationships with each of 
the people she meets. Sometimes Jan 
gives them change or a hug or stops 
for a longer conversation as she goes 
on her way. Because Jan knows of the 
work of Evangel Hall, Jan and Louise 
(another member of the committee) 
had cards made up to give out to 
those who they feel might benefit 
from a little more support than 
they can offer. These cards, which 
resemble business cards, list the 
services provided by the Hall on one 
side and give a set of directions and a 
map on the other side. In a large city 
like Toronto it is easy to ignore those 
who are “Living on the Edge.” Jan 
has chosen not to. 

LIZ STARK, SCARBOROUGH, ONT. 


Living just outside of Victoria, we see 
many of the issues of other urban 
centres. With the milder climate, 
Victoria seems to attract a lot of tran- 
sient travelers from other provinces. 
While I agree with the editorial— 
The Cracks of Society—my comment 
is directed under the What are We to 
Do? portion. The second recommenda- 
tion suggests giving the homeless your 
spare loonies and toonies is not some- 
thing that I agree with. Too often these 
loonies and toonies go to supporting 
the addiction of the homeless person. 
I much prefer to buy that person a 
coffee or hot chocolate. Or, if time 
allows, spend some time with them 
in a coffee shop buying them a simple 
meal and allowing them time to warm 
up, getting to know them and their 
story. Also spending time in the local 
soup kitchens—that our high school 
supports with student volunteers—is 
also a great way of getting an under- 
standing of the homeless. 
TERESA MCFADYEN, BRENTWOOD BAY, B.C. 


Differing voices 

One thing I value about the Record is 
that it allows everyone to have a voice 
on any issue. Rev. Livingston’s letter 
in the February issue reminds me that 
it’s been a while since the word ‘homo- 
sexual’ has appeared in our magazine. It 
seems that Livingston would be happy 
to consider the status of homosexuals in 
our church settled. I hope and pray that 
it is not settled, and that articles like 
the book review by Will Ingram in the 
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October 2007 issue continue to result 


| in discussion and examination of this 


t 
| 


issue. Livingston complains that the 
author of Jesus, the Bible and Homo- 
sexuality exhibits a “liberal theological 
agenda” and a “leftward pilgrimage.” I 


tejoice in every article that evidences 
_ this pilgrimage on any subject—witness 
the refreshing Progressive Lectionary in 
January. 


Living Faith enjoins us to fight 
discrimination based on race, sex, age 
etc. Perhaps one day the words ‘sexual 
orientation’ will be included, and I will 


no longer have to defend my member- 
ship in a church whose stand on this 
issue I find disturbing and unjust. 


LESLIE SHAW, THUNDER BAY, ONT. 


A thank you is due Rev. Dr. J. Kevin 
Livingstone for his letter in the Record 
regarding the review of Jack Roger’s 
book. We don’t need books of this 
nature muddying the waters. Instead 
I give you The Case For the Real Jesus 
by Lee Strobel. 

The book addresses six challenges 
to Christianity: 
1. Scholars are uncovering a radically 
different Jesus in ancient documents 
just as credible as the four gospels 
2 The Bible’s portrait of Jesus can’t be 
trusted because the church tampered 
with the text 
3. New explanations have rejected 
Jesus’ resurrection 
4. Christianity’s belief about Jesus were 
copied from pagan religion 


5. Jesus was an imposter who failed to 
fulfill the messianic prophecies 

6. People should be free to pick and 
choose what to believe about Jesus 

All the above are answered by 
professors in the fields of ancient reli- 
gions, mythology, ancient history and 
the dating of ancient manuscripts. 

Of great interest is the author’s 
statement that, “It was my agnostic 
wife’s conversion to Christianity and 
the ensuing positive changes in her 
character that prompted me to search 
for the real Jesus.” 

Witnessing is so very important. 

G. MACKINTOSH, PORT COQUITLAM, B.C. 


Very Informative 
Re Afghanistan’s Dusty Hope, October 
Your article is very informative. 
Much as we decry war, the Taliban 
must be defeated. Women in partic- 
ular suffered when the Taliban ran the 
country. People demonstrating for with- 
drawal of troops need to be informed. 
The situation in Sudan is also 
terrible. 
G. MACKINTOSH, PORT COQUITLAM, B.C. 


More Virgin Birth... 
In December there was mention 
again of the virgin birth. What is the 
problem? Has no one heard of invitro 
fertilization? Surely God, the creator 
of the universe, would have no trouble 

doing what was required. 
ANONYMOUS, 
SOMEPLACE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Looking to Advertise in the Presbyterian Record? 
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A Future Feature 

We were happy to see Amy Maclachlan’s 
article Living On The Edge in February. It 
is a good thing to celebrate the missions 
and people who serve those who are so 
frequently forgotten in our society. 

While we recognize that it is not 
possible to feature all of the agencies 
that offer assistance, we lament the 
omission of Portland Place, a Presbyte- 
rian mission in downtown Toronto. 

Since 1991 Portland Place Non 
Profit Housing has provided 46 units of 
secure, rent geared to income housing 
for men, women and families who face 
a range of ongoing challenges that 
make finding and keeping appropriate 
housing extremely difficult. The tenants 
are welcomed into a community that 
offers in-house supports to enable them 
to stabilize their lives. They learn that 
they are honoured and valued. When 
they are assured that they are cared 
about, they, in turn, have an increased 
capacity to care about each other. More 
than just housing, they find a long- 
term home. They get to know and 
enjoy each other at community meals, 
movies and seasonal social events. Life 
skills such as budgeting, shopping, 
laundry and cooking, are learned in 
one on one sessions or in small groups. 
Everyone gets a birthday cake. Some of 
the most moving events are the memo- 
rial services when the tenants share 
their memories of a neighbour who 
will be profoundly missed. Functioning 
like a large family, the tenants, staff and 
volunteers share the joys and sorrows 
of life together. 

We would invite and encourage 
staff of the Record to visit Portland 
Place to experience first hand the sense 
of community that flourishes there. 


REV. DR. CHARLOTTE STUART, 
CHAIR, PORTLAND PLACE, TORONTO 


Editor Responds: 

Firstly, our apologies for missing Portland 
Place in our feature. We look forward to 
visiting soon. Secondly, we missed many 
other Presbyterian supported missions which 
are not located in Toronto and hope to bring 
those stories to these pages in short order. @ 
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People — Places 


For more People & Places submissions, please visit our website: 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


At its 75th anniversary the Dr. Marga- 
ret Strang WMS, First, Chatham, Ont., 
awarded Joan Fletcher the honour of 
a life-time membership. Some might 
say she has the WMS in her blood, sin- 
ce her mother and grandmother have 
also received the distinction. Helen 
Glassco presents Joan her citation.On 
our website catch a photo of a legacy 


Ron Fischer (centre) graduated from Presbyterian College, Montreal, last year but deci- 
ded to help out at Erskine, Ottawa, as they went through the very difficult process of clo- 
sing their church and amalgamating with Westminster. This February he was ordained 
by the Presbytery of Ottawa, when Rev. Jack Archibald preached and Rev. Shaun Seaman 
gave the charge. Fischer is moving to St. Andrew’s, Nanaimo, B.C. 

On our website, another photo. of WMS presidents. 


Kootenay Presbytery and St. Stephen’s, 


Grandfather Alexander Sutherland, a long-time member of St. George's, River John, N.S., Creston, B.C., were pleased to host a 
approached Rev. Jeanette Fleischer about being baptized on behalf of his partner, Sandy recognition service in February for 
Ashby. It seemed like a good idea and before you knew it eight members of the clan went Rev. Gwen Brown who is seen here 
to the font.It was a real joy, it was a wonderful day,” said Fleischer. Pictured: Sara Sutherland, between Presbytery Moderator Rev. 
Ashley Sutherland, Julie Sutherland, Fleischer, Casey Wulfe, David Sutherland (front), Braden Don Lindsay and Clerk of Session 
Wulfe, Ashby, Sutherland and Cara Sutherland. Colin Sharp. 
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Knox, New Westminster, B.C., isn’t 
amongst the larger churches in our 
denomination but it has one of the big- 
gest hearts, and imagination, and global 
reach. As the additional photos on our 
website will show, they really educated #7 
themselves about the work our church [oeeeeteeeee=s 
does around the world, and then had a 
fundraiser which collected $2,288.50 for 
PWS&D. It’s a fantastic story—the story 
of PWS&D and of Knox! Seen here: Rev. 
Michael Koslow- 
ski, Sylvia Ingalls, 
Shelly Chandler, 
Victoria Chandler, 
Sarah Riedner and 
Marcia Douglas. 


| AFRICA 


Rev. Dr. Alan McPherson was honoured with the title of Minister Eme- 
ritus by Central, Hamilton, Ont., where he was minister for 25 years. At 
the same service, the chapel which sits to the side of the sanctuary was 
named the McPherson Chapel in his honour. From left: Dr. Clyde Ervine, 
Kyra, Emily and Aimee, and behind them their grandparents, Alan and 
Maureen, plus Ms. Frances Searle, Clerk of Session. 

To learn more about McPherson's ministry, please see our website. 
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Cake of the month: Kenneth Thomson has served St. Gile’s Kingsway, 
Etobicoke, Ont., tirelessly as an elder and envelope secretary for over 30 
years, and also recently chaired the Leading With Care committee. He 
and Georgina deserve that cake! On our website, Ken gets a plaque. 


Had cake lately? 


See www.presbyterianrecord.ca for instructions on how 


to submit photos to People and Places in the digital age. 


How to Submit Images in a Digital Age: 
Digital cameras make it easy to take photo—click and 
within seconds you can share a precious moment with 
friends and family half way around the planet. But the 
new technology—cameras, computers, scanners, camera 
phones—also create new concerns, Programs designed 
to share photographs easily via email radically shrink the 
digital size of images so they are no longer publishable in 
a print magazine. Holding a camera at arm’s length, as we 
now do, instead of steady by the eye, means many pho- 
tos are out of focus. Instructions continue on our website, 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
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A young member of the Bull Rock Dancers enlivens the Grand Entry Procession in Ottawa’s Museum of Civilization where the 
Aboriginal and Church Leaders’ Tour had its first stop on March 2. An estimated 500 people were in attendance. The second 
stop in Vancouver was also very well attended. The Record will feature the tour in the May 2008 issue. 


Formulating Identity 


LMA continues thinking about the future. BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


“WE HAVE TO RE-FORMULATE our 
identity,” Rev. Daniel Cho told the 
Life and Mission Agency Committee 
in March. “And how it is articulated 
and communicated to ourselves and 
others, because that perception will 
reflect and influence our work.” 
The comment was spurred on by 
a visitor to his congregation who said 
that one of her Presbyterian relatives 
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told her not to talk about Jesus too 
much while visiting because “Pres- 
byterians don’t do that.” 

“T think sometimes we get caught 
up in the ‘isms’ and forget about 
the mission we are called to carry 
out,” said Cho, committee convener. 
“What a disservice we do to ourselves 
when we don’t embrace the freedom 
within our identity. It limits us and 


how we do things. It would be an 
advantage for us to re-visit our iden- 
tity; it helps us change, and to com- 
municate God’s message through us 
in different ways.” 

Women’s Missionary Society 
president Druse Bryan reported that 
the society is currently embarking 
on a visioning process, and evaluat- 
ing their membership and finances. 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


They have sent out a questionnaire to 
members and the WMS executive will 
discuss the responses at their next 
meeting to “discern what God has in 
store for the WMS.” 

Ann Taylor, president of the Atlan- 
tic Mission Society, also reported that 
it is a time of transition and identity- 
searching for the AMS. Members have 
expressed how important fellowship 
is to them and their groups, and the 
executive meeting in April will focus 


“| think sometimes we get 
caught up in the ‘isms’ and forget 
about the mission we are 

called to carry out” 


on fostering this fellowship, as well 
as developing groups and small group 
ministries. The society is excited 
about a youth initiative done in con- 
junction with Camp Geddie, where 
four youth being trained as camp 
leaders will also receive training as 
“youth mission animators” who will 
then travel to congregations and 
presbyterials to speak on mission and 
mission education, and how mission 
can be brought to life (“animated”) to 
children and youth. 

The recent decision of the WMS 
to cut back on its funding of regional 
staff from $400,000 to $200,000 be- 
ginning in 2009 precipitated the on- 
going talks about regional staff. The 


LMA, along with the WMS, hired a 
consultant in 2007 to review the re- 
gional staffing model that has been in 
place since 1994. The committee had 
an opportunity to review this report 
and its recommendations. The WMS 
was set to review the consultant’s re- 
port at their Council Executive meet- 
ing in mid-March. A joint report was 
submitted to the Assembly Council 
at the end of March. The final report 
will be submitted to the General As- 
sembly in June. A copy of the final 
report will also be sent to the region- 
al staff and their respective regional 
staffing committees. 

The committee also discussed sev- 
eral possible responses to an overture 
sent by the Presbytery of Seaway- 
Glengarry asking for national, ongo- 
ing funding to Presbyterian camps. 
Committee members agreed that 
camping is a valuable, much-needed 
ministry of the church. They sympa- 
thized with camps and the challeng- 
es they face, mostly which stem from 
financial worries. The committee’s 
comments will help formulate a final 
response to take to General Assembly 
in June. 

Concerns were also heard about 
the church’s new website; and the 
search continues for a new associ- 
ate secretary for the Communi- 
cations and Resource Production 
department. @ 


Heart, Mind & Soul: 


Love God, en? Yourself, Love Others 


A Conference and 


treat-for Presbyterian Wofnen in Leadership. 4 


Contact information: hee Aivinciooulmontreat@oeral worm, Fb4e2y 


Ona Sniuked 


= Af f 


For all women leaders: clergy, elders, Christian ERAS TOR lay Perey clergy 
spouses, ete 
A time for networking, equipping, and learning strategies for whole person health. 
An initiative of the Women in Ministry Committee 


h 


(514) 227-2150 


Did you know? 


“Flying on Your Own” is a three- 
day workshop that is designed 
for personal growth and healing. 
It was created for Aboriginal 
people by Aboriginal people. 


Each year WICM sends 10 individ- 
uals to participate in a “Flying 

on Your Own” workshop. Each 
person examines how he or she 
uses avoidance and holds negative 
beliefs about themselves. Each 
one considers ways 

to heal and develop gne t 
positive feelings. yy | We 


Our facilitators are § 
two highly regarded 


WICM 


Aboriginal women. 
They bring with 
them wisdom and 
the use of traditional teachings 
to help individuals develop self 
esteem and begin their journey 
to wholeness. 


There are many stories about the 
impact this essential program has 
on the lives of participants. Perhaps 
this is best summed up by a very 
moving comment, “No one knew 
what a wonderful smile she had 
until she took the program.” 


The cost to send one individual 
to “Flying on Your Own” is $250. 


Can you help? 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 
Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 


P. O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB_ R3C 447 


Flora House 204-586-5494 
Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 


204- ee Stel 


e registration: #862942554RR0001 
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NEWS 


The Health of 


Women in Ministry 


Seeking the heart, mind and soul of leadership. By DARA THOMPSON GOULET 


ABOUT A YEAR AGO, a group of female 
students at Presbyterian College, Mon- 
treal were discussing how we man- 
aged our lives outside of school. We 
shared our experiences of answering 
God’s call by meeting the demands of 
student life while also being wife or 
mother, single woman or friend, and 
in many cases, living far away from 
home in order to do so. We laughed 
and groaned as we swapped stories. 
Yet as we witnessed a new sense of 
solidarity emerging, we learned that 
we were not alone. 

So when we heard about the 
Women in Ministry Committee’s 
plans to hold a retreat on Church 
Leader Health, we immediately want- 
ed to be involved. The Heart, Mind & 
Soul Conference and Retreat at Pres- 
byterian College (May 27-30, 2008) 
will provide, as one of my fellow or- 
ganizers Katherine Burgess said, “vital 


Foodgrains 


THE ONTARIO BRANCH of the Cana- 
dian Foodgrains Bank is celebrating 
its 25th anniversary this year with a 
celebration on June 22 to be held at 
Country Heritage Park near Milton, 
Ont. A catered chicken and rib bar- 
beque will be served at 5:30. Seating 
is limited and tickets are available be- 
fore June 8 for $30. 

Organizers of the anniversary 
event are putting together a presenta- 
tion of the history of the Foodgrains 
Bank in Ontario, and are asking for 
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importance of time away, of time with 
like-minded people, of re-creation 
and recreation.” Another organizer, 
Barbara Duguid, likewise insisted, 
“Like Mary, I need to depart and be 
with Elizabeth for a while. Like Jesus, 
I need to step aside and make time to 
commune with God.” 


“This is one way to think outside 
the box. It gives the churcha 
chance to do something different” 


Marion Taylor, Old Testament pro- 
fessor at Wycliffe College, recently 
spoke at our college. She insisted that 
“our foremothers of faith” interpreted 
scripture differently than did men be- 
cause their experiences differed. Taylor 
encouraged the women and men in 
the audience to look to these role mod- 
els to understand what these women 
wrestled with and what they learned. 


She further explained that “women 
look to women for learning.” 

The new circumstances of minis- 
try in the 21st century require us to 
respond creatively and to pool our 
resources not only to survive, but to 
flourish. If you are a woman in a lead- 
ership position within the Presbyteri- 
an Church, we invite you to join us in 
benefiting from the deep reservoir of 
wisdom, knowledge and experience 
found in our contemporary church, 
with the hopes that our time together 
will lead to deeper Christian strength 
of the heart, mind, and soul. g 


Dara Thompson Goulet is a student at 
the Presbyterian College. The Women in 
Ministry Committee of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada invites all women 
in leadership to join us for networking, 
equipping, restoration, and _ learning 
strategies for whole person health. 


turns 25 


supporters to email or mail photos of 
people and Foodgrains Bank-related 
activities for the presentation. Please 
identify the people, place, activity 
and the year. Photos will be returned 
if an address is printed on the back. 
Deadline for pictures is May 17. 

Other CFGB events: 

Annual Spring Food Justice Work- 
shops: Various Ontario locations 
between April 14 and 18. These work- 
shops on biofuels will be led by CFGB’s 
policy advisor Paul Hagerman, who 


has extensive experience working 
with farmers in Canada and the devel- 
oping world. 

Second Annual Food Justice Event, 
April 24-27: Held at Hidden Acres 
Camp near New Hamburg, Ont., 
this weekend event will explore the 
intersection of food, faith and justice 
through a combination of plenary 
sessions and smaller group activities. 

For more information please visit 
www.foodgrainsbank.ca. m —with files 
from CFGB 
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Trinity, Oro 
Survives 


THE FATE OF TRINITY, ORO, Ont., has 
_ been decided. At a meeting of the Bar- 
. rie Presbytery in February, the interim 
moderator, Rev. Neal Mathers, reported 
Trinity is healthy and warrants contin- 
uation. 

“The congregation has survived, and 
it’s doing well,” he told the Record. 

Trinity averages about 150 adults 
and children each Sunday, where ser- 
vices have been led by various guest 
ministers since the congregation was 
split last October. Former minister Rev. 
Carey Nieuwhof left the Presbyterian 
Church to found a new congregation 
linked to a non-denominational con- 
servative church in the United States, 
and took most of the 1,000-plus mem- 
bers with him. 

Mathers, who is minister at Em- 
manuel, Nottawa, Ont., said finances 
are healthy, and that loyal Trinity-goers 
have already been involved in commu- 
nity outreach, have developed a budget 
for the year, held a planning workshop 
to which about 50 people attended, en- 
joy a weekly Bible study, and are hold- 
ing a new members class, with members 
officially welcomed in April. Soon after 
that, new elders will be elected (assessor 
elders have functioned up to this point) 
and it is hoped that the call for a new 
minister will follow shortly after. 

Through a visioning process, the 
congregation created a mission state- 
ment, declaring that they are “a caring, 
hospitable, passionate, joyful, excited 
and somewhat anxious faith commu- 
nity,” seeking to reach multigenerational 
families, and seeing themselves growing 
from a pastoral-sized church (50-150 at- 
tending worship) into a program-sized 
congregation with between 150-300 ad- 
herents and members. 

“Tt is clear to us that there is a God- 
driven spirit of vitality present at Trinity 
Community Presbyterian Church,” notes 
the report to presbytery. m —AM 


PWS8D | is working with the Church of North India to improve the 
nutrition of vulnerable people in rural communities. In 120 vi llage 
health volunteers conduct home visits and teach aay hygiene 


Yes! | want to heip transform our world. 
Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 


Name: 


Address: 


terete ssDNA EDR A4OA DA 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D ¢ Call today to sign up for easy acaba giving 


Presbyterian World mel viCe & Developme: 


50 Wynford Dr, Toronto ON M3C 1J7 * 1-800-619-7301 « www. pei sen 
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Beth Yando 


Eye-Opening 


Trip 


TEENAGER BETH YANDO spent part 
of February in Geneva, Switzerland, 
as a steward at the World Council of 
Churches’ central committee meet- 
ings. The committee meets occasion- 
ally between assemblies to further 
discuss the council’s policies, programs 
and budget. For Yando it was an eye- 
opening experience as she joined 
young people from around the world 
with very different points of view but 
all committed to ecumenism. “The 
very process of dialogue enables each of 
us to become more comfortable in our 
own faith stance and secure enough in 
our relationship as Christian churches 
to open ourselves even further in inter- 
religious dialogue and relationships.” 
The Prince Albert, Sask., native and 
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WCC Youth Steward sheds light on 
church issues. BY EMILY WIERENGA 


member of Mistawasis was the Presby- 
terian Church’s youth representative at 
the WCC meeting, and was supported 
by both Youth in Mission and Interna- 
tional Ministries. 

Over the first few days, youth stew- 
ards were involved in orientation semi- 
nars to learn about the ecumenical 
movement, what the WCC is, what it 
has accomplished, and challenges that 
churches are facing. “In our discus- 
sions, we encouraged the challenging 
of opinions and through that we have 
all come to a better understanding of 
what we believe. Our faith in God has 
become stronger since being forced to 
answer those tough questions of what 
we believe, why we believe it, what 
leads our faith to where it is.” 


‘Our faith in God has become 
stronger since being forced to 
answer those tough questions’ 


Yando’s Presbyterian roots run 
deep. Her mother, Beth Anne, is a 
diaconal minister, and her father, 
George, is the pastor of Mistawasis and 
interim moderator of the Presbytery 
of Northern Saskatchewan. Beth has 
been involved in her church through 
Sunday school and camp ministry. The 
WCC Stewards Program was her first 
international youth missions venture. 

When asked to comment on his 
daughter’s recent experience, Yando 
told the Record, “It’s been amazing to 
see the broadening of her apprecia- 
tion for the wider church, to hear her 
insights—and her frustrations—about 
the workings of the WCC, and perhaps 
most of all, her deepening respect for 
others who are seeking to live out 
their Christian faith in contexts very 
different from her own.” 

He continues: “Involvement in the 
WCC Stewards Program includes an 
expectation that the stewards will return 
to their home countries and continue to 
be involved in ecumenical endeavours, 
by developing and carrying out some 
sort of project to encourage ecumenical 
dialogue and cooperation. Beth is looking 
forward to taking this on and making it 
part of her own faith journey.” 

Despite her passion, Beth Yando 
is aware of the many challenges still 
facing the WCC. “Even after 60 years 
with ecumenical collaboration through 
the WCC, the relationship between 
some churches is still very fragile and 
there is still so much work that needs 
to be done.” 

The Presbyterian Church’s repre- 
sentative to the WCC was Rev. Will 
Ingram, St. Andrew’s, King St., Toronto. 
You can read his blog at www.stan- 
drewstoronto.org/wcc. @ 


Emily Wierenga is a freelance writer. 
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Hold G8 to 
Promises 


THE GROUP OF EIGHT countries have 
made a lot of promises “in good faith” 
a political science professor said at 
a public gathering in Winnipeg, but 
they “have now fallen badly behind. 
However, they have delivered big in 
the past and still control their own 
fate. But from their people they now 
need a push and advice on what their 
priorities and path should be.” 

John Kirton, of the G8 Research 
Group based at the Munk Centre for 
International Studies at the University 
of Toronto, was speaking at a Cana- 
dian Council of Churches sponsored 
event. It was the first in a series of 
public events—under the banner, For 
Just Such a Time as This—launched by 
the CCC. Future events are planned in 
Vancouver, Toronto and Montreal. 

For more information on the tour 
please contact hamilton@ccc-cce.ca.™ 


Learn, Help 


WANT TO KNOW what’s going on in the 
world and how youcan help? Go to www. 
presbyterian.ca, click on Our Mission, in 
the top left hand corner, click on Presby- 
terian World Service and Development, 
and from the menu on the right side 
click on Emergency Appeals. 

There you will learn more about 
the stories behind the headlines and 
the ways you can help. 

Or start at the beginning: click on 
International Ministries and read the 
prayer letters from mission staff around 
the world. 

Again at the home page, click on 
Mission Education and learn even 
more about the stories behind the 
stories. Or click to the WMS and learn 
more about what the council is doing 
around the world. 

Globalization and information tech- 
nology bring the world to our homes; 
and, our homes to the world. And, if 
you'd like you can click through to take 
one of the many trips to go visit that 
world and our missions.@ 
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Scenes from Knox College’s 2007 convocation 


ollege _ 
Convocations 


St. Andrew's Hall at the 
Vancouver School of Theology 
Date: Monday, May 12, 2008 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Shaughnessy Heights 
United Church 

Speaker: Dr. Robert Jewitt 
Honorary D.D.: None given this year, 
but they will be installing VST’s new 
Chancellor, Louise Ralston. 


ev. Dr. Dorcas Gordon 


Knox College, Toronto 

Date: Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Convocation Hall, University 
of Toronto 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. John A.Vissers, 
Principal, Presbyterian College 
Honorary D.D.: Rev. Lynda Reid and 
Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Johnston 


Presbyterian College, Montreal 
Date: Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Time: 7.30 p.m. 

Location: Church of St. Andrew and 
St. Paul, Montreal 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. J.H. (Hans) 
Kouwenberg, Moderator of 

the 133rd General Assembly 


Rev. Patricia Sheeratta 
Bisnauth, Guyana. 
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WORLD NEWS 


IN BRIEF 


Kobia resigns as WCC head 
ENI—Kenyan Methodist, Rev. Samuel 


Kobia, effectively resigned from his 
position as general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches in February 
during a regular meeting of the central 
committee. Kobia was expected to run 
for a second term. 

The WCC has 349 member churches, 
representing 560 million Christians 
worldwide. Kobia was the first African 
elected to the post and he took office 
in January 2004 for his five-year term. 
Previous general secretaries were W. 
A. Visser't Hooft, from the Netherlands 
(1948-1966); Eugene Carson Blake, from 
the United States (1966-1972);Philip Potter, 
from Dominica, West Indies (1972-1984): 
Emilio Castro, from Uruguay (1985-1992); 
and Konrad Raiser, from Germany (1993 
to 2003). Kobia was the third Methodist to 
hold the post. 

Prior to the committee meetings 
Bishop Martin Hein, a member of the WCC 
governing body from the Evangelical 
Church in Germany had complained that 
the council was failing to make its presence 
felt sufficiently in the world. He suggested 
the WCC had been unable to develop 
“visions and perspectives that are able to 
be communicated,” and he said that Kobia 
was traveling too much outside Geneva. 

A doctorate Kobia received from 
Fairfax University in the United States was 
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determined to be a counterfeit and the 
WCC removed all reference to the degree 
from its website. 


Knocking works 


ENI—At 2.25 per cent, Jehovah's Witnesses 
in the United States experienced the 
largest percentage increase in member- 
ship among the top 25 denominations, 
according to the US National Council of 
Churches’ 2008 Yearbook of American and 
Canadian Churches. Jehovah's Witnesses 
are the 25th largest church in the States 
with 1,069,530 members. 

The Episcopal (Anglican) Church USA 
had the largest percentage decline of 
4.15 per cent. Dogged by controversy the 
last few years, Episcopalians now number 
2,154,572 members. 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) with 
3,025,740 members recorded a decrease of 
2.36 per cent. American Baptist Churches 
in the USA and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America also showed losses of 
under two per cent. The Southern Baptist 
Convention showed a small increase of 
less than a quarter of a percentage point. 
Mormons grew by 1.56 per cent; and 
Catholics by .83 per cent. 


Apology with action 


ENI—Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd 
apologized to the “Stolen Generations’— 
Indigenous people removed from their 
families under old policies aimed at 
assimilation—in February. Church leaders 
applauded the apology and called for 
practical steps to address Indigenous 
disadvantage. 

“The Stolen Generations have held a 
special place in the heart of many of our 
faithful,” the National Council of Churches 
in Australia said in a statement released 
in February. “We rejoice with them that 
finally their life experiences have been 
recognized and that we, as a nation, can 
accept our failures of the past.” Austra- 
lia’s major Christian denominations have 
already apologized for their role in sepa- 
rating Indigenous families. 

Rudd said he would follow the apology 
with action, noting that Indigenous life 
expectancy is 17 years lower than the 


national average. “Symbolism is important 
but, unless the great symbolism of recon- 
ciliation is accompanied by even greater 
substance, it is little more than a clanging 
gong,"he said,echoing biblical words found 
in St Paul's first letter to the Corinthians. 


Media-Church training 


ENI— “The fact that a newspaper needs a 
short sentence, or that radio stations have 
only afew minutes in which to report, often 
does not fit in with how we talk in church. 
A sermon lasts at least 15 minutes, and a 
theological lecture at least 45,” German 
Lutheran Bishop Margot Kassmann said in 
a speech at the Protestant Media Academy 
in Berlin. 

Journalists sometimes mocktheChurch 
because it takes so long to say things, she 
noted, while church people may scorn the 
media for looking for sound bites. 

“But | like to point out that most of Jesus’ 
parables probably last no longer than a 
minute and a half,” said Kassmann.“I often 
find that people in the Church are afraid of 
the media. To understand the media, we 
need as church people to talk to media 
people. Also to understand the pressures 
under which things are produced.” 


Scots perpetuate sectarianism 


ENI—The moderator of the Church of 
Scotland, Rev.Sheilagh Kesting,has warned 
that anti-English bigotry in Scotland is 
akin to sectarianism and should not be 
tolerated. She stirred a recent heated 
debate in the Scottish press when she said 
that anti-English banter during sporting 
events between the two countries could 
be harmful and might lead to more sinister 
behaviour. 

Kesting made herremarksinanaddress 
for Lent after visiting London. Referring 
to the often turbulent history of football 
games between the largely Protestant- 
supported soccer club Glasgow Rangers 
and the largely Catholic-supported team 
Celtic, she said, “In Scotland, we have got 
used to football as a context for perpetua- 
ting sectarianism so | don’t think we can 
pass off lightly anti-English remarks which 
are made during matches. It is too easy to 
dismiss this as healthy rivalry. It is not.” @ 
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My Global 
Footprint 


Even my homemade muffin is evil. 8Y ANDREW FAIZ 


y shirt bears the logo of a popular designer 
M who came to the fore 20 years ago. I paid about 

$30 for it at a discount clothing store which 
sells overruns and the previous year’s fashions. The shirt 
would have cost me about twice as much if I had bought 
it in season. It was “tailored” in Indonesia. I have no idea 
where the cloth was made, where the button were manu- 
factured, but I’m pretty certain it wasn’t in the United 
States where the company which slapped on the logo 
is based. 

My pants—a pair of black denim—were made in Thai- 
land. My undershirt in India. My shorts in Bangladesh. 
I can’t find a label on my socks, but my shoes are from 
China, even though, like my shirt and other articles, they 
bear a North American logo. Asia has dressed me today. 

This morning for breakfast I: had a banana from 
Ecuador. And coffee from Uganda, which I bought at a 
fair trade store in my neighbourhood. To make the coffee I 
used an appliance designed and built in Italy. The banana 
was organic but not fair trade, and like the coffee it too 
was transported by the usual combination of planes, trains 
and automobiles. 

I also had a blueberry muffin—I’m writing this in early 
March, so the blueberries were from someplace thousands 
of miles away, though the muffin was made a day earlier 
in our kitchen. The other ingredients—flour, sugar, butter, 
milk—were bought at my local grocery store and are likely 
not from the Toronto area. Perhaps the milk and butter are 
100-mile local, but certainly not the sugar, which prob- 
ably traveled thousands of miles, and is likely grown by 
poor indentured serfs who work for powerful bottom-line 
corporations. Like you | try not to think of how I am the 
evil in the world. It was a good muffin. 

The equatorial south fed me this morning. And while 
the dairy products are local, |am guessing that the amount 
of energy needed to produce milk, butter, cheese and other 
yummies in 15-below weather in Central Ontario is prob- 
ably in the same range as the amount of energy needed to 
get me a fresh banana from South America. It’s a guess. 


Last week I had some problems with my home Internet 
and called my service. I spoke to a woman in Nova Scotia. 
She was very pleasant. In our conversation we determined 
the problem was actually with my hardware and I called 
my computer manufacturer and spoke with Rashid in New 
Delhi, India. Bright guy, very eager to help and gave me a 
coupla really good tips. We spoke for 45 minutes. I needed 


I can’t find a label on my socks, but my shoes 
are from China, even though, like my shirt and 
other articles, they bear a North American logo. 
Asia has dressed me today 


to replace a computer part and I gave him my credit card 
number which I will pay from the money I earn working 
for Presbyterian Canadians. The part arrived a few days 
later from a warehouse in the upper United States but was 
made someplace in the Pacific Rim. 

Which is also where most of my iPod is from. While 
designed in the States more than half of it is from away. 
Its hard drive is attributed to Japan’s Toshiba but may well 
have been manufactured in the Philippines. Or China 
(which is where my Blackberry was probably made). Korea 
contributes a portion. A 30g iPod Classic has 451 parts. 

In a report widely circulated two years ago, there were 
accusations of massive (upto 200,000 employees) facto- 
ries, under armed guard, making various iPods. Employees 
were Said to make less than $100/month living in company 
compounds where they had to turn half their income back 
for lodging. Apple, the iPod company, responded it was 
adhering to industry standards. 

I love the iPod click wheel and last summer when 
the family drove east cross Canada we loved having our 
3,000+ song library fit in the palm of our hand. Like any 
other multinational, I try not to worry about how I am the 
evil in the world. @ 


Andrew Faiz is the managing editor of the Presbyterian Record. 
You can reach him at mngeditor@presbyterianrecord.ca 
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Whoever is joined with all the living has hope. 


BY NORMAN WIRZBA 


ave you ever wondered how Adam got his name? 
H== all the possibilities, and the obvious impor- 

tance of naming, we need to know why this particular 
name was given and not some other. As it turns out, all the 
clues we need are found in the story itself. 

When God made heaven and earth, the land was initially 
dry and barren. There was no one to “till the ground” (Gen. 
2:5), no one who could work the land to make it productive 
of life. So God “formed Adam from the dust of the ground 
(adamah)” and breathed life into him (Gen. 2:7). Then God 
planted a “garden of delight”—this is what the Garden of 
Eden literally means—and put Adam in it. His job was clearly 
defined: “The Lord God took the man and put him in the 
garden of Eden to till it and keep it (Gen. 2:15).” 

There is deep significance in what has just been commu- 
nicated. The biblical writer is making it clear that who we are 
and what we are to do are inescapably tied to the life of soil. 
Our identity and vocation, that which is most fundamental 
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about our life, are defined and understood in terms of the 
health and vitality of the soil from which we literally come 
and toward which we eventually return. If the soil suffers, 
we suffer. Moreover, the soil’s suffering is a clear sign that we 
have not lived up to our divinely appointed vocation to be 
soil-tillers, soil-keepers, soil-servers, soil-preservers. The first 
human is called Adam because his life makes sense, and is 
potentially termed “good,” in terms of the ground (adamah) 
that is his body and the source of his life. 

Not many of us any longer have a perspective from the 
soil. We live in concrete, steel and glass worlds, worlds that 
are as free from dirt and bugs as possible. Moreover, we are 
simply too busy to notice the ground beneath our feet (and 
roads and sidewalks), as we dream and plan for worlds of 
convenience and success. If we had an agrarian perspec- 
tive, however, we would know “in our bones” and through 
our stomachs that our well-being is inextricably tied to the 
health of the land. What is obvious to every farmer and »> 
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gardener—that our bodies live through countless other 
bodies—is now mostly lost to us. More than we care to admit, 
we suffer from a condition of “ecological amnesia,” a condi- 
tion in which we naively think we can live well while the 
bio-geo-physical processes all around us go into decline. 

One of the best ways for us to remember our connection 
to soil and our need to take care of it is to start paying more 
attention to food and the ways that we eat. Eating is funda- 
mental. Every time we take a bite or gulp we bear witness 
to the fact that our life consists of a bewildering variety of 
memberships that we call creation. Eating joins us in multiple 
ways to the lives of microorganisms and worms in the soil, to 
the gifts of photosynthesis and soil regeneration, to the lives 
of plants and animals, and to the diverse cultural and culinary 
traditions that give us tasty 
recipes and times of feasting 
and fellowship. Food simply 
is the source of our health. 
When properly engaged, it 
can also be a source of justice, 
peace and joy. 

Looking around, we now 
see that much of our current 
food production does not 
serve the health and vitality 
of garden and farm soils. 
Soil is eroding at rates far 
faster than it can be restored 
(if current erosion rates 
continue, . differing regions 
will be exhausted within 100 
years). What is not being 
eroded is being severely taxed 
and poisoned with our heavy regimens of fertilizers and pesti- 
cides. Most farm fields today have precious little organic, life- 
giving matter in them. As my friend and soil scientist Wes 
Jackson has put it, “We hammer the soil and then put it on 
chemical [fossil-fuel dependent] life-support.” 

When we destroy soil, we also compromise the many 
forms of plant and animal life that depend upon it. Viewed 
theologically, what our destruction amounts to is the 
de-creation of the world, the slow, stupid, sinful unravelling 
of the memberships that keep life on the move. 

One way to think about sin is to see it as the refusai to be 
creatures, as the rejection of our belonging to and responsi- 
bility for the land. Already in the first garden story, human 
beings were tempted by the thought of becoming gods them- 
selves. As gods they could be free of the limits and demands 
of mortal life. This temptation has continued throughout the 
ages, and is now clearly expressed in industrial food systems 
that have it as their goal to free food of all biological traces. 
When food is reduced to a “commodity,” then we no longer 
need to accept responsibility for the natural memberships 
that brought it into being. We can see food as a human 
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invention rather than the gift of God that it in fact is. 

Many of our “foods” are highly processed and laced with 
artificial flavours and preservatives. Looking at the ingredi- 
ents list, you will see that these commodities do not contain 
anything recognizable (or pronounceable!) as food. From an 
industrial point of view, this makes perfect economic sense. 
When food ceases to be tied to creation’s rhythms and limits, 
then it can be controlled and made most profitable. The effects 
of our industrial food systems, however, can no longer be 
ignored: childhood obesity and early-onset diabetes, ubiqui- 
tous high-fructose corn syrup, acid reflux and perpetual heart- 
burn, e. coli and salmonella poisoning, highly stressed and 
mistreated chicken, pigs, and cattle, antibiotic-resistant patho- 
gens, pesticide-resistant “weeds,” and destroyed rural land- 
scapes and communities. 

Scripture’s writers were 
not naive about the human 
condition. They understood 
how difficult it is for us to 
be the true “earthlings” we 
were created to be. Adam 
fails, and he and his family 
are banished from paradise. 
But God does not leave us 
without hope. In the person 
Noah we are given the 
opportunity to see what a 
true “Adam” looks like. 

As we all know, Noah is 
famous for building an ark 
that saves a remnant of the 
creation that God is going 
to wipe out by flood. It is 
impossible for us to imagine the sorrow that would lead God 
to destroy what had already been proclaimed as good and 
as a delight. So sinful had humanity become that the whole 
creation no longer reflected God’s life-giving presence. People 
were failing at imaging God’s ways with the world. 

This story, however, isabout much more than Noah simply 
preserving “seed stock” for another go. Rabbinic traditions 
like to point out that the real significance of the story lies in 
the fact that Noah was the only one who demonstrated the 
faithfulness and patience it takes to care for creation. Think 
for a moment about the knowledge, affection, and curiosity 
required for Noah to keep all the animals alive for many 
months in the ark. Unlike his contemporaries (and today’s 
industrial food executives), who saw creation as nothing 
more than a resource to fulfill their selfish ambition, Noah 
appreciated the integrity of God’s creatures. He understood 
that each creature is deserving of its own forms of delight, 
beginning most basically with adequate and appropriate 
provision for their dietary needs. Can you imagine the atten- 
tion and work it would take to prepare all those menus? 

According to one rabbinic tradition, Noah did not sleep 


“We are more 
concerned with 
what others can 
do for us than 
what we (as 
Christians) can 
do for others” 
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| The reason: he so much enjoyed 


| opportunity to show generous and 
_ Noah showed himself to be like God, 


_ the host of all creation. In fact, John 


of life,” because he knows what it 


the entire time he was on the ark. 


feeding the animals under his care 
that he did not want to miss one 


grateful hospitality. In this respect 
who also is sometimes understood as 


of Damascus, an early church father, 
once suggested that God’s creating/ 
creative work represents one great 
act of hospitality in which God 
“makes room” for what is not God 
to participate in the divine life. 
Noah is the true Adam, a “sustainer 


means to take care of creation. The 
ark was no mere escape vessel. It was, 
rather, the training ground in which 
the skills of attention and care, and 
the dispositions of humility and affec- 
tion, could be honed and refined. Noah emerges from the ark as 
a “man of the soil” (Gen. 9:20), as one who will lead humanity 
into a new life-preserving covenant with God. 

For many of us, it is difficult to imagine how we might be 
imitators of Noah as the one who leads us into true creature- 
liness. After all, how many of us have the skills to build an 
ark or the knowledge it takes to feed and care for even a tiny 
sample of the animals we live with? Though we are living in 
a time when the waters are rising—this time due to climate 
change—it is hard to know where and how to begin. 

One of the most practical and far-reaching ways we can 
bear witness to a healthy creation is by paying greater atten- 
tion to our eating habits. Obviously, we need to burn less 
fossil fuel, waste less topsoil, degrade and use up less water. 
But one of the best ways for us to do that is to eat responsibly 
grown food produced closer to home, either by shopping at 
farmers’ markets or by buying directly from farmers them- 
selves via “community-supported agriculture” (CSAs). The 
average food item travels a distance of approximately 1,500 
to 2,000 kilometres to get to our plate. That represents a lot of 
fuel for transport. What is not factored in, however, is all the 
fuel necessary just to get the plants growing and harvested 
(fertilizer production and application depend on a lot of fossil 
fuel use too). By many estimates, one calorie of food energy 
presupposes spending/wasting 10 calories of fossil fuel energy. 
This is simply unacceptable. It is also hugely inefficient and 
destructive. According to an economist’s logic, it would be 
better for us to drink the oil directly! 

We can become better caretakers of the land if we support 
local food economies that grow food without all the fuel, fertil- 
izers, pesticides, and stress that now circulate throughout our 
industrial food networks. Ideally, we could each commit to 
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Buying food at farmers’ markets not only helps the environment; it connects us to the 
land and reminds us that we're part of it. 


starting our own gardens, not with the aim of growing all our 
own food—a massive undertaking—but with the hope that we 
will learn to be more respectful and patient with the gifts of God. 
Churches should take the lead by starting community gardens 
all across the land, transforming lawns into beautiful oases that 
produce food and flowering plants alike. The potential for spiri- 
tual formation and community outreach is tremendous. 

To be a gardener or farmer is to know that we don’t control 
the processes of birth, life, death, and regeneration. The best 
that we can do is attend to God's life-giving processes going 
on all around us, exercise caution and care, and then grate- 
fully receive what God so abundantly provides. 

Creation today is in serious distress. Everywhere we turn 
there is yet more bad news of this species going extinct, that 
habitat being destroyed, some new disease working its way 
through a population. It is easy for us to lose hope in a time 
when we need it most. 

Ecclesiastes tells us that “whoever is joined with all the 
living has hope ...” (Ecc. 9:4). Eating is the daily reminder 
and opportunity for us to join with creation in ways that will 
further God’s life-giving ways. When we commit to eating 
and living in ways that draw us more deeply into the health 
of the world, we will find there the gracious presence of God 
at work. Sensing and tasting God’s life-giving presence is the 
true inspiration for our hope. As we devote our attention and 
energy to the well-being of each other and all God’s creation, 
we will fulfill our divinely appointed vocation, which is 
nothing more and nothing less than to become worthy of 
our first and enduring name—Adam. @ 


Prof. Norman Wirzba teaches philosophy at Georgetown College 
in Kentucky. 
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How congregations can help save the planet and money too. 


BY IAN GARTSHORE 


becoming aware of our need to walk more gently 

on the earth, to use energy wisely and not squander 
the financial resources we have been given. But while most 
citizens of Canada have been pushing governments to 
move toward sustainability, many congregations have been 
reluctant to invest in measures to save energy. However, 
now that energy prices have begun to increase at rates far 
above inflation, congregations and individuals have begun 
to realise the value in energy conservation and renewable 
energy sources. Congregational budgets are already tight 
enough without paying higher heating bills. 

Two main barriers typically slow congregations from 
making the needed investments. The first is money. The 
second is a lack of understanding or knowledge about what 
is possible. Fortunately, once congregations begin to grasp 
what is possible, and the savings that can be had (not to 
mention the theological imperative for stewardship), then 


A s stewards of the earth, Presbyterians are increasingly 
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the concerns about money tend to fade away. (For individ- — 
uals and families there is another barrier to making changes: — 
lifestyles. But this is a subject for another article.) 


THE COST OF THE STATUS QUO 

Let us first talk about the cost of not making needed changes 
to the church building. For those who are heating with oil: 
treasurers already know the painful reality of the price hikes. 
While a recession in the United States will help to dampen 
prices in the short term, the long-term outlook is not cheery. 
The reality is that the world has been using more oil than 
has been discovered for more than a quarter of a century; 
the demand is now beginning to outstrip the supply. Prices 
can only go up as long as this trend continues. 

Once demand routinely exceeds supply, prices will rise 
very quickly. When the United States experienced the Organi- 
zaton of Arab Oil Producing Countries embargo in 1973, the 
resulting five per cent shortfall of crude oil supply resulted > 
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and many other elements. 


in prices spiking more than 200 per cent. 

Natural gas is only a few years from reaching the same 
point. Electricity prices have been moving up rapidly in most 
provinces, and will continue to do so, even in hydro-electric- 
rich provinces such as British Columbia. 

Unless there is a major world-wide depression or depop- 
ulation, the reality is that the cost of fossil fuels, and the 
electricity produced by them, will begin to outstrip the 
ability of many congregations to keep their buildings heated 
and lit. Such price increases have already contributed to the 
closure of some smaller churches. 


ALTERNATIVE SOURCES OF HEATING 

wo0odD— che technologies have created wood-burning 
devices that operate just like today’s oil or natural gas 
furnaces. Wood waste is turned into compressed wood pellets 
that are used in northern climates to heat both homes and 
commercial buildings. The pellets are automatically fed into 
a burning chamber when the programmable thermostat 
calls for heat. Pellets are delivered just as is heating oil. 


Usually attached to the current furnace, these 
ae just like refrigerators, but in reverse, extracting 
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heat from the outside air and 
pumping it into the interior of the 
building. During the summer this 
process can be reversed, offering 
low-cost air conditioning. 
Air-source heat pumps are 
reasonable in price as compared to 
ground-source heat pumps (other- 
wise called “geo-thermal,” requiring 
digging wells or excavating a large 
field), and are very inexpensive to 
run. Ground-source heat pumps can 
pay for themselves through their 
much reduced energy costs, in larger 
buildings, in less than 10 years. After 
that the savings keep on adding up. 


SOLAR ENERGY—-Unfortunately the high cost of solar voltaics 
(which turns sunlight directly into electricity) presently 
makes this technology unaffordable for most consumers. 
Thankfully it appears that prices will fall in the next few 
years as new technologies drive down the price of this 
energy source. 

Solar hot water, however, is far more affordable, espe- 
cially for multi-residential units and buildings that use a fair 
amount of hot water. These panels or tubes have become 
very efficient (converting as much as 90 per cent of the 
sun’s energy into hot water). Church buildings that utilise 
radiant heat can easily take advantage of the sun, especially 
if they are located in a sunnier part of Canada. Even if the 
sunshine is iffy at times, solar can be matched with the 
current heating, reducing: operating costs and improving 
the environment. 

Even buildings that are currently heated with electricity 
can be retrofitted with mini-radiators, fed by standard-sized 
copper tubing, greatly reducing the heating costs. 

Another very simple yet effective method of tapping into 
the sun’s energy is through drawing air through sun-exposed 
panels, which pre-warms the air before it is pulled into the 
building. Ideal for larger buildings that have a central location 
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for drawing in air (such as a furnace 
or other ventilation system), these 
devices can make a huge difference. 
In addition, during the summer the 
fan can be reversed—thus cooling 
the otherwise warmest wall of the 
building. 

The wonderful thing about solar 
heating is that once the equipment 
has been installed, the system is 
virtually inflation-proof. Relative 
to other heat sources, a solar system 
will increase its rate of return every 
year. And, if needed, such systems 
can be moved to a new church 
building. All that is required is an 
unobstructed southern exposure. 


ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

Being efficient is by far the most 
cost-effective way of approaching 
energy challenges, one that simul- 
taneously reduces both pollution and greenhouse gases. 
When considering different options for any building, this 
should be the first place to begin. 


“Je \)0°5—Many congregations and homeowners have 
smartly invested in higher-efficiency furnaces and boilers, 
appreciably lowering their energy costs. Most newer natural 
gas and oil-fired furnaces now operate at efficiency rates of 85 
per cent or higher, a far cry from the 50 per cent rates common 
to many older furnaces. The only caution is to ensure that 
such buildings have an adequate ventilation system (also 
important to heat pumps) to handle this newer technology. 
Without enough air movement through the furnace or air 
handler, the equipment suffers premature failure. 

6» 5 A major user of energy in church buildings is 
lighting. Here, too, new technology is resulting in consid- 
erable energy savings, even while providing superior light. 
Schools and shopping malls, for example, are finding 
that replacing old flourescent tubes with the newer tech- 
nology tubes saves 40 per cent or more on electricity bills. 
Compared to incandescent fixtures (the common light 
bulb), the savings are about double. Replacing lighting is an 
especially important measure in those parts of the building 
that are frequently used. 


))00..5--Glass insulates even more poorly than an uninsu- 
lated wall. As a result, windows are typically the coldest surface 
of any building. This is even truer of single-pane leaded glass. 

While most of us love the look and atmosphere provided 
by stained glass windows, such windows are horrible wasters 
of heat. I do not think that Jesus would approve of such a 
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Lighting is a major use of energy in churches. Replacing old light bulls can save as much 
as 40 per cent on electricity bills. 


poor stewardship of energy. 

However, the good news is that it is very possible to 
attach window-grade acrylic (clear plastic) panels to these 
windows, allowing the beauty of the window to shine 
through while potentially quadrupling (or better) the energy 
efficiency (and resulting warmth). While the window- 
grade acrylic is more expensive than glass, it is also about 
four times as warm, and won’t deteriorate (no yellowing, 
cracking, etc.). Such additions can also help to protect those 
invaluable stained-glass windows. 

Even double-paned windows can be improved consider- 
ably by adding these panels. What about windows that open 
seasonally? The panels can be used as “storm windows,” 
added to either the outside or the inside of the current 
windows. While more expensive, the double- or triple- 
paned argon-filled, low e-squared windows are also excel- 
lent choices, since they are up to twice as warm as older 
double-paned windows. 


SEAL AND INSULATE—Uninsulated basement floors and below- 
grade walls rob buildings of significant amounts of heat— 
potentially as much as does the ceiling. 

One of the most neglected areas in buildings is heat loss 
due to drafts. While it is important to have some supply of 
fresh air, especially in homes and offices, most of our build- 
ings are too drafty. Seldom-used areas, such as sanctuaries 
and church classrooms, do not need to have air leakages 
(classrooms do need air from the rest of the building). 

Sealing air leaks is the least expensive option for saving 
money and the planet. While they are often labour-intensive, 
such measures can easily be learned and employed by volun- 
teers within the congregation. The most typical places to > 
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examine are window and door casements (the hidden space 
between a door frame and the wall), leaky windows (the 
old aluminum sliders are still too common), gaps where the 
walls meet the floors, light switches and outlets on outside 
walls especially, leaks where chimneys meet the upper floor 
ceiling, gaps around services that come through outside 
walls (such as gas lines, phone lines, etc.), and plumbing 
that runs through outside walls. An investment of less than 
$200 can pay for itself in less than a month. 

Because buildings act like chimneys, drawing in cooler air 
on all floors and pushing warm air through into the attic and 
leaks in the cathedral ceiling, it is very important to seal any 
places where air can be forced through. Watch especially for 
light fixture bases (pot-lighting and flush flourescent fixtures 
are the worst) and any breaks in the top-floor ceiling. 

One of the most energy-efficient appliances available 
is the lowly ceiling fan, as it pushes that warmed air back 
down to where it is needed, slowing the process of losing 
the heat to the outside. Ceiling fans also help to cool people 
in the summer. 

Church buildings that have “fireside” rooms with a 
real fireplace have discovered that sealing up the chimney 
can save hundreds of dollars every year. Even chimneys 
with dampers are very leaky. If you wish to keep the fire- 
place, then have an efficient insert added. These inserts are 
several hundred times more efficient in burning wood and 
providing heat than are open fireplaces. They also pollute 
a lot less. In the not-so-distant future, municipalities will 
require all fireplaces to have such inserts. 

Another area to consider is the often-forgotten hot water 
system. Many hot water heaters are poorly insulated, the 
hot water lines are usually uninsulated, and virtually all our 
drain lines happily carry away all that hot water back into 
the cold ground from which the incoming fresh water lines 
came. If we need an example of how wasteful we North 
Americans are, one need look no further. 

Wherever possible, hot water lines need to be wrapped 
with the correctly sized pipe insulators (very inexpensive 
to purchase, but very effective). If the hot water heater 
feels warm to the touch then it needs to be wrapped 
with a “blanket” (ask any hardware store). If your church 
does not use hot water on a daily or frequent basis then 
consider replacing that old hot water tank with a “tank- 
less” (or “demand”) water heater. These units heat the 
water only when it is required, saving a lot of unnec- 
essary heating between uses. Coupled with a solar hot 
water system, these units can save 75 per cent of the cost 
of heating water—a significant energy user in homes 
in particular. 

A very low-tech device helps to capture some of the heat 
that would otherwise go down the drain. Called a drain water 
heat exchanger, the most common type passes incoming 
cold water over the surface of the drain, pre-warming the 
cold water in the process. They are safe to use, as a double- 
wall keeps the waste water from contaminating the fresh 
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water. These heat exchangers cost only a few hundred 
dollars, but capture a lot of otherwise wasted heat. 

Other ideas include building a “green wall” or “green 
roof” (with live plants), installing water-saving toilets 
and urinals, planting native shrubbery that requires less 
watering, and using more natural lighting so as to reduce 
the need for lights. 


ECOENERGY—AIl of these ideas are cost-effective for buildings 
if used in the appropriate situation. But here is the best part: 
if a congregation wishes to take the appropriate steps, fully 
25 per cent of the cost of instituting these upgrades can be 
reimbursed by the federal government! (Search ecoEnergy 
online, relating to commercial buildings.) 

This means that congregations can save energy, reduce 
their monthly bills, increase the value of their property, 
and become better stewards of the resources we have been 
blessed with. Also, Canada can come closer to meeting 
its international goals as well as move one step closer to 
becoming energy-sustainable. A win-win solution for all. 


BUT DON’T STOP THERE—- Consider how people living in similar 
areas can car pool to worship and other events. This old- 
fashioned idea improves members’ sense of community 
and fellowship, increases participation and attendance (and 
finances), and greatly reduces pollution and injury on the 
roads, while increasing health and longevity. 

Some urban congregations have opened some of their 
land to be used for community gardens. This gives churches 
an opportunity to meet their neighbours, provide a needed 
service, improve the quality of the food people are eating, 
and greatly reduces the amount of pollution, pesticide use, 
and other negative consequences of our modern agri-busi- 
ness food production system. 

A few downtown churches are being approached by 
developers to better utilise the church property, rather than 
continue urban sprawl. Such buildings are likely to be far 
more energy-efficient, can provide heat for the sanctuary 
for a lower price, and reduce other costs. 

Churches can also play a key role in spearheading 
community solutions, such as creating community/collec- 
tive heating/cooling, building a local wind turbine, forming 
an energy co-operative as is commonly done in Europe, and 
playing a pivotal role in educating their own members on 
energy conservation. 

What is perhaps more important is that congregations 
engage in another form of energy: to become energized by 
the possibilities and the resulting enthusiasm of saving our 
pocketbooks as well as the planet. 

This kind of energy, we Christians know, is called the Spirit 
of God: the author of all energies; indeed of life itself. m 


Ian Gartshore is an ordained Presbyterian minister, therapist 
and an energy coach. More tips for homeowners and renters are 
available on his business website, www.shoreenergy.ca. 
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Congregations asked to 
hold a 100-mile meal. 
BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


ongregations can become 

aware of their environment 

and reduce their dependence 
on oil and fossil fuels with the help 
of KAIROS’ Re-energize Campaign. 
Supported by the Presbyterian Church, 
KAIROS has created an initiative to 
educate, inspire and assist congrega- 
tions, groups and individuals to take 
action. One of the most practical—and 
fun—suggestions is a 100-mile congre- 
gational meal. 

Katharine Masterton, of the PCC’s 
Justice Ministries department, said 
the campaign is an important initia- 
tive that congregations should strive 
to take part in—especially with Earth 
Day approaching on April 22. 

“Sharing meals is a traditional part 
of church-family fellowship,” said 
Masterton. “The invitation to God’s 
table is for all people, and 100-mile 
meals are an opportunity to share food 
and fellowship while finding out more 
about where our food comes from, and 
how its journey to our table impacts 
people and the environment.” 

The campaign has several parts 
that suggest ways to “change yourself, 
change your community, or change 
the world.” Congregations will find 
“change your community” particu- 


larly helpful, which not only offers the 
100-mile meal idea, but also features 
worship materials, instructions on 
hosting a workshop, tips for taking a 
carbon Sabbath, and a “Power Down 
Day” where a group commits to not 
use fossil fuel-powered electricity for 
12 hours. 

According to the KAIROS website, 
“100-mile church dinners and picnics 
are events that enable congregations 
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to provoke discussion and aware- 
ness. Churches can become leaders in 
demonstrating that locally grown food 
is a viable alternative to the global 
supermarket.” 

The idea comes from The 100-Mile 
Diet, a book by Alisa Smith and J. B. 
Mackinnon, two British Columbians 
who, for one year, only ate foods grown 
within 100 miles of their home. 

Having congregations partici- > 
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pate in something similar helps them 
realize that “a tremendous amount of 
fossil fuels is required for large-scale 
commercial farms, processing and 
packing facilities, cross-country and 
international transport, as well as the 
operation of ever-expanding super- 


markets,” notes KAIROS. “Consuming 
locally grown foods requires 17 times 
less oil and gas than a typical diet, in 
which each ingredient has traveled an 
average of 1,500 miles.” 

“It’s seasonal and it’s local,” said 
Janette McIntosh, a member of West 


The Synod of Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario is 
seeking a Regional Staff Person who will: 


Develop Leaders in congregations and presbyteries; Stir up Missional 
Vision in the congregations and presbyteries; Seek out and promote 
new church development and mission opportunities. 


The successful candidate will have a demonstrated ability in leading 
congregational change, a willingness to learn and grow as the position 
necessitates, and be prepared to travel within the large geographical 


area that is the Synod. 


To learn more about this adventure or to apply, send covering letter and 


profile to: 


Peter Bush, Regional Staff Search Comm., 
197 Browning Bivd., Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1. 
Applications will be received until April 30, 2008. 
(204) 837-5706; peterwwpres@mts.net 


164th Convocation Wednesday, May 14th, 2008 


A PRE-CONVOCATION WORKSHOP: 


CONVOCATION HALL, 
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
7:30 P.M. 


CONVOCATION ADDRESS BY 
THE REV. DR. JOHN VISSERS 


DOCTOR OF DIVINITY (HONORIS CAUSA) Ww 


TO BE CONFERRED ON 


THE REV. LYNDA REID n6 


THE REV. DR. GEOFFREY JOHNSTON 
Everyone welcame: 


59 St. George Street Toronto, ON M5S 2E6 


www.utoronto.ca/knox Email:knox.college@utoronto.ca 
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Point Grey, Vancouver, and an envi- 
ronmental aficionado. “There is less 
packaging, less energy required, and 
less transportation costs and pollution, 
plus, you can become re-acquainted 
with what it is exactly that is being 
produced in a particular season within 
this local distance.” 

McIntosh said the first book that 
got her involved in the eat local initia- 
tive is Pick of the Crop: Seasonal Recipes 
Inspired by Canada’s Public Markets, by 
Jennifer Stamper, and noted that many 
other cook books have now come out 
that are regionally specific. 

The 100-mile project includes 
numerous suggestions on how to make 
the meal work, and how to build on 
the environmental focus in other areas 
of your church and its work. Ideas for 
grace and a list of resources are also 
included. = 


For more information, visit www.re-energize. 
org, or contact Katharine Masterton in Justice 
Ministries at kmasterton@presbyterian.ca or 
1-800-619-7301 ext. 250. 


THE MISSION OF GOD AND THE FUTURE OF 
THE REFORMED FAITH IN CANADA: 
PROMISE OR PERIL? 


‘ THE REV. DR. JOHN VISSERS n6 
THE REV. DR. CHARLES FENSHAM 


KNOX COLLEGE, 9:30 A.M. - 12:30 P.M. 


Tel:416.978.4500 


REGISTRATION FEE: 
$35 (BY APRIL 26TH) $40 (AFTER APRIL 26TH) 


TO REGISTER, OR FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
ONLINE: WWW.UTORONTO.CA/ KNOX 
TEL: 416.946.8536 EMAIL: KNOX.EWART@UTORONTO.CA 
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THANK YOU TO ALL THE EVENT SPONSORS FOR OUR 
FIFTH ANNUAL (2007) EVANGEL HALL MISSION GOLF TOURNAMENT 


With your help, $83,000 was raised for Evangel Hall Mission to support programs and services that help people who 
are homeless, impoverished and disadvantaged. We also want to thank all of our golfers, prize donors and silent auction 
supporters whose fellowship and generosity helped make this special day such a success. 


#M 
N é 
www.evang 


Join us on June 10th, 2008 for our next tournament! Call 416-504-3563 x 221 


~ MAJOR SPONSORS ~ 
Bereskin & Parr Lang Michener LLP 
Caldwell Securities Ltd. : he Morneau Sobeco 
Cassels Brock "y feasant Edward Oldham 
Colio Estate Wines <a un PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Jerry and Anne Crowder Po Oke Chae 


Royal Capital Management 
Yellow Pages Group 


~ HOLE AND CONTEST SPONSORS ~ 


Gordon and Laureen Evans 


AIM Trimark Investments Guildwood Presbyterian Church Rainbow Mechanical Services 
Apple Storage Inc. Hepburn Engineering Inc. Royal Capital Management 
Bereskin & Parr Integra Project Services Limited Smith, Sykes, Leeper & Tunstall LLP 
Black and Moffat Architects Inc. Lang Michener LLP Thornhill Presbyterian Church 
BMO Financial Group Marshall Macklin Monaghan Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Centura Floor Coverings Nor-line Plumbing & Mechanical Vengrowth Asset Management 
Dimock Stratton LLP Pearce Wellwood Inc. Walton Capital Management Inc. 
Dynamic Mutual Funds Powell Contracting Limited Yellow Pages Group 
Franklin Templeton Investments PricewaterhouseCoopers 


~ OTHER SPONSORS AND DONORS~ 


Aberdeen Florist Edge Imaging Longo’s Shoppers Drug Mart - York Mills 
Andrea Hagan Ed Quinn Madison Manor Boutique Hotel Gardens 
Barbara Borbas Estee Lauder Cosmetics Ltd. Milestone's Restaurant Shendy's Swim School 
Barclay’s Store for Men Fiona Roche Millenium BullionFund Smucker Foods of Canada Co, 
Bay Bloor Radio Frame Express Gallery Inc. Mounir & May Moughabghab Speedy Muffler, Brake & Wheel 
Betty Worthington Galati Market Fresh Myrna M. Fox U.E. Summit Golf & Country Club 
Black Photo Corporation Golf Town Canada Inc. National Post Summit Ladies 
Callaway Golf Canada Gordon Marshall Ontario Fire Equipment Tennis Canada 
Cambridge Corporate Development Inc. Great Glasses Pepsi-QTG The Benefits Trust 
Canadian Living Magazines Images That Suit Pheasant Run Golf Club The Fitness Institute 
Canyon Creek Chophouse IMG Canada Pizza Pizza The Miller Tavern 
Capilano Golf and Country Club Jim Russell PKF Hill LLP The Scottish Company 
Catalyst Consulting James and Hillary Di Giacomo RBC Thornhill Presbyterian Church 
Century Palace Chinese Restaurant Jim Mitchell RBC Dominion Securities Top Shelf Jerseys 
Cerelli Jewellers Joseph Flowers RBC Investments United Computer Business Inc. 
Citizen Watch Company of Canada, Ltd. justwhiteshirts Ruth's Chris Steak House Woody's Vodka Coolers 
Colleen Forrest Kinetrics R.V. Anderson Associates Limited  Yorkdale Shopping Centre 
Comfort Inn, Markham Lang Michener LLP Score Golf Magazine 
Donald J. Wright Q.C. Leslie Paint 


Sentry Select Capital Corp. 


DISCERNMENT 


part two 


Theology of the 


Cross 


Douglas Hall delves deep to seek truth. BY ARTHUR VAN SETERS 


hen the church seeks to 
discern its way, people like 
Walter Bryden and Stan- 
ford Reid challenge us to examine 
our deepest convictions. They prod us 
to recover something of the creative 
dynamic of our Reformed heritage. 
They believe that theology is not only 
essential but eminently practical. 
These are important voices from 
within our Presbyterian Church. But 
another Canadian voice invites us 
to travel even further because of his 
acute concern about how our theology 
engages the times in which we live. 
Douglas John Hall taught theology for 
more than 30 years, first at St. Andrew’s 
College, Saskatoon, and then at McGill 
University in Montreal. In the latter 
institution he had a direct impact on 
Presbyterian students studying at Pres- 
byterian College. His 2005 publication, 
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Bound and Free: A Theologian’s Journey, is a 
candid reflection on how he has sought, 
specifically on behalf of the church, to 
inter-relate Reformed theology and 
Canadian culture within the larger 
context of the world. It is a wonderfully 
accessible exploration, particularly of 
Luther’s theology of the cross, which 
inspires the church to grapple with the 
true radicality of the Gospel of Christ. 

Hall puts the matter simply. “For the 
theologian, it is a wonderful and liber- 
ating experience to discover just how 
spiritually vibrant, intellectually serious, 
and politically engaged ... Christian theo- 
logical discourse becomes when it is part 
of the life of a flesh-and-blood congrega- 
tion.” He adds that the more Christianity 
declines in influence and power, the 
more we need theology. We have to have 
deeper reasons for being the church than 
prestige and social affirmation. 


When churches diminish or margin- 
alize the contribution of serious theology, 
Hall argues, they “become collectivi- 
ties of a nebulous sort of “fellowship,” 
or of random activism, or of indifferent 
“spirituality,” or of moralisms old or 
new, or simply of “nice” people who 
don’t quite know why they are there but 
feel they ought to be.” Such churches 
become susceptible to the latest fads and 
programs promoted by the latest books 
shaped more by the surrounding culture 
than by the faith of the church. 

He explains the title of his book, 
Bound and Free, by saying that we are 
bound to a tradition, shaped in so many 
ways by the past, by our Reformed 
heritage. Yet we are also free in the 
present and for the future, for the way 
we struggle with how the Word of 
God speaks now with fresh vigour. To 
become theology, “Christian thought 
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must have been pierced to the heart by 
the pathos of the human condition here 
and now.” Theologians must discern the 
signs of the times and engage these reali- 
ties for the sake of the church. This, in 
turn requires theological courage, “the 
daring to think that one has really heard 
and understood the Christian message 
oneself, in all its existential profundity.” 
Early on, Hall discovered Luther, the 
16th-century Reformer who challenged 
him “to be truthful, to be myself, to 
accept myself despite all that was truly 
unacceptable about me. To trust.” Luther 
was not Hall’s hero but a very human 
figure—bombastic, impulsive and deeply 
honest. Luther helped him to see that 
“one can be a Christian and a doubter, 
a skeptic, a questioner of all sorts of 
pretensions to finality. Perhaps one can 
be a Christian and also oneself!” 
Recollecting the 1960s and 70s, Hall 
perceived that new voices were being 
heard in the world and in theology: those 
of women, African Americans, indige- 
nous people, the economically deprived 
and exploited, and others. There was a 
new openness—but with it there seemed 
to be more folksiness and less reverence, 
less substance and more performance. 
He observed that the tremendous wres- 
tling with theology in the first half of the 
20th century gradually dissipated before 
it got into the mainstream of Christian 


dialogue in the churches, 

But this was also a time when 
many felt an increasing awareness 
of the terrible reality of evil, of dark- 
ness in the world (war, racial violence, 
environmental crises, the exercise of 
raw military power, to name a few). 
Without entering the darkness of our 
time more deeply, the churches “will 
continue to exist largely on the surface 
of life and history.” 

So Hall asserts that only by way 
of the cross can we face and engage 
the realities of our social, cultural and 
historical context. Only in this way can 
hope truly engage our fears, anxieties 
and lostness. “The theology of the cross 
is the heart and centre of all theological 
and ethical thinking.” 

The way of the cross is utterly foreign 
to the social and religious ethos of our 
prevailing Anglo-Saxon culture. Such 
a theology is one that deals with chal- 
lenge as a struggle, the clash of oppo- 
sites, paradox and mystery. It was Luther 
who grasped so clearly that God is both 
revealed and concealed. God’s glory and 
power are manifest in weakness and 
suffering. This is difficult for us because 
instead of the confidence of faith we 
want certitude, instead of trust we prefer 
closure. Absolute certitude leads to 
fundamentalism, that is, a position of 
such exactness that those captivated by 
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compassion toward them, he began recruiting friends to help. 


That’s how World Vision was born. Today, for about a dollar a day, 
you can be a part of this great undertaking by helping to bring a 
needy child nourishing food, life-giving medicine, fresh, disease- 
free water and education for a future bright with promise. When 
you return this form, we'll rush you a sponsorship kit complete 


with your child’s photo and information. 


World Vision’s founder, Bob 
Pierce, wrote those words on 
| the flyleaf of his Bible almost 


It was during the Korean War, and 
he was deeply moved by the suffering 
of the children he saw around him. 
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it feel “delivered from all the relativities, 
uncertainties, indefiniteness and tran- 
sience of human existence”—which, of 
course, means that they end up denying 
their own finitude. The alternative is to 
trust in God who alone is infinite. 

As Hall looks at mainstream Prot- 
estant churches today he senses that 
they appear deeply demoralized, tenta- 
tive and cowed by the growth of non- 
mainstream churches. As a result, “they 
are failing to witness to the foundation 
principles of the Reformation and to 
distinguish them from Protestant aber- 
rations.” Here we need to clarify again 
what it is that we are bound to, namely 
an understanding of God’s involve- 
ment in the world rediscovered by 
the 16th-century Reformers—Calvin, 
Luther, Knox and others. 

The question, however, is, how are 
we now to speak of God in such a secular 
world as ours? “What words can be found 
to witness to God’s ineffable and incar- 
nate Word in an age that is notoriously 
distrustful of words?” Doing theology 
ends up being nothing less than a form 
of spiritual suffering. This finally takes us 
to the spiritual depths of the theologian’s 
struggle with God since we all fall short 
of becoming what we are called to be. 

Here Hall reminds us that it is not 
through faith that we are justified 
but by grace though faith—by the » 
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gracious act of God in the crucified 
Christ. Which is to say that in a can-do 
culture that exalts accomplishment, 
even faith is not an accomplishment but 
an avenue of acceptance. This does not 
absolve us of responsibility nor should 
we regard our salvation as something 
pre-determined. Rather, we affirm both 
God’s grace and our own freedom to 
respond to that grace. 

We always live between affirmation 
and counter-affirmation, given the living 
realities of our lives and the living reality 


of God. Faith is not simple because life 
is not simple; it is an ongoing struggle— 
but always with the encouragement and 
enabling of the Spirit. The quest of faith 
for understanding belongs not only to 
those who are ordained but to the whole 
people of God. 

In this quest for understanding the 
Bible is central for the church. This does 
not mean, however, a literalistic reading 
of the Bible. The authority of Scripture 
“is its capacity to let us hear the living 
Word that always transcends without 


Knox Presbyterian Church, 
Selkirk, Manitoba 


Knox Church seeks to call a full-time Minister of Word and Sacrament. 
The people of Knox desire a Minister who is devoted to lively, meaningful, 
worship, who can provide compassionate pastoral care for all ages, and who 
is keen to train and enable the ministry of our congregation. In theology and 
worship style we would appreciate someone “traditional” but “flexible”. We 
seek someone who is mature in their faith with an active prayer life. Knox is 
in particular need of stability and a settled pastoral presence at this point in 
our history. This is not a call for someone on the way to other things. 


Knox is a mature and supportive congregation. We offer a generous housing 
allowance, mid-level stipend, and an opportunity to minister in a vibrant 
small city with a village atmosphere and easy access to big city amenities. 


For further infor.mation please contact the Interim Moderator: 
Rev. James Ko 204-785-9834 309 Strathnaver Ave, Selkirk, MB, R1A 0H5 
email: pastorjames68@hotmail.com 


Please submit your application before May 15, 2008 


There are very few ministers in the PCC who will be able to meet 
this unique opportunity for ministry at Kerrisdale Church in 


beautiful Vancouver. 


BUT YOU MIGHT BE ONE OF THEM 


You will need the gifts to minister to an aging community of God’s 
people, the energy to minister to a young, contemporary community 


of God's people and the ability to build upon a growing partnership 


with a vibrant community of God's people from Taiwan 


ARE YOU THE ONE WHO MIGHT 
BEUP TO THIS CHALLENGE? 


If interested, please contact the Rev. Glen Davis at 


edavis@vst.edu or 604-827-0085 
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dismissing the written word.” Through 
the letter we listen for the spirit. 

We are living increasingly on the 
sidelines of society. According to Hall, 
this is not just about declining member- 
ship in the church; it is even more 
about declining influence over society 
as a whole. But then the prophets of 
ancient Israel were primarily marginal- 
ized and so, certainly, was Jesus in first- 
century Palestine. Perhaps we are even 
now as a church being prepared for a 
prophetic ministry! 

Hall ends with a further challenge. 
Delving deep down into life with all its 
questions, absurdities and disturbing 
realities can occur only to those who 
feel a profound obligation to seek truth, 
who have an overwhelming sense of 
vocation. There is a certain drivenness 
that impels engagement, a drivenness 
that emanates from the Spirit. Congre- 
gations may prefer to be uplifted, but the 
liberation of the Gospel into newness 
and hopefulness is by the lowly way 
of the cross. The pursuit of happiness 
so dominant in our culture doesn’t 
come anywhere near meeting our real 
needs—needs which cry out ultimately 
for meaningfulness that is honest. 

I believe, with Douglas Hall, that 
congregations are actually yearning for 
theology in the sense that they want 
to have a deeper sense of what they 
believe. But what they believe has to 
engage the real world with transparent 
truthfulness. Hall has centred our 
thinking in the cross of the risen Christ 
and in this volume he has invited us to 
see this theology as the lens through 
which to view our lives, our church and 
our world. In so doing he has opened 
up a way of genuine discernment. The 
real challenge, however, is to explicate 
just how distinctive the cross is in a 
competitive, often coercive culture in 
which winning and succeeding is almost 
always at the expense of someone else 
(and often at the expense of creation). 
Genuine hope for the church (and the 
world) comes through the crucified and 
risen Christ. 


Rev. Dr. Art Van Seters is Professor Emer- 
itus at Knox College, Toronto. This is the 
second of two articles. 
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Crisis 


hopeful. BY EMILY WIERENGA 


r. Richard Allen is frustrated. 

“Canadians have the means and 
opportunity to learn and keep 
current about the situations of various 
countries and peoples in the world, but 
unfortunately they often remain unin- 
formed,” says the Sarnia, Ont., native 
who has been working with the Presby- 
terian Church in East Africa since 1994. 
“One would hope that the fairly wide 
reporting in the media of the present 
Kenyan crisis will encourage Canadians 
_and others in the future to follow similar 
'world problems more closely.” 

A medical doctor, Allen is responsible 
for the HIV/AIDS program outside of 
Nairobi, in the Kikuyu district. “Iam not 
in personal danger. Expatriates [mission 
personnel, diplomats and others] from 
western countries are usually not in direct 
danger during the type of violent situa- 
| tion now occurring in Kenya.” Of course, 
ihe stresses, common sense is a necessary 
| weapon to carry when traveling locally 
| or elsewhere in the country. 

As little as six months ago Kenya 
}was a seemingly peaceful nation. But 
| tensions have been lurking for years and 
they exploded, often along ethnic lines, 
| after the December 27 election, when the 
| incumbent, Mwai Kibaki was declared 
}the winner. The vote was very close and 
| the chief opposition leader, Raila Odinga, 
declared foul. He said a “clique of people 
haround Kibaki” had rigged the results, 
}but that democracy was as unstoppable 
jas the “flow of the Nile.” 

“A few years prior to my arrival in 
!Kenya,” says Allen, “the government 
| abandoned its one-party state and allowed 
}multi-party elections. Since that time 


Kenya's 


Presbyterian Rick Allen is frustrated but 


and during my stay 
in the country there 
has been increasing 
freedom of speech 
and political diversity. 
In 2002, the party 
in power since inde- || 
pendence in the early 
1960s was defeated 


MISSION 


Graffiti on a wall tells a profound story. At press time a power- 


sharing deal between Kibaki and Odinga was imminent. 


in a national election 

and replaced by the opposition. In this 
present election ... it looked again that 
the government in power was going to 
be defeated through the ballot box, but 
that did not occur and has resulted in the 
present political crisis.” 

But it is the world’s silence that frus- 
trates Allen. “One wishes that church 
leaders and members would see that they 
have a role to play in facilitating and 
supporting social action that addresses the 
many injustices and human rights viola- 
tions in different parts of the world.” 

He holds up the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada as an example of faith in 
action. “The PCC collects funds through 
Presbyterian World Service and Develop- 
ment. These funds are then made avail- 
able to a division of the World Council 
of Churches which facilitates relief activi- 
ties in Kenya in cooperation with several 
Kenyan national churches.” 

Currently these funds are going 
towards providing food, water and 
clothing for the 300,000 displaced 
Kenyans running for their lives. 

Despite Kenya’s current chaos, Allen, 
along with the majority of Kenyans, 
believes this too shall pass. “After this 
crisis has greatly lessened or come to an 
end, God will help Kenyans to reflect on 


Rev. Rick Allen, centre, in Londiani, Kenya, 
with Rev. Joseph Mothally, left of him. 


what happened and why it happened, 
with the hope that such horrific events 
will be avoided from being repeated in 
the future.” 

He is hopeful for the future, and 
believes that through the prayers of 
churches worldwide and _ continued 
financial support, God’s vision for Kenya 
will come to pass. “It’s like His vision for 
all places: His people will strive to live 
peacefully and will learn to tolerate other 
ideas, traditions and religions.” 


Emily Wierenga is a freelance writer. 
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Always Generous 


Glenview raises $200,000 for Evangel Hall. By Mike wise & PETER BROUGHTON PHOTOS BY ANDREW FAIZ 


hen the Glenview, Toronto, congregation decided 

to support Evangel Hall’s Campaign Dignity in 

the fall of 2004, there were a few individuals 
wondering whether the congregation had taken on more 
of a commitment than it could handle. 

Led by Peter Broughton, Glenview’s campaign 
committee chair, the optimists prevailed. The campaign 
officially wrapped up last fall with Glenview achieving its 
goal of raising $200,000, representing about half of the 
annual givings to the church, to help Evangel Hall and 
Toronto’s homeless. 

“The campaign received a tremendous response by the 
congregation,” said Broughton. “It was unprecedented 
from Glenview’s point of view, and other congregations for 
that matter, to raise that amount for a single local commu- 
nity outreach project.” 
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In recognition of Glenview’s commitment to its cause, 
Evangel Hall named a chapel on its premises in honour of 
Glenview on February 10. 

For more than 90 years, Evangel Hall, an inner-city mission 
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, has served the home- 
less, hungry and ill by meeting their material, emotional and 
spiritual needs. To meet the growing need of Toronto’s home- 
less, a new facility was built to provide 84 new apartments for 
its residents and expand much needed programming. 

Some funding for transitional housing provided by the 
federal government gave the opportunity for the directors 
to consider the new building. When the plans were final- 
ized, a $6-million gap remained between the cost-of the 
building and available financing from governments, the 
sale of the old premises, and a couple of large grants from a 
foundation and the East Toronto Presbytery. 
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On facing page: Pat Brown, Marilyn Broughton and 
Barb Millichamp prep the chili and the salad; while 
April Watt serves one of Evangel Hall’s dinner guests. 
Evangel resident Judi and Evangel’s communications 
director Cindy Han share a laugh. 


Campaign Dignity was created to eliminate the 
$6-million debt incurred by the construction of the new 
building. The funds were needed to ensure that the expan- 
sion and enhancement of programs were the priority versus 
paying down interest and principal against the construc- 
tion debt. Churches were asked to raise $2 million and, it 
was hoped, $4 million would come from corporate dona- 
tions in an extensive fundraising effort. 

Glenview members have always been generous in their 
donations of food, clothing and money which enable the 
dedicated staff at the Hall to care for some of the city’s 
poorest people. At least once a year, the young people of 
the church serve Sunday dinners to clients at the Hall, and 
for many years, members of the congregation have served 
on the Board of Directors. The many volunteers who had 
served in many capacities at the old building on Queen 
Street West were well aware of its challenging inadequacies. 
It is not surprising then, that Glenview would be solidly 
behind the campaign to raise money for the new building. 


On this page: Joan Nielson talks to 

one of the guests. Steve Jackson doles 
out the chili. Portland Place resident 
Ron. In the group shot: members of 
Glenview, Toronto, who made, delivered 
and served dinner at Evangel Hall. 
Heather Elliott, April Watt and Steve 
Jackson enjoy the chilli. 


For Broughton and his fellow committee members, 
John Crocker, Leslie McCallum, Keith McLean, and Barbara 
Millichamp, the most satisfying aspect of their efforts is 
knowing that their work and the generosity of the Glen- 
view congregation is helping many desperate men, women 
and children find a safe refuge, build new lives, and focus 
on a positive future with hope and dignity. 

Glenview knows it has much to be thankful for. While we 
are proud of our contribution to Evangel Hall, we acknowl- 
edge that it was possible only through God’s grace. It is espe- 
cially fitting that it is the chapel at the Hall that has been 
named to recognize the strong bonds between us. The picture 
of Glenview Church which now hangs in the EH Chapel and 
the picture of Evangel Hall which hangs at Glenview will be 
constant reminders of how much we have to learn from one 
another as our mutual love continues to flourish. g 


Mike Wise and Peter Broughton are members of Glenview, 
Toronto. Broughton led the fundraising campaign. 
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A Good Foundation 


St. Andrew’s, Riverview, continues. BY SARA JEWELL 


hey are found on nearly every 

winding back road in_ this 

country, nestled amid hay fields 
and headstones: the white clapboard 
country church. With historic down- 
town churches throwing open their 
doors and modern churches thriving 
in the suburbs, the small white country 
church could be a quaint footnote in 
the story about church survival—until 
you meet the members of St. Andrew’s, 
Riverview, Nova Scotia. 

“As long as I could remember, 
church was held at the little school,” 
Donn Mattinson recalls while sitting 
on the front porch of his farmhouse 
along the shores of River Phillip in 
northeastern Nova Scotia. While the 
congregation formed in 1932, “in 
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1936, a minister [Rev. E.G. Foote] came 
in and decided they should build a 
church. A church for the community 
of Riverview,” the 81-year-old says. He 
points to his woodlot on the other side 
of the river. “They cut the logs across 
the river there and brought them over 
on the ice. In the spring, they hauled 
them to the site.” 

Mattinson’s father, Floyd Mattinson, 
also donated the quarter of an acre just 
up the road where the church sits. The 
pews and pulpit came from a church 
in New Anaan that had just closed and 
the rest of the materials were donated. 
They purchased what they had to. 

“Money was scarce,” remem- 
bers Mattinson, who was 14 at the 
time. “Everyone pitched in. Some 


didn’t give as much as others for the 
simple reason they couldn’t. Everyone 
was poor.” 

What they had were many hands to 
get the work done. “Community effort 
built that church,” Mattinson says. In 
the ’30s, the farming community of 
Riverview boasted at least eight large, 
solid Presbyterian families, including 
the Mattinsons, the Mackays, the 
Dixons, the Frasers and the Simpsons. 
While many of those names are still 
found on the mailboxes along Route 
301, the church now may see only 
eight people attend Sunday afternoon 
worship. 

Yet Mattinson remains adamant. 
“It’s a church for the community of 
Riverview and it always will be.” 
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The church’s 88-year-old clerk of 
session still remembers the awe she 
felt the day the church opened in 
1939. “It was a good feeling to know 
that the building was finished and we 
could have services there instead of in 
a schoolhouse,” says Dorothy Dixon. 
“It was really wonderful.” 


The church's 88-year-old clerk 
of session still remembers the 
awe she felt the day the church 
opened in 1939 


She is the last remaining Dixon to 
attend the church; her father-in-law, 
Philip, was the first Sunday school 
superintendent. There hasn’t been a 
Sunday school at St. Andrew’s in many 
years. Nor any new members. 

“Some of the people in this settle- 
ment are not Presbyterians,” she points 
out. “After the war, a lot of our young 
people married and settled in other 
places so we don’t have any young 
people. No children. It’s sad.” 

As the smallest of a three-point 
pastoral charge (along with Springhill 
and Oxford), St. Andrew’s meets only 
every other Sunday afternoon. With 
Oxford less than 15 minutes down the 
road, why not amalgamate? 


“The people in Riverview that 
go to this church wouldn’t go every 
Sunday or even every second Sunday 
to Oxford,” Mattinson states. “For 
the simple reason, they wouldn’t. But 
they’re more apt to go to the local 
church.” His own resistance has a deep 
personal source. “I was born here and 
I’m gonna die here and I’m gonna go 
to church here.” The emotion in his 
voice is unmistakable. For this former 
farmer and trucker, this church—and 
the routines of maintaining it and 
opening it up every other Sunday— 
must provide him with as much reas- 
surance as the house he has shared 
with his wife for 59 years. 

Dixon remembers her mother-in-law 
declaring that “as long as she was living, 
this little church would never close. She 
looked on it as a Mattinson church and 
she fought tooth and nail with Pictou 
Presbytery over different things to keep 
this church open.” More than 30 years 
after the death of Margaret Mattinson, 
St. Andrew’s remains open; better than 
ever, one could add. A generous bequest 
plus a few bake sales allowed the congre- 
gation to add a finished basement under 
the church in 1995. 

“All we had was a stone founda- 
tion,” Mattinson explains, “andit’s » 


Claude Casey and Donn Mattinson keep the grounds well tended. 


Knox Crescent 


~. Kensington 
& First (ACKF) 
Presbyterian Church 
A CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 
SEEKING TO BE A HAVEN 


OF HOPE, HOSPITALITY AND 
HEALING IN NDG AND BEYOND 


Our congregation is in the centre 
of a dynamic neighbourhood. 


Notre Dame de Grace (NDG), 


in Montreal, is a multi-cultural, 


multi-lingual community with 
~ excellent resources for all ages. 


Our congregation is in a period of 
transition. During three years of 
interim ministry, we have defined — 
our Christian identity, and made 
decisions about reducing the 

size of our large building. We are 
committed to making the new 


- Space welcoming and supportive 


of our ministry goals. 


-KCKF Church has numerous assets 
which encourage us on our journey; 
a talented Music Director, financial 
resources and a renewed sense 
_of purpose. 


JOIN USN DISCERNING GOD’S 
CALLING. PLEASE CONTACT OUR 
INTERIM MODERATOR. 

Rev. Glynis Williams 
1439 Ste Catherine Street West 
Montreal, QC H3G 1S6 
514-935-7799 
gwilliamsOO5@sympatico.ca 
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PASSAGES 


St. Andrew's, Riverview, today, left; and a community effort while being built, right. 


pretty hard to hold a building in any 
condition over the years unless you 
have a good foundation. The money 
was there and we decided to do it. It’s 
there forever.” 

The attachment to this building 
goes beyond donations of timber and 
front steps and tablecloths. “It’s the 
best example of the ‘church family,’” 
Rev. Elizabeth Davies says of her 
congregation at St. Andrew’s. “It’s a 
family in a very real sense. They know 
each other so well. They have absolute 
trust in each other.” 

Davies, who is retired, has been at 


this pastoral charge since 2004. Her 
impression of this congregation is that 
“they are steadfast and confident in 
their faith.” Yet when asked if there is 
any future for this church, she answers, 
“T don’t know. If you just look at the 
ages and the mobility, I don’t know 
what will happen. But I’m catching 
the feeling that as long as they can 
keep the doors open, they will.” 

If the youngest members of this 
congregation are nearing 60, what will 
sustain the church? “Faith is what built 
this church,” Dorothy Dixon says. “It 
was our faith that started it and our 


St. Andrew’s Church - Toronto 
pute J.S. Bach 


Wednesday, April 9 
Church Life in Leipzig” 
Wednesday, April 16 
“Music and Theology” 
ednesday, April 23 
“J.S. Bach and the Death 
of Jesus” 
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Seminar Leader 

Dr. John Derksen, Associate 
Professor of Church Music, 
Knox College, Toronto 


John Derksen will play some 
of Bach’s works on St. 
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Church Musician in Leipzig 
| Sessions begin with Supper at 5 p.m. 
Lectures begin at 6 p.m. 

| Cost $30.00 per Session or $75.00 for all 3 

| Sessions [includes Supper]. 

| For Lectures only, a donation would be 


| appreciated. 


Registration Fees are payable to 
St. Andrew’s Church 

75 Simcoe Street 

Toronto, ON M5J 2W9 

Attention: Judy Neal 

Tel 416 593 5600. 


Registrations must reach us by the 
revious Monday at noon. 


faith that kept it going.” 

The substantial donations of 
time, money and materials haven't 
hurt either. As his 82nd _ birthday 
loomed, Donn Mattinson admitted 
that his hope for the future of his 
church is growth. “For more people 
to move in and go to church. For it 
to stay open.” 

Is that realistic? There is a small 
hesitation before he answers. “Yep.” 
But his voice is quieter, lacking 
confidence. “Can’t see why not.” He 
believes, after all, that the small white 
church built by the edge of the woods 
rests on a good foundation. @ 


Sara Jewell is a freelance writer. 


# dale Presbyter lan Chup 
ye 129 Mt. Pleasant Rd., % 
Toronto 


Centennial and Celebration: 
10:30 am Worship 


April 13 - Rev. Wm. Klempa 
October 5 - Rev. Ruth Syme 


December 7 - Rev. Stanley Walters 


Former Organists Recital 
Sat., May 10 - 7:30 pm 


WWW.IrpCcC.Cca 
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BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


Matthew 28:1-8 (9-20) 
Easter Day, March 23, 2008 


worthwhile. The quietest student 

in class gets up to preach. Grips the 
pulpit for dear life. Knees shake. Voice 
breaks. Then we’re blessed by a true 
gospel sermon filled with authentic 
testimony. 

As Luke tells it, Peter turns out to be 
everything his teacher hoped he would 
be. But Jesus isn’t there to hear and 
evaluate Peter’s debut sermon. Neither 
is Luke. In his day, speeches aren’t 
recorded verbatim. They live on in the 
memories of those who hear them. Luke 
relies on such memories. Luke tells the 
story of the church’s beginnings. Peter 
is the hero of at least the first episodes. 
When he stands up to speak, his message 
represents the church’s testimony. 

Anna Carter Florence, a professor 
of preaching at Columbia Theological 
Seminary, Georgia, defines testimony 
as telling what you’ve seen and saying 
what you believe about it. Peter and 
his friends have seen and heard Jesus 
close up. Others around them may not 
have seen Jesus in person, but they 
see him in people like Peter. By the 
time Luke writes, another generation 
has received the first testimony and 
shaped it into their own. 

Luke’s account of Peter’s testimony 
on Pentecost day presents a Jewish 
witness, testifying to Jews. The first 
testimony to Jesus has to be grounded 
in Hebrew Scripture. Peter’s sermon 
may look to us like bad exegesis. In his 


|: what makes teaching preaching 


day, biblical interpretation is a 
much more creative process. 

The reading for today 
includes troubling words: “... 
this Jesus, whom you cruci- 
fied.” These words of Chris- 
tian Scripture and others (v. 23 
for example) have been used 
to justify anti-Judaism and 
anti-Semitism for centuries. 
But the apostles don’t begin 
by blaming all their fellow 
Jews and their descendants for 
Jesus’ death. They see in Jesus 
a fresh understanding of cove- 
nant, extended to embrace 
more people than they have 
ever dared imagine. Verse 39 is 
their invitation to take hold of 
an old promise for a new age. 

The Lectionary offers the 
first words of verse 14. Read 
the whole verse. Peter calls 
on “Men of Judea and all 
who live in Jerusalem.” Peter speaks 
to those who should know what the 
unholy Romans did to Jesus in the 
Holy City. Peter indicts the city that 
should have welcomed Jesus with 
open gates. Not every Jew. Not every 
Judean. But people who could, by a 
slight stretch of imagination, be called 
complicit in something much bigger 
than themselves. 

This is more than a _ westerner 
blaming Ottawa for everything and the 
weather, Oran easterner calling Toronto 
“sin city.” But remember how many of 
Jesus’ first followers are Galilean. How 
many are poor. Judea isn’t their home. 


PROGRESSIVE 
LECTIONARY 


Break 


Authentic testimony is being preached to us. 


Prosperous, powerful Jerusalem is more 
symbol than location. Jesus raged at 
the corruption of Jerusalem and wept 
over its spiritual poverty. Jesus, says 
Luke, had to go to the city (Luke 9:51). 
It was his hope and destiny. Only there 
could the event that would usher in 
the Kingdom take place. The Jerusalem 
of the Gospels and Acts is more symbol 
than location. 

You of this corrupt generation, 
says Peter, wouldn’t, couldn’t see God 
at work in your midst. Fear not. “For 
the promise is for you, your children, 
and all who are far away, everyone 
whom the Lord our God calls.” > 
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@ Thinking about Ministry 
“and Leadership? 


If you are thinking about ministry and leadership as a 
possibility for your life and wondering about where to 
study, we invite you to... 


Think: Montreal = one of Canada’s most vibrant cities — 
an urban postmodern setting with a rich blend of languages, cultures, 
creeds, and aspirations. 


Think: Integrated Program = rigorous academic 


theology combined with deep spiritual formation, relevant practical 
training, and exposure to the global church. 


Think: Top-Notch Faculty = combining the resources 
of the McGill Faculty of Religious Studies, The Montreal School of Theology, 
and the Presbyterian College Faculty under the leadership of the Rev. 

Dr. John Vissers. 


Think: In Ministry Year — an in-depth intensive 
integrated field education experience to learn the reality of ministry. 


Think: Mission -a college committed to “Shaping 
Transformational Church Leaders” in the Reformed tradition. 


Think: Christian Community = offering small classes, 
intimate and friendly surroundings and support systems that include 
affordable fees and generous bursary assistance. 


Think: 
The Presbyterian College, Montreal 


PN ENE TANTS 


Act: Check us out at www.presbyteriancollege.ca 


then contact us: 

The Presbyterian College 
3495 University St., Montreal, 
QC H3A 2A8 
tel: 514-288-5256 
info@presbyteriancollege.ca 
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(v.39) About 3,000 people re-claim the 
promise that day, says Luke. What can 
top that? Wait for next week’s reading! 

This week let’s hold Luke’s portrait 
of Peter, empowered by the Spirit. 
Made bold by his testimony on behalf 
of the church. Peter doesn’t stand 
alone. The words aren’t his own. He 
says what he and his friends have seen 
of God at work in the world through 
Jesus. And what they’re beginning 
to understand about it. Peter’s testi- 
mony doesn’t answer every ques- 
tion, solve every problem the gospel 
causes, or settle the relationship 
between Jews and Christians. It’s but 
a beginning. Isn’t every sermon just 
a beginning? Every testimony just an 
invitation to something greater than 
the witness could ever imagine? Our 
knees shake. Our voices break. But if 
we don’t let that stop us, authentic 
testimony will follow. m 


Rev. Laurence DeWolfe lives in Halifax. 


New St. James 
Presbyterian Church 


London, Ontario 


New St. James Presbyterian Church 

is seeking a Christian Education 
Coordinator to work with children, youth, 
and young adults, and to implement our 
Christian Education programs. 


This is anew contract position, up to 20 
hours per week, with an opportunity for 
renewal. Candidates must have post 
secondary education in a teaching or 
leadership program, previous experience 
in teaching children and youth, 
demonstrated leadership experience, 
and a personal faith in a Presbyterian 

or Reformed community. Salary will be 
commensurate with experience. 


Job description available on our 
website: www.newstjames.com 


Please send resumes to: 

Laurie MacNeill, 

New St. James Presbyterian Church, 
280 Oxford St. E., London, ON. N6A 1V4 
or email: Imacneill@newstjames.com 
(619-434-1127) 
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Saint 


There’s a huge journey from 
talking about Christianity and 
doing it. BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


eff is our youngest child, a big 

tough stylish kid, handsome and 

strong, the teenager all the little 

kids love and the kind girls phone 
to discuss math problems with (or at 
least that’s what they tell us when they 
finally get past our customer service 
department). His laugh was enough 
to bring the house down when he was 
a boy, but that contagious laugh be- 
gan to vanish by the time he turned 
12 and was completely extinct by his 
13th birthday. It’s a horrible thing to 
watch someone view life wearing the 
glasses of a teenager, trading in joy be- 
cause it isn’t so cool. 

Our kids have always laughed a 
lot, partly because they got their sense 
of humour from my wife’s side of the 
family, whose motto is this: “It’s all 
funny until someone gets hurt. Then 
it’s hilarious!” 

To complicate things, the boy was 
struggling in school. He was late on as- 
signments as often as the commercial 
flights I take. A teacher called to tell me 
that if he could issue marks below zero, 
he would give them to my son. Imagine 
telling your friends you have a minus 
23 in Chemistry. Not an F, but an H. 

I received a welcome phone call in 
the midst of all of this. It was Com- 
passion, the international child de- 
velopment agency, asking us to go to 
the Dominican Republic on a short 
mission trip. I prayed about it for one- 
third of a nanosecond, then eagerly 
said yes. | would run away from home. 
And take Jeff along. 

That night I waved the plane ticket 
in front of Jeff like a carrot. “Smarten 
up, listen up, and catch up on assign- 


ae 


ments or I'll give this to a complete 
stranger, maybe even the next girl 
who calls.” He smiled ever so slightly. 
“T will,” he promised. 

We were met at the airport in the 
Dominican Republic by Pastor Ber- 
nard, who has a glow about him like 
he works at a nuclear power plant. 
Bernard doesn’t say a lot, which is 
one of the first signs of sainthood. He 
speaks three languages fluently, but 
he’d rather listen to you. Jeff latched 
onto him during those 10 days. He 
listened to Bernard’s stories of God at 
work. He watched Bernard tell others 
of Jesus. Of his death and resurrec- 
tion. Of the hope He gives. Of the joy 
He brings. 

We stood in a village devastated 
by a hurricane, but Bernard’s face was 
beaming. “They want me to tell you 
that their houses are gone but it’s 
okay. The church is still standing.” The 
crowd smiled and nodded. Jeff kicked 
at a rock and shook his head. We saw 
children who subsist on food they’ve 
scrounged from the dump, kids with 


Bernard 


PHIL CALLAWAY 


hollow eyes and bloated bellies. When 
we Said good-bye, it was amid tears 
and ample hugs. If you were to ask 
me about the happiest moment of fa- 
therhood, I might mention the Friday 
soon after we returned. Jeff’s marks 
were up a little, hovering near the 
passing mark. And the laughter was 
back. Along about midnight I smelled 
something, so I crept to the kitchen to 
see what it was. 

The boy had cracked half a dozen 
eggs into a bowl, covered them with a 
pound of shredded cheese, and thrown 
an entire package of Canadian bacon 
into a sizzling frying pan. “Dad,” he 
said, “I’d like to sponsor a kid in the 
D.R. It’s 35 bucks a month, right?” 

I tried not to let him see my tears, 
then decided it didn’t matter. I’d just 
watched my son go from talking about 
Christianity to doing it. From follow- 
ing those who follow Jesus, to follow- 
ing Jesus for himself. 

Hope catches us a little by surprise. g 


Visit Phil online at www.philcallaway.com 
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NOW 
AVAILABLE! 


cr The Master Teacher: 
Sermons from Mark 


ir The Master Story Teller: 
Sermons From Luke 


cr The Master Preacher: 
Sermons from John 


r (sur-vuh nt tee-chur| pe 

n A Minister of Word and or Sarees a sn 2 p | 
teacher; a preacher; a leader, called by a 

ee peach and foster, in and out of the pu pit. 


Servant Teache 


By Sheldon MacKenzie 
$19.95 ea, plus S&H. 


To order: 604-853-0223 


Or available from: 
The Book Room, 50 Wynford Drive, 
Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 

Tel: 1-800-619-7301 


http://www.presbyterian.ca/bookroom/ 


We, a community of redeemed sinners at St. Andrew’s & St. Stephen’s 
Presbyterian Church in North Vancouver, British Columbia, invite you to consider 
ministering with us, an inter-generational, mid-sized congregation of 250-300 members 
and adherents serving within an affluent, diverse, multi-cultural urban setting on 
Canada’s west coast. 


We understand ourselves to be a God-centred, Christ-like, Spirit-filled community 
church, actively serving and nurturing one another and our neighbours. We are seeking 
a servant teacher who will help us fulfill that calling even more faithfully. 


oP ns tcl t uct 
. Andrew's Hall 


if God, in Christ through the Spirit, is exciting an interest 
in exploring this possibility further, please contact: 


The Rev. Dr. Brian J. Fraser 
Interim Moderator 

c/o #1402 — 1327 East Keith Road 

North Vancouver, BC V7) 3T5 

604-924-9650 

fraser@growingchurches.or¢g www.sasspc.bc.ca 


-“E per Basics” 


Online Course 2008 
What are the roles and responsibili- 
ties of elders? Join this course and 
explore the multifaceted answers to 
this and other questions with the 
Elders' Institute. 


St. Andrew's 


Presbyteryan 
: Z Church Markham Apri. 21 - May 30, 2008 
is searching for a | _. 

Please forward your resume to: Insti ir Rev Maren Horst 


LEAD Vi : N ISTER Alaa aa bide | bi tga Fee: $100 


NEE ree 50 Wynford Drive 
For information, visit our web site: Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 


www.standrews-markham,ca/search.htm dmuir@presbyterian.ca 


Join other ruling elders online! 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 


Tel. 1.866.794.8888 
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classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


FOR RENT: Lakefront cottage, Minden 
area. Modern kitchen, three bedrooms, 
1 1/2 baths. Good swimming. $1200.00/ 
week. Call 416-997-2717. 


FREE OFFERING - approx.50 good used 
bibles (kjv). St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church. Rev. John Barry Forsyth. 

256 Queen Street, Sherbrooke, QC. 

J1M 1K6 Tel: 819 - 837-1475 


Vif  Reeen\\ 


ih We ‘ BULLAS since 1904 


CLASS 0, 


15 Joseph Street, Kitchener 
Ontario, Canada N2G 1H9 


WS 7-579-658-0724 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 
Artists & Craftsmen 


of Stained Glass since 1856 


30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 


Moving to Victoria 
Or Needing Real 
Estate Information? 


Call JANE @ 
1-800-595-1535 
Email: jane@janelewis.com 
Website: www.janelewis.com 


Jane Lewis 
“It all Begins 
with Trust’ 


Member of St. Andrews Presbyterian Church for 20. years 
Boorman Investment Co. Ltd. 


for Church 


ferare Meetings, Receptions and other gatherings 


1-888-708 6667 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
416-977-3857 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


CROWN EX Robemakers and Tailors 


¢ Genuine tailor made °¢ Satisfaction guaranteed ¢ Affordable for 


Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 


CROWNEX Ltd., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M&Z 1S3 
Tel. (416) 503-1288 Fax. (416) 503-8788 E-mail: info@crownex.com 


www.crownhex,.com 


Record 


CANAL CRUISES 
RIDEAU CANAL 
TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 


magnificent 


the comfort of the 45-passenger 
“Kawartha Voyageur” riverboat with 
dining room, lounge, and twin lower 
berth staterooms with private facilities. 
5-day voyages. 

Send for colour brochure. 


ONTARIO WATERWAY CRUISES 
c/o CAPTAIN JOHN 
BOX 6, ORILLIA, ON. L3V 6H9 
1-800-561-5767 


New Horizons 
TOWER 

Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving matu- 
re adults for 30 years. See the latest show, 
ROM, AGO, TSO and much more! Close to 
downtown, hospitals, 24 hour security... 
steps to subway or bus, 
beautifully appointed single and double 
rooms, parking included. ..VISA, reasonable 
rates-Reserve today. Ask about our 
Boutique Hostel. ..Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


e custom designed memorial windows 
e traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration ¢ storm glazing 
. © custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED CAwardsglassco on.aibn.com 
1920 www.edwardsglass.net 


THE 
ROGET ¥ Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 
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POR LEE 
JOURNEY 


Talking Memorials 


The deeds of God speak powerfully in the lives of His people. BY DAVID WEBBER 


am not sure if it was all the unre- 

solved pastoral concerns we were 

leaving behind, or if we were all 
burned out from months of prepara- 
tion, or if it was some kind of spiritual 
premonition. But whatever it was, on 
the morning that we left for our two- 
week Ontario deputation tour and 
cross-Canada voyage last April, we 
were all in tears. 

Neither- ‘Linda = Chelseasnor, I 
wanted to leave the morning of April 
27. We all felt terribly vulnerable. In 
much trepidation, we packed the last of 
the stuff for the trip on the morning of 
our departure. I was checking the house 
for any last bits of musical equipment 
that we might need and I passed by 
Chelsea’s piano. Somehow I knocked 
an item off the top of the piano and it 
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fell behind. I crawled up on the piano, 
wedged my head up against the wall 
and tried to peer between the piano 
and the wall to see what it was that | 
had knocked off. Wedged between the 
piano and the wall was Great Grandpa 
Charlie’s little old Haida basket. One 
of his parishioners had given it to him 
about a hundred years ago when he 
was a missionary amongst these coastal 
people. Knowing if I left it there I might 
well forget where it was when I got 
back from our journey, I went through 
considerable antics to retrieve it. That 
being done, I placed it back in its place 
on the piano top and turned to get back 
to my sorrowful and reluctant packing. 

Something stopped me dead and 
seemed to say: “Go back to the little 
basket.” Not being one who is particu- 


larly prone to spiritual nudges, it was 
strange and out of character for me to 
comply. But I did, and stared at the 
little basket. 

It was like an inner voice said, 
“See?” And I did, almost instantly, See. 
I began to giggle. Linda and Chelsea 
came from where they were doing 
their last-minute preparations and 
stared at me. 

“What’s wrong with you?” Linda 
said. “Get on with it, man. We’ve got 
to get on the road.” 

“Right,” I chortled, “T’ll tell you as 
we drive.” About an hour later, after 
some prayers and tears, we started 
down the road. As we drove, I said: 
“So, do you want to hear what had me 
giggling back there?” 

“Do we have a choice?” Linda said, 
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her eyes still blinking back tears. 

“Probably not,” I said. I proceeded to 
tell how [had knocked off Great Grandpa 
Charlie’s Haida basket from the top of 
the piano, and how after I retrieved it, 
it seemed to communicate something 
to me. I told how I stood there gawking 
at the basket remembering how God 
had led my great-grandparents to leave 
their safe homes in merry old England 
and drag their family to live as mission- 
aries at Cape Scott on the most northern 
tip of Vancouver Island amongst a few 
Scandinavians and a whole mess of 
cougars (this time I didn’t tease Linda, 
who is Norwegian, about the cougars 
being the friendly residents). I told 
how I realized how God had been with 
Charlie and Agnes through it all, most 
notably Charlie’s frequent mission trips 
up and down the treacherous coast of 
B.C., which included one sinking off 
Haida-Quay and a thousand near misses 
as he ministered amongst the isolated 
coastal communities, including the 
Haida people where the basket had come 
from. I told how it came to me, clear as a 
bell, clear as spoken word, as I stared at 
the little basket, that God was saying to 
me, “David, if I could handle all of that 
journeying for Charles and Agnes in the 
days of horse and sail, I quite possibly 
can handle your little trip across Canada 
in your day of high-tech diesel pickups 
and fancy travel trailers. Get over it, get 
on with it, lam with you.” 

God speaking to my trepid little 
heart as I stared at that Haida basket not 
only encouraged my faith greatly, but 
the way it did made me giggle. I felt my 
story so connected to the likes of Joshua 
and numerous others in the biblical 
story. Over and over again, God calls 
people to take some simple thing and 
set it apart as a memorial. For Joshua, it 
is stones from the middle of the Jordan 
River (Josh. 4:22ff). For others it’s an 
altar perhaps, or broken bread and 
poured-out wine. The point is not in the 
memorial itself, but that the memorial 
would cause the deeds of God to come 
to life again on the lips of His people. 
The memorial was about telling. And so 
spoken, these deeds of God, with and on 
behalf of his people of the past, would 


speak powerfully into the lives of his 
current children to give them courage 
and hope and faith to go on. 

And so we went on, all the way to 
Ontario and then to the Maritimes. My 
best friend Jim died suddenly and unex- 
pectedly while we were away on our trip. 
We found out about it via cell phone. 
The shock of Jim’s death was devastating, 
but to find out about it in the middle of 
Montreal traffic, a city I had never been 
in before, whilst dragging a 26-foot 
travel trailer, dealing with traffic signs 
in a language I don’t speak and drivers 
who like to signal with both hands; well, 
it defies description. But what defies 
description more than anything else was 
that in all the years of our friendship, one 
in which we talked at least two or three 
times a week, I had never taken the time 
to clearly tell Jim about God and me; 
about what God was doing with me and 
for me and through me. Yes, he knew I 
was a Christian, of course he knew that. 
And he even knew quite well what I 
believed as a Christian, the theology and 
doctrine of it all. But I never really and 
clearly told him why I believed, what 
Christ had done and was doing in my 
life. For some reason this personal telling 
seemed too difficult for me. The occasion 
just never seemed right. 

And you know, it would have 
made such a difference at so many 
levels to tell that story. 1 wonder now 
if a few stones or a basket or some- 
thing would have helped? Some kind 
of talking memorial thing that would 
have caused Jim to say, “Dave, what do 
these stones mean?” Something that 
would have given me the occasion and 
reminder to say, “Jim, do you want to 
know what these stones mean?” I am 
sure it would have been the catalyst for 
telling the story about God and me, 
a kind of talking memorial. It would 
have meant the world to me to tell that 
story. I am pretty sure that it would 
have meant the world to Jim too. 


Rev. David Webber is a_ contributing 
editor to the Record. He is a minister of 
the Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry. 
His books include Like a Winteris Aspen: 
Embracing the Creatoris Fire. 


@ 
ECCLESIASTICAL 


INSURANCE YOU CAN BELITEVE 1M 


The Insurer of Choice 
for Places of Worship 


¢ Founded in England by church- 
men in 1887, Ecclesiastical has 
more than 100 years of experience 
protecting places of worship and 
faith communities. The Canadian 
Branch opened in 1972. 


* Ecclesiastical Insurance is an 
independent company owned by 
a charitable trust. 


¢ Profits are returned to our Owner 
for redistribution to charitable 
causes. 


* Our products & services are 
specialized in response to the 
needs of our faith customers. 


* We are committed to building 
long-term relationships with our 
customers. 


As a specialist insurer of 
places of worship, we seek to 
advise & protect those who 
enrich the lives of others. 


For more information, please 
contact your nearest regional 
branch or visit our website 


Atlantic Regional Branch 
902 492 4548 


Central Regional Branch 
416 484 4555 


National Programs Branch 
416 484 4555 


Western Regional Branch 
403 538 0175 


Pacific Regional Branch 
604 605 1111 


www.ecclesiastical.ca 
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KIDS PAGE 


Called to 
nder 


CREATED BY ERIN WALTON 


Vhat is Mission: 


Do you remember the story from the Bible about the Loaves 
and the Fishes? In that story, only one boy had some fish and 
bread to eat—but when it was given to Jesus to share with all 
the people who had gathered, there was “Enough for All’ This 
is the theme of Presbyterian World Service and Development 
for 2007 - 2008. 


lf we all give just a little tiny bit of what we have, there 


ould be enough for all in this world — and that’s what 


1. Send a Youth to Camp 
mission’ is all about. The Annual National Youth Camp in Guyana provides 
: i Bible study, leadership training, crafts, music, first aid 
You may think, “But I'm just a kid! What can | do?” training and drama. Many campers are from very poor 
families. The camp lets them leave hardship behind as 
It’s Eas y! Just go to www.presbyterian.ca/bookroom to they swim, play games and interact with other Christians. 
download a PDF version of the “Gifts of Change” catalogue. Read The camp helps these young people to develop self- 
confidence and discipleship. The fruits of this ministry will 
multiply in church and society for a long time to come. 
Forty dollars allows a youth to attend camp. 


the catalogue with your family or church school, or whoever you 
have decided to do your mission project or “Something Extra 
Project” with. Choose something that interests you and make a 


note of the project code. Then, visit www.presbyterian.ca/donate/ De Help a Child Stay in School 


somethingextra , enter your chosen project code and follow the Tyndale St. George’s educational development program 


helps vulnerable children in Montreal. Specialized 
tutoring, supervised group homework, a study skills 
program and internet access help the children 
successfully complete school projects. Your gift can help 
make a difference in the life of a child! 

$7.50 buys 10 erasers 

$25 buys one text book 

$42.50 buys five boxes of markers 

$140 buys 75 rolls of scotch tape 

$1,200 buys one laptop computer 


instructions. 


If you would like more information about the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada’s mission work in Canada, 
visit www.presbyterian.ca for more information. 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


Synod of the Atlantic Provinces 

Pictou, N.S., St.Andrew’s Presbyterian Church; In- 
terim Moderator Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, PO Box 
142, River John, NS BOK 1NO; 902-351-2219 (s) or 
902-351-2473 (h); jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 

Sunny Corner Pastoral Charge, N.B., St. Stephen's, 
Sunny Corner, St. Paul's, Warwick; Rev. Kimberly 
Barlow, 21 English Settlement Rd., Stanley, NB 
E6B 2C7; 506-367-2415; kbarlow@nbnet.nb.ca. 


Synod of Quebec and Eastern Ontario 

Beaconsfield, Que., Briarwood Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. John Vissers, 
Presbyterian College, 3495 University, Montreal, 
QC H3A 2A8; 514-288-5256 extension 201; 
jvissers@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Gloucester (Ottawa), Ont., Gloucester Presby- 
terian Church; Half-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian Auret, PO Box 609, 
Manotick,ON K4M 1A6; 613-692-4228; 
adrian.auret@sympatico.ca. 

Lachute, Que., Margaret Rodger Memorial 
Presbyterian Church; Rev. Dr. Bill Klempa, 155 
Lake Louisa Rd.N., Wentworth, QC J8H 0C5; 
450-533-5321; wklemp@po-box.mcgill.ca. 

Pincourt, Que., Ile Perrot; Mark Farrell, Convener, 
Search Committee, 242 Fifth Ave., Pincourt, QC 
J7V 5L3; 514-453-4796; markim@ca.inter.net. 


Synod of Central, Northeastern 

Ontario and Bermuda 

Barrie, Ont., Westminster Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Keith Boyer, 294 St. 
Vincent St., Barrie, ON L4M 4A1; 705-735-9211; 
keb-cvb@sympatico.ca. 

Cambridge, Ont.; St. Andrew’s Galt Presbyterian 
Church; Minister of Word and Sacrament, 
Full-time; Interim Moderator Rev. Bill Bynum, 
c/o St. Andrew's Galt Presbyterian Church, 

130 Victoria Ave., Cambridge,ON N1S 1Y2; 
knoxpreston@golden.net. 

Englehart, St. Paul’s; Tomstown, Ont., Tomstown; 
St. Paul's and Tomstown Pastoral Charge, 
approximately 10 km from Tomstown; Full- 
time minister; Search Committee Chair Mr. 
Randy Ford, PO Box 737,Englehart,ON POJ 
1HO; treeline@ntl.sympatico.ca. 

Markham, Ont., St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Don Muir, 50 Wynford 
Dr., Toronto, ON M3C 157;416-441-1111 or 
1-800-619-7301 ext. 223; dmuir@presbyterian. 
ca; www.standrews-markham.ca/search.htm. 


Mississauga, Ont., Dixie Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Reid Chudley, PO Box 
16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 1Z0; 519-855-6216; 
r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

New Liskeard, Ont., St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church; Opening for a Full-time Minister, 
Single-point charge; Search Committee, 

PO Box 908, New Liskeard, ON POJ 1P0; 
705-647-8401; standrewsnl@parolink.net. 

Nobleton, Ont., St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Chris Carter, 13190 
Keele St. King City, ON L7B 1J2;905-833-2325; 
cmcacarter@rogers.com. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Giles and South Mo- 
naghan and Centreville Presbyterian Church; 
Full-time minister for two-point charge; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Paul D. Johnston, 

22 Hillview Dr., Bobcaygeon, ON KOM 1A0; 
705-738-6424; knoxpres.paul@bellnet.ca. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Stephen’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o Knox 
College, 59 St. George St., Toronto, ON M6S 
2E6; s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Richmond Hill, Ont., Richmond Hill Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Daniel Scott, 39 
Saint Ave., Bradford, ON L3Z 3E6; 905-775-7274; 
ddscott@rogers.com. 

Scarborough, Ont., Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Interim Moderator Rev. Ann Blane, 
1300 Danforth Rd., Scarborough, ON 
M1J 1E8;416-267-7897. 

West Toronto Presbytery, York Memorial; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr.Lance Odland, 11 Cross St., 
Toronto,ON M9N 2B8; 416-241-9533; 
lance@westonpresbyterianchurch.com. 

Ancaster, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Anne Yee-Hibbs, c/o Erskine Presbyterian 
Church, 19 Pearl St.N., Hamilton, ON L8R 2Y6; 
synodaec@on.aibn.com. 

Binbrook, Knox and Carluke, St. Paul's; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Garfield G. Havemann, 

c/o Chedoke Presbyterian Church, 865 
Mohawk Rd.W., Hamilton, ON L9C 7B9; 
ghavemann@chedokechurch.ca. 

Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 11 
White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@bfree.on.ca. 

Caledonia, Caledonia Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeff Chalmers, 117 
Argyle St.N., Caledonia, ON N3W 1B8; 
905-765-4524: jeff.chalmers@ontario.ca. 

Chatsworth, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church; 
Dornoch, Latona Presbyterian Church; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Michelle Butterfield-Kocis, 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
Notices are $40 for one-time; $25 for four 
insertions or more. Deadline to have your notice 
added is six weeks prior to month; so, for June 
2008 the deadline will be Apr. 15th, 2008. 


c/o Westminister Presbyterian Church, PO 
Box 359, Paisley, ON NOG 2NO; 519-353-6020; 
Westminster.stpaul@bmts.com. 

Hamilton, MacNab St.; Rev. George Robertson, 
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VACANCIES 


80 Mill St.N., PO Box 221, Waterdown, ON 


LOR 2HO; 905-689-8115; rev.george@bellnet.ca. 


Hamilton, New Westminster; Half-time; Rev. R. 
Docherty, c/o St. John’s Presbyterian Church, 
10 Mountain St., Grimsby, ON L3M 3J6; 
905-945-5352; admin@stjohnsgrimsby.com. 

London, St. Lawrence; Half-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Lynn Nichol, 783 Victoria 
St., London, ON NS5Y 4C9; 519-434-2476; 
briarhill33@yahoo.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox Presbyterian Church; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Catherine Calkin, 3403 
Perth Rd.130,R.R.2 St.Pauls,ON NOK 1V0; 
519-393-6395; calkin@quadro.net. 

Molesworth, St. Andrew’s; Part-time position; 
John Zondag, 220 Livingstone Ave.N., 
Listowel, ON N4W 1P9;519-291-4690; 
jzondag@wightman.ca. 

Port Dover, Knox and Hagersville, St. Andrew's 
(two-point charge); Interim Moderator 
Rev. Kathy Morden, Knox Presbyterian 
Church, 2058 Main St.N., Jarvis, ON NOA 1JO0; 
519-587-2565; knoxchal@bellnet.ca. 

Sarnia, Paterson Memorial; Vacancy begins 
April 1,2008; Rev. Ena Van Zoren, PO Box 421, 
Wyoming, ON NON 1T0;519-845-1931; 
enavanz@gmail.com. 

Simcoe, St. Paul's; Rev. Dr. Stan Cox, Interim 
Moderator c/o St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, 
85 Lot St., Simcoe, ON N3Y 184;519-426-1845; 
sppc@kwic.com; www.stpaulssimcoe.com. 

Stoney Creek, Heritage Green; Half-time position; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Bob Geddes, c/o The 
South Gate Presbyterian Church, 120 Claredon 
Ave., Hamilton, ON L9A 3A5; 905-385-7444; 
bobgeddes@mountaincable.net. 

Thornbury, St. Paul’s; Rev. Alice Wilson, 

PO Box 20004, Hanover,ON N4N 371; 
standrews@wightman.ca. 

Wallaceburg, Knox Presbyterian; Interim Mode- 
rator Rev. Mike Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 60 Fifth St. Chatham, ON N7M 4V7; 
519-352-2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 

Woodstock, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. 
Lonnie Atkinson, c/o St. Paul’s Presbyterian 
Church, 56 Thames St.S., Ingersoll, ON NSC 
2S9; 519-485-3390; stpauls@execulink.com. 


Synod of Manitoba and 

Northwestern Ontario 

Regional Staff Personnel, Convenor; Search 
Committee Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 

Brandon, Man., First Presbyterian Church; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Paul Sakasov, 338 11th St.E., 
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Brandon, MB R7A 5W7; 204-727-2385; 
paul@pcbrandon.com. 

Carberry, Man., Knox-Zion Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jean Bryden, 808 
9th St. NW, Portage la Prairie, MB R1N 3L3; 
204-857-4815; jbryden@mts.net. 

Selkirk, Man., Knox Presbyterian Church; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Robert Murray, PO Box 222, 
Pinawa, MB ROE 1L0; 204-753-8439; 
pcf@granite.mb.ca. 


Synod of Saskatchewan 

Saskatoon, Circle West; Parkview; Rev. Amanda 
Currie, 436 Spadina Cres. E, Saskatoon, SK S7K 
3G6; 306-242-0525; standrews@sasktel.net. 

Weyburn, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Tae-Wook 
(Jonathan) Kwon; PO Box 7, Grenfell, SK SOG 
2B0; 306-697-2612; joyktw@hotmail.com. 


Synod of Alberta and the Northwest 

Calgary, Alta., Trinity Presbyterian Church; Interim 
Moderator Rev. David Vincent, 56 Scenic Rd. 
NW, Calgary, AB T3L 1B9; 403-547-7700; 
dave.barbvincent@shaw.ca. 

Chauvin, Alta., Westminster and Wainwright, 
Alta., St. Andrew’s Pastoral Charge; Rev. 
Stephen Haughland, PO Box 663, Killam, AB 
TOB 2L0; 780-385-2147; tepkje@telus.net. 

Edmonton, Alta., Callingwood Road Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Bob Calder, 
6607 31st Ave.,Edmonton, AB T6K 4B3; 
780-462-2446; crpc2007@gmail.com. 


Synod of British Columbia 

North Vancouver, St. Andrew’s and St. Stephen’s 
Presbyterian Church; Rev. Dr. Brian J. Fraser, 
Interim Moderator, 1402-1327 East Keith 
Rd., North Vancouver, BC V7J 315; 
fraser@growingchurches.org. 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Vancouver, Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church; 
Co-Interim Moderators Revs. Joyce and Glen 
Davis, 6040 lona Dr., Vancouver, BC V6T 2E8; 
604-822-9807; gdavis@vst.edu. 


Obituaries 


COCHRANE, Reverend Robert Browne, born 
March 13, 1931, in Rosetown, Sask., and 
died Dec. 2, 2007, in Stratford, Ont. Robert 
was a minister in the Presbyterian Church for 
50 years and served his faith and his church 
with love and care in many areas of Canada 


after graduating from Knox College. Robert 
and his wife Sheila served in Flin Flon, Man., 
Brandon, Man., Nanaimo, B.C., Toronto, 
Ont., Hamilton, Ont., and Milverton, Ont. 
He retired to Stratford, where he attended 
Knox Presbyterian Church. 

Robert was the son of the late Stephen 
and Edythe (Browne) Cochrane and. his 
late step-mother Marion (MacLennan) 
Cochrane. He was the beloved husband of 
Sheila (Smith) Cochrane, whom he married 
on April 5, 1958. As was said in his eulogy: 
“Life was not easy for Bob—his health was a 
roller coaster but his faith was always a source 
of strength for him. And God gave him a life 
partner who stood by him through thick 
and thin.” Loving father of Maureen and 
husband John Hengeveld of Stratford, Ont., 
and Judy and husband Shawn Denstedt of 
Calgary, Alta. Sadly missed by grandchildren 
Jeremy, Stacey, Katelyn, Emily and Sam. Dear 
brother of John and wife Joan Cochrane of 
Vernon, B.C., and Kathleen and husband 
Reynold Robertson of Saskatoon, Sask.; also 
missed by sister-in-law Margaret Darbyson 
of Vernon, B.C. Robert was predeceased by 
his brother-in-law James Foster Smith. 


GORHAM, Rev. Dr. Nora Agnes, on Oct. 17, 
2007. Nora was born in Edinburgh and 
graduated from St. Andrew’s University with 
a Bachelor of Science degree. In 1948, she 
and her husband John Gorham migrated to 
Toronto where she taught for a number of 
years while her four children were in school. 
During the 1970s, she enrolled at Knox 
College and after graduation accepted first 
a two-year mission appointment and then 
a call to Patterson Presbyterian Church, 
where she faithfully served from 1980 until 
2000. The latter years of that ministry were 
a joint ministry with Rev. Kenrick Keshwah. 
Following her retirement in 2000, Nora 
became a minister-in-association at 
Patterson Church. Nora remained active 
and involved until her death. Her faithful- 
ness to Christ and her calling to serve were 
apparent to all who met her. 


JOHNSTON, Rev. John Alexander, M.A., 
Th.M., Ph.D, D.D., beloved husband of 
Heather; dear brother of Mary of Waterloo, 
Ont.; loving father of Andrew (Beatrice) of 
Ottawa, Ont., Ian (Kelly) of Bedford, N.S., 
and Mary (lan Winter) of Ottawa, Ont.; 
and grandfather to eight grandchildren. 
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As a result of major injuries sustained in an 
automobile accident, he died in Hamilton, 
Ont., on Jan. 10, 2008, in his 81st year. 
Founding minister of St. Giles Presbyte- 
rian Church, Prince George, B.C., St. Timo- 


_ thy’s Presbyterian Church, Ottawa, Ont., 


and Lagos Presbyterian Church, Nigeria. For 


27 years, he was minister of historic MacNab 
. Street Presbyterian Church in Hamilton, 
' Ont., and for the last eight years, interim 


minister of Alberton Presbyterian Church. 


| He was Curator of the National Presbyterian 
_ Museum, Toronto, and long-time convenor 
_ of the General Assembly’s committee on 
history and archives and the Canada- 


China program of the Canadian Council 


' of Churches. His service in the church also 
' included national committees of Christian 


_ education, world mission, church growth, 
_ the E. H. Johnson Trust, and Crieff Hills. 


His service beyond the church included the 
long-time presidency of the Leprosy Mission 


| Canada and the Ecumenical Study Commis- 
/ sion on Public Education in Ontario; trustee 


of the Hamilton-Wentworth Public School 


| Board; and member of the mayor’s race rela- 
_ tions committee and the Historical Board of 
_ Hamilton. “Carried by Grace.” 


MACDONALD, Reverend Dr. R. Douglas, 
C.D., B.A., D.D., devoted servant of the 


_ Presbyterian Church in Canada, died in 
_ Owen Sound, Ont., on Nov. 17, 2007, in his 


94th year. Dr. MacDonald was a son of the 
manse, the eldest of four children to Rev. 


| Dr. and Mrs. C. H. MacDonald and brother 


of Peggy (deceased), Marion and Helen. In 


| 1940, he married Laura M. Wilkin and they 
_had four children: Mary Ellen (Michael 


Pauly), Rory (Eva Jean), Greta (Steven Gott- 


_lieb) and Angus (Carol); eight grandchil- 
| dren and three great-grandchildren. 


From 1940-1942, he served in Alma 


Street, St. Thomas and Tempo churches; 
from 1942-1946 in the Canadian Armed 
| Forces 


(infantry and chaplaincy) in 
Canada and overseas and later during the 


| occupation in Germany; from 1946-1969 
in St. Andrew’s Tillsonburg, Ont., and 
| St. Andrew’s Windham Centre, 


Ont 
| and from 1972-1980 in Tolmie Presbyte- 
_rtian Church Port Elgin, Ont., and Knox 
| Presbyterian Church Burgoyne, Ont. He 
was active on church committees and in 
| the life of the towns where he lived and 
_ served from the time of his ordination as a 


| 


OBITUARIES 


$2.127 MILLION 


That’s the amount more than 100 Presbyterians 


have given the church to support... 


camps, theological colleges, 
PWS&D, Presbyterians Sharif 
efc., etc 


or all of which is tax-free, for the 


Interested in learning how you, too, can m 


church and simultaneously receive a gus 


for the rest of your life and the life of your spouse? 


Call or e-mail the Planned Giving Office and say, 


“| saw your ad in the Record and I’d like to learn more 
about GIFT ANNUITI 


For more information and a free gift annuity quote, contact: 


The Planned Giving Office 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada 


50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, Ontario M3C 1J7 


1-800-619-7301 
plannedgiving@presbyterian.ca 


www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving/giftannuities 


Planting seeds of hop e. For generations to come. 


Minister of the Word and Sacraments. He 
was awarded the Canadian Decoration in 
1967 and Knox College conferred on him 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity in 1977. 
Since his retirement from the active 
ministry in 1980, he and his wife Laura 
lived at Bruce Beach near Kincardine, Ont. 
He last preached the gospel at the Bruce 
Beach Open Air Church in August 2007. 


TAYLOR, Rev. Roy, retired Presbyterian 
Church minister and WWII veteran died 


in Bowmanville, Ont., on Dec. 13, 2007. 
Roy, beloved husband of Dorothy Kath- 
leen, was the father of Victoria, Gordon, 
Allen, Barry and the late Leslie Ann. Roy is 
lovingly remembered by six grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren. 

Roy graduated from Knox College after 
a Career in the Canadian Forces. He served 
in Roslin, Fuller and Roxborough, the 
charge of Stirling and West Huntington, 
the congregations of Knox, Sudbury and 
the charge of Paisley and Glammis. 
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FROM THE 
MODERATOR 


New beginnings 


Healing and reconciliation is a long-term process. 


BY REV. DR. J. H HANS KOUWENBERG 


participate in a national aborig- 

inal and church leaders tour to 
highlight the need for healing and 
reconciliation between Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal people. From March 
1-10 we are scheduled to visit Ottawa, 
Saskatoon, Winnipeg and Vancouver. 
(There will be extensive coverage of 
the tour in next month’s Record.) 

The following passage is taken from 
Philip Yancey’s Rumours. of Another 
World, and is just one example of the 
“amazing grace” Yancey discovered as 
he heard stories about the work of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
which was established in South Africa 
in 1995 after the election of a demo- 
cratic government and the abolish- 
ment of apartheid which had pitted 
white people against black people. The 
commission was established to give 
black people an opportunity to speak 
out, in a quasi-legal forum, about 
the terrible atrocities that had been 
committed against them and to give 
white peoples an opportunity to listen 
to their concerns and, when appro- 
priate, to confess their own complicity 
in the process. 

The courtroom grew hushed as_ the 

elderly woman who had lost first her 

son and then her husband was given a 
chance to respond. “What do you want 
from [this policeman]?” the judge asked. 


[= writing this column before I 
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She said she wanted [him] to go to the 
place where they burned her husband’s 
body and gather up the dust so she 
could give him a decent burial. His head 
down, the policeman nodded agreement. 
Then she added a further request, “[He] 
took all my family away from me, and 
I still have a lot of love to give. Twice a 
month, I would like for him to come to 
the ghetto and spend a day with me so 
I can be a mother to him. And I would 
like [him] to know that he is forgiven by 
God, and that I forgive him too. I would 
like to embrace him so that he can know 
my forgiveness is real. 

Most western systems of legal 
justice would have punished the 
policeman for what he had done. 
But, surprisingly and wonderfully, 
forgiveness was extended. “Restorative 
justice,” so familiar to our Aboriginal 
friends, which can take place in a 
“healing circle” was offered. And thus, 
the possibility of new paths of recon- 
ciliation and healing beckoned. 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
is delighted that the federal govern- 
ment has made a commitment in the 
last throne speech to apologize to 
Aboriginal people for the sad legacy of 
residential schools. We are on record 
as affirming the benefits of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission which 
will be established by the Government 
of Canada to allow former students of 
residential schools to share their expe- 
riences in a safe and culturally appro- 
priate manner. We believe this will 
contribute to many opportunities for 
all people of good will to walk in new 
paths of reconciliation and healing 
as we seek to develop a more fair and 
lasting resolution of the infamous 
legacy of these schools. 

Based on the experience and report 


of those who worked on the successful 
South African commission, we believe 
the work of this Commission will 
contribute to the Grace that can come 
to those who are in a place of vulner- 
ability and openness. We believe this 
forum will allow the First Nation, 
Inuit and Métis people an opportunity 
for the Grace of “telling the truth, in 
love.” We believe it will provide an 
opportunity for many of us to exercise 
the Grace of listening to other people’s 
real abuse, suffering and pain. Further, 
it will provide opportunity, once 
again, for the churches to acknowl- 
edge their past shortcomings and fail- 
ures. We believe it will also provide 
opportunities for possible forgiveness 
to be graciously offered, once again, 
by First Nations, Inuit, and Métis 
people and for new beginnings in our 
mutual walk towards greater healing 
and reconciliation. 

We are committed to the pursuit 
of long-term right relationships with 
Aboriginal people. We want to help 
our church members and other Cana- 
dians understand that reconciliation 
is a long-term process of relationship- 
building, needing as many peoples’ 
involvement as possible. And, then, 
as this is only a beginning, we realize 
that the issues in building a better rela- 
tionship will extend well beyond the 
legacy of the residential schools. 


Heartily, in Christ, 


Rev. Dr. ]. H. (Hans) Kouwenberg 
Moderator of the 133rd General Assembly 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
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BENEDICTION 


Rev. Dere ; fiacleod listens to 
a dinner gu est at Evangel Hall 
in February. 


m akest a feast, 


ou sha t be blessed; 
fOr hey cannot recompense thee: 
: for thou shalt be recompensed 
at the resurrection of the just. 
Luke 14:14-15 
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Who is this that appears like the dawn, fair as the moon, 


bright as the sun, majestic as the stars in procession? 
Song of Songs 6: 10 
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FOR THE 
RECORD 


CIVILIZED AND 
ASSIMILATED 


Natives are denied power and wealth. By DAVID HARRIS 


he timing was surreal. Remembering the 

Children: An Aboriginal and Church 

Leaders’ Tour to Prepare for Truth and 
Reconciliation concluded mid-March. A week 
later, Ontario judge Patrick Smith sentenced six 
leaders from Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug 
(Big Trout Lake First Nation) in Northern 
Ontario to six-months’ jail for contempt of 
court. Their crime? Failure to abide by a court- 
ordered injunction aimed at preventing them 
from peacefully protesting against mining 
exploration on their traditional lands. 

At stake? Possibly one of the largest platinum deposits on 
the continent as well as uranium deposits. 

One of Bill Clinton’s first presidential campaign planks 
was “the economy, stupid.” If only. 

The roots of the word economy in Greek are house- 
hold (oikos) and law or plan (nomos). The economy should, 
then, refer to the ordering of the entire fiscal well-being of a 
country and all its inhabitants. Not just investors in mining 
companies. Not just governments seeking royalties to fatten 
our coffers. 

So why are the aboriginal people of Canada still forced 
to go to jail to defend their right to negotiate over land that 
was theirs—as is now acknowledged in Canadian law—before 
Europeans arrived? 

Even the treaties that are so frequently violated reveal 
their primary purpose was to wrest the land from the various 
tribes so that the federal and provincial governments and 
resource companies could become rich. 

As a 1905 agreement between the federal government and 
Ontario notes: “No site suitable for the development of water- 
power exceeding 500 horse-power shall be included within the 
boundaries of any reserve.” This is reinforced in Treaty 9: “No 
valuable water-powers are included within the allotments.” 

Power and wealth is not for natives. 

Witness also the opening of Treaty 9 which, incidentally, 
includes Big Trout Lake. 

“{T}he said Indians have been notified and informed by 
His Majesty’s said commission that it is His desire to open for 
settlement, immigration, trade, travel, mining, lumbering, 
and such other purposes as to His Majesty may seem meet, a 
tract of country .... 
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[And] His Indian people may know and be 
assured of what allowances they are to count 
upon and receive from His Majesty’s bounty 
and benevolence.” 

That bounty and benevolence must have 
been hard to resist, offered as it was by a 
commissioner from the Department of Indian 
Affairs, Duncan Campbell Scott, who’s most 
famous statement was: “I want to get rid of 
the Indian problem. I do not think ... that the 
country ought to continuously protect a class 
of people who are able to stand alone ... Our 
object is to continue until there is not a single Indian in 
Canada that has not been absorbed into the body politic, and 
there is no Indian question and no Indian Department.” 

Even if Duncan Scott meant it less pejoratively than it 
reads now, he was still articulating the received wisdom that 
the native population needed to be “civilized,” then assimi- 
lated, as the Gradual Civilization Act of 1857 envisioned. 

It’s curious how we are indignant regarding Commu- 
nist indoctrination in China and the subjugation of other 
tribal groups there to the Han majority, while the collective 
Canadian reaction to the forced indoctrination through 
church-run residential schools generate but a blip. 

Canadians are all too quick to note that some—maybe 
even many—residential schools teachers were good and kind 
and that learning English and other disciplines was a good 
education. China and the former Soviets might respond the 
same. After all, some principles of Communism (communal 
sharing) are Christian in origin. 

On top of this was the horrific abuse so many children 
endured at the hands of often violent predators who exploited 
weaknesses in supervision in the schools to feed their vora- 
cious dysfunctional appetites. 

To what extent the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
is able to address these issues remains to be seen. So far, it has 
hardly galvanized the country. 

As for the Clinton dictum about the economy, at least 
when it comes to native issues, that’s not been the case. 

Put crassly: It’s “the greed, stupid.” 


Dale 
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Letters 


letters@presbyterianrecord.ca © 


Maybe like BoP 348 
I have just arrived home from church. 
The sermon was great, the celebration 
of the sacrament was reverent and 
pertinent ... but I miss the old hymns 
that were always a joy when I was 
singing in the choir and being inspired 
by the energy that evolves from the 
transformation of spirit into word 
and notes. This is what we miss in the 
current service that mandates this new 
kind of music. I think it is time to rein- 
troduce the old hymns that inspired 
and raised the spirits and rafters. We 
want to go to church to be spiritually 
uplifted, not to feel that we have just 
attended a funeral wake. 

JIM NELSON, OWEN SOUND, ONT. 


Share the Blame 

Re Living in a Gardasil World, February 
While I do not agree with Rev. DeVries 
regarding the value of the human papil- 
loma virus vaccination, I respect many 
of the arguments he makes. Towards 
the end of the article, however, he 
writes of “lead[ing] our daugh- 
ters.” When one gender bears the brunt 
of the blame for the consequences of 
mutual actions, no one is spared. Were 
we to place responsibility solely on 
young men, we would undermine the 
intelligence, independence and respect 
young women deserve by denying their 
ability to make informed choices. Like- 
wise, when we hold only young women 
accountable for sexual consequences or 
the prevention thereof, we both shame 
our young women and deny our young 
men the opportunity to be responsible, 
fully dignified and independent young 
men. To do so is an injustice to both 
our daughters and our sons, and it is 
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easily prevented through appropriate 
and even-handed treatment. 
DARLENE MCLEOD, OTTAWA 


A Real Story 

Re Never, Ever Alone, January 

Thank you for this wonderful story 

about a ‘real’ person out in the ‘real’ 

world finding his ‘real’ life in the pres- 

ence of our ‘really’ amazing God. May 

he always find God’s ‘real’ blessings. 
MARJORIE MACLEOD, BURNABY, B.C. 


Masks of God 

Re Core Beliefs, March 

It is generally true that when people 
refer to myth, they are referring to 
fantastic tales in ancient times, or 
a-once-upon-a-time-land, but this 
conception of myth must give way to 
the earnest study of myth by people 
like Joseph Campbell who endeavour 
to penetrate the meaning of myth and 
what lies behind it. 

C.S. Lewis speaks of truth at an 
unconscious level, at a place not in 
history but in our mind. Christianity 
is a mask of God; metaphors through 
which we wish to grasp reality; stories 
of humanity’s struggles to explain itself 
in an unknown cosmos. | do not believe 
them to be illusions but we must place 
the correct interpretation on them for 
the conclusions to which they point. 

Science is too young, it has much to 
learn. It is like an impetuous and preco- 
cious child that makes pronounce- 
ments on the nature of reality; it is a 
wonderful instrument for discovery of 
the truth but still in its infancy. 

Christianity stands, as always, at a 
crossroads, caught between literalism 
and metaphor, unable as yet to make 
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LETTERS 


o> 
<< Pontius’ Puddle 


HEY, Goo. L& 
KNOW YOU Dib 
CREAT THINGS 

IN THE PAST, BUT: 


the transition between them. The signif- 
icance of Jesus in history will eventu- 
ally be replaced by an explanation of 
what he really means; to see him as an 
agency for understanding God. 
Knowledge and faith, both proclaim, 
"Christ is Risen.” 
DENNIS SUTHERLAND, VICTORIA 


A Change of Kind 

Re Growing Pains, March 

I have a deep appreciation for the work 
that J.P. Smit has done in our synod 
and our congregation. His call to faith- 
fulness has helped our congregation 
change in very positive ways. 

I wonder, however, if we are too 
focused on building the Titanic rather 
than dreaming of the airplane. The 
Titanic and its ilk were simply changes 
of degree over older boats. They went 
faster, farther and carried more but they 
were still just boats going from point 
A to point B. Airplanes are an entirely 
new way of going from A to B. Besides 
birds, there were no clear precedents 
for the airplane. They were a change 
of kind, a much harder change than a 
change of degree. It is not quite hyper- 
bole to say that airplanes transformed 
transportation not just changed it. 

We follow a God of transformation. 
Should we settle for change? Should 
we settle for simply improving what 
has worked in the past or should we as 
a denomination encourage dreamers 
in our midst to launch into new ways 
of doing church? Smit challenges us 
to change but maybe he settles for 
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change because many of us are scared 
of transformation. We simply want a 
slightly improved version of ourselves, 
not the radical new life promised by 
God through Jesus. I for one am not 
willing to settle for the Titanic. I want 
to fly. I hope others are with me. 

REV. BLAIR BERTRAND, BRAMPTON 


WMS for TRC 

It is important that representatives 
of the WMS be our principal spokes- 
persons for the upcoming Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. 

Throughout the history of the resi- 
dential schools Presbyterian schools 
were under the administration of 
the WMS. In this the Society worked 
ciosely with the Board of Missions 
and aboriginal work was shared by the 
two agencies, but the schools were the 
special province of the WMS. 

In recent years, when the contro- 
versy over the schools erupted, the 
church as a whole has _ willingly 
acknowledged _ responsibility and 
negotiations and legal challenges have 
been handled by the General Assembly 
and its officers. In this all Presbyte- 
rians have shared in the consequences 
of this affair. Nevertheless it is the 
WMS which ran the schools and it 
is the WMS which should be at the 
table when truth and reconciliation 
are being sought. Among those repre- 
senting the WMS should be ordinary 
officers and members of the Society 
and not just paid staff. 


I would hope that those representing 
the church are thoroughly briefed on 
the history of Presbyterian work among 
aboriginal Canadians. What were the 
agreements entered into by the church 
with the Federal Government and 
with aboriginal bands? Did we endorse 
government policy? Who made these 
agreements and who authorized them? 
How were our agreements with aborig- 
inal bands carried out? Note should be 
made of those who worked among First 
Nations people. Wonderful, dedicated 
people gave their lives to this service and 
the current press gives them no credit. 
While acknowledging errors we must not 
share in dishonouring fine teachers and 
the students who learned from them. 

I have written to the Atlantic 
Mission Society and the Assembly 
Council. We should do whatever we can 
to assist in reconciliation and the truth 
should be told, the good news as well 
as the bad. My prayers are with those 
who undertake this task and with the 
Commission when it is constituted. 

REV. IAN S. WISHART, ST. JOHN’S, NFLD. 


A serious issue 

Re Baptism of Jesus, January 

Like Genevieve Whyte, I am astounded 
and shocked. Rev. Laurence DeWolfe 
tells us quite dogmatically that the 
first Christology was  adoptionist. 
What about Paul (writing prior to the 
Gospels) in Philippians 2 and 2 Corin- 
thians 8? DeWolfe informs us that the 
Gospels are hopelessly full of contra- 
dictions and that “Different New Testa- 
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ment communities had different ideas 
about where Jesus came from and what 
that meant.” Many students of the 
Bible, however, will feel that the differ- 
ences should not be exaggerated and 
that there is a marvelous unity in the 
New Testament portrait of our Lord. 

DeWolfe wants us to “look beyond” 
the Church’s confession and see that 
there was a time when Jesus “began 
to be God’s Son.” This sounds like 
adoptionism to me and I wonder how 
anyone who holds such a view can 
remain a minister of a church in which 
he is required to sign a statement that 
he is in essential agreement with the 
Westminster Confession of Faith. 

Many have been exercised of late 
about the drift toward the acceptance 
of homosexuality in the church, but 
this issue is far more serious. This is the 
core of our faith—was Jesus a man who 
became the Son of God and somehow 
‘teveals who God is, or was he always 
the Son, born of the Virgin Mary, our 
crucified Saviour and exalted Lord? 
The church has always affirmed the 
latter. Is it now acceptable in the Pres- 
byterian Church in Canada to main- 
tain the former? 

JOHN VAUDRY, MONTREAL 


Geopolitics gone mad! 

Re Reformed bodies unite, February 

Last line, Paragraph One. There must 
be a lot of countries I never heard of in 
school in the 40’s-50’s since this article 
now states there are a “100 million 
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Please note our NEW advertising 
deadlines for upcoming issues 


countries” in the world. 

I know—just the word “million” 
was added by gremlins. Just want you to 
know that your articles are well read. 

A long time reader of the Presbyte- 
rian Record, 

H. JENKINS, TORONTO 
Editor responds: Thank you for reading, H. 
The break-up of the U.S.S.R. has changed 
the map but the “gremlin” certainly over- 
stated the case. 


Corrections: 

St. Andrew’s, Wingham, Ont., is 
gracious enough to not be “miffed” by 
the Record’s mix-up in the Dec. ’07 and 
Jan. ’08 People and Places section. Still, 
their “kindly nudge” warrants a correc- 
tion: The December photo reversed 
the names of Rev. Dr. Jim Czegledi and 
Rev. Bernie Skelding, and the January 
picture proves that the P&P editor still 
hasn’t learned his directions. Merle and 
Janet are on Gordon’s right, and Betty 
and Jo are to his left. We’re sending the 
editor back to Grade 1 to get it straight. 
We apologize for the error. 

And, on the same theme: We apolo- 
gize to the saints at the Evergreen Centre 
for Street Youth (February) for mixing up 
their names: It should be Jamal on page 
20; Reji on page 21; and, Pac on page 22. 

Re Always Generous, March 
Judi, who is seen in a photograph with 
Cindy Han, is not an Evangel Hall 
resident. She lives at Portland Place, 
which, as promised last month, will be 
featured in a future issue. 


Looking to Advertise in the Presbyterian 


Volunteers Needed 
for Summer 
Sunday Dinners 


This summer Evangel Hall Mission 
needs your help. Our Sunday 
dinner program has been so 
popular that we are going to 
continue this program throughout 
the summer. 


Willing groups, of 6 to 12 
volunteers, are needed to provide 
home cooked meals and serve 
approximately 75 to 100 people. 
Dinner is served at 5:30 p.m.. 


The meal does not have to be 
complicated and if cooking is not 
your forte, we have two large 
barbeques available for hot dogs 
and hamburgers. Meals can be 
prepared in the comfort of your own 
kitchen or here at the Hall, whichever 
is more convenient for you. 


Evangel Hall Mission represents 
extended family for many of our 
participants. The dinner program is 
not only an opportunity to provide 
nutritious meals for less-fortunate 
members of our community but also 
a chance to let others know that they 
are appreciated and cared for. 


For more information on this 
program or to have your group host 
a Sunday dinner, please contact 
Paula Aceto (416) 504-3563 x 231 


Everybody can be great. 
Because anybody can serve... 
You only need a heart full of grace. 
A soul generated by love. 
~ Martin Luther King, Jr. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 


Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR OOO! 
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People ». Places 


For more People & Places submissions, please visit our website: 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Those who have, help those who are struggling: Habitat Interlude, in Kapuskasing, Ont., 
is a shelter for women 16 years of age and older who are experiencing a crisis situation, 
which may include physical abuse. These women from the Ladies’ Group at St. John’s, Ka- 
puskasing, have collected personal items that the Habitat women may need once they 
leave the shelter program. From left: Kay Stevenson, Ruth Sherwin, Betty Johnson, Anne 
Jamieson, Nan Hassell, Brigitte Stenabaugh (Habitat Representative), Anne Osborne and 
Marjorie Twaddle. 


A small, but joyful group gathered to greet the dawn on Easter Morning behind Mount Zion, 
Ridgetown, Ont, the first such gathering in many years. A scrumptious breakfast followed in 
the church. Pictured: Kent May, Phyllis May, Wayne Jackson, Alexis Shaw, Rev. Paul Shaw, Bryan 
Stirling, Lynda Stirling, Gloria Jackson. Photographer: Archie Dempster. 
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Jacquelin Kim doesn’t mind being held 
by Ruth Mcllvenna as Isabel Gerrard lo- 
oks on. Ruth and Isabel at 90 are the 
oldest members of First, Trail, B.C., while 
Jacquelin is the youngest. On our web- 
site: Ruth and Isabel have cake! 


Close readers of People and Places 
know that St. Andrew's, Welland, Ont., 
is a happening place. In January they 
had a daylong seminar called “Presen- 
ting the Living Presence of Christ in 
our Pastoral Visits,” for which Rev. Dr. 
Roberta Clare of the Elder's Institute in 
Vancouver was the guest speaker. Not 
surprisingly nearly a 100 people atten- 
ded the seminar. The Women’s Associa- 
tion provided the lunch—to confirm it 
as a truly Presbyterian event. 

From left: Ruby Lucas, Jessie Arm- 
strong, Nancy Sieber, Margaret Hicks, 
Shirley Barnhart. On our website: Lori, 
Roberta and Guy. 
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Presbyterian World Service and Development responds everyday to 
bad news around the world—and that, in a way, is the good news. It 
rises to the challenges of being Christ-like in the world. More good 
news: St. John’s, Toronto, raised $10,175.07 through classic fundraisers 
like bake sales. The children took the initiative—their efforts for water 
projects in Africa. Or as the kids say: It’s all good. Barb Summers, with 
PWS&D, accepted the cheque and would agree. 


Knox, Agincourt, Ont., went on a pilgrimage to Israel in 
March. They’re seen here in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
with the Golden Gates of the Old City of Jerusalem be- 
hind them. Back row: Alton Ellis, Said Rabieh (local guide), 
Rev. lan Clark, Laurie Olsen Front row: Helen McRae, Geor- 
ge Johnson, Mary Bacchus, Georgie Johnson, Greg Olsen, 
Moira Ellis, Lizabeth Kanhai, Rev. Catherine Clark Chalin, 
Margaret Jamieson, Doretta King, Robea Kronberg, Janet 
Muirhead. 


Had cake lately? 


See www.presbyterianrecord.ca for instructions on How 
To Submit Photos in the Digital Age. 


On our website: 

The Baby Boom continues at national offices (keep po- 
sted, at least two more to come this year). 150 years at 
Knox, Harrington. Dr. Bremner’s 50-year service at St. Giles, 
Kingsway. Rev. Lampman goes to Madoc. Four new ses- 
sion members at First, New Westminster. 

And, coming next month: more PWS&D related good 
news from St. Mathew’s, Ingleside; plus, a remarkable sto- 
ry of a young lady in that church. 

Also on our website: Lots of photographs from the Forum 
for Racial and Ethnic Minority Presbyterians, held at Crieff 
Hills in early April. 
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Earth Hour, March 29, 2008: People across the world turned off their power for one hour. KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice 
Initiatives, an NGO supported by the Presbyterian Church, held an event at Holy Trinity, Toronto, where the gathered signed a 
petiition to Prime Minister Harper to redirect oil and gas subsidies to more sustainable energy sources. 


REV. CHEOL SOON PARK of Toronto Ko- 
rean has been named moderator-elect 
for the 2008 General Assembly this 
June in Ottawa. After he is formally 
voted in just after the assembly’s open- 
ing worship service, Park will become 
the assembly’s first Korean moderator. 
Park moved to Canada in 1983, re- 
ceived his Master of Divinity degree 
from Knox College in 1987, and is 
currently enrolled in a Doctor of Min- 
istry program. He is also clerk of the 
Presbytery of Eastern Han-Ca, and has 
served on the Committee on Church 
Doctrine, the Evangelism Committee, 
the Centre for Asian-Canadian The- 
ology and Ministry at Knox College, 
and the Board of Governors of Knox 
College. 

In an email to the Record Park 
wrote: “First of all, I’d like to extend 
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Park Moderator-elect 


the most sincere gratitude to everyone 
in the Presbyterian Church in Canada 
for giving me the opportunity to serve 
the Church. 


‘| believe there are some tough 
issues ahead of us. As we 

work together, we will find 

a resolution...’ 


“As I heard the news from the 
Principal Clerk of the Church, I was ex- 
cited as well as worried. You know the 
feeling. I was excited for the possibili- 
ties, yet at the same time I was worried 
about the preparation and the amount 
of work involved. But most of all, I was 
truly thankful. Thankful for the love 
and acceptance of the Church. 

“T am looking forward to meeting 
the commissioners at the General As- 


sembly, listening to them and praying 
with them for the Church. 

“T believe there are some tough is- 
sues ahead of us. As we work togeth- 
er, we will find a resolution—practical, 
flexible, yet concrete enough to make 
us all proud and thankful. 

“IT ask members of the Church for 
their prayer and advice.” @ 
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A Challenging Cali 


North American ecumenists discuss their future. 


A DOCUMENT THAT HAS “the capac- 
ity to change the World Council of 
Churches” was the subject of discus- 
sion at a series of meetings held in 
Toronto in early April. Called To Be 
One Church challenges churches to act 
upon the unity they seek with each 
other, Rev. Canon Dr. John Gibaut, 
Director of the WCC’s Faith and 
Order committee, told an assembly 
of members from the United States 
and Canada. The brief document—at 
2,300 words it is a filtering down of 
various other statements on the na- 
ture and purpose of the church dat- 
ing to 1998—“challenges us with 10 
questions” that set the WCC’s 349 
member churches on “a call to jour- 
ney ... an arduous yet joyful path.” 

Gibaut was speaking at the second 
day of a joint series of meetings be- 
tween the World Council of Churches 
Relations Committee (WCCR) and the 
board of the United States Conference 
for the World Council of Churches, 
held at Trinity College, Toronto. The 
first day of meetings were at St. An- 
drew’s, King St., Toronto. Much of 
the first day was taken up with busi- 
ness meetings and discussion on the 
future of the WCC in light of Samuel 
Kobia’s decision to not seek another 
term as general secretary. 

The second day was spent discuss- 
ing Called To Be One Church, which 
Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon, General 
Secretary, NCCCUSA, said “seeks to 
promote relationships among church- 
es, which is the heart of all councils 
of churches.” 

“This statement comes at a criti- 
cal time, a time of denominational 
redefintion,” said Rev. Canon Dr. Aly- 
son Barnett-Cowan, Director of Faith, 
Worship and Ministry, at the Angli- 
can Church of Canada. She joked her 
church was a great example of this 


shift, holding a very public debate 
on homosexuality in “the internet 
age.” “Many churches are internally 
divided and this is an acid test for 
ecumenism.” 

At the heart of the discussion was 
the nature and the future of ecu- 
menism itself. Other speakers noted 
that an Orthodox church had pulled 
out of ecumenical discussions re- 


At the heart of the discussion 
was the nature and the future of 
ecumenism itself. Other speakers 
noted that an Orthodox church 
had pulled out of ecumenical 
discussions recently 


cently. And others made note of Pope 
Benedict XVI’s widely reported state- 
ment last year that Roman Catholi- 
cism was the only true church. Mar- 
garet O’Gara, faculty at St. Michael’s 
College, Toronto, said the Pope’s 
statement was largely misunderstood 
since it was meant to be an internal 
church document and was written in 
the church’s own largely obscure lan- 
guage and jargon. She said the docu- 
ment was a defense against those 
internal factions which sought to 
isolate the Roman Catholic Church 
from the ecumenical movement and 
was a reiteration of Vatican II’s sup- 
port of ecumenism. 

“All churches are wounded by divi- 
sion,” she noted. “We can’t continue 
to run from each other.” She, amongst 
others, listed same-sex, women’s or- 
dination, just war and abortion as 
issues that continue to hinder a con- 
versation of mutual responsibility de- 
manded by the document. 

Called to Be One Church can 
be found on the WCC’s website: 
oikoumene.org. m@—-AF 


Clarina’s Story: 
Anishinabe Place of Hope - 
Endaayaang 
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since we moved into our new 

endaayaang (home). The excite- 
ment has worn off and each 
individual's behavior is changing. 
The staff are doing an awesome job 
of keeping on top of all the adjust- 
ments that we are going through. 


i t's almost been six months 


This is my safe 
place where | can 
concentrate and be 
myself. | know out- 
side my apartment 
door is my support. 


| have come a long Ww ICM 


way and | so look 

forward to entering a new and 
exciting phase of my life, which 
includes the courses | am taking 
at the University of Winnipeg. 


| am getting involved with the 
traditional teachings which are 
available at Anishinabe Place of 
Hope - Endaayaang. Integrating 
the technological world with 
the way of life of our ancestors 
is so exciting. | believe that we 
are the future role models for 
our community and future 
generations can benefit greatly. 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 
Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 


P.O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4A7 


Flora House 204-586-5494 
Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 


204-942-8682 
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NEWS 


Small Steps; Big Changes 


A PWS&D intern learns how women inch into the future. BY ELISE THORBURN 


WHEN | APPLIED FOR the internship 
offered by Presbyterian World Service 
and Development to work with the 
Institute for Women’s Research Train- 
ing and Development in El Salvador 
for nine months, it was not done on 
a whim. I had spent the last three 
years looking forward to the moment 
that I would apply for a position over- 
seas. In my final year of undergradu- 
ate study—majoring in International 
Development and Women’s Studies 
at Dalhousie University in Halifax—a 
friend told me about an internation- 
al internship program funded by the 
Canadian International Development 
Agency. I immediately did some re- 
search and decided that I too would 
participate in an overseas internship 
following graduation. 

Working with IMU has been chal- 


lenging. Nearly every woman I met, 
at workshops or meetings, or even in 
private, has her own tale of violence 
to tell—spousal abuse or parental 
abuse, neglect, emotional violence, 
feelings of worthlessness and useless- 
ness, and disrespect. But most of these 
stories are firmly ensconced in the 
past. The majority of women work- 
ing with associations aligned with 
IMU tell these histories as just that: 
histories. Cautionary tales of what 
befell them, but that which they will 
never allow to befall their children or 
themselves again. They work active- 
ly towards changing their positions, 
beginning with the smallest political 
microcosm—their own family. They 
state they have learned they have per- 
sonal worth and value, and that they 
have the right to an opinion, to assert 


themselves, and to say “no.” Things 
are changing. 

The grander, national and global 
level change that IMU strives for in the 
long term will come about as a result 
of these smaller scale initiatives—anti- 
violence training, sexual and repro- 
ductive education, economic solidarity 
initiatives, and especially the political 
“incidencia” campaigns which en- 
courage women to make their politi- 
cal demands known to leaders at the 
municipal to the national level. These 
slow moving, difficult-to-capture po- 
litical changes resulting from the work 
of IMU strike me as the way of the 
future. I am honoured to be involved 
with such an important and valiant 
organization, and Canadian Presbyte- 
rians should feel proud that they are a 
part of this. 


KNOX COLLEGE — 
164th Convocation Wednesday, May 14th, 2008 


A PRE-CONVOCATION WORKSHOP: 


CONVOCATION HALL, 
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
7:30 P.M. 


CONVOCATION ADDRESS BY 
THE REV. Dr. JOHN VISSERS 


DOCTOR OF DIVINITY (HONORIS CAUSA) a 


TO BE CONFERRED ON 


THE REV. LYNDA REID Ae 


THE REV. DR. GEOFFREY JOHNSTON 
Ereeyone welcome é 


59 St. George Street Toronto, ON M5S 2E6 


www.utoronto.ca/knox Email: knox.college@utoronto.ca 
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THE MISSION OF GOD AND THE FUTURE OF 
THE REFORMED FAITH IN CANADA: 
PROMISE OR PERIL? 


. THE REV. DR. JOHN VISSERS kK 
THE REV. DR. CHARLES FENSHAM 


KNOX COLLEGE, 9:30 A.M. - 12:30 P.M. 


Tel:416.978.4500 


REGISTRATION FEE: 
$35 (BY APRIL 26TH) $40 (AFTER APRIL 26TH) 


TO REGISTER, OR FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
ONLINE: WWW.UTORONTO.CA/ KNOX 
TEL: 416.946.8536 EMAIL: KNOX.EWART@UTORONTO.CA 
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REV. DR. HANS Kouwenberg _ told 
Assembly Council, at its pre-General 
Assembly meeting in March, that the 
Aboriginal and Church Leaders’ Tour 
on which he represented the Presby- 
terian Church was “one of the most 
phenomenal experiences of my life.” 
The Church’s healing and reconcilia- 
tion animator, Lori Ransom, reported 
that the turn-out for all four stops 
along the Canadian tour exceeded 
expectations (with about 1,500 people 
attending). There was strong Aborig- 
inal participation, and it was a true step 
forward in having these two groups 
“walk together.” 

“There was a remarkable sense that 
this was good; that this was something 
they were pleased about,” she said. The 
churches were challenged to carry the 
momentum forward, with the final 
message being the “need to do more.” 

Council agreed to use saved monies 
from the church’s residential schools 
settlement fund (totaling approxi- 
mately $784,000) on the PCC’s partici- 
pation in the Truth and Reconcilia- 
tion Commission, Justice Ministries’ 
Healing and Reconciliation program, 
healing and reconciliation proposals 
from the church’s established aboriginal 


mission agencies, and events linked to 
the leaders’ tour follow-up and possible 
General Assembly events. 

The current regional _ staffing 
model—under review after the WMS 
cut its funding by 50 per cent—was 
affirmed but several areas were identified 
as needing clarification. Regional staff, 
while maintaining their independence, 


The turn-out for all four 
stops along the healing and 
reconciliation tour exceeded 
expectations 


should seek to strengthen relationships 
with national church staff, resulting in 
better service and assistance to congre- 
gations and presbyteries; Assembly 
Council will keep tabs on the work of 
the Long Range Planning Committee 
and monitor what regional needs 
might be identified that the regional 
staff can act upon; Assembly Council 
will communicate concerns to synods 
regarding reporting relationships of 
regional staff (staff currently report to 
volunteer committees with high turn- 
over) ensuring that local needs are truly 
being met; and Assembly Council will 
clarify the grant process with synods. 


NEWS 


Council Readies for 
Assembly .......... 


A human resources manual will be 
produced which will be used by all 
synods, and the staffing model will 
be reviewed by Assembly Council on 
a needs basis. The Management Team 
and Finance Committee will give 
serious consideration to making up the 
$190,000 shortfall in funding resulting 
from the WMS decision. 

The per kilometre travel allowance 
rate will be raised from $0.35 to $0.40 
effective July 1. This applies to national 
staff, pulpit supply, and boards and 
committees of the church, and should 
act as a suggestion for other groups 
granting travel allowances. The rate 
had not been changed for five years, 
and the rate will now be reviewed 
annually. 

The Policy for Dealing with Alle- 
gations of Racial Harassment, and the 
Statement of Commitment Toward 
Racial and Ethnic Diversity in Leader- 
ship at the National Level of the Pres- 
byterian Church, were finally adopted 
after nearly four years of work. Three 
case studies that can be used to help 
churches understand the policy will 
also be developed. It will go to assembly 
for final approval before being distrib- 
uted to congregations. m 


PWS&D focuses on Central America 


ALEX MACDONALD is the new program coordinator for 
work in Central America at Presbyterian World Service 
and Development. He has been the program assistant for 
communications since June 2006, and will fill the posi- 
tion effective June 2. He is fluent in Spanish, and has al- 
ready been busy travelling to Central American countries 
to meet the church’s partners and familiarize himself with 
the projects there. The Central America portfolio was pre- 
viously managed by Guy Smagghe, who also coordinates 
PWS&D’s work in Asia and government relations. Accord- 


ing to Ken Kim, PWS&D’s director, the change “reflects 
the increase in complexity and scope of our programming 
throughout the region.” 

“Increasingly we are working with partners on local 
capacity building,” adds Kim. “Requiring the program 
coordinators to be more detail-oriented than before. The 
new appointment is to balance our current workload and 
to have individuals who can specialize in geographic 
regions to better serve the members of the church.” @ 
-AM 
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Observer Backs Darwin 


THE UNITED CHURCH OBSERVER, the inde- 
pendent magazine of the United Church 
of Canada, is sponsoring a traveling 
exhibition focusing on the life and work 
of Charles Darwin currently on display 
at Toronto’s Royal Ontario Museum. 

“Darwin: The Evolution Revolu- 
tion” failed to secure corporate spon- 
sors in Toronto or any of the North 
American cities where it has been 
mounted, prompting Observer editor/ 
publisher David Wilson to put some 
resources behind it. 

“Our support is modest but 
symbolic,” said Wilson in a press release. 


“Tf a small church-based operation such 
as The Observer doesn’t fear a backlash 
from those who oppose Darwin’s theory 
of evolution, then secular corporate 


Darwin’s theory that humans 
evolved from simple life forms 
stirs up controversy among 
Christians who take the Biblical 
account of creation literally 


entities with much greater resources 
shouldn't fear it either.” 

The Observer has been indepen- 
dently incorporated since 1986. As 


FUTURE QUEST 


JOURNEYING INWARD * LOOKING OUTWARD 


A SUMMER EXPERIENCE 


EXPLORING COMMUNITY, THEOLOGY, AND LEADERSHIP 


DRAMA + MUSIC ¢ SPORTS + RECREATION 
ECO-SPIRITUAL CANOE TRIP ¢ SPIRITUAL PRACTICES 
GUEST SPEAKERS * COMMUNITY LIVING. 


FUN » CHALLENGING - INSPIRING - MEMORABLE - MEANINGFUL 


613.533-6690 
fqinfo@queensu.ca a 
www.futurequest.ca 


QUEEN'S THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY 
KINGSTON, ONTARIO 


THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
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such, the sponsorship does not speak 
for The United Church. 

“There is nothing in the exhibit 
that threatens or diminishes religion 
or people of faith in any way,” said 
Wilson. “If anything, it shines a light 
on the inherent beauty and wonder of 
a creation that is constantly and eter- 
nally evolving.” 

Still, Darwin’s theory that humans 
evolved from simple life forms stirs up 
controversy among Christians who take 
the Biblical account of creation literally, 
particularly in parts of the United States 
where the teaching of faith-based alter- 
natives to evolution in public schools 
(such as intelligent design) has gener- 
ated headlines worldwide. 

The exhibit runs until August 4 
before moving to London in time for 
celebrations marking Darwin’s 200th 
birthday in February 2009. 

-with files from the United Church 
Observer and ENI 


Janice Carter: 
United, Inspired 


ay JANICE — CARTER, 
editor of The Pres- 
byterian Message, 
died on March 17 
after a three and 
a_ half-year battle 
with cancer. She 
was SO years old. 

“Janice’s life of courage and commit- 
ment was indeed an inspiration for us 
all,” said Ann Taylor, president of the At- 
lantic Mission Society. “We are confident 
that she is now at Home with Our Fa- 
ther. We know that precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of His saints.” 

The Message is the publication of the 
AMS, and Carter edited the magazine 
for 20 years—making her its second- 
longest running editor. She oversaw the 
publication of 200 issues. Unsuccess- 
ful chemotherapy treatments ended in 
June, and she dealt with severe pressure 
and pain in her brain since that time. 
Despite this, she carried out her edito- 
rial duties as best she could. 

Friends and family speak of her 
smile, her infectious laughter, her 
dedication to her work, her courage 
throughout her illness, and her strong 
and unwavering faith. 

“The Atlantic Mission Society has 
lost a great worker for The Presbyterian 
Message and the Society,” said Helen 
Humphreys, past president of the AMS. 
“Janice had great faith and carried on 
the work as editor as long as she could. 
I can only repeat the words that were 
on the plaque | presented to her at the 
annual meeting last September: ‘The 
AMS expresses thanks for 20 years of 
dedication to a work which has united, 
educated and inspired us.’” 

A member of Knox, Kouchibou- 
guac, N.B., Carter was born in Saint 
John, N.B., and was raised in Char- 
lottetown, P.E.I. She leaves behind 
her husband Floyd (they would have 
celebrated their 25th anniversary 
on March 19), and four daughters, Ju- 
lia, Rebecca, Cynthia and Amanda. @ 
-AM with files from The Presbyterian 
Message 


Then justice will dwell in the wilderness, 
and righteousness abide in the fruitful field. 
Isaiah 32°16 


PWS8D is working with local partners in Guatemala to ease suffering brought 
about by war, poverty and injustice. Innovative programs teach participants 
how to stan’ small businesses, combal discrimination, help children go to 
school and overcome malnutrition. A future of hope is emerging. 


Yes! | want to help transform our world. 
Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 


Name: 


Address: 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D ¢ Call today to sign up for easy monthly giving 


Presbyterian World Service & Development 
50 Wyntord Or, Toronto ON M3C 1/7 * 1-800-619-7301 * www_presbylerian.ca/pwsd 
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WORLD NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


Turner fights malaria 


ENI—CNN founder Ted Turner, who once 
called Christianity “a religion for losers,” has 
launched a joint initiative with the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church in America, the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and the 
United Methodist Church to raise US$200 
million to fight malaria in Africa, which kills 
more than one million people each year. 
Turner said he regrets anything 
negative he may have said about religion 
in the past. “Religion is one of the bright 
spots as far as I’m concerned, even though 
there are some areas, like everything else, 
where they've gone over the top,” Turner 
told the Associated Press.”But I'm sure God, 
wherever He is, wants to see us get along 
with one another and love one another.” 


Dutch Christians tallied 


ENI—A new reference book lists 648 deno- 
minations and movements, making the 
Netherlands the country with the second- 
largest number of Christian groups in the 
world, after the United States which tops at 
2,000 in a similar book. 

The authors discern a general trend 
of a return to the “atmosphere” of the 
early Christian communities. While larger 
denominatior: are losing members, 
evangelical, Pentecostal and house 
congregations flourish. 

The Catholic Church with 1,400 
parishes and the Protestant Church in 
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the Netherlands, which has about 1,800 
congregations, are the country’s two 
largest denominations. 


Civilizations not clashing 


ENI—Christian journalists meeting in 
divided Cyprus urged unbiased and well- 
informed reporting on divisive issues 
founded on principles of equality, accessi- 
bility and dialogue. 

“In anage when many analysts focus on 
the ‘clash of civilizations,’ it is the calling of 
Christian communicators and journalists to 
encourage communication between civili- 
zations,” said a statement following the 
meeting of the European regional associa- 
tion of the World Association for Christian 
Communication, whose headquarters are 
in Toronto. “Participants in the seminar 
were struck anew by the importance of 
unbiased and well-informed reporting 
on sensitive issues involving wounded 
memories on both sides.” 

Cyprus has been divided into separate 
sectors since 1974. 


Marriage Is Normal 


Barna—Seventy-eight per cent of 
American adults get married at some point 
in their life, and among those who have 
been married, one out of three have been 
divorced at least once, according to a new 
study from The Barna Group. 

An even higher proportion of born 
again Christians (84%) tie the knot, 
compared to 74% of people aligned with 
non-Christian faiths, and 65% of atheists 
and agnostics. Those with the lowest like- 
lihood of divorcing are Catholics (28%), 
followed by evangelicals, Asians, and those 
who say they are conservative on social 
and political matters. 

“Interviews with young adults suggest 
they want their initial marriage to last, 
but are not particularly optimistic about 
that possibility. There is also evidence that 
many young people are moving toward 
embracing the idea of serial marriage, in 
which a person gets married two or three 
times, seeking a different partner for each 
phase of their adult life,” said George Barna. 


Vatican respects Jews 
ENI—The Vatican says it respects and 


esteems Judaism, despite tension over 
a Good Friday prayer revived by the 
pontiff which some Jews say demeans 
their religion. 

“The Holy See wishes to reassure that 
the new formulation of the prayer in no way 
intends to indicate a change in the Catholic 
Church's regard for the Jews,” said an April 
statement from the Vatican press office. 

Pope Benedict XVI announced in 2007 
that the church would permit wider use of 
the traditional Latin Mass which includes 
Good Friday prayer language that refers to 
the “blindness” of Jews in not acknowled- 
ging Jesus as the Messiah. In February, the 
Vatican revised the prayer, but it includes a 
reference to the need for Jews to acknow- 
ledge “Jesus Christ as the saviour’ 

Abraham H. Foxman, national director 
of the Anti-Defamation League, says this 
is “two steps forward and three steps 
backward” regarding the church's inten- 
tions for improved inter-religious relations. 


Qatar Opens First Church 


Al Jazeera.net—A Catholic Church has 
been erected and was consecrated on 
Easter weekend in Doha, Qatar. The Church 
of Our Lady of the Rosary will serve Doha’s 
nearly 150,000 Catholics, comprised of 
expatriate workers mainly from South Asia 
and the Philippines. 

“The church will send a_ positive 
message to the world,” said Abdullah bin 
Hamad al-Attiyah,Qatar’s minister of energy 
and industry, during the unveiling of the 
$20-million complex. 

But because some say the church goes 
against Qatar's Islamic values, religious 
leaders and government officials have 
been cautious about trumpeting the news 
too loudly. Security patrols are to monitor 
the complex for months to come. 

In keeping with government requests, 
the building's exterior bears no crosses, 
steeple or church bells. 

Religious leaders have promised not to 
proselytize, and because it is illegal in Qatar 
for Muslims to convert to other religions, 
the church must handle any natives intere- 
sted in Christianity with extra care. 

Construction of buildings for Anglican, 
Coptic, Greek Orthodox and an inter-deno- 
minational centre is also under way. &@ 
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POP 
CHRISTIANITY 


Encourage 
PPO Ce... 


favourite sparring partner, Rev. David Webber, over 

the fact that rural issues are not well covered in the 
magazine. A few weeks later I had a passionate email from 
a lady in Saskatchewan who was expressing the opinion 
of her friends that the Record does not do enough stories 
about the western part of this country. 

In April I was at a very interesting conference of immi- 
grant and ethnic members of the Presbyterian Church. In 
a closing statement they said of themselves that they felt 
“marginalized” within the church. (I will be reporting on 
this conference in a later issue.) 

Last September Presbyterian youths, Patricia and Ryan 
Browne, wrote in the Record: “Our home church, like many 
Presbyterian churches, doesn’t seem to have a place for us. 
We are approaching the void.” 

Over the years I have met many other people who feel 
marginalized within, and perhaps even by, the church. 
(Our cover stories this month are about the aftermath of 
a heinous policy whereby the church actively marginal- 
ized—negated, many would say—a large segment of the 
body of Christ.) The Record received a powerful letter a 
year ago which spoke of the loneliness and pain a homo- 
sexual person felt within the church. 

The list is incomplete, I know, of all the people who feel 
left outside. There was a project started in Toronto several 
years ago which was supposed to reach the unchurched, 
that is those people who have spiritual yearnings but no 
religious experience. Within a year, however, the project 
demographic shifted interestingly to those who were 
churched, but disgusted with, or just merely tired of, 
church. That is, they knew when to stand up and sit down 
during Sunday worship, but didn’t feel the church was 
interested in speaking to them. 

My feeble defense to Webber and the lady from 
Saskatchewan was the same: Yes, oh yes, more can be done 
to tell rural and western stories and the only practical way 
of managing that is to have rural and western folk feed 
those stories to the magazine. 

But, when I said something similar at the race confer- 
ence a minister kindly chastised me because he felt the 


| Oe this year I had an email exchange with my 


Record could have done a better job in telling a story his 
congregation had forwarded. I agreed and begged him to 
not judge the magazine with that one example. 

We strive at the magazine to be all-to-all but we realize 
we may end up little-to-most. It’s a daily challenge to give 
voice to all the members of the church—young-mature; 
rural-urban; Ontario-restofCanada; established-forming. 
We affirm we are open to all voices—with the usual 
provisos about hate and discrimination—and we need 
our readers and members to feel empowered to share 
those stories. 


We strive at the magazine to be all-to-all but 
we realize we may end up little-to-most. It’s a 
daily challenge to give voice to all the members 
of the church 


The Brownes had come to the same conclusion in 
their article last fall: “So, let’s step up, young adults, let’s 
make our voice known, and create a place by ourselves, for 
ourselves.” That’s the right attitude and the best approach. 

But it ain’t always easy: yes, anyone can walk into a 
church on a Sunday morning and worship God and His 
Son, but the church has to be welcoming. It’s not only 
about faith and theology, it’s also about (and often largely 
about) hospitality. Leave the church doors open on 
Sunday morning and at least one new person will walk 
through per month—12 new members a year, if you know 
how to feed them. 

Feed them; then nurture them; get them onto the 
session; more nurturing; encourage the voice; then listen; 
nudge them to the heart of the Presbyterian power-base: 
Presbytery. Now they’ll need a lot of nurturing because 
one of the great uncollected statistics is the number of 
Presbyterians turned-off Church by a presbytery meeting. 

The antidote to marginalization is Voice. The Record is 
open to all voices; but, that’s not enough. They have to 
be heard in presbytery! And, that is a much more compli- 
cated, but much more rewarding, matter. 


Andrew Faiz is the managing editor of this publication. 
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d’ | Fetes is an emerging and compelling 


desire to put the events of the past 
behind us so that we can work towards a 
stronger and healthier future. The truth 
telling and reconciliation process as part 
of an overall holistic and comprehensive 
Indian Residential 


Fesponser to “tie 


School legacy is a sincere indication and 
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acknowledgement of the injustices and © 
harms experienced by Aboriginal people | 
and the need for continued healing. The 
truth of our common experiences will help 
set our spirits free and pave the way to 
reconciliation.” 

— Preamble to the Mandate for the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission. > 
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ng Thunder, Saskatoo 


Remembering 
Forward 


Something important happened on the tour of Aboriginal and Church leaders. 
BY LORI RANSOM 


e hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out 
by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a 
valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there 
were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said 
to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, 
you know.”—Ezekiel 37:1-3 
The turnout in all four stops of the Aboriginal and 
Church leaders’ tour to promote healing and reconcili- 
ation—Ottawa, Vancouver, Saskatoon and Winnipeg— 
exceeded our expectations and seating capacity. There were 
optimistic, indeed celebratory moments, such as a spirited 
round dance in Ottawa led by Aboriginal children wearing 
colourful regalia. Some 500 people joined hands in this 
circle, looking forward to the work of the Truth and Recon- 
ciliation Commission, and seemingly believing that there 
will be real healing and reconciliation between us. 
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There have been powerful moments: survivors weeping 
in Vancouver on hearing the recorded voices of other survi- 
vors, voices giving life to the pain and suffering of the chil- 
dren who were taken from their mothers and fathers, forced 
to adopt customs and a religion of another people, psycho- 
logically abused, while some were also abused physically 
and sexually. 

Ted Quewezance, executive director of the National 
Residential Schools Society, reached into the very core of 
our beings when he described the little boy inside him. He 
reminded us of the little child inside each of us, helping us 
move just a little closer to understanding the pain of his 
childhood experience, and that of his family. 

Ted also stunned those of us from the churches by the 
depth of the gratitude he expressed to the church leaders 
for the sincerity of their words. They touched him deeply. 
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We did not expect this level of affirmation. He stated that 
he too had not expected the church leaders to go so far in 
acknowledging the churches’ failure to love him and the 
other Aboriginal children who attended residential schools. 

Ted spoke of the difference it makes to hear an apology 
or confession from another human being—how much more 
real and meaningful it is to be in the presence of someone 
apologizing to you, than it is to read an institution’s apology 
or confession on a piece of paper. It is the same for us who 
did not go to a residential school. We cannot truly grasp what 
happened to the First Nation, Inuit and Métis people in the 
schools by reading the stories of survivors in a book, a news- 
paper or magazine. We need to listen in 
the presence of individual survivors as 
they speak their truth in love to us. 

In Saskatoon, a baptism was held 
for a beautiful child, Dominic Lukan— 
we celebrated a new life, and the spirit 
of God’s presence. The readings at that 
gathering were resurrection stories: God 
breathes new life into the dry bones of 
the house of Israel; and then the Lazarus 
story, brought to life by a group of readers, 
voicing the words of those who take part 
in the account from John’s Gospel. 

The question for all of us taking 
part in the Aboriginal and Church leaders’ tour is: Are we 
responding faithfully, and well, to the work of God, to the 
Creator’s living spirit among us? Are we allowing God to do 
the work that is needed in Canada to heal the wounds of our 
past, and to bring about true healing and reconciliation? 

I cringe remembering how poor the sound system was in 
Winnipeg, the event for which I and the Presbyterian Church 
had the lead responsibility among the organizers of the tour. 
My heart sunk sitting at The Forks, as I realized people had to 
strain themselves to hear Elijah Harper, a residential school 
survivor, and an iconic figure among the Aboriginal people 
of his home province of Manitoba. And yet there’s a lesson 
here, beyond the obvious need to pre-check a sound system. 
There are times when we need to work hard to listen. 

I suggest we need to be prepared to strain ourselves to 
hear, in person, the stories of survivors from the residential 
schools. “Survivors” is what they call themselves. It is not 
a label others have applied to them. And we should not 
expect residential school survivors to make it easy for us, 
by offering comforting words of forgiveness along with a 
depiction of the pain and trauma they have suffered. We 
need to be prepared to be exhausted by the process. 

After 18 months of work with many partners at national 
and local levels, I am writing three days after the last tour 
event with a deep feeling of exhaustion, finding it a bit 
too soon to assess the tour objectively. The response of the 
leaders, and of the Winnipeg organizing committee with 
whom | worked through February, tells me something impor- 
tant happened. Many of them are exhausted. Some of us 


There have been powerful 
moments: survivors 
weeping in Vancouver on 
hearing the recorded voices 
of other survivors, voices 


giving life to 
the pain and suffering 
of the children who 
were taken from their 
mothers and fathers 
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came down with what I’ve dubbed the “leaders’ tour cold.” 
Yet the leaders all have felt a change in themselves for their 
involvement in the tour. Something important happened 
to them in the process of listening to others at these events. 
I saw it in Hans Kouwenberg’s face as he preached at St. 
Andrew’s, Saskatoon, and privately as he talked about the 
tour. It has sparked something new in him, new passion and 
energy for the pursuit of healing and reconciliation. 

The tour itself came together through a process of 
building new relationships, a process which in and of 
itself contributes to healing and reconciliation. Members 
of the Presbyterian, United, Anglican and Roman Catholic 
Churches and Aboriginal organizations 
and communities worked in partnership, 
on both national and local committees, 
to organize the tour events. 

New life certainly was given to me 
during the tour, when I picked up the 
phone time after time in late January, 
calling people in Winnipeg whom I had 
never met, members of the Aboriginal 
community and other church communi- 
ties, to invite them to take part in plan- 
ning the Winnipeg event with less than 
six weeks’ notice. No one asked for time to 
think. No one said no, they’d rather not 
be involved. Everyone immediately said yes; they wanted to 
be part of something designed to support healing and recon- 
ciliation. And they all worked very hard to make our event 
happen. We listened to each other. We scrambled. We made 
compromises. Everything did not run smoothly. Perhaps this 
is another helpful message, that there is work still to be done 
among us. Even with the best of intentions among all parties, 
getting things to run smoothly, achieving the kind of relation- 
ship we long for, will require much more than attending a 
few remarkable leaders’ tour events. We are going to need to 
invest much time and effort in listening to each other, Aborig- 
inal and non-Aboriginal people, and in working together. 

The Moderator of the United Church of Canada, Right 
Rev. Dr. David Giuliano, said it’s not just about remembering 
the children of residential schools, it is about remembering 
their children, their children’s children, and our own chil- 
dren. “Remembering forward,” as he put it. Healing and 
reconciliation is future-oriented. It’s about breathing life 
into the dry bones of a broken relationship. 

There will be opportunities to listen to each other when 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission begins its work, 
and opportunities for churches and Aboriginal communi- 
ties to work together. We will need to work hard at listening, 
be prepared to strain ourselves when the sounds of others’ 
voices are difficult to hear, to allow their voices to touch us, 
right down to the core of our beings. m 


Lori Ransom is the Presbyterian Church’s Healing and Reconcili- 
ation Animator. 
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Dancer, Ottawa 


First, Confess 
Then,Celebrate 


The tour marks the path of hope from suffering into peace. 
BY KATIE MUNNIK 


unday, March 2 was the launch of Remembering 

the Children, a cross-Canada tour promoting the 

upcoming Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
on Residential Schools. Aboriginal and church leaders 
gathered along with a colourful collection of singers, 
dancers, musicians and children in the Grand Hall of 
the Museum of Civilization in Ottawa. This enormous 
hall, designed by Aboriginal architect Douglas Cardinal, 
is home to six reconstructed Native houses from coastal 
British Columbia and 43 totem poles, the largest collec- 
tion in the world. Through the three-storey windows, 
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you can see across the river to Parliament Hill. It proved 
an appropriate backdrop to a dramatic evening. 

The event began with the pounding of drums. The 
assembly of almost 500 people rose to their feet as 
five young Aboriginal women entered the Grand Hall 
dancing. With ribbons, feathers, hoops and clattering 
beads, the dancers opened an evening focused on begin- 
ning the journey of reconciliation. 

Right Rev. David Giuliano, moderator of the United 
Church of Canada, spoke of the “audacious hope” of 
the gathering. It was a night to listen to the history of 
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residential schools in Canada, to 
confess and mourn the damage done 
in the name of Christ, and to celebrate 
Aboriginal culture. As Giuliano said, 
“To truly hear someone else’s story 
is to be changed by it.” The path of 


The Remembering the Children 
tour marks the path of hope from 
suffering into peace, 

from ignorance into healing 


reconciliation—of restoring goodwill 
in relations that have been disrupted— 
begins with hearing. 

In 1857 the Gradual Civilization 
Act passed to assimilate Indians. As 
Giuliano described it, this assimilation 
was born from a misguided desire on 
the part of the churches to share the 
truth paired with an unwillingness to 
hear the truth spoken by others. The 
ensuing assimilation was gradual at 
first, though deliberate, but by 1920, 
attendance at residential schools was 
compulsory for all Aboriginal chil- 
dren, seven to 15 years. Children were 
denied family, language, tradition, and 
religion in an effort to remove Aborig- 
inal cultures and assimilate Aboriginal 
children into the lower fringes of the 
larger Canadian society. In the 1980s, 
residential school students began 
disclosing stories of sexual, physical 
and psychological abuse. 

Phil Fontaine, national chief of 
the Assembly of First Nations and 
himself a survivor of the residential 
school system, said this sad story 
“belongs to the country.” Over the 
last 12 years, since the closing of the 
last federally run residential school, 
the Gordon Indian 
Residential School in 
Saskatchewan, Cana- 
dians have worked 


ith all 
Women of Waba 


It was a night to listen to 
the history of residential 
schools in Canada, to 
confess and mourn the 
damage done in the 
name of Christ, and 
to celebrate Aboriginal 
culture. As Giuliano said, 
“To truly hear someone 
else’s story is to be 
changed by it” 


The Remembering the Children tour stopped in Ottawa (Mar. 2), 
Vancouver (Mar. 5), Saskatoon (Mar. 9) and Winnipeg (Mar. 10). 
The Native and Church leaders were: 
together todevelopa = *_ Phil Fontaine, National Chief, the Assembly of First Nations 

path towards recog- ° Rt.Rev.Dr.David Giuliano, Moderator, the United Church of Canada 
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that a public inquiry be held to investi- 
gate and document the abuses suffered 
in residential schools. September 19, 
2007 marked the finalization and 
implementation of the Indian Residen- 
tial Schools Settlement Agreement. 

Canada is among many countries 
to use the model of South Africa’s 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 
That commission, established in 1995 
and chaired by Archbishop Desmund 
Tutu, provided the means for South 
Africa to recognize and face its legacy 
of apartheid. It proved a major step in 
the peaceful transition to democracy 
in that country. Unlike other TRCs, 
Canada’s will happen after compensa- 
tion has been agreed upon. 

The Canadian TRC will create a 
permanent record of the residential 
schoolexperience. To this end, churches 
and government officials have agreed 
to make their archives and historical 
documents available to the commis- 
sion, and a national research centre will 
be established. However, the process of 
truth-sharing will not be centralized. It 
will happen in the communities where 
the survivors and their families live. 
This process will belong to the people 
who have suffered. By bearing witness 
in appropriate and accessible ways to 
what has gone before, it is hoped that 
right relationship between Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal Canadians can be 
established and a shared hope for the 
future can be created. 

The Remembering the Children tour 
marks the path of hope from suffering 
into peace, from ignorance into healing. 
The evening ended as it began—with 
drums—but this time, the dance was 
much larger The 
whole assembly stood 
and joined hands in a 
powerful, pulsing circle 
dance, weaving in and 
out among the chairs, 


nition and healing. * Most Rev. Fred Hiltz, Primate, the Anglican Church of Canada under the shadows of 
In 1996, the Royal ¢ Rev. Dr. J.H. (Hans) Kouwenberg, Moderator, the Presbyterian the towering totem 
Commission on Church in Canada poles. # 


Aboriginal 
Report was released 
and recommended 


Peoples * Rt. Rev. Mark MacDonald, National Indigenous Anglican Bishop, 
the Anglican Church of Canada 
For more information, please go to www.rememberingthechildren.ca. 


Katie Munnik lives in 
Ottawa. 
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Musqueam Drummers, Vancouver 


We can hold hands and move forward together. 
BY KATHLEEN BOLTON KONRAD 


t was a “historic and sacred moment in the history 

of Canada,” said Rev. Dr. J. H. (Hans) Kouwenberg, 

reflecting upon the second stop of the Aboriginal and 
Church Leaders’ Tour to Prepare for Truth and Reconcili- 
ation, held at the University of British Columbia on the 
evening of March 5S. Beginning at the Vancouver School 
of Theology, well over 300 attendees were led by the beat 
of a Musqueam drummer, Victor Guerin, on a ceremonial 
walk to the Museum of Anthropology. It couldn’t have 
been a more suitable setting for this time of truth-telling, 
listening, learning and healing—sitting in the great hall 
with the totem poles as a backdrop, in the area that had 
once been the site of a Musqueam warriors’ village. Garan 
informed the audience that his people’s warriors were first 
and foremost peacekeepers. 


24 Presbyterian Record 


The tour was one of the first steps towards imple- 
menting Gathering Strength, Canada’s Aboriginal Action 
Plan, unveiled by the federal government back in 1998, 
which included a statement of reconciliation acknowl- 
edging the Canadian government’s role in Indian residen- 
tial schools. Government may act slowly, but those present 
were witnessing a page of history in the making. 

British Columbia’s Regional Chief Shawn Atleo of 
the Assembly of First Nations (son of a residential school 
survivor) recalled conversations with his grandmother. She 
had spoken of a “heavy page that'll take a lot to turn it.” 
Through the efforts of many people—both Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal, Christian and non-Christian—that page is 
finally turning. The Aboriginal people’s resilience, strength 
and courage help them hope for healing and reconcilia- 
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Wendy Fletcher, principal of VST and whose grandfather 
was of Native descent, remarked that we were standing 
on sacred ground. She also said, “If we know the truth, 
the truth will set us free.” It is hoped that this process 
of truth-telling and reconciliation will free the Aboriginal 
people of their painful past and free 
the churches of their guilt so that 
right relations can be restored and 
we can hold hands and move forward 


tion, but they also realize that there need to be many diffi- 
cult discussions in the process. Atleo said they need to 
move beyond the hurt and pain, and he quoted a Navaho 
leader: “The most powerful tool in justice is Kleenex.” Alteo 
was sure that when he reported back to his grandmother, 
she would say, “Our prayers are being 
answered.” 

Bob Watts, interim executive 
director of the TRC, reported on prog- 


It is hoped that this 
process of truth-telling and 


ress, including how the Aboriginal reconciliation will free the together. 
people are being empowered: they are Aboriginal people of their After the completion of the program 
being given a voice to express issues at the museum, the Musqueam 


palniut past and fred sae drummer, once again drumming and 


singing a Musqueam paddling song, 
escorted walkers back to VST. It was 
like we were paddling along with a 
common goal. As the drumbeats echoed 
back to us from the buildings across 
the road, it seemed as if the Aboriginal 
ancestors were there in spirit and gave 
their approval of these first steps towards peace and recon- 
ciliation between their people and those of the church. For 
the church’s part, the more we are able to support the TRC 
and its efforts, the more we acknowledge the value of the 
Aboriginal people—especially the survivors. @ 


to be addressed, such as missing chil- 
dren and unmarked gravesites. As 
well, financial compensation is being 
offered to the estimated 80,000 survi- 
vors of the residential schools. The 
government is soon to designate three 
commissioners to head up the TRC, 
which will give survivors “an oppor- 
tunity to share their individual experiences in a safe and 
culturally appropriate manner through statement taking 
or truth-sharing.” 

The Vancouver leg of the tour had a spiritual focus. 
Rt. Rev. Mark MacDonald, National Anglican Indigenous 
Bishop of the Anglican Church of Canada, commented 
on the Spirit touching people’s minds and hearts. Rev. Dr. 


churches of their guilt so 

that right relations can be 

restored and we can hold 
hands and move 
forward together 


Kathleen Konrad lives in Vancouver. 


The Gradual Civilization Act 


The federal policy of assimilation had 
its origin in the Gradual Civilization Act 
of 1857, which was reinforced by the 
Indian Act of 1876 and sanctioned by 
successive parliaments of Canada. The 
Roman Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian 
and United Churches provided staff 
and administration to the schools 
established by the government. 

“If you read the language of the 
policy of assimilation, the language 
itself is so disturbing, for it speaks of 
removing children, and | quote, from 
their ‘evil surroundings’ ... [and] ‘the 
savage child would be remade into 
a civilized adult,” Anglican Primate 
Rev. Fred Hiltz told the gathering in 
Saskatoon. 

Rev.Dr.HansKouwenbergquotedfrom 
the apology issued by the Presbyterian 
Church in 1994. “For our church we ask 
forgiveness. It is our hope that those we 


have wronged with a hurt too deep for 
telling will accept what we have to say. 
With God's guidance, our church will seek 
opportunities to walk with Aboriginal 
peoples to find healing and wholeness 
together as God's people.” 

He then detailed some of the steps 
being taken to live up to that promise to 
walk together. 

“Saskatoon is home to Rev. Stewart 
Folster, a Presbyterian minister from 
the Brokenhead Ojibway Nation in 
Manitoba. Stewart runs the Saska- 
toon Native Circle Ministry. Here, he 
has established a safe place where 
Aboriginal people can come into a 
welcoming environment to meet with 
friends. These are individuals who 
struggle daily to find enough food to 
eat, to obtain a bed to sleep in, a shelter 
from the cold, and to find work to 
support themselves,” Kouwenberg said. 


“We need to learn how to be a greater 
blessing to them.” 

He also described an_ elders 
program founded by the ecumenical 
chaplaincy office at the University of 
Saskatchewan, developed by Ursula 
Wiig, “which allows Aboriginal and non- 
Aboriginal students to meet together 
with Native elders and learn more 
about the rich spiritual traditions of 
indigenous peoples.” 

In addition, Saskatchewan is 
home to the only remaining Presby- 
terian congregation that is located on 
a reserve, the Mistawasis Memorial 
Presbyterian Church. “We want to grow 
in our relationship with the people of 
Mistawasis who have a special role in 
helping us understand how to heal our 
broken relationships with our Aboriginal 
brothers and sisters,” said Kouwenberg. 
—Kiply Lukan Yaworski 
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Gifts from God 


Survivors in Saskatoon share their stories. BY KIPLY LUKAN YAWORSKI 


rf i W: are appealing to the general public to talk 

to their Members of Parliament, their legis- 

lators ... to encourage them to get the Prime 
Minister of Canada to formally apologize for the atrocities 
that occurred at the hands of the governments of the past,” 
Chief Lawrence Joseph of the Federation of Saskatchewan 
Indian Nations said to the 500 people gathered at the Saska- 
toon Western Development Museum. 

“T want to tell the truth. I have been around for a long 
time and I have seen the holocaust that 
is there as a result of Eurocentric poli- 
cies that definitely did not work for First 
Nations people,” said Joseph. 

Ted Quewezance, executive director 
of the National Residential School Survi- 
vors Society, related his own experience. 
“All | had was my grandparents, and the 
government of Canada, Indian Affairs, 
came and dragged me away from my 
grandpa and they told my grandpa that 
‘if you don’t let this little boy go, you'll 
be going to jail.’” 

Sexually abused from the age of five 
to 11 by those in positions of trust, he told of the devasta- 
tion of eventually revealing his experiences to his family, 
to his wife and five daughters. He also related the trauma 
of going through disclosure in court, and of being called a 
liar. “I’m still here. And many, many survivors across the 
country are still here. 

“What has happened to us as little boys and little girls 
in those residential schools is one of the best-kept secrets in 
this country,” he said. “I personally ask each and every one 
to follow, to read the information. The Truth and Recon- 
ciliation Commission will be coming and we have to tell 
our stories.” 

Rev. George Yando, minister at Mistawasis Memo- 
rial Presbyterian Church on the reserve at Mistawasis, 
Saskatchewan, told the Record the event gave him hope. 
“I’m excited that the process is beginning and hopeful that 
it will raise awareness amongst non-Native Canadians, 
within the church and without, about the legacy of the 
residential schools.” 

Some members of the Mistawasis community are wary 
about the truth and reconciliation process, admitted 
Yando. “There is some resistance, and a sense of ‘we’re 
getting tired of telling you our story: you need to start 
listening.’” 
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‘I’m excited that the 
process is beginning 
and hopeful that it will 
raise awareness amongst 


non-Native Canadians, 
within the church 
and without, about 
the legacy of the 
residential schools’ 


Yando has spent four years at Mistawasis: a blessing 
characterized by humour, joy and welcome. “Walking with 
these folks is a privilege that not enough Presbyterians have 
had,” he said. Yando said he would encourage everyone to 
be a part of the Truth and Reconciliation process by really 
listening, by attending public hearings, and by following 
the coverage in the media and on the web page. 

Rev. Amanda Currie from St. Andrew’s, Saskatoon, said 
she appreciated the heartfelt words of both Aboriginal and 
Church Leaders at the Remembering the 
Children event in Saskatoon. She was 
particularly moved when all survivors 
of residential schools were invited to 
stand. “Their courage and their strength 
had an impact on those who were here. 
We all need to be listening, to be part of 
the circle, to actually be with the people 
who have suffered and are continuing 
to suffer by what we have done.” 

A challenge close to home will be 
for her own congregation to continue 
forging connections with First Nations 
neighbours, including those at nearby 
Saskatoon Native Circle Ministry, Currie said. 

Saskatoon Native Circle is a frontline ministry in the 
core neighbourhood of the city, said Presbyterian minister 
Rev. Stewart Folster. The Saskatoon event carried seeds of 
hope for him. His involvement in collecting the stories of 
residential school survivors for the task force that worked 
on the Presbyterian Church apology in 1994 was a “heavy 
time,” he added. “It was so emotional, it was so deep for 
me, because these are my people they are talking about. 
I know the history of First Nations people in Canada, I’ve 
studied it, I’ve studied about the effects of colonialism and 
poverty. And I see it every day. I work with it every day. My 
own children have suffered from it.” 

He also reflected on the ongoing struggle to keep his 
own ministry viable, and to avoid burnout in the face of 
so much suffering. “I’ve been working for the Saskatoon 
Native Circle Ministry for 15 years, and we still don’t have 
our own place,” Folster added. “That’s a big frustration for 
me. I think it’s a real shame that we’re still working under 
these conditions. Send me the people who can help make 
this happen.” @ 


Kiply Lukan Yaworski is the communications director for the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon. 
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The Weight of Sin 


The path to forgiveness is messy and difficult. BY JUDITH FARRIS 


econciliation: Grand Chief Ron Evans called it a 
“journey we have to take” in his welcome to those 
athered at the Remembering the Children event at the 
Forks Market in Winnipeg. Comparing reconciliation between 
the church and First Nations people to a journey did not 
surprise me, realizing it was a journey I myself have to take. 
I was prepared for polished presentations from church and 
aboriginal dignitaries signifying their willingness to cooperate 
with each other. As the Gaudry 
Boys opened the evening with 
fiddling, I settled into my chair 
prepared to observe the produc- 
tion with polite detachment. 
What I was unprepared for 
was the raw humanity of the 
event. One of the speakers, Ken 
Young, had to leave early because 
he received a phone call that his 
brother, also a residential school 
survivor, had died that day. He 
wanted to share his message 
before he left. Another speaker 
hadn’t been on the program at 
all. She held up a feather, walked 
to the front, and began speaking 
of the horrific spiritual and phys- 
ical abuse she had endured. There 
was no question of politely asking her to sit down. Eventually, 
someone gave her a microphone. “We went through hell,” she 
stated, “but we survived. I intend to be a survivor. I will never 
forget. I will forgive, but I will never forget.” When the Primate 
of the Anglican Church was speaking, a woman five feet away 
from me stood up and began yelling that the church leaders 
were uttering lies. I found her language shocking at a church 
event —but it was a powerful and truthful moment, as we 
witnessed the depths of her pain. Honourable Elijah Harper, 
who took the stage with his son-in-law and two-month-old 
grandson, was unable to speak for several minutes, his voice 
faltering after saying, “It’s hard.” He spoke about his grandson 
and, he spoke less like a politician and more like a prophet. 
Harper spoke of the necessity of forgiveness, which he 
considers “the greatest thing you can do for your people 
and for our children.” Part of forgiveness is an acknowledge- 
ment of wrongdoing. Explaining the importance of an offi- 
cial apology from the Government of Canada, Harper, who 
identifies himself as a Christian, compared himself to Moses 
before Pharaoh, saying, “Release my people ... from that 


Manitoba Archbishops Reynald Rouleau 
and Emilius Goulet 


bondage so we can heal.” 

Ted Quewezance, executive director of the National Resi- 
dential School Survivors’ Society, spoke of the hurt of being 
shunned and shamed by his community, even his own 
children, when he first spoke out about the sexual abuse he 
experienced. Quewezance, who said with great feeling that 
“there is such a thing as forgiveness,” stated that he could 
relate to those who expressed anger toward the church. He 
commented that “many people 
tell us to forget, forgive, heal,” 
but that the decision to set out 
on the path of forgiveness is up 
to each individual. Survivors 
are at many different stages 
in their journeys: “Some are 
bitter, some are happy, some 
are watching and waiting,” 
and “many cannot attend such 
functions.” 

On behalf of the churches, 
the church leaders acknowl- 
edged our sin and asked for 
forgiveness at this event. We 
saw that apology both angrily 
rejected and lovingly accepted. 
Quewezance affirmed that it is 
different “to hear a person give 
an apology than to see it in writing.” It is hard to forgive a 
faceless institution. 

To hear the stories of a handful of survivors—to be 
entrusted with these stories—was humbling and even fright- 
ening. We were confronted with both exposed emotional 
wounds and with signs of healing. We were invited to witness 
and engage in the messy yet essential work of reconciliation. 
The truth is messy; it’s going to offend us Presbyterians. The 
process of speaking and hearing the truth in the upcoming 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission isn’t going to be safe. 
The path is treacherous, but it is the right path, the path God 
has shown us when He forgave us through the cross. I had 
heard of what was wrong with our participation in residen- 
tial schools before, but the gathering at the Forks was the 
first time I felt the weight of our sin. I saw how messy and 
difficult asking forgiveness for that sin is going to be. | also 
saw glimpses of a path to reconciliation on which many are 
already journeying. @ 
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Judith Farris lives in Winnipeg. 
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Something new was born during the Leaders’ Tour. BY REV. DR. HANS KOUWENBERG 


in Winnipeg should be the last stop in our national 

Aboriginal and Church Leaders’ tour. For it was here, 
at this traditional stopping place at the junction of the Red 
and Assiniboine rivers, that Aboriginal 
peoples gathered for centuries to meet, 
to share food and medicine, to discuss 
issues of common concern and to trade. 
It was here, too, that new inhabitants 
of Canada met with the Aboriginal 
peoples and shared their cultures, 
thereby offering an opportunity to 
grow together as peoples and become 
enriched as individual human beings in 
building bonds of friendship and new 
understanding. 

But it didn’t continue to happen. Sadly, our Euro-Cana- 
dian culture sought to dominate, subjugate and assimilate 
the Aboriginal peoples, especially by means of the infa- 
mous residential schools. Now, after our churches have 
apologized and re-covenanted with Aboriginal peoples, and 
with the federal government’s apology and appointment 
of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission just around 
the corner, we have an historic opportunity to build better, 
more equal partnerships. 

Each event in our tour had a life of its own, yet perhaps 
this event was the most informal—seated, as we were, 
among the shops, inspired by moving traditional opening 
prayers and ceremony, and entertained, as we were, by foot- 
stomping fiddlers and great Aboriginal singers and dancers. 
It was, perhaps, also the most intense—as we heard again 
the stories of terrible pain and loss, and then realized that 
this all too brief beginning of a new journey that we are 
making with each other was coming to an end. As Fred 
Hiltz, the Anglican Primate, reminded us, we were now 
on the threshold of Holy Week, the last week of our Lord’s 
life, as he prepared for his death upon the cross by which 
God seeks to reconcile all humankind. All of us who trav- 
elled to Ottawa, Vancouver, Saskatoon, and Winnipeg have 


| was fitting that the Marketplace Court at the Forks 
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We have been changed 

by this trip. Our prayer 

is that many others will 
-also be changed by what 


the hearings of the Truth 
and Reconciliation 
Commission will bring 
to all of Canada 


realized just how important this walk has been, symbolic 
of other, longer walks of reconciliation that all Canadians 
need to make with First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples, as 
we really hear the truth about the sad legacy of residential 
schools and seek new levels of under- 
standing and partnership as peoples 
who are invited to live in multicultural 
harmony upon this great gift of land 
given to all of us by our Creator God. 

Elder, the Honourable Elijah Harper, 
with his children and grandchildren by 
his side, reminded us how Aboriginal 
people have shared this gift as an act of 
gracious hospitality. He also spoke from 
his heart with a greatness of spirit, that 
no one could compel from another, 
about the forgiveness he was willing to offer so that personal 
and corporate healing and new conversations could begin. 
Yet, a grandmother reminded us of how difficult it was to 
say words of forgiveness when she couldn’t forget how she 
had been beaten as a seven-year-old child, so severely that 
she couldn’t get up for eight weeks. Ted Quewezance, exec- 
utive director of the National Residential Schools Survivors 
Society, spoke of the reasons why many Aboriginal peoples 
are the way they are and of the tremendous hope he had 
that a new day was coming. 

Those of us who walked this short journey together— 
Aboriginal and Church leaders alike, as well as many in 
the large crowds that attended each session of this 10-day 
tour—felt, as National Indigenous Anglican Bishop Mark 
MacDonald said, “Something new was born here today; 
something that is bigger than any one of us.” We have 
been changed by this trip. Our prayer is that many others 
will also be changed by what the hearings of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission will bring to all of Canada. 


Rev. Dr. ].H. (Hans) Kouwenberg is the Moderator of the 133rd 
General Assembly. He gave this address in Winnipeg on March 
10, 2008. 
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A glimmer of another faith 
tradition may illuminate 
our OWN. BY KEITH RANDALL 


orman Wirzba writes in Living 

the Sabbath of “the principle 

that was well-known in ancient 
or traditional cultures: bodily health 
includes the health of many bodies, 
human and non-human, we necessarily 
live with.” He echoes the teachings of 
Canada’s First Nations that everything 
around us, animate and inanimate, is 
“all my relations.” 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
has endorsed Healing and Reconcilia- 
tion to transform society for the better 
by helping Aboriginal and non-Aborig- 
inal people develop a new _ under- 
standing and build a new relationship 
founded on mutual respect and love. 
In 2006, The Church of St. Andrew and 
St Paul, Montreal, signed a twinning 
covenant with the Saskatoon Native 
Circle Ministry, confirming a five-year 
relationship. Friendships have formed, 
tears and laughter have been shared, but 
understanding ultimately touches the 
spiritual. The intersection of Christian 
and Aboriginal faith is a challenging 
crossroads. 

“We say there are four learnings,” 
says Vern Douglas, an Ojibway and 
cultural advisor at Trent University, 
Peterborough, Ont. “Awareness is > 
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COVER FEATURE 


first. There’s no learning without awareness, but next is under- 
standing which leads to knowledge which leads to wisdom.” 

Let us, then, seek awareness. 

“There’s only one Creator, Ghi-mndo [pronounced 
Zhay-m'ndo] in Ojibway, the rest are relations,” he explains. 
“There’s a spiritual life in everything Ghi-mndo created. We 
give thanks and acknowledge our humility and relationship 
in the grand scheme of things.” 

Colin Scott, associate professor of 
anthropology at McGill University, has 
spent 30 years working with Cree hunters 
in Wemindji on the James Bay coast. He 
talks about comfort in plurality. 

“I work mainly with people who 
never lost a deep, rich continuity in 
their relationship with a world in which, 
frankly, Christianity is a non-starter. In 
the bush, dealing with a multiplicity 
of experience, depths, variety and 
nuance, there is a whole cultural legacy 
supporting that experience that allows 
you to find meaning and practical direction.” 

Scott thinks a common misconception that Native people 
worshipped multiple gods, spirits and totems grew out of a 
naive transfer of European attitudes. 

“What’s much more productive is the idea of ubiquitous 
connection, an attitude of respect and of cultivating rela- 
tionships with multiple others in the world, which is not 
quite the same thing as worshipping multiple gods.” 

Everyone’s welcome at this conversation. Even 773-year- 
old Thomas Aquinas, in Summa Theologica, endorsing a 
commentary on Gentiles following the Law, may offer a 
key. “Although they have no written law, yet they have the 
natural law, whereby each one knows, and is conscious of, 
what is good and what is evil,” Aquinas wrote. 

Perhaps we’re all united in consciousness, however 
expressed. 

“If my faith is the Nishnawbe, or Ojibway, creation 
story and the spiritual relationship to things in this terri- 


‘I think even non-Natives 
know that there is a 
spirit world of angels 
and saints and powerful 
faith healing by prayer 


to our one and only God. 
So, why is it so difficult to 
give those same elements 
the face of an eagle or 
a bear or a wolf?’ 


tory, how does my faith become your myth?” asks Vern 
Douglas. “And is your faith my myth? Values of humanity 
are universal. Sharing, caring, respect and the basic laws in 
the Ten Commandments, the Koran, the Talmud, Torah or 
the medicine wheel are common to human beings. It’s how 
you manifest and bring those to life.” 

Rev. Stewart Folster of Saskatoon, Canada’s only active 
Native Presbyterian minister, under- 
stands. 

“T think even non-Natives know that 
there is a spirit world of angels and saints 
and powerful faith healing by prayer to our 
one and only God,” he wrote in a recent 
e-mail. “So, why is it so difficult to give 
those same elements the face of an eagle 
or a bear or a wolf? I have never prayed to 
a tree or a rock, not even to a cross. God 
is more than that. There is no easy way 
to explain something spiritual meant to 
be experienced in the sweat lodge or pipe 
ceremony, no thoughts about who can 
help you except the One you pray to.” 

Bevan Skerratt is a Celtic-Cree, founder of the Urban 
Aboriginal Medicine Fellowship, singer, writer, holistic 
psychotherapist and Christian, who has also integrated 
beliefs from two traditions. “It’s not something you can 
convey through language that evokes an old paradigm,” 
he says of his faith journey. “If one has an experience of 
expanded consciousness, I think that new linguistic symbols 
would be part of the creative process of integrating and 
sharing the experience.” 

That makes it tough for a writer. Could it be, though, that 
a glimmer of awareness may lead to some understanding, 
that insights of another’s faith may illuminate my own in 
the saving grace of Jesus Christ? Wisdom remains distant, 
but at least we’ve ventured into the intersection. 


Keith Randall is a broadcaster and writer, and ruling elder at The 
Church of St. Andrew and St. Paul, Montreal. 


Truth and reconciliation commissions around the world 


ARGENTINA: on forced disappearances from 1976-1983 
CANADA: on residential school victims 

CHILE: on human rights abuses during Pinochet years 
EL SALVADOR: a UN commission on violence 

FIJI: on the coup of 2000 

GHANA: coming to terms with its post-colonial history 
GUATEMALA: on its three-decades-long civil war 
LIBERIA: on human rights violations over 20 years 
MOROCCO: on Years of Lead 

PANAMA: 28 years of military regimes 
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PERU: more than 69,000 dead over two years of 
internal conflict 

SIERRA LEONE: on its 11-year civil war 

SOUTH AFRICA: the template for all such 
commissions, on apartheid 

SOUTH KOREA: on years of “Japanese imperialism” 
EAST TIMOR: on human rights violations on all 
sides from 1974 to 1999 

UNITED STATES: on Maoist, KKK and neo-Nazi 
clashes in 1979 in Greensboro 

Source: Wikipedia 
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CARBERRY 


Seeks a full-time Minister of Word and Sacraments 
to work with us on our goals by: 
e leading worship and preaching 
e assisting us to reach out to the next generation 
e introducing and developing elements 
of contemporary worship 
e helping us to create spiritually fulfilling Christian 
education activities 
e providing pastoral care and crisis visiting 
¢ challenging us to become a more community 
oriented church 


Interim Moderator: 

The Rev. Paul Sakasov 

338 11th St. East, 

Brandon, Manitoba R7A 5W7 
E-mail: psakasov@hotmail.com 
(204) 727-2385 


wT at Te A 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
BRANDON 


Is God calling you to lead us 
..iN meaningful Worship 
... meaningful Fellowship 
...meaningful Mission? 


Please visit our website: 
www.churchinbrandon.ca 


Interim Moderator: 

Rev. Paul Sakasov, 338 11th St. East, 
Brandon, Manitoba R7A 5W7 

Email: paul@pcbrandon.com 

Phone: 204-727-2385 
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KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
SELKIRK 


Seeks a Minister devoted to: 

¢ lively, meaningful worship 

© providing compassionate pastoral care 

e training and enabling the ministry of our 

congregation 

We appreciate theology and worship that is 
“traditional” but “flexible”. We seek a minister 
with an active prayer life willing to share long term 
ministry with us. Selkirk, a vibrant small city with a 
village atmosphere, has easy access to big 
city amenities. 


For more information see: knoxselkirk.ca 


Interim Moderator: 

Rev. James Ko, 309 Strathnaver Ave., 
Selkirk, MB R1A 0H5 

Email: pastorjames68@hotmail.com 
Phone: 204-785-9834 


aca 
ST. ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
THOMPSON 


Seeks an adventurous and creative minister to serve 
in a stimulating and invigorating setting. 


The ministry opportunities are limitless and the 
recreational opportunities boundless in this 
“Hub of the North”. 


If you are interested in adventure and challenge, 
you are invited to apply. 


Interim Moderator: 
Rev. Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB RSK 0OL1 

Email: peterwwpres@mts.net 

Phone: 204-837-5706 


ACN 


Three additional Manitoba congregations will soon begin searching for new ministers: 


e St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Flin Flon, 


Contact: Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, MB _R3K 0L1, Email: peterwwpres@mts.net 


¢ Knox Presbyterian Church, Neepawa, - 
Contact: Paul Sakasov, 338 11th St. Ea: 


_ ¢ First Presbyterian Church, Portage la Prairie, 


: Contact: lan MacKenzie, 2 Burns Bay, Portage la Prairie, MB, R1N 3P3, Email: uillian@mts.net 


st, Brandon, MB, R7A 5W7, Email: paul@pcbrandon.com 


Ministers Mix It Up 


Denominational ties are increasingly rare. BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


enominational lines are 
changing. In recent years, 
they’ve become more porous 
than ever, where people easily move 
through quickly dissolving boundaries, 
searching for the right fit. And it’s not 
only members who migrate throughout 
and within this post-denominational 
society; ministers are doing the same. 
This migration may simply be the 
natural order of things, or it might also 
be dependent on theological issues, 
like gay marriage and ordination, or on 
other very personal reasons. 
“It may be a matter of people 
finding community in a different 
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way,” says Rev. Dr. Harry Oussoren, 
who handles congregations’ health 
and well-being at the United Church 
of Canada as its executive minister 
of congregational, educational and 
community ministries. 

He wonders if denominational 
lines are even worth keeping in 
today’s society. “With moderate 
differences, can we afford to be sepa- 
rate communities with all the over- 
head that entails? Or is there a better 
way to do mission together?” Ouso- 
rren asks. “If there’s a bell-ringer in all 
of this, maybe that’s it.” 

Forty ministers from the Presby- 


terian Church have joined the UCC 
since 1985, while 10 United Church 
ministers have become Presbyterian 
since 1990. Some of the influx to 
the PCC may be due to the United 
Church’s 1988 decision to support 
gay ordination and ministry, though 
such reasons for leaving aren’t neces- 
sarily kept by the church—or at least, 
not made public. Still, the numbers 
aren’t so large that one would think 
the Presbyterian Church has been 
fundamentally changed due to their 
deflection. 

But when considering all of the 
ministers who have migrated to the 
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PCC from other denominations and 
countries, it is reasonable to think that 
they have influenced the church. In 
total, since 1990, 216 ministers from 
other denominations applied to the 
PCC; 111 were received. Three-quarters 
of the received ministers came from 
Reformed Church denominations, 
with the largest ones being the Dutch 
Reformed Church of South Africa, the 
Presbyterian Church of Korea, the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and the 
UCC. Of the non-Reformed denomina- 
tions, the most popular are those with 
Pentecostal and Baptist backgrounds. 
Rev. Gordon Haynes, associate 
secretary for Canada Ministries at 
the PCC, says we’re living in a plural- 
istic society where congregations 
are now willing to welcome minis- 
ters from another denomination or 
another country—and the Presbyte- 
rian Church is becoming increasingly 


multicultural because of it. 

“The old denominational and 
cultural boundaries are not really 
there anymore,” he said. “Is that a 
bad thing? No. If we didn’t have these 
ministers coming in, we’d have a hard 
time filling all the positions. 

“T don’t think we’ve ever been a 
church that has provided fully for all 
the ministers we need,” continued 
Haynes, “and I’d argue that we’d be a 
poorer church if we didn’t have people 
coming in from elsewhere.” Currently 
there are about 170 vacancies in the 
PCC’s nearly 800 charges. This doesn’t 


DENOMINATIONS 


the Presbyterians. Hungarians came 
in large groups after 1956, and a 
“huge effort” was made to integrate 
Reformed church people into the PCC. 
Finally, South Africans have come into 
PCC ministry mostly since the end of 
apartheid in 1990. 

“The Irish contingent was very 
fundamentalist in their ethos,” says 
MacLeod. “Not always clearly theo- 
logical or Reformed, influenced by 
the religious culture of the north, 
particularly its anti-Roman Catholi- 
cism. The Dutch provided strong 
theological ballast for us. The 


‘| don’t think we’ve ever been a church that has provided fully for all 
the ministers we need, and I'd argue that we'd be a poorer church if 
we didn’t have people coming in from elsewhere.’ 


include temporarily-filled pulpits by 
supply ministers, interim ministers, 
lay missionaries, or summer students. 
Filling all the pulpits has always 
been a struggle for the church, says 
Rev. A. Donald MacLeod, research 
professor of church history at Tyndale 
Theological Seminary in Toronto. After 
church union, when about 80 per cent 
of clergy left for the United Church, 
the need became extremely urgent 
“and there were many imports.” 
Then, during WWI, many clergy 
became chaplains, and after the war, 
130 church extensions in suburban 
areas caused a clergy shortage in 
outlying areas. It was anticipated that 
women would help fill the need when 
their ordination was allowed in 1966, 
but family restraints often limited the 
locations in which they could work. 
Throughout the last century the 
church has welcomed various immi- 
grants. The Irish were amongst the 
largest group, first during the 1920s, 
and again after WWII when minis- 
ters of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland couldn’t find work because 
of their limited educational back- 
ground and the surplus of clergy in 
Northern Ireland. Dutch ministers 
came over mostly between 1948 and 
1951 because of hard times in their 
home country, though most chose 
the Christian Reformed Church over 


Hungarians had their own scholarly 
approach and were highly cultured 
and intellectual, and politics were 
always important to them.” 

More recently, the growing number 
of Koreans in the PCC have influ- 
enced the congregations where they 
minister. Haynes said more English- 
speaking congregations are willing to 
welcome second-generation Koreans 
to the pulpit; and indeed, more and 
more are heading in this direction. 
This is a marked difference from only 
a decade ago, meaning Korean influ- 
ence is slowly moving out of the 
Han-Ca presbytery bounds. 

“The next generation will be the 
test,” says MacLeod. “Recent studies 
suggest that one third of the children of 
Korean immigrants to North America 
give up their parents’ faith, one third 
are nominal, and a third retain their 
parents’ vital spirituality and love for 
the church and for Jesus.” 

But do migrating ministers have 
the power to cause bigger changes? Do 
ministers with pro-gay ordination and 
pro-same-sex marriage opinions, for 
example, have the power to change 
the denomination’s current stance 
against these issues? 

“T fear that change is inevitable,” 
said MacLeod. “I use the word ‘fear’ 
as I dread the resulting heartbreak of 
schism. It’s a lose/lose situation > 
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for everyone involved, particularly 
(and ultimately) gays.” 

Some, like Rev. Douglas duCharme 
who left for the UCC, says he left the 
PCC to escape this denomination’s 
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| eldersinstitute 


SERVING AS A 
RuLING ELDER 


Online Course 2008 
What are the roles and responsibili- 
ties of elders? Join this course and 
| explore the multifaceted answers to | 
| this and other questions with the | 
| Elders' Institute. 
| 


Join other ruling elders online! 


Aprit 21 - May 30, 2008 


Instructor: Rev. Karen Hors 


| Registration Fee: $100 


www ieldersinstitute.ca 
Te), 4.8.6.6. 7.9°4., 8 8 8.8 


insular, controlled environment to 
find an open, welcoming United 
Church that encourages new ideas, 
new perspectives and new methods of 
ministry. “Within the United Church, 
there’s room to oppose. There’s permis- 
sion there. They’re not afraid.” 

A minister in the PCC for 20 years, 
duCharme’s work took on many roles, 
including interim ministry. But he was 
often frustrated by the workings of 
the church. “The process often made 
me want to rip my hair out,” he said. 
“People get hurt because they can’t 
figure out how to work through the 
restraints of the Presbyterian Church. 
It kills the spirit.” 

Rev. Dr. Michael Caveney agrees. 
After serving the Presbyterian Church 
for 19 years, he left fora United Church 
congregation in Victoria, B.C. He was 
raised in the PCC, and has been at his 
current post for about five years. 

“The migration is due to the inca- 
pacity of presbyteries to deal with 
modern, current, staffing issues,” 
he said. “I have found lots of people 
working in the UCC who were from 
the PCC, and I think that very few of 
them have switched for theological 
reasons or moved around until they 
found a place that suited them. Most 
of them were raised, as I was, as Pres- 
byterians, and left the denomination 


“Let my heart be Broken with 
the things that break the heart 


of God.’________. 


World Vision’s founder, Bob 
Pierce, wrote those words on 
| the flyleaf of his Bible almost 


60 years ago. 


It was during the Korean War, and 
he was deeply moved by the suffering 


of the children he saw around him. 
Back home, he couldn’t forget the children. Motivated by Jesus’ 


That’s how World Vision was born. Today, for about a dollar a day, 
you can be a part of this great undertaking by helping to bring a 
needy child nourishing food, life-giving medicine, fresh, disease- 


free water and education for a future bright with promise. When 
you return this form, we'll rush you a sponsorship kit complete 


with your child’s photo and information. 
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Africa Asia 


living in: [ 


Send my child’s photo right away. 
Latin America 
| can’t sponsor a child right now but here's a special gift of $ 


Changes 


NEAT EXIT 


A 
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for other reasons.” 

Rev. Will Ingram, minister at St. 
Andrew’s, King St., Toronto, couldn’t 
disagree more and suggests there is 
a subtext which migrating minis- 
ters rarely discuss. “When I hear of 
people switching there is always a 
driving reason beneath it they don’t 
want to admit.” 

The responsibility, he says, is on 
the ministers to ensure their own 
success—and the structure is in place 
to encourage that. “Our system is 
structured to be collegial and helpful 
in both pastoral care and clergy 
success. I think there has to be a lot 
of conversation about how well clergy 
set up their own support systems to 
stay balanced and healthy. 

“So much ofitis personality-driven,” 
he says, and the reasons are often more 
personal than institutional. 

Giving ministers the help they 


Please sponsor a child, 
mail this form today. 
Or call § 800 268-1650 


| prefer to sponsor a: L] Boy UI Girl 
wherever the need is greatest 
to help. 801! 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 
( ) 


PROV POSTAL CODE 


PHONE 


Bill my $35 monthly sponsorship payment to my: CO visa 


E-MAIL 


| have enclosed my first monthly cheque for $35 (payable to World Vision ) 


UM OC) AMEX 


CARD NO. 


EXP. DATE 


SIGNATURE 
Mail today to: 


worldvision.ca 


regardless of race, religion, gender or ethnicity. 


World Vision PO. Box 2500, Mississauga ON L5M 3H2 


3731379/40501 


World Vision | 


World Vision is a Christian relief, development and advocacy organization dedicated to working with children, families and 
communities to overcome poverty and injustice.As followers of Jesus, we are motivated by God's love to serve all people 
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need to stay healthy and effective, and 
therefore, actively serving, is another 
piece to the puzzle. Of the 31 gradu- 
ates from Knox College in 1987, for 
example, only 17 are still in ministry, 
one has died, two were international 
students and three were Korean 
students who were not necessarily 
destined to ministry in the PCC. 

“The bigger question for me is 
not whether ministers are leaving the 
Presbyterian Church for the United 
Church,” said Rev. Dr. Dorcas Gordon, 
principal at Knox College, “but our 
ability to sustain ministers throughout 
their career at various stages. How do 
we find the resources they need to 
sustain their work?” 

Gordon said colleges can partner 
with congregations to help bolster the 
shortage of ministers. “We used to have 
a system where young people gathered 
and leadership challenged them to 
think about how God could use them. 
It’s still there, but it’s skeletal. 

“So who then will challenge them?” 
she asks. “No one in the guidance 
office at high school will ask a young 
person about going into ministry. It 
has to come from the congregations. 
They need to be challenged to look 
at young people and say, ‘I wonder 
where God is calling you,’ and give 
them something to think about.” 

Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris, dean of St. 
Andrew’s Hall in Vancouver, agrees. 
“One of the traditional roles of minis- 
ters and sessions is to identify and to 
encourage candidates for ministry. 
Perhaps they need to be reminded 
gently of this responsibility.” 

Rev. Dr. John Vissers, principal 
at Presbyterian College, Montreal, 
wonders if the issue isn’t just a little 
bigger than that: “Are the so-called 
mainline Protestant churches increas- 
ingly being looked upon as one 
shrinking entity, and will there be 
more traffic among them as a result? 
Is there an ecclesial and religious 
realignment taking place in Canadian 
society? From the perspective of theo- 
logical education, has our commit- 
ment to ecumenical theological educa- 
tion always served us well?” @ 


Wills that Changed the World 


William the Conqueror 
Conquered England and turned the King’s English into French 


William Tyndale 
Translated the Bible into English 


William Shakespeare 
English playwright and poet 


William Penn 
English Quaker who founded Pennsylvania on 
the principle of religious freedom 


William Gates 
Founder of Microsoft and co-founder of 
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 


Alfred Nobel 


Inventor of dynamite and founder of the Nobel Prizes 


Surprised to find an Alfred among all the Wills? You 
shouldn’t be. Sometimes our Last Will and Testament can 
be the most lasting legacy we leave behind. Alfred Nobel’s 
will changed his legacy from “the man who invented 
dynamite” to “the man who founded the Nobel Prizes.” 
With a stroke of the pen, Nobel changed the way we 
remember his name and turned the destructive power 
of dynamite into a force to help build a better world. 


What is your legacy going to be? 


To learn how you can provide a lasting legacy 
through your will, contact: 


The Planned Giving Office, The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7, 1-800-619-7301 
www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving/willsandbequests 


Planting reeds of hope For generations to come: 
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RENEWAL 


A True Church 


Perfection waits for heaven and the renewal of all things. 


BY CALVIN BROWN 


the Communion of Saints, the Forgiveness of Sins...’ 

In the last number of years, our church has taken 
to asking for forgiveness from those we have harmed. The 
greatest amount of time, energy, and money (millions of 
dollars) has been dedicated to Aboriginals whom we as 
a church have taken responsibility for harming through 
our lack of discernment in seeing that what we were 
doing was wrong. 

We simply let our confidence in our government and 
societal mores determine what was acceptable to us as 
church. I suspect some of the things we are doing now will 
have the same judgement of history on us in the future. 
One thing for sure we need to ask forgiveness for is all 


[mc in the Holy Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, 


Many, many people have left our church or are 
on the verge of leaving, not because there is 
conflict but because we have not addressed 
the conflict as Christians should 


the people we in the church have wounded and in fact 
whose souls we have put in jeopardy by our often arrogant 
and callous dealing with them. We have sometimes been 
accused of “eating our own kind.” It grieves me, as I watch 
the actions of congregations, presbyteries and other courts 
of our church at times of disagreement, that there is so 
often a lack of grace and mercy. Some say the court system 
itself is set up to create winners and losers instead of a win/ 
win solution and at times I have observed this to be true. 
In congregational conflict, people go ballistic in their vitri- 
olic attacks without the faith community holding them 
in check. This is a serious failure for us as Christians in 
community. Sometimes it is only the fear of civil lawsuits 
that seems to restrain us at all. This is not what I believe 
church should be. This is not what Jesus would do. 

What can be done to work for reconciliation? 

It is not what was common a few decades ago when 
there was a conspiracy of silence and issues were hidden 
under the table so there was a facade of everything being 
fine. It is also not an expanded Book of Forms with more 
rules and regulations. It is instead, I believe, a matter of 
renewed hearts and minds in the church. It is having 
the boldness and courage to forgive those who treat us 
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shamefully and to turn the other cheek. It is even to be so 
gracious (some would say crazy) as to give the benefit of 
the doubt to believe that maybe our enemies (those who 
have wounded us to the core) can change and perhaps on 
reflection even acknowledge that what they said or did 
was not what Jesus would have wanted. It is to believe 
that the power of God is so great that even prodigals can 
be given another chance. This will cost us both as indi- 
viduals and as church communities—it is risk-taking— 
it is acting in faith! It will cost us more than money; it 
will cost us time and emotional energy. Time taken as 
a community together to learn how to behave in times 
of conflict. Time to be in earnest prayer so we can truly 
discern the spiritual issues and address them openly. Time 
taken to work closely with those wounded and those who 
have wounded them. Time to commit to symbols and 
actions of reconciliation. 

Many, many people have left our church or are on the 
verge of leaving, not because there is conflict but because 
we have not addressed the conflict as Christians should. 
Many are not willing to pay the price anymore of hanging 
in there when the outcome is not often one that demon- 
strates an amazing love but is only a compromise that gets 
us one more period of armed peace. Being a true church 
will cost—it always has. I pray we will be willing to pay the 
price and that we will be willing to press on for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus as Paul urges us 
in scripture. 

A few years ago in the midst of the sex scandals, the 
Roman Catholic church had a campaign urging those who 
had left to return to their home church—to be reconciled 
again with the faith community. 

Perhaps we should have a similar campaign to invite 
those whom we have wounded to come home again. 
Perhaps it needs to begin with a confession and an 
apology. I am not so naive as to think everything will then 
be perfect. Perfection waits for heaven and the renewal 
of all things, as Jesus says, but at least for the spiritually 
discerning we would be one more step along the way. @ 


Rev. Calvin Brown is the executive director of the Renewal 
Fellowship within the PCC. 
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The Sermon on the Mount tells us who we are. 


BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


May 25: Matthew 6: 24-34 


e imagine Jesus, standing 
on a hilltop, broadcasting 
instructions to a throng of 


followers. Matthew says, “When Jesus 
saw the crowds, he went up the moun- 
tain; and after he sat down, his disci- 
ples came to him.” (5:1) Jesus preaches 
to a congregation of twelve. Let’s 
imagine Jesus didn’t leave the crowds 
behind. Picture an audience who 
listen in over the shoulders of Peter 
and his friends. This is Matthew’s way 
of leaping over the first people who 
heard Jesus, to the church he wrote 
his Gospel for. That includes you and 
me. Don’t forget that original audi- 
ence, Jesus’ inner circle. These words 
are instructions for people who have 
already thrown their whole life in 
with Jesus. The Sermon on the Mount 
isn’t a collection of wise watchwords 
for anyone and everyone, bolstered 
by parallels in the teaching of other 
faiths. It’s a hard-core call to insiders, 
the people who know who Jesus is. 

For Matthew, Jesus teaching on 
the mountain is a new Moses. Some 
scholars see Matthew’s Gospel falling 
into five “books,” just like the Old 
Testament Books of Moses. The disci- 
ples are the 12 men who will go on to 
form a renewed covenant people. The 
Sermon on the Mount is like a new set 
of commandments for the household 
Jesus gathers around himself. 

Today’s Gospel isn’t a call to cast off 
all care. We who overhear these words 
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often think that. In a world 
of rising oil prices, shrinking 
pension funds, climate change 
... who can live up to Jesus’ 
high ideal? 

Jesus’ words call us to stop 
worrying about the wrong 
things. To care about the 
right things. To focus, first, 
on the one thing that never 
changes. “Look!” says Jesus. 
Focus! Single vision, zeroed-in on 
what God wants us to see. The birds 
on the branches. The long grass, 
moving with the wind. Look and see 
God’s care. How God has taken care to 
make the simplest things beautiful. 

Remember who we are! Created 
in God’s image. God’s covenant part- 
ners. Friends of Jesus. Won’t God take 
care of us? Stop acting like people who 
don’t yet know what we now know of 
God, through Jesus. 

Now, “strive first for the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness ...” (33) 
There’s the call to care about the right 
things. Even to worry a little. Worry 
that leads to action, because the fear 
that feeds the wrong kind of worry is 
gone. If we really believe God cares 
and provides, want and change can’t 
scare us. We may still worry we won’t 
be able to respond to God’s call, or live 
up to God’s righteousness. The only 
way to find out is to try! 

The last part of verse 33 can lead 
to all manner of distortions, including 
the Prosperity Gospel. We might think 
Jesus means, “Put God and righteous- 


ness first, and we'll get everything we 
want.” Or at least everything we need. 
In that formulation “righteousness” is 
well defined as a very strict personal 
morality that’s beyond the reach of 
most people. And a brand of politics 
that serves the already-fortunate few. 
I wish Jesus had said, “all these things 
will fall into place!” Not, “all these 
things will be given to you as well.” 
Jesus is talking about God’s order. 
A lot of “these things” won't belong 
there. Some things we won’t even 
care for when we find the right focus, 
and try to put first things first. Bring 
in verse 34, and remember the prayer 
that comes just a little earlier in the 
Sermon on the Mount. Don’t forget 
Jesus’ first disciples never imagined 
the wealth and over-abundance we 
take for granted. “All these things” 
meant enough to meet the true needs 
of each day. One day at a time. 
Sometimes we give up striving for the 
kingdom. We think we have to bring it 
to the world all at once. But the reign of 
God comes closer one day at a time. 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe lives in Halifax. 
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Children Matter 


More and more congregations have no Sunday school. By PETER BUSH 


y interest was piqued by the 

Education for Discipleship 

report to General Assembly. 
The report noted that nearly 20 per 
cent of congregations in the Presbyte- 
rian Church had no Sunday school in 
2005. In 2006, 164 out of 932 congre- 
gations (reporting statistics) were in 
that situation. This suggests that Pres- 
byterians are not reaching the next 
generation of Canadians. 

Some people, however, have argued 
what the data actually show is that the 
widely used model of Sunday school 
is finished as an effective tool for 
reaching children with the good news. 
“Effective contemporary churches are 
still reaching children, initiating them 
into the faith, just not through Sunday 
school,” is the reasoning. 

The question became: How to test 
the argument that children and young 
people are still being initiated into the 
church through Presbyterian congre- 
gations? | decided to look at baptisms. 


Baptism is, among other things, an 
initiation into the church. Whether 
it is parents bringing children to be 
baptized, or people publicly professing 
their faith as adults and being baptized, 
in the waters of baptism people are 
welcomed into the church. Therefore, 
it is worth asking how many people 
are being baptized in Presbyterian 
congregations in Canada. 

From the late 1980s to 1993, an 
average of 5,500 people were baptized 
each year in Canadian Presbyterian 
churches. Since that time there has 
been a steady decline in the number of 
baptisms. In 2006, 2,461 people were 
baptized; less than half the number 15 
years earlier. 

In 2006, 36 per cent of the Presbyte- 
rian congregations in the country (331 
of 932 congregations reporting) did no 
baptisms at all; an almost SO per cent 
increase from the 229 congregations 
who in 1992 did not celebrate any 
baptisms (23 per cent of 984 congre- 


gations reporting). In short, Canadian 
Presbyterians are initiating ever fewer 
people into the faith either as infants, 
young people or adults. 

Over the last 15 years, the number 
of congregations in the Presbyterian 
Church has declined, as has the denom- 
ination’s membership, the number 
of children in Sunday school and the 
number of households under pastoral 
care. Yet none of those declines has 
been as precipitous as the collapse in 
the number of baptisms celebrated. 

A possible explanation would be: 
“Canada has a declining birth rate, 
therefore it is to be expected that there 
would be fewer baptisms in 2006 than 
in 1992.” Thanks to Statistics Canada 
we can evaluate this explanation. The 
average number of births in Canada per 
year in the first half of the 1990s was 
316,000. That figure dipped to an average 
of 282,000 births a year in the second 
half of the 1990s. There has, however, 
been a significant rebound in the > 
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birth rate over the first five years of the 
new millennium. Between July 1, 200S, 
to June 30, 2006, 343,517 babies were 
born in Canada—the highest number 
in 15 years. The declining number of 
baptisms cannot be explained by the 
falling birth rate, for the birth rate 
has been on the upswing for the last 
five years. It would be so simple if the 
decline in baptisms could be explained 
by something external to the Presbyte- 
tian Church. But the evidence does not 
allow for such simple answers. 

Having asked how many congrega- 
tions had no Sunday schools, and how 
many congregations initiated no one 
into the church through baptism, it 
seemed reasonable to ask how many 
congregations lacked both Sunday 
school and baptisms in 2006. The 
answer is 99 of the 932 congregations 
reporting (10.6 per cent). Put another 
way: 60 per cent of congregations that 
had no Sunday school in 2006 also 
performed no baptisms. If a church 
does not have a Sunday school, it is 
likely it will not get the chance to cele- 
brate baptisms. 

In 1992, there were 76 Presbyte- 
rian congregations that celebrated no 
baptisms and had no Sunday school. 
Tracking those 76 congregations, I 
discovered that 28 were closed by 
2006. The sobering fact is that 36.8 per 
cent of congregations with no Sunday 
school and celebrating no baptisms 
were closed within 15 years. The 
evidence is compelling: congregations 
that did not reach children and their 
families with the good news of Jesus 


had difficulty maintaining ministry 
of any kind. Put positively: having a 
ministry to children is one of the most 
effective ways of maintaining the life 
of a community of faith. 
Congregations that expect chil- 
dren to be part of their faith commu- 
nity find that children attend Sunday 


lives of children are at risk of closing. 
Congregational leaders and members 
need to trust God to send children to 
their congregation and then do every- 
thing they can to welcome and nurture 
those children and their families. 
There is a glimmer of hope in the 
tale of woe. Among the 76 congrega- 


The evidence is compelling: congregations that did not reach 
children and their families with the good news of Jesus had 
difficulty maintaining ministry of any kind 


school and church; congregations 
that do not expect children to attend 
church find their expectations fulfilled: 
no children come. 

Let me illustrate this: A small 
rural congregation has four children 
connected to it. Some Sundays the 
children are there, other Sundays they 
are not. Yet each week a woman in 
the congregation faithfully prepares 
to teach Sunday school not knowing 
whether this week there will be chil- 
dren or not. She lives in expectation 
there will be kids, and whenever they 
come they receive a welcome. 

At another congregation, a new 
young family came to church one 
Sunday. The mother was shown the 
nursery space and was invited to stay 
there and provide childcare for her 
youngest child while the worship 
service took place. No one in the 
congregation was prepared to respond 
to these children and their family. 
Needless to say, that family did not go 
to that church again. 

Congregations that do not touch the 
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tions that had no Sunday school and 
celebrated no baptisms in 1992 were: 
Woodbridge, north of Toronto, and 
Guthrie, near Barrie, Ont. Both these 
congregations are thriving today, albeit 
with different names. Woodbridge is 
now Cornerstone Community Church 
and Guthrie was one of the three 
congregations that joined together to 
form Trinity Community Church, Oro. 
The fact that these two congre- 
gations had no children in Sunday 
school and celebrated no baptisms, 
and yet have been able to find new life, 
holds out the hope that turnaround is 
possible. The members of these congre- 
gations will bear witness that turn- 
around requires congregations doing 
new things, thinking in new ways, and 
moving outside of the safe confines of 
known patterns of congregational life. 
While it is not necessary for congre- 
gations to imitate Trinity or Corner- 
stone to reach the next generation with 
the good news, reaching the next gener- 
ation will require significant changes in 
the life of the congregation and in the 
thinking of church members. Congrega- 
tions and their members may be afraid 
to change or unwilling to change. Yet 
the data indicate that congregations 
which do not reach the next generation 
with the good news are making a choice 
which will likely end with their congre- 
gation’s closure. The good news is that 
congregations ready to minister to chil- 
dren and families can find new life in 
their midst, and in their numbers! 


Rev. Peter Bush is a minister at West- 
wood, Winnipeg. This article is part of an 
ongoing series. 
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PHIL CALLAWAY 


Dying Young 


We need to centre our 
thoughts on things that 
are pure and lovely. 

BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


y mother is in a nursing 

home and the doctor just 

gave her six months to live. 
But when he found out she couldn’t 
pay her bill, he gave her another year. 
Last night after spending some time 
with her, the thought hit me: If I stay 
in peak physical condition, I will live 
long enough to be a drain on the med- 
ical system. And so I have uncovered 
three ways to ensure this does not 
happen. 

1. Change your diet and exercise 
habits. I exercised for the last time 
today. Retired my sneakers. My light 
weights. The resolve began when an 
acquaintance of mine dropped dead of 
a heart attack. When I thought of the 
last time I saw him alive, how he was 
waddling over to the Twinkies aisle in 
the supermarket, it hit me like a run- 
away grocery cart: die eating. 

And so tonight we will order out 
for pizza. And Chinese food. Besides, if 
God had wanted us to lift weights, He’d 
have made our arms heavier. And if I 
develop flabby thighs, it’s not a prob- 
lem. My stomach will cover them. 

2. Have more children. Children are 
messy and won’t let you sleep a wink. 
Having children is like installing a Na- 
scar track in your head. Besides, the 
average male child costs roughly $3.4 
million (in Lego alone) by the time he 
is eight, and you can double that if you 
have a darling little girl who steals your 
heart. Oh sure, they start out cuddly 
and they giggle, but don’t be fooled. 
They are here with one thing in mind: 
getting you off the planet. 

Grownups have always been suspi- 
cious of children. I realized this when I 
was very small. They covered my crib 


with lead-based paints. They encour- 
aged us to ride in the back of pickups or 
build our own go-carts and parachutes. 
We ate worms and mud pies. We played 
with BB guns and smashed rocks with a 
hammer and no goggles. 

I was just a wee little kid when they 
encouraged me to play ice hockey. They 
strapped blades on my feet, handed 
me a sharp stick and something called 
a puck. They pushed me out on the 
ice, then stood behind plywood sheets 
and wire mesh to see what happened. 
When we started having too much 
fun, they’d yell, “Kill him! Kill him!” I 
knew what they wanted. They wanted 
me dead. They knew I was a threat to a 
long and peaceful life. 

3. Travel to exotic places. I recom- 
mend a honeymoon in Iraq or cycling 
from Beirut to Jerusalem. Pack light. 

Okay, I’ve been joking and hoping 
all the while that you wouldn't write me 
a letter before you read the conclusion. 

Here it is: I want to die young ... as 
old as I can. 


I think we stay young by keeping 
our sense of humour intact. By not 
wasting time listening to gossip. By eat- 
ing ice cream nine times a week. By in- 
viting friends over to dinner even if the 
carpet is stained and the sofa faded. 

I think we stay young by centering 
our thoughts on things that are pure, 
lovely, and of good report. By putting 
our arms out car windows more often. 
By burning expensive candles before 
they melt in storage. By getting so excit- 
ed about the love of Jesus that our teeth 
can barely keep up with our mouth. 

So tomorrow morning | think I'll 
pull out those sneakers and the light 
weights and the alfalfa sprouts. 

You'll be happy to know that we’ve 
decided against having more children 
anytime soon. At least until we find 
a nursing home with a kindergarten 
attached. @ 


Phil Callaway is an award-winning au- 
thor and international speaker. Visit him 
online at www.laughagain.org 
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Phil Callaway is thankful for God's love. BY EMILY WIERENGA 


resbyterian Record readers are 

familiat with Phil Callaway 

and now so are American 
soldiers. The U.S. Army has purchased 
30,000 copies of Callaway’s Be Kind, 
Be Friendly, Be Thankful, a children’s 
book about two best friends who are 
forced to say goodbye and the lessons 
they subsequently learn. 

“IT was expecting this about as 
much as I expected my high school 
sweetheart to marry me,” says Call- 
away. Nevertheless, as readers of this 
publication know, she did. 

“Military families are taxed to 
the max when it comes to saying 
goodbye, so a book like this is geared 
to help them through that.” 

While he cannot write “Jesus 
loves you! If you need to know more, 
call my home number” in large letters 
across the pages as he wishes to, Call- 
away still hopes to breathe faith into 
his young readers. 

“IT wrote about three things chil- 
dren need to do when tough times 
come, and the final one is to be 
thankful. A prerequisite to being 
thankful is to have someone to thank, 
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and | pray the kids will find Him.” 

Despite speaking 100 times each 
year, Callaway is a devoted family 
man, who says he’s happiest when 
he’s home in Three Hills, Alta., with 
his wife, Ramona, and their three 
children. 


‘| do what | do because | see 
the joy it brings to others and 
because | believe it is the cail 
of God on my life’ 


It saddens him to see the state 
of families today. “I don’t think 
we've ever had more children saying 
goodbye than we do nowadays. I 
wanted to write something that would 
teach children how to turn even this 
into joy.” 

The latter forms the basis for 
everything Callaway does. “I do what 
I do because I see the joy it brings to 
others and because I believe it is the 
call of God on my life,” he says. “Yes, 
I get tired, and much of my writing 
has been about things I’m trying 
to practice: like slowing down, and 
learning to trust when your wife 


has epilepsy or your parents have 
Alzheimer’s.” 

Life has no doubt spun out its 
hard balls for Callaway (not refer- 
ring to his days in minor league). In 
such moments, Callaway leans on 
faith and his “warped mind,” both 
of which were nurtured in him as 
a child. 

“I accepted Jesus Christ when I 
was knee-high to a Doberman,” says 
Callaway. “I think my brother told 
me I was going to hell, so I told my 
mom and she fixed both of us.” 

Not only did she fix it for him 
then; it’s his mother’s faith, Call- 
away says, that has kept him on the 
straight and narrow. “No atheist has 
ever been able to explain my moth- 
er’s life, so I’ll stick by my mother’s 
God,” he says. 

“God has given me strength when 
I’m weak, joy when I should feel only 
sorrow, and an abiding peace that 
hasn’t gone away. I can’t tell you 
this without laughing, because I’m 
so thankful that a holy God loves the 
likes of me. It’s the greatest punch 
line in all of history.” @ 
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am not one prone to enjoy what I 
consider the trashy touristy things 
in life, so it was with a real sense 
of reluctance that I agreed to visit 
there at all. However, She Who Must 
be Obeyed (both of them) insisted that 
we take the time during our Ontario 
deputation tour to visit Niagara Falls. 
We found a parking lot three or 
four blocks uptown from the walkway 
that goes along the river towards the 
falls. This necessitated a stroll through 
downtown Niagara, the real trashy 
touristy part. I was filled with cynical 
and critical comments like, “See, I told 
ya so!” as we walked past wax museums, 
theatres, casinos, restaurants and 
horror houses, all dedicated to lifting 
the dollars out of tourists’ pockets. 
Bud, our Lab, wasn’t impressed either. 
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Close 
Personal 


He growled at one grotesque figure 
at the door of a house of horror and 
then cocked his leg on it. “Good dog!” 
I said, feeling he had spoken well for 
both of us. 

Finally, we got down to the 
walkway that winds along the Niagara 
River towards the Canadian Horseshoe 
Falls. At first I could see them in the 
distance. “They are bordering upon 
pretty,” I conceded, as we got closer. 
The girls insisted that we push on. Bud 
and I relented. 

Soon we were about 400 metres 
from the Horseshoe Falls. Yes, they 
were pretty, but no more, really. I was 
ready to get on with our journey to 
St. Catharines, and said so. The girls 
insisted upon walking closer. Reluc- 
tantly I followed. “What a waste of 


With God kept at a 
distance, all the stuff 
of a prideful, egocentric 


life is safe. 
BY DAVID WEBBER 


time,” I whined. “We’ve seen the falls, 
let’s get on with the business of the 
day.” 

By the time we were within 100 
metres, I was still pretty much thinking 
in terms of the words of that great 
Canadian bard, Shania Twain: “This 
don’t impress me much.” Linda and 
Chelsea insisted that we walk right up 
to the head of the Horseshoe Falls, the 
edge, the crest. Bud and me, well we 
didn’t have much choice, both being 
on leashes of one kind or another. And 
so we walked up the sidewalk to the 
very crest of the Horseshoe Falls, to the 
railing right at the leading edge. Here, 
the mighty Niagara River was slipping 
off into oblivion right under our toes. 

At this point, as to Niagara Falls, 
I had what I could best describe as a 
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conversion experience. My whole 
“perspective changed. Standing at the 
very edge of the Horseshoe Falls with 
the enormous volume of water of the 
_massive Niagara River (6 million cubic 
| feet per minute actually) cascading 18 
storeys over the crest right below my 
toes overwhelmed me. Standing at 
_ the very edge and looking out around 
the crestline of their incredible full 
! horseshoe shape, the sheer length and 
breadth and size of the falls left me 
awestruck. (The crestline of the Cana- 
dian falls is approximately 670 metres, 
or 2,200 feet, long.) Standing at the 
very edge and hearing the tumultuous 
roar of the water as it races over the 
falls at about 112 kilometres per hour, 
experiencing the earth rumble beneath 
my feet as the force carved out a plunge 
pool that is as deep as the falls are high 
(S6 metres), feeling the spray pouring 
off my cowboy hat, nose and face; well, 
there is no way to put it but to say that 
it overpowered me. 

You can only get this perspec- 
tive of the Niagara Falls up close and 
personal. Up close and personal with 
Canadian Horseshoe Falls at Niagara, 
all the trashy tourism in the streets 
of the human city a few blocks away 
was erased for me. All of the distrac- 
tions of the horses and carriages and 
sightseeing buses and tour boats and 
helicopter flights buzzing over and 
around the falls; all this stuff going 
on around me seemed to vanish. All 
of the mere prettiness of the falls 
that I saw as I walked up to them and 
viewed them from a distance evapo- 
rated. And I was left to contend with 
the sheer raw power and glory and 
majesty and terrible beauty of the 
falls, in what I can only describe as 
a personal encounter. As to the falls, 
I was converted, at some level even 
changed. I left my complacency and 
my cynicism and my critical spirit 
there at the leading edge of the falls. 

Bud and me, we stood there for 
what must have been a half hour or so, 
almost unable to pull ourselves away, 
both of us getting soaked through and 
through with the power and majesty 
and the icy blast of spray, while the 


girls went into the gift shop across the 
lot and purchased souvenirs. Person- 
ally, I had no need of any; none would 
suffice as a token for what I had expe- 
rienced. 

Later as I silently drove us out of the 
city of Niagara heading for St. Catha- 
rines, I could not help but allegorically 
compare my experience of Niagara Falls 
with my experience of God. Kept at a 
distance, God seems attractive, even 
pretty, but I am easily distracted from 
Him by the trashy parts of my life. 
Kept at a distance, God seems almost 
overpowered by all the stuff on the 
streets of my life. Kept at a distance, 
my complacency, cynicism and critical 
spirit, all the stuff of a prideful, egocen- 
tric life, is safe from God. Kept at a 
distance, I know I won’t be changed 
much by Him. I think that’s why God 
refuses to be kept at a distance. God 
becomes flesh and dwells with me and 
yells into my face in the language of 
two Testaments: “Draw near to God, 
and He will draw near to you.” (jm. 
4:8, see also Zech.1:3 and Mal. 3:7) And 
in the language of two Testaments, the 
promise is that drawing near to God, 
in all His power and majesty and glory, 
will convert and cleanse and change 
me. And God knows, I need to be 
converted, cleansed and changed, not 
just once in my life, but daily. 

And as I drove away from Niagara 
Falls I became convinced, in a way that 
I have never been convinced before, of 
how much I[ need to make a daily walk 
to stand right before God, right at the 
edge of His throne. For me, the way 
of doing this is so simple and biblical. 
It has to do with being still and being 
silent and being alone before God. It 
has to do with taking a moment, about 
a half hour a day, and obeying God’s 
command to “Be still, and know that 
I am God! I am exalted among the 
nations, I am exalted in the earth.” 
Indeed, as the Psalmist concludes, 
“The Lord of hosts is with us ...” (Ps. 
46:10-11b) @ 


Rev. David Webber is a contributing editor 
to the Record. He is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry. 


@ 
ECCLESIASTICAL 


IMNGURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE tN 


The Insurer of Choice 
for Places of Worship 


¢ Founded in England by church- 
men in 1887, Ecclesiastical has 
more than 100 years of experience 
protecting places of worship and 
faith communities. The Canadian 
Branch opened in 1972. 


¢ Ecclesiastical Insurance is an 
independent company owned by 
a charitable trust. 


¢ Profits are returned to our owner 
for redistrioution to charitable 
causes, 


* Our products & services are 
specialized in response to the 
needs of our faith customers. 


¢ We are committed to building 
long-term relationships with our 
customers. 


As a specialist insurer of 
places of worship, we seek to 
advise & protect those who 
enrich the lives of others. 


For more information, please 
contact your nearest regional 
branch or visit Our website 


Atlantic Regional Branch 
902 492 4548 


Central Regional Branch 
416 484 4585 


National Programs Branch 
416 484 4555 


Western Regional Branch 
403 538 0175 


Pacific Regional Branch 
604 605 1111 


www.ecciesiastical.ca 
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Draw lines between the dots, 
Umno joining number 1 (Be) with 
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38 poo # ¢ and continuing in order until 
37 the final number (3). 


BIBLE BOATS 
Noah 
(Genesis: 
chapters 7 and 8) 
Jonah 
(Jonah: 
chapters 1 and 2) 
boat as pulpit 
(Mark 4: 1-9) 
boat as sanctuary 
(Mark 3; 9-10 and 
Matthew 14: 13-14) 


a boat in a storm 
(Matthew 8; 23-27) 


fishermen 


become disciples 
(Luke 5; 1-11) 


disciples in a boat 
(Matthew 14; 22-33 
and John 6; 16-21) 
after the 


resurrection 
(John 21; 3-14) 
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Synod of the Atlantic Provinces 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, 
PO Box 142, River John, NS BOK 1NO; 
902-351-2219 (s) or 902-351-2473 (h); 
jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 

Sunny Corner Pastoral Charge, N.B., St. Stephen’s, 
Sunny Corner, St. Paul’s, Warwick; Rev. 
Kimberly Barlow, 21 English Settlement 
Rd., Stanley, NB _E6B 2C7; 506-367-2415; 
kbarlow@nbnet.nb.ca. 


Synod of Quebec and Eastern Ontario 

Beaconsfield, Que., Briarwood Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. John Vissers, 
Presbyterian College, 3495 University, Montreal, 
QC H3A 2A8; 514-288-5256 extension 201; 
jvissers@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Gloucester (Ottawa), Ont., Gloucester Presby- 
terian Church; Half-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian Auret, PO Box 609, 
Manotick, ON K4M 1A6; 613-692-4228; 
adrian.auret@sympatico.ca. 

Pincourt, Que., lle Perrot; Mark Farrell, Convener, 
Search Committee, 242 Fifth Ave., Pincourt, QC 
J7V 5L3; 514-453-4796; markim@ca.inter.net. 


Synod of Central, Northeastern 

Ontario and Bermuda 

Barrie, Ont., Westminster Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Keith Boyer, 
294 St.Vincent St., Barrie, ON L4M 4A1; 
705-735-9211; keb-cvb@sympatico.ca. 

Cambridge, Ont.; St. Andrew’s Galt Presbyterian 
Church; Minister of Word and Sacrament, 
Full-time; Interim Moderator Rev. Bill Bynum, 
c/o St. Andrew's Galt Presbyterian Church, 
130 Victoria Ave., Cambridge,ON N1S 1Y2; 
knoxpreston@golden.net. 

Englehart, St. Paul's; Tomstown, Ont., Tomstown; 
St. Paul's and Tomstown Pastoral Charge, 
approximately 10 km from Tomstown; 
Full-time minister; Search Committee Chair 
Mr. Randy Ford, PO Box 737, Englehart, 

ON POJ 1HO;treeline@ntl.sympatico.ca. 

Markham, Ont., St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Don Muir, 50 Wynford 
Dr.,Toronto,ON M3C 1J7;416-441-1111 or 
1-800-619-7301 ext.223; dmuir@presbyterian. 
ca; www.standrews-markham.ca/search.htm. 

Mississauga, Ont., Dixie Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Reid Chudley, 

PO Box 16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 1ZO; 
519-855-6216; r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 
New Liskeard, Ont., St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 


Church; Opening for a Full-time Minister, 
Single-point charge; Search Committee, 
PO Box 908, New Liskeard, ON POJ 1P0; 
705-647-8401; standrewsnl@parolink.net. 

Nobleton, Ont., St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Chris Carter, 
13190 Keele St., King City, ON L7B 132; 
905-833-2325; cmcacarter@rogers.com. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Giles and South 
Monaghan and Centreville Presbyterian 
Church; Full-time minister for two-point 
charge; Interim Moderator Rev. Paul 
D. Johnston, 22 Hillview Dr., Bobcaygeon, 
ON KOM 1A0; 705-738-6424; 
knoxpres.paul@bellnet.ca. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Stephen’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, 

c/o Knox College, 59 St. George St., Toronto, 
ON M68 2E6;s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 
Richmond Hill, Ont., Richmond Hill Presbyte- 

rian Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Daniel 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies @presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
Notices are $40 for one-time; $25 for four 
insertions or more. Deadline to have your notice 
added is six weeks prior to month; so, for July 2008 
the deadline will be May 15th, 2008. 


rian Church; half- time minister; Interim 
Moderators Robert and Priscilla Anderson, 
174 Springdale Blvd., Toronto, ON M4C 1Z7; 
416-469-5986; kimchiman21@hotmail.com. 
Scarborough, Ont., Westminster Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Ann Blane, 
1300 Danforth Rd., Scarborough, ON 
M1J 1E8; 416-267-7897. 


Synod of Southwestern Ontario 

Binbrook, Knox and Carluke, St. Paul's; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Garfield G. Havemann, 
c/o Chedoke Presbyterian Church, 865 Mo- 


Scott, 39 Saint Ave., Bradford, ON L3Z 3E6; 
905-775-7274; ddscott@rogers.com. 
Scarborough, Ont., Clairlea Park Presbyte- 


hawk Rd.W., Hamilton, ON L9C 7B9; 
ghavemann@chedokechurch.ca. 
Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 


graduate, 
online, 


distance learning 


University of St Andrews, Scotland 


The School of Divinity 


"The Bible and the Contemporary World’ 


www.st-andrews.ac.uk/divinity/mlitt_distance html 


3 Delivery Choices 
Earth & Budget Friendly! 


a ¢ 


SeasonsPrint SeasonsDisk SeasonsOnline 


Wvww.spiritseasons.com. 
of congregations. & now WWW.seasonsonline.ca 


The most 
comprehensive 
Christian Education 
and Worship 
Resource. choice 

— with material for 
ALL AGES and sizes 
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VACANCIES 


Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 11 
White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@bfree.on.ca. 

Caledonia, Caledonia Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeff Chalmers, 
117 Argyle St.N., Caledonia, ON N3W 1B8; 
905-765-4524; jeff.chalmers@ontario.ca. 

Chatsworth, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church; 
Dornoch, Latona Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Michelle Butter- 
field-Kocis, c/o Westminister Presbyterian 
Church, PO Box 359, Paisley, ON NOG 2NO; 
519-353-6020; Westminster.stpaul@bmts.com. 

Hamilton, MacNab St.; Rev. George Robertson, 
80 Mill St. N., PO Box 221,Waterdown,ON LOR 
2HO; 905-689-81 15; rev.george@bellnet.ca. 

London, St. Lawrence; Half-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Lynn Nichol, 783 Victoria 
St.,_London,ON NS5Y 4C9; 519-434-2476; 
briarhill33@yahoo.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox Presbyterian Church; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Catherine Calkin, 3403 
Perth Rd. 130,R.R.2 St.Pauls, ON NOK 1V0; 
519-393-6395; calkin@quadro.net. 

Molesworth, St. Andrew’s; Part-time position; 
John Zondag, 220 Livingstone Ave. N., 
Listowel, ON N4W 1P9; 519-291-4690; 
jzondag@wightman.ca. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, St. Andrew's Presbyte- 
rian Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Martin 
Wehrmann, c/o 515 Scott St., St. Catharines, ON 
L2M 3X3; 905-646-0616; maw49@hotmail.com; 
www.standrewsniagara.com/26122.html. 

Port Dover, Knox and Hagersville, St. Andrew's 


(two-point charge); Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Morden, Knox Presbyterian Church, 
2058 Main St.N., Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0; 
519-587-2565; knoxchal@bellnet.ca. 

Sarnia, Paterson Memorial; Vacancy begins 
April 1,2008; Rev. Ena Van Zoren, PO Box 
421,Wyoming, ON NON 1T0;519-845-1931; 
enavanz@gmail.com. 

Simcoe, St. Paul's; Rev. Dr. Stan Cox, Interim Mo- 
derator c/o St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, 85 
Lot St., Simcoe, ON N3Y 184;519-426-1845; 
sppc@kwic.com; www.stpaulssimcoe.com. 

Thornbury, St. Paul’s; Rev. Alice Wilson, 

PO Box 20004, Hanover,ON NA4N 371; 
standrews@wightman.ca. 

Wallaceburg, Knox Presbyterian; Interim Mode- 
rator Rev. Mike Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 60 Fifth St., Chatham, ON N7M 4V7; 
519-352-2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 

Woodstock, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. 
Lonnie Atkinson, c/o St. Paul's Presbyterian 
Church, 56 Thames St.S., Ingersoll, ON N5C 
289; 519-485-3390; stpauls@execulink.com. 


Synod of Manitoba and 

Northwestern Ontario 

Regional Staff Personnel, Convenor; Search 
Committee Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K 0L1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 

Brandon, Man., First Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Paul Sakasov, 
338 11th St.E., Brandon, MB R7A 5W7; 
204-727-2385; paul@pcbrandon.com. 


There are very few ministers in the PCC who will be able to meet 
this unique opportunity for ministry at Kerrisdale Church in 


beautiful Vancouver. 


BUT YOU MIGHT BE ONE OF THEM 


You will need the gifts to minister to an aging community of God’s 
people, the energy to minister to a young, contemporary community 


of God's people and the ability to build upon a growing partnership 


with a vibrant community of God’s people from Taiwan 


_. ARE YOU THE ONE WHO MIGHT: 
__ BEUP TO THIS CHALLENGE? 


If interested, please contact the Rey. Glen Davis at 


gdavis@vst.edu or 604-827-0085 
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Carberry, Man., Knox-Zion Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jean Bryden, 808 
9th St. NW, Portage la Prairie, MB R1N 3L3; 
204-857-4815; jbryden@mts.net. 

Selkirk, Man., Knox Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. James Ko, 309 
Strathnaver Ave., Selkirk, MB R1A 0OH5; 
204-785-9834;pastorjames68@hotmail.com. 


Synod of Saskatchewan 

Saskatoon, Circle West; Parkview; Rev. Amanda 
Currie, 436 Spadina Cres. E, Saskatoon, SK S7K 
3G6; 306-242-0525; standrews@sasktel.net. 

Saskatoon, St. Andrew's; seeking Minister to 
be part of a team ministry; Rev. Sandy Scott, 
Interim Moderator, 60 12th St. East, Prince Al- 
bert, SK S6V 1B2; 306-764-4771; sandy.scott@ 
sasktel.net; www.standrews-saskatoon.net. 

Weyburn, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Tae- 
Wook (Jonathan) Kwon; PO Box 7, Grenfell, SK 
SOG 2B0; 306-697-2612; joyktw@hotmail.com. 


Synod of Alberta and the Northwest 
Calgary, Alta., Trinity Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. David Vincent, 
56 Scenic Rd. NW, Calgary, AB T3L 1B9; 
403-547-7700; dave.barbvincent@shaw.ca. 
Chauvin, Alta., Westminster and Wainwright, 
Alta., St. Andrew's Pastoral Charge; Rev. 
Stephen Haughland, PO Box 663, Killam, AB 
TOB 2L0; 780-385-2147; tepkje@telus.net. 
Edmonton, Alta., Callingwood Road Presbyte- 
rian Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Bob 
Calder, 6607 31st Ave., Edmonton, AB T6K 
4B3; 780-462-2446; crpc2007@gmail.com. 


Synod of British Columbia 

North Vancouver, St. Andrew’s and St. Stephen's 
Presbyterian Church; Rev. Dr. Brian J. Fraser, 
Interim Moderator, 1402-1327 East Keith 
Rd., North Vancouver, BC V7J 3T5; 
fraser@growingchurches.org. 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Vancouver, Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church; 
Co-Interim Moderators Revs. Joyce and Glen 
Davis, 6040 lona Dr., Vancouver, BC V6T 2E8; 
604-822-9807; gdavis@vst.edu. 


Obituaries 


SIM, Enid, long-time member of Rock- 
wood Presbyterian Church, passed away 
Nov. 14, 2007. Enid served for many 
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years at various positions in WMS and 
received her life membership to that 
group in 1978. Becoming an elder in 
1990, Enid served actively for 13 years. 
Enid’s quiet, caring service within our 
congregation for many years is recog- 
nized and appreciated. 


SKELLY, William, passed away on Nov. 
4, 2007, in Mississauga, Ont., at the age 
of 87. Bill was born in Dromore, County 
Down, Northern Ireland, “so he could 
be close to his mother.” He was a bright 
student and scholarships enabled him 
to study at Trinity College Dublin, the 
Universities of Edinburgh and Belfast. 
He was ordained in April 1943. 

He met his wife, Mary Anderson, in 
his first appointment in the rural parish 
of Anaclone where she was the organist. 
He was then called to Ballyarnett, near 
Londonderry, where they were blessed 
with two children, Bob and Francis. 
After seven years he received a call 
to Drayton, Moorefield and Rothsay, 
Ont., (1952-54) where they had two 
more children, Joy and Brenda. Then 
he moved on to St. Andrew’s, Thorold, 
Ont., (1954-61) Alexandra in Brantford, 
Ont., (1962-69) Scottlea and St. David’s 
(1969-70), Tillsonburg and Windham 
Centre (1970-76) and Knox Dunnville, 
Ont. (1976-85). He retired in March 
1985 and lived in St. Catharines, Ont., 
until moving to the Sunrise Retirement 
Residence in Mississauga for the final 18 
months of his life. 

He was predeceased by his loving 
wife Mary in March 2006. He had a 
strong, unfaltering faith and was a 
generous, kind and gentle man with a 
good sense of humour. He had a selfless 
manner and never refused someone in 
need, yet was humble in charity. He 
will be greatly missed. Well done, good 
and faithful servant. We commend 
you into the arms of the Lord and to 
the joys of the eternal Kingdom. 


TYRRELL, Jack, died Nov. 4, 2007, in his 
81st year. He was an elder at St. Andrew’s, 
Scarborough, Ont., for 42 years and is 
survived by his wife of 59 years, Mildred 
Tyrrell. He will be missed greatly as Jack 
served faithfully, energetically in so 
many areas of our church. @ 


OBITUARIES 


a Thinking about Ministry 
“and Leadership? 


If you are thinking about ministry and leadership as a 
possibility for your life and wondering about where to 
study, we invite you fo... 


Think: Montreal - one of Canada’s most vibrant cities - 
an urban postmodern setting with a rich blend of languages, cultures, 
creeds, and aspirations. 


Think: Integrated Program ™ rigorous academic 
theology combined with deep spiritual formation, relevant practical 
training, and exposure to the global church. 


Think: Top-Notch Faculty ™ combining the resources 
of the McGill Faculty of Religious Studies, The Montreal School of Theology, 
and the Presbyterian College Faculty under the leadership of the Rev. 

Dr. John Vissers. 


Think: In Ministry Year — an in-depth intensive 
integrated field education experience to learn the reality of ministry. 


Think: Mission -: college committed to “Shaping 
Transformational Church Leaders” in the Reformed tradition. 


Think: Christian Community ™ offering small classes, 
intimate and friendly surroundings and support systems that include 
affordable fees and generous bursary assistance. 


Think: 
The Presbyterian College, Montreal 


ENS NAN Ne 


Act: Check us out at www.presbyteriancollege.ca 


then contact us: 
The Presbyterian College 
3495 University St., Montreal, 
QC H3A 2A8 ™. 
tel: 514-288-5256 
info@presbyteriancollege.ca 
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FROM THE 
MODERATOR 


Contagious Christians 


Fellowship makes community out of committees. BY REV. DR. J. H. HANS KOUWENBERG 


e number one passage in the 

Bible that has been a substratum 

for my vision of ministry has 
been Acts 2:42-47. Here is how Eugene 
Peterson renders it in The Message): 
They committed themselves to the 
teaching of the apostles, the life 
together, the common meal, and _ the 
prayers. Everyone was in awe—all 
these wonders and signs done through 
the apostles! And the believers lived in 

a wonderful harmony, holding every- 

thing in common. They sold whatever 

they owned and pooled their resources 
so that each person’s need was met. 

They followed a daily discipline 
of worship in the Temple followed by 
meals at home, every meal a celebration, 
exuberant and joyful, as they praised 
God. People in general liked what they 
saw. Every day their number grew as 
God added to those who were saved. 

There is something about the life 
of the early church—its commitment 
to God in Christ, to Christian truth 
and to each other that takes one’s 
breath away. 

Leonard Sweet calls the Acts 2:42-47 
church “an MRI church.” A Magnetic 
Resonating Image machine sees inside 
the human body in a deeper and 
more detailed way than an X-ray or 
even a CAT-scan machine can do. In 
the same way this passage lets us see 
most deeply into the nature and the 
power of the Christian church. This 
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church is missional—what happens in 
this church has a natural outreaching, 
missional quality about it. It does not 
exist for itself. It exists for the commu- 
nity and for the world in which it finds 
itself. This church is relational—people 
really care for one another. They show 
this care in all sorts of practical ways. 
And this church is incarnational—it 
embodies the life of our Lord. I guess 
that’s why people wanted to belong to 
this church. 

One way I’ve discovered something 
of the warmth and love and contagious 
Christian power of the early church is 
in small groups. Wherever I’ve minis- 
tered I’ve tried to encourage the forma- 
tion of a number of small groups 
within the congregation: whether they 
be neighbourhood Bible study groups, 
women’s or men’s Bible studies, home 
fellowship groups, growth groups or 
care groups. It doesn’t matter what one 
calls them. But there is a decided focus, 
usually to study the Bible, although 
there can also be other purposes for 
such groups such as marriage enrich- 
ment, book club or community justice 
issues. Someone is passionate about 
starting such a group and begins to 
recruit people individually, person- 
ally. The group commits itself to meet 
weekly or biweekly and arrange other 
details of meeting and life together. A 
small group is best comprised of no 
more than a dozen people. 

I’ve found there must be four basic 
elements to any successful holistic 
small group: There will be some time 
for worship. Perhaps it will only be an 
opening prayer, or some prayer for each 
other at the end of the time of meeting. 
There will be some time for study— 
of the Bible, or of the other issue the 
group wishes to engage. There ought 


to be some ice-breaking questions that 
give people permission to share before 
you dig down deeper into the passage 
you are studying. And everybody ought 
to be able to participate. There will be 
some time for community-building. 
Hospitality and getting to know and 
care for one another is an essential 
element of the group. The beauty of 
a small group is that it is truly a place 
where everybody knows your name. 
As a result genuine pastoral care can 
take place within the group. And there 
will be some focus on evangelism or 
outreach. There must be a sense that 
this group is not just an ‘in’ group; it 
does not just exist for itself. Partici- 
pants, especially the leader, must wish 
to draw others in and so the group will 
be ready to reproduce when the oppor- 
tunity presents itself. 

All kinds of resources are available 
for this kind of group. Intervarsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship and Shaw Publishers, 
as well as a number of churches that 
specialize in small groups, like Willow 
Creek, publish the kind of material 
that can help you get started. Roberta 
Hestenes who taught me everything I 
know about small groups has an excel- 
lent resource Using the Bible in Groups. 

The bottom line is this: once you 
have enjoyed the down-to-earth input, 
laughter, tears, togetherness and the 
power of such a small group you will 
even want to begin making committees 
into communities! m 


Rev. Dr. J. H. (Hans) Kouwenberg 
Moderator of the 133rd General Assembly 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
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BENEDICTION 


Sybil Mosley, student at 
Presbyterian College, 
Montreal, and George 
Yen, elder at Vancouver 
Taiwanese, joinina 
traditional Scottish 
Gaelic melody. 


“We, representatives of diverse racial and ethnic groups and members of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada, met at Crieff Hills Retreat Centre from April 4-6, 2008, under the 
auspices of Justice Ministries. We met at a time when the demographic profile of 

Canada is rapidly changing and reflects our church in the same way it does the country. 
We ask prayerfully to have a legitimate, fully-resourced structure within the rubric 

of the Life and Mission Agency to address our concerns about racial and ethnic relations 
within our congregations, our sessions, our presbyteries and at the national level.” 


A statement drafted by Anu Bose, Sybil Mosley, Yaw Nyampong, Saw Winning and Michael Yen 
reflecting the intent of the participants at the end of the conference. 
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This is a time for truth-telling in love. Believe that God will guide us 
to find healing and wholeness together as God’s people. 
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May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will. Hebrews 13:20,21 
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THEOLOGY 


Increasingly more Christians want to go deeper in their faith. By DAVID HARRIS 


et’s be honest, this issue does not have a 
Li summer reading list! There are two 

things one say can about that. One is 
that if we don’t highlight some of these books 
for you, we’re pretty sure no one else will. The 
other is that there is increasing evidence that 
mainline Christians are looking to go deeper 
in their faith—and that ultimately means 
exploring theology. 

Because whether it’s ultimately spending 
more time with scripture or with contemporary spirituality, 
some exploration and grasp of theology is crucial because it 
gives one the means to assess various points of view and to 
understand better where a particular author is coming from. 

The trouble with theology these days is that it is perceived 
by clergy and laity alike to be either inscrutably inaccessible 
(masquerading as deep or academic) or vacuous, like some 
recent books highlighted in the media suggesting warm 
feelings to the left of Svend Robinson are as religious as 
anyone should be. 

Good theology is neither. At its heart, theology is the 
articulation about how we conceive of God. That happens 
every time we pray, for instance. How we view God, whether 
as a judge to be feared, as a disciplinary parent, as a friend 
who will hold us to account or as a nebulous good principle, 
will affect what it even means to us to pray. 

Theology is also involved each time we encounter the 
Bible. The “plain meaning” of scripture one occasionally 
hears references to is simply the one based on our unexam- 
ined prejudices. Scriptural studies are in part about trying 
to minimize the reader’s prejudices and assumptions while 
discovering what we can of the prejudices and assumptions 
of the writers and editors who are the human vehicles of 
God’s word. 

The challenge for most of us, I suspect, is to find ways to 
reflect on the mystery of the divine and see how that forces 
us to re-evaluate our prejudices and, as a result, change the 
Way we live. 

To that end, I’d like to propose three books for your 
summer reading list. They are from quite different perspec- 
tives, so you can choose to play to your strengths or weak- 
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nesses in your choices. 

Kathleen Norris is an extraordinary poet 
and writer. Several of her books have been New 
York Times bestsellers. Norris has led a varied 
life and her writing is from the perspective of a 
person firmly grounded in reality, with all the 
struggles and heartaches as well as the joys that 
life brings. She was not involved in the church 
for many years, but eventually joined the Pres- 
byterian church in Lemmon, South Dakota, 
where her grandmother had been a member for 60 years. I 
recommend Dakota: A Spiritual Geography. If you want a more 
directly theological book, though, you could try Amazing 
Grace. 

Anne Lamott found Jesus in St. Andrew’s Presbyterian, 
Marin City, Calif., which she later joined. Just a few years 
older than Norris, Lamott too has written several books about 
life and faith. “Witty,” “irreverent” and “highly provocative” 
are words that have been used to describe her gritty writing. 
While Norris’s style reflects her time spent in an abbey, Lamott 
is at the other end of the spectrum, wrestling with God like 
Jacob did. Traveling Mercies, a collection of autobiographical 
essays on faith would be a great summer read. 

Lastly, for those who feel left out of discussions about 
the church because they are not represented by the extremes 
the media gravitate to, Diana Butler Bass’s latest book is just 
the ticket. Butler Bass is a scholar who has written widely in 
the popular media on religion. Christianity for the Rest of Us: 
How the Neighborhood Church is Transforming the Faith arises 
from three years of research. As a bonus, if you live in the 
Toronto area, reading this book will prepare you for Bass’s 
appearance in the spring of 2009 at Rosedale Presbyterian 
and Knox College. 

And in 2009 John Vissers and Joseph McLelland, both of 
The Presbyterian College, Montreal, will bring a study series 
on theology to the Record. Plus, as of September, the history 
committee begins a series on John Calvin. @ 
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Letters 


letters@presbyterianrecord.ca 


On metaphor and more 
It is difficult to understand the intent of 
Duncan Cameron’s letters (March ‘08 
and April ‘07) as he ends up agreeing 
with what he seems to be trying to 
attack or correct. Duncan forgot that 
Zander Dunn’s letter (March 2007) 
was responding to Calvin Brown’s 
QJanuary 2007) narrow interpretation 
on the virgin birth. Duncan agrees 
with me that if we are able to carry 
on a vibrant conversation then our 
denomination could be challenged; 
neither of us could accept a denomi- 
nation that would not. However, I am 
not convinced we currently have that 
open climate; especially when state- 
ments like “must be believed by Chris- 
tians,” and not sharing a belief in the 
virgin birth “undermines the whole 
authority of scripture” are used. Diver- 
sity of opinion I will celebrate, blind 
insistence on seeing things only from 
a perspective that mollifies a minority 
I cannot support—and neither could 
Luther nor any of the Reformers. 
Duncan seems to think that faith is 
a sum of its contents, that to believe in 
Jesus one simply must believe certain 
things about Jesus and that one could 
have a faith devoid of content. This 
unfortunate confusion leads Duncan 
to insist on things which may not 
really matter. It is as if he wants us to 
think that the details of Jesus’ life are 
like ingredients in a recipe and if we 
get them all in and mix them properly 
then we shall have a good faith, a faith 
with content. Yet as other letter writers 
pointed out, “my faith is not a house 
of ecclesiastical cards propped up by 
the Immaculate Conception,” and, 
“tell us where in the New Testament 


Jesus says that to be his disciple we 
must believe his mother was a virgin.” 
It seems to me that rather than adher- 
ence to particular statements or asser- 
tions, Jesus required attention to how 
we live—keeping his commandment. 

In Duncan’s response to Dunn’s 
letter he tried to make a distinction 
between metaphor and reality saying 
“it’s sad when we mistake metaphor 
for reality.” He is confused about the 
use of metaphors and mistakes the 
application of his own example. Based 
on his use of Tom Cochrane’s Life is a 
Highway metaphor, it is Calvin Brown 
and not Zander Dunn who mistook 
a metaphor to be reality. But is he 
suggesting that metaphors are not 
real? Isn’t the whole use of metaphor 
based on the simple fact that the trans- 
ference of meaning can evoke a greater 
sense of meaning, of reality? What can 
be said better than “Juliet is the sun,” 
or “he fell flat on his face” or “Jesus is 
prophet, priest and king?” If a meta- 
phor is not real then it is dead and 
meaningless. 

Duncan asserts that the gospels 
together provide a complete picture 
and that some parts shouldn’t be 
ignored. This was exactly the point I 
was making (December 2007) about 
the difficulty some must feel who 
put so much weight in the idea of 
the virgin birth. To suggest that diffi- 
culty goes both ways misses my point; 
Duncan reinforces my point very well. 

Finally, it would seem that Duncan 
and I are both committed to that 
reassuring phrase that we as part of 
a reformed body must never forget: 
“under the continual illumination of 
the Holy Spirit.” It is a great arrogance 
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LETTERS 
Rita Pontius’ Puddle 


WE'RE NOT CORE WE BELIEVE INGOD, 
OR THAT JESUS IS THE ONLY PATH TO 
CALVATION, AND WE HAVEN'T GOT A CLUE 
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RESIST SOCIALIZING WITH 
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to believe that we have finally got it 
all figured out. I welcome the days 
when that spirit of truth and openness 
will once again fill our meetings and 
permeate our discussions so that we 
can discern God’s will and not simply 
have to listen to the will of others. 

REV. MARK TREMBLAY, KINGSTON, ONT. 


Astounded and shocked 

I am astounded and shocked at 
Laurence De Wolfe’s January article 
on the baptism of Jesus. De Wolfe tells 
us that the first Christology was adop- 
tionist. Wnat about Paul in Philip- 
pians 2 and 2Corinthians 8? De Wolfe 
informs us that the Gospels are hope- 
lessly full of contradictions and that 


“different New Testament communi- 
ties had different ideas about where 
Jesus came from and what that meant.” 
Many students of the Bible, however, 
will feel that the differences should 
not be exaggerated and that there is a 
marvelous unity in the New Testament 
portrait of our Lord. 

De Wolfe wants us to “look beyond” 
the Church’s confession and see that 
there was a time when Jesus “began to 
be God’s Son.” This sounds like adop- 
tionism to me. 

Many have been exercised of late 
about the drift toward the acceptance 
of homosexuality in the church, but 
this issue is far more serious. This is the 
core of our faith—was Jesus aman who 


became the Son of God and somehow 
reveals who God is, or was he always 
the Son, born of the Virgin Mary, our 
crucified Saviour and exalted Lord? 
The church has always affirmed the 
latter. Is the latter now acceptable? 
JOHN VAUDRY, MONTREAL 


Stewards of the soil 
I was very happy to see the title The 
Sacredness of Soil (April); and found the 
lead article to be a wonderful reminder 
to all of us about how much we can gain 
spiritually when we feel the connection 
with the earth through our food. 

But I would just like to add a word 
in defense of the contribution of our 
agricultural producers, who are often 
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| wish to announce that the Presbyterian Record will soon be offering you new reader services. Specially 
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portrayed as enemies of the environ- 
ment, especially when information 
about our food supply includes gener- 
alizations about how our soil, as well 
as water, air and biodiversity are all 
being jeopardized by farming. 

Of course there are abuses in agri- 
culture as in any other area, but there 
are many agricultural producers who 
act as stewards of the resources of soil, 
water, air and life. I think we could all 
learn a lot about the sacredness of soil 
from those families who try to make 
a living from the land. Community- 
supported agriculture is a wonderful 
first step, but only a limited number of 
producers have the resources necessary 
to get this kind of support. 

NANCY LEASE, QUEBEC CITY 


While I don’t always agree with the 
Record’s editorials, editor David Harris 
deserves the return on his wager for 
God’s Creation in April. He is right 
in saying we have been “sinfully 
selective” in “our own culpability” 
regarding abuse of the environment. 

I believe we can no longer wash our 
hands by walking past on the other 
side of the street. We have a biblical 
warrant as Outlined by Harris. Take 
Greenpeace. Last year it brought an 
Amsterdam-registered ship all the way 
up the St. Lawrence Seaway to enable a 
group of environmental commandoes 
to storm a collier bringing coal to the 
massive generating station at Nanti- 
coke, Ont., resulting in the arrest of 
three young people from Toronto and 
Vancouver. They believed civil disobe- 
dience was worth the publicity. 

Shouldn’t we? Or are we content 
to leave a contaminated planet for our 
descendents? One reason Canadian 
environmentalist David Suzuki is so 
committed is he does not want to look 
his grandchildren in the eye and say 
he did nothing. Neither should we. 
Love of God does not allow us to be 
indifferent. The time has come to get 
our hands dirty. 

REV. ROD LAMB, KENORA, ONT. 


Re Andrew Faiz’s April column, My 
Global Footprint 


The article seems to engender guilt 
and hopelessness. The global economy 
is so intertwined with itself and so 
interwoven with politics that the vast 
majority of us Westerners cannot really 
do much about the origins of the prod- 
ucts we buy. If we were to consciously 
eliminate all dubious products from 
our shopping, we would probably end 
up homeless and starving. 

Seriously, what’s left for us to buy on 
the budget most of us are forced to live 
by? I for one refuse to feel guilty about it 
all—though I am more than willing to 
write elected officials in protest. 

ANDY DERKSEN, VIA EMAIL 


Put away hypocrisy 
Re May Editorial, Civilized and Assimilated 

Your research is on the mark, but will 
it get as far as the pulpit of a few Presby- 
terian churches across Canada? We are 
natives of Mi’hmagq, Algoquan, French, 
English and Scotish descendance, but 
haven't gone to church, just across the 
road, for many years. Listening to post 
colonial culture and century-old atti- 
tudes towards those who protected the 
country for the last 8,000 or so years, is 
very hard to swallow. 

I certainly thank you for alerting 
us, and hopefully, many others, that, 
at least, there is one honest Canadian 
who feels perhaps it’s time to put away 
the hypocrisy of religion, and honestly 
promote a faith that extends beyond 
its present colonial boundaries. 

GILBERT R. BOSSE, METIS-SUR-MER, PQ 


Email woes 

Due to an Internet server problem at 
national offices in April, emails sent to 
the Record may not have been received. 
If you sent a letter, a People and Places 
submission, or any other email, please 
resend and make certain it has been 
received. 

The same would be true for anybody 
else at national offices bearing a pres- 
byterian.ca email address. 

Email remains the most efficient 
way to reach this magazine; but it 
does require due diligence to make 
certain the communication has been 
received. 

THE EDITOR 


Correction: 

George Yando (mentioned in an article 
about his daughter, Beth) is the clerk of 
the Presbytery of Northern Saskatch- 
ewan, not interim moderator. 

Rev. Dr. Hans Kouwenberg’s Walks 
of Reconciliation article (May) was not 
a speech he’d given but a reflection 
he’d written for the Aboriginal and 
Church Leaders’ Tour website. 


On our website: 


Rev. Geoff Johnston responds to 


the April issue. Prof. A. K. Macono- 
chie remembers when Lent was not 
celebrated in Scotland because it was 
deemed Anglican. A remembrance of 
Stanford Reid by Joanne MacOdrum. A 
meditation on Faiz’s April column, by 
blogger C. Ruth Johns. @ 


Looking to Advertise in the Presbyterian Record? 


Please note our NEW advertising 
deadlines for upcoming issues 


September — by July 15,2008 
October — by August 15, 2008 
November — by September 15, 2008 


Carol McCormick 

tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 

fax: 905-833-2116 

email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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People » Places 


For more People & Places submissions, please visit our website: 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Being neighbourly—Youth of Knox, Georgetown,Ont., pitch in for a 20-Minute Makeover 
in April.lt took less than half an hour to spruce up the downtown neighbourhood. Fantastic 
way to celebrate the arrival of spring (finally!) and other Earth Day oriented activities. 


Rev. Mike Marsden, far left, traveled to this cake, celebrating 175 years of Knox, Oakville, Ont., 
by horse and wagon (see our website for that photo). Then he led a “Riverside Service” at 
Knox’ first location (also on website), which in 1833 was a wooden schoolhouse but today is 
a library. A biblical twelve gathered for that first worship; there were considerably more there 
this April. Celebrating along with Marsden are Kirsty Taddeo, Jack Kent, Luella Frazer, Emily 
Farr, Agnes Farr and Barbara Browne. 
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That boy (right) had a lawnmower 
accident. The young lady, Hanna Ross, 
of St. Matthew’s, Ingleside, Ont., heard 
about his accident. She gave him a 
cheque for everything she earned last 
summer at her father’s business. And, 
that is not the extent of the mission 
drive in Ingleside. On our website: a 
cheque for PWS&D. 


“Gloria! 150 years at Park and Victoria.” 


That's where you'll find St. Andrew's, 
Windsor, Ont. The story started in 1857 
and continues, through the Heritage 
Weekend last October, when Nancy 
England, dressed in garb of old, pinned 
a sprig of heather on clerk of session 
Charlie Edward. More photos on our 
website. 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Mark 2:4:“And when they couldn't get near him, they uncovered 
the roof where he was.” Chippawa, Niagara Falls, Ont., is in the 
midst of a campaign to raise funds to make their buildings more 
accessible and hospitable. And in the midst of that process 19 
people decided to join the congregation through adult baptism, 
confirmations and transfers. From left: Vince DiLibero, John 


Bowe LE 
& PLACES 


Archibald, Amy DiLibero, Trish Heidebrecht, Susan Murrins, Linda 
Carter, Jeanette Winker, Annie Shriner, Amanda Flasko, Kristina 
Brian, Jim Alty, Mackenize Ernst, Heidi Rogers, Reed Eaglesham, 
Linda Sharma-Mackey, Lynn Needham, Kevin Mackey, and Joelle 
Schonberg. Missing, Jackie White. Mark 2:14:“And as he passed by 
he said, ‘Follow me.” 


Had cake lately? 


See www.presbyterianrecord.ca for instructions on How 
To Submit Photos in the Digital Age. 


On our website: 
Ashley Barkman graduated this year from Knox College 


(see page 33); but, that’s just one of the wonderful things 
that happened to her this year. Marjorie Anderson and 
Margaret Pace retire from serving the choir at St. David's, 
Halifax. Bill and Gail join the Hawkesbury session. The 
Korean Choir join with Knox, Crescent, Kensington and 
First, Montreal, to raise funds for PWS&D. Rev. John Wilson 
and Rev. Charlene Wilson are inducted at Westminster, 
Sault Ste. Marie. 


Ten years ago the national church archives were rededicated to a 
renovated state-of-the-art, climate-controlled space located on the 
main floor of the national office. This April there was cake! From left: 
Rev. Stephen Kendall, Principal Clerk; Kim Arnold, Archivist; Bob Anger, 
Assistant Archivist. 
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Their minister at Knox, Alliston, Ont., Bob Graham, learned about a Canadian invention that could purify dirty water. So, this 
youth group, known as The Rock, thought they could raise maybe $1,200 so people in developing nations could have drinkable 
water. Between January and Palm Sunday, Joel Schernhammer, Olivia Rutledge, Elly Perry, Kristen Ferreira, Rose LaMarche, 
Nancy Gallant (youth leader), Rebecca Robson, Cliff Perry, Becca Nicol and Teresa Morley shot five times past their goal. 


REV. IAN MORRISON has stepped in as the acting General 
Secretary of the Life and Mission Agency for an unspecified 
period of time. Morrison, who served in this position for 
nine years until retiring in 2005, is filling in for Rev. Rick 
Fee who is recovering from time spent in hospital. 

Fee recently travelled to Africa, and soon after his re- 
turn, was hospitalized due to a bacterial infection that re- 
quired the care and expertise of a team of specialists. After 
heart surgery and spending about two weeks in a Toronto 
hospital, Fee was discharged on April 28 and is now stay- 
ing with family while he recovers. 

Morrison’s role will be to support the ongoing work of 
the LMA and to tend the department until! Fee’s return. 

“I’m happy to be able to do this for the church and 
for Rick,” Morrison told the Record from Montreal for The 
Presbyterian College’s convocation. 
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Morrison steps in for Fee 


“Tam sorry I have to do this under these circumstances. 
I wish Rick a speedy recovery, but not necessarily a speedy re- 
turn because he needs to rest and gain back his strength.” 

Fee has cleared all of his appointments through to the 
Fall. Morrison has agreed to cover until the end of June and 


After heart surgery and two weeks in hospital, 
Fee was discharged and is staying with family 
while he recovers 


will continue as needed past that date. He will be present 
at General Assembly, held in Ottawa June 1-6, on behalf of 
Fee along with Rev. Daniel Cho, the convenor of the Life 
and Mission Agency. 

Please direct any well wishes for Fee to the 
General Assembly Office at skendall@presbyterian.ca or 
aphillips@presbyterian.ca at LMA. @ 
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_Laforme named chief 
commissioner on TRC 


AN ABORIGINAL JUDGE has been ap- 
pointed to the government’s truth and 
reconciliation commission designed 
to provide a nationwide forum where 
former students of residential schools 
can tell their stories of abuse. 

As reported in the National Post, 
Justice Harry Laforme, a member of 
the Ontario Court of Appeal and the 
first aboriginal to be appointed to an 
appellate court in Canada, called what 
happened at the schools “horrendous” 
and credited the victims and survivors 
of the schools for the creation of the 
commission. 

“We are very happy with this ap- 
pointment,” Rev. Stephen Kendall, 
the Presbyterian Church’s principal 
clerk, told the Record. “Justice LaForme 
brings a stature, wisdom and commit- 
ment that we believe will help the 
commission in its important work. 

“We are also pleased to see that his 
appointment has received the support 
of the Assembly of First Nations and 
other aboriginal groups.” 

Kendall met LaForme at the of- 
ficial announcement in the House of 
Commons and was “impressed with 
his sincere desire to lead this work 
thoughtfully.” 

The commission will be estab- 


lished on June 1 after two panel 
members are appointed to work with 
LaForme. Their task is to prepare an 
historical record of what happened 
in the schools, and they therefore 
have access to church and govern- 
ment archives that will give clues to 
how the schools operated. The com- 
mission is not intended to be a gath- 
ering place for evidence for criminal 
prosecution. 


“We are also pleased to see that 
his appointment has received 
the support of the Assembly 

of First Nations and other 
aboriginal groups” 


The commission is part of the 
multi-billion dollar settlement ap- 
proved by the federal government, 
which also mandated lump sum pay- 
ments to all former students. Church- 
es, including the Presbyterian Church, 
have been involved in their own set- 
tlements, and will take part in the 
truth and reconciliation commission 
when necessary. 

A formal apology from the fed- 
eral government is expected before 
Parliament breaks for the summer. 
-AM with files from National Post 


Anniversary party, despite fire 


THE CONGREGATION OF Knox, Can- 
nington, Ont., celebrated 144 years of 
Christian witness in its community 
on May 4. Joyous celebrations were 
held that day, and Rev. Paul Johnston, 
Moderator of the Presbytery of Lindsay- 
Peterborough, was the guest preacher. 
Special musical guests were on hand, 
and lunch followed the service. 

The event was an important one 
as the congregation moves on after an 


arsonist set a fire that destroyed the 
church building last October. The build- 
ing was demolished before the walls 
could fall down on their own. No one 
was injured. The congregation hopes to 
build again, though concrete plans are 
still pending. 

Located in a small town of 2,000, 
Knox, Cannington, is part of an open- 
door cluster along with St. John’s, Cress- 
well, and Wick Presbyterian Church. @ 


“New Homes” 


Everyday we see how having a 
home makes such a big difference 
in people’s lives. Now we have 
over 130 people living in our 
new residence. These people 
were living on the streets, in 
shelters and insectinfested 
boarding houses. Now they live 
in safe, dignified homes with 
affordable rents. Support staff and 
residents work together, teaching 
and learning to live the most 
independent and dignified 
lives possible. 


“A home is more than a shelter 
for a night, it is part of your 
identity... The knowledge that 
we had no home fo call our 

own was devastating. 


Now, with anew apartment and 
the encouragement of the staff of 
Evangel Hall, | have a new hope. 
| have peace of mind and can 
focus on the future. 


~ Khatija, Resident 


Spend an hour or a day at 
Evangel Hall and you will see the 
world through different eyes. 


We are always in need 
of financial support 
and volunteers. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON MS5V 3W8 
Phone (416) 504-3563 
Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR 0001 
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NEWS 


Well written, 


well designed 


Judges praise Record’s content and appearance. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD was award- 
ed third place in the general excellence 
category for denominational maga- 
zines at the recent Canadian Church 
Press awards ceremony and conven- 
tion in Cambridge, Ont., and narrowly 
missed placing in the same category at 
the Associated Church Press in Dallas 
just two weeks before that. 

Amy MacLachlan, the Record’s staff 
reporter, was cited for a fifth straight 
year for news and feature writing by 
both awarding bodies. MacLachlan 
won a total of four awards for her 
work in 2007. 

At ACP, she took a first place in 
the long-format magazine feature cat- 
egory for her February 2007 residential 
schools article. “Amazing package,” 
said the judge. 

That article also garnered her an 
honourable mention in the CCP’s pres- 
tigious A. C. Forrest Memorial Award, 
named after a long-time editor of the 
United Church Observer. She also earned 
a first in the news story category for 
Preparing for Pandemics (April 2007). 
Her on-going coverage of the events at 
Trinity, Oro, Ont., earned a third for 
in-depth news event. 

Art director Caroline Bishop led the 
Record staff with five awards. Bishop,who 
joined the magazine for the March 2007 
issue, took second place at ACP for her 
April cover and a third for designing 
the June issue. She also received a third 
place for cover design at CCP for the 
October issue. Design of the October 
Afghanistan feature and design of the 
entire November issue earned her two 
more second place awards. 

Andrew Faiz, the magazine’s man- 


1? Presbvterian Record 


aging editor, was awarded first place 
at CCP for writing the Afghanistan 
feature article in October and editor 
David Harris’s December editorial tied 
for third place at ACP. 

Two contributors to the Record also 
received awards. Colin Cross placed 
second at ACP for seasonal writing 
for the Christmas issue and Cliff Bear 


The editorial content of the Record 
is produced by one of the smallest 
staff contingents for a magazine 
of its size and frequency 


was awarded a second for illustrating 
MacLachlan’s article on residential 
schools in February. 

The editorial content of the Record 
is produced by one of the smallest 
staff contingents for a magazine of its 
size and frequency, with editor Harris 
doubling as publisher, responsible for 
the magazine’s business operations. 
This is an important part of the op- 
eration since the magazine does not 
receive funding from the Presbyterian 
Church and depends on subscrip- 
tions, advertising and donations for 
its financial survival. 

Much of the Record is written by 
members of the Presbyterian Church 
and many of them were praised by 
the judges at both conferences. The 
following are comments taken from 
CCP judges: 

e Revs. Will Ingram, Lynne Donovan 
and Don MacLeod were called “coura- 
geous and controversial” for their vari- 
ous book reviews through 2007. 

¢ Of Rev. Laurence DeWolfe’s Progres- 
sive Lectionary column: “Good use of 


biblical references to challenge and 
stimulate ... fresh insights ... the read- 
er is not ‘preached to’ but led to do fur- 
ther reflection.” 

¢ Judges loved Alex Luyckx’ September 
cover photograph and Bethany Mor- 
ton’s December cover drawing, calling 
them “fun” and “great.” 

e Of David Webber’s monthly theolog- 
ical reflections: “Good use of personal 
story telling to explore an aspect of the 
lived experience of faith ... an engag- 
ing reflection ... evocative rather than 
didactic writing.” 

e Carol Ann Keys’ Wanted: Excited 
Christians, March: “Cleverly written 
in an original way. Addresses a major 
issue comprehensively with an engag- 
ing piece.” 

e Rev. Alex MacLeod, Recipe of Hope, 
April: “If the ‘church’ is to survive, we 
would all be well advised to slip into 
the back row on an emergent ‘service’ 
and tuck that spirit into our hearts and 
soul and take it back to our places of 
worship. Fascinating. Well balanced.” 
e Faiz, Grant Us Wisdom, March: “An 
ongoing and evolving story. Capture it 
in book form.” 

e Faiz, Pop Christianity, Brand Me, 
November: “Brand Me! I don’t [under- 
stand what it’s doing in] the church 
press.” 

e Harris, Editorial, December: “The 
stand may not be what most pacifist 
Canadians would prefer to read, but 
it needed to be clearly stated, and this 
editorial does it.” 

e Harris, Editorial, November: “This 
hard-hitting editorial seeks, success- 
fully, to probe into a breakaway con- 
gregation’s actions.” 
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Shortly after Cyclone Nargis ripped through Myanmar (previously known as Burma) killing an estimated 100,000 people on 
May 2 and 3, Presbyterian World Service and Development partner, Action by Churches Together was preparing emergency 
supplies to take into the country. Donations can be made through PWS&D. 


A BELOVED ELDER of the Presbyterian 
Church in Nigeria who died two years 
ago prompted an idea from Canadian 
Presbyterians to help others in his 
name. Elder Chief Ntieyong Udo Ak- 
pan died in August 2006 at the age of 
82. He contributed to the growth of 
the church in Nigeria, and always wel- 
comed young Canadians and foreign- 
ers to his homeland. Upon his death, 
the PCN organized a foundation in his 
honour. The N.U. and Margaret Akpan 
Memorial Elders’ Formation and Re- 
newal Fund was the idea of Rev. Rick 
Fee, former missionary to Nigeria and 
current general secretary of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Canada’s Life and 
Mission Agency. Fee consulted with 
Rev. Arlene Onuoha, a PCC missionary 
currently in Nigeria, and the Principal 


Clerk of the PCN. After sending out an 
appeal to those who knew Akpan and 
his wife, Margaret, about 1 million Ni- 
gerian Nairas (about $8,500 Cdn) was 


As one of the founding fathers 
of the Nigerian nation, Akpan 
is remembered for excellent 
stewardship in political and 
public affairs, transparent 
service, humility, loyalty and 
sound administrative skills 


contributed to the fund from former 
missionaries and from the PCC’s Inter- 
national Ministries department. 

The fund is available to presbyter- 
ies and synods across the PCN to en- 
able courses for the training, spiritual 
and administrative renewal of ruling 


Nigerian elder honoured 


elders of the PCN. 

As one of the founding fathers of 
the Nigerian nation, Akpan is remem- 
bered for excellent stewardship in po- 
litical and public affairs, transparent 
service, humility, loyalty and sound 
administrative skills. His life in politics 
led to a career as the Chief Secretary 
to Government of Eastern Nigeria and 
Head of Civil Service of the Eastern Re- 
gion of Nigeria, a position he occupied 
in the time leading up to the secession 
of Biafra. 

Akpan was a loyal church servant, 
serving in various capacities with the 
PCN, the Christian Council of Nigeria, 
the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion, and the Christian Health Associ- 
ation of Nigeria. m—-AM with files from 
The Presbyterian Today 
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Calvin at 500 


Celebrating the father of Reformation. BY DON MACLEOD 


NEXT YEAR IS the cinquo-centennial of 
our theological parent, John Calvin, 
the originator of our Reformed iden- 
tity. To mark the event the Committee 
on History will publish a popular series 
of 10 monthly articles from September 
to June in the Presbyterian Record on 
the significance of John Calvin in 
today’s world. 

Born July 10, 1509, Jean Cauvin (as 
he was originally known) grew up in 
the Picardy town of Noyon, 60 miles 
northeast of Paris. His reputation has 
been variously celebrated and derided: 
he is portrayed as a dark and brood- 
ing figure whose one contribution to 
the history of thought was predestina- 
tion (which was arguably taught by 
the apostle Paul or, if you prefer, Au- 
gustine). A strange legacy for a warm- 
hearted classmate of Rabelais at the 
University of Paris whose motto pic- 
tured a burning heart: “My heart Lord 
I give you, promptly and sincerely.” 

The 10-part series will bring him 
into a more favourable light and also 
make him accessible to those of us 
without formal theological training. 
Calvin cast a long shadow over Protes- 
tantism, and particularly in Scotland, 
the Netherlands, Hungary, Ireland, the 
United States and most recently Korea. 


Peter Bush will start 
the series in Septem- 
ber with an introduc- 
tory article on Calvin’s 
life. Recent modera- 
tor Hans Kouwenberg 
writes on Calvin and 
preaching. Christine 
O’Reilly examines Cal- 
vin’s view of church 
government and spe- 
cifically how _ presby- 
teries should  oper- 
ate. Barry Mack asks 
whether Calvin was 
the father of Canadian 
capitalism. John Viss- 
ers looks at Calvin and 
theological education. 
Ken Stewart shares his 
extensive research into 
Calvin and missions. 
Ian Wishart views Calvin’s spiritual- 
ity (The Imitation of Christ in Calvin). 
I will conclude by bringing together the 
various strands of Calvin. Articles still 
to be assigned are Calvin and religious 
tolerance, and Calvin and national 
identity: Scots, Irish, Dutch, Hungar- 
ian, or Korean. 

The SOOth anniversary of Cal- 
vin’s birth will feature many celebra- 
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tions, academic conferences, public 
services of thanksgiving, and articles 
both learned and popular. It’s hoped 
that this series in the Record will bring 
Calvin alive for readers, particularly 
for those for whom Calvin has either 
been maligned or is unknown. Addi- 
tional study material will be available 
on the Record’s website: www.presby- 
terianrecord.ca. @ 


Conference grants available 


A NEW CONFERENCE FUND administered by the Life and 
Mission agency is available for anyone in the Presbyterian 
Church planning a small or large conference. Conference 
planners may apply for up to one-third of the cost of the 
conference to a maximum of $8,000. Those submitting an 
application must provide a proposed budget for the event, 
along with goals and expected benefits to the church, in 
order to be considered. Since the fund’s inception about 
a month ago, it has already assisted the Body, Mind and 
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Soul Conference held in May in Montreal, the Canadian 
Association for Parish Nursing Conference also in May in 
Ingersoll, Ont., and a Presbyterian Church of Taiwan/Pres- 
byterian Church in Canada Theological Consultation to be 
held in Vancouver this month. 

For more information, contact the Vine Helpline at 
1-866-642-2830 or thevine@presbyterian.ca, or visit the 
PCC website at www.presbyterian.ca and type Conference 
Fund in the search bar. m#-AM 
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Don Elliott's 


gift 


A LOVE OF NATURE led the late Don 
Elliott and his wife, Heather to en- 
sure a rare and mature seven-hectare 
woodlot in southern Ontario’s Oro 
Moraine was conserved and protect- 
ed for future generations. Known as 
Elliott Woods, the land was donated 
to the Couchiching Conservancy in 
November 2006, whose mandate is 
to uphold the natural features of the 
forest while sharing it with the com- 
munity. It’s exactly what Don Elliott 
had hoped for the area. 

“Protecting Elliott Woods was al- 
most a moral and spiritual impera- 
tive for Don,” said Heather Elliott. 
“He cared very deeply about God’s 
Creation, and felt that God has given 
us the responsibility to care for it.” 

The Elliotts owned the land since 
1966, spurred on by Don’s apprecia- 
tion for trees and nature. Thanks to 
Don and his brother’s tender care of 
the woods over the decades, the lot 
matured to a high-quality hardwood 
forest, and has become a much-vis- 
ited and loved escape for the Elliott 
family. It has since been identified 
as a natural heritage core area with- 


Presbyterian’s love of nature lives on 
in his congregation. BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


in the Township of Oro-Medonte’s 
Official Plan. 

But Don Elliott’s visits to the 
woods ended on Nov. 1, 2006, when 
he died of cancer, just days after the 
woods were dedicated as a protected 
landscape. He was 71 years old. He was 
an elder at Glenview, Toronto, where 
Heather still worships and serves. 

The Glenview congregation is 
continuing Don’s concern for the 
environment by establishing the 
Caring for Creation team, which ex- 
plores how Glenview can be more 
proactive in caring for the environ- 
ment. So far, the team has held two 
educational events, and the church 
has replaced plastic cups with reus- 
able glass cups for coffee hour. They 
are also looking into having an en- 
ergy audit of the church building, 
and held a nature walk and picnic 
last September in Elliott Woods. 

Don also served on the board of 
Knox College, and the board of the 
Presbyterian Record. 

Please visit www.glenviewchurch. 
ca/delliott%20woods.htm for more 
information on Elliott Woods. @ 


Stevenson up for writing award 


FORMER GLAD TIDINGS editor, L. June Stevenson has been 
nominated for the 2008 Best New Canadian Christian Au- 
thor Award for her memoir Tracing Rainbows: Lessons Along 
the Way. Stevenson, of Ajax, Ont., is up against five other 
authors for her manuscript which, if it wins, could be pub- 
lished by Castle Quay Books Canada. 

The award, sponsored by The Word Guild a national as- 
sociation of Canadian writers and editors who are Chris- 
tian, and Castle Quay Books Canada, recognizes the most 


promising manuscript by a Canadian who writes from a 
Christian faith perspective. 

The winner will be announced on June 11 at The Word 
Guild writing awards gala in Mississauga, Ont., which the 
public is invited to attend. 

The annual competition is open to any Canadian citi- 
zen or permanent resident who affirms the Apostles’ Creed 
and has never had a book published by a royalty-paying 
publisher. Visit www.thewordguild.com for details. m 
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takes his 


He was born to spread the gospel. BY AMY MACLACHLAN | 


SERGIO GOMEZ SANTIZ knew God 
had a plan for him since childhood. 
An indigenous Mayan from Chiapas, 
Mexico, he comes from a family who 
were among the first Christians in his 
culture. While visiting the national 
office in March, Gomez told the Record 
that his “grandmother was my first 
mentor. She prepared me for this role.” 

That role is as a missionary in 
Eastern Europe—the first sent out by his 
presbytery in Chiapas. First he had to 
learn English, which he did in Toronto 
beginning last October sponsored by 
the Presbyterian Church. He left for his 
new mission post in April, for what he 
hopes will be the next three decades. 

Gomez’s dream, along with the 
dream of his church, rests on the call 
in Matthew 28:19: “Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

He dreams of sharing the Gospel as 
it was shared with him and his people 
more than SO years ago. “The mission- 
aries planted a very good seed,” said 
Gomez. “It grew into a very big tree 
that bears much fruit. So now we have 
to plant the seed elsewhere. 

“Jesus Christ changed our lives,” he 
continued, speaking of how his people 
converted from animism to Christi- 
anity. “And it is possible to change the 
lives of others with Jesus Christ.” 

Gomez is part of the Tzeltal tribe, to 
whom American missionaries brought 
the Gospel back in 1950. The Reformed 
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Missionary 


Church of America has been 
one of the main mission part- 
ners doing work in Chiapas, 
Mexico, and  has_ been 
working with the Chiapas 
Mission Agency in sending a 
missionary to Eastern Europe. 

It has not been easy. 
Chiapas is one of the poorest 
states in Mexico, and locals 
often wonder why these over- 
seas resources aren’t being 
spent in their own community. 
The churches in Chiapas do 
have local mission work, but 
have been working for 10 years 
to push their dream further. 
The annual mission budget 
is $1 million pesos (or about 
$95,000 Cdn). To meet this, 
each church member must give 
50 pesos or not quite $5 Cdn a year. 

“It’s difficult for many people in 
Chiapas,” said Gomez, whose own 
congregation has 600 members. “It’s 
difficult for them to see outside their 
own financial situation. This is our 
challenge. But it is possible! We must 
understand the great commission. We 
need obedience.” 

Gomez has a mechanical engi- 
neering degree. It is the trade he will 
practice in Europe while he learns the 
language and builds relationships. 

Presbyteries in Chiapas began the 
first missionary training school in the 
state about a decade ago. Five years later, 
a missionary from Eastern Europe visited 


“We are a baby in mission. These are our 
first steps” 


the General Assembly of the National 
Presbyterian Church of Mexico, urging 
them to send a missionary to his area. 
Along with Gomez, the Mission Agency 
hopes to send more missionaries over- 
seas, and mobilize other churches in 
Mexico to take part. 

“We are a baby in mission. These 
are our first steps,” said Gomez, his 
dark eyes betraying his deep love for 
this work. 

“T am very grateful to the PCC for 
helping me,” said Gomez. “My prayer 
is that God touches your hearts to pray 
for the nations, and I invite you to pray 
for us, my people in Chiapas, and for 
my ministry.” @ 
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Sudan church growing 


ENI—Despite the daily challenges in 
Sudan, the church—as it is in many parts of 
Africa—is growing. But they must contend 
not only with a nation that is rebuilding 
after two decades of civil war, but also 
with the presence (and growth) of Islam. 
Churches complain of rumoured conver- 
sions to Islam based on inducements of 
scholarships, money and material goods. 

In South Sudan, the Episcopal Church of 
the Sudan with the help of the American 
evangelical organization Samaritan’s 
Purse, recently opened 10 churches in one 
month. Where buildings do not exist, the 
church meets under trees. 

Gatherings of 1,500 people or more are 
common at the Dinka-language service 
in the city of Rumbek, the capital of Lakes 
State, in the South Sudan region. A total of 
5,400 faithful attended the outdoor Easter 
Sunday service. 

Down the road, the Roman Catholic Holy 
Family church in Rumbek recently added a 
7:30 a.m. English-language service to take 
the burden off the other three Sunday 
services (held in English, Arabic and Dinka 
languages). Bishop Caesar Mazzolari, an 
Italian-born bishop whose tan _ reveals 
his 27 years in the African sun, says in a 
country where Islam is always an appealing 
alternative, his church suffers from the lack 
of proper Christian formation. “If we don't 
have catechists who are mature, we can 
give only surface knowledge. Then, as Islam 
comes along, [Muslims] can easily punch 
through that superficial knowledge.” 


Indians rue commercial church 


ENI—The National Council of Churches in 
India spoke out against what it describes 
as the growing commercialization of the 
Christian faith. 

“Churches too are caught in the trap 
of seeing people primarily as_ indivi- 
dual customers, and the Christian faith 
becomes a product to be marketed,” 
lamented Bishop Dinesh Kumar Sahu, 
general secretary of the council. 

“Today’s phenomenon expresses itself 
in the form of an unholy alliance between 
‘evangelism’ and ‘consumerism,” rued 
Bishop Sahu of the Church of North India. 


“In the marketplace of religious ideas and 
persuasion, free and competitive denomi- 
nationalism contradicts the basis of being 
a Church.” 

“The sellers of the prosperity gospel 
are doing great disservice by selling the 
Gospel to those who seek success in their 
business, profession and student exami- 
nations,” decried Kunchala Rajaratnam, a 
former NCCI president. 

Besides this “sacred commercialization,” 
Rajaratnam asserted,we also have rampant 
secular commercialisation of the admini- 
stration and elections of the Church.” He 
asserted that bribes were being paid for 
appointments in church institutions. 


Rice crisis spiritual 

ENI—The rice shortage, which the Philip- 
pines, an agricultural country, has been 
experiencing since March, is not only a 
matter of scarcity but also the result of 
a spiritual crisis, says an activist Roman 
Catholic priest. 

“The rice crisis is not only an issue of 
supply and demand,” said Rev. Robert 
Reyes. “It is a subtle problem of connecti- 
vity between nature and us, between and 
amongst us Filipinos, between us and our 
leaders, and between us and God.” 

During May Day workers’ rallies throu- 
ghout southeast Asia, calls came for lower 
food prices, especially for rice, throughout 
the region.In the Philippines,some activists 
urged President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
to resign. Ousted former president Joseph 
Estrada blamed Arroyo's administration for 
a “lack of foresight” regarding agriculture. 


Reyes says the loss of “connectivity” 


is apparent in what he describes as the 


Philippine government's “lopsided policy” 


of serving the demands of the global 
market first rather than giving priority 
to the agricultural productivity and food 
security of this southeast Asian country of 
more than 92 million. 


Churches should talk about ‘It’ 


ENI—A Japanese study group of Christian 
educators and doctors say sex education 
should be promoted from Christian 
perspectives. 

“We have a sense of impending crisis 


WORLD NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


et unite 


about the rapid growth of infectious 
sexual diseases among teenagers in 
recent years,” said Kunihiko Tominaga, a 
Christian obstetrician and gynecologist, 
the study chair. 

“Sex education that teaches ‘safe sex’ 
is spread nationwide and sex is defined 
as ‘pleasure’ and ‘a communication tool’ 
and has no perspective on sex as ‘personal 
interaction.’ We would like to return to the 
fact of the original blessing that humans 
were created in ‘God's image’ and to 
promote studies on sex education based 
on ‘the dignity of personality and sex’’”” 


CIDA funds Palestine hospital 


CNW—The Canadian International Deve- 
lopment Agency and Canadian Lutheran 
World Relief are contributing $632,000 to 
improve access to essential health care 
in the Palestinian Territories. The funding 
will be directed to the Augusta Victoria 
Hospital in East Jerusalem, the only 
institution offering specialized medical 
services like cancer treatment and dialysis 
to Palestinians. 

Funding will be used to enlarge the 
capacity of the hospital's geriatric care 
ward from a 16-bed unit into a 28-bed 
unit. Plans to expand and refurbish the 
existing space are complete. Construc- 
tion will commence immediately. Work 
will be carried out by local trades. The 
project timeline anticipates completion 
by December. & 
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The Theological 


iPod 


y iPod crashed—long story, not terribly inter- 
M cise I have to rebuild. A good opportu- 

nity to bringsome theology to my music. Here’s 
my opening salvo; I could use your help for more. 

is That All There is?—Peg¢gy Lee. My history of reli- 
gion professor said this was one question asked by all reli- 
gions. Of course, he also referred to the 1969 recording 
as a “recent song” which was doddering commonplace at 
Victoria College, University of Toronto, in the early 80s. 

Mother's Little Helper—Rolling Stones. Before they 
were caricatures of themselves, they were great social 
critics: “The pursuit of happiness just seems a bore.” Is 
that all there is, my friend? They also have this other 
song with the lyrics: “Pleased to meet you/ Hope you 
guess my name/ But what’s puzzling you/ Is the nature 
of my game.” 

that jews amd jesus song by Kinky Friedman. An 
attack on rednecks which strikes me as egregious, but 
fun. This is in the same tradition as Jesus Was A Capri- 
corn by Kris Kristofferson and Jesus Was A Terrorist by The 
Dead Kennedys and Jesus Thinks You Are A Jerk by Frank 
Zappa—songs that take Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, 
quite seriously and expose the myriad hypocrisies of the 
church and society. On second thought, best to not include 
these—can only lead to upsetting the safety zone. 

jesus Is Just Alright With Me—The Doobie Brothers. 
I’m beginning to expose my age, I must pretend to know 
something that was released in the past decade. This song? 
Not a lot of theology, I’ll grant you, but a cute anthem 
none-the-less. 

God Walks Armomg Us Now (Jesas Song No. 6)—The 
Flamving Lips. “Used to be all right/ But things got strange/ 
Used to take all night/ But things’ve changed and God 
walks among us now.” From their lips ... 

i Beliewe In jJesus—Donna Sanmmers. Spiritually 
ecstatic—not quite the material of her disco fame. “And 
I’m going to heaven by and by ‘cause I already been 
through hell.” A strange song; but heartfelt. 

[ Still Hawen’t Found What I'm Looking For—U2Z. My 
apologies for including the song that launched a billion, 
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“In the fury of the moment 
| can see the Master's hand.” 


at least, sermons, of which I heard one and it over-reached 
and I’ve read a half dozen over the years and they’ve been 
gear-grinders, but it’s a great song that expresses a profound 
spiritual yearning and we can’t go around judging great 
works of art by their mediocre commentators, that would 
be like judging the Saviour by his followers, and, of course, 
there’s Larry Mullen’s drum and Adam Clayton’s bass. 
Every Grain of Sand—Bob Dylan. When | was a lay 
minister I used to listen to this every Sunday morning 
before heading to church: The greatest prayer ever set to 
music; a deep, dark meditation that scrapes the soul. There 
are no secrets between the devout and God. And there is 
no despair in that relationship. I don’t listen to this as 


Jesus Was a A Capricorn, Jesus Was A Terrorist, 
Jesus Thinks You Are a Jerk—songs that take our 
Saviour and Lord very seriously ... best to not 
include these, might upset the safety zone 


often as I once did; I find it too powerful. I was younger 
then, and stronger. I’m older now and too responsible. 

Solid Rock and Saved—Bob Dylan. That cassette 
(what’s that?) I made with the song above also included 
these two to pull me out of my confession. 

Wilderness—Joy Division. Another track from my 
wayward youth. 

Suzanne—Leonard Cohen. I have no idea what this 
song is about and have never understood the Jesus verse. 
I keep listening to it, the way Dustin Hoffman recited the 
Who’s On First routine in Rain Man, as if it’s some code I 
need to break. Maybe one day. 

Can't Tell Me Nothing—Kanye West. Hah, you 
thought I’d pick Jesus Walks, which is a fine song. But, 
this one is plain straight honest without the moral indig- 
nation. I mean, we’re talking songs, not sermons. That’s 
my other iPod and its fine. mg 


Andrew Faiz is the managing editor of this publication. Add to 
this list by writing to letters@presbyterianrecord.ca. Also, Faiz 
uses poetic license: he has only one iPod. 
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Revelation, Scripture and Church: 
Theological Hermeneutic Thought of 
James Barr, Paul Ricoeur and Hans Frei 
by Richard R. Topping 

Ashgate 


hese are tough times for Bible 
reading in the mainline Protestant 
church. A former colleague of 
mine once said there are basically two 
groups of people who read the Bible: 
those of us who make it say whatever 
they want, and those of us who make it 
say nothing at all. 

Richard Topping, senior minister 
at St. Andrew and St. Paul, Montreal, 
and part-time lecturer in theology and 
ministry at The Presbyterian College, 
has very 
treatment of Bible reading in the church today. He focuses 
on three 20th century thinkers who have looked at how the 


written a fine academic 


Bible may be “soundly and adequately interpreted” for the 
church: James Barr (who, incidentally, began his academic 
career as a professor of Bible at The Presbyterian College 
in the late 1940s), Paul Ricoeur (who gave the first Roberts 
Lectures at the Presbyterian College in the 1950s), and Yale 
theologian Hans Frei. 

Each one of these scholars represents an important 
trend in Bible reading as they wrestle with the meaning 
and truth of scripture. According to Topping, the Scottish 
Presbyterian theologian James Barr finds the meaning of 
the Bible in the historical context of the author. If we can 
just get “behind the text” of the Bible to the circumstances 
within which it was written, we'll get at the essential 
meaning. Historical critical scholarship helps us do this, 
Barr argues, and therefore it should be privileged in the 
way we read the Bible. 

The French philosopher theologian 
Paul Ricoeur has, as Topping describes it, a quite different 
strategy: the meaning of a biblical passage is located “in front 


and Reformed 
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Revelation, Scripture 
and Church 


Sots Mato noel orte heilontedtareatentettetontonastetet! 


RR TOPPING 


Scriptu 
God creates, accosts and sustains the church 
by means of Holy Scripture. BY JOHN VISSERS 


of the text.” If we can just understand 
how texts function and how readers read 
from their own perspective, we’ll enter 
into the world of meaning created by 
the interplay between the Bible and its 
readers. Philosophical understandings 
of interpretation—what scholars call 
“hermeneutics,” should therefore be 
privileged in the way we read the Bible. 

The third approach is represented 
by the American post-liberal theologian 
Hans Frei. He believes, Topping argues, 
that the meaning of the Bible is set 
“within the text” and understood as the 
Christian community engages in reading 
practices informed by the nature of the 
text itself and by the reading conventions 
(i.e. tradition) of the church. Christian 
theology, centered in Jesus Christ, and 
set out in the history of the church, should therefore be 
privileged in the way we read the Bible. 

Topping helpfully points out how each of these 
strategies is intended to help the church read the Bible 
critically, i.e. to prevent us from reading the Bible in ways 
that make it say whatever we want it to say. Historical 
criticism, philosophical and ecclesial 
practices, rightly employed, should provide a check against 
this. Critical reading does not mean we are free to read 
into the Bible whatever we wish from our own experience, 
notwithstanding the fact that a good deal of recent popular 
biblical scholarship tends to do exactly that (see John 
Spong or Tom Harpur for striking examples). 

But Topping also notes that each of these three thinkers, 
as helpful as they may be, falls short in an important way. 
Barr, Ricoeur and Frei each provide a natural account of Bible 
reading, but they all fail to account adequately for God’s 
involvement in how the Bible came to be written, in what 
the Bible is all about, and in how the Bible is to be read and 
interpreted. “Talk of God,” Topping argues, “is eclipsed by 
the terminal consideration of human realities.” 


hermeneutics 
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Mining the legacy of his own Reformed tradition, especially as found in 
the theologies of John Calvin and Karl Barth, Topping suggests that we need to 
recover a theological understanding of the Bible for the life of the church. Such 
an understanding, he believes, begins with an acknowledgment that in scripture 
we meet the God whose word the Bible is, namely the Triune God of grace 
revealed in Jesus Christ. Historical, hermeneutical and ecclesial considerations 
are important, but not at the expense of theological considerations. Readers 
of the Bible must always be reminded that this is about God and that God’s 
action in revelation and salvation makes it possible for us to hear scripture as 
the voice of the living God. The really critical element in reading the Bible 
comes when we realize that God creates, accosts and sustains the church by 
means of scripture. 


Critical reading does not mean we are free to read into the Bible 
whatever we wish from our own experience, notwithstanding 
the fact that a good deai of recent popular biblical scholarship 
tends to do exactly that 


This book is important for at least two reasons. First, it reminds us that we 
are a people of the Book, a community of the Word. It challenges us to think 
about what we believe about the Bible. It encourages us to think about what 
we do when we read the Bible. It calls into question our tendency to read the 
Bible without reference to God. In short, it reminds us of what we confess about 
the Bible in Living Faith, namely that scripture “is the standard of all doctrine 
by which we must test any word that comes to us from church, world, or inner 
experience.” 

Secondly, Topping’s book signals something of a continuing theological 
renaissance among Canadian Presbyterian ministers and teachers. In recent years 
a number of important books have been published by Canadian Presbyterian 
scholars, including parish ministers. At a time when the Presbyterian Church 
seems to be preoccupied with its own problems and in pursuit of pragmatic 
solutions, it is encouraging to know that among our leaders are those who take 
theology seriously; that there are, among us, those who think critically about 
the faith and life of the church in light of scripture rather than in terms of the 
latest market-tested trends; that there are—and this is perhaps most important 
of all—those who believe it’s time once again to turn to God. @ 


Rev. Dr. John Vissers is principal of The Presbyterian College, Montreal. The 
books mentioned in the Record can be purchased through the WMS Bookroom: 
bookroom@presbyterian.ca 


Are you thinking 
of going to the lake 
this summer, or 
maybe on a trip 
with your family? 
an you imagine staying in the 
hot city for the entire summer? 


The baking pavement, the stifling 
rooms, no escape. 


At WICM, we have 
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At camp, parents Ww i C M 
get a chance to meet other adults 
and renew their spirits. Children 
enjoy many camp activities: 
swimming, crafts, and horseback 
riding. Together the families enjoy 
campfires, Bible study and prayer. 
The hot city with its many burdens 
is forgotten. 
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of peace and tranquility, beside 
the water, under the sun, around 
the campfire, to a waiting family. 
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A collection of essays about the diet of beefy truths. 


BY WILLIAM KLEMPA 


ee NE EN TN I PANN 


Understanding the Faith: 

Essays in Philosophical Theology 
By Joseph C. McLelland 

Clement Academic 


“his is a superb collection 
of 18 essays by Dr. Joseph 
A Con) McLelland: ae ihney. 
span a half-century and cover a 
variety of topics grouped under 
three main headings: Theology 


greater need, he believes, than to 
have prophets in our pulpits who 
hear a word from the Lord and 
wam of the dire consequences 
of not heeding God. Also needed 
are mystics who have the gift 
to discern the divine in the ups 
and downs of human life and to 
invite and persuade people, by 
faith, hope and love, to join the 
family of God. The 21st century 
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and Ministry, Theology and 
the Reformed Tradition and Theology and 
Canadian Society. Most of the essays were 
written during McLelland’s 50-year association 
with The Presbyterian College, Montreal, 
and his almost equally long association with 
McGill University where he occupied the J. W. 
McConnell Chair in Philosophy of Religion. 
A witty, lighter take on the history of The 
Presbyterian College entitled Adventures in 
P-C Land: A Saurian Testament has happily 
been included as an appendix. The essays are 
written in McLelland’s lively, engaging style 
and are a delight to read. 

To give readers a taste of the rich fare 
offered here, I will focus on one essay from 
each part. Of particular interest in Part 
One is the challenging 1993 convocation 
address, Where’s the Beef? Theology for 
21st Century Adults. 

Taking his cue from New Testament texts 
calling on Christians to be mature in their 
thinking (1 Cor. 14:20) and counselling 
them as adults to feed on solid food (Hebrews 
5:11-6:5), McLelland speaks of the threefold 
ministry required in the 21st century as 
prophetic, mystical and alienated. There is no 
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minister must also be a “resident 
alien.” Prophets, mystics and aliens must be 
properly equipped. “To be a prophet demands 
a theology of church and society. To be a 
mystic involves a theology of experience. To 
be an alien, however, requires a theology of 
‘possible worlds.’” Ministry, he concludes, 
cannot be satisfied with subsisting on “soft 
food and simple notions” but must offer “a 
diet of beefy truth.” 

Part Two has essays on predestination, 
covenant theology, Calvin and philosophy, 
the mundane work of the Holy Spirit and on 
Peter Martyr Vermigli, the 16th century Italian 
reformer, the renaissance of whose work can 
be largely attributed to McLelland’s 1957 
pioneering study The Visible Words of God: An 
Exposition of the Sacramental Theology of Peter 
Martyr Vermigli and his subsequent editorship 
of the Peter Martyr Library. 

Of considerable interest and continuing 
relevance in this second part is a study paper 
on Episcopacy in the Reformed 
Church. McLellandrightly contends 
that Presbyterianism is not anti- 
episcopal. The kind of episcopacy 
it advocates, however, is not, 


Because Jesus once cried out:‘Why have YOU forsaken ME?’ 
we can rest in the surety that we are never forsaken 


“monarchical episcopacy, that is, vested in a single bishop” but “corporate 
episcopacy,” that is, episcopal government by a council of presbyters. A 
quibble can be raised: he affirms that ruling elders share with ministers in 
the episcopal function of presbytery. Yet he also states that ordination is not 
in the hands of the court of presbytery “but only and strictly in the ordained 
ministers of that Court.” Is this consistent? Is the act of ordaining not an 
aspect of the corporate function of governing (in which ruling elders are 
included)? This is definitely not a problem of McLelland’s making but that 
of the Presbyterian tradition. Should we continue to live with this ambiguity 
or do we need to rethink and clarify this matter as the Church of Scotland 
has done recently? 

Essays on W. W. Bryden, religion in Canada, Canlit’s view of Presbyterians, 
and doxology make up Part Three. The final essay, A Serious Playfulness, 
is McLelland’s favourite. It is also, as he says, a reliable expression of his 
theological position. The essay is a play of ideas based on the Genesis 
stories about Isaac, the child of laughter, God’s gift of grace and promise to 
Abraham and Sarah, each of whom had one foot in the grave. 

The Isaac stories offer McLelland the opportunity to reflect both 
playfully and seriously on such central themes as God’s love and care for 
humankind, images of God, justification by faith, comedy and tragedy, 
jubilee and utopia, and covenant. On the last subject he suggests God makes 
other covenants, in particular with the Ishmaelites, the peoples of Arabia, 
the religion of Islam, but he does not enlarge on this point. But perhaps 
we should not expect him to do so in a highly poetic essay on spirituality. 
Still one is tempted to ask how these “other covenants” are related to the 
eternal covenant God made with Israel and the Church (see the earlier essay, 
Covenant Theology—a Re-evaluation)? 

McLelland emphasizes that humour or playfulness is never free from 
suffering and pain but it is that which sustains us despite life’s contradictions. 
“Because Jesus once cried out: ‘Why have YOU forsaken ME?’ we can rest in 
the surety that we are never forsaken. Even in our darkest hours, at bedside 
of the dying or graveside of the dead, in our own pain and loss and fear of 
death—especially there we may hear the trumpet of victory and hope. Such 
is the good news from Jesus, descendant of Isaac, doorway to Life.” 

Understanding the Faith is the inaugural volume in a new series 
of publications called Presbyterian College Studies in Theology and 
Ministry, edited by Principal John Vissers. What a splendid start to 
this new series! @ 


Rev. William Klempa is principal emeritus of The Presbyterian College, Montreal. 
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Respectful 


Attention 


Everyday language illustrates theological 
ideas. BY JOYCE GLADWELL 


Theology for Non-Theologians 
James Cantelon 
John Wiley & Sons Canada Ltd. 


ear Mr. Cantelon, 
I thoroughly enjoyed reading 
your book. If I had tried to learn 
about the great theological themes by the 
standard route, I would have been immured 
in academic tomes for many months. 

I am glad you were inspired to write 
briefly in everyday language, with wit and 
humour, and with a story to introduce 
every chapter, to catch my attention and 
light up your ideas. 

I learned a great deal, not just with my 
mind, but in my understanding of who God 
is, and I have come to feel more secure in my faith in God. 

Your down-to-earth style worked wonderfully well in the 
section on the Trinity, for example, and I was surprised at 
how much I grasped in a few short pages on Revelation. It 
didn’t work quite so well in the first chapter of the book with 
the arguments (a.k.a. proofs) that God exists. I was quite put 
out by the paragraph on the cosmological argument, and I 
almost gave up on the book right at the beginning. I was 
looking for a bridging sentence or two to link the heading 
“cosmological” with the explanation “all beginnings have 
a cause.” Since cosmos means neither cause nor beginning, 
I could not see the connection between the two. There 
are other places in the book where, though I felt in tune 
with your insight and the direction you were taking, I was 
frustrated because there were gaps in your train of thought as 
you presented it on the page. 

Let me remind you of some of the wise and insightful 
things you wrote: 

About free will—that it is not freedom to do whatever I 
want, but rather it is “choice within boundaries,” these 
boundaries being love for God, and love for neighbour. 

About miracles—that “God is telling us something vital 
when He intervenes miraculously in our history.” 
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About the Scriptures—that their 
trustworthiness, authority and inerrancy 
are all bound up with who Jesus is, “the 
perfect living Word, alive in the frail 
imperfect words of human beings.” 

You underscored for me _ that 
relationship, not pious observance, is the 
touchstone of godly living, when you 
introduced me to the Hebrew zadkah, 
meaning both righteousness toward God 
and justice toward one’s neighbour. 

You enlarged my understanding of 
sin and suffering, placing them squarely 
within God’s plan. This is the insight that 
moved me more securely towards God. 

The added bonus of your book is your 
summary of every book in the Bible: brief, 
clear, lightly handled, while going to the core of each book. 
I found myself eager to find out what you would say about 
particular books—ones that raise questions for me, or just 
baffle me, like Revelation. I was consistently enlightened. 


l learned a great deal, not just with my mind, 
but in my understanding of who God is, 

and I have come to feel more secure in 

my faith in God 


Equally readable and enlightening is your treatment of 
Gnosticism as it arose in the early years after Christ, and as it 
appears today. 

Your theological position lies firmly within orthodox 
Christianity, and your commitment to Jesus Christ and the 
God revealed in Scripture is obvious. At the same time you give 
respectful attention to other positions. I appreciate that. Thank 
you for writing. 


Sincerely, 
Joyce 


Joyce Gladwell is an elder at Gale, Elmira, Ont. 
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A Journey of 
Recover Ta 


A Conspiracy of Love: Living Through 
and Beyond Childhood Sexual Abuse 
By Wendy Read 

Northstone Publishing 


endy Read was sexually abused 
by her father. The damage 
* done by daddy dearest caught 
up to her, as it does with all victims. “The 
demands of life grow and eventually there 
is simply not enough energy to keep all 
the bad feelings, disappointments and 
memories under control.” Read had to deal 
with what happened. This book is a part of 
her process. 

She writes of her struggle to understand 
the fifth commandment to honour her 


abused child. 


death threats, drugs. One by one I experienced 
for the first time the powerful emotions that 
had been locked up for so many years: fury, 
despair, grief, friendlessness.” 

It was a long 20-year process for her to 
find a way to wholeness. Fully 130 pages later 
she writes, “But today my prayer, through 
grace, is this: that if, in heaven, the angels 
are dancing, they welcome and invite my 
father in.” 

Read at times does bleed on the page. It 
is raw; your skin crawls because you feel like 
you are in the room with these poor, dear 
children, watching as caregivers molest and 
rape them. But she also shows glimmers of 
hope and she uses the words of wellness. 
“Now you have heard us question your 


father and mother—one who abused her, while the other wisdom and seen our indignant search for understanding. 
colluded through silence: “As the years went by, the weight of | Now you are breaking into our prison snapping the bars 
the commandment bent me low ... Silence. Freedom. Alone. we had reinforced with fear and shame.” Truly she is on a 
Elsewhere. Cry. Wait. Night. This was the vocabulary I tucked journey of recovery and there is the promise of life after 


safely away in an inside pocket of my being... There was a _ the abuse. @ 
hollow place inside of me where my cries echoed endlessly. ... 
One by one | heard their stories; rape, torture, humiliation, | Owen Thornton is 


a frequent contributor to the Record. 
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BY PERERCOUTTS 


race 


In Dying We Are Born: The Challenge 
and the Hope for Congregations 

by Peter Bush 

The Alban Institute 


dé 


“hat does it take for 
a congregation truly 
to know change in 
its life?” This is a question being asked 
in many Presbyterian congregations 
today. The title of Peter Bush’s new 
book, In Dying We Are Born, points to 
his answers. As he writes, “The con- 
gregation cannot give itself life, cannot make growth happen, 
and cannot stem the slide to death. The ability to do all of those 
things belongs to God alone ... The church must therefore hum- 
ble itself to the point of death, and then and only then will it find 
itself raised to life by the power of God.” In other words, faithful, 


meaningful and significant new life can be granted by God only 
to congregations willing to die to the way they have been. 

Bush acknowledges in his book that this is neither a common 
nor popular answer. Death, to us, is to be avoided at all costs. 
The large majority of books on congregational transformation, 
he says, assume that either the congregation is “mildly ill” (thus 
needing small change), or “seriously ill” (thus needing a new 
vision to fulfill). In contrast, Bush believes that a congregation 
must go even further. “At the heart of God’s plan is that death, 
all death, even congregational death, will be swallowed up in the 
victory of resurrection.” 

If you have read books on church leadership and congregational 
change, you will quickly note that this book is different. It is because 
Bush wants us to take our theology seriously, even as applied to 
congregational change. This is not a how-to-do-it manual. Indeed, 
it reads more like a series of extended sermons, with each chapter 
including expositions of Scriptural passages. The theology is 
classically Reformed. In reminding the reader of the centrality of the 
resurrection for all life, Bush is encouraging congregations to put their 
hope for their future in God’s hands rather than in human ingenuity 
and effort. Bush believes that only a church willing to turn its back on 
its old life will be able to trust God to fulfill its hopes for a new life. 
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Inexpected 


For a congregation to be reborn, it first must die. 


Consequently, the book is mostly an exploration of the 
process of such a congregational death and the subsequent 
experience of loss and grief. I found myself at times wanting the 
book to move on to talk of change and renewal, which are left 
to the very end. But the book models what it proposes: one must 
fully experience the slow movement towards loss and letting 
go before a congregation can arrive at the needed humility and 
openness to God. That, Bush asserts, is when resurrection can 
become something people anticipate and be open to. 

Because Bush believes that true change can come only from 
God, he provides no processes for us to do this work. “Being raised 
from death to life is a complete surprise, unexpected grace.” Yet the 
stories he tells of resurrected churches all imply that at some level 
some kind of discernment took place in order to define God’s new 
life-giving direction for these congregations. Readers who wish to 
utilize this book will be served by formulating such a discernment 
process. The book also downplays the role of leaders in creating 


‘At the heart of God's plan is that death ... willbe 
swallowed up in resurrection’ 


a renewed vision for their congregation’s future. “Leaders do not 
know when God might act ... Neither can leaders know what 
the newly raised-to-life congregations will look like. The shape 
of the new church is something God will determine.” Yet again 
in his illustrations we find congregational leaders who pray and 
study, propose and plan, and help the resurrection to happen. 
The book reminds us to first trust God for the future, but quietly 
acknowledges with Paul that we are God’s co-workers. 

I read this book while travelling to a national meeting at 
which we spent significant time considering the struggles of many 
congregations and presbyteries. Death is something that is feared 
in church life. Bush asks us, “Why?” Given that we worship and 
serve a God who knows how to bring life out of death, churches 
should instead live their belief that “in dying we are born.” This 
book is a reminder that we should practice what we preach. 


Rev. Peter Coutts is minister at St. Andrew’s, Calgary. He is the creator 
of a leadership resource site for the Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
found at www.coutts.name. 
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many of central India’s remote 
lages, people often lack access to 
sic health care, primary education 
id opportunities for learning new 
ills. Families are unable to receive 
oper healthcare services due to the 
ng distances to hospitals and not 
\derstanding what symptoms require 
edical attention. 

But things are changing in 
1eda'Khal. The village of fewer than 
)0 people is just one of many 
ymmunities supported by PWS&D 
alizing new opportunities for a 
2althy future. In partnership with the 
hurch of North India, PWS&D is 
orking with local community health 
slunteers (CHVs) to teach them new 
<ills to share with their communities. 
he training includes vital subjects 
ich as how to prevent illness, the 
nportance of proper sanitation and 
ean water, literacy training, how to 
ombat malnutrition, provide pre- and 
ost-natal care, and work with local 
ospitals. The CHVs are also learning 
ow to access government programs 


WS&D is the development, relief and refugee sponsorship agency O 


Healthy Futures in India 


June 2008 edition 


that they would otherwise never 
have known about. 


¢ Meena was bitten by a dog and 
was unsure what to do. The local 
CHV, Ranu, explained that it was 
important to go to the hospital. The 
dog had rabies and because Meena 
went to the local hospital in 
Hatpiplya, she received the 
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necessary treatment and was soon PRS ie 


back with her family. When the dog 
passed away from the disease, 
Meena realized that the CHV had 
helped save her life. 
¢ Mohan was in very bad shape. 
He had strange swelling in his feet 
and legs and had been suffering for 
some time. With the help of the CHV, 
Mohan was taken to the closest 
hospital. It was revealed that he had 
gangrene in his feet and had to have a 
toe amputated but his legs had been 
saved. Mohan is now feeling better 
and is very grateful to the CHV for 
explaining the importance of going to 
the hospital and taking him for 
treatment. 
¢ Anar was 
struggling with 
chronic poverty as a 
, widow without any 
sons. She was 
unable to continue 
paying her 
electricity bill but the 
CHV learned of a 
government 
program to help 
people below the 
© poverty line. The 
CHV worked with 


Dr. Dutta at Hatpiplya Hospital 


Anar to complete the required forms 
and prove that she was living on less 
than $10 per month. Anar is now able 
to receive free electricity and she can 
use her money for food and household 
necessities. 

« Many community members were 
provided with seeds from a 
government program, thanks to the 
work of the CHV. Since most people in 
the community are illiterate, they were 
unaware of the program to help small 
farmers. The CHV was able to explain 
the requirements and help everyone 
fill in the paperwork so they could 
receive seeds for planting. 

For many residents of Kheda’Khal, 
the only option for healthcare was the 
local witch doctor, and government 
programs to help impoverished 
communities were unheard of. But 
now, with the help of CHVs supported 
by PWS&D, the health of the 
community is improving and 
government assitance is utilized, 
creating real opportunities for the 
future. 


Canadian Churches 
Making a Difference 


wall hangings and displays to educate ™ 
people about the work of PWS&D and 
encourage support. Barb Summers, 
PWS&D Communications Coordinator, 
gave a presentation and participants 
were encouraged to make a special 
donation using “tickets” from 
: " S81 a large murale of the world 
, that highlighted PWS&D 
program countries. 

The event was a huge 
success and raised nearly 
$2,500 for PWS&D’s work 
around the world! 


On Saturday, February 9, Knox New 
Westminster in BC, held a special 
dinner and fundraising event for 
PWS&D. The mission committee put 
on an exceptional event, with special 


possi moe 


The Knox New Westminster 
Mission Committee: (left-right) 
Rev. Michael Koslowski, Sylvia 
Ingalls, Shelly Chandler, 
Victoria Chandler, Sarah 
Riedner and Marcia Douglas 


On Sunday, February 10, St. James Church in Chatham, Ont. 
held “The Great Shave Off’ breakfast to celebrate a special 
fundraising campaign for PWS&D. All funds from the event went 
towards providing mosquito nets and helping prevent malaria. 
The fundraiser was led by Sandee Brown-Davidson, and Rev. 
John Giurin agreed to shave his head in recognition of the 
congregation's exceptional fundraising efforts. | EM latiet eeres 
Ken Kim, PWS&D Director, spoke to the group about the work =A td 
of PWS&D and was proudly presented with a cheque for an 
incredible $17,200! 


Ken Kim, PWS&D Director, was presented with a 
cheque for $17,200 by Sandee Brown-Davidson — 


Supporting Vulnerable 
Children in Malawi 


rphaned children in Malawi have a 
ason to believe in their future, 
anks to the love and protection from 
ople like Mary Macheso and the 
nerous support of caring Canadian 
esbyterians through PWS&D. 
Women are the main caregivers in 
ypical Malawian urban slum like 
colokoti. But Mary Macheso does 
ore than just care for her own family. 
ary noticed that children who have 
st one or both parents due to AIDS 
e very vulnerable to abuse and 
istreatments. The orphaned children 
e often left with extended family 
embers, where families may be 
ccessively large, or elderly 
andparents are caring for young 
iidren when the few resources they 
ave are already over-extended. 
ome orphaned children are left to be 
ared for by older siblings. These 
jild-headed families are extremely 
jInerable to property grabbing by 
her relatives, abuse and a lack of 
spect for basic human rights. 
Witnessing the plight of orphaned 
nd vulnerable children, Mary decided 
} mobilize her neighbours to look for 
olutions. 


A committee was 
formed in 2005 and 
Mary became the 
chair of an Orphan 
Families in Crisis 
support group. The 
centre is a safe place 
for children to learn 
and play. Committee | 
members volunteer 
their time to run a 
drop-in centre to 
reduce the stress of extended families 
that are providing care for these 
children. Committee members also 
contribute small amounts of money 
towards running the centre, as well as 
occasionally providing food and other 
services. 

Mary does more than just provide 
food and shelter for these children— 
she is an advocate for them. Through 
the training she has received from the 
PWS8&D supported program, Mary 
works hard within the intricate 
communal network where she lives, 
educating people to fight the stigma 
and discrimination that orphans and 
vulnerable children too often face. 

The result is that communities 


Mary Macheso (front), sits with m 
Orphan Families in Crisis support group 


coe 


embers of the 


become sensitized to the problems of 
AIDS orphans and the hazards of 
survival for child-headed and 
extended families. The entire 
community becomes not only aware of 
the needs of orphan families in crisis, 
but they embrace them and feel 
responsible for their wellbeing. 
PWS8&D is working to ensure the 
survival of child-headed families and 
vulnerable children through poverty- 
reduction strategies and community 
involvement. The program works to 
provide immediate relief combined 
with long-term strategies to bring 
about lasting change for a new future 
of hope and opportunity. 


Opportunities for i 
Orphaned Children 


Benson Khobili's father passed away 
when he was only 12 years old, 
followed by his mother two years later. 
With three younger siblings to take 
care of, Benson had no choice but to 
go out and look for ways to earn 
money. 

Near Benson’s home was a 
PWS&D supported community-based 
orphan care centre, and one day he 
knocked on their door and offered to 
do odd jobs around the grounds. He 
was welcomed in and was quickly 
recognized by his hardworking attitude 
and dedication. One of the centre’s 
committee members, Mr. Nathaya, 
was so impressed with Benson that he 
referred him to the Orphan Families in 
Crisis (OFIC) program, part of 
PWS&D’s work that provides 
opportunities to vulnerable children in 
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Benson Khobili (left) shakes hands with OFIC staff 


the country. 

Benson 
started receiving 
support for 
school fees and 
his siblings were 
able to go to the 
orphan care 
centre while he 
attended school. 
Benson was encouraged in his studies 
and Mr. Nathaya continued to be a 
friend and a mentor. 

When Mr. Nathaya passed away 
in 2004, Benson felt like he had lost a 
parent all over again. But Benson 
remembered Mr. Nathaya’s words of 
encouragement and remained a 
diligent student at school, studying 
hard and dedicating himself to 
learning. 


H 


Children at the community-based orphan care centre 


\ 


Now at age 20, Benson has just 
started his first year as a pre-med 
student at the University of Malawi. 
Becoming a doctor is still a long and 
difficult journey ahead, but Benson is 
determined to succeed. He plans to 
make the most of the help he is able 
to receive from the OFIC program, 
and create a future with better 
opportunities for himself and his 
siblings. 


Enclosed is my donation 


Name: 


Address: 


Benson at the University of Malawi 


to PWS8&D for: 


Email: 


| would like to receive PWSDevelopments regularly (free 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D or 
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make an online donation at www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd. 
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OPINION 


Against Empty 


In support of Ontario 
replacing the Lord's Prayer. 
BY JONATHAN SCOTT 


t’s not everyday that I am prepared 

to say “well done” to a politician. But 

Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty wins 
my support. The premier—cognizant of 
the diversity and freedoms of Ontario as 
the most culturally rich area of the world— 
wants to write a more appropriate public 
reflection for the legislature. 

The Lord’s Prayer is currently recited 
everyday before business is begun at 
Queen’s Park. It’s a nice tradition. Clearly, 
the members take the words to heart. 

They greedily recite the phrase “give us 
this day our daily bread” and then proceed to 
get their bread, cake and ham from the trough 
of public finances through nice sleights-of- 
hand. They chant, “forgive us our debts” and 
then add “and don’t mind if we use public 
funds to do so.” And they certainly bring new 
respect to the word “hallowed” by drowning 
out their colleagues—and even the Lieutenant 
Governor, Her Majesty’s representative—with 
revolting taunts, tantrums and honking in 
our democratic chamber. 

Ontario—and Canada for that matter— 
isn’t a theocracy. We aren’t a society of one 
religion or one interpretation on a religion. 
We're a diverse, multicultural centre of 
tolerance and freedom. This dream of 
diversity is our best promise as a people. 
Embracing our collective strength is the best 
way to advance our society, economy and 
politics. Tax cuts and social programs are 
only good if our citizenship is strong and 
vibrant in optimism. 

Everyone needs to feel a part of our 
community. A community is only truly 
worthy of its promise when everyone, 
every last person, is welcome, respected 
and valued. A prayer said in our democratic 
chamber should be democratic, reflective of 
our community. 


Prayers 


The Lord’s Prayer isn’t a universal 
prayer. In traditionalist Christian circles, 
it forms the model of what should be in 
a prayer. Catholics recite what is written 
in the Bible; some Protestants add a nice 
additional summation. Some Christians 
shun the recitation of the prayer model as 
merely a way to appear a pious prat. 

As Presbyterians, the prayer is embraced 
as a model of an ideal prayer. It is recited as 
a time-honoured part of our services. 

The traditional prayer is 
encompasses what we would want to ask 
of a divine benefactor, a heavenly guardian. 


nice. It 


But not everyone agrees there is such an 
entity. We do need to be egalitarian in 
parliament, a place to represent everyone 
no matter their religious affiliation. 

Is it a testament to a community to 
have the legislators blindly chanting 
words, attaching no meaning to their 
utterances, with some members standing 
by letting their say the 
meaningless syllables on their own? Is a 
thoughtless chant worthy of God? 

A prayer should be reflective of the goals 


colleagues 


and actions of the person praying. Anything 
less isn’t a prayer; it’s a ceremonial lie. There 
is enough lying in parliaments without 
affronting the ears of the divine too. 

A moment of reflection, the singing 
of our national anthem—perhaps even 
a quick message of what the duties of a 
parliamentarian are—would be more fitting 
than meaningless recitations. Finding a 
more inclusive meditation is a worthwhile 
endeavour; it is a way to bring a community 
together around a common dialogue. 
Silence and thought works as well, a chance 
to focus the mind before dealing with 
business. If some collective recitation is 
required, something simple, something to 
remind our politicians what they need to 
work for, will suffice. 

Words shouldn’t be said without 
thought. We shouldn’t insult Jesus’ model 
of prayer by saying it without meaning. If 
politicians have nothing meaningful to say, 
they shouldn’t say anything at all. 


Jonathan Scott is a Grade 12 student in 
Bradford, Ont., and a member of St John’s. 
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Gian 


Corey Ball 
Diploma of the College 
St. John’s, Bradford, Ont. 


Hyung-In Kim 
Our Presbyterian Church 
(KPCA), Etobicoke, Ont. 


Chang -Yong Park 
Diploma of the College 
Dahdrim, Toronto 


Bradley Shoemaker 
Diploma of the College 
Knox, Oakville, Ont. 
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Knox College MASTER »/ DIVINITY 


Karen Dimock 
Diploma of the College 
St. Andrew’s, Guelph, Ont. 


Scott McAllister 
Diploma of the College 
Knox-Calvin, Harriston, Ont. 


Matthew Ruttan 
Diploma of the College 
St. Andrew’s, Toronto 


Emily Stares 
Diploma of the College 
St. Paul's, Hamilton, Ont. 


Jennifer Geddes 
Diploma of the College 
South Gate, Hamilton, Ont. 


Courtney Morris 
Diploma of the College 
Beaches, Toronto 


Mona Scrivens 
Diploma of the College 
Grace, West Hill, Toronto 


Chol Jung Yong 
Vancouver Hebron 


MASTER o/ DIVINITY | 
| (Honours) \\ 


Seok-Jai Lee 
Joyful Community, Toronto 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY veri 


Patricia Yorkden 
Knox, Spadina, Toronto 


Glenn McCullough 
Knox, Spadina, Toronto 


MASTER of RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 


Jennifer Carver 
Central Queens United 
Pastoral Charge, P.E.I. 


DOCTOR »/ THEOLOGY 


Hyun Hwa Kim 
Yum-Kwang Presbyterian 
Church(KPCA), Markham, 


l \ 
Jinbong Choi Dong-Ha Kim 
Tonghap, Presbyterian Toronto Korean 
Church of Korea 
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Ashley Barkman 
Mount Olive 


Walton Memorial United, 
Oakville, Ont. 


MASTER «of THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 


Elisabeth Buffey-Needham Elizabeth Campbell 


2OOS GRADS 


Enid Pottinger 
St. Paul’s, Hamilton, Ont. 


Jo-Ann Dickson 
Alexandra, Brantford, Ont. 


Rosedale, Toronto 


The Presbyterian 
College, Montreal 


Peggy Anne Kipfer 
Diploma in Ministry 
Central, Cambridge, Ont. 


Samer Kandalaft 
Certificate of the General 
Assembly for a Special 
Course of Study Presbyte- 
rian Church, Homs, Syria 


& 


Kenneth Wayne Luke Vanderkamp 


MacQuarrie Diploma in Ministry 
Master of Divinity and Emmanuel, 
Diploma of the College Schomberg, Ont. 


St. Mark’s, Charlottetown, P.E.I. 


Vancouver School of Theology 
MASTER of DIVINITY 


Beverley Y. Shepansky Ming Jen Chiang 


St. Andrew’s, Swift Current,Sask. Vancouver Taiwanese 


Deborah May Kerr Stanbury 
Richmond Hill, Ont. 


MASTER 0/ 
THEOLOGY 


MASTER of ARTS 
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 


Joshua (Jin Soo) Kang, 
Presbyterian Church of Korea 


Janet (Paddy) Eastwood 
Richmond, B.C. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
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Martin Baxter 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland 
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Called toBe 


And ready to serve. BY KEN MACQUARRIE 


henever I meet new people 
in my day-to-day life, our 
conversation usually begins 
typical talk about the 
weather or something else generally 
trivial. That is until the other asks “So, 


with small 


what do you do?” 

My reply has often been, “I’m studying 
to be a minister.” 

To which they generally respond, “Oh, 
that’s good to hear—our country needs 
good leaders.” 

And so I clarify, “No, not a politician; 
a minister in the Christian church.” 

Even people who are members of 
a church congregation are generally 
surprised, albeit pleased, to hear of my 
aspirations. It is not typical for young 
people today to seek the ministry, and 
so I am often asked, “Why do you want 
to do that?” 

I suppose the best answer to this 
question is that I don’t want to do 
that, I am called to do that. Ministry 
is not a career like most professions, 
but rather a calling or vocation—it is 
initiated by God, and responded to by 
the person and the church. In fact, God 
“ministers” 


calls all Christians to be 
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participating in God’s ministry to the 
world. (1 Peter 2:9-12) And so, whether 
we are called to minister in business, or 
education, or caregiving, or the church, 
all Christians are called to a vocation 
which far surpasses our jobs or careers. 


It is not typical for young people 
today to seek the ministry, and 
so | am often asked, “Why do 
you want to do that?” 


The minister of Word and Sacrament 
is called to serve in the roles of teacher, 
preacher and leader and to lead the 
the 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. This is for 


congregation in sacraments of 
the continual renewal and nurturing of 
the church for ministry. 

I had my first inkling of a call to 
ministry when I was about 15 years 
old. It was not an earth-shattering event, 
just the simple thought, “I could be a 
minister.” It’s kind of hard to describe 
the feeling, but it seemed kind of foreign 
to me, as if the thought had not come 
from within, but from above. It was kind 
of confusing and kind of invigorating—I 
didn’t quite know how to make sense of 


it. And so I kept quiet about it. 

However, as time passed I began to hear 
elders and congregation members from 
my church remark that I would “make a 


good minister.” They were confirming the 


call that I had felt. 

If I was confused before, I was scared 
now—“Me, 
minister!” And perhaps that is the point— 
none of us, whether minister of Word and 
Sacrament or lay member ofa congregation 
are capable of the ministry to which we 
are called. It is by the grace of God that we 
have the privilege of participating in the 
ministry of Jesus Christ. 

Having been called to the role of 
minister of Word and Sacrament, it is my 
passion to help the church to understand 
the gospel, seek to live according to it, 
and faithfully witness to it, that the 
congregation’s “love may abound more and 
more.” (Philippians 1:9) I look forward to 
the joys and challenges of joining alongside 
a congregation in worship and service, and 
sharing in life and ministry together. @ 


a minister? I can’t be a 


You can see Ken MacQuarrie’s smiling face un- 
der the graduate listings from The Presbyterian 
College, Montreal, on the previous page. 
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A severe cough, a young 
baby and a cold, cold 
room in Germany. 


BY PATRICIA SCHNEIDER 


t was a small room, barely hold- 
ing the single bed occupying it. 
The tiny casement window was a 
half-inch deep in frost and the room 
was bitterly cold. 
Nearby, in her crib, our tiny year- 
old daughter was snuggled in her 
feather quilt, immune to the frigid at- 
mosphere that permeated the room. 
I cuddled up to my husband .... not 
only from affection but because the 
cold had chilled me thoroughly. I could 
feel another spasm of coughing surfac- 
ing. “Oh, no,” I sighed, “not again.” It 
was the fourth time that night. 
Quietly I slid out of bed and head- 
ed for the kitchen, where a pan of wa- 
ter sat on a gas ring. I turned it up and 
a gentle steam slowly rose. Quickly I 
pulled a nearby towel over my head 
and breathed in the vapour. It was the 
only thing that relieved my coughing 
and gradually the spasm lessened. 
What was I to do? I had been sick 
since we had been posted to Germany. 
It was just 10 years after the war and 
there was no accommodation any- 
where. There was nothing available in 
the married quarters and all we could 
find to live in was a third floor walk-up 
in an unheated building. We had two 
tiny rooms (including a kitchen) and 
our own toilet, but the bathtub was 
on the lower floor and available only 


once weekly. So many miles away from 
home; so sick and a baby to care for ... 
it was becoming a desperate situation. 

The bronchitis that had haunted 
my childhood had reared its ugly head. 
I knew I couldn’t carry on much lon- 
ger. There had been weeks of coughing 
and wheezing. My chest ached, my 
head ached and my heart ached. Des- 
perate, I cried out to God: “Please help 
me, Lord.” Finally, 1 mopped up my 
tears, crawled in beside my husband 
and fell into an exhausted sleep. 

My eyes were heavy when the 
alarm rang, but babies expect warm 


ONE LIFE 


bottles, so I pulled myself reluctantly 
out of bed and headed for the kitch- 
en. I had mastered starting a fire from 
scratch and it didn’t take long for the 
room to warm. 

I bent over our daughter and gen- 
tly lifted her, quilt and all. Her big 
blue eyes watched in anticipation as 
I reached for her warm bottle and | 
sat with my feet balanced on the 
open oven door enjoying the tiny bit 
of heat radiating from the oven. Tears 
fell as I held her close. My bronchi- 
tis was a chronic problem ... causing 
my own mother much grief years > 
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Wills that Changed the World 


William the Conqueror 
Conquered England and turned the King’s English into French 


William Tyndale 
Translated the Bible into English 


William Shakespeare 
English playwright and poet - 


William Penn 
English Quaker who founded Pennsylvania on 
the principle of religious freedom 


William Gates 
Founder of Microsoft and co-founder of 
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 


Alfred Nobel 


Inventor of dynamite and founder of the Nobel Prizes 


Surprised to find an Alfred among all the Wills? You 
shouldn’t be. Sometimes our Last Will and Testament can 
be the most lasting legacy we leave behind. Alfred Nobel’s 
will changed his legacy from “the man who invented 
dynamite” to “the man who founded the Nobel Prizes.” 
With a stroke of the pen, Nobel changed the way we 
remember his name and turned the destructive power 
of dynamite into a force to help build a better world. 


What is your legacy going to be? 


To learn how you can provide a lasting legacy 
through your will, contact: 


The Planned Giving Office, The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7, 1-800-619-7301 
www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving/willsandbequests 


Planting reeds of hope. For generations t0 come: 


36 Presbyterian Record 


before. Her “goose-grease” chest rubs | 


had never helped much and even 


steaming was no cure. But now I was 


the mother and a very sick one. 


I could hear my husband getting | 
dressed and glanced up as he came | 


into the room. 

“You’ve been crying and you look 
exhausted.” His brow furrowed. He ate 
quickly, kissed us both goodbye and || 
was out the door. 


It was a quiet morning and long | 


before I expected him for lunch I 


could hear his feet pounding up the | 


stairwells and the door flew open. 


“Eat your lunch, sweetheart, get | 


the baby, and we are heading for the 


station. I’ve got an appointment for | 


you with a specialist!” 


I must have looked bewildered for. 
ia) CHENGEX=18 
plained: “I couldn’t stand to see you | 


he said again, “Come on 


| 


| 
| 


| 


sick any more, so I went to see the 
commanding officer about a compas- 


sionate posting home. He listened, 
made a quick phone call and arranged 
this appointment for you.” 

That was my first miracle of the 
day. God had heard my prayers. The 
second one was that afternoon. The 
specialist examined me and advised, 


“You don’t have bronchitis, you have | 


severe asthma.” Then he added the 
wonderful words, 
you get better.” 

So many years ago ... and God is 
still answering my prayers. @ 


Patricia Schneider lives in Grande Prairie, 
Alberta. 
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MISSION 
PART 1 


‘To Be Sent 


If everything is mission then nothing Is mission. BY CHARLES FENSHAM 


tephen Neill once said, “If every- 
thing is mission then nothing is 
mission.” The way we use the 
word “mission” around the church 
does perhaps reduce it to something 
so familiar that it loses its meaning. 
What is mission? In churches we 
speak of “mission statements,” or we 
talk about participation in a “mission 
project” when we make a trip to 
Central America to paint a school. 
Sometimes we speak of a “mission” 
when our congregation reaches out 
into the community in service and 
witness. Others in the church asso- 
ciate the word mission with some- 
thing churches do overseas, and 
we tend to call our overseas church 
personnel “missionaries.” 
The word mission has a long and 
honourable tradition. It is the Latin 
form of the word we find in the New 


Testament known as apostolic or 
apostle. As a verb, it simply means to 
be sent. In the context of the church 
and the Gospel, it means to be sent by 
God. Perhaps the most fundamental 
missionary text in the New Testament 
is to be found in the Gospel of John 
20:21, when Jesus says to his disciples, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father sent 
me, so I send you.” 

This sending of the disciples has 
parallels in the other Gospels and 
the Book of Acts. John, however, 
describes God as the God who 
sends. In addition, in Jesus, God’s 
sending merges with God coming 
to us. Our God is a missioning God. 
God moves from inside who God is 
beyond God to us. This movement 
from inside God to us as God’s crea- 
tures became known as “The Mission 
of God” in the 20th century. The 


famous Swiss theologian Karl Barth 
first described God in this way. In 
1932, a time of great ferment after 
the First World War, Barth gave a 
lecture at the missionary conference 
in Brandenburg, Germany, in which 
he described mission as a matter of 
divine purpose—the mission of God. 
This small lecture would launch an 
idea that reverberates unto our day 
in Christian circles. Theologians 
soon turned the idea of God as the 
missioning God into a Latin phrase, 
Missio Dei, as they are wont to do. 
In 1938, at the large mission confer- 
ence of the International Missionary 
Council in Tambaram, India, this 
phrase came into its own. There it 
became clear that the emphasis on 
the word mission should first of all 
be on the action of God and only 
secondarily on our actions or > 
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summer directory 


St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Toronto 
(on King St. just West of University Ave.) 
Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday Communion 12:15 p.m. 
Wheelchair accessible 
Free public parking on Sundays 
University Ave., South of Wellington St. 
Info: 416-593-5600 
http://www.standrewstoronto.org 
Senior Minister: Rev. William Ingram 


St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Victoria 
downtown at Douglas and 
Broughton Streets 
For worship times call 250-384-5734 
or visit http://standrews.pacificcoast.net 
Wheelchair accessible 
Free public parking on Sundays 
in parkade behind church 
E-mail: standrewsvic@telus.net 
Minister: Rev. lan Victor 
Pastoral Visitor: Rev. Dr. Arthur Currie 


Vacationing in Montreal? 
We invite you to worship with us at 
Knox Crescent Kensington & 

First Presbyterian 
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

Child care available, Wheelchair accessible 

6225 Godfrey Ave. (corner, Grand Blvd.) 
N.D.G. 514-486-4559 
Interim Moderator: Rev. Glynis Williams 


Moving to London 
for College or University? 

A sincere invitation to attend 
New St. James Presbyterian Church 
280 Oxford St. E. at Wellington St. N. 

London, Ontario 
519-434-1127 
Rev. Andrew Reid 
July & August Worship: 10:00 a.m. 
www.newstjames.com 


TO INQUIRE ABOUT THE JULY/AUGUST 
SUMMER DIRECTORY PLEASE CONTACT 


CAROL MCCORMICK 


Tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 Fax: 905-833-2116 
Email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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missions in the world. 

At that time, people were thinking 
of mission as something associated 
with churches in Europe and North 
America sending people to do mission 
overseas. However, very soon, after 
the Second World 


tion of the World Council of Churches, | 
the conversation continued about the} 
meaning and significance of mission. In 
1967, the WCC published two reports 
on the idea that each congregation is in 
its essence missionary. Biblical scholars 

started to realize 


War, there was a that the New Testa- | 
deep process of self- ment was written 
examination that in the context of a 
started to take shape missional church 
in our churches. The missional 
The fact that the dynamic of the 
“Christian nations” church became a_ 
could so- brutally key principle in | 
kill each other made helping us under- | 
everyone question stand the New Testa- | 
old assumptions ment. Theologians | 
about how “Chris- started to claim 
tian” we really are. that mission is the 
In addition, with mother of theology. | 
the independence It is no wonder that) 
movement among at that time Bishop 
colonies, a new * ~ Stephen Neill got 
Be NT ee emete Mission i is not in nthe first place bit frustrated 
paternalism of the something we do to other and uttered his 
church and its resis- P€0ple—mission is God's famous complaint 


tance to supporting 
indigenous leaders 
started to surface. 


John Gatu from Kenya called for a 


moratorium of mission. As people 
started to ask “what is mission?” the 
answer that mission is in the first place 
the mission of God started to gain more 
strength. Mission is not something we 
do to other people—mission is God’s 
loving care and outreach to God’s 
creation. We join that mission in our 
missional activities. With the forma- 


St. Andrew's 


loving care and outreach 
to God's creation 


against everything 
becoming mission. | 

What then 
is mission? How should we use the | 
word? Next month we will look at 
some helpful definitions that may save | 
us from Stephen Neill’s complaint. a 


Rev. Dr. Charles Fensham is professor 
of systemic theology at Knox College, 
Toronto. His latest book is Emerging 
From the Dark Age Ahead. This is the 
first of three articles on mission. 


Presbyteryan 


is searching fora 


LEAD MINISTER 


For information, visit our web site: 


Church Markham 


Please forward your resume to: 
The Rev. Donald Muir 
Interim Moderator 
50 Wynford Drive 
Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 

www.standrews-markham.ca/search.htm  dmuir@presbyterian.ca 
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une 22: Genesis 21:8-21 


wonder if Isaac and Ishmael ever 

asked, “What would Dad do?” 

Their dad was the father of all 
\rabs, and the grandfather of Israel. 

We all look back to Father Abraham. 
‘or Christians, it’s a figurative connec- 
ion. We say we’re spiritual heirs. 
\rab Muslims, Christians, and Semitic 
ews can climb down the branches of 
heir family tree and find Abraham at 
he root. 

Abraham’s name means “father 
yf a multitude,” but it doesn’t make 
1im much of a father. Abraham and 
sarah have God’s promise. But a 
jromise doesn’t make a baby. When 
ul attempts fail, they resort to an 
iccepted family practice. If there’s no 
on and heir, take another wife. Sarah 


gives Abraham her slave, Hagar—who 
gets pregnant on the wedding night. 

Sarah can’t live with that. She 
orders Abraham to send Hagar into 
the wilderness, to die. Abraham does 
it. But God brings Hagar back to the 
family. A dozen years pass, and Sarah 
finally conceives. 

We pick up the story at the party 
Abraham throws to celebrate his son’s 
weaning. (Mothers, brace yourselves. 
In those days children were weaned 
sometime in their third year.) 

Sarah has time on her hands now, 
and the penny drops. The family law 
that makes Hagar and her boy part of 
the family says Ishmael will inherit 
Abraham’s estate. Abe is over 100, so 
that day will come soon. 

Does this mean Ishmael will inherit 
God’s promise, too? The promise of a 


PROGRESSIVE 
LECTIONARY 


A ‘Tough Story 


mighty nation, which will be a blessing 
to the whole world. 

Abraham gives in to Sarah again. 
This time, God tells him it’s the right 
thing to do. 

The right thing? To tear your family 
apart? To send a woman you care for, 
and your firstborn son, out to die in 
the desert? Custom and family law 
allow it! But is it right? 

Abraham obeys, on the promise 
God will look after Hagar and Ishmael. 
God does, but not until it looks like 
they’re going to die. 

Don’t blame God here, and please 
forgive the Genesis storytellers. They 
have no choice, and they can’t allow 
Abraham a choice. Isaac is their child 
of promise. From this point on it’s 
Israel’s story. Period. 

But don’t forget. Ishmael is a > 


June 2008 | Presbyterian Record 39 


PROGRESSIVE 
LECTIONARY 


child of promise, too. That’s another 
Story. 

Isaac’s grandchildren wondered 
why they and their neighbours, often 
their enemies, looked so much alike. 
Even acted alike a lot of the time. 
They found their answer in the story 
of Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar. I don’t 
suppose it was a very helpful answer. 
As generations passed, Isaac’s descen- 
dants forgot God’s promise to Hagar. 
Isaac’s spiritual kin, we Christians, 
haven’t given our cousin Ishmael 
much notice. Some of us are afraid 
of his descendants, and call them our 
enemies. 

This is a tough story to tell today. 
It reminds us that most of the Bible’s 


stories about marriage and family 
don’t promote our _ family-values 
agenda. It also brings us smack-dab 
into the middle of one of the biggest 


Can Christians, Jews, and Muslims 
live together without strife? 


problems in the world today. Can 
Christians, Jews, and Muslims live 
together without strife? This isn’t just 
about Palestine. Or Iraq. Or Afghani- 
stan. I live in Nova Scotia, where the 
second language used to be German. 
Now it’s Arabic. In a place where the 
religious mix hasn’t changed much in 
centuries, Islam is growing. Peacefully, 
but not without resentment and some 


fear among the majority. 


We make an absolute truth-claim 
We share this world) 
with people who make other claims. | 


about Jesus. 


Some, though not as many as we fear, 
assert their claims with violence. In 


the world’s history, the days when. 


the Church advanced its cause with 
the sword, are not long past. Today’s 
reading reminds us that the seeds of 
fear, extremism, and violence grow 


well in the soil of sacred story. It also 


tells us God is free to make promises to 
whom God will. Would we all be better 
neighbours if we remembered God has 
a purpose for us all? 


Rev. Laurence DeWolfe lives in Halifax. 


*You have a passion 

to help us build a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. . 
*You are able to make the Word of God relevant. 

*You know and imitate Christ. 
*You have a heart for missions. 

*Are you ready to help us 
become fishers of men, women 

and children? 


Contact: Interim Moderator 
Rev, Mike 
Maroney, 

First Presbyterian 

Church, 

60 Fifth St. 
Chatham, ON 
N7M 4V7 
§19-352-23.13 


maroney@ firstchatham.org 
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Drawn. to 


the Church 


n a recent Sunday night I re- 

turned from a trip and noticed 

that the customary sparkle in 
my wife’s eyes had been replaced by 
sadness. “I have bad news,” she said, 
putting an arm around me. “Cordell is 
gone. Killed in a car accident.” 

I slumped to the floor in disbe- 
lief. “No,” was all I could manage. My 
friend. One of my biggest encouragers. 
Gone. It couldn’t be. 


On Friday morning, I had talked 
with him. 

“This is the happiest day of my 
life,” he had said. “I’ve given the fam- 
ily business over to my son. I’m ready 
for the next step.” A few hours later 
he had taken that step—into the pres- 
ence of God. 

The world slows down remark- 
ably when a friend dies. Things you 
once thought important don’t mean a 


PHIL CALLAWAY 


Like moths to a flame. 
BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


thing. Things you worried about yes- 
terday vanish today. Money won’t buy 
what you want and sometimes you 
find yourself wishing for five more 
minutes to say what you didn’t say 
when you know you should have. 
Sometimes you can measure a 
man’s influence by the volume of ciga- 
rette butts in the church parking lot at 
his funeral. There were plenty at this 
one. Fifteen hundred people don’t > 


CALLAWAY 


show up to much in a small town, but 
they gathered to say goodbye today. 
Many were “pre-Christians,” as Cord- 
ell liked to call them. Dozens consid- 
ered him their best friend. As a mem- 
ber of what the insurance world calls 
the Million Dollar Round Table, Cord- 
ell had worked hard and experienced 
much of what we call success. But he 
always seemed to have time for peo- 
ple. Teenagers in our town called him 
their mentor. He was my high school 
hockey coach, my cheerleader, and 
one of my biggest fans. 

“Who makes a humourist laugh?” 
someone once asked me. “Guys like 
Cordell,” I replied. “My father was 
part Scotch,” he told me over a glass 
of Pepsi a week before his death, “part 
Ginger Ale.” 

This morning as we left for the fu- 
neral, I told my sons I would pay them 
a dime for every adjective they wrote 
down that was used to described Cord- 
ell. Their pockets are jingling tonight. 


Elders’ Institute 


St. Andrew’s Hall 
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- Bipe Basics 


Online Course 2008 
Reading the Hebrew Bible 
With New Eyes 
Join this course to explore the ways 
ancient writers expressed their faith 
and the context in which they lived. 


Join other ruling elders online! 


Sept. 15 - Oct. 24, 2008 
Instructor: Rev, Dr. Pat Dutcher-Walls 
Registration Fee: $100 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 


Tel. 1.866.794:8888 


“He loved God and he loved baseball,” 
wrote my son Stephen. Comforter. En- 
courager. Servant. He was honest in 
business. He enjoyed life. 

When my wife and I were first mar- 
ried, Cordell took us out for lunch 
hoping to sell us life insurance. And he 
told us that no matter what our deci- 
sion the very best life insurance policy 
wasn’t for sale. The assurance that we 
can live forever with Jesus by simple 
faith in God is the best present we’ll 
ever receive and free for the asking. It is 
a message that has changed our lives. 

Hours before Cordell’s death I spent 
some time on the phone with one of 
my favorite authors, Philip Yancey. 
He was talking about people who 
have increased his faith and helped 
him survive hypocrisy in the church. 
We compared notes a little. Our back- 
grounds have similarities, yet both of 
us find ourselves drawn to the church 
like moths to a flame. Sometimes we 
experience the light. And sometimes 


we get burned. But certain ones along 
the way keep bringing us back. They. 


are the tail waggers. The Cordells. 
I wish for every church a Cordell. 
For every community and every home. 


If something blessed him, he said so. | 
He couldn’t sing to save his life, nor | 


could he change a light bulb. But he | 


could light up your face with a compli- 
ment. He looked past your faults and 
embellished your attributes. He used 
exclamation marks when he described 
you. I picture him walking around 
heaven now, patting angels between 
the wings, saying, “Wow! Good job! 
You’re amazing! You’ve been doing 
this how many years?” 

“Let’s get together soon,” were 
Cordell’s last words to me. 

One day soon I'll keep that appoint- 
ment. I can hardly wait. @ 


Phil Callaway is editor of Servant magazine | 
and the author of 15 books. Visit him online — 


at www.philcallaway.com 
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Record 


classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 

Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 
Artists & Craftsmen 


of Stained Glass since 1856 


30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 


BULL Ad since 1904 
GLASS un. 


15 Joseph Street, Kitchener 
Ontario, Canada N2G 1H9 


1-519-658-0724 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


e custom designed memorial windows 
e traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration © storm glazing 
© custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


New 


TOWER 


Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving matu 
re adults for 30 years. See the latest show, 
ROM, AGO,TSO and much more! Close to 
downtown, hospitals, 24 hour security... 
steps to subway or bus, 

beautifully appointed single and double 
rooms, parking included...VISA, reasonable 
rates-Reserve today. Ask about our 
Boutique Hostel...Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6GE 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED @Awardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920 ~=www.edwardsglass.net 


Y Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


DSR HARCOURTS LID. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
416-977-3857 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


CROWN EX Robemakers and Tailors 


¢ Genuine tailor made ¢ Satisfaction guaranteed * Affordable for 


Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 


CROWNEX Ltd., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M&8Z 1S3 
Tel. (416) 503-1288 Fax. (416) 503-8788 E-mail: info@crownex.com www.crownex.com 


CANAL CRUISES 
RIDEAU CANAL 
TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 

Cruise Ontario’s magnificent 
heritage canals along 355 miles of 
scenic lakes, rivers and locks in 
the comfort of the 45-passenger 
“Kawartha Voyageur’ riverboat with 
dining room, lounge, and twin lower 
berthstaterooms with private facilities. 
5-day voyages. 

Send for colour brochure. 


ONTARIO WATERWAY CRUISES 
clo CAPTAIN JOHN 
BOX 6, ORILLIA, ON. L3V 6H9 
1-800-561-5767 


Advertise. in the 
Presbyterian 
Record 


To promoté your 
products or Ssérvicés, 
contact Carol MeCormick 
at 905-833-0200 x 25 or 
emecormicKVcanadads.com 


Coming fo BiG. 4 


Turvy Greek 


Bed & reakfast — 


Located on the Sea to Sky/Howe Sound 
corridor, 45 min. from downtown Vancouver 
or Whistler. Golfcourse location, magnificent 

views, quiet & relaxing environment. 
255 Furry Creek Dr., Furry Creek, BCVON 322. 
Tel: 604-896-0082 www.bbcanada.com/8866 
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Agreeable 


Unity grows from within; uniformity 
is forced from without. BY DAVID WEBBER 


Disagreement 


couple of years back, a red 

squirrel moved into our 

doghouse. He is a charming, 
cheeky little fella and I like him very 
much. Shortly after moving in, he 
filled our large, insulated doghouse 
with cones and twigs and built a 
tunnel system under the entire fenced 
dog run. I think the tunnel system is 
filled with cones as well. Iam not sure 
why he did this, because he appears 
to dine out almost exclusively at our 
perpetually stocked bird feeders. 


ST ee i OE ee OEE 


Things were going well for Squir- 
relly until this spring. In early May, a 
rather large and equally cheeky bluejay 
decided to share dining facilities with 
Squirrelly on a permanent basis. At 
first, all hell broke out. It made for 
great entertainment. We spent many 
wonderful hours watching Squirrelly 
and Jay hurl themselves at each other 
trying to maintain sole control of two 
birdfeeders at one time. When they 
were totally exhausted they would 
stand almost nose-to-nose, cussing 


like mad, each in his own language. 
Once rested, the combatants would go 
back at it again until they were ready 
to drop with fatigue. The whole spec- 
tacle was delightful to watch, even 
for the tiny chickadees who filled the 
bleachers in the massive spruce tree 
that shelters our two bird feeders. 
They flitted in for refreshments at 
intermissions while Squirrelly and 
Jay were glaring at one another with 
mutual hate. 

And then things changed. Jay and 


Squirrelly still disagreed about who 
controlled the bird feeders, but they 
agreed to disagree. One would feed at 
one bird feeder while the other would 
feed at the neighbouring one a mere 
six feet away. When the mood would 
hit one of them, they would swap 
bird feeders and barely miss a feeding 
beat. Occasionally glares would be 
exchanged, but for the main part the 
two had reached a state of agreeable 
disagreement. And it wasn’t much fun 
to watch anymore. 

It has, however, provided me with 
much food for theological reflection. 


One of the things that I have found | 


hard to cope with is how disagree- 
ment is handled in the strange envi- 
ronment of the church. It seems to 
me that the norm within the church 
is that when there is disagreement 
the parties feel compelled to tear 
one another apart, either directly 
or indirectly. The point seems to be 
to get the other party to conform to 
“my way of seeing things.” It makes 
for great entertainment for those 
watching from outside the church 
but it is hugely tiring, destructive 
and distracting for those within, 
most particularly the principal pugi- 
lists. And it doesn’t seem like church 
people have the ability to easily or 
quickly get to the stage of agreeable 
disagreement and get on with the life 
and work of Christ’s church, which 
is the whole point of being church 
together. 

It seems to me that much of the 
problem stems from a lack of appre- 
ciation for the difference between 
unity and uniformity. In Jesus’ great 
prayer for his disciples, he prays 
three times for unity, “... that they 
maysbe one .2.”'9ni17:11,21,23) He 
did not pray for uniformity. Warren 
Wiersbe writes: “The unity that our 
Lord prayed for is not institutional 
or organizational. It is spiritual: ‘that 
they may be one, just as We are.’” 
(jn.17.22) Unity grows from within; 
uniformity is forced from without. 
Unity is living, it grows and expands; 
but uniformity is dead and brittle, 
and the least jarring thing breaks it. 


Unity allows for variety and diversity, 
but uniformity demands conformity. 
Unity is based on love and thrives on 
love, but uniformity is defensive and 
is based too often on fear. 

You see, here is the thing. Chris- 
tian unity is based upon me loving 
Christ enough, to love you enough, to 
let you be different ... to let you have 
different points of view ... to let you 
have different ways of seeing things. 


| have found it hard to cope with 
how disagreement is handled 

in the strange environment 

of the church 


The one and only thing we have to 
agree upon is Christ, loving Him and 
loving each other. Everything after 
that can be agreeable disagreement 
as we get on with serving the Master. 
And it strikes me that if a squirrel and 
a bluejay can do it, surely to God you 
and I can do it too. 

Seemingly this is a hard thing for 
Presbyterian Christians to accept, 
particularly the teaching and ruling 
elders. The court system of our church 
is based on an adversarial model. The 
whole point seems to be to focus on 
what we disagree on and then use the 
tongue to whip the other person into 
conformity. But a closer look at our 
polity reveals it really is a system to get 
to agreeable disagreement. The point 
of debate is not to force conformity 
but to explore all sides of an issue. 
Once all sides of an issue have been 
exposed, there is supposed to be a vote 
that allows the Holy Spirit to have the 
sway and liberates the members of the 
meeting to love one another enough 
to agree to disagree. The failure of our 
system is when we forget where we are 
all supposed to end up. 

‘Tis the most Presbyterian of 
seasons, the season of the church year 
known as General Assembly week. 
“God, help us all to remember where 
we are all supposed to end up.” m 


Rev. David Webber is a contributing editor 
to the Record. He is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL 


INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


The Insurer of Choice 
for Places of Worship 


¢ Founded in England by church- 
men in 1887, Ecclesiastical has 
more than 100 years of experience 
protecting places of worship and 
faith communities. The Canadian 
Branch opened in 1972. 


¢ Ecclesiastical Insurance is an 
independent company owned by 
a charitable trust. 


¢ Profits are returned to our owner 
for redistribution to charitable 
causes, 


* Our products & services are 
specialized in response to the 
needs of our faith customers. 


¢« We are committed to building 
long-term relationships with our 
customers. 


As a specialist insurer of 
places of worship, we seek to 
advise & protect those who 
enrich the lives of others. 


For more information, please 
contact your nearest regional 
branch or visit our website 


Atlantic Regional Branch 
902 492 4548 


Central Regional Branch 
416 484 4555 


National Programs Branch 
416 484 4555 


Western Regional Branch 
403 538 0175 


Pacific Regional Branch 
604 605 1111 


www.eccliesiastical.ca 
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KIDS PAGE 


Called to 
Wonder 


CREATED BY ERIN WALTON 


God created all of the months and 
seasons, but He truly made June extra 
special with Father’s Day, the first day 
of summer and the start of summer 
vacation all in one month! 

Another important “R” for summer is Rest. — 


We have to remember to make time for rest on summer 
vacation; after all, we’ve been working hard all year. Even God 
took time to rest on the seventh day after He worked so hard 
at creating the world. While you're resting this summer, think 
about God and the beautiful planet He created. Do what you 
can to care for it just as God cares for us. Remember to give 


And since you're giving up reading, writing and 
‘rithmetic, why not make some time for these 
three R’s during your summer vacation: 


iy Reducing is to prevent waste by consuming 
and throwing away less. Some ideas are: God your worries and fears this summer and always so you can 
* refill your water bottles at home instead of truly rest. 
buying bottled water 


+ Purchase durable;long-lasting goods Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 


: and! will give yourest. Matthew 11:28 
2» Reusing is when you find a use for an existing Pasay 


item. Try: 

* decorating a bag and using it as a gift bag instead of 
buying wrapping paper 

* turning a used box into storage 

decorating a can to hold pencils 


Have a great summer! 


Father’s Day (June 15th) 
Bs Recycling is when an object can be shredded, gift idea: Why not Ma ke 
melted or otherwise processed and then turned into new 


raw material. 
You can... 

* Deposit your tin cans, glass bottles, cardboard, paper and 
plastic into blue recycling bins instead of garbage cans 

* Return your pop bottles and juice boxes to the bottle 
depot for a refund 


Dad a homemade gift 


using recycled items only, 
including the card and 
wrapping paper! 


Synod of the Atlantic Provinces 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, 

_PO Box 142, River John, NS BOK 1NO; 
902-351-2219 (s) or 902-351-2473 (h); 
jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 

Sunny Corner Pastoral Charge, N.B., St. Ste- 
phen’s, Sunny Corner, St. Paul's, Warwick; 
Rev. Kimberly Barlow, 21 English Settlement 
Rd., Stanley, NB E6B 2C7; 506-367-2415; 
kbarlow@nbnet.nb.ca. 


Synod of Quebec and Eastern Ontario 

Beaconsfield, Que., Briarwood Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. John 
Vissers, Presbyterian College, 3495 University, 
Montreal, QC H3A 2A8; 514-288-5256 exten- 
sion 201; jvissers@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Gloucester (Ottawa), Ont., Gloucester Presb- 
yterian Church; Full-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian Auret, PO Box 
609, Manotick, ON K4M 1A6; 613-692-4228; 
adrian.auret@sympatico.ca. 

Pincourt, Que., lle Perrot; Mark Farrell, Convener, 
Search Committee, 242 Fifth Ave., Pincourt, QC 
J7V 5L3;514-453-4796; markim@ca.inter.net. 


Synod of Central, Northeastern 

Ontario and Bermuda 

Barrie, Ont., Westminster Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Keith Boyer, 
294 St.Vincent St., Barrie, ON L4M 4A1; 
705-735-9211; keb-cvb@sympatico.ca. 

Cambridge, Ont.; St. Andrew’s Galt Presbyterian 
Church; Minister of Word and Sacrament, 
Full-time; Interim Moderator Rev. Bill Bynum, 
c/o St. Andrew's Galt Presbyterian Church, 
130 Victoria Ave., Cambridge, ON N1S 1Y2; 
knoxpreston@golden.net. 

Englehart, St. Paul's; Tomstown, Ont., Tomstown; 
St. Paul’s and Tomstown Pastoral Charge, 
approximately 10 km from Tomstown; 
Full-time minister; Search Committee Chair 
Mr. Randy Ford, PO Box 737, Englehart, ON 
POJ 1HO; treeline@ntl.sympatico.ca. 

Markham, Ont., St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Don Muir, 50 Wynford 
Dr., Toronto,ON M3C 157;416-441-1111 or 
1-800-619-7301 ext. 223; dmuir@presbyterian.ca; 
www.standrews-markham.ca/search.htm. 

Mississauga, Ont., Dixie Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Reid Chudley, PO Box 
16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 1Z0;519-855-6216; 
r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

New Liskeard, Ont., St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 


Church; Opening for a Full-time Minister, 
Single-point charge; Search Committee, 

PO Box 908, New Liskeard, ON POJ 1P0; 
705-647-8401; standrewsn|@parolink.net. 
Nobleton, Ont., St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church; 

Interim Moderator Rev. Chris Carter, 
13190 Keele St., King City, ON L7B 1J2; 
905-833-2325; cmcacarter@rogers.com. 
Peterborough, Ont., St. Giles and South Mo- 
naghan and Centreville Presbyterian Church; 
Full-time minister for two-point charge; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Paul D. Johnston, 
22 Hillview Dr., Bobcaygeon, ON KOM 1A0; 
705-738-6424; knoxpres.paul@bellnet.ca. 
Peterborough, Ont., St. Stephen’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o 
Knox College, 59 St. George St., Toronto, 
ON M6S 2E6;s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 
Richmond Hill, Ont., Richmond Hill Presbyte- 
rian Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Daniel 
Scott, 39 Saint Ave., Bradford, ON L3Z 3E6; 
905-775-7274; ddscott@rogers.com. 
Scarborough, Ont., Clairlea Park Presbyte- 
rian Church; Half- time minister; Interim 
Moderators Robert and Priscilla Anderson, 
174 Springdale Blvd., Toronto, ON M4C 127; 
416-469-5986; kimchiman21@hotmail.com. 
Scarborough, Ont.,Westminster Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Ann Blane, 
1300 Danforth Rd., Scarborough,ON M1J 
1E8; 416-267-7897. 


Synod of Southwestern Ontario 

Binbrook, Knox and Carluke, St. Paul's; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Garfield G. Havemann, 
c/o Chedoke Presbyterian Church, 865 Mo- 
hawk Rd.W., Hamilton, ON L9C 7B9; 
ghavemann@chedokechurch.ca. 

Burlington, St. Paul’s; Part-time minister 
(22.5 hours): energetic and motivated leader 
to help us grow in faith and reach our 
community for Christ; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Steve Lindsay; 905-664-6043; 
steve.lindsay@3web.net. 

Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 11 
White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@bfree.on.ca. 

Caledonia, Caledonia Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jeff Chalmers, 117 
Argyle St.N., Caledonia, ON N3W 1B8; 
905-765-4524; jeff.chalmers@ontario.ca. 

Chatsworth, St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church; Dornoch, Latona Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Michelle 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies @presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823, 
Notices are $40 for one-time; $25 for four 
insertions or more. Deadline to have your notice 
added is six weeks prior to month; so, for Septem- 
ber 2008 the deadline will be July 15th, 2008. 


Butterfield-Kocis, c/o Westminister 
Presbyterian Church, PO Box 359, 
Paisley, ON NOG 2NO; 519-353-6020; 
Westminster.stpaul@bmts.com. 

Hamilton, MacNab St.; Rev. George Robertson, 
80 Mill St.N., PO Box 221,Waterdown,ON LOR 
2HO; 905-689-8115; rev.george@bellnet.ca. 

London, St. Lawrence; Half-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Lynn Nichol, 783 Victoria 
St.,London,ON NSY 4C9; 519-434-2476; 
briarhill33@yahoo.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox Presbyterian Church; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Catherine Calkin, 3403 
Perth Rd. 130,R.R.2 St.Pauls, ON NOK 1VO; 
519-393-6395; calkin@quadro.net. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, St. Andrew’s Presbyte- 
rian Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Martin 
Wehrmann, c/o 515 Scott St., St. Catharines, ON 
L2M 3X3; 905-646-0616; maw49@hotmail.com; 
www.standrewsniagara.com/26122.html. 

Port Dover, Knox and Hagersville, St. Andrew’s 
(two-point charge); Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Morden, Knox Presbyterian Church, 
2058 Main St.N., Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0; 
519-587-2565; knoxchal@bellnet.ca. 

Sarnia, Paterson Memorial; Rev. Ena Van 
Zoren, PO Box 421,Wyoming, ON NON 1T0; 
519-845-1931; enavanz@gmail.com. 

Simcoe, St. Paul's; Rev. Dr. Stan Cox, Interim 
Moderator c/o St. Paul’s Presbyterian 
Church, 85 Lot St., Simcoe, ON N3Y 1S4; 
519-426-1845; sppc@kwic.com; 
www.stpaulssimcoe.com. 

Thornbury, St. Paul’s; Rev. Ted Creeb, 

865 2nd Ave. West, Owen Sound, 
ON N4K 4M6; 519-376-7886; 
ted.creen@standrewsowensound.org. 

Wallaceburg, Knox Presbyterian; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Mike Maroney, c/o 
First Presbyterian Church, 60 Fifth St., 
Chatham,ON N7M 4V7;519-352-2313; 
maroney@firstchatham.org. 

Woodstock, Knox; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Lonnie Atkinson, c/o St. Paul's 
Presbyterian Church, 56 Thames St. S., 
Ingersoll, ON N5C 289; 519-485-3390; 
stpauls@execulink.com. 


VACANCIES 


Synod of Manitoba and 

Northwestern Ontario 

Regional Staff Personnel, Convenor; Search 
Committee Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K 0L1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 

Brandon, Man., First Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Paul Sakasov, 

338 11th St.E., Brandon, MB R7A 5W7; 
204-727-2385; paul@pcbrandon.com. 

Carberry, Man., Knox-Zion Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jean Bryden, 808 
9th St. NW, Portage la Prairie, MB R1N 3L3; 
204-857-4815; jbryden@mts.net. 

Selkirk, Man., Knox Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. James Ko, 309 
Strathnaver Ave., Selkirk, MB R1A OH5; 
204-785-9834, pastorjames68@hotmail.com. 

Thompson, Man., St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church; Interim Moderator Peter Bush, 

197 Browning Blvd.,Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 


Synod of Saskatchewan 

Saskatoon, St. Andrew's; seeking Minister to 
be part of a team ministry; Rev. Sandy Scott, 
Interim Moderator, 60 12th St. East, Prince 
Albert, SK S6V 1B2; 306-764-4771; 
sandy.scott@sasktel.net; 
www.standrews-saskatoon.net. 


Synod of Alberta and the Northwest 
Calgary, Alta., Trinity Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. David Vincent, 
56 Scenic Rd. NW, Calgary, AB T3L 1B9; 
403-547-7700; dave.barbvincent@shaw.ca. 
Chauvin, Alta., Westminster and Wainwright, 
Alta., St. Andrew's Pastoral Charge; Rev. 
Stephen Haughland, PO Box 663, Killam, 
AB TOB 2L0; 780-385-2147; tepkje@telus.net. 
Edmonton, Alta., Callingwood Road Presbyte- 
rian Church; Interim Moderator Rev. Bob 
Calder, 6607 31st Ave.,Edmonton, AB T6K 
4B3; 780-462-2446; crpc2007@gmail.com. 


Synod of British Columbia 

North Vancouver, St. Andrew's and St. Stephen’s 
Presbyterian Church; Rev. Dr. Brian J. Fraser, 
Interim Moderator, 1402-1327 East Keith 
Rd., North Vancouver, BC V7J 3T5; 
fraser@growingchurches.org. 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Vancouver, Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church; 


Co-Interim Moderators Revs. Joyce and Glen 
Davis, 6040 lona Dr., Vancouver, BC V6T 2E8; 
604-822-9807; gdavis@vst.edu. 


Obituaries 


CRABTREE, Alan Robert, at Errinrung 
Nursing Home, Thornbury, Ont., on 
Nov. 8, 2007, after a long and courageous 
battle with cancer. He was in his 74th 
year, a church organist and the husband 
of Eleanor Knott Crabtree. 


DI GANGI, Mariano, BA, BD, M.Th, DD, 
died peacefully on March 18, 2008, in 
his 85th year. Pastor, preacher, professor, 
an ordained minister of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada, for 62 years he served 
Beckwith Memorial, Montreal, Que., St. 
Enoch’s, Hamilton, Tenth Presbyterian, 
Philadelphia, and Knox, Toronto, Ont. 
He was for a time convener and executive 
secretary of the board of evangelism and 
social action of the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada and a member of the special 
committee that produced the “Declara- 
tion of Faith Concerning Church and 
Nation.” He was executive director of 
Interserve for 20 years and taught pastoral 
studies at Tyndale Seminary, retiring 
as professor emeritus. Many activities 
and organizations were blessed by his 
God-given talents, including the Evan- 
gelical Fellowship of Canada, of which 
he was president from 1969 to 1971, but 
especially dear to his heart were global 
missions, Puritan preachers and evange- 
lism in Italy. Mariano wrote many books 
on these and other subjects of interest. 

He is survived by his much loved and 
devoted wife “Jo” (Ninette Maquignaz) 
and their three children: John (Vicki), 
Marian Archibald (Rev. Jack) and Peter 
(Sheila) all of Ottawa, Ont. As well, seven 
grandchildren and two great-grandchil- 
dren cherish his memory. 


GRAHAM, James Stanley, 97, of Rockfield, 
Pictou County, N.S., passed away on Feb. 17, 
2007, in Aberdeen Hospital, New Glasgow, 
N.S. Born in Rockfield, he was a son of 
the late Albert E. and Mary J. (MacLeod) 
Graham. A farmer and avid gardener all 
his life, Stanley was an active member of 
West River Presbyterian Church, Durham. 
He had been an elder from 1952 to 1990 


and served as clerk of session from 1978 
to 1990. He was also a choir member and 
former Sunday school superintendent. 

Charitable work was very important 
to Stanley and he was recognized by the 
United Way for his many years of work 
and support. He was also a life member 
of the Canadian Bible Society. A descen- 
dant of the Grahams who had first settled 
Rockfield in 1817, Stanley had a great love 
of genealogy. He was a life member of the 
Clan MacLeod Society and had served as 
its secretary-treasurer. He was the author 
of several local history books, including 
one of the Durham Church, and his vast 
knowledge of the community was called 
upon by people all over North America. 

Stanley was the last surviving member 
of his immediate family and is survived by 
several cousins. Besides his parents, he was 
predeceased by brother Calvin and sisters 
Katherine and Mary in infancy. 

Stanley will be greatly missed by his 
church family and the community. 


KELLY, Giollo Gaw, B.A. M.Div, D.D., 
died Feb. 24, 2008, at her home after a 
brief illness. Giollo was born in Northern 
Ireland but moved to Saskatoon, Sask., as 
an infant where she and her family were 
active members of Parkview Presbyterian 
Church. She moved to Toronto in 1952 
to take up a position as secretary for Dr. 
James Alan Munro in the Board of World 
Missions, and that began 48 years of work 
for the Presbyterian Church in Canada in 
various positions until her retirement in 
1990 at which time she was Secretary for 
Canada Operations. 

Giollo was very involved in the 
work of the WMS both locally and 
nationally. She was an elder at St. 
John’s, Toronto, and organized worship 
services at Riverdale Hospital (now 
Bridgepoint Health) for some 40 years. 
She graduated from Knox College in 
1980 and was honoured by having a 
D.D. conferred upon her in 2006. 

A faithful servant of her Lord, she 
will be missed by many whose lives she 
touched. 


MILLARD, David “Dave” Raymond. With 
great sadness, the Session of New St. 
Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Dover, in 
the Presbytery of Chatham Kent, Ont., 


announce the death of David “Dave” 
Millard, Clerk of Session. Dave died on Feb. 
7, 2008, at London Health Sciences Centre 
from injuries following a car accident. 

He was a life-long farmer, involved 
community member and friend to 
many. He possessed an infectious Chris- 
tian spirit, bringing many new members 
to the church family with friendship and 
happiness. He comes from a long family 
history of elders and clerks of session and 
believed in preserving the soul and spirit 
of the country church community. 

He was the husband of Janet for 47 
years and father to Tom and Dianne; Eric 
and Mandy; Alec and Jim and Michelle. 
He was a special grandfather to Sarah, 
Lindsay, Nicole, Jarret and Kenton. He 
also will be missed by brothers Robert 
and Jack; and by brothers- and sisters- 
in-law and their families. 


SMITH, Reverend Gilbert David, Oct. 
14, 1913 — Jan. 16, 2008. Born in 
Londonderry, Northern Ireland, and 
educated at Foyle and Magee Colleges, 
Londonderry, he studied theology at 
New College, Edinburgh. As a young 
man his faith was deeply influenced by 
layman T. S. Mooney. He ministered at 
Trinity, Bangor and Magheragall, having 
an amazing rapport with young people. 
In 1953, he came to Canada and helped 
found St. Giles Presbyterian Church, 
Peterborough, Ont. Next he ministered in 
Brantford, Ont., and Mount Pleasant, Ont. 
After two years in New Zealand, Gilbert 
served at Trinity Presbyterian Victoria, 
B.C. (1967-1981). In retirement he served 
as Minister Emeritus at Trinity and helped 
many congregations while they were 
vacant. Gilbert was a keen sportsman 
and always combined his ready sense of 
humour and Christian witness to touch 
lives on golf greens, cricket pitches and 
grass hockey fields. His complete obituary 
may be read at www.canada.com/Victori- 
atimescolonist/htm. 
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KNOX SUMMER FELLOWSHIP 2008 


Great Nights of the Bible 
Summer Fellowship provides a chance to go 
deeper in biblical teaching, bringing together 
people from all across the Greater Toronto 
Area. Come for dessert and coffee, and then 


to feed on the Word of God! 


Wednesday Evenings (Jun 25 - Aug 27) 


6:45 pm 
7:30-9 pm 


Wycliffe College, 
Toronto, ON 


Knox Presbyterian 
Church, Toronto, ON 


Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School, 
Deerfield, IL 


Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School, 
Deerfield, IL 


The Presbyterian 
College, Montreal, PQ 
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Dessert and Coffee 
Gathering Around the Word 


The Night of a 
Dream 


Genesis 28.10-22 


Nights of 
Discernment 
Judges 6.33-7.25 


The Night of 
Reckoning 
Daniel 5.1-31 


The Night of 
Questions 
John 3.1-21 


The Night of 


etrayal 
uke ee 39-62 


The Night of 
Astonishment 
Acts 12.1-19 


FROM THE 
MODERATOR 


It’s a Calling, 
Not Career 


The 133rd moderator returns to his life. BY REV. DR. J.H. HANS KOUWENBERG 


continued as the pastor of my 

congregation, overseeing its 
continuing worship, witness and 
work, while engaging local, regional 
and national duties. True, my work- 
load doubled and my emails tripled 
as I tried to fulfill my goal to lift up 
the local church by preaching and 
teaching in as many places as I could, 
but I also had fun. I avoided as many 
meetings as possible, except for the 
Assembly Council. Regretfully, there 
were a few invitations I couldn’t 
fulfill, but for the most part it was an 
enriching and encouraging year. 

I learned again how valuable it is to 
be well organized, well prepared, well 
supported and well loved. Although 
I’ve been away from home for 26 
Sundays and, sometimes in addition, 
several weeks at a time, my congre- 
gation, Calvin Church in Abbots- 
ford, British Columbia, and my wife, 
Colleen, have been fabulous. Rick Fee, 
the General Secretary of the Life and 
Mission Agency, who has also been a 
moderator, told me that if I had any 
light bulbs to change before this year 
it would have been good to have done 


iE been a good, yet busy year. I 
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that before I began! Yet, in spite of 
travels across Canada, in Africa, to 
Korea and Scotland, I’ve had time to 
do a few things around the house, 
including shovelling my driveway a 
few times this winter and mowing my 
lawn this spring. I continued to have 
some balance in my life. 

I’m grateful for the energy and the 
health God gave me to do what I have 
done. I’m grateful for the opportunity 
the church gave me in electing me as 
the Moderator of the 133rd General 
Assembly, and I’m grateful for all 
those who blessed me in my journeys 
and visits with their prayers, welcome, 
and affection. 

Chatting with my colleague, chap- 
lain and friend, Bruce Cairnie, at lunch 
a few weeks ago, we talked about some 
of the stresses and the struggles that 
ministers face. I, too, have seen some 
of that on my trips to a number of 
churches and meetings with pastors. 
In spite of associate and support staff 
in the congregation, and colleagues in 
the presbytery, ministry can be a very 
lonely and often discouraging busi- 
ness. It’s difficult to be a minister in 
a diminishing denomination where 
congregations often seem concerned 
only about “keeping the doors open” 
and maintaining some form of “reli- 
gious exercises.” Yet I go back to my 
congregation with enthusiasm. Many 
things have continued, and even some 
new things have happened, while I 
have been gone—without me needing 
to worry about how it will get done. 


Committed and gifted elders and 
other lay people have carried on. 

I love the gospel ministry of Jesus 
Christ. I enjoy sharing my faith with 
other people and teasing them to 
“come and see” what Jesus does in 
church, and among Christians who 
faithfully gather to celebrate His pres- 
ence, study His Word and impact 
God’s world. I love to be a partner 
in the conversation with those who 
rejoice and those who grieve. I love to 
plumb the Bible’s heights and depths. 
I love the various experiences with 
which God privileges the general prac- 
titioner preacher and pastor-teacher. 

Some say being moderator is “the 
pinnacle of a person’s career’—but 
that isn’t the way I’ve looked at it or 
tried to fulfill its call. True, I’ve been 
honoured and blessed, but I do not 
have a career; I have a calling to be a 
minister of the gospel. It’s been very 
good to have served you as moderator 
as best as I have been able, but I have 
a life and a wife and children and a 
church and a community to continue 
to serve. 

So I go back to where I came 
from—with great gratitude, and with 
faith and with hope and with love. g 


Rev. Dr. J. H. (Hans) Kouwenberg 
Moderator of the 133rd General Assembly 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
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“T enjoy sharing my faith 
with other people 


and teasing them to ‘come and see’ what Jesus does in church, and among 
Christians who faithfully gather to celebrate his presence.” 


Nice of them to remember. 
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FOR THE 
RECORD 


THE BOOK 


The three Abrahamic religions are called to love God. 


ere’s the scenario: New neighbours 
He in next to you in southern 

Alberta. Their car sports a Pittsburgh 
Penguins decal. You are a Calgary Flames fan. 
How do you welcome them? 

Should you: a) tell them it’s great to have 
new neighbours but they should know that 
every one around them are Flames fans? b) say, 
wow, how could you have been so mistaken! Of 
course Sydney is the greatest and you'll patch 
over all your Flames stuff right away? c) tell them it’s great to 
have hockey fans for neighbours. Joke about the teams but 
invite them over for a barbecue and help them move in? 

Alright, it’s a version of three guesses, first two don’t count. 
So why is it so hard to do this when it comes to our other reli- 
gion (otherwise known as Christianity)? 

I pose this because it more or less defines the thin debate at 
General Assembly about responses from the ecumenical and 
interfaith committee to a number of overtures received since 
last assembly. 

That was the one where, after a much longer debate and 
committee-of-the-whole discussion, the. mandate of the 
ecumenical and interfaith committee was changed to officially 
acknowledge that the church talks to people of other faiths. 

This change was (and is) opposed by some who, one is 
obliged to assume, believe the role of the committee is to 
evangelize those of other faiths and, secondly, that when a 
Presbyterian meets a person of another faith, the first thing 
one should do is talk to them about the “doctrine of the 
uniqueness of Jesus Christ.” 

Because that’s what happened at assembly. The debate was 
hijacked and the answer to all the overtures was that assembly 
affirms this doctrine. Yet no such doctrine of the church is 
to be found. And, no reference was made to the Westminster 
Confession or any other subordinate standard. 

The church’s theologians were aghast. Conversations after 
the debate suggested that fear was behind the move. Fear that 
Christianity is watering itself down in accommodation and 
fear that Muslims are coming into Canada in such numbers 
that Islam is the country’s fastest growing religion. 

Meanwhile, as this issue of the Record goes to press, about 
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BY DAVID HARRIS 


200 international religious leaders from the three 
Abrahamic faiths will be meeting in Madrid 
hosted by King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia. 

In the words of a writer in The National, a 


“quite timely, given the degree of religious 
misunderstanding that there is in the world.” 

That’s a bit of an understatement, not least in 
the Saudi kingdom itself where an Israeli entry 
visa in your passport is a bar from entering and 
where all non-Muslim prayer in public is banned. 

Or, as The National article diplomatically put it, “Religion 
has always been a central driver of social and political change, 
particularly in the Middle East, and any effort to open up 
interfaith exchanges could be extremely helpful in defusing 
the potentially serious consequences of conflicts between the 
different communities.” 

We live in hope. But, as the author, a dean of a university 
communications school in the United Arab Emirates, notes: “The 
Holy Quran urges Muslims to talk to People of the Book (Verse 64 
of Al Umran chapter): “O People of the Book! Come to common 
terms as between us and you: That we worship none but Allah.” 

And on that, we all agree. Among the Christian leaders 
will be American evangelist Franklin Graham (son of Billy) 
and Anglican archbishop Rowan Williams. The World Jewish 
Congress has said it plans to be at the table as will Rabbi David 
Rosen, former chief rabbi of Ireland, a member of the Amer- 
ican Jewish Committee and an international president of the 
World Conference of Religions for Peace. | 

Meanwhile, Presbyterians in the United States agreed at | 
their recent assembly “that Christians, Jews and Muslims may 
hold different understandings of how God has been revealed 
to humankind, but all three groups are called to love God and 
neighbor and care for the poor. That means Presbyterians ought 
to be in conversation with Jews and Muslims, celebrate religious 
holidays together and even set aside days to worship together— 
all to promote understanding, respect and goodwill. | 

So where are we now? & 
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Letters 
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Cover up 
I received the June Record and was 
appalled at the cover. Do you think 
this Christian magazine should be 
placed in my grandchildren’s hands? 
How can you justify putting a pin-up 
girl on the cover of what I thought was 
a Christian magazine? “Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap”. 
G. SHIRLEY BURRILL, CALGARY, ALTA. 


I was shocked. What were you thinking? 
J. BENNER, ORILLIA, ONT 


An injustice to higher-ed 
Re Ministers Mix It Up, May. 

Emigrants came because there was 
no land for sale in their country and 
since Canada needed farmers they 
came here to work and to farm. Minis- 
ters came also so they could look after 
their flock. 

We had a hard time after Hitler 
took over Holland but after the war we 
never had a bad time. The Netherlands 
was always a rich country and I hope it 
will always be that way. 

MRS. J. VINKE, GLENCOE, ONT. 


The article states that after the Second 
World War ministers from Ireland 
couldn’t find work because of their 
limited educational background and 
the surplus of clergy. My father was one 
of those ministers who immigrated to 
Canada with his family in 1951. He had 
served churches in Northern Ireland 
for 16 years. He graduated from Trinity 

iicge, Dublin, a highly reputable 
university, with his BA before attending 
Presbyterian College in Belfast. He 
completed his MA in the late 50s. 

For the author to make a blanket 


Record 


statement is an injustice to those who 
completed higher education. 
ALEXANDRA HUNTER , VIA EMAIL 


Core affirmed 

It was heartening to read John 
Vaudry’s letter in May protesting 
Laurence DeWolfe’s statement that 
Jesus became the Son of God at His 
baptism (January). Vaudry declares the 
issue raised by DeWolfe’s view to be for 
more serious than the current concern 
about homosexuality in the church. 

It is indeed. Not only does it strike 

t “the core of our faith” but also is a 
challenge to the integrity of Presbyte- 
rian ministers “who sign a statement 
that they are in substantial agree- 
ment with the Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith.” Surely preaching or 
writing what is in clear contradiction 
of the ordination vows is intellectual 
dishonesty—even heretical. 

The question now is: Will anything 
be done about this “serious issue” 
by the appropriate body in the Pres- 
byterian Church or will inaction be 
permitted to foster a subtle erosion of 


‘faith in the church over time? Hope- 


fully, not the latter. 
REV. JIM PHILPOTT, PERTH, ONT. 


Virtually all Christians agree that Jesus 
was baptized by John and at that time 
received the Holy Spirit. And virtually 
all Christians have the Resurrection 
at the core of their belief. Then many 
part company in their interpretation of 
scripture. 

To say that we could receive the 
same indwelling of the spirit when “two 
or more are gathered together” may be 
presumptuous. But it’s true. Askany > 
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FOR CELEBRITIES: 


REALLY’ JUST HEAVEN 
OR HELL? My PUBLICIST 
ASSURED ME I couLD 
OPT FOR REHAS( 


( SLUPGMENT DAY 


practicing Pentecostal or better still ask 
anyone in any congregation who has 
experienced the same. The debatable 
part is the question: Was Jesus truly 
human when God chose Him to spread 
the Gospel and promise ever lasting 
life? Was Jesus God Himself? That 
being said, John Vaudry in his letter 
mentioned “a minister of a church is 
required to sign a statement that he 
is in agreement with the Westminster 
Confession of Faith.” 

It begs the question: Should all 
churches require the same obligation of 


their members? Various fundamentalist 
denominations think so. But by doing 
so, I believe, encourages a subtle form 
of hypocrisy. More than one person 
has told me of their beliefs which were 
contrary to church doctrine and could 
not be openly discussed with other 
church members especially not with 
their pastor—a sad situation. 

The direct result of adhering to a 
very strict dogmatic persuasion and 
surrendering your will to a person 
rather than to God is the formation 
of sects, many of a destructive nature. 


ah, 
Bian 


iz 


WO? TOVANNYW A OYATIOS 


Think of Jim Jones mass suicides or 
the Davidian carnage at Waco. But the 
good news of the Gospel is that if we 
have God given love in our spiritual 
core as advocated by Jesus, spiritual 
fulfillment will prevail. 

J. GORDON NEAL, WHITBY, ONT. 


Gaia clarified 
Re God’s Creation, April editorial 

l appreciated the message that God’s 
work of resurrection and renewal is an 
example for our treatment of creation. 
There’s a detail, not central to the argu- 
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ment, that might be better explained, 
however—the Gaia hypothesis is not 
the belief that Earth is a living goddess 
who takes care of her inhabitants (this 
idea predates it, in any case). The Gaia 
hypothesis is a scientific theory, devel- 
oped by Lynn Margulis and James 
Lovelock, that claims the Earth acts as a 
living being in which all systems work 
together to regulate the climate. The 
idea of this Gaia became mingled with 
then-trendy New Age-type beliefs, but 
that does not seem to be the researchers’ 
original intent. Of course, Christianity 
has often been similarly simplified and 


_ misinterpreted by popular culture. 


KIRSTEN SHUTE, DORVAL, QUE. 


A part of our history 
Re Response to Against Empty Prayers 

I, like Jonathan Scott, am against 
empty prayers. 

I have traveled to other countries 
and always respected their traditions 
in cultural matters and in their reli- 
gion. It’s sort of like, “when in Rome 
do as the Romans do!” 

If I chose to live in one of these 
foreign countries, do you think they 
would change their traditions for me 
or for that matter a group of Chris- 
tians? Perhaps that is what makes 
Canada such an attractive country for 
other cultures that choose to live here. 
Everyone is free to do as they please, 
even to changing the traditions that 
this country was founded on. 

If all members of the parliamentary 
system in Ontario and Canada are to 
know what is going on in the cham- 
bers, they must speak and understand 
English. This being the case they all 
could in reverence and respect for the 
founding fathers of our country, bow 
their heads for the time it takes to 
recognize our country’s tradition and 
the fabric it was built on, even if they 
are from another faith or culture. Pray 
for our province and our country that 
there be some to fill that emptiness in 
communing with God in the reciting 
of The Lord’s Prayer. 

ANNE RUSSELL , BRAMPTON, ONT. 


First of all, the governments served by 
both McGuinty brothers at Queens Park 
and Ottawa don’t want any religious 
schools in Ontario except Catholic. 

Second, the provincial Liberals 
are made up of University socialist 
professors and elitists. Who if I am not 
mistaken have no use for religion in 
any shape or form. 

As to the Lord’s Prayer, it is a very 
benign prayer and is against no one. It 
asks for daily help from a deity. This 
country was founded on Judeo-Chis- 
tian values. Why should we change for 
the new immigrants? Even Muslims 
pray to Allah, who of course is God. 

When McGuinty says he is 
reflecting the changing values, well, 
he is not telling the truth. He wants 
to get rid of the Lord’s Prayer because 
it makes him feel guilty for the not so 
nice things he has done. 

LESLIE R. IRVINE, MISSISSAUGA, ONT. 


With respect 
I keep reading Sharing The Love, 
February, by Rev. Calvin Brown. 

Initially his words gave me hope. 
Hope because I learned that my 
church had invited Imam Hamid Slimi 
to speak at the last General Assembly, 
surely indicating that we wanted to 
learn more about the faith and customs 
of our Muslim neighbours. 

Brown goes on to remind us that 
we are to treat all people with respect, 
to follow Christ’s teaching to love our 


neighbour as ourselves. We need to 
protect their right to freely express 
their faith, the same as we desire the 
freedom to express ours. This, however, 
“is a long way from affirming their 
faith as having equal saving value as 
faith in Christ” he says. 

Suddenly my hope diminishes, for 
now the truth begins to seep out and 
I have a sense that I am to accept the 
view that the Muslim faith is not on 
a par with Christianity in its saving 
capacity. That is not all however, for 
Brown continues to write that to 
“affirm their faith as of equal value 
in reconciling us with God is patently 
unchristian”. 

These are the words that have 
been repeated in my mind now for 
weeks. I am startled, puzzled and then 
appalled because I realize that with my 
simple mind I am one of the “patently 
unchristian” persons who does not 
believe that God shows favouritism. 
He/She is a loving God that no religion 
can claim to be solely theirs. 

Yes, let us reach out and learn 
about other faiths and customs rather 
than fear our neighbours. And let us 
continue to learn just what it means to 
be Christian. 

SUSAN MACRAE, GLEN HAVEN, N.S. 


Also on our website: 

Additions to the Theological iPod 
by Andrew Faiz’s June article. And a 
defense of theistic evolution. @ 
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People ‘Places 


To make People & Places submissions: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca. | 
Please visit the monthly PnP page at www.presbyterianrecord.ca for more. | 


Cake of the Month: Rev. J. Mark Lewis 
celebrated the 25th anniversary of 
his ordination in May at St. Andrew’s, 
Kitchener, Ont.Pictured with him are his 
wife, Donna, and the Clerk of Session, 
Catherine Hertel. 


St. Paul’s, Kemptville, Ont., collected 75 children’s Bibles for the Children’s Hospital of 
Eastern Ontario. They chose 10 different sorts of Bibles: the Pajama Bible for the youngest 
kids, the Picture Bible for teens and so on. A dedication service was held in June: Rev. 
Samer Kandalaft, Ruth Bond, Dave Carmichael, of St. Paul's Mission Committee, and 
Gerardo Quintanar, the Spiritual Advisor of CHEO. 


On Easter Sunday, Parkwood, Ottawa 
held a reception to honour Mrs. | 
Margaret Williams, on her 100th — | 
birthday. Designated a deaconess 
by the Presbytery of Cape Breton in 
1935, Williams is an active member of 
Parkwood.She servedas church librarian 
for many years, taught the Bethel Bible 
classes and sang in the choir. Until three 
years ago, she was an active elder. She 


Rev. Dr. P. A. (Sandy) McDonald has been minister at St. Andrew's, Dartmouth, N.S., and is seen receiving a congratulatory 
Musquodoboit Harbour, N.S., since August 1968, since he was ordained. The celebrations certificate from Donna Mcllveen of the 
were held at St. Andrew’s. Rev. Dr. Cameron Brett was the guest preacher. From left: Cheryl Order of Diaconal Ministries, which is 
Weeks, Clerk of Session, Margaret Brett, Brett, McDonald, Christine McDonald, Norma Fallows, also celebrating an anniversary this year 
convener of the celebration committee. (see General Assembly coverage). 
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Rev. Cedric Pettigrew, interim minister at Gloucester, Ont., wrote Spirit also moved Pettigrew (far right):“There were some adherents 
People and Places to say it was “the Spirit of God moving in the and also some new people who have started to attend in the last 
lives of these folks leading them to unite with this congregation.” year. All | did was write a personal letter to each suggesting that 
Gloucester is seeking a full time minister and growing at the same this might be a good time to unite with the Church as members.” 
time—here are a dozen of the 15 new members. And, it seems that Oh that Spirit! 


Just a couple of men shaking hands? Not quite: this is the deceptive 
quality of People & Places. Barry Grant was one of two new elders— 
along with Jon Toebes, not pictured—ordained at Knox, Gamebridge, 
Ont., in March. He is shaking his father Don’s hand, who is also an elder 
at Knox. Barry's grandfather Ewart Macinnis was clerk of session for 50 
years. Rev. Grace witnesses this historic family legacy. 


Had cake lately? 


See www.presbyterianrecord.ca for instructions 
on How To Submit Photos in the Digital Age. 


On our website: 

A unique baby shower at St. Timothy's, Ajax, Ont. 
Helen Caughey, a stalwart soul, on Amherst Island. 
Kirkin’ ‘O The Tartan in Dunedin, Florida. Counting 
pennies and changing the world—loose changes 
miracles, at Knox, Goderich, Ont. and Knox-St. 
Andrew’s,Ont.Fifty years at Ingleside, Ont.,celebrated 
by four ministers. Preschool and kindergarten kids 
at Knox, Iroquois, Ont., hold a food drive. 175 years 
at New St. James; London, Ont., celebrated with cake 
and an anniversary anthem. Teens in Lucknow learn 
about Mayans thanks to PWS&D. Rev. Ralph Fluit of 
Melville, Scarborough, Ont., goes to Malawi to teach. 
An award winning band in Nanaimo, B.C., helps kids 
in Guatemala. 
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SPOTLIGHT 


On May 25 Mary Fontaine, director of the aboriginal outreach Hummingbird Ministries, was ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament 

in the Presbyterian Church in Canada. The servicetook place in Mistawasis, Sask., at the First Nation Community Centre. Following her 
ordination, Rev. Fontaine proceeded to baptize her grandson and oversee a communion service at the Mistawasis Memorial Presbyterian 
Church.“I’m proud of being Presbyterian and glad that | can be both a Christian and a Cree woman,” she says. 


A new church grows in Winnipeg 


Trinity is vital and growing. BY EMILY WIERENGA 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 40 YEARS, a Presbyterian church has 
been planted in the city of Winnipeg. Trinity was launched 
on Easter Sunday, 2007, with opening ceremonies attended 
by 90 people. At that point, the congregation met at a 
community centre. “Since then we’ve had anywhere from 40 
to 60 in worship consistently,” says Rev. Matthew Brough, a 
Winnipeg native and former pastor of Knox, Selkirk, Man. 

In 2003, the Presbytery of Winnipeg decided there was a 
need for a Presbyterian church in the southwest. By the fol- 
lowing spring, a New Church Development Committee had 
been formed and land purchased by Canada Ministries. In 
November 2006, Brough was called. “I had been involved 
with the committee for a few years, and it had been really 
exciting work.” 

Brough resigned from the committee and submitted his 
profile for the position. “Throughout the process, I felt the 
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Holy Spirit confirming this as a true call from God,” says 
Brough, who is married to Cheryl, a teacher who currently 
directs the church’s children’s ministry. 

Most members are under 40 years old, with the larg- 
est percentage between 18 and 30. “The greatest need I 
think we’re fulfilling is people’s need for community,” says 
Brough. “There is a lot of isolation in the suburbs, and over- 
whelmingly when we ask people what they like about Trin- 
ity they use words like community, home and family.” 

Two groups were started to study what it means to fol- 
low Jesus; once they were complete, the groups continued 
meeting, becoming the church’s first care groups. In May, a 
third care group was created for young adults. 

“I believe we need to have a wider witness within Winni- 
peg,” says Brough, “and I hope that Trinity will play a key role in 
the development of the next new church in our presbytery.” 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Sharing the Stories 


BY EMILY WIERENGA 


“AS A NATION, perhaps we haven’t even 
started nation-building because a lot 


of people in this country haven’t been 
- included in the process,” said Robert 


Watts, special advisor to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission on Indian 
Residential Schools, in an address to the 
General Assembly on June 5. “There’s a 
societal opportunity before all of us,” 


_ he continued, to engage Aboriginal 
people in a way they haven’t in the 


process of creating Canada. 

The Commission was established on 
June 1 and is an effort resulting from 
the court-approved Indian Residential 
School Settlement Agreement that was 
negotiated between former students, 
churches, the Assembly of First Nations 
and other Aboriginal organizations. 
The Presbyterian Assembly was one of 
the first stops on a five-year journey of 
listening to both private and public sto- 
ties of residential school survivors. 

Claudette Dumont-Smith, a na- 
tive health expert who was that week 
named one of three commissioners— 
along with Jane Morley and Justice 
Harry S. Laforme—told the Assembly, 
“We do know the church played a sig- 
nificant role in helping carry out work 
of residential schools, but what we 
don’t know is the truth.” 

The Presbyterian Church was one of 
four denominations, along with Angli- 
can and Roman Catholic, and after 1925 


The Truth and Reconciliation Commission visits Assembly. 


the United Church, that administered 
residential schools on behalf of the fed- 
eral government. From the early 1900s 
to as late as 1996, more than150,000 
students were forced to attend one of 
130 government-run schools where 
they were restricted from seeing their 
families, speaking their language or 
practicing their culture, and were also 
physically and sexually abused. 


“You can’t just say ‘I’m sorry’ 
then turn around and 
forget about it; that’s 

not reconciliation. The first 
step is to deliver the story, 
what we learned” 


“It’s not fair to our nation’s history to 
not include [these stories],” said Watts, a 
father of three and grandfather of four 
from Ontario’s Six Nations Reserve. 
“When you consider the impact it’s had 
on aboriginal people we have to ask ‘Why 
hasn’t it been part of our history?’” 

On June 11 the Prime Minister Ste- 
ven Harper offered an apology to the 
Aboriginal people for its role in the leg- 
acy of the Indian Residential Schools. 

Moderator of the 134th General As- 
sembly Rev. Cheol Soon Park said in an 
interview, “You can’t just say ‘I’m sorry’ 
then turn around and forget about it; 
that’s not reconciliation. The first step is 
to deliver the story, what we learned.” m 


Left: Moderator Rev. Cheol Soon Park responds to testimony from an abuse survivor. 
Right: Assembly Clerk Rev. Stephen Kendall makes a presentation to TRC commissioner 
Claudette Dumont-Smith. 


“What Evangel 
Hall Means 
to Me” 


“| find the Hall a great way to 
start the day as it keeps... 
My body clothed... 

My belly full... 

My brain occupied... 
Less depressed... 

Plus the staff makes me feel 
like I’m a person and 
that I’m needed. 


| would really miss this place if it 
wasn’t here.” 


~ Bill, Program Participant 


Since | have been accepted 
at EHM... 
| now have stable housing 
I’m recovering from drug 

and alcohol abuse 

| can tell other women that 
they too can recover 

| now have a permanent address 
| have a home 


~ Anne, Evangel Hall Mission 
Resident 


Every day our participants 
and residents share how EHM 
has helped transform their 
lives and help 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 
Fax (416) 504-8056 


www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR 0001 
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NEWS 


Bach receives Legacy 


REV. KAREN BACH, currently director of 
the Evergreen Centre for Street Youth 
at Toronto’s Yonge Street Mission, 
was honored in May for her contribu- 
tion to the ecumenical chaplaincy at 
the University of Toronto. Presented 
at Victoria College, the Legacy Award 
was created this year to celebrate lead- 
ership in the work of the university’s 
ecumenical chaplaincy. The chaplain- 
cy board said there “was no question” 
that Bach should be the award’s inau- 
gural recipient. 

“T am reminded of the parable of 
the sower,” said Bach, thanking those 
who have helped continue the work 
of the chaplaincy. “As a chaplain, you 
just throw your seeds out and hope 
some of it grows.” 

The chaplaincy began in 1990, 
after Bach, who was a student at the 
time, asked why there was no Presby- 
terian chaplain on campus. Before she 
knew it, the position was approved by 
the East Toronto Presbytery, and Bach 
was chosen to do the work. Three years 
later, the United Church asked Bach if 
she would consider serving as their 
chaplain too, creating a joint chap- 
laincy position. In 2001, it became 
the ecumenical chaplaincy, pointing 
to the interdenominational and inter- 
faith work the chaplain actually did— 


and does—on campus. Bach remained 
the chaplain until 2002. 

In speaking about Bach’s contribu- 
tion, Rev. Dr. Art Van Seters, a former 
principal of Knox College, listed three 
things a university chaplain needs: ex- 
traordinary sensitivity, a deep ground- 


“lam reminded of the parable 
of the sower. As a chaplain, you 
just throw your seeds out and 
hope some of it grows” 


ing in one’s own spiritual tradition 
while being open to other traditions, 
and the ability to truly engage with 
people that fosters a deep wrestling 
with the spirit. “You manifest these 
three qualities,” Van Seters said to 
Bach. “Personally, you challenged me, 
and were honest with me, and I know 
from that, that you must have helped 
many others in deep ways.” 

Susan Addario, former director of 
student affairs at the university, said 
Bach made the university “more eq- 
uitable, attainable and inclusive,” and 
that her presence “brought calm, un- 
derstanding, and healing to the most 
difficult of situations.” 

While reminiscing about the joys 
of the job, Bach told the Record: “I 
loved the intense, intellectual conver- 


sations with students; I loved it when 
the lights would go on for them ... 
I loved being able to pave a path for 
other faith leaders to have access to 
the university’s facilities. Most of all I 
loved the relationships that I had with 
staff and with students—each one of 
them felt so sacred. 

The U of T ecumenical chaplain- 
cy has received an annual grant of 
$5,000 from Canada Ministries since 
2001. The department gives a total of 
$41,400 to 13 university chaplaincies 
across Canada. m —A. Machlachlan 


Churches rally for China 


A COALITION OF CHINESE language 
churches in the Greater Toronto Area 
met in the immediate aftermath of the 
worst earthquake to hit China since 
1976 and issued a cheque for $10,000 
to a Christian relief fund. 

On May 12 an earthquake measur- 
ing 8.0 on the Richter scale hit Sich- 
uan province in southwestern China. 
Presbyterian Trinity Mandarin was 
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amongst the Chinese congregations 
that met. 

Trinity’s minister Rev. Wes Chang 
says, “our church will collect money 
till the end of May and send it to 
PWS&D,” he says. 

While only one of their congrega- 
tion members is from Sichuan, “The 
whole congregation feels the pain of 
the loss there. It is horrific to see what 


has happened in both China and Bur- 
ma—tens of thousands of lives wiped 
out in such a short while. ” 

Just a day after assessing the 
quake-hit villages of Penghua and 
Woyun, where most homes are col- 
lapsed or severely damaged, Amity 
Foundation—which is supported by 
PWS&D-—staff returned with desper- 
ately needed cooking oil and 1,700 
quilts. To read about PWS&D’s work 
please go to www.presbyterian.ca. 
m-EW 
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Four Churches, 
One Project 


Kitchener congregations 
face the future together. 
BY DAVE ROGALSKY 


FOUR DOWNTOWN KITCHENER congre- 
gations, who had signed a covenant in 
2001 to work together, met in May to 
discuss the issues they face. St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian, St. Peter’s plus Zion and 
Trinity United Churches, held an archi- 
tectural competition at the University 
of Waterloo in 2004 which resulted in 
a plan to raze several church wings, and 
build high-density housing while con- 
serving sanctuaries. This year’s confer- 
ence sponsored by Canadian Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation sought to 
hear about other downtown church 
projects and consider future options. 

A Lutheran member assessed the prob- 
lems facing his church: too much real 
estate, declining attendance and mem- 
bership, operating expenses are not be- 
ing met, mission money is not there, 
staff are not being paid appropriately, 
and upkeep is not being done. 

In contrast to the other congrega- 
tions, Rev. J. Mark Lewis of St Andrew’s 
says, “I think that we’re growing. And 
trying to expand all our missions and 
ministries. And we have money, because 
we have people. I think that we’re in a 
growth and strengthening position.” 
The congregation is aging but vibrant, 
youth ministry continues to grow. At- 
tendance is leading some to think about 
returning to two morning services. 

Jan Blackburn of St. Andrew’s sees 
the Four Churches project as a mission 
in itself, a witness to the community 
of Christian unity, an avenue to attract 
people into the downtown and into the 
worshipping community. Perhaps a re- 
newed day care will be located at St. An- 
drew’s. They want to grow mission in the 
downtown, not to just preserve the con- 
gregation. But preservation is an issue as 
St. Andrew’s building has a heritage des- 
ignation that limits its uses and reshap- 
ing. The next meeting is this fall. m 


for the : 
internally displaced 


PWS&D works with the Presbyterian Church of East Africa to assist in the 
resettlement of people displaced by post-election violence in Kenya. You can 
help by praying for peace and making a donation to provide food. shelter and 
emergency Supplies. 


Yes! | want to help transform our world. 
Enclosed is my donation to PWS8D for: $ 
Name: 


Address: 


a ae a i ee ee 
Please make cheques payable to PWS&D ¢ Call today to sign up for easy monthly giving 


Presbyterian World Service & Development 
90 Wynford Dr., Toronto ON M3C 1J7 * 1-800-619-7301 * www presbyterian.ca/pwsd 
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| A terrible 


natural disaster 


Two Canadian Karens visited Burma during the cyclone. 


SAW WINNING AND WAH LAY RAY are 
amongst about 100 Karens who live in 
Thunder Bay, Ont., because of sponsor- 
ship led by First Presbyterian. Karen 
are an ethnic people from Burma, who 
comprise about 15 per cent of the popu- 
lation there. Winning and Ray happened 
to be in neighbouring Thailand when the 
devastating Cyclone Nargis tore through 
Burma in early May killing an estimated 
100,000 people and leaving tens of thou- 
sands of others without food or water. 

Winning and Ray spoke with the Re- 
cord’s Emily Wierenga in mid-June after 
their return. This is an excerpted version 
of their testimony. The full version can be 
found on our website. 

WLR: When I first set down my feet 
on the land where I was born, I felt that 
I was home. But, I could still sense the 
fear and insecure environment. There 
was a joy when I realized that there 
were a group of my cousins waiting 
for us and coming to greet us on the 
riverbank. And I could not help myself 
when I saw the tears of joy in the eyes 
of my two aunties as we hugged each 
other. We only spent one night inside 
Burma; I had the chance to chat with 
all my relatives and some of my neigh- 
bouring Karen friends. 

SW: While we were there, we saw 
on TV that a cyclone hit southern 


Burma. It is really terrible what’s hap- | 


pening with this natural disaster, but 
the worse thing is the military dicta- 
torship; they don’t allow the interna- 
tional community to help the people. 

WLR: The Government of Burma 
rules the country with oppressiveness, 
selfishness and absolute authoritarian- 
ism. Obviously, I don’t approve the way 
the government is handling things. 
When I heard about the tropical cy- 
clone that hit Burma, I thought to my- 
self, ‘The people of Burma are already 
oppressed and their life is already mis- 
erable on account of the brutal govern- 
ment’s lust for power, mismanagement 
and crimes against humanity. Now 
they have to face the consequences of 
terrible natural disaster?’ 

But I was really happy when we 
learned that the international organiza- 
tions are willing and ready to help the 
cyclone victims. Once again though, 
we are very frustrated to witness the 
incapability, weak planning, slow re- 
sponse and unwillingness of the mili- 
tary junta to respond to the needs of its 
own people. I mean the military lead- 
ers surely know that the foreign aid will 


save lives and help to rebuild the dev- | | 


astated areas. If they opened up the di- 
saster areas to international aid teams, 
I am sure they also fear that this might 


YSM Gives Literary Candy 


YONGE ST. MISSION held its fourth an- 
nual book fair in May, giving away 
25,000 books to children and other 
residents of Regent Park, a high needs 
designated neighbourhood in Toronto. 

Over 1,300 people, including 
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some local public school classrooms, 
passed through and took home their 
own personal library of books. 
Residents of eight downtown apart- 
ment towers managed by Brookfield 
Properties donated the books and vol- 


unteers from Ernst & Young and Star- 


bucks helped. One person described | 


the events as, “kids in a candy store.” 

YSM is a downtown Toronto mis- 
sion supported by the Presbyterian 
Church. @ 
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undermine their cred- 
ibility and it might ex- 
pose their total abuse 
of power. 

SW: I still have 
relatives in Burma. My 
wife’s family members 
are there. They aren’t 
doing well because 
there’s no food. People 
are starving all over the country ... not 
only where cyclone hit, but everywhere. 
The international community doesn’t 
really know because Burma doesn’t let 
people know. 

WLR: Currently the living condi- 
tions inside Burma are very poor, un- 
stable and deplorable. And again life 
in refugee camps is very restricted and 
quite parasitical. 

SW: I got out in 1988 when the pro- 
democracy uprising in Burma, during 
the student uprising. My wife left in 
1987. I met a good Canadian friend in 
Thailand, Lloyd Willard Jones. At that 
time he was working for the Canadian 
Baptist Refugee Service in Thailand. 
He gave me sponsorship papers and 
helped me to come to Thunder Bay. 
My wife, Naw Irene, and I have one 
child, a boy. lam happy here. My wife 
and I work at the Valhalla Inn. Our 
son is starting junior kindergarten in 
September. I have never enjoyed such 
freedom as I do here. 

WLR: My wife Daisy and I were 
sponsored by Sleeping Giant Refugee 


Rev. Paul Kang with Wah Lay Ray, Momoh Sankoh and Saw 
Winning from Thunder Bay, Ont., at a conference at Crieff 
Hills, Ont., in April. 


Sponsoring Group and the First Pres- 
byterian Church in Thunder Bay five 
years ago. Life in Canada including 
Thunder Bay is really good: great gov- 
ernment, good education, adequate 
health care, solid services for the new 
immigrants and a variety of tasty food. 
The cost of living in Thunder Bay is 
not high; that’s why 11 Karen families 
have already bought houses. 

Plus friends from the church are very 
hospitable, welcoming and generous. 
They provide clothing, household needs, 
furniture and helped us to begin a new 
life. They’ve allowed us to use church 
facility and have our own Karen service 
after English service (which I pastor). 
They've also let us to do some gardening 
so we can happily plant our favourite 
vegetables behind the church. 


One Hundred Karens and about SO Si- 
erra Leoneans plus some Somalis and 
Ethiopians, all Christians and Muslim 
Sudanese, live in Thunder Bay, thanks to 
efforts by First Church working with Pres- 
byterian World Service and Development. 


St. Andrew's 


Presbyteryan 


is searching fora 


LEAD MINISTER 


For information, visit our web site: 


Church Markham 


Please forward your resume to: 
The Rev. Donald Muir 
Interim Moderator 
50 Wynford Drive 
Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 


www.standrews-markham.ca/search.htm  dmuir@presbyterian.ca 


What are your work 
responsibilities? 

ery few of us deal with the 

following crises as part of our 
daily work: addictions, anger 
issues, childhood abandonment, 
custodial problems, depression, 
domestic abuse, education and 
training, emotional 
crisis, grief, guilt, 
family relationships, 
health problems, 
homelessness { 
and housing, hunger, 4 Sp ‘ 
insolvency, justice 
issues, ramen WICM 
parenting, pregnancy, spousal 
relationships, sexual abuse and 
rape, social assistance, spiritual 
quests, Suicide, and violence. 


‘o- 


In total, during 2007, the staff at 
WICM dealt with more than 700 
separate situations involving these 
devastating life events. 


WICM staff work on the front lines in 
the toughest neighbourhood with the 
most disadvantaged. They act for us. 


CAN YOU HELP? Your donation to 
WICM gives our staff the opportunity 
to make a meaningful impact in the 
lives of those who need it most. 


“Come to me, all you who 
labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” 

Matthew 11:28 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 
Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 

P.O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4A7 
Flora House 204-586-5494 


Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 
204-942-8682 
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WORLD NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


Don’t Sanction Zimbabwe 


ENI—Rev. Samuel Kobia, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, which 
supported comprehensive sanctions 
against apartheid South Africa, has issued 
a warning against imposing an economic 
embargo on Zimbabwe. 

“Children and women are among the 
first to suffer if world governments choose 
to impose economic sanctions,” Kobia said 
in July, after the United States introduced 
a draft resolution on Zimbabwe to the 
UN Security Council. The draft asks for an 
arms embargo, and a travel ban and assets 
freeze against President Robert Mugabe 
and 11 of his top aides. 

Kobiasaid,;Therearestill varying opinions 
as to how to move forward after what can 
be described as a facade election.” 

On June 29 Mugabe was declared 
the victor in a presidential election in 
which he had become the sole candidate. 
Opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai had 
previously pulled out of the poll, citing 
escalating violence against his supporters. 


Make Green Not War 


ENI—World religious leaders who met in 
Sapporo, Japan, in advance of the summit 
of the Group of Eight industrial nations, 
which included Canada’s Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, urged G8 countries to 
cut military spending to finance environ- 
mental protection measures. 
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“Massive defence expenditures, a 
global total of US$1.34 trillion in 2007 ... 
both directly assaults the ecosystem and 
squanders monies that urgently need to 
be directed to sustainable development,” 
the religious leaders said in their Call from 
Sapporo in early July. 

The 100 delegates—of different faiths 
including Buddhism, Christianity, Judaism, 
Islam, and Japan’s Shintoism from more 
than 20 countries—said money saved 
through cuts in military budgets should 
be used for an Earth fund to protect the 
environment and combat poverty. They 
also called for the implementation of the 
UN Millennium Development Goals, which 
among other things, aim to halve global 
poverty by 2015. 


Speak Up, Christians! 


ENI—Evangelical Lutheran Church Holy 
Land Bishop Munib Younan, of Jordan, said 
Christians need to have a stronger voice 
in Jerusalem in order to prevent tensions 
spreading there, and that Muslims and 
Christians should work together on 
ecology issues.’Europeis suffering because 
[Christians] do not know how to talk with 
Muslims. Africa is also having problems on 
how to talk to Muslims. Ecology is the way 
to speak to the Muslims because we share 
the environment.” He was speaking at the 
June meeting of the main governing body 
of the 68-million-strong Lutheran World 
Federation. 

The Lutheran council meeting, held 
about every 15 months, took place near 
the foot of Africa’s highest mountain, and 
with the theme, Melting Snow on Mount 
Kilimanjaro: A Witness of a Suffering 
Creation. Much of the discussion focused 
on climate change. 


PC(USA) Assembly News 


ENI—U.S. Jewish groups are praising 
actions taken at the general assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church (USA) that 
include a_ call for denominational 
members to become, “non-partisan 
advocates for peace” in the Middle East, 
and that state that the church should not 
become identified with any one party 
in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. “We 
welcome the movement by Presbyterians 


toward balance,” nine Jewish groups 
said in a statement after the late June 
assembly. 

Relations between US Jewish groups 
and the PC(USA) have been strained since 
2004. Then, the denomination approved 
a resolution calling for, “phased selective 
divestment in multinational corporations 
operating in Israel” because of Israeli 
policies in the Palestinian territories. 

Following criticism about the 
divestment issue, the US church said in 
2006 that it should only invest in corpo- 
rations doing business in Israel or the 
Palestinian territories that were pursuing 
“peaceful” policies. 

Other news from this year’s assembly: 

- Approval, by 380 votes to 325, of a 
proposed change in the denomination’s 
constitution that would, in effect, permit 
the ordination of openly gay clergy. 

Though the divisions within the PCUSA 

have not become as contentious as those 
of the US Episcopal (Anglican) Church, 
they have nonetheless been heated, and 
those opposed to the action said it would 
harm the church.”Don’t send a shock wave 
through the church,” said Rev. William 
Stepp, adding that the denomination, 
“needs a continuing strong witness to 
biblical standards for sexuality.” Rev. Susan 
Fisher said U.S. Presbyterians had debated 
the ordination issue for three decades and 
it was time, “to give the church voice, and 
vote to change language.” 
-Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow, 39, as the deno- 
mination’s moderator, and Rev. Gradye 
Parsons as the general assembly's stated 
clerk. Parsons succeeds Rev. Clifton Kirkpa- 
trick, who has served 12 years. Kirkpa- 
trick will continue to continue to serve 
for two years as president of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


Dutch turn to youth for advice 


ENI—Young adults dubbed “ambassa- 
dors for ecumenism” are to scrutinise the 
work of the Council of Churches in the 
Netherlands for one year as of September. 
The council's chairperson, Henk van Hout, 
made the announcement in Utrecht at a 
symposium to mark the 40th anniversary 
of the foundation of the council, the main 
ecumenical body in the Netherlands. 
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The Real 


OP 


P 
CHRISTIANITY 


Agenda 


But first we have to get past the business. By ANDREW FAIZ 


n the last day in Ottawa at the 134th General 
() Assembly of the Presbyterian Church commis- 

sioners were told there was good news and bad 
news. Good news: all business was completed—recommen- 
dations, overtures, reports all done. Bad news: there was 
still an agenda and the assembly had to continue. Above 
the speaker’s head on a large screen was the agenda that 
Was proving to be the bad news and forcing the assem- 
bled to remain in court: presentations by the Young Adult 
Representatives and the student representatives from the 
three colleges. 

I am certain that the speaker would be horrified to 
think his joke could be seen as anything other than its 
intent, to lighten the mood; but, this example is the classic 
definition of “systemic discrimination.” I don’t mean to 
pick on the speaker, of course, but this moment perfectly 
illustrates for me a continuing struggle between those who 
control the business of the church and those who struggle 
to express their voice. 

This was a very emotional assembly during which 
some voices long left silent were heard personally and 
powerfully. Tuesday evening two residential school survi- 
vors gave their testimony honestly and graciously. And the 
assembly moderator, Rev. Cheol Soon Park, tapped into the 
deep emotions in the court and expressed on our behalf, as 
a fellow Presbyterian, the horror and sorrow felt by every- 
body towards the condescending apartheid of the past. 

In that moment age, culture, race, presbytery and all 
other shallow identities were erased and we were all one 
in the name of Christ, expressing our apology through our 
moderator to people victimized by our institution. 

Most people in the room were aware an official apology 
had been expressed by the church many years ago. But, the 
moment was about listening—yes, again—and responding 
with pastoral care. And that listening was a steady theme 
through the week. Park, who just happens to be of Korean 
descent, was a reminder that our church has moved past 
its European roots. (Last year’s moderator was of Dutch 
descent, one of a few in a long line of Scots, Irish and 
English; the two before were women, one a long serving 
lay member, in a tradition of men and clergy). The cele- 
bration of the centenary of diaconal ministry reminded 
us of those tireless women who worked faithfully in the 


trenches while they were denied keys to the front door. 

And while the majority of the commissioners were 
of European descent, the court represented almost every 
continent, and many of these “others” did participate 
in the debate. Also, in its course assembly approved the 
church’s new race relations policy; which, though decades 
behind society, is a welcome addition to our process. 

And so in a week of opening voices it was discouraging 
that our youth were mocked as bad news agenda. It was a 
recidivist moment delaying the future. And as always at 
these moments—examples of diaconal ministers and resi- 
dential school survivors come to mind—it is the gracious- 
ness of the “other” that saves the day. 


| look forward to these speeches each year 

as | do the YARs; and this year’s group of teens 
was particularly remarkable. Serious, witty, 
sincere, talented, born leaders—they asked 
the church for more voice 


After a week of looking back at our sins and our 
forgotten heroes it was good to look forward with those 
who carry hope. Two of the college students have come 
only recently to the Presbyterian Church—one listed our 
polity as a primary reason. All three spoke of their passion 
for the church; it was very moving. 

I look forward to these speeches each year as I do to the 
YARs; and this year’s group of teens was particularly remark- 
able. Serious, witty, sincere, talented, born leaders—they 
asked the church for more voice. One of them suggested 
each congregation have a YAR on session. I second that 
motion, moderator! 

As somebody who was ordained elder in his early 
twenties, I know it’s not an easy job. As a YAR on session 
I could have eased into the job. That is one smart way of 
getting through the business of church to its real agenda. 
We are an institution in the name of one who was anti- 
institutional. He spoke truth to power; not power to truth. 
Which, by the way, is another definition of systemic 
discrimination. 


Andrew Faiz is the managing editor of this publication. You can 
reach him at mngeditor@presbyterianrecord.ca. 
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Park calls 
for ange 


| Suggests the church step down from the podium and move into the community. 
. BY EMILY WIERENGA 


@V.. Dr. Cheol Soon Park, Moderator of this year’s General 
Asembly, wants to see the church move to the forefront of 
society. “Church should have the vision and understanding 
of the future or of the next generation, and we as a Christian community 
should show the people what to prepare and how to prepare and how 
we should move into the next stage; so my main theme is change.” 

In addition to becoming an agent of change, Park hopes to see the 
church initiate healing and reconciliation amongst the nations of the 
world. He makes mention of the pain caused in part by the church’s 
involvement with Indian residential schools; the devastating situation in 
the Middle East; the death of another Canadian soldier in Afghanistan, 
and the seemingly irresolvable conflict between North and South Korea. 

“I'd like to call all the members of PCC to pray for and participate 
in promoting the understanding and the spirit of peace, a permanent 
peace in these regions. Those two things are my main focus this year.” 

And to make this happen, Park recommends minister and leaders 
iy, of the church start by stepping down from their podiums and into the 
| community. “We're just staying within the boundaries and saying, ‘This 
: is who we are, so if you're interested join us.’ Instead we should go out 
| and reach people,” he says. “The majority of society feels very foreign 
| and uncomfortable to the church culture. We’re just pushing them 


further away from us. 
“Pondering the possibility or reflecting on the implications of this 
move/change is a luxury that we cannot afford anymore,” he tells the 
Record. “I'd like to call for some action, some move, some decisions from 
4 local churches ... if we prolong the process too long we will be in a situa- 
tion that we won’t be able to do anything and that will be too late.” = 
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Power of 


the gospel 


Hans Kouwenberg reflects on the past year. 
BY EMILY WIERENGA 


44) continue to be 
concerned about 
adequate advocacy 
within the national 
offices for ongoing 
local congregational 
development, worship 
and evangelism, 

as well as for develo- 
ping new national 
and regional 
strategies for new 
church development47 
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@V. pr. Hans Kouwenberg expressed concern the Presbyterian 


that of a movement. “Although our new national resource 
centre, the Vine Network Helpline and The Vine Leadership Links sound 
promising, I continue to be concerned about adequate advocacy within the 
national offices for ongoing local congregational development, worship 
and evangelism, as well as for developing new national and regional strate- 
gies for new church development,” Kouwenberg told commissioners in his 
closing speech as moderator of the 133rd General Assembly. 

Kouwenberg went on to share his appreciation for local congregations’ 
desire to be “healthy” and said he was encouraged throughout his travels 
across Canada by the “creative faithfulness” of ministers and lay people. 

The minister of Calvin, Abbotsford, B.C., visited Kenya and Malawi 


Church may have more of an institutional stance rather than | 


during his moderatorial year, where he was struck by “the passionate — 


spirituality of African Christians in the midst of poverty.” In Korea, he 
saw “passionate spirituality in the midst of plenty;” and, in Scotland, he 


was duly impressed by the General Assembly’s “depth and breadth of | 


deliberations and decision making.” 

Kouwenberg also had a personal visit to the prime minister’s office. 
The highlight of the year, however, was the Aboriginal and Church 
Leaders’ Tour—an event he said was “the most painful yet moving expe- 
rience in which I was privileged to represent our church.” 

Remember the children, Kouwenberg urged commissioners. “It behoves 

every one of us to learn more about what happened during those dark days 
when our Aboriginal neighbours’ culture, language and spirit was taken 
away from them, and to pledge ourselves to walk in new ways of reconcili- 
ation with Aboriginal, Metis and Inuit people whenever we can.” 
Overall, Kouwenberg said, his experience as moderator has made him 
more of an informed and interested global citizen and Christian. “I’m 
more than ever convinced of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of 
the power of the gospel, and the difference that can be made by the 
compassion and care of God’s people.” 
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he enthusiastic congregation gathered 
at Knox, Ottawa, for the opening of the 
General Assembly experienced a worship 
service that was memorable. The presence of several 
hundred ready-to-sing Presbyterians put the average 
karaoke bar to shame. The Knox organ and choir 
were properly “classical” in that wonderful building 
and brought sweet memories to those who are weary 
of the 7/11 songs of seven words sung 11 times. 

Holy Communion included the Biblical drink of 
wine and also water (but, not grape juice). Somehow 
I could not get the wedding feast at Cana out of 
my head and wondered if on this particular occa- 
sion what had been water had turned into wine or 
perhaps wine had turned into water? This question 
kept me occupied during the Assembly. I suspect that 
both actions occurred as sometimes the Assembly 
was Cautious and anxious sailing the waters of our 
time and at other times opened the wine of new 
challenges and opportunities. 

The election of Rev. Cheol Soon Park as Moder- 
ator was, of course, unanimous. A busload of people 
from Toronto Korean Church had driven from 
Toronto to be present as a sign of their support. Later 
in the evening the Korean contingent made the long 
return trip home in order to arise early for worship 
and work. It was unfortunate that these folks, many 
wearing their traditional Korean dress, could not 
have been more visible, perhaps seated at the front 
of the church. 

That we prayed and sang in French, our second 
national language, and sang a little in Spanish was 
appreciated but it also tended to highlight that there 
were no prayers or hymns in the first language of our 
Moderator and in what is now the second language 
of our denomination, Korean. 

I could not help but wonder why the Assembly 
theme “To Seek Justice” was not evidenced at that 
teaching moment called “the offering.” With 
suffering brothers and sisters in China and Burma 
and elsewhere around the world it would have been 
an appropriate sign of our commitment to justice if 
the offering was designated to help elsewhere rather 
than for Assembly expenses. 

Rev. Dr. Hans Kouwenberg, retiring moder- 
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Water 


General Assembly Impressions. 
BY L. E, TED SIVERNS 


ator, displayed both at the opening service and 
throughout the Assembly his ability and commit- 
ment as he spoke about the older ’Presbyterian” 
brother (presbuteros translated as “elder”) in Jesus’ 
parable of the Prodigal Son. Later in the week, on 
an unforgettable Tuesday evening, the focus was on 
First Nations’ poignant stories and colourful dance. 
Kouwenberg spoke with eloquent passion of our call 
to justice and need for reconciliation with our First 
Nations sisters and brothers. Oh what a night! 
Meanwhile back at the opening service and 
throughout the Assembly, guests were introduced, 
guests who pointed us beyond ourselves to the 
larger world of denomination and religion (this 
time Buddhist) that cannot be ignored and who » 
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ENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 


WATER AND 


WINE >> 


44 was itan Assembly 
of Wine or Water? 
There wasn’t much 

to be ashamed of 


challenge us to be open to the ways 
in which God continues to love his 
world. 

Park was a gentle Moderator of the 


General Assembly, speaking wisely, 

nor were there words itt te zi ene te 
led praying thoughtfully an eing firm 
that could be ca when occasions called for it. During his 
prophetic. Probably year as Moderator he will no doubt be a 
asusual,weachieved good ambassador for Christ and for the 


a compromise 


of watered-down 


wine; or, was it 


wine-flavoured 


water? 4? 


Presbyterian Church. 

The justice theme was a constant at 
Assembly but other than Tuesday night’s 
focus on First Nations it tended to be a 
catch-word that lacked definition and 
content—more water than wine. 

Of course there was humour both 
intended and unintended. One of the students 
from our colleges brought down the house when he 
solemnly declared that “we are a united church.” 

The Friday sederunt also reflected the wine and 
water that is the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
There was genuine enthusiasm on the part of the 
ruling elder who sought a method to place a motion 
that committed the denomination to yearly Assem- 
blies though he would have been ruled out of order 
had his motion been proposed. The debate about 
yearly or biennial Assemblies will continue into the 
foreseeable future or so it seems. 

Strange to many ears, the closing of the Assembly 
involved several commissioners giving advice to 


the Young Adult Observers, the Assembly and the 
Moderator—all of which is a procedural no-no. The 
Loyal Address was quite unusual in that though 
it consisted of a song prepared for the occasion— 
a song that focussed on the Assembly itself rather 
than on our loyalty and commitment to the world 
in which we live. 

Now that the 134th Assembly is over, the work 
begins on carrying out what we have agreed to do 
and preparing for next year’s Assembly in Hamilton, 
Ont. Was it an Assembly of Wine or Water? There 
wasn’t much to be ashamed of, nor were there 
words that could be called prophetic. Probably and 
as usual, we achieved a compromise of watered- 
down wine; or, was it wine-flavoured water? 

On the Saturday prior to the opening of the 
General Assembly close to 100 elders gathered at St. 
Paul’s Church for a series of workshops sponsored 
by the Elders’ Institute of St. Andrew’s Hall. This 
was the sixth year of this program, a program that 
has helped raise St. Andrew’s profile and provided 
support for ruling elders. (Full Disclosure: I was 
involved in this event so you may count this as 
propaganda; though my words are true). An over- 
ture has asked that the Wednesday of Assembly be 
a day of teaching and this will be considered with a 
report to next year’s General Assembly. @ 


Dr. Siverns has retired once again, this time as acting 


Dean of St. Andrew’s Hall in Vancouver. 


Assembly 
Reaffirms 


ot a ies 


1) 
Christ 


REVISED INTERFAITH 
MANDATE CONCERNS 
COMMISSIONERS. 

BY EMILY WIERENGA 
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Th longest debate at 
O inis year’s assem- 
bly was an extension of issues 
raised last year by the Ecu- 
menical and Interfaith Rela- 
tions Committee. An overture 
asked assembly to reaffirm the 
uniqueness of Christ because 
the committee’s revised man- 
date “included words that left 
people confused in terms of 
our relationship with people 
of other faiths,’ Rev. Shan- 
non Bell-Wyminga, of B.C’s 
Cariboo Ministry explained to 


the Record. 

“If it’s perceived that our 
church no longer adheres to 
the saving work of Christ, that’s 
as great a problem as if it were 
true.” She acknowledged that 
there were no _ inconsistent 
beliefs among the commis- 
sioners—just a variety of views, 
“but we need a foundation and 
this mandate should be that 
common ground.” 

Rev. James T. Hurd of 
Ottawa agreed, “We must make 
a statement and affirmation to 


Christ; it’s worth repeating.” 
Rev. Bob Faris, Interfaith 
convener, assured the assem- 
bly that the committee con- 
ducts all its work within all the 
subordinate standards of the 
church. The committee argued 
the overture was redundant. 
Dan MacKinnon, Presby- 
tery of Ottawa, supported the 
overture, told the Record: “1 
don’t think anyone had any 
reservations about whether 
we should be engaged in 
inter-faith dialogue; the issue 
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Our 


Uniqueness 


TH GENERAL 
134 ASSEMBLY 


This is not the time for us to be threatened or become defensive. BY IN KEE KIM 


for most of us was about being 
clear about what we believed as 
Christians. Comments made by 
some of this committee’s mem- 
bers, past and present, seemed 
sufficiently veiled as to not inspire 
confidence.” 

The Ecumenical Relations 
Committee added “interfaith” to its 
name in 2004. In 2007, there was 
extended debate over the commit- 
tee’s proposal that Presbyterians 
be encouraged “to acknowledge, 
understand and appreciate other 
faith traditions.” = 


@ 

t this General Assembly, I saw the struggle of the Pres- 
byterian Church trying to cope with the changing world. | 
sensed that many recognized the church could not remain 
as it had been. How can we be faithful to our Lord Jesus 
Christ while meaningfully engaging in a dialogue with the changing 
world that surrounds us? That was the big question we were struggling 
with at this Assembly. The Christian community has been struggling with 
that question from the very beginning. There was a lengthy debate about 
the uniqueness of Christ. Behind this debate, I saw that it was not just 
about the uniqueness of Christ but our own identity. Who are we in the 
context of this fast changing world? What is our own uniqueness? 

General Assembly is a process of our church through which we iden- 
tify and redefine who we are. We believe that God speaks to us through 
that process and lets us know His will. Not everyone agrees with decisions 
we make and not everyone accepts them as God’s will for this church but 
nevertheless we honour the decisions and the process that mould us 
to be the people of God. No one decision by itself will be perfect and 
absolute but we trust that in the course of this process, God will make 
His will clear. This is a very important spiritual process and I saw people 
participate in it as a spiritual discipline, not merely as a duty. We are 
constantly reforming ourselves through this process. The Assembly is 
not a place where I exert my opinions and coerce the court to approve 
what I want. It is a place where we need to open ourselves, listen to 
each other and learn from each other. We should humbly take the risk 
of changing our ideas as we see the revelation of God that is disclosed 
through this process. I saw the sincerity and openness of the commis- 
sioners who debated matters in an orderly manner. One of the Han-Ca 
Presbytery commissioners shared with me that he was impressed by the 
tolerance of the people even though they sometimes had very different 
opinions with each other. 

I was personally deeply touched by the testimony of our aborig- > 
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KIM >> inal sister and brother. There 
was a deep sense of the spiritual 
reality of pain when Cree Elder 

M «od of the cross Irene Lindsay and the Execu- 


tive Director of the National 
Residential Schools Survivors’ 
Society, Ted Quewezance spoke 
so eloquently, sincerely and 
boldly, of their pain and weak- 
nesses. They chose to be vulner- 
able. They showed tears in front 
of a whole crowd but I saw that 
they were not alone. Many 
people cried with them. When 
I looked around, I saw a man 
crying uncontrollably. When the 
Moderator gave them a heartfelt 
hug, my heart was filled with the 
deep compassion of God who 
embraced all of us there, espe- 
cially the ones who shared the 
pain. Their willingness to be vulnerable brought the Assembly 
together, deeply mourning our own weaknesses and dark- 
ness. At that moment, our differences did not matter. We all 
felt that we were together. We felt the solidarity that comes 
not with a decision of a court but from our hearts. There was 
no more segregation because of race, culture and not even 
religion. That is the power of the cross. 

God of the cross is our uniqueness. Ultimately God 
brought healing, salvation and justice to the world using the 
very people who are weak, vulnerable, voiceless and defense- 
less, not the powerful ones. God on the cross was also weak, 
vulnerable, voiceless and defenseless. It is a very unique 
image of God. The Presbyterian Church is going through its 
own weak and vulnerable time. It is not the time for us to 
be threatened and become defensive. It is the time to reflect 
our own weaknesses and vulnerability and hear again Jesus’ 
unique teaching and build on new solidarity with all those 
who are suffering from pain in this world. It will not only 
keep us from the temptation of being a “power” religion but 
it will also renew our spirit to create a spiritual community 
which constantly redefines and reforms its unique identity. 
This is the best time to do that. It is not the time to try to 
revamp our church to be another popular religion or to go 
back to our glorious days but to rethink the essence of Jesus’ 
teaching and be true disciples. Suffering in this world and our 
own suffering will be a good teacher. Not only does it teache 
us the humility to embrace our own weaknesses but also the 
hope for justice in this world. When Jesus touched those who 
suffer, it not only healed them from pain but it also renewed 
them and made them the people of hope. That hope is the 
power of Christians. That is the uniqueness of our existence 
in this world, a uniqueness which cannot come by a court's 
decision but by being in solidarity with those who suffer. m 


is our uniqueness. 
Our uniqueness is 

in our belief in God 
who embraced the 
people’s deep dar- 
kness of pain; God 
chose to be among 
them and even be 
vulnerable on the 
cross. Ultimately 
God brought healing, 
salvation and justice 
to the world#7 


Rev. In Kee Kim is minister of St. Timothy’s, Toronto. 
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Ai Heart to 
Heart Response 


BY EMILY WIERENGA 


“Tf you invite someone to 


be open and honest 
about wounds you’ve inflicted 
on them, either personally or 
through identification, then 
you also have the responsibil- 
ity to ask for forgiveness from 
the individual or group you have 
wounded,” said Rev. Dan Mack- 
innon of Grace, Ottawa, following 
his request that the moderator 
apologize to General Assembly’s 
aboriginal guests. 

It was Tuesday night, June 
2—-the day after Canada’s five- 
year Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission officially began, and 
the first full day of sederunts at 
Assembly. MacKinnon’s request 
for an apology was instigated by 
visits from Ted Quewezance, ex- 
ecutive director of the National 
Residential School Survivors’ 
Society, and Aboriginal elder and 
residential school survivor Irene 
Lindsay, who runs her own grand- 
mothers’ group in Ottawa. 

In response to MacKinnon’s 
request Rev. Cheol Soon Park 
turned to Lindsay and said, “On 
behalf of all the people in this 


room, I’d like to offer the most 
sincere apology. Thank you, and 
we ask for your prayers.” He then 
embraced her, and wept with her. 
The elder told the Assembly no 
one had ever done that before. 

Park later admitted MacKin- 
non’s request had taken him by 
surprise, but his heart was “very 
open” to it. His Korean heritage 
resonated with the suffering of 
the Aboriginal people. 

“For 36 years Korean people 
were under Japanese regime; 
we lost our culture, language, 
names and were forced to take 
Japanese names ... there was 
so much abuse done to Korean 
people,” shared Park. “Coming 
from this kind of background, 
as | hear the stories, the tragic 
mistake committed to aborigi- 
nal brothers and sisters, | felt 
the same pain, | felt the same 
agony—their prayers, and their 
cries. \ 

“That made me respond to 
this situation and request from 
my heart. Not just as a formal- 
ity, but as a heart-to-heart re- 
sponse.” 
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hen the Order of Diaconal Min- 
istries called upon their longest- 
serving member, 100-year-old 
Margaret Williams, to say a few words in honour of 
their centennial year, the diminutive lady took the 
microphone, said, “Thank you very much,” then 
stood back and smiled. 

Established in 1908 by action of the 34th Gen- 
eral Assembly, Diaconal Ministries was founded 
to “take steps to set apart an order of women who 
shall be known as deaconesses; who shall serve the 
church as nurses, parish visitors, dispensers of char- 
ity and in any other way that may prove desirable,” 
as well as “approve at the same time some method 
by which graduates may be specifically designated 
by the Church when entering their work.” 

Since its inception, Diaconal members have 
faithfully served the church as evangelists, nurses, 
teachers and missionaries in Canada and overseas. 
In the early 1900s when there were few social agen- 
cies, many deaconesses also served in health and 
social services. 

During the 50s and 60s the focus was largely on 
Christian Education; they have also served as Hospi- 
tal Visitors, Pastoral Assistants, Home and Overseas 
Missionaries, Administrators and Area Educational 
Consultants. 

In 1984 the Order of Deaconesses was renamed 
the Order of Diaconal Ministries, opening the door 
for men to become members. Since then the Order 
has continued to serve the church while main- 
taining a strong relationship with other similar 
organizations—specifically, the Diakonia World 
Federation. 

Donna Mcllveen, administrator for Diaconal 
Ministries, told the Record: “We are hopeful that 
across the church, the Order will be celebrated. 
In many presbyteries there are members—some 
retired, some active—who have by their service 
impacted the lives of others. We are encouraging 
congregations and presbyteries to share in the cele- 
bration—to seek out a member of the Order and lis- 
ten to their story—to offer thanks for the first 100 
years and to help the Order move with continued 
purpose into the next 100 years.” 


TH GENERAL 
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Celebrating a century of 
Diaconal Ministries. 


BY EMILY WIERENGA 


She expressed grati- 
tude on behalf of the 
organization for the 
commissioners at the 
134th General Assem- 
bly “who so. gener- 
ously gave to our anni- 
versary offering project 
of upgrading the Flora 


MWe are encouraging 
congregations and 
presbyteries to share 
in the celebration— 
to seek out a member 
of the Order and listen 
to their story47 


House Computer Lab. Our original goal was $1,500. 
The generosity displayed was inspiring. What a joy- 
ous way to begin our celebration!” 
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Ensuring 
Women’s 
Wisdom 


MERCY ODUYOYE, E. 
H. JOHNSON AWARD 
RECIPIENT. 

BY EMILY WIERENGA 


FT 4 are trying to help women see 

We where the good news lies. We 
are taking the veil off issues they normally 
don’t talk about,” said Dr. Mercy Oduyoye, 
founder of The Circle of Concerned African 
Women Theologians, in her address to com- 
missioners at the E.H. Johnson Award Lun- 
cheon on June 3. 

A Ghanian Methodist married to a Nige- 
rian Anglican, Oduyoye is a passionate femi- 
nist Christian. “I came from a maternal cul- 
ture and married into a paternal one,” she 
said. “There’s such cultural variety in Africa. 
My goal is to come to terms with human 
nature being one: male and female are dif- 
ferent only for the purpose of procreation. 
Beyond that we share all the same rules.” 

The Circle began in 1989 with a gath- 
ering of African women theologians. Later, 
several national chapters were initiated 
and the Circle began to spread. Typically, 
says Oduyoye, the Circle engages in issues 
embedded in culture or religion. It’s through 
such dialogue, Oduyoye believes, that women 
will be empowered and liberated in a largely 
misogynistic culture. 

Oduyoye has travelled the globe, been 
published in the area of Missiology and 
women-centred theology, and has been 
awarded five honorary doctorates in Theology 
and Ecumenical Leadership—the latest of 
which was given by Yale in May. “For as long 
as women remain a majority that is discrimi- 
nated against, and religion remains a key fac- 
tor in human life, women in theology will find 
themselves having to ensure that wisdom is 
not perceived as being in the nature of men 
only,’ Oduyoye told commissioners. 

Oduyoye studied theology at the Univer- 
sity of Ghana, Legon, and at Cambridge in the 
United Kingdom, taught high school in both 
Ghana and Nigeria, and was on the faculty of 
the Department of Religious Studies at the 
University of Ibadan, Nigeria. 
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Sailin 
with t 
Spiri 


Vanuatu visitors return mission message to Assembly. 
BY EMILY WIERENGA 


¢ ¢ We are standing here 


because of the gospel which met 
us 160 years ago,” said Vanuatu- 
native Rev. George Aki to commis- 
sioners at this year’s General 
Assembly. 

As Moderator of the General 
Assembly of Vanuatu, Aki made 
the trip to Canada along with Rev. 
Kalsakau Urtalo in order to cele- 
brate 160 years of being in rela- 
tionship with The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

Aki expressed gratefulness for the “faith of the missionaries of your Church 
who came to share and witness to our people.” He made specific reference 
to Presbyterian minister John Geddie, who left Canada in 1846 to share the 
gospel message with the people of Vanuatu. Aki recalled Geddie’s words upon 
leaving Canada: “I go forth with a resolve in the strength of grace to devote my 
soul, my body, my all to my Redeemer’s service and glory.” 

Urtalo, Assembly Clerk of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu offered a 
handmade sailboat to the Canadian Moderator. “We have a gift and this gift is 
in the church,” he said. “The boat cannot sail without the power of the wind; 
we believe it’s the wind of the Holy Spirit of God that took you to sail ftom 
your country across the ocean to where our island is. We want to es this boat 
to you as a reminder of the Spirit which brought us back to you.” | 

Moderator Cheol Soon Park took the boat, embraced the men, then turned 
to the commissioners and said, “It took these men 22 hours to get to Toronto 
and then five hours of driving to get here; it took our missionaries two years to 
get to Vanuatu 160 years ago. \ 

“We are reminded by this wonderful gift what the Great Commission is 
about. Go forth and commit yourself to this purpose.” 
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A message from 
the frontlines. 
BY CHASE JOHNSON 


he theme of the week, 
To Seek Justice, spoke to 
me about the truth of resi- 
dential schools and how this genera- 
tion can make a difference by learning 
from the mistakes of the past. I agree 
with what my friend and fellow Young 
Adult Representative Paul Dick said 
during his speech at our presenta- 
tion “We want to see a Canada where 
Aboriginal people can thrive and feel 
proud to express their culture, tradi- 
tions, and spirituality. As the future 
leaders of Canada it is our responsibility 
to begin by starting a new chapter” 
On Wednesday night the YARs were 
given a challenge. YAR Anne Maclean 
paints the picture: “We were dropped 
off in the Byward market with $5 each, 
and were told we had a half hour to buy 
food for a picnic supper. This involved 
working together, pooling our money 


and organizing who bought what. This 
proved to be quite tricky—there are many 
strong leaders in our group with different 
opinions. We figured out quickly that 
we could not please everyone. However, 
we all came back with something, and 
although it was a pretty random supper, 
everyone had enough.” 

The generational gap is quite prev- 
alent in our church. It’s the Sunday 
schools, youth groups, young adult 
groups and summer camps that are 
the frontlines of this Church as far as 
evangelism and spiritual growth are 
concerned. Do whatever you can to give 
them the education, spiritual support 
and the tools necessary to work for the 
cause of Christ in today’s Church. 


Chase Johnson is a youth director at First, 
New Westminster, B.C. The full version of 
YAR and student speeches are online. 


Strong Feelings—Great! 


In Matthew 5, Jesus says “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled ... Blessed are those who mourn, for the will be comforted.” When we seek justice, we have 
Christ’s promise that we will find it in Him, that the brokenness in our relationships with God, our 
planet and each other will be healed and we will be reconciled through the grace of Jesus Christ. 
Curtis Babitz—Student Representative, St. Andrew's Hail/Vancouver School of Theology 


During the week indeed we could witness some tensions, some polarizations and also some fears com- 
ing out of each group. Fears that some overtures or recommendations would jeopardize the identity and 
perhaps orthodoxy of our denomination. During those moments this resurrection narrative came to my 
mind: Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you. “ John 9 

Richard Bonetto—Student Representative, Presbyterian College, Montreal 


We heard from many this weekK—many strong feelings, representing strong opinions within our vari- 
ous churches. | say “great!” It’s as it should be. No real community agrees all the time—no family is 
always completely uniform in their understanding. In fact, its diversity that makes us stronger. 
Jeremy Bellsmith—Student Representative, Knox College, Toronto 
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Some more 


GA NEWS 


On-going tweaks to make a richer church. 


BY EMILY WIERENGA 


44 cor as long as women 
remain a majority that 
is discriminated against 
and religion remains 

a key factor in human 
life ... women’s wisdom 
has to be a part of what 
moves our community 
both in church and 

in society#7 
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nternational Affairs Committee made a recommendation 
endorsing visits to the Holy Land sponsored by the Sabeel Ecu- 
menical Liberation Theology Centre in Jerusalem. It failed to pass 
after commissioners suggested evidence had been found for Sabeel 
being anti-Semitic; it was also recommended that the court be offered more 
than one tour group through which to visit the Holy Land. 


e The Women’s Missionary Society submitted that both numbers 
and funds are decreasing dramatically. “We have no doubt that God 
does have a plan,” said convener, Druse Bryan. In 2009 the WMS will 
be forced to decrease contributions to regional staff from $396,000 to 
$200,000. The Moderator commended Bryan for stepping up in such a 
difficult time, and assured the WMS of prayers. 


e The Pension and Benefits Board recommended that congregations 
and other employers paying premiums for active members of the Health 
and Dental Plan should be exempted from paying premiums for the first 
quarter of 2008. In addition, given the financial status of the Pension 
Plan an adequate surplus is not available to enable the board to grant a 
cost of living increase for 2009. 


¢ While some presbyteries suffer from a short supply of interim moder- 
ators, that position cannot be filled by ruling elders. The Clerks, in consul- 
tation with the Committee on Church Doctrine, suggested that serving as 
an interim moderator is different from serving as moderator and requires 
a minister of Word and Sacraments. An overture requesting the Assembly 
to permit elders not serving on session to be equalizing elders was also 
defeated, with the clerks noting that elders must be “on the constituent 
role of one court in order to serve on the constituent role of another.” 


e The Clerks also recommended against establishing a special commit- 
tee of past moderators, saying they are concerned this would “amount 
to an additional body within the governance of our church that would 
run counter to the fundamental roots of our polity.” 
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¢ Minor changes in by-laws and staffing at Knox 
College were adopted. “We basically did a clean up 
of 1998 bylaws—they were too detailed; we wanted 
room to move,” said Dr. Dorcas Gordon, principal of 
Knox College. 


* Rev, Dale Woods was appointed as Director of Pas- 
toral Studies at The Presbyterian College, Montreal, 
for a three-year term effective July 1, 2008. 


¢ Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald was granted tenure and 
promoted to full professor of Church and Society at 
Knox College. 


¢ Changes to the Church’s camping and outdoor 
ministries were initiated by the Life and Mission 
Agency. All camps and outdoor ministries will abide 
by the Leading with Care policy; LMA will help 
make financial resources available to camps, includ- 
ing a meeting with a financial strategist, in hopes of 
establishing long-term endowment funds and a clear 
financial strategy for camping ministries; a means of 
assistance will be explored for camps not yet fully 
accredited due to financial stress as long as these 
camps move toward full provincial accreditation by 
2010; and LMA will provide governance training for 
camps and supervising bodies. And, it was decided 
national funds will be alloted for the operation of 
camps owned and operated by the PCC. 


* Rick Fee, who recently battled a very rare virus, 
was remembered by LMA convener Rev. Daniel Cho. 
“God has answered our prayer. He is recovered.” 


+ Congregations were encouraged to explore energy 
conservation measures for their buildings, and where 
possible, conduct energy audits. Congregations were 
reminded that the church’s Lending Fund may pro- 
vide up to $60,000 in loans for such endeavours. 


¢ A response to an overture requesting biennial assem- 
blies was deferred until 2009, as was a report on the 
translation of Living Faith and the Book of Forms into 
Korean. Any further work and discussion on a stole for 
the Moderator of the General Assembly will cease. 


* The Committee on History has been authorized 
to create the National Presbyterian Museum Com- 
mittee comprised of nine members who will run 
the museum, coordinate finances, nominate a cura- 
tor, and advise and support the curator. The change 
comes after Rev. Dr. John Johnston, the museum’s 
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founder and curator, passed away in January. A min- 
ute of appreciation was recorded in his honour. 


* Canada Ministries is planning a new program 
which will give greater assistance in planting new 
congregations by providing, at the request of the 
presbytery, a fund to allow the use of a consultant; 
along with a ‘coaching’ program for each New Church 
Development worker, a mentoring program, annual 
New Church conferences, bursaries and continuing 
education events. Canada Ministries believes there is 
a need to become more intentional about planting 
churches throughout Canada. 


* Rev. Dr. Jim Czegledi, former associate secretary 
for Worship and Evangelism Minutes and Mr. Keith 
Knight, associate secretary for Resource Production and 
Communication were both remembered by Assembly. 


* Assembly Council presented two policies for 
approval: The Policy of The Presbyterian Church in 
Canada for Dealing with Allegations of Racial Harass- 
ment—Growing in Christ: Seeing the Image of God 
in our Neighbour, and A Statement of Commitment 
Toward Racial and Ethnic Diversity in Leadership at 
the National Level of The Presbyterian Church in Can- 
ada which dealt the issues of hiring national staff and 
appointment of volunteers to national committees. 

This triggered an emotional response: One com- 
missioner said the KKK couldn’t have written a more 
racist policy. “You’re proposing to hire people based 
on race; this is not justice,” he said. 

Incredulous at this sort of response, and in tears, 
Sheldon Lawrence, an elder from West Toronto whose 
roots trace to African descent said, “We should all be 
looking past our own skin. Has it really come to this?” 

“I don’t see it as promoting people because of 
their race,” responded another commissioner from 
Toronto. “I see it as saying, ‘Don’t leave out others 
because of their race or background.’” 

Another concurred, “This is a small denomina- 
tion and I have been on nominating committees 
within presbyteries where people are scratching their 
heads wondering who they can wrangle into their 
jobs, and we don’t think to ask those who haven’t 
spoken up, who haven’t been part of the same crowd 
... We could be richer as a church if we did.” 

Both policies were accepted. “There’s such a thing 
as structural discrimination; it’s not intentional,” said 
Assembly Council convener Lisbeth Duncan. “This is 
a statement reminding us all this is a vision we hope 
to see become reality.” m 
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DISCERNMENT 


Seeking Gaspel 
chgagement 


The challenge is not reaching the numbers but remaining true to Christ. 


BY ARTHUR VAN SETERS 


hen someone admits to a 
conversion experience in 
a CBC interview, my ears 


suddenly listen a bit more attentively. 
When that person is the vice-presi- 
dent for government policy with the 
National Association of Evangelicals in 
the United States, admitting to a major 
shift in his thinking about the environ- 
ment, I become really curious! Richard 
Cizik did precisely that in late March 
after witnessing first-hand the extensive 
environmental degradation in Alaska. 
He said he could no longer bracket 
environmental issues, as So many evan- 
gelical Christians had tended to do. He 
had to make a connection between his 
deepest spiritual convictions and the 
world around him. His understanding 
of God as Creator and the creation as 
God’s gift compelled a new perspec- 
tive—and also gospel engagement. 
Poignant experiences can forge a 
new connection between our under- 
standing of the gospel and the world 
around us. In 1981, when I returned to 
my teaching duties at McGill University 
after a sabbatical in Central America, I 
was told that students felt I had experi- 
enced a conversion. My response was, 
“You are absolutely right!” In the face 
of acute marginality, I saw the gospel 
as inextricably connected to issues of 
poverty. There is no Good News if it is 
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not good news for the poor. My theo- 
retical reflections on the _ structural 
causes of poverty somehow had to be 
linked to the blunt reality of what I had 
witnessed. The gospel now challenged 
my middle-class perspective in a more 
direct way. 

It is interesting to view our response 
to our experience of the world in light 
of Paul’s key statement at the begin- 


ages the church to be a community of 
people who witness to the gospel in the 
midst of the world. 

Both theology and experience are 
needed to discern how we are called 
to be the church today. This is a chal- 
lenging process, because a_ secular 
world does not take God seriously. Even 
when religious language is used, the 
overall perspective leaves God practi- 


Unless we are clear about what we believe, we won't really have 
the depth of commitment necessary to be a lively, engaged, 


and faithful believing community 


ning of Romans 12, where he urges 
church members to be transformed by 
the renewing of their minds. Actually, 
the Greek word used for ‘renewing’ is 
the word from which we get ‘metamor- 
phosis.’ Think of the radical change 
from a caterpillar to a butterfly and one 
has a sense of a marvellous newness 
that is possible through the influence 
of really being grasped by the message 
of Christ. 

Notice, however, that in Paul’s letter 
the root motivation for changed ethical 
behaviour is not human experience but 
theology. Paul has just completed an 
elaborate exposition of how God has 
acted in Jesus Christ for the redemption 
of a broken and sinful world. Out of this 
theological understanding, he encour- 


cally unimportant—often just a way of 
simply emphasizing something. 

In addition, the church is no longer 
at the centre but on the periphery of 
much public discourse. Where religion 
is allowed into the conversation, it 
has tended to be relativized as though 
all viewpoints are equally valid. By 
appealing to tolerance and inclusivity, 
most of what we hold to be distinctive 
is reduced to very little. At that point 
many, especially young people, say, 
“Why bother?” 

It is not surprising that some are 
discouraged about the future of the 
church. Declining membership (with 
an increasing number of people prefer- 
ring just to be adherents rather than 
members), challenging finances,and »> 
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DISCERNMENT 


the struggle to maintain buildings that 
seem too large and too old are among 
some of the issues frequently raised. But 
the numbers game is the world’s game. 
Unless a business is growing numeri- 
cally it is failing. But the church was 
never intended to be a mere reflection 
of culture. 

For me, the central question is 
not how will a denomination with a 
declining membership survive, but 
how do we remain true to our rooted- 
ness in Christ and seek to live this out 
faithfully together in the world. This 
involves several deliberate moves. 

First, we have to take an honest look 
at our understanding of the church as 
more than just another human organiza- 
tion. What kind of community are we? 
The New Testament calls the church “the 
Body of Christ.” Around the Lord’s Table 
we receive the presence of Christ himself 
and become a community bound both 
to Christ and to one another for the 
sake of the world. The followers of Jesus 
were sent out to continue the awesome 
movement begun in the ministry of 
Jesus with its fundamental significance 
for the world as a whole. We should stop 
acting as though the church’s destiny 
is all up to us. We need to re-think our 
tendency to find the latest technique to 
increase our control over our future. The 
life and future of the church ultimately 
belong to Christ. 

In each generation our church needs 
to recover our own spiritual heritage 
within the scriptures and the reformed 
tradition of the 16th century. How do 
we read an ancient text like the Bible? 
How does this complex and fascinating 
library illuminate the journey of the 
people of God and witness to Christ? 
How does scripture continue to speak 
to us and to our world today? 

The reformers sought to recover a 
biblical understanding of the church 
and its faith. They articulated their 
convictions carefully for their partic- 
ular time and place. How do we live 
out of their theological heritage? Our 
most recent doctrinal summary, Living 
Faith, as a liturgical expression of what 
we believe, is a very helpful statement. 
But like all such creedal pieces, it needs 
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continuing exploration and further 
concrete elaboration. 

Unless we are clear about what 
we believe, we won't really have the 
depth of commitment necessary to be 
a lively, engaged, and faithful believing 
community. This hard theological work 
has to be woven into the very fabric 
of the life of the church, in all of its 
parts, including its colleges, assemblies, 
national boards and committees, pres- 
byteries, and, yes, also congregations. 
Scholars and theologians of the church 
are important but so are pastors, elders, 
and regular church members. Without 
deeply spiritual communal engagement 
with our foundational convictions, 
our discernment will be shallow and 
tepid—and this includes a recovery of 
doxology that is the essence of worship, 
especially when we celebrate the sacra- 
ments that move us beyond words into 
the mystery of God’s awesome grace. 

Second, greater clarity about what 
we believe urges exploration of how we 
live in the world. The church is always 
being enticed to fit into the world and 
as individuals we are continually being 
shaped by our culture, often sublimi- 
nally. It is incumbent on the church, 
therefore, to explore the world’s ways of 
thinking and behaving through the lens 
of the gospel. For example, we believe 
in the inherent value of human beings 
as persons. When a society elevates the 
sphere of economic relations above all 
others, everything is commodified. If our 
federal government adopts an immigra- 


tion policy that promotes the commer- 
cial value of would-be immigrants 
over, say, family unification, is this not 
starting to commodify human persons 
contrary to our Christian values? 

But first, congregations need to 
reflect on how they themselves may be 
reflecting secular culture without real- 
izing what they are doing financially. 
Their members may think that when 
they participate in a marriage or a funeral 
they need to pay for these “services.” 
After all, the whole notion of service in 
our society has been commercialized. 
We expect to pay extra for services. In 
the fellowship of the church, however, 
such special occasions ought to be seen 
as integral to the church’s collective life. 
Has our stewardship been replaced by 
money-raising schemes? 

Finally, we are called not only to look 
at how culture has shaped our life, but 
also how the church’s understanding 
of the gospel can imagine an alterna- 
tive world. If we think of Paul’s descrip- 
tion of the incarnation in Philippians 
2, we see a distinctive way of looking at 
power. The divine Son emptied himself 
of all divine prerogatives and took the 
path of suffering—and finally death ona 
cross—in order to pour out the awesome 
love of God for the world. The church is 
urged to have what he calls the “mind 
of Christ, and to manifest it in bold and 
compassionate service.” So how do we 
look at the world’s exercise of power 
and particularly its preference for using 
military force? In a world of conflict and 
violence, alternatives to such force have 
often been much more effective. 

Rethinking power relationships 
can be linked to the exercise of justice. 
Yale professor Miroslav Volf is a theo- 
logian who looks at the radical forgive- 
ness revealed in the cross. He outlines 
the difficult journey of repentance and 
forgiveness that can create a far deeper 
kind of community than one based ona 
law-and-order approach. In a post-9/11 
world, it seems far greater emphasis is 
placed on secret trials, even tolerance of 
torture, and certainly punitive justice. 
But Christian leaders like Rev. Desmond 
Tutu have enabled truth and reconcili- 
ation commissions in various countries 
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that have opted for the healing power 
of restorative justice. Our own church 
is currently participating in a journey of 
healing and reconciliation with Cana- 
dian First Nations. 

As I think about our church at 
this particular time, I believe we need 
discernment that leads to engagement 
with the world for which Christ died. In 
my previous two pieces, I have suggested 
that it is helpful to listen to voices like 
those of Stanford Reid and Douglas 
Hall, who prod us to recover something 
of our heritage as the lens for discerning 
our own times. Many other names like 
John Calvin and Walter Bryden could 
be added. Now | am also suggesting that 
we need to be open to being converted 
individually and collectively to live the 
gospel more faithfully. Let me push this 
further by saying that it would help us 
as a denomination if we could learn to 
hold our own passionate views in real 
dialogue with alternative possibilities. 
We have the capacity, says Gregory Jones 
in a recent Christian Century article, “to 
hold conflicting ideas in constructive 
tension” and move toward integrative 
thinking. This is highly preferable to 
our culture’s way of defining ourselves 
Over against others. 

The discernment I have been probing 
needs serious conversations in and 
among congregations where construc- 
tive tension framed by prayerful open- 
ness encourages both the recovery of 
our deepest spiritual heritage and _ its 
engagement with our experience of the 
world. Presbyteries can play a key role in 
fostering this through their own reorga- 
nization as deliberative gatherings rather 
than primarily _ business-processing 
courts. Other agencies of the church can 
then redefine themselves to give wisdom, 
support, and encouragement. The result 
could be a creative movement of the 
Spirit in which we become both more 
distinctive in the world and creative in 
fostering its redemption and shalom. 


Rev. Dr. Arthur Van Seters is principal 
emeritus of Knox College, Toronto. This 
is the last of three articles on discernment. 
Responses to this article can be sent to 
letters@presbyterianrecord.ca. 


Wills that Changed the World 


oe 


William the Conqueror 
Conquered England and turned the King’s English into French 


William Tyndale 
Translated the Bible into English 


William Shakespeare 
English playwright and poet 


William Penn 
English Quaker who founded Pennsylvania on 
the principle of religious freedom 


William Gates 
Founder of Microsoft and co-founder of 
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 


Alfred Nobel 


Inventor of dynamite and founder of the Nobel Prizes 


Surprised to find an Alfred among all the Wills? You 
shouldn’t be. Sometimes our Last Will and Testament can 
be the most lasting legacy we leave behind. Alfred Nobel’s 
will changed his legacy from “the man who invented 
dynamite” to “the man who founded the Nobel Prizes.” 
With a stroke of the pen, Nobel changed the way we 
remember his name and turned the destructive power 
of dynamite into a force to help build a better world. 


What is your legacy going to be? 


To learn how you can provide a lasting legacy 
through your will, contact: 


The Planned Giving Office, The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7, 1-800-619-7301 
www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving/willsandbequests 


Planting reeds of hope For generations to come. 
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CALLAWAY 


Privelege of 
Parenthood 


Peasant TV knows nothing of pure joy. 


BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


everything from voice loss to a 

lack of enough physical stamina to 
hold up a paperback. Painfully, I mus- 
ter up enough energy to reach for the 
remote control. 

On one of the three channels we 
receive with Peasant TV, the host has 
just finished his opening tirade and 
now a kind-faced lady in a blue dress 
turns toward the camera. “The happi- 
est day in my life,” she says, smiling, 
“will be the day my daughter leaves 
home. I regretted my decision to have 
her from day one—you know, the day 
she was born.” Some in the audience 
heckle. Others applaud. The host ex- 
citedly clutches his microphone and 
runs to the next aisle. His pockets jin- 
gle. The phones light up. 

I've finally found a few people who 
are even sicker than me. By the time 
the credits roll, others are beginning to 
share her sentiments. “Kids are a pain,” 
says one. “They’re—like—so—much— 
like—total— trouble, you know?” 

I suppose I'd be lying if I didn’t ad- 
mit that parenting has its drawbacks. 
Three kids eat up to 50 per cent of a 
household’s income, the statistics tell 
us. And that’s just on Wednesday! 
However you look at it, children aren’t 
the best financial move you'll ever 
make. Without children I wouldn't 
be stepping on Lego land mines after 
midnight. Or frantically searching for 
one shoe, a hammer, or the remote 
control. And just think of the vaca- 
tions we’ve missed. The peace. The 
quiet. The evenings out. The weekends 


ie the flu. Symptoms include 
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together—alone. 

As I rest on my self-pity, the sound 
of little feet comes echoing down the 
hall. A little boy presses through the 
door followed by his little sister. He 
holds my dinner at an 18-degree an- 
gle. “Here’s your first course, Daddy.” 
Toast and butter never tasted better. A 


Life with small children is full of 
moments that make us realize 
that we are part of a far bigger 
picture than our own little world 


few minutes later he brings me my “fi- 
nal course,” sneezes on it, then takes 
his little sister by the hand and qui- 
etly leaves the room. The whole thing 
is obviously choreographed by their 
mother. 

Life with small children is full of 
moments like that. Moments that make 
us realize that we are part of a far bigger 
picture than our own little world. And 
although I may not be able to tell Sally 
Jessy Raphael or Larry King about the 
moments that have changed my life 
forever, none seems more important 
right now than the memory of a hot 
May day in 1986 when I first gazed into 
the eyes of my son. I had seen other 
babies. They were wrinkled and pur- 
ple. But this baby was, well, wrinkled 
and purple, like the others ... but truly 
beautiful. This was my son. Stephen. 

We had prayed for this boy. And 
God answered with the first of three 
gifts which grow more precious each 
day. What could be more exciting than 
watching him grow? Teaching him to 


ice skate? Showing him how to catch 
a ball? Or watching him smack a line 
drive just over your head? How do you 
put a price tag on the joy I felt the day 
he suddenly stopped in the midst of 
a wrestling match, wrapped his arms 
around my neck and whispered, “Love 
you, Daddy.” 

“Lord, thank you for the privilege 
of parenthood,” I pray. “For these 
three gifts you have entrusted us with. 
I give them to You again. Soon these 
halls will echo only with the memory 
of their laughter. Help us to make the 
most of each moment and point them 
to You each day.” 

By the way, the flu is gone now. It 
seems that I passed it on to my wife, 
and I just sent her dinner—in the 
hands of a three-year-old. 


Phil Callaway is the author of 15 books 
and a popular speaker. Visit him at www. 
philcallaway.com. 
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Church as Surprise 


Mission is the Church crossing frontiers in the form of a servant. 
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ast month, we explored the 

checkered history of the term 

“mission” and we  sympa- 
thized with Bishop Stephen Neill 
who complained that if everything is 
mission then nothing is mission. This 
month, we will look at some helpful 
definitions of mission. All these defi- 
nitions must be understood in the 
context of the idea of the Mission of 
God (Missio De). 

Mission is, in the first place, 
God’s gracious movement to us as we 
see in Jesus Christ and the bringing 
of God’s reign of peace, justice and 
love. However, we may even think of 
God’s loving movement to us much 
further back to the act of creation. 
The realization that God, perfect 
in God-self, moved beyond God to 


BY CHARLES FENSHAM 


create the universe and us as God’s 
creatures, is perhaps the first and 
primal moment of mission. The 
commissioning of humankind at 
the beginning of the creation story 
sends us into God’s creation to tend 
and care for it. Mission begins with 
God’s creative act. Mission is about 
the goodness of creation and our 
place in it. Yet, as we are reminded 
in Living Faith, sin is a power present 
in this creation. The world is perme- 
ated with injustice, war, broken rela- 
tionships, and the destruction of the 
environment. Thus, people and the 
whole creation need redemption. It 
is in this second redemptive move 
of God for the healing of creation 
and the bringing of peace and justice 
that our contemporary definitions of 


mission are rooted. 

In fact, the key role we play in the 
destruction of God’s gift of creation 
is recognized in the first defini- 
tion I would like to cite. In 1960, 
the Dutch theologian J.H. Bavinck 
described mission as “... the penance 
of the church, which is ashamed 
before God and man (sic).”. What is 
helpful in Bavinck’s perspective is the 
humility and penitence with which 
we join God’s redemptive mission 
for the world. Living Faith echoes this 
when it takes an old Hindu proverb 
to describe our witness to people of 
other faiths as “beggars telling other 
beggars where to find food.” 

Building on this, the great missi- 
Ologist (a theologian of mission) of 
the last century, David Bosch, » 
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KNOX COLLEGE CAMPUS 
All courses begin Sept. 29", 2008 


New Lay Certificates in Youth 
Ministry & Pastoral Care: 8 week 
courses 

Basic Course: “The Bible” Old & New 
Testaments 

Instructors: Prof. Brian Irwin & Prof. 
Bradley MacLean 


Lay Certificate in Youth Ministry 
Elective Course: Youth and Culture 
and Spiritual Formation 

Instructor: TBA 


Lay Certificate in Pastoral Care 
Elective Course: Pastoral Care and the 
Life Cycle 

Instructor: The Rev. John Henderson 


DISTANCE EDUCATION ONLY 


Certificate in Christian Faith and 
Life I 

Basic Course: Introduction to the New 
Testament 

Instructor: Dr. Laura Alary 


Elective Course: Reformed Worship 
Instructor: The Rev. Dr. Emily 
Rodgers 


Certificate in Christian Faith and 
Life II 

Elective Course: Preparing to Preach 
Instructor: The Rev. Dr. Emily 
Rodgers 


CONTINUING EDUCATION at 
KNOX COLLEGE 
Fall 2008 


Charles H. MacDonald Memorial 
Lectureship 


Celebrating 100 Years of the Order of 
Diaconal Ministries 

Guest Lecturers: The Rev. Dr. Lynda 
Reid and The Rev. Karen Horst 

Date: Wed., Sept. 24'", 2008 

Time: 1:30-4:30 p.m. 


For more information and course 
starting dates contact: 


Susan Sheridan 
P: 416.946.8536 
E: knox.ewart@utoronto.ca 
www.utoronto.ca/knox 
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defined mission as “ ... the penance 
of the church, which is ashamed 
before God and man (sic). Mission 
is the Church-crossing-frontiers-in- 
the-form-of-a-servant.” 


Theological missiology is 
the science about the Word 
of God as the Church in 

her becoming 


It is clear from these two defi- 
nitions that mission is not about 
putting others right, it is not about 
triumphing over others, but rather 
about the dynamic “sentness” of the 
church in its movement with God’s 
healing peace and justice across 
the world. Bosch pointed out that 
this frontier-crossing mission of the 
church crosses the frontier between 
faith and unbelief, but also includes 
addressing poverty and injustice 
and suffering in the world. In the 
words of Jesus in John 20:21, “Peace 
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be with you. As the Father sent me, 
so I send you.” 

It is interesting that both Bavinck 
and Bosch include the church as an 
essential element of our mission. It 
is the disciples—the community of 
faith—who are sent together. We are 
sent, like Christ, first to be and then 
to minister, and we are sent as the 
Church. There is therefore no real 
mission without the church being 
authentic in its life and witness to 
our faith. Sometimes, in the twen- 
tieth century, there was much 
despair about the great discrepancy 
between the unfaithfulness of the 
church in its life and witness and 
the call to mission. Perhaps that is 
why mission is always something 
we do in a spirit of repentance. 

However, mission is also dynamic 
and is exactly where the new and 
different frontiers confront us as 
the church. This is why I would like 
to end with another definition of 
mission by one of the most creative 
and authentic Christian witnesses of 
the twentieth century, Ivan Illich: 

“Theological missiology is the 
science about the Word of God as 
the Church in her becoming; the 
Word as the Church in her border- 
line situations; the Church as a 
Surprise and puzzle Missiology 
studies the growth of the Church 
into new peoples; the birth of the 
Church beyond its social bound- 
aries; beyond the linguistic barriers 
within which she feels at home; 
beyond the poetical images she 
taught her children.... Missiology 
therefore is the study of the church 
as surprise ...” 

This birth of the church beyond 
social boundaries, barriers and even 
pet theologies brings us to the topic 
for next month’s discussion—the 
relationship between mission and 
evangelism. @ 


Rev. Dr. Charles Fensham is asso- 
ciate professor of systemic theology at 
Knox College, Toronto. His latest book 
is Emerging From The Dark Age 
Ahead. 
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The Burning 


August 31, 2008: 
Exodus 3:1-15 
Matthew 16:21-28 


young Palestinian man ran 

away from the crowded reser- 

vations where his people live. 
He crossed desert wastes and climbed 
hills. He was drawn to the rocky crags 
of one of the peaks called God’s moun- 
tain. Shading his eyes, he saw a thorn 
bush come alive with flame. 

He took off his shoes. He knelt 
on the ground. He hid his face in 
his hands. Surely God was there. But 
whose God, and for what purpose? 

He went back home. His grandfa- 
ther told him a story about a shepherd 
who had seen a burning bush. It was 
a Jewish story, a Muslim story, and a 


Christian story. 

Word spread quickly. An archae- 
ologist sought the young man among 
the refugee camps. Together they went 
to God’s mountain. The bush caught 
fire and burned. The flames didn’t 
consume the bush. 

One man saw God. The other saw a 
discovery that would make his career. 

More witnesses came. No one could 
get close enough to take a sample of 
the bush. It wouldn’t burn when sci- 
entific instruments were aimed at it. It 
was for human eyes only. 

Politicians and religious leaders be- 
gan to fight over it. Who did it belong 
to? To which religion? Such a wonder- 
ful phenomenon must be preserved 
for all the world to see. But the world 
wouldn’t want to scramble up a rocky 


No one who really sees | 
Godiseverthesame. 
BY LAURENCE L re 


hillside to see it. 

They negotiated a compromise, 
bearing in mind the delicate politi- 
cal situation of the region. The British 
Museum was proposed. It cost mil- 
lions of pounds to create the proper 
setting for this botanical, chemical, 


One man saw God. The other 
saw a discovery that would 
make his career 


physical and religious spectacle. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of people came to 
see the burning bush when it arrived 
in London. 

Outside the museum, two Mus- 
lims, one Jew, and three Christians 
crossed paths with their protest signs. 
Shouting that the crowd was miss- >» 
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summer directory 


St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Toronto 
(on King St. just West of University Ave.) 
Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday Communion 12:15 p.m. 
Wheelchair accessible 
Free public parking on Sundays 
University Ave., South of Wellington St. 
Info: 416-593-5600 
http://www.standrewstoronto.org 
Senior Minister: Rev. William Ingram 


St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Victoria 
downtown at Douglas and 
Broughton Streets 
For worship times call 250-384-5734 
or visit http://standrews.pacificcoast.net 
Wheelchair accessible 
Free public parking on Sundays 
in parkade behind church 
E-mail: standrewsvic@telus.net 
Minister: Rev. lan Victor 
Pastoral Visitor: Rev. Dr. Arthur Currie 


Vacationing in Montreal? 
We invite you to worship with us at 
Knox Crescent Kensington & 

First Presbyterian 
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

Child care available, Wheelchair accessible 

6225 Godfrey Ave. (corner, Grand Blvd.) 
N.D.G. 514-486-4559 
Interim Moderator: Rev. Glynis Williams 


Moving to London 
for College or University? 

A sincere invitation to attend 
New St. James Presbyterian Church 
280 Oxford St. E. at Wellington St. N. 

London, Ontario 
519-434-1127 
Rev. Andrew Reid 
July & August Worship: 10:00 a.m. 
www.newstjames.com 


SUMMER DIRECTORY IS FEATURED IN 
JUNE & JULY/AUGUST ISSUES. 


FOR 2009, CONTACT: CAROL MCCORMICK 
Tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 Fax: 905-833-2116 
Email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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ing the point. The wonder wasn’t the 
burning bush, it was the God who 
used it to call people to attention. 

The last person to see the burn- 
ing bush was a security guard. He 
watched in horror, as the flames con- 
sumed the dry branches. Soon there 
was just a charred skeleton behind 
the glass. He said it felt like someone 
had died. 

The curators of the museum de- 
cided fire had smouldered within 
the bush, springing to life when the 
atmosphere around it was disturbed. 
The bush bore berries that secreted 
a fire-retardant juice. The protective 
goo had finally burned away. 

What happened to the young 
man who first saw the burning bush? 
It took him a long time to realize 
that the bush didn’t matter. What 
mattered was what he experienced 
when he saw it. The voice that sang 
inside his head as he bent low in the 
bush’s unearthly light. 

He saw and heard the God he had 
long tried to forget. God pried open 
his eyes and ears and heart. Lifted 
him up to see over the borders he 
had crossed. He saw nations of God’s 


BOOKS ON THE REBOUND 


Professional bookbinder, 40 years experience, with a 
passion for repairing Family Bibles (and other books) 


is at your service. Located in Oakville, Ontario. 
Website: www.booksontherebound.itgo.com, 
or call me, Duncan Fraser, at 905-338-6431. 


children oppressed by injustice and 
perverted religion. He saw oppressed 
and oppressors both in need of de- 
liverance. 

He saw people taking up arms. 
Surrendering to one evil in the name 
of fighting another. He saw others 


What happened to the 
young man who first saw 
the burning bush? It took 
him a long time to realize 
that the bush didn’t matter 


suffering in silence. A refugee all his 
life, he felt the pain of all the home- 
less people in the world. 

In response to it all he heard 
the resounding NO! of the God of 
the burning bush. His grandfather 
told him no one who really saw and 
heard God was ever the same. The 
only life for such a person was to do 
God’s will. 

Such a person might know failure 
along the way, but would never lose 
sight of victory in the end. So it was 
with Moses and all the prophets. So 
it must be with this young man. And 
so it was. 

How is it with us, when we gath- 
er at the sign of the burning bush? 
When Jesus says, “Take up your 
cross?” 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe lives in 
Halifax and is a biblical storyteller who 
loves to tell the text as is, and in modern 
parallel stories. 


GLOUCESTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO 


Gloucester Church is searching for an outgoing full time 
minister to lead the congregation into the next phase of its 


ministry in a growing part of Canada’s capital. 


Contact: Rev. Dr. A. Auret 
Phone: 613-692-4228 
Email: adrian.auret@sympatico.ca 
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Strange 
Procedures 


And other delights from 
General Assembly. 
BY CALVIN BROWN 


he rest of the magazine will no 

doubt give greater detail of the 

Assembly in Ottawa, so I have 
picked just a few highlights to share 
with you. 

The first was the opening worship 
and the election of the new modera- 
tor, Rev. Cheol Soon Park. As usual 
the full church and raised voices 
set the glorious mood for hearing 
the word of the Lord and Rev. Hans 
Kouwenberg did not disappoint. He 
preached a challenging sermon based 
on the parable of the prodigal son. 
He pointed out that the elder brother 
had characteristics that were most 
like the typical Presbyterian. In the 
Greek language the word for elder 
is presbyter and so the second son is 
clearly the Presbyterian brother. Fol- 
lowing the service Park was elected 
Moderator. This is the first time a 
Korean pastor had been offered this 
highest office in our church. The fact 
that the official nominee is chosen by 
all the ministers and elders in pres- 
byteries across the country by secret 
ballot, declares to all that this is not 
merely a top down politically correct 
agenda but a wide spread heartfelt 
commitment. It is hoped that as the 
Moderator travels across the church 
this year he will carry like a health 
giving virus the deep evangelical zeal 
and passionate prayer that the Kore- 
an congregations are known for. 


ets Prog 
Ivin Brown and Laut 


The second was the Wednesday 
evening event put on by the Renewal 
Fellowship Eastern Ontario Team. It 
was a fine dinner hosted at St Paul’s 
and prepared by Irene Nesbitt in 
memory of her late husband, Rev. Bill 
Nesbitt. This was followed by a tour of 
Parliament Hill in which we first met 
with several members of Parliament in 
the Wellington building (across from 
Parliament). They represented several 
of the parties and shared what faith 
meant to them as parliamentarians. 
One cabinet minister shared how in all 
that she does she sees herself first of all 
as an ambassador of Christ and by im- 
plication urged us in all that we do to 
see ourselves in the same light. Several 


RENEWAL 


talked about the high hopes they had 
in coming to Parliament to change 
the ethos of conflict to a spirit of co- 
operation but that was something they 
had not yet achieved. I got the distinct 
impression they had almost given up 
on that one. Another MP said how 
important the work of the church was 
and that we needed to especially focus 
on passing the faith and values on to 
the youth of this nation if we hoped 
to have stability in our future. 

A third veteran MP shared his life 
story. He told of how as a young man 
he had got caught up in alcohol and 
a destructive life style but one Eas- 
ter Sunday as he sat in a hotel room 
contemplating suicide the voice » 
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of God came to him and called him 
to turn his life over to God. He did 
this and God led him to parliament. 
He encouraged us to realise that Gov- 
ernment can’t do it all and that only 
the power of Christ can transform 
people from the inside out. 

Another MP spoke of the impor- 
tant contribution that faith commu- 
nities make and that they indeed had 
a place in the public square. 

The third thing that was mov- 
ing and impressive was our interac- 
tion with First Nations people on a 
couple of occasions. Tuesday was a 
presentation of reconciliation with 
elders from the native community. It 
involved drumming and some tradi- 
tional and contemporary native danc- 
es from across North America. Perhaps 
the thing that moved Assembly the 
most was when there was a spontane- 
ous call for the Moderator to verbal- 
ize our confession to the First Nations 
people present for our involvement 
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with the residential school. This he 
did with grace and humility. It was ob- 
vious that many present were deeply 
moved at the sincerity. It was equally 
clear as one native elder put it as she 
wiped tears away saying: “I have never 
heard an apology before. Thank you.” 

What impressed me the most how- 
ever was the vision for the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission articulated 
by Bob Watts, the Executive Director 
of the Truth and Reconciliation Com- 
mission. While not ignoring the deep 
hurt that needed healing there was 
also a need to remember the positive 
experiences of some who attended the 
schools and move ahead together for 
a better Canada. He used the image of 
spring ice. If handled roughly it breaks 
in our hands but if many hands lift it 
carefully it can be used to see a rainbow 
of colours we otherwise could not see. 
These moments were full of hope and 
expectation and served as an impor- 
tant model for the Government’s con- 
fession made the following week. 

The last event relates to an earnest 
debate in the Assembly related to the 
Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations 
Committee and a response to an over- 
ture that urged the Assembly to affirm 
the exclusiveness and uniqueness of 
the saving work of Christ ... and to in- 


struct the Committee to do all its work 
within this reality. The committee rec- 
ommended the prayer be not granted 
since they felt they already did all their 
work in this context. After an intense 
debate that centered as much in trying 
to defend the Committee as dealing 
with the issue the motion was defeat- 
ed although so narrowly it required a 
standing vote. Another amendment 
was put forward that did affirm the 
uniqueness of Jesus and it was passed 
with only a few voting in the nega- 
tive. What did this strange procedure 
mean? Upon refection I don’t think it 
was necessarily that we were double 
minded but in true Presbyterian fash- 
ion we wanted to affirm our commit- 
ment and confidence and support for 
Interfaith Dialogue but at the same 
time we wanted to affirm that in any 
work we do we must always remem- 
ber that we are the Church of Jesus 
Christ, who is uniquely the saviour of 
the world, and our dialogue cannot 
compromise that truth which is at the 
heart of all we do. 

It ended being a solution most 
could affirm as we go forward togeth- 
er into the next year. @ 


Calvin Brown is Executive Director of 
the Renewal Fellowship within the PCC. 


you are innovative and think outside the box 

you are bursting with desire to spread the good news 

you are looking for a place to spread your wings 

you want to care for downtown workers 

you have a vision for community ministry for urban dwellers 


you have shared the gospel with people with no religious or 
spiritual background 


you have developed ground-breaking programs to attract youth 
and young families 


you have facilitated the revitalization of a congregation and want | 
to be part of an exciting downtown church 


looking for you! 


St Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Victoria, BC, in beautiful downtown Victoria ts looking for a full- 


| time Assistant Minister for a three-year term. 


For application details go to http://standrews.pacificcoast.net 
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Recore 


classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 


coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. RMIL 


Professional estate appraisals. Contact: Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving matu- 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 


519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com vena re adults for 30 years. See the latest show, 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. ROM, AGO, TSO and much more! Close to 


Robert MeC ausland downtown, hospitals, 24 hour security... 


' , ois steps to subway or bus, 
Rasa aeeeen Limited penta apne sige and ob 
- Approx. 100 New English and English bibles Artists & Craftsmen rooms, parking included...VISA, reasonable 
- 48 wood & tubular steel stacking chairs of Stained Glass since 1856 rates-Reserve today. Ask about our 
- 1 ping pong table eRe sg Boutique Hostel...Felisa (416) 536-6111 


e Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 ; 
1 large board room table w/ removable legs Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 www.newhorizonstower.com 
- 36 place settings of hotel quality dishes 


HOLY LAND JOURNEY. Come to the land : 
of your faith - walk where Jesus walked, EDWARDS CANAL CRUISES 


come & be forever changed! GLASS COMPANY LTD. RIDEAU CANAL 

pred aaa a aa ¢ custom designed memorial windows Walaa) aEVEGW eLEBW AY 
ested by Rev Robert Graham * traditional - contemporary Cruise Ontario’s magnificent 
tieeyy WEG 5-508 i : ¢ releading & restoration * storm glazing heritage canals along 355 miles of § 


* custom woodworking scenic lakes, rivers and locks in 

enquiries invited the comfort of the 45-passenger 

“Kawartha Voyageur’ riverboat with 

4/1 Newbold Steet, dining room, lounge, and twin lower 

London, Ont. N6E 1K4 berth staterooms with private facilities. 
(519) 649-7225 


Fax: (519) 649-7226 5-day voyages. 


sdwardenlscccoenn haa: Send for colour brochure. 
ESTABLISHED pai pescutes nase ane ONTARIO WATERWAY CRUISES 


ge loxfel “ioe 


ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 
IN STAINED GLASS 
(905) 669-4244 


UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET c/o CAPTAIN JOHN 
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 1Z7 lity BOX 6, ORILLIA, ON. L3V 6H9 
d SOCIETY. Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 1-800-561-5767 


Would your friends like to come? 
SI SPOIL I OV OD OPAL ODOT OTIDOVITTAGY, 


SUNRISE 


Est. 1979 


Memorial Windows - Restoration 
Protective Storm Glazing 
Custom Woodworking 
97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. 
London, Ontario N6J 2K2 
(519) 432-9624 
Toll Free 1-877-575-2321 
www.sunrisestainedglass.com 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
416-977-3857 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


CROWN EX Pabenaker a Tailors i 


* Genuine tailor made ¢ Satisfaction guaranteed « Affordable for | 


Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 
CROWNEX Ltd., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 183 
Tel. (416) 503-1288 Fax. (416) 503-8788 E-mail: info@crownex.com Wwww.crownex.com 
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MINISTRY 


Rejuvenating 
S& Refres 


A conference on how to get away and deal with stress. 


inistry can be never- 
ending and consume 
us and our time,” says 
Rev. Dr. Christine O’Reilly. “I have 
made plenty of mistakes, and am very 
much a learner in the area of rest and 
balance.” 

Having been a single parent for 17 
years and a minister for 21, O’Reilly 
knows the value of rejuvenation—a 
theme which she recently addressed as 
plenary speaker for the Heart, Mind and 
Soul Conference, a retreat for female 
lay persons and clergy at Presbyterian 
College, Montreal, in late May. 

“T have had times of discourage- 
ment, times of fatigue, times of uncer- 
tainty and wondering about where God 
was calling,” O'Reilly told the Record. 
“The times of real exhaustion have 
come when I have not been grounded 
and centered in prayer, silence, scrip- 
ture reading and reflection. 
This also comes in times 
when I have taken on too 
much, when I am trying to 
trun on my own strength, 
and not taking care spiritu- 
ally and physically.” 

Pastors, says O’Reilly, 
often confuse human need 
with the call of God. “To not 
have a ‘boss’ to report to, a 
work day with set hours, 
and the kind of work that 
in many ways is never really 
finished: there is always 
another sermon to write, 
visit to make, meeting to 
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attend or study to lead.” 

O’Reilly has created a sacred space 
in her backyard to which she retreats 
daily. “With just a few symbols, a 
place to sit, and my Bible and journal, 
I spend time there in solitude almost 
every day (daily is my goal), praying, 
reading scripture and listening.” 

The minister at Knox, Thedford, 
Ont., and St. Andrew’s, Watford, Ont. 
also has a spiritual director as well as 
two support/accountability groups 
which keep her focused. One group 
is comprised of ministers who gather 
for worship and Bible Study; the 
other is a small gathering of trusted 
lay leaders “who meet periodically 
to offer their insights and perspec- 
tive, and help me evaluate priorities, 
outside invitations and balance in 
ministry and personal life.” 

Heart, Mind and Soul was organized 


The Heart, Mind and Soul conference was spearheaded by 
Dara Thompson Goulet, left. Rev. Dr. Christine O'Reilly was 
the plenary speaker. 


by Women in Ministry, a committee of 
Ministry and Work Relations. 

Geared at rejuvenating and 
refreshing women involved in the Pres- 
byterian Church, the conference was a 
two-year process, spearheaded by Dara 
Thompson Goulet, a student represen- 
tative of WIM. 

Funding was received from WIM 
and grants from both the Women’s 
Missionary Society and the Experi- 
mental Fund. Workshops dealt with 
hobbies, stress, yoga, money and 
ministry, the importance of Sabbath 
keeping, how to set boundaries and 
issues of loneliness and isolation—each 
of which resonated with the women 
gathered from six provinces. 

“J applaud the designers, supporters 
and leaders of this conference and the 
Women in Ministry committee, for the 
vision, dedication and perseverance in 
shaping and holding the 
conference,” O’Reilly says. 
“Conferences like this one 
are important—not only 
for women in leadership, 
but all who serve leadership 
positions. 

“l hope women went 
away with a fresh look at 
how Jesus is working in 
their lives. I also hope they 
regain strength, vision and 
assurance of God’s love 
which empowers us in all 
Our ministries, no matter 
what they may be.” 
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A Challenge 


to the Church 


Each congregation is urged to try one new thing this year. 


BY REV. CHEOL SOON PARK 


s I write this it has been a 

month since my induction as 

the Moderator of the Church 
and I may be more familiar with new 
title but it was like getting a new 
name. Sometimes you really have to 
force yourself and others to accept 
that you are ‘it’, not ‘that’. 

My new business card says Moder- 
ator of the 134th General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada 
under my real name. But many 
people were not ready to listen to 
the whole thing. They simply heard 
two words from the conversation 
and made up their minds. Alright, 
you are a Korean and a Moderator, so 
you must be a Moderator of a Korean 
church of some sort. I didn’t try to 
correct everyone but most of them 
figured out by themselves and came 
back to me to verify their findings. 
It is true that changing old things 
is lot more difficult than creating 
new things. 

I'd like to sincerely thank all of 
you for your support and prayers. It is 
truly an honor for me to serve and as 
I accepted the call to this new respon- 
sibility, | wondered why the Church 
had chosen me. My conclusion was 
that the Church wanted the change. 
During my term, I’d like to try to 
communicate with you across the 
country about the need for change. 
We are living in the society that 
changes so fast that everyone feels 
outdated all the time. I’d like to invite 
all of us to look at ourselves. Let us see 


how much changes have been made 
since we started serving our congre- 
gations. Are we adequately prepared 
for the changes around us? Are we, as 
a Christian community, presenting 
any direction to the society and its 
people? Are we ahead of the crowd or 
just busy cleaning up the mess after 
the change hit us that we refused to 
prepare for? 

There is a great demand for 
change within the local churches. 
It is not an option anymore, it is an 
imperative. We should start with our 
identity as Presbyterian. Canada has 
become a very complicated society 
as it opened its door to many other 
culture, languages, and _ religions. 
There should be a new definition of 
being Canadian and, of course, being 
Canadian Presbyterian. Yet we have 
been very reluctant to acknowledge 
the change, not to mention accept it. 
Church has been a hiding place for 
many refugees from the beginning 
of its existence but it cannot be, and 
it will not be a hiding place for the 
people who refuse to change. 

We shouldn’t be afraid of change 
because change brings new possibili- 
ties. We should welcome it. There are 
people looking for encouragement, 
comfort and answers in the world. 
They have the thirst and hunger 
that cannot be satisfied with worldly 
substance. We should go to where 
they are rather than waiting for them 
to come to our door. It is time to assess 
our attitude toward the society. It is 


FROM THI 
MODERATOE 


in englisk 


time to change our understanding of 
church, ministry and worship service. 
I'd like to challenge every session, 
minister, and member to start one 
thing new in this year. One thing 
that is necessary yet has never been 
tried for various reasons. It may be 
new music, different style of sermon, 
or even an outreach program. Please 
start one thing that will convey the 
message of your willingness to change 
and to serve. Let them know that you 
are there to share and you will be 
happy to give. 

The Presbyterian Church has a 
proud history, wonderful structure 
and sound theology. Yet during the 
last few decades, we became more like 
a well-built castle on an island. And 
some of us fortified it to be qualified 
as ‘the invincible.’ But church cannot 
be an empty castle. Now we need to 
build a bridge that connects us to the 
towns and communities around. 


It is time to change. 
Let us not delay any more. 
Let us start now. 


Rev. Cheol Soon Park 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


Synod of the Atlantic Provinces 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, 
PO Box 142, River John, NS BOK 1NO; 
902-351-2219 (s) or 902-351-2473 (h); 
jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 


Synod of Quebec and Eastern Ontario 

Beaconsfield, Que., Briarwood; Interim Mo- 
derator Rev. Dr. John Vissers, Presbyterian 
College, 3495 University, Montreal, QC H3A 
2A8; 514-288-5256 extension 201; jvissers@ 
presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Gloucester (Ottawa), Ont., Gloucester; Full-time 
minister; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian 
Auret, PO Box 609, Manotick, ON K4M 1A6; 
613-692-4228; adrian.auret@sympatico.ca. 

Pincourt, Que., lle Perrot; Mark Farrell, 
Convener, Search Committee, 242 Fifth Ave., 
Pincourt, QC J7V 5L3;514-453-4796; 
markim@ca.inter.net. 


Synod of Central, Northeastern 

Ontario and Bermuda 

Cambridge, St. Andrew’s Galt; Minister of Word 
and Sacrament, Full-time; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Bill Bynum, c/o St. Andrew's Galt Presb- 
yterian Church, 130 Victoria Ave., Cambridge, 
ON N1S 1Y2;knoxpreston@golden.net. 

Englehart, St. Paul’s; Tomstown; Tomstown; St. 
Paul’s and Tomstown Pastoral Charge, 
approximately 10 km. from Tomstown; Full-ti- 
me minister; Search Committee Chair Randy 
Ford, PO Box 737, Englehart, ON 
POJ 1HO; treeline@ntl.sympatico.ca. 

Markham, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Don Muir, 50 Wynford Dr., Toronto, ON M3C 
157; 416-441-1111 or 1-800-619-7301 
ext. 223; dmuir@presbyterian.ca; 
www.standrews-markham.ca/search.htm. 

Mississauga, Dixie; Interim Moderator Rev. Reid 
Chudley, PO Box 16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 12ZO; 
519-855-6216; r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

New Liskeard, St. Andrew's; Full-time minister, 
single-point charge; Search Committee, PO 
Box 908, New Liskeard, ON POJ 1P0; 705-647- 
8401; standrewsnl@parolink.net. 

Nobleton, St. Paul’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Chris Carter, 13190 Keele St., 

King City, ON L7B 1J2; 905-833-2325; 
cmcacarter@rogers.com. 

Peterborough, St. Giles and South 


Monaghan and Centreville; Full-time minister 
for two-point charge; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Paul D. Johnston, 22 Hillview Dr., Bobcayge- 
on, ON KOM 1A0; 705-738-6424; 
knoxpres.paul@bellnet.ca. 

Peterborough, St. Stephen’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o 
Knox College, 59 St. George St., Toronto, 

ON M6S 2E6;s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Scarborough, Clairlea Park; Half-time minister; 
Interim Moderators Robert and Priscilla 
Anderson, 174 Springdale Blvd., Toronto, 

ON MA4C 127; 416-469-5986; kimchiman21@ 
hotmail.com. 

Scarborough, Westminster; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Ann Blane, 1300 Danforth Rd., Scarbo- 
rough,ON M1J 1E8;416-267-7897. 

Schomberg, Emmanuel; looking for a 
half-time minister; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 905-857-2419; 
jlowther1845@rogers.com. 


Synod of Southwestern Ontario 

Binbrook, Knox and Carluke, St. Paul’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Garfield G. Havemann, 
c/o Chedoke Presbyterian Church, 865 
Mohawk Rd. W., Hamilton, ON L9C 7B9; 
ghavemann@chedokechurch.ca. 

Burlington, St. Paul's; Part-time minister 
(22.5 hours); energetic and motivated 
leader to help us grow in faith and reach our 
community for Christ; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Steve Lindsay; 905-664-6043; 
steve.lindsay@3web.net. 

Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 11 
White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@bfree.on.ca. 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
Notices are $40 for one-time; $25 for four 
insertions or more. Deadline to have your notice 
added is six weeks prior to month; so, for Septem- 
ber 2008 the deadline will be July 15th, 2008. 


Caledonia, Caledonia; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Jeff Chalmers, 117 Argyle St. N., Caledonia, 
ON N3W 1B8; 905-765-4524; jeff.chalmers@ 
ontario.ca. 

Fort Erie, St. Andrew’s-Knox; Search Committee 
Chair David Randall, 495 Niagara Blvd., Fort 
Erie, ON L2A 3H2; 1-888-665-6681; drandall@ 
COgeco.ca. 

Hamilton, MacNab St.; Rev. Stephen Jenvey, 
c/o West Flamborough Presbyterian Church, 
262 Middletown Rd., Dundas, ON L9H 5E2; 
905-628-6675; minister_wfpc@bellnet.ca. 

London, St. Lawrence; Half-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Lynn Nichol, 783 Victoria 
St., London,ON N5Y 4C9; 519-434-2476; 
briarhill33@yahoo.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Catherine Calkin, 3403 Perth Rd. 130,R.R.2 
St. Pauls, ON NOK 1V0; 519-393-6395; 
calkin@quadro.net. 

Port Dover, Knox and Hagersville, St. Andrew’s 
(two-point charge); Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Morden, Knox Presbyterian Church, 
2058 Main St.N., Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0; 
519-587-2565; knoxchal@bellnet.ca. 

Sarnia, Paterson Memorial; Vacancy begins 
April 1, 2008; Rev. Ena Van Zoren, PO Box 
421,Wyoming, ON NON 1T0;519-845-1931; 
enavanz@gmail.com. 

Simcoe, St. Paul's; Rev. Dr. Stan Cox, Interim 


3 Delivery Choices 


The most 
comprehensive 
Christian Education 
and Worship Resource 
choice — with material 
for ALL AGES and sizes 
of congregations. 
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SeasonsPrint SeasonsDisk SeasonsOnline 
www.spiritseasons.com 
ow WWW.sSeasonsonline.ca 


PUBLISHED IN CANADA BY WOOD LAKE PUBLISHING Www.woodlakebooks.com 


Earth & Budget Friendly! 
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VACANCIES 


Moderator c/o St. Paul’s Presbyterian 
Church, 85 Lot St., Simcoe, ON N3Y 154; 
519-426-1845; sppc@kwic.com; 
www.stpaulssimcoe.com. 

Thornbury, St. Paul's; Rev. Ted Creen, 

865 2nd Ave. West, Owen Sound, ON 
N4K 4M6; 519-376-7886; 
ted.creen@standrewsowensound.org. 

Thorold, St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator 
Graham Kennedy, 53 Church St., St. 
Catharines, ON L2R 3C3; 905-641-8868; 
gkennedy@niagara.com. 

Tiverton, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Susan 
Samuel, 345 Durham St., Kincardine, ON N2Z 
1Y6; 519-396-2311; ssamuel@bmts.com. 

Wallaceburg, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Mike Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
60 Fifth St., Chatham, ON N7M 4V7;519-352- 
2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 


Synod of Manitoba and 

Northwestern Ontario 

Brandon, Man., First; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Paul Sakasov, 338 11th St.E., Brandon, MB 
R7A 5W7; 204-727-2385; 

paul@pcbrandon.com. 

Carberry, Man., Knox-Zion; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jean Bryden, 808 9th St. NW, Portage la 
Prairie, MB R1N 3L3; 204-857-4815; jbryden@ 
mts.net. 

Flin Flon, Man., St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., Winni- 
peg, MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 

peterwwpres@mts.net. 

Selkirk, Man., Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
James Ko, 309 Strathnayer Ave., Selkirk, MB 
R1A 0OH5; 204-785-9834; 

pastorjames68@hotmail.com 


Thompson, Man., St. Andrew’s; Interim Modera- 
tor Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, 
MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 

peterwwpres@mts.net. 


Synod of Saskatchewan 

Saskatoon, St. Andrew’s; seeking Minister to 
be part of a team ministry; Rev. Sandy Scott, 
Interim Moderator, 60 12th St. East, Prince 
Albert, SK S6V 1B2; 306-764-4771; 
sandy.scott@sasktel.net; 
www.standrews-saskatoon.net. 


Synod of Alberta and the Northwest 

Calgary, Alta., Trinity; Interim Moderator Rev. 
David Vincent, 56 Scenic Rd. NW, Calgary, AB 
T3L 1B9; 403-547-7700; 

dave.barbvincent@shaw.ca. 

Chauvin, Alta., Westminster and Wainwright, 
Alta., St. Andrew's Pastoral Charge; Rev. 
Stephen Haughland, PO Box 663, Killam, AB 
TOB 2L0; 780-385-2147; tepkje@telus.net. 

Edmonton, Alta., Callingwood Road; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Bob Calder, 6607 31st Ave., 
Edmonton, AB T6K 4B3; 780-462-2446; 
crpc2007@gmail.com. 


Synod of British Columbia 

North Vancouver, St. Andrew's and St. 
Stephen’s; Rev. Dr. Brian J. Fraser, Interim 
Moderator, 1402-1327 East Keith Rd., North 
Vancouver, BC V7J 3T5; 
fraser@growingchurches.org. 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Vancouver, Kerrisdale; Co-Interim Moderators 


‘| the First Time 


Experiencing 
Jesus 


by Tim Scorer 


with 
Marcus Borg 


Bible Again for 


To learn more about this NEW transformational curriculum for Adults 


www.woodlakebooks.com 1.800.663.2775 
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Revs. Joyce and Glen Davis, 6040 lona Dr., 
Vancouver, BC V6T 2E8; 604-822-9807; 
gdavis@vst.edu. 

Victoria, St. Andrew’s; Full-time assistant 
minister, three-year call; Convener Search 
Committee Colina Titus, c/o St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, 680 Courtenay St., 
Victoria, BC V8W 1C1; 250-384-5734; 
colina.titus@gmail.com. 


Obituaries 


ANDERSON, Lillian, died on April 21, 
2008, at age 74. Lillian was a faithful 
member of St. Matthew’s, Montreal, 
and First Presbyterian, Verdun, Que. 
She served the children in the Sunday 
School for more than 20 years and was 
an honourary life member of the W.M.S. 
She is greatly missed by her husband 
Lloyd, her daughter Catherine (David 
Taylor), son Lloyd (Suzanne) and grand- 
children Olivia, Talia, Isaac and Alex. “Let 
not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me.” 


CARTHEW, Audrey, died May 2, 2008. 
Audrey, an elder at St. Giles Kingsway, 
Etobicoke, Ont., will be missed for her 
faithful and joyful prayer leadership. 


MORRIS, Rev. J. J. Harrold, died suddenly 
onJune 14, 2008. He served congregations 
in British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatch- 
ewan and Ontario and was Moderator of 
the 115th General Assembly of The Pres- 
byterian Church in Canada. Harrold is 
survived by his wife Jeanette MacDonald; 
daughters Mary Jesse (Howard) and 
their children John and Christeen, Rev. 
Jean Morris (Matthew Vyse), Jo Morris 
(Graham Pelat) and their son Ian; step- 
daughters Tracey Methven (David Neale) 
and their son Timothy, Nicole Metheven 
(Paul Smith) and their children Cameron 
and Hannah; predeceased by his wife 
Morag MacRae. 


YOUNG, Rev. Wilbert Lawrence, B.A., B.D. 
“Bert” was born in Elderslie Township, 
Bruce County, Ont., on July 14, 1923. 
He graduated from Chesley High School, 
University of Toronto and Knox College. 
In 1949, he was ordained in his home 
church, the Salem Church, Elderslie. 
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He served congregations at Fall- 
ingbrook, Toronto, Ont.; First, Pictou, 
N.S.; First, Collingwood, Ont.; and 
St. Andrew’s, Hamilton, Ont. From 
1973 to 1983, he was the first General 
Secretary of the newly formed Board 
of Congregational Life. He returned to 
the pastorate of Caledonia, Ont., until 
retirement in 1989. 

Bert was a distinguished minister 
of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
He served on many committees and 
boards of the church at large. In 1968, 
he represented the Board of Evan- 
gelism and Social Action at the first 
World Congress of Evangelism held in 
Berlin. Bert and Velma remained active 
in retirement, giving pastoral support, 
wise counsel and teaching lay devel- 
opment. Upon returning to Hamilton 
in 2000, they became members of 
Chedoke Church, which honoured 
Bert by naming him Minister Emeritus. 
For the past three years, Bert and Velma 
have attended Knox, Crieff, Ont. 

During his Collingwood days, Bert 
bought his grandfather’s farm over- 
looking the Saugeen River in Bruce 
County, and it became a gathering 
point for the Young family and a host 
of friends. After his death on April 30, 
2008, it was most fitting that Bert's 
funeral should be held in the surround- 
ings he loved. Bert is survived by Velma, 
his wife of almost 60 years; daughters 
Jane, Mary, Nancy and Peggy; son 
Stephen; sister Edith; 11 grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. He was 
predeceased by his brother Hardy. @ 
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is seeking a Minister to work with 
us as we fulfill our mission: 
Christ calls us to be faithful 
disciples, who strive to be 
Joyful in our worship, 
tender in our life together, 
and daring in our outreach. 


Please contact Dr. Jo Szostak, Search Chair, 
c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
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Online Course 2008 
Reading the Hebrew Bible 
With New Eyes 
Join this course to explore the ways 
ancient writers expressed their faith 
and the context in which they lived. 


Join other ruling elders online! 
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Instructor: Rev. Dr. Pat Dutcher-Walls 


Registration Fee: $100 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
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For the Journey, continued from page 50 


my laptop computer’s concordance, 
I found the verse. It is of course from 
the book of Job, from Eliphaz’s pithy 
observations about life in Job 5:6-7: 
“For misery does not come from the 
earth, nor does trouble sprout from the 
ground; but human beings are born to 
trouble just as sparks fly upward.” 

I don’t like Eliphaz very much in 
the book of Job, partly because he treats 
Job so poorly and partly because what 
he says, for the main part, is so true. I 
particularly don’t like to hear what he 
says in Job 5:6-7, the point of which is 
that my afflictions and troubles are not 
often accidental; they don’t usually just 
spring out of the dirt and bite me in the 
butt. Most often I bring them on myself 
by the choices I make. And in as much 
as all this is true, I bear responsibility. “I 
am born unto trouble, as sure as sparks 
fly upward,” says Eliphaz. I seem prone 
to make sinful choices, and inevitably 
they bring affliction and trouble upon 
me. These choices just seem to flow 
from my life as easily as sparks dance 
upward from a bonfire. 

Twenty-first century pop theology 
and psychology have developed an 
interesting approach with regards 
to people and sin. I think it’s called 
denial. I think it started in the Garden 
of Eden. The way it works with me is, 
first, I start denying that I have sinned 
and then, I begin to deny that there is 
any real consequence with regards to 
my sin. When my body falls apart, its 
not because I sinned against my body 
by mistreating it for years. When a 
relationship goes in the toilet, its not 
because I sinned against that person 
in some way and never owned up to 
it or tried to put it right. When I begin 
to suffer spiritually, it’s not because 
I sinned against God and have never 
come to Him in confession and sought 
forgiveness. My world has taught me 
to assuage my guilt for the sin I have 
committed against myself, other 
people and God, by denying respon- 
sibility for it. The real kicker in all of 
this denial stuff with regards to sin is 
that it prevents me from drawing on 
the wonderful means of grace called 
confession. Confession is owning up 


to personal choices of sin that I have 
made. This means owning up to the 
sins I have committed against self, 
against my body for example. This 
means Owning up to the sins I have 
committed against my neighbour, 
most often those closest to me. This 
means Owning up to the sins I have 
committed against God, and _ ulti- 
mately all sin is against God, or so the 
Psalmist says in Ps. 51:4. Confession 
is taking responsibility and saying, I 
know I did it; in my gut, even when I 
try to deny it, I know I am responsible 
for my sin and for its consequence. 
As the Psalmist puts it, “For I know 
my transgressions, and my sin is ever 
before me.” (Ps. 51:3) 

Taking responsibility for sin is so 
important because it leads to confes- 
sion. Confession is a deeply healing 
thing because it leads to forgive- 
ness. John R.W. Stott, in his book 
Confess Your Sins, quotes the head of 
a large British mental home: “I could 
dismiss half my patients tomorrow if 
they could be assured of forgiveness.” 
Confession leads me to the place with 
self, neighbour, and ultimately God, 
where I can cry out with the Psalmist: 
“Have mercy on me, O God, according 
to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly 
from my iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin.” (Ps.51:1-2) 

And here is the thing. As I confess 
my sin, the very word of God promises 
me that I can absolutely count on this 
truth: “If we confess our sins, He who is 
faithful and just will forgive us our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.” (1 Jn:1.9) It’s just as true, or so it 
seems to me, that if trouble and afflic- 
tion flow out of sin, as sure as sparks fly 
upwards, that healing and wholeness 
flow out of confession and forgiveness, 
whether it be regarding self, neighbour, 
or God. 


Rev. David Webber is a_ contributing 
editor to the Record. He is a minister of 
the Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry. 
His books include Like a Winter's Aspen: 
Embracing the Creator’s Fire. 
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retirement communities, education 
facilities, registered charities 
and unique properties. 
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Sparks Fly Upwards 


Healing and wholeness flow out of confession and forgiveness. BY DAVID WEBBER 


nat’s strange,” said Chelsea. 
“What’s strange?” asked 
Linda. 

“Well, I think I just saw a firefly.” 

“How do you know it was a firefly?” 

“Well, it was like a fire spark but it 
didn’t fly upward,” said Chelsea. “It 
flew kinda sideways instead. It looked so 
strange it almost looked like something 
extraterrestrial, something alien.” 

There was a brief pause. “There 
it is again,” said Chelsea. “I’ve never 
seen one before, but I am sure it was a 
firefly.” 

I was lying flat on my back in the 
bed of our travel trailer recovering from 
a marathon day of driving through 
northeastern Ontario. At the end of 
the day we had somehow landed just 
outside of Belmont, Man. We were 
nestled in the beautiful Kiche-Manitou 
Campground in Spruce Woods Provin- 
cial Park. Hearing Chelsea and Linda, 
I shook off the sleep that was over- 
hauling me and crawled out of bed to 


4 


50 Presbyterian Record 


see what they were talking about. By the 
time I had extricated myself from semi- 
consciousness, four inches of goose 
down and the embrace of our Labrador 
retriever Bud, there was a firefly conven- 
tion happening in the leaves of the 
aspen grove just outside our travel 
trailer. The girls were standing outside, 
oohing and awing. All around them 
the “lightning bugs” were flashing their 
little bottoms. The aspen grove looked 
like it was ablaze and sparks were flying 
everywhere. But not one spark was 
flying upwards like fire sparks do. The 
frantic buzzing horizontal movement 
of the “sparks” actually resulted in one 
firefly coming right over Chelsea’s head. 
It landed on the trailer awning almost 
touching her nose. She was suitably 
impressed and giggled. 

Eventually we went back inside the 
trailer and left the flies to their midnight 
mating fireworks. Linda and I regaled 
Chelsea with firefly tales from our child- 
hood. Linda told about building firefly 


lamps using a pickle jar. I told about my 
dad traipsing home after a date, inebri- 
ated just enough so that when he saw a 
host of fireflies in a neighbour's hayfield 
he thought he was being haunted by the 
“will-o’-the-wisp.” He ran the two miles 
back home at a dead run (Dad always 
had an overactive imagination). And 
then I crawled back into bed, wrestled 
Bud for my share of the goose down and 
went back to sleep. 

Or at least I tried to. The fireflies 
had started to stir up a Bible verse 
in my memory, and |’ll be darned if I 
could remember where it was. I asked 
Chelsea for her Bible because mine was 
buried in my briefcase under the bed. I 
could remember a portion of the verse, 
“.,. Sparks fly upward,” but the more I 
looked, without the help of a concor- 
dance, the more frustrated I became. 
Finally I gave it up and rolled over to try 
another attempt at out-snoring Bud. 

The next morning, with the help of 

continued on page 49 
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FOR THE 
RECORD 


SUBSCRIBER 


PRIVACY 


PROTECTED 


o all those readers who were surprised 

and offended in any way to receive 

a recent mailing from an insurance 

company in a Presbyterian Record envelope, my 

profound apology for not having adequately 
explained the circumstances. 

First, let me assure you of two crucial 
things: first, Johnson Insurance, an advertiser 
client of the Record, does not have your name 
and address. We mailed their material to you 
on their behalf. The board took great pains to 
make sure that Johnson does not receive any 
personal information about our subscribers. 

Secondly, as with all advertising carried in the Record, no 
endorsement by the magazine or the board is implied nor are 
we in any partnership with the advertiser. Period. 

So why did you receive this mailing (which the client 
requested only be sent to Ontario subscribers)? 

One of the inevitable things about publishing a magazine 
is that costs always go up, while sales, the biggest source of 
revenue for many publications, are fragile at best and go down 
at worst. 

Newsstand sales have plummeted; and for subscriber-only 
publications such as the Record, one story said simply that “flat 
[circulation] is the new up.” 

In short, publishing is difficult and expensive. Add to this 
the fact that Canadian companies are reluctant to advertise 
in religion magazines, and publishers and owners have to 
scramble to make ends meet. 

That is why the board of the Record decided to accept the 
proposition from Johnson Insurance to have us mail informa- 
tion about their company’s products to our subscribers. 

Because this was the first time we had done business this 
way, however, we were unable to ask every subscriber for their 
permission to mail them third-party information. That would 
have taken a whole year to reach every subscriber. (We have 
now begun that process.) 

So we did what we thought was the next best thing. We 
put ads in the Record before the mailing to let subscribers 
know that all they had to do was call toll-free, e-mail or write 
us, and we’d take you off the list to receive anything other 
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But mailings help 
pay the bills. 
BY DAVID HARRIS 


than the Record and what is packaged with it 
each month. 

By and large, this worked. At the time of 
writing, about 99 per cent of subscribers had 
not objected to the mailing or asked to be taken 
off the list. 

Most of us, after all, are used to the various 
ways companies try to tell us about their prod- 
ucts and services. Marketing takes place because 
it is effective—in other words, as consumers, we 
respond to the information and purchase the 
products and services offered. 

But some people have wondered why the 
Record is engaging in this sort of advertising at all. The simple 
reason is that it helps pay the bills. 

The Record is an independent non-profit, charitable corpo- 
ration. Its main sources of revenue are subscriptions (almost 
60 per cent), advertising (almost 25 per cent) and the annual 
appeal (almost 12 per cent). The remainder comes mostly from 
the federal government’s Canada Magazine Fund. 

On the expense side of the sheet are salaries (for one of the 
smallest staff of any denominational publication), printing, 
mailing and administrative costs. 

Because we want as many people in the church as possible 
to receive the Record, we are always looking for new sources of 
revenue. The latest mailing was one of those opportunities. 

Ontario subscribers who have not asked to be removed 
from the direct mail list may possibly receive one or two more 
mailings. Also, the board will be evaluating the overall response 
to this advertising approach and will keep you informed of 
future developments. 

I hope this helps all readers understand our situation a 
bit better. Thank you for your loyalty. And please encourage 
others to subscribe. The more readers we have, the less it costs 
everyone. @ 


Sincerely, 


arid tae 
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Listen, then Speak Up 
Re Encourage Voice Then Listen, May 
After reading Andrew Faiz’s May 
article I felt encouraged because in a 
rare moment of clarity (for me that is) 
I understood it! Yet at the same time 
I wondered what our compulsion 
toward having our voice heard is really 
all about. I can remember being a teen 
and having many of the feelings I 
heard expressed in the article about not 
having a place or a voice. As it turned 
out, the discontent was not about my 
own voice but a lack of another far 
more important voice in my life and, 
at times, in the church. I sometimes 
wonder if in our attempt to be heard 
or in our attempt to listen to so many 
voices (like wind, earthquakes and 
fire) we haven’t crowded our ears with 
noise that prevents us from hearing 
that still small voice. I agree, we must 
be welcoming with open ears, but first 
and foremost we must welcome the 
One Voice—then listen! 

LUKE VANDERKAMP, HUNTINGDON, QUE. 


I was very encouraged by this 
article. The whole idea of groups that 
are marginalized, within and by the 
church is something we need to think 
about. It gives voice to a lot of thoughts 
that probably exist across the country. I 
also agree with David Webber that there 
needs to be more on rural issues in the 
Record as well as the lady from Saskatch- 
ewan regarding the West. 

As far as the magazine goes, it is up 
to those of us that feel we are outside 
or have no voice are not covered by 
the Record to suggest or send articles 
about rural issues, the West, ethnic 
groups, youth or any other group 
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that feels that feels marginalized. We 
cannot possibly be heard if we do not 
speak up. 

I include myself in this, as I live, 
write, minister and farm in a rural area 
and have chosen the West as home. 
Write about issues you are passionate 
about. They will not all be published, 
but the editors will at least hear our 
voice and be made aware of our 
concerns and this can all be used in 
determining themes for future issues 
of the Record. Lets find our voice where 
ever we can! 

REV. BARB ALSTON, HARTNEY, MAN. 


Flak and Kudos 


You took some unnecessary flak for the 
June cover of the Record. | hope you’ve 
received kudos for the arresting and 
beautiful one of July-August. 

MARGARET ZEIDMAN KUKURUGYA, ORILLIA, ONT. 


May I commend you and the artist 
for such a beautiful July/August cover. 
The cover is tasteful and imaginative. 
Well done. 

REV. ROBERT FLINDALL, GRIMSBY, ONT. 


Beautiful Church Contest 
Could you please send me the details 
of the contest? 
JAMES K., VIA EMAIL 

Editor Responds: 
Which is the most beautiful church in 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada? 
Hmmm ... How do you define beautiful? 
Ahh, that’s the trick of the contest! 

Architecturally beautiful? Sure, 
that’s a great definition, but it might 
favour some of the older churches 
with their grand beams and stones. 

Beautiful setting? That’s also > 
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good, but it might favour some more 
rural churches set atop cliffs over- 
looking floating icebergs or majestic 
mountains. 

Theologically beautiful? Yes! We 
leave you to define it yourself, and 
that could include architecture, loca- 
tion, mission, worship, etc. 

Is yours the most beautiful church in 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada? 


Easier Said Than Done 
Moderator Cheol Soon Park’scomments 
are on the mark. However, making 
change into acceptable practice in the 
PCC is easier said than done. 

Perhaps a start for the national 
church is to discontinue the use 
of numerical General Assemblies. 
Presumably the 134th was the one just 
finished, I can figure that out today. 
But what if someone refers to that 
134th GA, 10, 20 or 100 yrs from now, 
who will know which GA it was? Or 
when was the 98th GA? 

Much simpler for all time if this 
year’s GA were to be referred to as the 
GA of 2008 (or GA ’08). All the prior 
assembies could be renamed using 
only the convening year. 

MARTIN H. JURRIUS, WEST VANCOUVER, B.C. 


Peace and Compassion 

Although I understand that a segment of 
the Record’s readers will be unable to join 
me in this sentiment, I heartily congrat- 
ulate the 218th General Assembly of the 
PC(USA) for their courage to love and 
be inclusive to homosexual members 
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of their church. In June, their assembly 
voted to lift any restriction to ordina- 
tion and ministry on the basis of sexual 
orientation. One is left to wonder when 
the PCC will follow suit? 

To those in our denomination 
who ignore an ever-increasing body 
of medical knowledge and cling to 
outdated and inaccurate interpretations 
of five scant, time- and culture-bound 
passages of scripture to promote their 
heterosexist worldview, I wish them 
peace and compassion. History shows 
that a progressive theology based on 
love and inclusiveness will always win 
out over time. Such has been the case 
in the battle for inclusiveness for people 
of colour in the United States and for 
women in churches everywhere; it will 
be the inevitable result for gay and 
lesbian Presbyterians as well. 

In order to do justice now, the PCC 
must move to overhaul Chapter 6 of 
it’s woefully outdated 1992 Statement 
on Human Sexuality and take the steps 
necessary to welcome all of its members 
in the spirit of love and truth. 

DERRICK CUNNINGHAM, COBOURG, ONT. 


The P in PCC 

Will the PCC still be a national denomi- 
nation in 20 years or will we be evan- 
gelical congregationalists? 

More of our ordinands are getting 
their first theological education at 
evangelical colleges such as Tyndale 
or Regent, which are not Presbyterian. 
Are they then getting a Presbyterian 
ordination of convenience? Would 


their worship services be recognized 
as Presbyterian? Are they using the 


PCC hymnal, supporting Presbyte- 
rian camps? Are they active in their 
presbyteries? Are they supporting the 
national church programs or their own 
projects? Why do they need as congrte- 
gations or individuals to subscribe 
to additional statements of faith like 
those of the Renewal Fellowship or 
Northpoint Church Ministries or the 
Willow Creek Association? 

Renewal Fellowship seems to now 
effectively control the Presbyterian 
College. Are Knox and St. Andrew’s 
Hall far behind? Is there a place in the 
PCC for those of us who are not biblical 
literalists and who believe that gays 
and lesbians have an equal place in the 
church and believe that our church 
should be reformed and reforming. 
Our historic traditional Presbyterian 
Church in Canada is becoming unrec- 
ognizeable. Is this what we want? 

ROBERT EWING, KANATA, ONTARIO 


A Biblical Worldview 

Re Susan Macrae’s letter, July/August 
She writes that she understands with 
diminishing hope that, as Calvin 
Brown states, “the Muslim faith is not 
on par with Christianity in its saving 
capacity.” 

This is not Calvin Brown’s idea, it 
is God’s. Nowhere in the Bible does 
God entertain or relax His position on 
another religion. The Bible consistently 
teaches that there is one God and 
that His plan of salvation is through 
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Jesus Christ alone. This is not an issue 
of favouritism but an issue of God’s 
sovereignty and accepting the Bible as 
His inerrant and authoritative Word. 
The view that all religions are equal in 
offering salvation is a secular world- 
view, not a biblical worldview. Learning 
more about the faith and customs of 
other religions is a good thing. But 
should we not be first compelled to 
know the truths of our own faith? That 
only happens as we learn what it means 
to be a Christian, largely through our 
systematic and serious study of the 
handbook, to make sure the ideas we 
have are consistent with God’s ideas. 
That is how we learn how to be a loving 
and respectful representative of God 
as we reach out and learn about our 
friends of other faiths. 

We cannot pretend to represent 
Christianity if we don’t know the 
truths of the Bible. I am personally 
thankful for Mr. Brown, for his articu- 
late, biblical view, and his boldness 
and faithfulness to address the issues 
that are challenging Christianity today. 
May his tribe increase. 

VALERIE JOHNSTON, KITCHENER, ONT. 


Correction 

I apologize for an error in my letter 
published in the May Record. I did not 
write a letter re the residential schools 
to the AMS. I wrote to the President of 
the Women’s Missionary Society. The 
old Eastern Division (now the AMS) 


had nothing to do with aboriginal 
work; that task was undertaken by the 
Western Division (now the WMS). At 
the forthcoming Truth and Recon- 
ciliation Commission it should be the 
WMS representing the Church. The 
confusion of the two societies was my 
mistake, and my regrets are expressed 
to the Atlantic Mission Society and 
to the Record. 

Recently I was in Winnipeg 
and visited Rev. Margaret Mullin 
and Warren Whittaker, and_ their 
co-workers at the Winnipeg Inner City 
Mission. Flora House and Anishinabe 
Fellowship Centre continue their good 
work, and Anishinabe Place of Hope 
is a wonder to see, a fine residence for 
folk who need assistance. Much of the 
work at WICM is among First Nations 
people, and we should be proud of this 
work undertaken by the Presbyterian 
Church in the north end of Winnipeg. 

IAN S. WISHART 


Re A Terrible Natural Disaster, July-August: 
Lloyd and Willa Jones are the 
Baptists in Thunder Bay; Lloyd’s brother 
(Rev. Dr.) Bill was editor of the Cana- 

dian Baptist. 
AL CLARKSON, TORONTO 


More letters can be found on our 
website: On Against Empty Prayers; 
Homecoming Scotland; a defence 
of Simple Religion and of Carey 
Nieuwhof. 


Looking to Advertise in the Presbyterian Record? 


November — by September 15, 2008 
December — by October 15,2008 
January — by Novenber 15, 2008 


Carol McCormick 

tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 

fax: 905-833-2116 
email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


Please note our NEW advertising 
deadlines for upcoming issues 


Healthcare 
Practioners 


Needed 


For over 95 years 
Evangel Hall Mission has made 
caring for Toronto’s most vulnerable 
citizens our priority. 


This summer Evangel Hall Mission 
expanded our services by 
building our very own 
Dental/Medical clinic. 


By providing free dental and 
medical services we will enable 
people to receive proper healthcare. 


We are currently looking for the 
following professionals to join our 
team as paid staff and volunteers: 


(shifts can range from once a 
month to once a week) 


Dentist 


Foot Care Professional 


Dental Hygienist 


Receptionist and Administration 


Together we can help 
these individuals live the 
most healthy and dignified 
lives possible. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 
Fax (416) 504-8056 


www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR 0001 
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GSEEES 


With EssentiaLife you can leave a significant gift, by planning 
beyond the insurance you already have in a simple, easy and 
affordable way. Plus you can receive tax benefits now. 


There’s no medical — and you just have to answer a few simple 
health questions to qualify. Plus you can buy up to $25,000 
coverage. And because we believe in giving, we'll give your 
favourite charity an extra gift of up to $500 (2% of your 
policy coverage), at no extra cost to you! 


FaithLife Financial is a leading not-for-profit Canadian 
Christian financial services organization. We offer a wide 
range of insurance and investment programs and reinvest our 
earnings back through our members and their congregations 
for the causes they care about. 


Find out how you can contribute to the Lord’s work through 
tl 


f res £59 7 . MI 7" 
0-563-6237 or by fillin 


attached business reply card. 


EssentiaLife. It’s FaithLife Financial’s way of helping Canadian 
Christians answer the call to give and build a better world. 


adi ery 


gisted trace name for Lutheran Lite Insurance Society of Canada 07-08 


To make People & Places submissions: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca. 
Please visit the monthly PnP page at www.presbyterianrecord.ca for more. 


In the life of a congregation, as in the life of a family (and 
sometimes the two are hard to tell apart) there are hellos and 
goodbyes: witness Salem, Pictou County, Nova Scotia. 

On Easter Sunday the congregation welcomed Brayden 
Martin Gaudet through baptism. He’s seen with his parents 
Angela and Darren Gaudet, his sister Sydney, Bill Ross, clerk 
of session and Rev. Barb Fotheringham. And on our website 
scenes from a celebration of Charlotte MacDonald for her 12 
years of service as choir director and organist by Joyful Noise 
and Friends Choir. 


Later on in these pages you can read the testimony of a young woman 
who went as a nurse to Jobat, India. That’s one kind of mission. Here's 
another, just as important, speaking as passionately from faith and 
conviction: the congregation of Chalmer’s, Winterbourne, Ont., made 
blankets for the Children’s Hostel in Jobat. These signs of their faith 
were dedicated and blessed in May. 
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Another great cake! The Mary and Martha WMS at St. Andrew’s, 
Strathroy on Mission Awareness Sunday in April, with guest 
speaker Kenneth Kim, director of PWS&D. From left: Shirley 
McNeil, Virginia Campbell, Margaret Smith, Joan Wagner, 
Ken Kim, Gertrude Waldie, Julie Morden, Bea Veitch, Marilyn 
Howlett and Elizabeth Hehl. Back: Rev. Steve Boose, Marion 
Lumsden, Jill Morden, Kathy Boose and Karen Reid. 


il 
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Rev. Allen Ye was inductedas minister forthe English-language 
congregation at Vancouver's Chinese Presbyterian, in April, by 
the presbytery of Westminster and its moderator, the senior 
minister of Chinese Church, Rev. Morgan Wong. Rev. Ted 
Siverns preached at the service. Allen has for this ministry the 
glorious combination of having English as his first language, 
fluency in Cantonese and the ability to communicate in 
Mandarin. Chinese Church currently worships in Cantonese 
and English and prays that soon there will be a Mandarin 
ministry to address the gospel to the thousands of new 
Mandarin-speaking immigrants in the Vancouver area. 
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Do you want to see the future now? Notethenamesandfaces— From left: Matthew Prasad, Daniel Safie, Stacey Safie, Chanel 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada is changing. On Sunday, Prasad, Alan Eardley, Caroline White, Devi Jesuratnam, Rev. 
June 1, nine new members were received and welcomed into Robert Royal, Devika Ratnayake (holding future member, 
the congregation of God's family at St. Andrew’s, Maple, Ont. Christten), and Amal Ratnayake. 


The WMS Beatrice Scott Evening Auxiliary, 
at Tolmie, Port Elgin, Ont., recently 
celebrated their 60th anniversary. And, of 
course, on Mission Awareness Sunday this 
year, there was cake. They would like to 
submit this attached photo for the “People 
and Places” section of the. 

The ladies are, from left to right, Wilda 
Lamont, Eileen Bates, Gladys Eby, Donna 
Kain, Ada Weatherall, Edna Clazie, Irene Eby. 


Had cake lately? 


See www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
for instructions on How To Submit 
Photos in the Digital Age. 


September 2008 | Presbyterian Record 1 1 


withessinic History 


Ann Calahan (far left) and Josephine Monkman were 
close friends at Birtle Residential School but hadn't seen 
each other in 50 years till they picked up their friendship — 
again outside Central Block, Parliament Hill, on June 11, 
2008. The lost time had no affect and bie repoeee 
“like sisters.” . 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada invited five sue - 
vors of our schools at Birtle and Cecilia Jeffrey, along with — 
members of their families, to be present with Moderator — 
Rev. Cheol Soon Park and other representatives of the _ 
church at the historic apology ceremony in Ottawa, which : 
was delivered by Prime Minister Stephen Harper in the _ 
House. The Moderator and the five survivors attended a 
special reception following the apology where they met 
the Prime Minister, the Governor General, National Chief 
Phil Fontaine and other dignitaries. Some had copies of 
the apology signed by Harper and Fontaine. _ 
Their family members, which included ‘two ‘other 
residential school survivors, watched the apology in a 
special viewing room in the West Block with Principal : 
Clerk Stephen Kendall, former general secretary of the 
Life and Mission Agency lan Morrison, and hs and - 
reconciliation animator Lori Ransom. 


ee returns from River Jordan 


General Secretary looking forward to many years of continued friendship and work. 


REV. DR. RICHARD FEE, General Secretary of the Life and 
Mission Agency, will be returning to his office this month 
after he was diagnosed with bacterial endocarditis with 
pulmonary edema in April and had to undergo operations 
on his heart which he describes in a notice of thanks in this 
issue of the Record (page 14) as “awe-inspiring and amazingly 
dedicated medical care.” 

Bacterial endocarditis is caused by common bacteria— 
related to the same source as strep throat—which develops 
slowly over weeks, exhibiting a wide variety of symptoms. 
This caused some early frustrations for Fee, who at first 
thought he had a bad flu and was misdiagnosed at least once 
in the beginning. The bacteria builds on the heart walls and 
the heart literally has to be scrapped clean of the infection. 
Fee’s operation took several hours and he was hospitalized 
for about two weeks. 

The bacterial infection may not have been caused by 
Fee’s overseas trips, especially one to Africa, as previously 
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reported in the Record. The cause may have been more com- 
monplace—a trip to the dentist. The American Heart Asso- 
ciation has made a link between bacterial endocarditis and 
dental surgery, along with other common procedures like 
tonsillectomy and gall bladder surgery. A direct causation 
link in Fee’s case has not been established. 

In a letter to family and friends, Fee described his ordeal 
this way: “I told some people that I was taken to the River 
Jordan. I was urged to get my feet wet. I then actually went 
up to my waist (some say up to my neck), but I did not 
cross over to the other side ... I am grateful for life, to the 
Author of all Life who gives all of us a heart, both physical 
and spiritual.” 

Rev. Ian Morrison, former general secretary, sat in for Fee 
till the end of July. In an email to national staff Morrison 
wrote, “I have enjoyed renewing old acquaintances and get- 
ting to know new staff. However I am happy that I can have 
another attempt at ‘retirement.’” @ 
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Kettle Top Padre 


First Presbyterian Chaplain General. By EMILY WIERENGA 


REV. DAVE C. KETTLE, who is on the 
rolls at the Presbytery of Ottawa, was 
named Chaplain General of the Cana- 
dian Armed Forces in August, making 
him the first Presbyterian to hold the 
title. In July Col. Kettle had also been 
named Brigadier General. 

A graduate of Knox College, To- 
ronto, Kettle joined the Canadian 
Forces in 1981 after having served a 
three-point charge for the church in 
Mount Forest, Ont. As a chaplain he 
has served across Canada and on Unit- 
ed Nations and NATO posts in Bosnia, 
Croatia and Rwanda. 

“I have seen some of the terrible 
things that people can do to each oth- 
er due to ethnic and religious strife,” 
he says. 

“Tam aman of God in uniform,” he 
says. “I do not have a job; I have a call- 
ing. I have been called by God to serve 
soldiers, sailors and air personnel and 
their families anywhere, anytime.” 

Since being promoted this past Feb- 
tuary by the Honourable Peter Mackay, 
Kettle has become responsible for the 
recruiting, training, career develop- 
ment and well being of all chaplains. 
He is also required to give counsel to 
the Chief of Military Personnel and 


the Chief Defence Staff on all mat- — 


ters of a spiritual, religious or ethical 
nature. He is the chief spokesperson 
for the Chaplain branch for all media 
enquiries; a chaplain to all senior lead- 
ership within the Canadian Forces, 
and a strategic leader. 

“The question that preoccupies me 
is not where does the Branch need to 
be this year and next, but where does 
the Branch need to be 10 to 15 years 
from now,” says Kettle. “I intend to 
help our Interfaith Committee move 
the yardstick on Interfaith issues. Dur- 
ing my term as Chaplain General all 
new chaplains will receive a formation 
in their second language in their first 
two years of training that will enable 
them to become functionally bilingual. 
And, chaplain health and well-being 
will be on the front burner throughout 
my term as Chaplain General. 

“We live in a global community. 
Insurrection, famine, or natural disas- 
ter in any country ultimate touches 
every country. Today, no country can 
live in splendid isolation. Where ever 
peace is in jeopardy Canadians must 
do their share to maintain the peace 
in the world.” 

Kettle is is committed to providing 
“the absolute best spiritual and reli- 
gious support possible.” = 


Sunday at Anishinabe 
Fellowship Centre 


begins quietly. 


hairs are set up in the “big 
room” and meal assembly 
begins in the kitchen. 
Mid-afternoon the doors open and 
individuals and families arrive for 
worship. There is 
a mounting noise 
level as people 
welcome each 
other and share the 
week's news. Then ~_ jg 
Rev. Margaret and 
worshippers begin wi Cc M 
to praise God with joyful singing 
in English, Cree and Ojibway. The 
children go to Sunday School 
while the adults hear the message. 
A “feast” is shared by all after the 
service (sandwiches, or soup & bun, 
or casserole, juice, coffee). All go 
home with a full heart and stomach. 


“For I was hungry and you: 
gave me something t ford, 
rsty and ou gave me 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 


Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 


P. O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4A7 


Flora House 204-586-5494 


Anisbinahe Popol S fontrs 
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Youth Valued 


Churches must open up their programming. BY LORNE KLETKE 


YOUTH SHOULD BE and are actively in- 
volved in HIV and AIDS work, and this 
message was carried to Mexico City by 
young adults from several faith and 
cultural backgrounds. 

Youth delegations attended the Ec- 
umenical Pre-Conference in advance 
of the XVII International AIDS Con- 
ference, including Lutheran, Presby- 
terian and YWCA groups. Members of 
all three groups participated in a work- 
shop that focused on engaging youth 
in HIV and AIDS work. 

The topic of youth engagement is a 
complex one. “In El Salvador a youth 
activist is 15 [years old]; in North 
America it’s 25,” said Rev. Brian Rude, 
a Lutheran missionary from Canada 
speaking as a workshop participant. 
Other risks are universally present from 
an early age. 

Michelle Verwey, a Presbyterian 
young adult from Canada, said that 
youth need to have a better invitation 


from their church to participate. She 
added that youth may not be aware 
of their church’s programming or 
partnerships in HIV and AIDS work, 
and might get lost when navigating 
church language in HIV and AIDS re- 
lated documents. 

Yet Verwey said that youth living 
within a faith community with an in- 
terest in HIV and AIDS activism are 
likely to participate in programs run 
by faith-based organizations, if given 
the chance. 

Verwey said that churches can add 
something to the HIV and AIDS pre- 
vention message that secular program 
can’t exactly replicate, including “... 
the underlying message that you're of 
value, that your body is temple.” m 


—courtesy of Ecumenical Advocacy Alli- 
ance, which sponsored the Ecumenical 
Pre-Conference ahead of the IAC in Mexico 
City in August. 


NOTE OF GRATITUDE 


In scripture, the human heart is the centre of the human person; it is where physical and spiritual 
life are concentrated. The New Testament even speaks of the heart as being the dwelling place of 
Christ, (“...and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith...” Ephesians 3:17), in which 
reigns the peace of God, (“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in the one body.” Colossians 3:15) 


Over the last several months I have learned much about the human heart — both the physical 
and the spiritual. In April, ] was diagnosed with bacterial endocarditis with pulmonary edema. 
To correct this illness, | was the recipient of awe-inspiring and amazingly dedicated medical care. 


During this period of time, I also learned that our church’s heart is large and caring. Our church 
expresses the indwelling of the Spirit of Christ in remarkable ways. I have been the recipient of over- 
whelming and sincerely appreciated gestures of kindness and support. For this, l am very grateful. 


I stand in awe of the advances in medical care and the skill that was exercised to restore my health. 
I am very grateful to my family for their extraordinary love and care throughout this time. I am 
sincerely grateful to congregations, presbyteries and church groups, for the prayers that were raised 
when I was under intensive medical care. I owe a large debt of gratitude to the entire staff at the 
National Office of our church and to those within the Life and Mission Agency who took on extra 
duties to ensure that all things have gone smoothly. Their prayer support will remain with me for 
a very long while. I will always retain a deep gratitude for the remarkable gestures of compassion 
and care transmitted across many time zones from our several partners overseas and from ecume- 
nical organizations with which we are in mission. Above all, am grateful for life, to the Author of 
all Life who gives all of us a heart, both physical and spiritual. 


Rick Fee 
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NEWS 


-AGrand Happening 


Reflections on the PC(USA) General Assembly. sy sTEPHEN KENDALL 


AS SOMEONE who actually gets excited 
about General Assemblies, attending 
the annual gahering of the PC(USA) in 
San Jose this June was like a rock fan 
going to a U2 concert, a tennis novice 
attending Wimbledon or a law stu- 
dent stepping into the Supreme Court. 
You cannot help, as a Canadian Pres- 
byterian, being struck by how big ev- 
erything is. The display area is 50,000 
square feet; most days had 20 or more 
events taking place; the Assembly Hall 
is equipped with four camera angles, a 
30-metre JumboTron, a full video, light 
and audio live production facility com- 
plete with an off-duty ESPN producer 
firing the motions and amendments 
onto the screen faster than football 
stats at the Super Bowl. There were 750 


(arbon Sabbath Initiative 


voting commission- 
ers and 225 advisory 
delegates seated on 
the Assembly floor, 
each one equipped 
with a laptop com- 
puter (a _ require- 
ment, partly since 
the business binder, 
if printed, would be 
about eight inches 
thick). Behind com- 
missioners are rows 
of press, ecumenical visitors, guests, 
and observers (primarily from affinity 
groups interested in the outcome of 
the votes affecting their constituency) 
numbering close to 3,000. You can- 
not help but feel this is an ‘event,’ a 


Stephen Kendall, right, with a PC(USA) delegate in San Jose, Calif. 


happening. The buzz is evident every- 
where. Of course, Presbyterians are just 
as friendly in the States and our col- 
leagues extend very kind hospitality to 
their guests. 

But apart from the scale, what > 


A group process directed to help you understand 
and deal with how to: 


* Calculate Your Carbon Footprint 

* Commit to Personal Change 

* Reflect on the Links Between Climate and Justice 
- Advocate for Just and Sustainable Energy 


Learn How to Form a Group 
in Your Community! 


Come to a One-Day Training 
Workshop in Your Area! 
Sorrento, BC — Sorrento Retreat Centre — Nov. 1st 
Saskatoon, SK — Queen’s House Renewal Centre — Nov. 15th 


Arnprior, ON — Galilee Retreat Centre — Nov. 29th 
Fredericton, NB — Wilmott United Church — Oct. 25th 


To register go to: 


www.kairoscanada.org 


Cost: Suggested donation of $10.00 to offset the cost of lunch 
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A Grand Happening, continued from page 15 


else is different between our two 
assemblies? What might we learn from 
theirs? 

The role of young people is very 
important at both the PC(USA) and the 
PCC assemblies. We value the voices 
that our YARs bring to our assembly. 
Young people have a similar role at the 
PC(USA), but there are more of them. 
Each of 173 presbyteries sends a youth 
delegate. With 750 commissioners, 
an additional 173 young people is 
sure to have an impact. Although the 
Youth Advisory Delegates do not have 
a counted vote, they, along with the 
other advisory delegates have an ad- 
visory vote. This means that the Mod- 
erator asks the advisory delegates to 
vote electronically ahead of the com- 
missioners. The result of the advisory 
vote is put on the screen for the com- 
missions to see and the Moderator will 
say “Commissioners, you have been 
advised, you may now vote.” Do the 
advisory votes influence the commis- 


sioners? And would that be a prob- 
lem? It’s hard to say, but the commis- 
sioners at least know what the youth, 
students and ecumenical delegates 
think on any given issue as they dis- 
cern their mind. As an onlooker, it was 
fascinating to be able to see how vari- 
ous groups were voting. 

There seems to be a high level of 
expectation that commissioners will 
prepare well, be in their places on time, 
and be present throughout the assem- 
bly. As a clerk, I suppose I am a little 
more sensitive than some to this! One 
evening when the business went on 
past 11 p.m. I must admit that even I 
petered out and headed for my room! 
The commissioners soldiered on until 
finally enough of them convinced the 
Moderator to let them go to bed. The 
next day the Stated Clerk commented 
to me that one of his accomplishments 
had been to ensure that no business 
sessions go beyond midnight! 

Over the years, the PC(USA) has 


St. Andrew's 


Presbyter/an 


is searching fora 


LEAD MINISTER 


For information, visit our web site: 


Church Markham 


Please forward your resume to: 
The Rev. Donald Muir 
Interim Moderator 
50 Wynford Drive 
Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 


www.standrews-markham.ca/search.htm dmuir@presbyterian.ca 


*You have a passion 
to help us build a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 
*You are able to make the Word of God relevant. 
*You know and imitate Christ. 
*You have a heart for missions. 
*Are you ready to help us 
become fishers of men, women 
and children? 


Contact: Interim Moderator 
Rev. Mike 
Maroney, 

First Presbyterian 

Church, 

60 Fitth St, 
Chatham, ON 
N7M 4V7 
§19-352-2313 


maroney@firstchathamors 


KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Wallaceburg, Ontario 
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developed an interesting process for 
engaging commissioners in the work 
of the assembly. Clearly every com- 
missioner could not hope to digest 
all the business—there is simply too 
much. So each and every commis- 
sioner is appointed (randomly, with 
considerations of clergy/lay, gender 
and ethnic balance) to serve on one 
of 18 committees. All the business is 
‘triaged’ to these committees and the 
recommendations to the assembly are 
based entirely on the fast and furious 
work of these committees. They range 
in subject from bills and overtures 
to peacemaking and justice issues, 
to church orders, to governance, to 
youth. These committees meet from 
Sunday evening to Tuesday. During 
their meetings the advisory delegates 
(e.g. youth, ecumenical and students) 
are given both voice and vote, and the 
committee will receive testimony from 
a wide variety of people (not necessar- 
ily other commissioners) who wish to 
address a particular item. Often there 
are line-ups out the door and down the 
hall of those hoping to speak. Com- 
mittee reports and recommendations 
are prepared by Wednesday afternoon 
when the assembly business meetings 
begin. Each committee will bring for- 
ward a consent agenda of the items 
about which they were unanimous, 
and specific recommendations for all 
other items. This way the assembly is 
spared dealing with the approximately 
1,000 items of business separately. 

As a Clerk of assembly, it was a great 
gift to be present at the PC(USA) assem- 
bly with good colleagues and friends 
from south of the border. It provided 
a very interesting and helpful glimpse 
into how another assembly functions. 
It also made me more grateful than 
ever to be serving our own denomina- 
tion. And yes, the PC(USA) General As- 
sembly also spends too much time fid- 
dling over where the comma should go 
in an amendment to an amendment. 
After all, we are Presbyterians! 


Rev. Stephen Kendall is Principal Clerk of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
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Food costs rising » 


CFGB needs additional funding. BY EMILY WIERENGA 


AN ADDITIONAL ONE-TIME $5 million 
to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank will 
provide temporary help to the agen- 
cy in light of increasing food prices 
around the world, says executive direc- 
tor Jim Cornelius. “Our early estimates 
were that the rising cost of food would 
reduce our food aid programming by at 
least 25 per cent in the coming year— 
and probably much more.” The subsidy 
announced in April by Beverley Oda, 
Minister of International Cooperation, 
will “help us address the shortfall.” 
While donations in 2007 were at 
a record high of $8.4 million, CFGB 
hopes to see that raised to at least $10 
‘million in light of the growing need. 
CFGB receives $20 million from the 


Elders’ Institute 
St. Andrew’s Hall 


Bip.e Basics 


Online Course 2008 
Reading the Hebrew Bible 
With New Eyes 
Join this course to explore the ways 
ancient writers expressed their faith 
and the context in which they lived. 


Join other ruling elders online! 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
Toll Free: 1-866-794-8888 


Canadian International Development 
Agency. “With the increased demand 
that this food crisis is causing in devel- 
oping countries, however, we antici- 
pate even more requests to support the 
growing number of people who can’t 
afford to buy food,” says Cornelius. 

Over the past 10 years, the amount 
of cereals consumed globally has 
surpassed the amount produced by 
farmers—just enough to gradually re- 
duce global food stocks from about 
five months in 1998 to less than two 
months in 2006. 

Heather Plett, communications of- 
ficer for CFGB, recounts a recent trip 
to India and Bangladesh in response to 
Cyclone Sidr—a storm that devastated 
villages along the Bangladeshi coast, 
killing thousands of people and destroy- 
ing homes, livestock, and fishing boats. 
While providing rice to several villages 
in the Barguna area, Plett says, “I met 
with some of the people who had been 
impacted. One older man took me aside 
and said, ‘We appreciate the help we 
have received from you, but we need 
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more. Our people are still hungry.” 

Since then, CFGB has committed 
to a follow-up program which gives 
the villages access to food as they re- 
build their lives. 

“Unfortunately, in those four short 
months, the cost of rice has doubled,” 
says Plett. “Committing to this proj- 
ect means that we may have to turn 
other requests down unless we can 
mobilize resources from donors and 
the government.” 

In addition to giving more fund- 
ing, the federal government has said it 
will untie its food aid program, allow- 
ing CFGB more flexibility to procure 
food commodities from developing 
countries. This will allow food to get 
to hungry mouths faster and more ec- 
onomically and will ensure appropri- 
ate food is provided. = 


you are innovative and think outside the box 


you are bursting with desire to spread the good news 


you are jooking for a place to spread your wings 


you want to care for downtown workers 


you have a vision for community ministry for urban dwellers 


you have shared the gospel with people with no religious or 
spiritual background 


you have developed ground-breaking programs to attract youth 
and young families 


you have facilitated the revitalization of a congregation and want | 
to be part of an exciting downtown church 


looking for you! 


St Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Victoria, BC, in beautiful downtown Victoria is looking fora full- | 


time Assistant Minister for a three-year term. 


For application details go to http://standrews.pacificcoast.net 
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WORLD NEWS 


IN BRIEF 


Calling for peace 


ENI—The Roman Catholic Commission for 
Justice and Peace in Zimbabwe has called 
for a transitional authority to allow for a 
process of national healing, political recon- 
ciliation and economic rehabilitation. The 
ultimate goal is to have “a happy, united, 
just and prosperous Zimbabwe regardless 
of ethnicity, race, gender, religion and any 
other considerations.” 

South African President Thabo Mbeki 
spent three days at meetings in Harare 
in August with Robert Mugabe, who has 
been the country’s leader since 1980, the 
Movement for Democratic Change leader 
Morgan Tsvangirai, whose party was off- 
cially declared the winner of March's parlia- 
mentary elections and Arthur Mutambara, 
who heads a small breakaway faction of the 
MDC.The meetings were supposed to seal a 
deal to form a power-sharing government. 

Mugabe claims to have won another 
five-year term in a presidential election in 
June, in which he was the sole candidate and 
is unwilling to cede his power. The election 
was internationally declared to be flawed. 


Racing against the clock 

ENI—Faith-based organizations can play 
an important role in the response to HIV 
and AIDS if they abide by the best public 
health practices, says Dr. Julio Montaner, 
the new president of the International AIDS 
Society during the 17th International AIDS 
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Conference held in Mexico City in August. 

“We know what needs to be done to 
respond effectively to the HIV epidemic. 
What is lacking is political leadership,” 
said Montaner. On a one-to-ten scale, he 
sees the global response to the epidemic 
scoring “between three and four.” This is a 
global average. By regions, he says,“North 
America must be closer to seven, Latin 
America to five, and Africa to two.” 

Montaner is an Argentine physician 
who heads the British Columbia Centre for 
Excellence in HIV/AIDS, a programme at 
St Paul’s Hospital, which belongs to faith- 
based care provider Providence Health 
Care, in Vancouver. 

“We cannot say we are proud of the 
global response to AIDS. We are ashamed 
of the lack of implementation,” Montaner 
says. For every person who begins to 
receive treatment, there are between two 
and three who become infected with the 
virus.“We are in a race against the clock.” 

ThelInternational AIDS Society describes 
itself as “the world’s leading independent 
association of HIV/AIDS professionals,” 
with more than 10,000 members from 
185 countries. The society convenes the 
International AIDS Conference every two 
years. The next conference is scheduled 
for Vienna in 2010. 


Macho attitude challenging 


EN/I—Rev. Ina Ngefar-Bara Pa of the Timor 
Evangelical Christian Church says she had 
to grapple with a “macho” society and 
a conservative congregation when she 
wanted to establish a program to support 
women’s rights in her congregation in 
Indonesia’s West Timor province. 

“Reaching out to the men in our 
own congregation about gender and 
women’s rights was a tough challenge 
as they accused me of wrecking homes,” 
she said. “And it was difficult pioneering 
this program perceived by many of my 
congregation as pornographic,” she 
says, referring to the reaction to her sex 
education component for young people. 

Still, she persevered, and gradually 
convinced doubters about the urgency 
of her program that now runs a shelter for 
abused women, pregnant teenagers, and 
people living HIV/AIDS. 


Orthodox fraternity 


ENI—The patriarchs of the Russian and 
Georgian Orthodox churches have issued 
calls for peace as military conflict between 
Russia and Georgia over the pro-Russian 
separatist enclaves of South Ossetia 
and Abkhazia escalated into the first 
war between countries with Orthodox 
Christian majorities in modern history. 

“Today blood is being shed and people 
are perishing, and my heart deeply grieves 
over it. Orthodox Christians are among 
those who have raised their hands against 
each other. Orthodox peoples called by 
the Lord to live in fraternity and love are 
in conflict,” Russian Orthodox Patriarch 
Alexei II said in a statement on patriarchia. 
ru, his official Web site. 


Protestants unite 


ENI—Two global Protestant bodies, the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches and 
the Disciples Ecumenical Consultative 
Council, say they are looking to establish a 
closer relationship. 

“It is significant that several united 
churches around the world are already 
members of both bodies and have been a 
voice encouraging us to pursue closer rela- 
tionships in the future,” said Rev. Robert 
Welsh, the general secretary of DECC. 

The Geneva-based WARC said _ in 
statement that leaders of the two groups 
had agreed at a meeting in Nashville, 
Tennessee this summer to continue talking 
about “the development of a comprehen- 
sive partnership in pursuit of the visible 
unity of the Church‘ 

WARC has roots in the 16th-century 
Reformation led by John Calvin, John Knox 
and others,as wellasin earlier churchreform 
movements such as the Waldensians in the 
Piedmont valleys, and the followers of Jan 
Hus in the Czech lands. It brings together 
75 million Christians in 214 churches. 

The Disciples of Christ (which in some 
parts of the world is known as Churches of 
Christ), grew out of an early 19th century 
movement with origins in both the United 
Kingdom and the United States of America. 
The DECC is a council of 19 Disciples of 
Christ, Churches of Christ, United and Uniting 
churches established in 1979, and represents 
4.5 million Christians around the world. 
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When they said, Repent, Repent, Repent/ I wonder what they 
meant? The Future, Leonard Cohen 


iPod, was stolen from an idea by Rev. Ian Fraser, of St. 

Columba-By-The-Lake, Pointe Claire, Que. Amongst his 
other titles and accomplishments, Fraser is also convener of 
the Record’s board, making him my boss’s boss. But, that’s 
not why (exclusively) I’m coming clean—like Edgar Allan 
Poe's pathetic character, I can’t take the guilt. 

Of course, no guilt necessary. Not really. Its not like it’s 
a unique idea to find secular songs with a spiritual theme. 
And, it’s not like Fraser is the first person ever to come up 
with it. In Grade 12, I wrote an essay on Pink Floyd’s The 
Wall from a sorta-spiritual perspective, what with all that 
Roger Waters’ angst about the human condition, with a 
Hamlet-like whine about a missing daddy, waiting for some 
self-actualization to come through an existence in denial 
of Buddha’s Third Noble Truth, that the end of suffering 
comes with denying all desire and will-full ignorance. 

In Grade 11, I had written a similar essay on The Eagles’ 
Hotel California, the song not the album, which one could 
argue, though I didn’t at the time, is really really about 
Buddha’s Third Noble Truth, or Christ’s Beatitudes. And, 
then there’s my life-long Bob Dylan obsession, which is 
largely about spiritual pursuits ... sorta ... kinda. (I went 
to a Seventies High School, all loosey-goosey, really low on 
academics, high on self-actualization, creating generations 
of new-Canadians who felt really self-worthy but were left 
with little usable knowledge and fewer skills; so, no wonder 
I felt some connection to Waters’ character. “Teacher leave 
them kids alone!”) 

And, anyways, Lost Pilgrims’—Rev. Stephen Kendall, Rev. 
Hugh Donnelly, clerk of session Scott Cooper and Mr. David 
Linderman—eponymous debut last year could be consid- 
ered a spiritual-iPod collection of songs (except, maybe, for 
Dylan’s You Ain’t Goin’ Nowhere, which is about something, 


[= to come clean: my June column, The Spiritual 


It’s not easy coming clean. pe FAIZ 
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perhaps even profound, I just don’t know what). 

Lastly, in my list of lame excuses to rescind my apology 
to Ian for stealing his idea, is, that, you know, Ian, I mean my 
boss’s boss Rev. Mr. Fraser, is a grown-up and hardly needs 
my groveling, though I’m sure he’s not averse to it. And, yet, 
despite all of these very good reasons, I feel guilty. 

Another good reason: one could make the compel- 
ling argument that copywriting of intellectual property 
is an early sign of the apocalypse, because it corporatizes 
communality. There is a long and honourable tradition 
in folk and blues and also in literature, of borrowing, 
tweaking, stealing, manipulating the work of others. That’s 
why there are several dozen hymns with the same tune; or 


It is a sad, sad situation that sorry seems to 
be the hardest word, or as Sir Elton put it, 
‘it’s getting more and more absurd’ 


several tunes for the same hymn, for example. It is a human 
communal experience; sharing of ideas, passing them on, 
building them. Ian sent an email to friends and me asking 
for songs with spiritual themes, and me, despite my early 
education, being no fool, recognized a good idea and shared 
it. So, really, what I did was extend the invite to the whole 
church, not just a select few. 

So, really, I don’t need to apologize; what I deserve is a 
thanks. 

And, yet, that tell-tale heart. 

I’m not one to quote Elton John (except for: “Mars ain’t 
no place to raise your kids...”) but it is a sad, sad situation 
that sorry seems to be the hardest word. Which is really 
too bad, or as Sir Elton put it, “it’s getting more and more 
absurd,” because I was hoping to get several dozen apologies 
cleared in this month’s column. I guess I started with the 
wrong one that has way too many rationalizations; I should 
have started with something else. A wrong I couldn’t ratio- 
nalize—I just couldn’t find it. = 
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY KAGAN MCLEOD 


LEARN, DO, GO 


A SHORT MISSION CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE. sy REUBEN ST. Lous 


MY HEART started to beat a little faster as 
I sat in the meeting listening to the presenter. 
I could feel beads of sweat forming on my 
brow and flashes of me updating my resume 
and cleaning out my desk at national offices 
crossed my mind. The topic of discussion: Why 
short team mission trips don’t matter. Being 
the Youth in Mission Co-ordinator for the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada and a person 
whose livelihood is based around sending 
short-term mission teams, you can forgive 
my nervousness and desire to yell “heresy” at 
the presenter. Even though I had always had 
nagging suspicions in the back of my mind 
whether what I was doing was really having a 
lasting impact, I could always point to a few 
success stories to ease my conscience. 

Now before I get too far let me assure you 
that I do believe in sending short term mission 
teams; and, in the end, so did the presenter. 
But the problem that remains for us to solve 
is how can this way of doing mission leave 
a lasting impact on the participants and the 
communities they visit? 

I guess some people do go to the moun- 
tain-top, have a strong experience, then go 
back down the mountain and forget what the 
view was like at the top. This can be certainly 
true of a mission experience. While on the 
mountain we start to take a new shape only to 
find that we do not fit our old lives and very 
often settle back into our day to day routines, 
the experience, only a memory. 

On the other side, what about the commu- 


nities who hosted these wonderful people? 
Are they left only with a painted building and 
the promise of an email that may never come? 
The real question is how do we keep the fire 
that was lit going? 

I prescribe three things, which are by 
no means revolutionary, to tend the fires of 
mission: Learn, Do, Go! 

First, learning about another culture, its 
history, struggles and celebrations, gives us a 
basis to understand and the kindling to allow 
God to open our hearts. Second, working or 
“doing” together in a genuine partnership can 
be the spark that ignites the fires of compas- 
sion. That initial burst of flame grows higher as 
we share in a common ministry together. Last, 
and most important, we must go further. Any 
fire will die if it is not given something more 
substantial to feed on. As we return home we 
must respond to what we have seen and what 
God is calling us to. We need to be challenged 
to put our faith into action. I don’t see a short- 
term mission experience as an end in itself but 
as a beginning of a rip-roaring inferno. 

The following articles are written by youth 
and young adults and share how they put Learn, 
Do and Go into practice. I hope they will inspire 
us to take to heart the saying “as a flame exists 
by burning so the Church exists by mission.” * 


If you are curious about participating in a 
youth mission, or participating in next year’s 
Canada Youth 2009, Reuben is the one to contact: 
rstlouis@presbyterian.ca; 1-800-619-7301. 
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MISSION IS AS SIMPLE AS REACHING OUT TO THOSE AROUND YOU. sy Laura BLAIKIE 
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| REMEMBER watching my sister pack for 
camp: bathing suit, sleeping bag and flashlight 
all disappearing inside her suitcase. I was too 
shy to attend camp and was not fond of the 
dark or anything creepy crawly, but I always 
regretted not going. So imagine my surprise 
when at 25 I found myself packing my own 
suitcase for camp! While my artistic abili- 
ties are limited to googly eyes and glitter and 
my nature abilities include a keen knack for 
getting lost, the new Missions Animator posi- 
tion at Camp Geddie was an exciting prospect 
because a Youth in Mission trip to Nicaragua 
in 1999 had begun a lifelong passion for travel 
and volunteering. 

The vision for having missions as a regular 
program was made possible by the generosity 
and persistence of many people. The mission 
study was based on the Atlantic Mission Soci- 
ety’s Enough Water for All project and the 
country Guyana. Our first task was to define 
what mission meant. The children eagerly 
volunteered several thoughts; the most popular 
being a) super-spy missions b) helping people 
in other countries. It was decided that mission 
for the summer was, “when someone sends 
you to do something and you do it.” Mission 
work can often appear as something foreign or 
far away, something we may be able to support 
but not do ourselves—in reality mission work 
is something each of us can do in our everyday 
lives. Therefore, our summer focus for mission 
encompassed several different aspects. 

In Enough Water for All we explored the 
importance of clean water, accessibility to it 
and important water facts. We learned that we 
can help people without water; and, the loose 


change children took to camp raised $900. We 
also learned about water conservation here in 
North America and ways that we can save it 
in our daily lives, i.e., catching rainwater and 
using it to water our gardens. We also looked 
at local missions, such as donating food to the 
food bank, or helping out our neighbor. Most 
importantly however, mission also meant 
looking inward, for each child that came to 
camp that summer had gifts and talents. Often 
we look at ourselves and think we do not have 
much to offer, but that is not true. Mission 
work can be as simple as reaching out to those 
around us, lending a hand, or holding a door: 
God is in all these moments. 

With our hearts focused on Him we have 
many things to offer indeed. For me person- 
ally, looking at the chaos and uncertainty 
that surrounds us daily in the world can be 
disheartening, but the children showed me 
time and again how God works in the world 
through the hearts and lives of those around 
us. We also had a guest stay with us from 
Guyana. Dylan taught us about his country, 
his culture and a very important sport, cricket! 
He encouraged and supported us all. While 
camp had a sharp learning curve (the most 
important being that any water themed game 
is more fun when it is dumped on your head!), 
the enthusiasm and insight shown through 
the children has forever left a mark on my 
own heart and are constant reminders that we 
all have special gifts and talents we can offer 
in service to God and others! * 


Laura Blaikie worked at Camp Geddie, N.S., 
in 2007. 
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THERE HAVE BEEN ceilidh’s and 
sub lunches, pampered chef fundraisers 
and congregational games nights at 
three churches in the Presbytery of 
London this year—all events to raise 
money for an exciting mission trip 
adventure for youth within our pres- 
bytery. At the end of July, 20 young 
people and eight adult leaders from 
four churches will be travelling to 
beautiful North Sydney, N.S., to lead a 
Vacation Bible School program. In the 
afternoons, we hope to serve the North 
Sydney community in other ways, by 
engaging in meaningful community 
mission projects. In the evenings, we 
plan on “singing for our supper” at local 
Presbyterian churches—a wonderful 
way to build bridges with our east coast 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The dream of a presbytery youth 
mission trip found its beginnings in 
Canada Youth 2006. The youth of our 
presbytery came home energized from 
the amazing experience of being in 
Christian community. The leaders who 
had attended CY06 realized that our 
young people’s faith and commitment 
to Christ grew by connecting with the 
wider church. All who attended built 
relationships with youth and adults 
from other churches within the presby- 


YOUTH 
ENERGIZED 
BY CY06 TAKE 
THEIR GIFTS 
ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY. 

BY MAVIS CURRIE 


tery. We knew we needed to do more 
youth ministry together. We knew that 
our youth ministry would be stronger 
and more meaningful if we shared our 
talents and resources. 

The presbytery’s Youth Ministry 
Team began to dream about a Pres- 
bytery Youth Mission Trip. Some of 
our youth had expressed interest in a 
Katrina mission trip. Upon investiga- 
tion however, we realized that new regu- 
lations meant that young people under 
18 years of age would not be permitted 
to participate. In addition, the youth 
interested in the trip were talented and 
competent individuals, but not skilled 
labourers. In an effort to challenge our 
youth to use the gifts that God has given 
them right now, we began to explore 
the possibility of a Vacation Bible 
School mission trip. With the help of 
Reuben St. Louis, the Youth in Mission 
co-ordinator and Audrey Cameron, 
Executive Director at Camp Geddie, we 
were partnered with North Sydney Pres- 
byterian. In the past, Camp Geddie staff 
had led a VBS program at North Sydney, 
but this program was no longer being 
offered. Many of the young people 
from London interested in the mission 
trip have never been outside of Ontario. 
The opportunity for them to share their 


gifts in a different part of the country 
seemed like a perfect marriage. It is the 
hope and prayer of the Youth Ministry 
Team that this VBS mission trip will 
broaden the participants’ understanding 
of the wider church, will be a vehicle for 
building strong Christian friendships 
within our presbytery and will enable 
mentoring in the faith. 

Upon our return from Cape Breton, 
we hope to share our experiences with 
congregations within the presbytery by 
leading worship and offering evening 
programs. We hope to build on the 
excitement of this trip and explore ways 
that we can work together in youth and 
children’s ministry and mission more 
close to home. 

Right now, however, we are plan- 
ning crafts, learning songs, making 
travel arrangements and counting our 
pennies. We are working together. We 
are praying together. We are engaged 
in ministry together, youth and adults, 
rural and urban, Ontarians and Nova 
Scotians. We are trying to be the church 
at its best for the glory of God. * 


Rev. Mavis Currie is minister at Westmount, 
London, Ont. This article was written before 
the mission trip—go to presbyterianrecord. 
ca for a report from North Sydney. 
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NURSING 
NDIA 


LEARNING NEW SKILLS IN THE TRADITIONAL 


BHIL FIELDS. py MicHELLE VERWEY 


INDIA. Those who have been there 
understand—they know the arduous 
task of conveying the tangible expe- 
riences of India. The overwhelming 
number of people, the colours, the 
sounds (the constant car horn honking, 
animal noises and religious services 
broadcast on loud-speakers in the 
larger cities), the smells, and especially 
the warmth of the people, stretched 
my senses to places non-existent in 
North America. 

Itravelled this year tothe Bhil Mission 
Field, in the state of Madhya Pradesh for 
a nursing internship. The Presbyterian 
Church has been involved in mission in 
the area since 1898. When I read Jungle 
Tales by the first PCC missionary in the 
area, Dr. Buchanan, I was surprised to be 
experiencing some of the phenomena 
he wrote about in the early 1900s. The 
Bhil Field is an area traditionally occu- 
pied by aboriginals. I was living with 
retired missionary Pauline Brown in 
Jobat. Fifty-seven years earlier, Pauline 
told me, she was a young nurse setting 
off for India. The WMS eagerly selected 
her to begin a much needed commu- 
nity health network in one of the least 
developed states in India. Pauline’s 
determination and hard work has won 
her many awards including the Order of 
Canada. Just imagine being in my posi- 
tion: on the crest of embarking on my 
professional life and being so heartily 
welcomed into such a role model’s home 
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for seven weeks. Praise the 
Lord for his plan, because I 
certainly had nothing to do 
with this. 

I began nursing in the 
operating theatre in the Jobat Chris- 
tian Hospital. Learning to prepare 
surgical sets and autoclaving instru- 
ments is a skill I did not learn at home, 
nor was making cotton balls. (I felt 
extreme guilt when I thought of my 
experiences in the operating rooms 
in Victoria: the waste created from all 
the disposable items, not to mention 
the one-time-use-only equipment.) 
I likely saw more births in a week in 
Jobat than I would see in Victoria in 
a month. (Maternity nursing skills are 
hard to perfect in a city with a repu- 
tation for being a retirement destina- 
tion.) Attitudes on this ward (child- 
birth as a natural experience) were 
refreshing compared to the “clinical- 
ization” of childbirth at home. 

I had the opportunity to learn about 
the structure of nursing in India though 
participation with the Auxiliary Nurse 
Midwife Students in Jobat and the Post- 
Basic BSc Nursing Students from Indore. 
Nurses working in mission hospital are 
paid up to 35 times less than those in 
private hospitals—yet they do it. I have 
great respect for all the families that 
sacrifice so much to do God’s work. 

Community health nursing provedto 
be very rewarding for me. With support 


from PWS&D the Vindhya-Satpura 
community health programs offer 100 
villages, maternal and child health 


programs, school health programs, 
minimal curative measures, encourage 
creation of village health committees, 
educate and organize Community Health 
Volunteers, run women empowerment 
projects, self help groups, income gener- 
ating projects, agricultural improvement 
programs and many morte. | participated 
in village visits to construction projects 
with migrant labourers to conduct HIV 
and AIDS screening, education and a 
general clinic. 

I want to encourage other youth 
and young adult to get involved in 
Youth in Mission and other opportu- 
nities within the church. Where have 
you ever considered going? I encourage 
congregations to invite youth and 
young adults to participate because 
often an invitation speeds the discern- 
ment process. * 


Michelle Verwey’s mission experience 
started at camp, progressed through several 
YIM trips. Her India mission was also one 
part professional development—through 
UVic’s School of Nursing. She is a member 
of St. Andrew’s, Victoria. 
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COMMITMENT 
AND JOY 


YOUTH OF ALBERTA SEEK THEIR MISSION. py DIANNE OLLERENSHAW 


\ IN THE FIRST chapter of Jeremiah, 


the prophet declares: “Do not say, ‘I 
am only a youth;’ for you shall go to 
all to whom I send you, and you shall 
speak whatever I command you. Do 
not be afraid of them, for I am with 
you to deliver you, says the Lord.” 
Jer. 1:7-8 

What’s Your Mission has been 
the general theme for young adult 
events in the Synod of Alberta and 
the Northwest for the past three years. 
It’s part of a vision to bring young 
adults together in a network that 
builds community and invites them 
to explore their identity, calling and 
faith. In November 2006 we held our 
first retreat with workshops on the 
topics of Water: Life Before Profit, 
Restorative Justice and Partnerships 
with Aboriginal Communities. 

In 2007 individuals from Edmonton 
agreed to take the lead in planning. 
We created the theme Hands-On- 
Mission—What Can You Do To Make 
A Difference? Our goal for the weekend 
was to build community among young 
adults, nurture their faith formation, 
develop a mission consciousness and 
encourage them to be active witnesses 
in the world. We spent time reflecting 
theologically, and engaged in small 
group discussion on issues of Healing 
and Reconciliation with Aboriginal 
peoples, Edmonton Urban Native 
Ministry and Amnesty International. 

In 2008 we hope young adults 


will facilitate another gathering with 
a focus on HIV and AIDS as well as 
poverty. At the 16th International 
AIDS Conference, the Toronto Youth- 
Force challenged participants to get 
youth involved in the next IAC in 
Mexico. Covenants were posted in 
the Global Village by world leaders 
such as Stephen Lewis (Former UN 


THE WHOLE BODY OF 


CHRIST BENEFITS FROM THIS 
INTERACTION AS WE SEE THE 
STRENGTH AND COMPASSION 


OF YOUNG PEOPLE GROW 


Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa), 
Mary Robinson (Former UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights), 
Mark Wainberg (Co-Chair of the XVI 
International AIDS Conference) and 
many others. Dr. Peter Piot, Executive 
Director and Under-Secretary General 
of UNAIDS promised: “I commit to 
ensuring that the UN system will get its 
act together and respond cohesively to 
safeguard the rights of young people. 
I will promote inclusion of young 
people at the decision-making table 
in issues that affect their lives. I will 
also start a youth internship program 
at UNAIDS.” 

The Synod of Alberta and the North- 
west accepted the Toronto YouthForce 
challenge and has been able to help 


with registration costs for four young 
adults. Our original vision has grown 
and more funding was made possible 
through the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada to increase the number of 
participants from across the county. 
These young adults come from various 
academic backgrounds and will attend 
the Ecumenical Pre-Conference enti- 
tled, Faith in Action Now! and 
then the 17th International 
AIDS Conference. 

Another recent initiative 
called the Synod Youth Forum 
was created last year. Invitations 
were sent to all four presbyteries 
to send two youth to attend the 
meeting. They met prior to the 
gathering of the court and reviewed 
some of the concerns of the church. 
Then they participated in the meeting, 
expressing their points of view. 

In the church we are called to 
connect young people to mission in 
order to discover their gifts and calling. 
The whole body of Christ benefits from 
this interaction as we see the strength 
and compassion of young people grow 
as they are active in leadership and 
service. Their enthusiasm and passion 
in turn touches our hearts and acts as a 
catalyst for us to respond with courage, 
commitment and joy. * 


Dianne Ollerenshaw is the director of 
regional ministries of the Synod of Alberta 
and the Northwest. 
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YOUTH 2008 * 


MISSION IS A PARTNERSHIP. py JEN CLARK 


THE MISSION to Gautier, Missis- 
sippi was the most amazing experi- 
ence. Those 10 days were the most 
challenging, yet rewarding of my life. 
I cannot even begin to describe the 
overwhelming emotion I felt when 
visiting the coast or talking with the 
homeowners of the house we were 
working in. For them everyday is a 
constant reminder of what they lost 
and the pain they endured. Sometimes 
living in a trailer in your backyard for 
two years can cause you to lose hope. 
The slogan for Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, a partner of the PCC, is Out 
of Chaos, Hope. Upon arrival in Missis- 
sippi Our group agreed that it was a 
good slogan. However, by the end of 
the week we began to realize how true 
it was. As we started preparing to put 
a final coat of paint on the walls the 
homeowner was overcome and started 
to cry. As I stood crying with her she 
told me how she didn’t think she 
deserved something so wonderful and 
how she never thought she’d see the 
day when the room would be finished. 
At that point I knew that she could see 
the light at the end of the tunnel and 
it made everything worthwhile. It had 
been a long journey, but she could see 
the progress and was so grateful for 
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our help in getting there. 
For me this mission was 
more than just building a 
home. In reality we were 
helping to rebuild their 
lives and give them hope in order to 
complete the journey. 

Not only were we helping them, but 
also they were helping us. Mission is a 
partnership. I learned so much from the 
homeowners about generosity, faith, 
strength and humanity in general. I 
feel so blessed to have met them and 
know they were so welcoming. We had 
a great connection with them, which 
made it more rewarding knowing who 
was benefiting from our work. It was 
like building a house for friends. I 
was very grateful for the singing and 
laughter we shared. 

The devastation is unreal. Pictures 
do not compare to the sights. I can’t 
even begin to think about what people 
lost and the pain they are going 
through. There was rebuilding but I 
never expected that so many homes 
would be seemingly untouched after 
two years. Because so much time has 
passed we tend to forget about disas- 
ters like this, but these people live 
through it every hour. It’s difficult to 
fathom that wind and rain can cause 


so much destruction. It really put life 
into perspective and taught me not 
to take things for granted. Everything 
these people had worked for was swept 
away in a matter of minutes and there 
was nothing they could do about it. 

We met so many wonderful people, 
and every single one of them was 
thankful for our arrival. I did not expect 
such a gracious reception. Although 
there had been so much devastation 
some people had been very resilient. 
Witnessing their strength, determina- 
tion, and hope was truly inspiring. 

I feel so blessed to have made new 
friendships, learned so many new 
things, and created great memories 
that I will carry with me forever. It 
was a life-changing experience. All 
the blood, sweat, and tears that went 
into this mission were worth it and I 
will never forget this opportunity as 
long as I live. * 


Jen Clark is a member of Oxford, Ont., 
but lives in Halifax. She was a YAR @ GA 
this year. 
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WILLING 
10 BE 


BY DOING MISSION, YOU SHOW LOVE, 


GAIN TRUST. py HEATHER Woops 


JESUS’ INSTRUCTIONS: There- 
fore, go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Mission: the act or an instance 
of sending; a body of persons sent 
to perform a service or carry on an 
activity. 

I attend Knox, Waterloo, Ont., and 
in 2005S, our youth group decided that 
that’s precisely what we wanted to 
do. Up until then we had done lots of 
fundraisers every year to send money 
towards other missions that other 
people were doing. In 2005, we decided 
that we no longer wanted to just send 
money, we wanted to do. So, as a 
group we began looking for connec- 
tions that the church had or could 
make that could take us somewhere 
we could help. We learned about the 
Winnipeg Inner City Missions which 
runs programs out of two community 
centres in Winnipeg, Flora House and 
Anishinabe. So, the fundraising began. 

We raised funds not only to get to 
Winnipeg, but also to buy dirt, sod 
and equipment for a park we were 
going to build, as well as for supplies 
for the kids we would be working with. 
In July 2005 a group of approximately 
18 teens and six adult leaders got on a 
plane for our first real life mission expe- 
rience. Once we arrived in Winnipeg, 


we set out right away 
working and helping. 
We painted rooms, 
shelves and = shut- 
ters; we helped on a 
Habitat for Humanity 
build; we ran_ kids’ 
programs taking them 
swimming, playing games and running 
Sunday school classes; we organized and 
ran a picnic/carnival for Anishinabe; 
and we cleaned out, sold (via a giant 
yard sale) and reorganized Anishinabe’s 
storage room. We did lots! 

Personally, I expected to feel the 
most helpful when I did things for 
the people in Winnipeg; and at first, I 
was not wrong. But, soon I discovered 
that it wasn’t the actual things we did 
that were making a difference, it was 
the love and willingness to help that 
made the impact. I went to Winnipeg 
expecting to teach and help; I came 
back having been taught and helped. 
While I was there, I learned that a lot 
of aboriginal people who live in inner- 
city Winnipeg (young, middle-aged 
and old alike) have been very hurt by 
the Presbyterian Church and “white 
people.” They no longer have trust or 
love for “those white Presbyterians” 
(as we soon found we were labelled). 
But, as we worked, loved and listened 
to their stories, we quickly developed 


our own respect for them and through 
that an amazing thing happened. The 
youth, then the adults, and eventu- 
ally even the elderly began to talk to 
us. They began to approach us; they 
began to trust us. It was told to me 
after our trip that if any of the teen- 
agers whom we worked with while 
we were in Winnipeg ever ran into 
a white kid in their neighbourhood, 
they probably would never have even 
given them the time of day, let alone 
spend a week working with them. 
I expected that all the manual labour 
I did would be what made a differ- 
ence, but it was, instead, the walls 
we broke down, the friendships we 
made, and the trust we built. I learned 
that it’s not what you do that makes 
a difference in peoples’ lives, but the 
fact that you are there willing to do it 
and the love that you show by caring 
enough to help. * 


Heather Woods is a member of Knox, 
Waterloo, Ont. 
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DISTANCE EDUCATION 


The CERTIFICATE IN SPIRITUALITY 
promotes personal spiritual 
development; each 10-week course is 
offered on an individual basis and as a 
module in the Certificate in Spirituality. 


Fall term courses: 
Spirituality in the Christian Tradition 
Spirituality of Family and Relationships 


Winter term courses: 

Exploring Prayer and Spirituality 

The Life and Writings of Henri Nouwen 
Spirituality and Healing 


The DIPLOMA IN ASSISTED LIVING, 
HUMAN CARE AND COMMUNITY is a 
professional and personal development 
program for individuals working or 
living with a person(s) who has a 
developmental disability. Emphasis is 
on building community, fostering 
spirituality and celebrating individual 
giftedness. 


For details or to request an information 
package, visit our website or contact: 


StFX Continuing & Distance Education 
PO Box 5000, Antigonish, NS, B2G 2W5 


902-867-3319 or 
Toll free: 1-877-867-5561 
spiritualitycertificate@stfx.ca 
assistedliving @sttx.ca 
www.stfx.ca/academic/continuinged/ 
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THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO GET 
INVOLVED IN MISSION LOCALLY 
AND ABROAD. HEAR ARE SOME 
QUICK SUGGESTIONS. 


e Find out what your local congregation is doing 
to minister to the community's need (food banks, 
Out of the Cold, drop-in centres). 


e Find out what your church is doing on 
a national or international level (mission trip, 
fundraising, collecting needed supplies). 


e Support PWS&D and Presbyterians Sharing; 
presbyterian.ca. 


e Attend the Canada Youth 2009 conference 
Mission Branch (www.canadayouth.ca) 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
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PWS&D is the development and relief agency of The Presbyterian Church in Canada 


Farming forthe | 
Family in Malawi 


For resource-poor farmers in Northern 
Malawi, growing enough food to 
support a family is an ongoing 
challenge. Presbyterian World Service 
& Development is working with the 
Soils, Foods and Healthy 
Communities project to improve the 
health, food security and soil fertility 
of approximately 2,000 households in 
the region. 

Mercy joined the project in 2000 
because her four children were 
extremely malnourished. She heard 
that incorporating different legumes 
into her children’s diets would 
significantly improve their health so 
she decided to join the program. 
Shortly after, her husband passed 
away. As a single, 35-year-old mother, 
she was very worried about being able 
to afford agricultural supplies like 
fertilizer to keep her crops healthy and 
provide enough food for her children. 

The Soils, Foods and Healthy 
Communities project helped Mercy 


www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd 
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learn organic 


to reduce her need ; 
for fertilizers. Along’. 
with teaching abou 
proper nutrition, 
the new methods, 
where farmers 
receive guidance 
on how to test ¥ 


farming practices — Mercy and her two daughters proudly displa y their healthy crops 


on their own, have 
dramatically improved the soil on her 
fields and she now grows enough food 
to last her family throughout the year. 
Her children enjoy the legumes and 
look forward to eating soy and peanut 
porridge in the mornings. Mercy says 
that her children are stronger now and 
that she no longer worries about their 
nutrition. 

Mercy’s fields are thriving and she 
has been able to multiply the amount 
of seed she has, enabling her to share 


with friends and families who are not 


as well off. She has produced a 
surplus of soy and peanuts, which she 
sells at the market to help pay for 
basic household necessities such as 
soap, Salt, cooking oil, and to pay for 
her children’s school fees. 

Mercy and her children are 
hopeful for the future and they look 
forward to learning more about 
sustainable agriculture with other 
farmers in the community. 
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Conference Evaluates © 
Lessons Learned 


Triggered by a massive earthquake in Southern India 


the Indian Ocean on December 26, was led by 

2004, the resulting tsunamis inundated PWS&D, and 

communities with waves over 30 made us the 

metres high causing massive fourth largest 

destruction and killing more than contributor to the 

225,000 people. Considered one of ACT appeal. 

the deadliest natural disasters in While the aoa 

history, the humanitarian response immediate crisis Fishing boats in the bay 

from people around the world was has ended, work has been ongoing to__ were able to see successful 

unprecedented. restore livelinoods, rebuild homes and enterprises including a small business 
From those first moments of shock help victims overcome from trauma. selling fried bananas and a motorcycle 

and chaos, the journey to recovery for In July, 2008, participants from washing business. In each case, the 

the hundreds of thousands of people India, Denmark, Finland, Norway, The joy of the people at having overcome 

affected by the catastrophic events Netherlands, Sweden, UK, USA and from the disaster to start up successful 

has been a long and difficult one. Canada came to Banda Aceh, new operations was inspiring. 

PWS&D issued an appeal to Indonesia, to participate in a In many areas, Momuments were 

congregations and immediately conference to evaluate lessons erected as a reminder of the 

advanced funds to local partners and __ learned from the December 2004 devastation and the enormous loss of 

through the Action by Churches tsunami. life caused by the tsunami. 

Together (ACT) International network. Guy Smagghe, PWS&D Program The tsunami conference helped 
Nearly $100 million were spent by Coordinator for Asia, attended the bring together groups from around the 

the ACT alliance to restore homes and Tsunami Conference, representing four world to share experiences and talk 

livelihoods for some of the most church houses in Canada. about both successes and challenges, 

affected people in Indonesia, Sri While most aid agencies left the in the hopes that if another emergency 

Lanka, India, and Thailand, where tsunami affected areas after the initial of this magnitute occurs again, 

communities were hardest hit. emergency response, PWS&D andits international church agencies will be 

Donations to PWS&D were matched partners remained in the region, even better prepared to meet the 

by the Canadian government and working to help people rebuild lives, needs of victims and provide the most 

together with three other learn new vocational skills, and open __ timely and effective response. 

denominations (United, Mennonite and small businesses in the aftermath. ‘Additional information about eye se 

Anglican) a $6 million project in During the conference, participants tsunami response will be printed in 


upcoming editions. 


Washed in the by the tsunami, a boat now permanently 
rests atop this home in Banda Aceh A new home following reconstruction in Banda Aceh 
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“Where Does PWS&D Work? 


_ PWS8&D has over 60 long-term development programs in 14 countries around the world. 
Our emergency relief efforts take place where the need is greatest. 

In 2007, we worked in 23 countries to bring desperately needed aid and essential 
supplies after hurricanes, floods, conflict and food crises. PWS&D ensures timely and 
reliable response by working in partnership with other churches and organizations 
through the Action by Churches Together (ACT) network and Canadian Foodgrains Bank. 


How Was Your Money Spent? 


PWS&D works hard to make sure your money 
is used as effectively and efficiently as possible. 
In 2007, 69% of all funds supported ongoing 
development projects, and 23% went to 
emergency relief in countries such as Pakistan, 
Colombia, Kenya and Zimbabwe. 


BS, 3 
Action by Churches Together 


mergency Reiie 
and Rehabilitation 


To learn more about the work of PWS&D, 
request a copy of our Annual Report by 
calling 1-800-619-7301 ext. 291. 


Communications - 
& Development Education 


ene 


~ Reaching Out in China and Myanmar 


Canadian congregations responded temporary shelter. 


overwhelmingly to PWS&D’s appeals Congregations in Canada rallied = : oe 
to help survivors of the May 12 behind PWS&D’s relief efforts and 
earthquake in the province of brought in an incredible $123,252 for 
Sichuan, China, and the May 2 aid in Myanmar, and $181,687 for 
cyclone in Myanmar (Burma). PWS&D_ China. As well, all donations made 
responded through the Action by between May 12 - June 23 for relief 
Churches Together network to bring efforts in China have been matched 
victims desperately needed food and __ by the Canadian International 
supplies, including rice, clean Development Agency. 


water, Vancouver Chinese 
plastic tarps Presbyterian Church in British 


and Columbia went above and beyond, 

death en donating over $50,000 from generous 
lowing the cyclon F 
Serve ee yeran members of their 
} is “ ; . 
stone through in Aca congregation to relief efforts 
“N@S Together wis The emer a “ o 5 
ane pete reesee ongoing fofometutOn in China. The preschool class 

Materials i . 
tie 0 suppor local ence OF Sic — ; alone rasied over $24,000 
tution, pith” eecented § fen ae 3 J tli ki | oe ad Bea 
People attecten pie Me ‘a tiene eee | selling cookies! 
help ensure roy oo 1 Vancouver Chinese Presbyterian Church 


children’s group 


Earlier this year, West Shore Presbyterian Church held a 
fundraising campaign for a water project in Africa. One of the 

. . church members found an old hand 
pump from a well and turned it into a 
: piggy bank. The children came forward 
every Sunday and dropped coins into 
the pump to raise money for a shallow 
well in Africa. When the children raised 
~ $479, the coins were collected and a 
» cheque was sent to PWS&D. 
According to. Rev. Harold 
McNabb, “The coins made quiet a racket as they were dropped into 
the old pump and heaven and earth, at least this part of it, know West 
Shore's children are at it again!” 
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Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: 


= 
aT 


= 
ne) 


— 


Name: 


Address: 


c ae pa ie eed te oN Email: 
| would like to receive PWSDevelopments regularly (free) 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D or 
make an online donation at www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd 


PWS&D gratefully acknowledges all individuals and 
GM ieee congregations who support the development and relief work 
Editor: Bart of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 


MISSION 
PART 3 


(sood News 


Evangelism is about faithfulness to God and bearing 
witness with our lives and words. BY CHARLES FENSHAM 


ow far back in the Bible do we 

need to go to find the idea of 

evangelism? Perhaps the first 
moment of evangelism in the Bible can 
be found in Genesis 3:9. There we find 
God calling out to the human, “Where 
are you?” God's search for us, like for the 
hiding humans in this story, does not 
always seem like good news! Yet, there 
is no better news than God the Creator 
seeking us out despite our destructive 
tendencies. Over the last two months 
we looked at some of the new insights 
that developed on the theme of mission 
in the 20th-century, particularly the idea 
that mission is in the first place God’s 
activity, or The Mission of God—Missio 
Dei. Last month we looked at defini- 
tions of mission and learned how our 
mission joins God’s mission of peace and 
justice as the church crosses frontiers in 
humility and service and looks for the 
new things God is doing. Mission is the 
church joining the reign of God that is 
coming to us in Jesus Christ. In joining 
God's reign, working in faith for peace 


and justice, we establish signs of this 
good news for all to see. Thus, mission 
and evangelism are inseparable. 
Evangelism simply means good 
news. If mission is about God's gracious 
reaching out to us, then evangelism 
is about sharing this good story with 
others. One of the saddest things in our 
present North American situation is that 
the word evangelism became associated 
with cheap talk, television hype or simple 
formulas that people are asked to pray. 
These contemporary religious expressions 
associated with evangelism have almost 
no bearing on its real meaning. A helpful 
way to understand the breach between 
contemporary popular ideas of evange- 
lism and its real form is to look at what an 
unknown author in the second century 
wrote to Diognetus about Christians: 
They dwell in their own coun- 
tries, but simply as sojourners. 
They are in the flesh, but do not 
live after the flesh. They pass 
their days on earth, but are citi- 
zens of heaven. 


If we live that way today, evange- 
lism will be a natural byproduct of our 
congregations. The disciples are prom- 
ised the power of the Holy Spirit to bear 
witness in Acts 1:8. In Matthew 28:16-20 
the disciples are sent to make disciples 
and teach because all power in heaven 
and earth is given to Jesus Christ. In 
Mark 16 the disciples are told to tell the 
Good News to every creature (not just 
people!), and in John 20 the disciples 
are sent in the way God sent Jesus. In 
all these cases there is a close associa- 
tion between how the disciples act and 
live, and the verbal account they give 
of it. Evangelism is about this whole 
package, not just words, and specifi- 
cally not words disembodied from a 
church community and extraordinary 
lives. Evangelism is about faithfulness 
to God and bearing witness with our 
lives and words. It is a habit of the life 
of those who are part of the church, not 
a technique to make converts, or get 
some new members for the church. 

The word for witness in the New >» 
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Thinking about Ministry 


Meisill 


and Leadership? 


If you are thinking about ministry and leadership as a 
possibility for your life and wondering about where to 
study, we invite you to... 


Think: Montreal - one of Canada’s most vibrant cities - 
an urban postmodern setting with a rich blend of languages, cultures, 
creeds, and aspirations. 


Think: Integrated Program = rigorous academic 
theology combined with deep spiritual formation, relevant practical 
training, and exposure to the global church. 


Think: Top-Notch Faculty ™ combining the resources 
of the McGill Faculty of Religious Studies, The Montreal School of Theology, 
and the Presbyterian College Faculty under the leadership of the Rev. 
Dr.John Vissers. 


Think: In Ministry Year = an in-depth intensive 
integrated field education experience to learn the reality of ministry. 


Think: Mission -a college committed to “Shaping 
Transformational Church Leaders” in the Reformed tradition. 


Think: Christian Community = offering small classes, 
intimate and friendly surroundings and support systems that include 
affordable fees and generous bursary assistance. 


Think: 
The Presbyterian College, Montreal 


then contact us: 

The Presbyterian College 
3495 University St., Montreal, 
QC H3A 2A8 
tel: 514-288-5256 
info@presbyteriancollege.ca 
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Testament is martyria, a word from which 
our word martyr originates. The associa- 
tion between witness and martyr is not 
accidental. Tertullian, an early Christian 
leader, said the blood of the martyrs is 
the seed of the church. Where we join 
God’s mission for world repair, God’s 
reign already present, there we bear 
witness and the Good News is spread— 
something that often leads to suffering 
among those who do so. 

This process is fundamentally asso- 
ciated with hope not optimism. Such 
inexplicable hope is the spirit of mission 
and the substance of evangelism. Such 
hope finds is strength in the Spirit of 
God. The Spirit of God who continues to 
call all humankind in the agony of the 
loving Creator, “Where are you?” @ 


Rev. Dr. Charles Fensham is professor of 
systemic theology at Knox College, Toronto. 
This is the last article of a series. 


Drink from a 
Deeper Well... 


Consider a 
Doctor of Ministry from 
Canada’s Largest 
Theological Consortium 
by Distance Education 


Academic Excellence 
Ecumenical Environment 
Rooted in Ministry 
Online Collaborative Learning 
On-Campus Summer Intensives 


Application Deadline: 
November 14, 2008 
Toronto School of Theology 
416.978.4050 
dmin.director@utoronto.ca 


www.tst.edu 
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September 21, 2008: 
Exodus 16:2-15 
Matthew 20:1-16 


y father gave the CNR 34 

years. SO many men were 

hired in 1943, 20 years passed 
before he could count on steady work. 
We never wanted for anything. But we 
were by no means rich. I remember 
the day my father told me, with pride, 
what he had earned in the last full year 
he worked before retirement. 

A few years later I graduated to an 
income package worth twice as much 
as my father made in his 34th year of 
employment. Did I deserve it? I sure 
thought so. I look back now; just a little 
older than my father was when I was 
born. I wonder why I’ve been so lucky. 

Or, in Christian vocabulary, it’s a 


wonder I’m so graced. 

My parents sacrificed so my sisters 
and I could have the lives we wanted. 
They continued to give, long after we 
really needed their help. That was who 
they were. I know I’m no more graced 
than they were. But I’m not nearly as 
gracious. 

We are who we are by grace. If we 
can’t accept that, Jesus says we’re far 
from the kingdom of heaven. 

We ask this parable of the king- 
dom, from Matthew, tough questions. 
We complain of injustice. It doesn’t 
make sense. It doesn’t fit the way we 
know the world works. Or maybe it 
does, but it shouldn’t. 

If this farmer stands for God, as the 
one with power on the story some- 
times does, God is neither just nor fair. 
Robert Capon (The Parables of Judg- 


PROGRESSIVE 
LECTIONARY 


ment) has studied the parables of Jesus 
backward and forward. He says God is 
like the farmer in the parable in one 
respect: Crazy, but not stupid. 

God is a willing fool for love. When 
we accept that, we’re close to the king- 
dom. It’s also a sign of our maturity as 
Christians. 

Sometimes preachers tell us we’re 
the complainers in the parable. God is 
as good as God alone can be. We com- 
plain about God’s goodness, as human 
beings always do. 

Remember the Exodus reading as 
well. After all God has done for the Is- 
raelites, what do they do? 

They complain. They nearly drive 
poor Moses mad! God gives them 
food, just as much as they need. They 
don’t like it! But isn’t getting more— 
and more than our neighbours— » 
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FIRST 
PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
REGINA, SASK. 


is seeking a Minister to work with 
us as we fulfill our mission: 
Christ calls us to be faithful 
disciples, who strive to be 
joyful in our worship, 
tender in our life together, 
and daring in our outreach. 
Interim Moderators: 
Rev. Devon Pattemore & Rev. Ina Golaiy 


Please contact Dr. Jo Szostak, Search Chair, 
c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
2170 Albert St., Regina, SK. S4P 2T9 


306-522-9571 jszostak@accesscomm.ca 
Website: http://www. firstpresregina.ca 


Where does God want you to be? 


PROGRESSIVE 
LECTIONARY 


what life is all about? 

So the parable speaks judgment on 
our constant drive for more, our ob- 
session with measurement. 

We're always counting our bless- 
ings, and when we finish the count 
we find room for one more. 

Yes, there’s judgment in the par- 
able. But, where’s the grace? 

How about this? Sure, we can be 
as bothersome to God as the manna- 
eaters in the desert, or the day-labour- 
ers with their thin pay envelopes. 
But we’re most like the people who 
worked just one hour. 

We’re latecomers to the circle of 
disciples. Yet we’re embraced by the 
same love, gifted by the same Spirit, 
entrusted with the same mission as 
every Christian who has gone before 
us. We live by the same grace they 
lived by. All they did in response to 
that grace is foundation for us. We 


How will you get there? 


Find out with a campus visit. 


draw water from deep wells we didn’t 
lift a finger or break a sweat to dig. 

Today, we’re the last who are first 
in God’s realm. Those who lived be- 
fore us are well-satisfied with that 
scheme of things. It doesn’t work in 
our world. But it’s at the foundation 
of God’s reign. 

The last to enter the banquet 
are first at the table. The newcomer 
comes, the diners move to clear the 
seat of honour. 

Do we realize how lucky we are? 
How abundantly, amazingly graced 
we are? We are the last to come who 
are first at the feast. 

Tomorrow, in the next generation, 
others will be first, though they follow 
us. Today, now, we are the blessed, the 
happy, the favoured children of our 
crazy-gracious God. @ 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe lives in Halifax. 


CONTINUING EDUCATION 


at KNOX COLLEGE 


Charles H. MacDonald 
Memorial Lectureship 


th Celebrating 100 Years of The 
JOIN US - es , November 8 Order of Diaconal Ministries 
Guest Lecturers: 

The Rev. Dr. Lynda Reid & 


Meet faculty « learn about programmes 
The Rev. Karen Horst 


for ministry preparation, lay service and 


personal enrich Date: Wed., Sept. 24, 2008 


To register; Ruth M 


p: 416.978.4501 e: Time: 1:30-4:30 p.m. 


strar@utoronto.ca 


For AD programmes: Bet McCutcheon 
p: 416.978.2791 e: knox.academicdirector@utoronto.ca 


| KNOX COLLEGE 


Your doorway to ministry 


For more information contact: 
Susan Sheridan 


P: 416.946.8536 
E: knox.ewart@utoronto.ca 


www.utoronto.ca/knox 


59 St. George Street Toronto, ON ~ MSS 2E5 
Wwww.utoronto.ca/knox 
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‘ve always wanted to write some- 

thing that would last forever, so I 

signed a mortgage. We were told 
that building a house would not only 
sink our bank account, it would stifle 
Our marriage. But one of the reasons 
both are still intact is that Ramona 
has never been one to ask for the 
moon. In fact, as it turned out, I was 
usually the one saying, “Honey, let’s 
put a marble staircase here,” and she 
would say, “Phil, have you looked at 
our chequing account lately? We can’t 
even afford marbles.” 

One of the small victories she 
allowed me was the placing of a glass 
French door in the pantry. This, I 
reasoned, would not only look attrac- 
tive when the bank manager showed 
up to repossess the house, it would 
give us the jump on children who like 
to hide in the pantry and scare us to 
death late at night. 

I was glad for that French door. 

Until last week. I got home from 
some chores, feeling good about 
myself. And then I saw Ramona, 
standing in the kitchen wearing a 
strained expression, as if a toothache 
were driving her to extraction. 

“What happened?” I asked, kicking 
off my shiny black shoes. 

“Why don’t you sit down, Phil? I'll 
get some extra strength Tylenol.” 

“What happened?” 

“Tt was an accident.” 

“What was an accident?” 

“The pantry door.” 

There are times in life when I can 
still move quickly. The pantry door had 
a jagged hole in the glass about the size 
of a little boy’s Reebok. 

“What happened?” I asked, my face 
wide-eyed and wrinkled. 

“Well...he was doing dishes with 
his brother and he got mad. I guess 


he tried out a karate move he’d seen 
on TV. Go easy on him, Phil. He 
couldn’t believe he did it. He’s been 
pacing around in a panic ever since. 
In fact, he just went to sleep a few 
minutes ago. You should have heard 
his prayer: ‘Dear God, help Daddy not 
to kill me.’” 

I sat at the kitchen table then, 
staring out the window and pondering 
the events of the last 24 hours. That 
morning I’d been sitting at my 
computer when the phone rang. A 
friend was calling to tell me that an 
acquaintance of ours had died in the 
night of a brain aneurism. He was my 
age. He left behind a beautiful wife 


CALLAWAY 


and daughter. 

“Dear God,” I prayed. “I don’t know 
what a day will bring. I don’t know 
how long I’m here for. But thanks for 
this little reminder to keep things right 
with those I love.” 

I descended our plywood staircase, 
and prayed over our sleeping kids as I 
do almost every night. “The Lord bless 
you and keep you. The Lord make His 
face to shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. The Lord turn His face toward 
you and give you peace. Amen.” @ 


Phil Callaway is the author of Growing 
Up on the Edge of the World available 
at www. philcallaway.com 
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OPINION 


Medicare 
Under Attack | 


There are forces of darkness working against our shared destiny. By JACK BOAN 


¢ vom faces a shocking threat 
to Medicare’s existence and 

Canada’s traditional way of life. 
The battle is being waged by a mindset 
featuring an evil ideology, highly orga- 
nized and supported by big money. On 
the other side are millions of disorga- 
nized citizens who, for the most part, 
are oblivious to the danger facing them 
in the joust. 

Dr. Roy Romanow, author of the 
Royal Commission report, Building 
on Values: The Future of Health Care 
in Canada, spoke eloquently about 
this danger at a conference in Regina 
in 2007: “Through the years, as we 
lived together, worked together, 
and built together, [we developed a] 
notion of shared destiny [which] was 
transformed into the foundation of 
a nation. Generation after genera- 
tion of Canadians have seized on the 
cornerstone idea that our future and 
our society is frequently best shaped 
through community action—that the 
sum of Canada is often greater than its 
remarkably diverse parts. This, then, 
is Our nation’s narrative and it resides 
in our collective DNA. In recent years, 
however, the soil has been tilled for the 
sprouting of views at odds with shared 
destiny. Today, we witness a palpable 
momentum toward individualism, 
decentralization, and privatization.” 

John Ralston Saul, in his 1995 
Massey Lectures, called it corporatism. 

The philosophy of the corporate 


38 Presbyterian Record 


boardroom has subtly been absorbed 
wholesale. Terms like the bottom line, 
stakeholder, and client (instead of 
patient) are commonplace. Harmless? 
Probably! But what is not harmless is 
that the motivator in the workplace, 
which used to be one of cooperation and 
pride of workmanship, seems to have 
been replaced by fear and distrust. 

Attempting to counter this move- 
ment is an excellent little book—A 
Healthcare Covenant—which is well- 
written and carefully thought-out, 
published by Ecumenical Health Care 
Network and the Canadian Council of 
Churches (www.ccc-cce.ca). 


The philosophy of the corporate 
boardroom has subtly been 
absorbed wholesale. Terms like 
the bottom line, stakeholder, 
and client (instead of patient) 
are commonplace 


It begins with an excellent foreword 
by health-care expert Dr. Nuala Kenney 
of the Faculty of Medicine, Dalhousie 
University. Next, Karen MacKay- 
Llewellyn explains why Christians, 
particularly, should be concerned about 
the provision of health care. A brief but 
outstanding history of the role of the 
church in health care is provided by Joe 
Gunn. This careful study reveals that 
the church has been active in influ- 
encing health-care legislation since the 
17th century. 


The whole of the submission to the 
Kirby (Senate) Committee presented 
in 2001 by Stephen Allen, associate 
secretary of justice ministries for The — 
Presbyterian Church in Canada, is full © 
of good ideas and is reproduced in 
full. Likewise the plea for a health care 
covenant, presented to the Romanow 
Commission in 2002. Taken together, 
they acquaint us with the issues and the 
thinking of the EHCN, and focus the 
reader on current and ongoing prob- 
lems. Incidentally, that recommenda- 
tion about a covenant, in substance, 
appears in the Romanow Report as the 
first of its 47 recommendations. 

My old friend Janet Somerville, former 
general secretary of the Canadian Council 
of Churches, convincingly informs us on 
“Why Christians Should Stay Involved in 
Canada’s Health Care Debate.” 

Finally, some 30 pages of fact sheets 
provide essential information for 
possible study groups. Why a health 
covenant should be adopted by Parlia- 
ment is thoroughly aired; the issues 
surrounding home care are discussed; 
the merits of a national health council 
are presented; the problem of wait 
times is analyzed; for-profit health care 
is shown to be a far cry from a solution; 
and issues surrounding home care, 
health-care funding, and prescription 
drugs are discussed in sufficient detail 
to be useful in study group discus- 
sions. The book concludes with a post- 
script by Rev. Dr. Kenneth Bellous. Two 
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most useful appendices are included, 
pointing the reader to essential facts 
that may not be generally known. 

The EHCN is alive to the dangers 
lurking in the shadows, and has put 
out this book in order to galvanize the 
Christian community to action. The fact 
is, there are powers of darkness working 
sometimes quietly, sometimes overtly, to 
destroy Medicare. These are forces which 
have bought into the ideology that the 
market should be called upon to make 


decisions as far as our health care goes. 
These misguided forces are responsible 
for putting out unsubstantiated views like 
“Medicare is unsustainable” and must 
be supplemented by private insurance 
and private, for-profit agencies to deliver 
health care. They harp, for instance, on 
waiting times, claiming that for-profit 
agencies would make wait times go away. 
The question is, how do we fight back? 
One way would be to create EHCN chap- 
ters in every community to put political 


ST. ANDREW’S COLDWATER, ONTARIO 


IS SEEKING A MINISTER OF WORD AND SACRAMENTS 


St. Andrew's is situated in the quaint village of Coldwater, 
Ontario, just one hour north of Toronto. Now celebrating 
its centennial, Coldwater is an established community of 
1100 people. The town has many amenities and recrea- 
tional opportunities given its proximity to Hwy. 400. 
Having enjoyed strong ministry and continuous 
growth in faith and service, we are seeking a Minister of 
Word and Sacraments who is adventurous, compas- 
sionate and creative to lead us into the future. We are 


seeking someone who appreciates blended, flexible 
worship and lay participation. 

St. Andrew's is an inclusive, family oriented church 
that is looking for leadership development as we reach 
out to the next generation. With a regular worshipping 
congregation of approximately 80 people, we look 
forward to our next phase of ministry together. 

Interim Moderator: Rev. Karen Horst 
karenh@georgian.net 705-445-4651 


pressure on their legislative and _ parlia- 
mentary representatives. Unless the 
grassroots make its preferences known, 
how are the lawmakers supposed to know 
that our single-payer health-care system 
is preferred to any alternative available? 
This book provides an excellent starting 
place for study. = 


Jack Boan is professor emeritus at the 
University of Regina and a highly sought- 
after expert on health-care issues. 


We’re looking for the 


Oldest 


Robbie Burns 


that has run or is running within the 

PCC. If you have information about 

one held in a church near you, please 
contact: 


Jeremy Bellsmith 
oldestrobbieburnsnight@gmail.com 


or 


209 Cochrane St., Whitby, LINS5H8 
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CALVIN 


God Called Him 


John Calvin gave his heart ‘promptly and sincerely.’ BY PETER BUSH 


( church Presbyterians mame 
churches after John Calvin and 
claim to be his theological de- 

scendants, so it is worth asking: Who 

was John Calvin? 

He was born in Noyon, Picardy, 
northwest of Paris, on July 10, 1509, the 
youngest of five (or maybe seven) chil- 
dren. (And at the start of Calvin’s story 
we confront the problem that makes 
telling his story challenging. Many 
things about Calvin we do not know, 
in part because of the 500 years be- 
tween his time and ours, but more sig- 
nificantly despite being a prolific writer 
Calvin wrote little about his own life.) 
His father was the financial administra- 
tor for the cathedral chapter of Noyon; 
his mother, a pious woman, died when 
Calvin was four or five years old. Rec- 
ognizing the boy’s academic ability his 
father enrolled him in the University of 
Paris when he was 14 years old (at the 
time the normal age to start university) 
anticipating Calvin becoming a priest. 
Calvin started his university education 
just as Martin Luther’s writings were cre- 
ating waves within the church. Calvin 
would have been aware of the debate 
between reformers and anti-reformers 
which led at times to the advocates of 
reform being burned at the stake. 

In 1528 Calvin’s father had a fall- 
ing out with his employers which 
culminated in his excommunication, 
and he decided Calvin should become 
a lawyer. So Calvin moved to Orleans 
and later Bourges to study. But Calvin, 
now in his 20s, remained engaged by 
the theological debate. Nearly 40 years 
later, he described his transformation 
into a reformer as a gradual process. We 
know little about this process except 
that Calvin was publicly aligned with 
the reformers by the end of 1533. 

On All Saint’s Day, 1533, Nicholas 
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Cop, a friend of Calvin’s and the rec- 
tor of the University of Paris, gave the 
address at the opening of the academic 
year. In it Cop made clear his reform 
sympathies. Scholars debate what role 
Calvin played in drafting Cop’s speech, 
some arguing he was the author. The 
ire the speech caused forced Calvin to 
lay low under the protection of Louis 
du Tillet, canon at the cathedral of 
Angouleme. Calvin also read vora- 
ciously from du Tillet’s well-stocked li- 
brary, including some early theological 
writings. Calvin, together with most 
reformers, believed the church needed 


Calvin started university just as 
Martin Luther was creating waves 
within the church. Calvin would 
have been aware of the debate 


to return to its original commitments 
and patterns, so they turned to the 
writings of leaders from the church’s 
first five centuries for insights into the 
renewal of the church. 

By the end of 1534, it was clear 
France was too dangerous for high pro- 
file reformers and in January 1535 du 
Tillet, Cop and Calvin all found their 
way to Basle, Switzerland, a city which 
welcomed reformers fleeing persecu- 
tion. In exile and within the stimulating 
theological environment of Basle, Calvin 
wrote the first edition of the Institutes of 
the Christian Religion in less than eight 
months. Published in March 1536, when 
Calvin was 27 year old, the Institutes are 
a skillful mixture of biblical material, 
early church writings (often quoted from 
memory given Calvin’s limited access to 
theological resources), and theological 
teflections from the first generation of re- 
formers. Calvin was to spend the rest of 
his life revising and expanding the Insti- 
tutes; the 1559 edition was five times lon- 


ger than the first edition. The 1536 edi- 
tion opened with a letter to the king of 
France defending the reform movement 
and appealing for religious freedom in 
France so the exiles could return. The 
Institutes was an instant best seller. 
Calvin passed through Geneva later 
in 1536, visiting Guillaume Farel, a pas- 
tor who was leading the reform of Ge- 
nevan church life, along with the city 
council. Farel compelled Calvin to stay 
in Geneva to help bring order and sta- 
bility to the reforms. At first his only 
task in Geneva was to lecture on the Bi- 
ble during mid-week gatherings of the 
church community. Gradually Calvin 
grew more comfortable in functioning 
as a parish minister. But he had much to 
learn about the pastoral role. As a result 
of his and Farel’s unwillingness to bend 
on church worship and congregational 
life matters such as the frequency of 
communion (Calvin wanted it at least 
monthly), the Geneva city council re- 
moved Farel and Calvin as ministers in 
1538 and asked them to leave the city. 
Calvin went to Strasbourg where 
he ministered to French-speaking refu- 
gees fleeing the religious persecution. 
In Strasbourg, Calvin met and married 
Idelette de Bure, a widow with two chil- 
dren. The marriage was a loving one 
as is evident from Calvin’s letters to 
friends. Calvin and Idelette had a son, 
Jacques, who did not survive infancy. 
On the death of his son, Calvin wrote, 
“Certainly the Lord has afflicted us with 
a deep and painful wound in the death 
of our beloved son.” Idelette’s health de- 
clined through the late 1540's, a source 
of concern to Calvin. Following her 
death on March 29, 1549, Calvin wrote, 
“Il am trying as much as possible not to 
be completely overwhelmed by grief.” 
In 1541 after three productive years 
as a parish minister in Strasbourg, Calvin 
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received an invitation to return to Ge- 
neva. Given his previous experiences 
in the city, he was reticent, but hear- 
ing the call of God in the invitation 
he returned. For the next 23 years he 
poured himself into the life of Geneva 
as he sought to reform its religious life. 
Calvin Calvin died on May 27, 1564, 
and at his own request was buried in 
an unmarked grave, the site of which 
is still unknown. 

Many of the changes in Calvin’s life 
took place as the result of situations be- 
yond his control. In those changing cir- 
cumstances he trusted in the providence 
of God, even when that was hard to see. 
God had called him, and in response 
Calvin responded, “My heart, Lord, 
I give you, promptly and sincerely.” = 


Rev. Peter Bush is the teaching elder at 
Westwood, Winnipeg. This is the first of 
10 articles prepared by the Committee 
on History. 
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42N\, Seeking, Serving 
‘,  & Sharing 
é our Lord 
$ SG Jesus Christ 
3 SS 


Ewart Centre for Lay Education at Knox College 


KNOX COLLEGE CAMPUS ONLY 
New 8 Week Certificate Program 


Lay Leadership in Pastoral Care 
Lay Leadership in Youth Ministry 


Basic Course: Exploration in Biblical Literature 
Instructors: Prof. Bradley MacLean & Prof. Brian Irwin 


Elective Course: Pastoral Care and the Life Cycle 
Instructor: The Rev. John Henderson 


Elective Course: Youth Culture and Spiritual Formation 
Instructor: Heather Weir, Doctoral Candidate 


Date: Sept. 29 to Dec. 8, 2008 (No Class on Oct. 13 or 20) 

Cost: Regular rate - $200.00 per course; $365.00 for two 
courses taken during the same term 

Retiree’s Rate - $180.00 per course; $325.00 for two courses 

taken during the same term 


DISTANCE EDUCATION ONLY 
Certificate in Christian Faith and Life I 


Elective Course: Reformed Worship 
Instructor: The Rev. Dr. Emily Rodgers 
Date: Sept. 22 to Nov. 30 


Basic Course: Introduction to the New Testament 
Instructor: Dr. Laura Alary 
Date: Nov. 3 to Dec. 12 


Certificate in Christian Faith and Life II 


Elective Course: The Word Proclaimed 
Instructor: The Rev. Dr. Emily Rodgers 


Date: Nov. 10 to Dec. 19 

Cost: Regular Rate - $150.00 per course or $275 for two 
courses taken during the same term 

Retiree’s Rate: $135.00 per course or $250.00 for two courses 

taken during the same term 


For more information please contact: 


~. Susan Sheridan 
~P: 416.946.8536 
E: knox.ewart@utoronto.ca 


F www.utoronto.ca/knox 
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classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


Mj\ 


Na \\ BULL Ad since 1904 
GLASS tp. 


15 Joseph Street, Kitchener 
Ontario, Canada N2G 1H9 


MW 7-519-658-0724 


CHURCH CUSHIONS 


Fine quality pew or kneeling cushions. 
On your next seating project, contact 
Waggoners, the cushion specialists! 


TOLL FREE 1-800-396-7555 


Waggoners, Inc 


www.pewcushions.com 


To promote your products or 

_ services, contact Carol McCormick 
at 905-833-6200 x 25 or _ 
emccormick@canadads.com _ 


RMIL 
SES 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 
Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 
30 Chauncey Avenue 


Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


e custom designed memorial windows 
e traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration ° storm glazing 
e custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED @AWwardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920 +~www.edwardsglass.net 


TI Ne 
ASOCIETY Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
416-977-3857 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


CROWN EX Robemakers and Tailors 


* Genuine tailor made ¢ Satisfaction guaranteed ¢ Affordable for 


Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 
CROWNEX Lid., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 


Tel. (416) 503-1288 
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Fax, (416) 503-8788 E-mail: info@crownex.com www.crownex.com 


Recore 


Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving matu- 
re adults for 30 years. See the latest show, 
ROM, AGO, TSO and much more! Close to 
downtown, hospitals, 24 hour security... 
steps to subway or bus, 

beautifully appointed single and double 
rooms, parking included. ..VISA, reasonable 
rates-Reserve today. Ask about our 
Boutique Hostel...Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


CANAL CRUISES 
RIDEAU CANAL 
TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 


magnificent 


scenic lakes, 

the comfort of the 45-passenger 
“Kawartha Voyageur’ riverboat with 
dining room, lounge, and twin lower 
berth staterooms with private facilities. 
5-day voyages. 

Send for colour brochure. 


ONTARIO WATERWAY CRUISES 
c/o CAPTAIN JOHN 
BOX 6, ORILLIA, ON. L3V 6H9 
1-800-561-5767 


SUNRISE 


Est. 1979 


Memorial Windows - Restoration 
Protective Storm Glazing 


Custom Woodworking 


97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. 
London, Ontario N6éJ 2K2 
(519) 432-9624 
Toll Free 1-877-575-2321 


www.sunrisestainedglass.com 
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FROM THE 
MODERATOR 
in english 


A Long 


Process 


It is time to participate in bringing peace to the world. 


BY REV. CHEOL SOON PARK 


hroughout my Moderator year, 
I’d like to encourage and chal- 
lenge you with two topics—to 
change, and to heal and reconcile. 
I talked about the first one in last 
month issue and now I’d like to share 
with you about the second topic—to 
heal and reconcile. 

As we live in this wonderful 
country, we often forget how blessed 
we are. Very few countries in the world 
have not experienced war on their 
own soil and Canada is one of those 
blessed few. Of course, there was a war 
between Canada and our neighbor in 
the south but it was not a war that 
tore the nation into pieces and left a 
permanent scar to the national iden- 
tity. And there were many other wars 
that Canadians fought and lost lives for 
but we didn’t have a war on our own 
soil. Yet at this very moment, there 
are wars going on in many regions 
of the world. Each of these conflicts 
has its own reason and purpose. We 
have some of our beloved sons and 
daughters dispatched to the regions to 
restore the peace and harmony. Our 
prayers go out with them and their 
family members in Canada. 

War and conflicts leave perma- 
nent scars on people’s hearts, which 
mutates our conscience and freezes 
the judgment. It destroys the like- 
ness of God in us. Its gloomy shadow 
lingers generations even after conflicts 
are over. Wars may end, but real fight 
begins as the process of reconciliation 
starts. There is a misunderstanding, 


disguised justice, inevitable hatred 
and division, and the absence of love 
and compassion for others, not to 
mention the politics that makes the 
situation worse. These deadly and 
complicated elements stay behind 
and destroy the community like a 
fatal disease. 

We are living in a time of the most 
advanced thoughts and ideals. Yet 
we are experiencing the conflict and 
clashing in more complicated form. 
There are so many conflicts that I 
cannot list them all in this page but 
I am compelled to mention two— 
Afghanistan and Korean peninsula. 
We all know about the war in Afghani- 
stan. It seems endless and so chaotic 
that some people say God has aban- 
doned Afghanistan. Canada is giving 
out so much to defend the freedom 
and restore the security in the region 
and eventually bring harmony and 
peace to the global community. 

Also there is a full-scale war in 
Korean peninsula. The Korean War 
never ended, two Koreas only agreed to 
cease fire in 1953. Technically they are 
having a break to fight again. During 
the last SS years both Koreas built up 
not only huge amount of weapons and 
ammunitions but also extreme level 
of hospitality and hatred. More than 
two million soldiers are positioned to 
fight each other. No one wants a war 
again but the situation is so tense that 
you can feel the pressure in the air. 
There are more than a million Koreans 
whose family members were separated 


and have not met since the war. Korea 
has been separated into two because of 
ideology. 

We do not enjoy talking about 
wars. Yet this is the reality that we 
Christians have to deal with. I’d like 
to ask you to pray for the people in 
the regions with conflicts. Pray for 
the leaders. Pray for the peace and 
harmony in the region. Also I’d like 
to ask you to look for an opportunity 
to learn more about these conflicts 
and contribute to the peaceful resolu- 
tion as mature and responsive Chris- 
tians. Peace doesn’t fall from the sky; 
it is rather made through a painstak- 
ingly long process. God is calling his 
people to participate in the process 
and contribute to the resolution. Ten 
years of hard work can be easily wiped 
out by three days of war. We cannot 
allow any more war in the world and 
we have to focus our effort on healing 
and reconciliation. God brings peace 
to his people but he always does 
this through his people. It is time to 
participate. m 


Rev. Cheol Soon Park 
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FROM THE 
MODERATOR 
in korean 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


Synod of the Atlantic Provinces 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, PO Box 142, River 
John, NS BOK 1NO0; 902-351-2219 (s) or 902- 
351-2473 (h); jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 


Synod of Quebec and Eastern Ontario 

Beaconsfield, Que., Briarwood; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. John Vissers, Presbyterian 
College, 3495 University, Montreal, QC 
H3A 2A8; 514-288-5256 extension 201; 
jvissers@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Gloucester (Ottawa), Ont., Gloucester; Full-time 
minister; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian 
Auret, PO Box 609, Manotick, ON K4M 1A6; 
613-692-4228; adrian.auret@sympatico.ca. 


Synod of Central, Northeastern 

Ontario and Bermuda 

Barrie; Essa Road; Interim Moderator Rev. Heather 
Malnick, c/o Living Faith Community Presbyte- 
rian Church, 206 Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 
1B1; 705-424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Cambridge; St. Andrew’s Galt; Minister of Word 
and Sacrament, Full-time; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Bill Bynum, c/o St. Andrew's Galt Presb- 
yterian Church, 130 Victoria Ave., Cambridge, 
ON N1S 1Y2;knoxpreston@golden.net. 

Coldwater; St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Karen Horst, 200 Maple St., Collingwood, 
ON L9Y 2R2;karenh@georgian.net. 

Englehart, St. Paul’s; Tomstown; St. Paul’s and 
Tomstown Pastoral Charge, approximately 
10 km. from Tomstown,; Full-time minister; 
Search Committee Chair Randy Ford, 

PO Box 737, Englehart,ON POJ 1HO; 
treeline@ntl.sympatico.ca. 

Markham, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Don Muir, 50 Wynford Dr., Toronto, ON 
M3C 1)7;416-441-1111 or 1-800-619-7301 
ext. 223; dmuir@presbyterian.ca; www. 
standrews-markham.ca/search.htm. 

Mississauga, Dixie; Interim Moderator Rev. Reid 
Chudley, PO Box 16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 1ZO; 
519-855-6216; r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

New Liskeard, St. Andrew's; Full-time minister, 
single-point charge; Search Committee, PO 
Box 908, New Liskeard, ON POJ 1P0; 705-647- 
8401; standrewsnl@parolink.net. 

Nobleton, St. Paul’s; Interim Moderator Rev. Chris 
Carter, 13190 Keele St., King City, ON L7B 1J2; 
905-833-2325; cmcacarter@rogers.com. 


Peterborough, St. Giles and South Monaghan and 
Centreville; Full-time minister for two-point 
charge; Interim Moderator Rev. Paul D. John- 
ston, 22 Hillview Dr., Bobcaygeon, ON KOM 1A0; 
705-738-6424; knoxpres.paul@bellnet.ca. 

Peterborough, St. Stephen’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o Knox College, 
59 St. George St., Toronto, ON Mé6S 2E6; 
s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Scarborough, Clairlea Park; Half-time 
minister; Interim Moderators Robert and 
Priscilla Anderson, 174 Springdale Blvd., 
Toronto,ON M4C 1Z7; 416-469-5986; 
kimchiman21@hotmail.com. 

Scarborough, Westminster; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Ann Blane, 1300 Danforth Rd., 
Scarborough,ON M1J 1E8; 416-267-7897. 

Schomberg, Emmanuel; looking for a half-time 
minister; Interim Moderator Rev. Jeremy Low- 
ther; 905-857-2419; jlowther1845@rogers.com. 


Synod of Southwestern Ontario 

Binbrook, Knox and Carluke, St. Paul’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Garfield G. Havemann, 
c/o Chedoke Presbyterian Church, 
865 Mohawk Rd.W., Hamilton, ON L9C 7B9; 
ghavemann@chedokechurch.ca. 

Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 
11 White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@bfree.on.ca. 

Fort Erie, St. Andrew’s-Knox; Search Committee 
Chair David Randall, 495 Niagara Blvd., 
Fort Erie, ON L2A 3H2; 1-888-665-6681; 
drandall@cogeco.ca. 

Hamilton, MacNab St.; Rev. Stephen Jenvey, 
c/o West Flamborough, 262 Middletown 
Rd., Dundas, ON L9H 5E2; 905-628-6675; 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
Notices are $40 for one-time; $25 for four 
insertions or more. Deadline to have your notice 


added is six weeks prior to month;so, for Septem- 
ber 2008 the deadline will be July 15th, 2008, 


Elders’ Institute 
St. Andrew’s Hall 


j 


"at? 


pi 


EXPLORING 
THE LORD’sS PRAYER 


Online Course 
Learn how to use the words and 
phrases of this wonderful prayer, and 
gain a deeper understanding of 
prayer and basic Christian theology. 
Open to all levels of learning and 
faith experience. 


Join other ruling elders online 
Oct. 20 - Nov. 28, 2008. 


Instructor: Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris 


Registration Fee: $100 2m 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 


IToll Free: 1-866-794--8888 


3 Delivery Choices 


The most 
comprehensive 
Christian Education 
and Worship Resource 
choice — with material 
for ALL AGES and sizes 
of congregations. 


= 


SeasonsPrint SeasonsDisk SeasonsOnline 
www.spiritseasons.com 
www.seasonsonline.ca 


PUBLISHED IN CANADA BY WOOD LAKE PUBLISHING Www.woodlakebooks.com 


Earth & Budget Friendly! 


@ 0D 
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VACANCIES 


minister_wfpc@bellnet.ca. 

London, St. Lawrence; Half-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Lynn Nichol, 783 Victoria 
St., London, ON N5Y 4C9; 519-434-2476; 
briarhill33@yahoo.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Catherine 
Calkin, 3403 Perth Rd. 130,R.R.2 St.Pauls, ON 
NOK 1V0; 519-393-6395; calkin@quadro.net. 

Port Dover, Knox and Hagersville, St. Andrew's 
(two-point charge); Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Morden, Knox Presbyterian Church, 
2058 Main St.N., Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0; 
519-587-2565; knoxchal@bellnet.ca. 

Simcoe, St. Paul's; Rev. Dr. Stan Cox, Interim 
Moderator c/o St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, 
85 Lot St., Simcoe, ON N3Y 184;519-426-1845; 
sppc@kwic.com; www.stpaulssimcoe.com. 


Thornbury, St. Paul’s; Rev. Ted Creen, 865 2nd Ave. 


West, Owen Sound, ON N4K 4M6;519-376- 
7886; ted.creen@standrewsowensound.org. 
Thorold, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator Graham 

Kennedy, 53 Church St., St.Catharines, ON L2R 
3C3; 905-641-8868; gkennedy@niagara.com. 
Tiverton, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Susan 
Samuel, 345 Durham St., Kincardine, ON 
N2Z 1Y6; 519-396-2311; ssamuel@bmts.com. 
Wallaceburg, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Mike Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
60 Fifth St., Chatham, ON N7M 4V7; 
519-352-2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 


Synod of Manitoba and 

Northwestern Ontario 

Brandon, Man., First; Interim Moderator Rev. Paul 
Sakasov, 338 11th St.E., Brandon, MB R7A 
5W7; 204-727-2385; paul@pcbrandon.com. 

Carberry, Man., Knox-Zion; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jean Bryden, 808 9th St. NW, Portage 
la Prairie, MB R1N 3L3; 204-857-4815; 
jbryden@mts.net. 

Flin Flon, Man., St. Andrew’s; Interim Mode- 
rator Rev. Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 

Selkirk, Man., Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
James Ko, 309 Strathnayer Ave., Selkirk, 
MB R1A OH5; 204-785-9834; 
pastorjames68@hotmail.com 

Thompson, Man., St. Andrew's; Interim 
Moderator Peter Bush, 197 Browning 
Blvd.,Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 


Synod of Saskatchewan 
No vacancies 
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Synod of Alberta and the Northwest 

Calgary, Alta., Trinity; Interim Moderator Rev. Da- 
vid Vincent, 56 Scenic Rd. NW, Calgary, AB T3L 
1B9; 403-547-7700; dave.barbvincent@shaw.ca. 

Edmonton, Alta., Callingwood Road; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Bob Calder, 6607 31st Ave., 
Edmonton, AB T6K 4B3; 780-462-2446; 
crpc2007@gmail.com. 


Synod of British Columbia 

North Vancouver, St. Andrew’s and St. Stephen's; 
Rev. Dr. Brian J. Fraser, Interim Moderator, 
1402-1327 East Keith Rd., North Vancouver, 
BC V7J 315; fraser@growingchurches.org. 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Vancouver, Kerrisdale; Co-Interim Moderators 
Revs. Joyce and Glen Davis, 6040 lona 
Dr., Vancouver, BC V6T 2E8; 604-822-9807; 
gdavis@vst.edu. 

Victoria, St. Andrew’s; Full-time assistant 
minister, three-year call; Convener Search 
Committee Colina Titus, c/o St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, 680 Courtenay St., 
Victoria, BC V8W 1C1; 250-384-5734; 
colina.titus@gmail.com. 


Obituaries 


BROWN, Lloyd, aged 87 and a long-time 
member and elder of First, Chatham, Ont. 


CARMICHAEL, Kenneth Duncan Hudspith, 
born in Verdun, Que. June 24, 1910, and 
died in Pointe-Claire, Que. on March 11, 
2008. He was the dearly beloved husband 
of the late Anne Currie Macdonald 
Carmichael; cherished father of Moira 
Anne Hayes (Rev. Stephen A.) of Quebec 
City, Que., and Kenneth Macdonald 
Carmichaei (Lynn) of Ottawa, Ont.; 
dearly loved grandfather of Catherine 
Hayes Jackson (Rod) and Jonathan Hayes 
(Jane), and proud great-grandfather of 
Charlotte Hayes. 

A life-long member of the Presbyterian 
Church, he was ordained an elder in First, 
Verdun, in 1936 and served as such in 
Moosejaw, Sask., Vernon and Nelson, B.C., 
St. Giles, Ottawa, and St. Columba-by-the- 
Lake, Pointe-Claire. The service of witness 
to the resurrection and thanksgiving for 


his life was conducted by Rev. Ian D. Fraser, 
minister of St. Columba-by-the-Lake. 


MACPHERSON, Flora. A service of cele- 
bration was held in remembrance at 
St. Andrew’s, Cardigan, P.E.I., on April 
8, 2008. She would be remembered by 
several women who were students at the 
Presbyterian Missionary and Deaconess 
Training School in Toronto during the 
1950s and 1960s. There were two resi- 
dences: one on St. George Street and the 
other on Prince Arthur Street. 

Flora was employed as housekeeper. 
Because of the family-style nature of the 
houses, there was a considerable amount 
of mingling of students and staff in hall- 
ways, Stairways, dining hall and so forth, 
and Flora became well-known to the 
residents. She referred to the students as 
“the girls.” She was by nature fun-loving, 
supportive and hardworking. Flora even- 
tually moved to a new job in the WMS 
offices where she had bookkeeping 
responsibilities and other office work in 
connection with the “Glad Tidings.” 

Following her retirement, she returned 
to her home province, Prince Edward 
Island, where her sister, Catherine Smith 
(Kay) resides. In Flora’s very late years and 
because of diminishing health she moved 
to a full-time care facility where she died 
just 10 days prior to her 92nd birthday. 
A tribute was prepared by her cousin 
Roberta (Shaw) Pocklington and was read 
at the service by another cousin, Adele 
Webster. In it, Flora was described as a 
person with deep faith who lived it fully; 
who was kind and gentle, blessed with a 
great sense of humour and a contagious 
laugh. Although Flora was a quiet person, 
she is one who will be well-remembered 
by her family and friends. 


SAMS, Major Reverend Peter Lyle, C.D. 
B.A., died on May 12, 2008, at Almonte, 
Ont. He graduated from Knox College 
and was ordained in 1953 in Timmins, 
Ont. Assistant to Dr. Ian Burnett at 
St. Andrew’s, Ottawa, Ont. Asked 
by Col. F. Goforth to be a chaplain, 
Lyle served in Shilo, Egypt, Kingston, 
Petawawa, Valcartier, Chatham, N.B. 
and London, Ont. Retiring from the 
military in 1979, Lyle was then called 
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to St. Andrew’s, Quebec, where he 
ministered for over 11 years. 

He is greatly missed by his wife 
Margaret and his family: Findlay, 
Andrew, May, Katharine, Matthew 
and four grandchildren. A memorial 
service was held at Almonte Presbyte- 
rian, conducted by General Rev. David 
Kettle, Rev. Dr. Stephen Hayes and Rev. 
James Ferrier. 


SMITH, Rev. Howard Donald, of 
Morrisburg, Ont., aged 84, died 
peacefully, surrounded by his loving 
family, following a courageous battle 
with cancer on May 28, 2008, at the 
Winchester District Memorial Hospital, 
Winchester, Ont. 

Howard was born and raised in 
Toronto. He served in the Air Force 
from 1943-45. He entered teachers’ 
college and after graduation taught 
school in Port Dover, Ont., and Toronto 
from 1946-50. He then changed career 
paths as he felt the call of God to the 
ministry. He studied at Toronto Bible 
College, the University of Waterloo 
and Knox College and was ordained 
to the ministry in the Presbyterian 
Church on May 28, 1958. He minis- 
tered to congregations in Jarvis, Ont., 
Burlington, Ont., Ormstown, Que., 
Norval, Ont., Winchester, Ont. and 
Timmins, Ont. Howard passed away on 
the SOth anniversary of his ordination 
to the ministry. 

Howard is survived by his wife 
Isabel of 5S1 years and _ children 
Stephen of Barrie, Ont., Paul (Susan) 
of Winchester, Ont., Susan (Neil) Kittle 
of Winchester and Mark of Vancouver, 
B.C., as well as five cherished grand- 
daughters: Melissa, Megan, Dana, Leah 
Ann and Julia. He was predeceased by 
his son Peter in 1974. 

Howard was a man who walked the 
talk when it came to living the Chris- 
tian life. He was a pastor who lived 
what he preached and his life was fully 
dedicated to the Lord. He touched 
many lives for the Lord and will long 
be remembered for his humble and 
gentle spirit, his warm and tender 
heart and his dedication to God, his 
family and the people he served. @ 


Time running out to gift shares of BCE! 


Hey, Herb, did you hear 
the deal to buy Bell 
Canada and take it 
private looks like it's 
going to happen after all? 
They've announced the 
deal will close on or 
before December 11". 
Meanwhile, I won't be 
getting any more dividend 
payments on my stock, 
and I'm going to take a 
huge tax hit on my capi- 
tal gains when the deal 
finally closes. 


Yes, I've been following 
the news. But don't forget 
that by giving a portion of 
your BCE shares to the 
church you can eliminate 
the capital gains tax on the 
shares you give. Plus, you'll 
receive a donation tax 
receipt for the value of 
the shares you donate. 
You'll be able to reduce the 
tax you owe to $0.00 AND 
provide extra money to 
your home congregation 
and other vital ministries 
in the church at the same 
time. Pretty neat, eh? 


Call Herb in the Planned Giving Office at 
1-800-619-7301 to continue the conversation 
and learn how you can donate your BCE 
shares or other publicly traded securities to — 
the church and turn a potential tax liability 
into a gift opportunity. 


The Planned Giving Office, The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7, 1-800-619-7301 
www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving/securities 


Planting reeds of hope For generations to come. 
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KIDS PAGE 


CREATED BY ERIN WALTON 


Going to school can be very exciting...and 
nerve-racking! But don’t worry, you're not alone, 


Ready-for- 
school rocks 


A week before school starts find some small, smooth, rocks. 
Pick one that you really like. Write “Phil. 4:13” on the rock 
and try to memorize the verse: LCS 
Read the following 
passages: 


"Psalm 02:2 


“can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” 
Phil. 4:13, NIV. 


Take this rock to school with you in your lunch bag or 
backpack and think of it when you're feeling scared or *JONN 1652 
nervous and remember, you can do anything you set your 
mind to and you're never alone doing it! 


OOOH HH HHH KH HRHKAH HM GH HM Hee HO HHH MH HHH HHH HG HMM MMOH H HG HHH HHHM HHH GH HHK HHH HHH HK CHG HHH HM HG HHH HK H HHH HH HHH HHH SS 


Back to the books 
(or computers)! 
Books are fun to read, and often full of great pictures and stories. 


Sometimes books are full of answers. Sometimes books tell us what to do and 
sometimes they tell us what not to do. The Bible is the best book ever because 
not only is it full of amazing stories, but it’s full of answers too! And, it tells us 
what to do and what not to do! Did you know you can access the Bible online? 
Do you have any questions to which you need answers? 


Check out www.biblegateway.com for the best online passage lookup, 
topical search and keyword search available. 
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For the Journey, continued from page 50 


was observing appeared to be a rite of 
incantations, and of deep superstition. 
And it was all woven into what looked 
to me like a kind of religion. 

Linda, Chelsea and I had been 
hanging out behind the bucking chutes 
at the Roe Lake Rodeo all afternoon. 
Rodeo is in our blood and we love going, 
not so much for the animal action but 
to connect with all the cowboy types. 
They are wonderful folks, people of 
our roots, a down-to-earth group. Bull 
riders are a little different from all the 
other people who live under the shade 
of a Stetson. In my experience, religion 
woven together with superstition plays 
large in the lives of quite a few bull 
riders, at least in the part that embraces 
the rodeo event. 

As we drove out of the rodeo 
grounds late in the afternoon, my 
mind was pondering the way religion 
and superstition so often get woven 
together. As we trucked home to the 
murmur of Ian Tyson’s Cowboyography 
on the CD player, my mind shifted 
from considering the bull rider to my 
own practice. Upon honest reflection, 
I realized that in many ways I was a lot 
like the bull rider. Superstition seems 
to leak into my life too, often getting 
mingled with my faith. 

Webster’s dictionary defines super- 
stition as “a belief or practice resulting 
from ignorance, fear of the unknown, 
trust in magic or chance, or a false 
conception of causation.” Supersti- 
tion attributes spiritual or even magical 
powers to human action; stuff that I do 
or don’t do, things I say or don’t say, 
even what I think or don’t think. It 
includes everything from countering 
bad luck by throwing salt over my left 
shoulder if I spill some, to believing 
in the special power of certain words 
uttered in a special way, often with 
good religious intent as in some ritual- 
istic prayers perhaps. 

As we motored towards home, and 
as I reflected on how I had often woven 
superstition into the fabric of my faith, 
I came to the stark realization that there 
is absolutely no room for superstition 
in the Christian faith. Superstition is 


what I do to try and magically control 
how things happen. Faith is a leaving 
of things completely to God to control 
how things happen. Like religious 
legalism, fear and a craving for some 
kind of human security often drive my 
superstitions. To quote Helen Keller: 
“Security is mostly a superstition. It 
does not exist in nature, nor do the 
children of men as a whole experience 
it. Avoiding danger is no safer in the 
long run than outright exposure. Life is 
either a daring adventure or nothing.” 

Hmmm! It would seem that me and 
the bull rider need to break the supersti- 
tion cycle and get on with enjoying the 
ride, or in Keller’s words, the adventure. 
And superstition is really an ever-deep- 
ening enslaving cycle. I think that was 
the Apostle Paul’s point when he was 
teaching the Colossians about supersti- 
tion and speaking against the false apos- 
tles that were promoting superstition as 
kind of add-on to Christian faith. Paul 
wrote: “If you have died with Christ to 
the elementary principles of the world, 
why, as if you were living in the world, 
do you submit yourself to decrees, such 
as, Do not handle, do not taste, do not 
touch!” (Col. 2:20-21) Commenting 
on these verses John Calvin wrote: 
“(Paul) most admirably describes the 
progress of false apostles. The way in 
which superstition begins is this: they 
forbid not only to eat, but even to chew 
gently; after they have obtained this, 
they forbid even to taste. This also being 
yielded to them, they deem it unlawful 
to touch even with the finger.” 

A day at the rodeo watching bull 
riders and bulls ended up teaching 
me a deep spiritual principle. Like 
religious legalism, not only is supersti- 
tion a dangerous, seductive and capti- 
vating cycle that is in opposition to a 
liberating Christian faith, it ends up 
rendering one captive to the bull. 

End note: At the end of this partic- 
ular day the score was bulls 10, bull 
riders O. @ 


Rev. David Webber is a contributing editor 
to the Record. He is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry. 


ECCLESIASTICAL 


INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE LN 


For tailored insurance coverages, 
dedicated risk management expertise, 


and empathetic claims response, you 
can count on Ecclesiastical Insurance. 
We seek to advise and protect those 
who enrich the lives of others. That is 
why Ecclesiastical is the first-choice 
specialist insurer for faith and 
retirement communities, education 
facilities, registered charities 
and unique properties. 
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FOR THE 
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Faith is about leaving things completely to God. BY DAVID WEBBER 


e young cowboy looked like 
death warmed over. His face was 
pale, his eyes sunken into black 

holes, his walk revealing constant pain 
and his facial expression locked some- 
where between terror and dread. That’s 
not what made him stand out though. 
Lots of rodeo cowboys look just like that, 
particularly before getting on their ride. 
What made this guy stand out were his 
superstitious incantations, which made 
him a bull rider. 

Most bull riders go through a series 
of incantations in word and deed, prior 
to sitting down onto their bull for their 
eight-second ride through hell. They 
usually show up early, which seems to 
me odd because the bull riding is always 
the last event of any rodeo. This fella 
began by putting his riggin’ bag at a 
particular spot against the chute fence. 
He then emptied it and placed each 
item in meticulous order. First came 
his boots, followed by his spurs, chaps, 
leather gloves and his bull rope. Next he 


50 Presbyterian Record 


fussed with spacing each item just the 
right distance apart as he placed them 
on the ground. When he had every- 
thing just right he began to pace back 
and forth covering the whole width of 
the area behind the chutes. His pacing 
was slow and methodical, almost like 
he was counting each step. Each time 
he paced past his bucking riggin’ he 
would adjust each item on the ground 
again, presumably to make sure it was 
in just the right spot. Then he would 
mutter a few words, cross himself and 
continue the procedure. This went on 
for at least a couple of hours, through 
the other rodeo events which he seemed 
to ignore. 

After the last go-round of calf roping, 
the bull rider stopped his pacing and 
began to put on each item of his gear. 
Again, the order was meticulous and 
methodical. First came boots, then the 
spurs, the gaudy coloured rodeo chaps 
and then the leather riding gloves. Next 
came the rosining of the bull rope and 
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working it in with the riding glove, 
which was accomplished with the 
meticulous care of a concert violinist 
tending to his bow. And then a series 
of simulated rides, one hand grabbing 
the imaginary bull rope, the other, the 
balance hand, lifted high in rodeo rider 
fashion. Each simulated bull jump was 
accomplished in a kind of slow motion 
dance that looked like it was choreo- 
graphed by a cross between Michael 
Jackson and a tai chi master. About that 
time, the bull was run into the chutes 
to be rigged for the ride. Certain words 
were said, the man crossed himself 
again and began dressing the bull for 
the show. 

I thought all this strange until I real- 
ized that most of the other bull riders 
were doing very similar things. Not one 
of them spoke to the other; each was 
in his own head. However, it became 
clear that there was much more than 
mental preparation going on. What I 

continued on page 49 
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The world is changed by loving one person 
at a time. Just one. BY ELIZABETH MCWEENY 


he idea of the shrinking “humanitarian 

space” for refugees is acommon theme 

in international discussions about 
refugee issues. I prefer to call the condition 
our shrinking humanitarian heart. Like other 
heart diseases it sneaks up on us without 
notice until one day it hits us hard. Our 
humanitarian heart has been in a sad condi- 
tion for a while, but after Sept. 11, 2001, we 
got a real picture of its shrinkage. 

Humanitarian space refers to the symbolic 
amount of room we have for people in need. 
It is influenced by the laws and practices 
of states that provide a safe place to rebuild lives for those 
who have fled persecution, war, human rights abuses and 
natural disasters. Compassionate, humanitarian hearts beat 
in people who encourage their governments to provide safe 
havens. Canada has long been recognized for its generosity 
towards refugees and Canadians like to think we are good 
at welcoming the stranger. The reality is somewhat different. 

Terrorist attacks and subsequent rhetoric that often 
equate refugees with terrorists have provided the perfect 
backdrop for growing xenophobia and racism. Fear 
mongering has incited governments, including Canada, 
to reinforce borders and limit civil liberties in the name of 
security. In Fortress Europe, boats are turned back onto the 
high seas to capsize their human cargo. At airports abroad, 
Canadian personnel refuse entry to people seeking refuge in 
Canada. We are building perimeter fences around compas- 
sionate responses to our brothers and sisters who are living 
and dying in fear and pain. 

Two million have fled Iraq, millions are suffering unspeak- 
able horror in Darfur, a million more Afghan refugees languish 
in insecurity and poverty in Pakistan and Iran. The list goes 
on. But let’s remember Mother Teresa spoke about how we 
can change lives one person at a time. She was right. 

Canada has an agreement with the United States that 
allows us to refuse entry to people coming via the States to 
seek protection as refugees in Canada. Every day desperate, 
frightened families are turned back at our Canada-U.S. border 
crossings. The American authorities pick them up and many 
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are put in detention. Not only is this against 
our international agreements on refugee 
protection, it also places women, children and 
men in real danger of being returned from the 
States to torture and persecution in the coun- 
tries from which they have fled. Can we really 
allow Canada to support the United States in 
this rendition? 

War has a nasty habit of fragmenting fami- 
lies. Most of us have trouble imagining what 
it must be like to run for your life. I cannot 
conceive of any reason for leaving my chil- 
dren behind. But I know mothers and fathers 
who have been forced to do just that. The pain on their faces 
reflects the agony they wake up to everyday that they are 
separated from their children. Canada takes many months 
to process the applications for these children. Sometimes, 
through no fault of their own, the children are refused by 
Canada and can never be reunited with their parents. Some die 
waiting. Surely, we can change this situation by demanding 
a humanitarian response from our government and refusing 
to allow bureaucratic red tape to excuse us? Reuniting chil- 
dren with their parents who are separated by war and terror 
is changing lives one family at a time. 

Presbyterians are changing the lives of refugees through 
the private sponsorship program with Presbyterian World 
Service & Development, and also by supporting the advocacy 
work of the Canadian Council for Refugees. We may never be 
able to help the millions of people suffering around the world, 
but as Mother Teresa said best, “I never look at the masses as 
my responsibility; I look at the individual. I can only love one 
person at a time—just one, one, one. So you begin.” 

So we, too, can begin. 

Humanitarian hearts can change laws and policies too. 
With one voice at a time, we can speak out against the fear 
and xenophobia that closes borders, reduces aid and silences 
diplomatic peace building. Humanitarian hearts enlarge 
humanitarian space. 


Elizabeth McWeeny is the President of the Canadian Council 
for Refugees. 
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That Prairie Spirit 

Let, meéssay “up. front: «Iam ‘nota 
member of the Presbyterian Church. 
My lifetime experiences with various 
churches have been less than positive, 
leaving me to seek my own private 
path to faith. I have to confess, 
however, that every now and again 
someone that brings a new light to 
organized faith surprises me. 

I have recently come across such 
a person, a minister in small town 
Saskatchewan, who radiates his faith 
and peace to such an extent that even 
the erstwhile believers such as myself 
can’t help but feel his power of faith. 
His name is Jonathon Kwon, minister 
at Trinity, Grenfell and he has made 
enough of an impact on my family 
that I feel compelled to share that 
story with others. 

My grandparents have long been 
members of the church, its choir and 
its organizing committees. Their quiet 
faith has been one of the cornerstones 
of their lives. Out of love and respect 
for them, whenever we came to visit 
from our Alberta home, and had the 
opportunity to go to church with 
them, we did so. Our joy in that task 
has always been their happiness, not 
in the church or its message. 

I do not know much about Kwon 
and his background, except that he 
and his family are from Korea and 
they continually sponsor students 
from Korea to Canada. Since arriving 
about a year ago, their little group 
have become the talk of the town; 
involved both in the community at 
large as well as taking charge of the 
congregation. The students have 
become an integral part of the choir 


with beautiful voices singing in either 
English or Korean. 

What I do know about Kwon is 
that he is a dedicated minister to his 
congregation. He walks the walk of 
faith and love; he demonstrates it 
with every action. His kindness and 
care for his congregation is plainly 
apparent in all he does, and not just 
in what he says Sunday mornings. 

Our family suffered a terrible loss 
in 2006, just before Christmas, when 


| have to confess, however, that 
every now and again someone that 
brings a new light to organized 
faith surprises me 


my beloved grandmother was diag- 
nosed with terminal cancer and then 
left us within days. She had not been 
feeling well most of the fall and Jona- 
thon, with his students in tow, made 
a number of visits to pray and sing to 
her, both at home and in the various 
hospitals. She loved music and the 
joy it gave her to have them come 
and sing a few songs uplifted her 
spirit for days. When she came to the 
hospital in Regina for the last time, 
they made several visits to her in the 
space of a few days, driving the full 
90 minutes to Regina just to sing to 
her. They were there on the day she 
passed and I know it made a differ- 
ence in the quiet transition she made 
to God later that day. 

A few weeks later was Christmas and 
the best gift of the season was when 
Jonathon, his family and_ students 
came into the farmyard with lighted 
candles and began singing carols. They 
sang only three and it took usa few » 
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ee Pontius’ Puddle 


EVEN THOUGH TENSIONS BETWEEN 
EAST AND WEST ARE WANING, WE MOST 
CONTINOE OUR MILITARY GOILDOP TO 
GOARD AGAINST A NEW ENEMY WE 
NOW WAVE, REASON TO FEAR, 


ON 


THE BILLIONS OF PEOPLE 
WORLDWIDE WHOSE HONGER 
AND POOR HEALTH COULD 
HAVE BEEN PREVENTED 
HAO WE NoT WASTED 
RESOURCES WITH A 


MILITARY BOILBUP [N 


THE FIRST PLACE. 


moments to discover the source of the 
amazing music. Once finished, they 
dashed off to the next house, the next 
farm, driving around all that Christmas 
Eve, bringing their gift of song to most 
everyone in their congregation. It 
moved us to tears and it is a Christmas 
gift I will always treasure. 

Jonathon and his group quietly 
go about their business, keeping 
their congregational family together, 
supported and loved. The people of 
Trinity, Grenfell are blessed to have 
him, his family and extended family. 
Thank you, Rev. Kwon and your 
wonderful, smiling troupe of student 
singers for all you have done for my 
family. 

PAULA POLMAN, EDMONTON 


Different but still Neighbours 
I’ve always struggled with the idea 
that there is only one way to serve 
God, and that is the Christian way. 
As a Jew, Christ surely followed the 
Ten Commandments, but he also 
gave us a new, golden one to live by 
which tells us to love our neighbour 
as our Self. Well, my neighbours, like 
his at the time, represent many races 
and religions. They are different from 
me, but they are my brothers and 
my sisters. We are one, because God 
created us all. 

C.S. Lewis writes in Mere Christi- 
anity, “Is it not frightfully unfair that 
this new life should be confined to 
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people who have heard of Christ and 
been able to believe in Him? But the 
truth is God has not told us what His 
arrangements about the other people 
are. We do know that no man can be 
saved except through Christ; we do 
not know that only those who know 
Him can be saved through Him.” 

FAYE LIPPITT, CALGARY 


What about Knox? 
Re Calvin at 500, June. 
I don’t remember the 
cinquo-centenary of 
John Knox being cele- 
brated. Knox was my 
‘LieoOretical e parent: 
and of more signifi- 
cance to Scotland and 
by extension to North 
America since so many 
Scottish divines came 
to spread the Word 
since the 16th century, 
taking up positions in 
various churches and 
colleges. 

Amongst tutors who 
most affedted Calvin 
and Knox, John Mair 
(1467-1550) was the 
‘main man.’ Coming 
from Haddington, 
Scotland, he tutored 
Knox at St. Salvatore’s 
College (founded 1411) 
in St. Andrews where 


he was provost. Mair, after a move to 
Glasgow University (1451) where he 
was principal for five years, moved to 
Paris where as professor of theology he 
lectured Calvin as well as greats such 
as Loyola and Rabelais. 

However, as the basic Calvin- 
istic reforms took place there was 
a slow trend towards Knox’s type 
of reform, which approved of a less 
harsh message and less harsh disci- 
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pline. After many years a Moderate 
Party came into existence during the 
Scottish enlightenment era and came 
to dominate the General Assemblies 
much to their betterment. 

Note that Knox did not flee his 
country when the going got rough 
(he was a Roman Catholic until the 
age of 40) nor did he send anyone 
to the stake. It is recorded however 
that he spent two years at the galleys 
for his heretical preaching as punish- 
ment. There are hundreds of portals 
in churches and colleges bearing the 
name of Knox. 

FREDERIC FORSYTH, BARRIE, ONT. 


Applauding Change 

I just wanted to congratulate you 
and your staff on the July/August 
issue. It was uplifting. Finally, I am 
hearing the word “change” spoken 
out loud. The moderator seems 
intent on taking this on as a chal- 
lenge. It pulled at the heartstrings of 
this disillusioned former Presbyterian 
elder who now takes up pew space at 
the local Baptist Church. 

I don’t have a point of contact 
with Presbyterian clergy anymore 
(my former church remains vacant 
and no doubt always will) so I was 
hoping you would pass on to Rev. 
Cheol Soon Park my admiration of 
his task. Not only that, but I would 
like to say: “Here I am!” I would 


be glad to offer my service to the 
PCC anywhere I can promote bibli- 
cally inspired “change” in the church 
of Jesus Christ. I feel like a Presby- 
terian outsider now, but God knows 
that I love His church, and that I have 
a passion to see all people invited to 
meet Jesus; even in the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. 

I think this gentleman may need 
all the supporters he can get. I know 
first-hand how difficult change is 
for small town Presbyterians in my 
locale. I suspect there are more loca- 
tions across the country who will 
also be less than impressed. 

CAROL ANN KEYS, VIA EMAIL 


Hope Appears 
I was sad to read that Richard Fee’s 
heart was “scrapped;” however, there 
seems to be hope in that he appears 
to be doing well without it. 
I continue to enjoy the Record. 
W. VOORT, WINNIPEG 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2008 


Corrections 

Dave Kettle is not the first Presby- 
terian to head the chaplaincy. You 
can read more about that on our 
website. 


Also on our website 
A remembered history off the PCC 
on P.E.I. @ 
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Urgently 
Needed Items 


ase | 


Please help us as we are in most 
urgent need of the following 
items to serve our friends at 

Evangel Hall Mission. 


Drop offs are welcome between 
9 am to 4 pm Monday to Friday 


Clothing 
New T-shirts 
Socks and Underwear and Boots 


Personal Necessities 
Shampoo and Conditioner 
Disposable Razors, Deodorant, 
Sunscreen, Feminine Products, 
Lip Balms, Toothpaste and 
Toothbrushes, Individual 
packages of Tissues 


Food and Utensils 
Powdered Juice, Powdered Milk, 
Sugar, Baking Supplies, 
Coffee (not instant) 

Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 
Eggs, Cheese, 
Aluminum Takeout Containers 
Paper Plates, Plastic Cups, 
Forks and Spoons 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON MS5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 
Fax (416) 504-8056 


www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR 0001 
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People ». Places 


To make People & Places submissions: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca. 
Please visit the monthly PnP page at www.presbyterianrecord.ca for more. 


For its 154th anniversary 
service, the session of Knox, 
Wallaceburg, Ont., led the 
worship. Supply preacher 
Rev. David Maxwell (at 

the cake with long time 
member Fred Hubert) 
spoke about his recent 

trip to Peru. Then he and 
Margaret Maxwell (they're 
related by ring) sang their 
own compositions Each 
Step | Take and Got Any 
Rivers. And that beautiful 
cake was made by elder 
Cheryl Babcock. Make your 
reservations now for the 
155th anniversary Sunday! 


These six people—Jean Day, Myrtle Bennett, Margaret 
Carrington, Harold Culham, Lydia Olson, and Russell Tilt— 
represent 153 years of service to Richmond Hill, Ont., as elders. 
With the introduction of term service in 2006, the six have 
decided to retire from active session. 


Braeside, St. Albert, 
Alberta, celebrated 
Tartan Day in April 
with 23 folks decked 
out in their favourite 
clans. Rev. Connie 
Lee's (rear, right) 
Scottish roots are 
not particularly deep 
but she is willing to 
overcome that with a 
Royal Stewart tam. 
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The last time Joseph MacLachlan was seen in these 
| pages was when he had convinced the Record’s Amy 
| Sedlezky to change her last name. Well, he’s got another 
woman in his life, Maya, who will also declare the 
| MacLachlan colours. These three neo-Scots are doing 
| well and in no rush to bring the new mom's byline back 
to this publication. 


Anthony Chgahno, a member of the Chippewas of Nawash 
First Nation, Cape Croker, led worship at Knox, Kincardine, 
Ont., for National Aboriginal Day in June. Pictured: 
Chagahno and Rev. Susan Samuel. 


On our website: 
A stunning sunset in Penatanguishine. A new sound 


system in Argyle. Angels, Lambs, Caterpillars and Butterflies People and Places entries published in the magazine are chosen throu- 
in Gale. Caven, Bolton has Family Sunday at Evangel Hall. gh a monthly lottery. However, many submissions prove themselves 
An annual women’s retreat at Camp Douglas. Another unpublishable on a technical level. Every effort is made each month 
annual tradition—celebrating grads—in Campbell River. by the PnP Editor to get better photos—not too dark, not too light, with 
High Tea in Puslinch. Cake of the Month in Stayner. ample digital information. Before submitting please read the essay How 


To Submit Photos In A Digital Age found on the People and Places page of 
www.presbyterianrecord.ca. 


And, a magnificent new sign in West Vancouver. 


October 2008 | Presbyterian Record 9 


4 


SPOTLIGHT 


6 @ e 
M ission to Ind la: Laura Roberts (Rosedale, Toronto), Raquel Ramos (St. Andrew and St. Paul’s, Montreal), Cecilia 
Lu and Jenny So (Chinese, Mississauga) were among nine young people who participated in this year’s Youth in Mission trip. 
They visited the Bhil Fields and met Pauline Brown, as well as village health workers supported by PWS&D. 


Lam proud of partnerships 


BELLA LAM is leaving Presbyterian World Service and Devel- 
opment after five years as the Africa and Middle East program 
co-ordinator. 

PWS&D “has grown a lot” over the past five years, she 
says. Programming has expanded, especially in the after- 
math of the tsunami and other natural disasters during 
which many international partnerships were developed. 
Several of its most prominent programs, including the 
Word Without AIDS campaign, began shortly after Lam ar- 
rived at national offices. “I’m really proud of the way the 
whole denomination pulled together with World Without 
AIDS. And the way partners have stepped up to the plate.” 

According to Ken Kim, staff director of PWS&D, partner- 
ship is key to the organization’s work. Ties with partners are 
important, he said, “but partnership is a two-way street” 
and sustainability is integral to long-term success. “It’s not 
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enough to simply build a well,” 
Kim said, the local community 
must be involved as an equal 
partner in all aspects of the 
project, and must be educated 
and able to sustain that project 
without continual assistance. 
He was quick to add that while it is important to maintain 
ties with partners, the organization looks forward to the 
day when it is not needed anymore. 

“We very much see ourselves as providing tools,” Lam said. 
“We’re helping our partners to be in the driver’s seat more.” 

Kim said the new co-ordinator “will help us discern 
what to do as a faith based organization to deal with part- 
ners, both church and non-church groups, and to tackle 
issues that are very complex.” —CPurvis & 


Ken Kim and Bella Lam 
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Poverty focus 


A week to reach Millenium Goals. By CONNIE PURVIS 


CONGREGATIONS and _ individuals 
can help to reach the United Nations 
Millennium Development Goals by 
participating in the Week to End 
Poverty (Oct. 12-19) through prayer, 
education and communication with 
members of parliament. Events can 
be registered at www.standupagainst- 
poverty.org. 

It is a form of symbolic action, 
Stephen Allen, associate secretary of 
Justice Ministries and a member of 
KAIROS’ board of directors, told the 
Record. “If you never reflect on some- 
thing as a part of your reality, it doesn’t 
exist.” The campaign incorporates 
World Food Day on October 16, the 
United Nations International Day for 
the Eradication of Poverty on October 


17 and Trade Week of Action. 

Among the United Nations Millen- 
nium Development Goals is a com- 
mitment to “reduce the proportion 
of people affected by extreme poverty 
and hunger” by half by 2015. Canada 
is a signatory. 


“If you never reflect on 
something as a part of your 
reality, it doesn’t exist” 


With the general election on the 
horizon, voters have an opportunity 
to engage with these issues, said Al- 
len. “People should feel comfortable 
raising issues of poverty with the par- 
ties, either when they come knocking 
on the door or at all candidates’ meet- 
ings.” Ask candidates what 
their party’s position is on 
poverty reduction, he sug- 
gested, and ask if they have 
a set timeline to achieve 
their goals. Although he 
recognized that “it won’t 
happen overnight,” Allen 
said commitment to some- 
thing over five years—even 
if that commitment is only 
80 per cent fulfilled—is 
still a step in the right di- 
rection. 

KAIROS’ resources are 
available on kairoscanada. 
org; they focus on the root 
causes of poverty and en- 
courage long-term eradi- 
cation rather than short- 
term solutions. Additional 
resources can be attained 
from Justice Ministries at 
national offices. 

According to standu- 
pagainstpoverty.org, last 
year’s event set a new re- 
cord with 43.7 million par- 
ticipants worldwide. = 


Does the word “lap” 
conjure up warm thoughts 
of having a child sitting 
with you to read a story, 
sing a song, or do finger 
play games? 
™ t Flora House, LAPP — 

_ Learning and Play 
£7 Program is held once a 
week for children ages 1-4 and 
their caretaker (mother, father, 
grandmother, etc.). 
Many of the families 
have faced so many 
difficulties over the 
generations that 
they never learned 
how to play with 
and nurture their 
children. They are being guided in 
this process with a non-threatening, 
uncritical, affirming atmosphere. 
There are bags containing a 
few books and small toys for the 
families to take home to help 
reinforce what they have learned. 
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WICM 


Your contribution to WICM 
helps pay for support staff, 
LAPP-at-home bags, and a 
nutritious snack. 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 
Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 


P. 0. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4A7 


Flora House 204-586-5494 
Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 
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NEWS 


A Person of Integrity 


Margaret Henderson retires. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


MARGARET HENDERSON, administrator, 
teacher and preacher’s kid, has spent 
her life serving the Presbyterian Church, 
and retired last month from her posi- 
tion as senior administrator of Ministry 
and Church Vocations. She had worked 
at national offices for 33 years. 

“The extraordinary way that she 
has served in her position has helped to 
shape the entire work of the ministry 
office,” said Rev. Daniel Cho on behalf 
of the Life and Mission Agency during 
a moment of appreciation at this year’s 
General Assembly. “We thank God for 
Marg and for her work, and we pray 
that God will bless her as she enters the 
next phase of her life and ministry.” 

Henderson started in 1975 in the 
newly established Board of Ministry, 
and her involvement has been wide- 
spread. “In my own work there have 
been three areas that have given me 
much satisfaction,” Henderson said in 
her farewell speech. “The circulation of 
Women’s Perspectives (a place to explore 
issues that are of concern to women), 
the Women in Ministry Committee 
(which seeks to support women in 
leadership in the church and encour- 
age networking), and the guidance 
conference (a place where candidates 
are challenged and encouraged in their 
journey to ministry).” 

She has also supported the work of 
the Order of Diaconal Ministries and the 
Committee on Continuing Education. 

Her church involvement began 
at birth, and developed throughout 
her youth and adulthood. She grew 


Tom Gemmell and Jean Armstrong. 


up in the southern Ontario towns of 
Hillsdale, Walkerton, and Woodstock 
where her father served as a Presby- 
terian minister. In her youth, she at- 
tended Camp Kintail and participated 
in the Presbyterian Young People’s So- 
ciety. Prior to joining national offices, 
she spent eight years teaching grades 
six and seven in west Toronto. She has 
long served as elder at St. Andrew’s 
Humber Heights, Toronto, and is cur- 
rently the clerk of session. 

At the farewell ceremony at nation- 
al offices, her brother Rev. John Hen- 
derson, described her as “a person of 
integrity. A person who forged strong 
friendships and nurtured them over 
long periods of time. A person who is 
loyal and kind. A person who was or- 
ganized, meticulous and thorough. 
A person with a healthy sense of hu- 
mour, and who introduced clowning 
to her nieces and nephews. A person of 
gentle spirit and a very generous heart. 
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Associate secretary Susan Shaffer with Margaret Henderson and former secretaries 
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A woman who practices the art of hos- 
pitality. A woman of deep faith who 
puts her faith in actions in such things 
as prison visiting. Yet also a woman of 
the world who enjoys theatre and the 
arts. A woman of deep spirituality who 
is renewed and replenished in her spiri- 
tual retreats and journaling.” 

Henderson told the Record she will 
miss her colleagues at national offices 
and also the sense of connection with 
the church which came from working 
at the hub of the PCC’s activities. But 
she suggested that retirement would 
not mean an end to her involvement. 

Jeffery Crawford, who worked with 
Henderson for several weeks prior to 
her retirement, has replaced her in the 
Ministry and Church Vocations office. 
“She’s indeed a wonderful teacher,” 
said Crawford. “I know that I have very, 
very big shoes to fill ... and it’s been a 
privilege to work with her these past 
few weeks.” 
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Vine Resources 


THE VINE HELPLINE, the PCC’s infor- 
mation and education network, has 
released a series of new resources for 
this fall. 

Living With Muslim Neighbours and 
Learning To Pray are two on-line youth 
programs now available for download. 
An ecology mission study entitled Part- 
ners: Living In God’s Creation is de- 
signed to help children think about liv- 
ing responsibly with the environment. 

The Vine encourages churches to 
subscribe to the new youth magazine, 
With: The Magazine for Radical Chris- 
tian Youth. The first issue features top- 
ics such as the 100-mile diet and teens’ 
reflections on divorce and blended 
families. The Vine and the PCC are not 
involved in the magazine. 

Two series of men’s breakfast Bi- 
ble study placemats, Religion May Be 
Hazardous To Your Heath and Leader- 
ship, written by John Congram, former 
editor of the Presbyterian Record, are 
now available by download or order 
through the Book Room. Each series 
contains studies, discussion questions, 
and “manly activities.” 

Three courses designed to equip 
teachers and leaders are available for 
free from Opening Doors to Disciple- 
ship—(www.openingdoorstodisciple- 
ship.com). Registration is required; 
the denominational log-in number is 
42596. The first two courses are avail- 
able now. The third will be available in 
December. 

Audio and visual resources include 
promotional DVDs for Canada Youth 
2009, The Vine, and Opening Doors to 
Discipleship. 

Denominational resources, from 
the Vine and elsewhere, are available 
at presbyterian.ca/resources or can 
be ordered through the Book Room. 
—CPurvis @ 
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PWS8D is actively working on development projects that strengthen 
marginalized communities through womens empowerment in India’s 
rural villages, tribal settlements and urban slums. 


Activities focus on ensuring nutritious food, literacy training, night 
tuition for children, access to credit for small business development 
and Skills training. 


New futures of self-sufficiency and opportunity are emerging. 


i want to help transform our world! 
Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 


Name: 


Address: 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D ¢ Call today to sign up for easy monthly giving 


Presbyterian World Service & Development 
50 Wynford Dr.. Toronto ON M3C 1J7 « 1-800-619-7301 * www.presbyterian.ca’/pwsd 
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NEWS 


Coping with Memories 


A residential school survivor describes her healing process. BY viv KETCHUM 


| SENT AWAY for my Common Experi- 
ence payment thinking I had been at 
a residential school for only a couple 
of years, but it was actually five years. 
I had blocked those memories out of 
my mind; the anger I had felt was at 
the loss of my childhood and the time 
away from my family. Time away from 
my father and mother. My siblings 
were at the same residential school, but 
I wasn’t allowed to be near them, or on 
the same floor. The wholeness and in- 
nocence of my childhood was stolen. It 
was an overwhelming sense of grief I 
was experiencing, shedding bitter tears 
over what I had lost in my life. 

This was a difficult time in my 
healing journey and it was about to 
get worse. That piece of paper and 
the money that soon came with it 
brought home the reality of what had 
happened to me at Cecilia Jeffery. My 
broken finger was visible proof of a 
beating by a staff member and I had 
nightmare flashbacks of my experi- 
ences. Thoughts of suicide came to me 
during the night. Suicide to escape the 
sheer pain of what was inside of me ... 
the emotional pain ... the emptiness 
inside ... echoes of homesickness even 
though I was an adult with children of 
my own. One night, I felt my room 
turning into my old dorm and I felt 
like I was pulled into the past. There 
was a small voice asking me why was 
I struggling so hard and why didn’t 
I just give in and join the others. This 
voice scared me and I talked to Rev. 
Margeret Mullen who told me she 
would pray for me. There was coun- 
seling available to survivors, which 
I made use of right away, and was giv- 
en a number for the 24-hour crisis line 
for residential school survivors. 

The counselor gave me some posi- 
tive ways to cope. The headaches eased 
up and I was feeling better emotion- 


14 Presbyterian Record 


ally. I took time 
off from work and 
school. My sisters 
and brother were 
also going through 
similar experiences. 
We had gone to 
the same _ residen- 
tial school and they 
were there longer 
then me. My fam- 
ily was coping with 
their experiences 
by drinking. My 
brother was taken 
twice to the hospital for alcohol poi- 
soning and one of my sisters came 
close to committing suicide. She told 
me the money was bringing back old 
memories that were very hard for her 
to deal with. She didn’t want to ask for 
help from any body, so I will wait and 
hope my family survives this stormy 
period. I had one brother, Andy who 
passed away two years ago waiting for 
this stage of the residential school set- 
tlement. I read the obituaries of friends 
and family in my home newspaper this 
past year. Many of them were under 50 
years of age. 

Yes, the money brought some com- 
fort during the holiday season last year, 
but it also opened old wounds that 
have yet to heal for many of us. My 
memories have not gone away; I have 
to deal with them. I want people to 
truly understand what life was like in 
residential schools and trying to live in 
its shadow as a grown adult. 


On June 11, I was very fortunate 
to witness the Apology to the Resi- 
dential School survivors. Maybe for 
some it was just a bunch of words spo- 
ken, but I heard the sincerity in their 
voices and saw the truth when the 
political leaders shook hands with the 
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Viv Ketchum’s copy of the official apology signed by PM 
Harper and National Chief Phil Fontaine. 


residential school survivors that are 
also our aboriginal leaders. There was 
a brief ceremony afterwards hosted 
by the government. Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper and National Chief 
Phil Fontaine signed an official apol- 
ogy. Again the aboriginal leaders spoke 
to the crowd that included Governor- 
General Michaélle Jean, Elijah Harper 
and Justice Harry S. Laforme. After- 
wards the Prime Minister shook hands 
with us residential schools survivors. 
Stories and pictures were shared with 
one another without the media wit- 
nessing it. Copies of the apology were 
handed out and I was able to have 
mine signed by Fontaine and Harper. 
Iam going to use the positive emotions 
and memories of that day to push away 
the nightmares that are overwhelm- 
ing me. It will help me move on in my 
healing process. & 


Vivian Ketchum works at Winnipeg In- 
ner City Missions, and is a member of 
the Healing and Reconciliation Advisory 
Committee for the Presbyterian Church. 
She hails from Wauzhushk Onigum 
(Rat Portage) First Nation near Kenora, 
Ont., and attended the PCC’s Cecilia Jef- 
frey Residential School. This is a memoir 
of her experiences—then and now. 
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Climate Change is Real — We need to do our part 
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_Canadian Ecu 
__ Justice Initiat 
_ Presents 


(arbon Sabbath Initiative 


A group process directed to help you understand 
and deal with how to: 


* Calculate Your Carbon Footprint 

* Commit to Personal Change 

« Reflect on the Links Between Climate and Justice 
* Advocate for Just and Sustainable Energy 


Learn How to Form a Group 
in Your Community! 


Come to a One-Day Training 
Workshop in Your Area! 


Sorrento, BC — Sorrento Retreat Centre — Nov. 1st 
Saskatoon, SK — Queen's House Renewal Centre — Nov. 15th 
Arnprior, ON — Galilee Retreat Centre — Nov. 29th 
Fredericton, NB — Wilmott United Church — Oct. 25th 


To register go to: 


www.kairoscanada.org 


Cost: Suggested donation of $10.00 to offset the cost of lunch 
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WORLD NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


The truth in testing 


ENiI—Rev. Mvume_ Dandala, general 
secretary of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches, got a personal HIV/AIDS test 
in September as part of his campaign 
encouraging mass voluntary testing 
throughout Africa. 

“| think more pastors should come for 
testing and not hide it,” said Dandala. “| 
am feeling greatly encouraged.” 

The AACC leader explained that AIDS 
is like other diseases and people do 
not have to die of it, as people who are 
HIV-positive are able to manage their 
lives through eating the right foods and 
receiving medication. 

“| urge the churches not to throw away 
people because they are infected, but to 
embrace them, to encourage them, to 
have them go to clinics, to help them to 
have something to eat, to help them to be 
strong,” said Dandala. 


Small is beautiful 


ENI—One of the world’s smallest nations, 
Tuvalu is slowly but surely sinking into 
the Pacific Ocean. Political and Church 
leaders want the world to join them in 
saving their nation of 12,000 people, and 
in doing so, save the world itself from the 
worst effects of climate change. 

Don’t Give Up On Us, is the plea to 
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the world by the head of the largest 
non-governmental organization in the 
country, the Christian Church of Tuvalu 
(Ekalesia Kelisiano Tuvalu). 

Rev.Tofina Falani,the church's president, 
says his country is “on the frontline of 
climate change, and the evidence is 
before our eyes.Words can't explain it, but 
lam so thankful to God for this 26 square 
kilometres and | don’t want to be forced 
by another power to leave this place.” 

Tuvalu is the world’s fourth smallest 
country, bigger only than the Vatican City, 
Monaco and Nauru. 


Sacred text diluted 


ENI—A special Bible published in India 
that seeks to place the Christian Scriptures 
within a local context has drawn mixed 
reactions, with some critics objecting to 
quotations from the sacred texts of other 
faiths in commentaries included in the 
Holy Book. 

The New Community Bible drew 
accolades from many Roman Catholic 
publications when it was published in 
June. Other Catholics, however, have not 
greeted the venture with enthusiasm. 
“In the commentaries, parallels are repe- 
atedly drawn with Hindu deities, Hindu 
religious texts and mythology, biblical 
incidents and personalities and Christian 
philosophies,” lamented Michael Prabhu, 
a Catholic based in Chennai. 

Complaints received state the 
commentaries amounted to diluting the 
uniqueness of Christian faith. 


Scandal of poverty 


ENI—African churches and international 
faith-based organizations meeting in 
Accra have urged governments to end 
“the scandal of poverty” by delivering 
aid that advances development and not 
placing unacceptable obligations on poor 
countries. “Aid must be judged by what it 
delivers on development,” Rev. Mvume 
Dandala said during the September 
High-Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness 
in the Ghanaian capital, which brought 


together more than 800 representatives 
of developing country governments and 
civil society organizations. 


Life more important 
than power 


ENI—Christian leaders in Thailand have 
called on churches to urge Thai authorities 
to deal peacefully with anti-government 
protests, following the declaration of a 
state of emergency after thousands of 
demonstrators took to the streets. 

“Churches should express to the ruling 
regime the need to deal with people in 
a peaceful way and not to use arms or 
weapons to crack down on unrest,” said 
Rev. Pradit Takerngrangsarit, president of 
the Payap University in Thailand.“Human 
rights and human life are the most 
important factors, rather than being in 
power based on the blood of the people.” 

Anti-government protests began in 
Thailand in August as supporters of the 
People’s Alliance for Democracy began 
a series of demonstrations urging the 
resignation of Prime Minister Samak 
Sundaravej. 


A prayer for the dreaded 


ENI—To boost morale and ease the 
Monday blues, the (Anglican) Church of 
England offered early morning commu- 
ters on September 1 a prayer published 
in a freesheet morning newspaper read 
by some 1.5 million who travel by train 
and subway on their way to work throu- 
ghout Britain. 

The prayer, contained in an adver- 
tisement paid for by the church, asks 
for God's help in dealing with everyday 
concerns of home and business life. The 
initiative is in response to a poll commis- 
sioned by the Church of England of some 
1,200 randomly-selected people which 
found that as the new season begins in 
the workplace and at home, one third 
expressed the wish to make a change in 
their lifestyle as they anticipated an extra 
busy period at work,a prospect which one 
in eight people said they “dreaded.” @ 
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days during the Montreal Film Festival, where I was 

a member of the Ecumenical Jury, I came away with 
only the most banal observation: People are people, every- 
where on the planet. 

Even the places where they live are similar: Norway’s 
Wolf and Rumba from Belgium were both set in neighbour- 
hoods that looked like North Bay, Ont., or Edmonton. 
Condo/apartments in Tokyo (Nobody To Watch Over Me) or 
Buenos Aires (Rain) looked just like ones in Toronto. 

In fact Rain had one of my favourite lines from my week 
of film festing: asked what folks do in B.A., the female protag- 
onist replies that Argentineans do what people do anywhere 
in cities, stay in, go out, grab a meal, a drink, go clubbing. 
And, as it turns out, the majority of scenes in the majority 
of movies took place over a table of food or a table of drinks. 
‘Cause that’s what people do when they socialize. 

And, so a dinner party in Rain looked like dinner parties 
in my family, with way too much food, platters and plat- 
ters of it, and lots and lots of warmth and friendship and 
conversation. Just like a dinner party in Mongolia (Nima’s 
Women) or even during the civil war in Serbia (The Tour). 

Of course the dishes were all different—when I retire it’ll 
be my life’s project to compile the million different ways 
humans cook chicken—and so, for the most part, was the 
way people dressed. But, there were as many similarities as 
differences and this banal thought (People are People) kept 
throbbing through my head all week. 

Take Nima’s Women, set in Mongolia, with people living 
in yurts, which are large permanent tents, herding sheep. 
That sounds exotic, different, a story of the other, but 
the plot has two daughters lying to their mother on her 
birthday because they don’t want her to be disappointed in 
them. The Mongolians’ sense of propriety and social mores 
makes Scandinavians and Anglo-Saxon Protestants seem 
effusive and emotionally open by comparison. 

Workplaces in Barcelona (Welcome to Farewell-Gutmann) 
look just like modern day workplaces—even the photo- 


A fter having watched 32 international movies over 10 
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Thirty-two movies later, 
that's all he’s learned. 
BY ANDREW FAIZ 


copier is where the photocopier should be. And parts of 
Quebec glimpsed in En Plein Coeur and The Necessities of Life 
looked just like the rest of Canada. It was shocking. 

The latter movie (en francais, Ce Qu’il Faut Pour Vivre) is 
the story of an Inuit from near Baffin Island who, in 1952, 
is forced to come to a Quebec City sanitarium because he 
has tuberculosis. It was in a way the most exotic movie 
I saw because it introduces Canadians to a part of their own 
culture and landscape. My favourite moment is early on 
when he is first brought to the hospital. Of all the strange 
and wonderful sights in Quebec, the one that excites his 
most is to see a mature tree. 


The Mongolian’s sense of propreity and 
social mores makes Scandinavians and 

Anglo-Saxon Protestants seem effusive 
and emotionally open by comparison 


And what are the necessities of life? Love, family, 
community. People are people, after all. Several of the 
movies had folks off on spiritual quests to find them- 
selves—Nowhere Man, Rain, En Plein Coeur, Four Chapters, 
The Stranger. How tiresome and boring the movie was, was 
in equal proportion to how well the protagonist was able to 
create or find love, family and/or community. 

I’m actually very disappointed in myself—I think of 
myself as a deeper thinker than this, and perhaps by next 
month I’ll have something really profound to say about my 
experience at the festival, but for now, I am left with only 
these banal thoughts: People and People and they crave 
Love, Family, Community. Don’t believe me? I got a list of 
32 movies proves otherwise. @ 


Andrew Faiz is the managing editor of the Presbyterian Record. 
The mandate for the Ecumenical Jury was to promote movies 
“that distinguish themselves not only by artistic merit but also 
by their exploration of the ethical, social and spiritual values 
that make life human.” 
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of Damascus still stands 
and its kilometres of narrow streets with overhanging balco- 
nies and street level shops is a strange and wonderful world. 
Some of the original gates to the city can still be seen and 
as one walks through Bab Touma, the Christian quarter, it 
is easy to imagine the adventures the Apostle Paul had in 
his day. My road to Damascus experience was less dramatic 
though full of blessings—but it was also a window into a 
tragedy of enormous proportions. 

In the spring of 2007, I worked with the United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees in Syria interviewing refu- 
gees and writing their stories of persecution—the reasons 
they had fled their countries. These reports were then 
submitted to countries of resettlement, such as the United 
States, Canada, Australia and others. Our hope was that 
they would all be accepted by one of these countries and 
the refugees could start new lives in safety. 
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In the five years since the invasion of Iraq by the mulTti- 
national forces, more than 2.4 million Iraqi refugees fled 
to the neighbouring countries of Jordan and Lebanon with 
the majority fleeing to Syria. Syria now hosts approximately 
1.4 million refugees and Damascus has received the vast 
majority, swelling its population by about 30 per cent. 

It is known as the Iraq refugee crisis and it is the largest 
urban caseload that the UN refugee agency has ever dealt 
with. There are no camps to shelter these refugees, except 
ones for Palestinians and these are located in the desert 
regions. For those who wish to register with the UN, the long 
wait in the hot sun is a reminder of all they have lost. Iraqis 
living in Syria are forbidden to work, even if they could find 
employment. Most have been living on savings which are 
vanishing. Some work in the underground economy. 

There is evidence that some women and young girls are 
being forced into prostitution and other forms of exploi- 
tation. Kids support their families by selling items on the 
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street. Few children go to school—unable to afford the fees 
and the schools have limited places. In a reversal of the usual 
situation, it is Iraqis inside Iraq who are sending money to 
sustain their family members in neighbouring countries, 
often risking their lives in the process. Of the 90,000 Iraqis 
who were registered with the UN when I left in July 2007, 
10,000 had cancer. 

Syria and Jordan have closed their borders, effectively 
imprisoning people inside Irag—people who have been 
wanting to flee. Syria and Jordan are carrying the burden of 
this crisis with little support from the international commu- 
nity. That includes Canada. 

Let me share a few stories. They are not extraordinary; in 
many ways they are typical. But for some reason they have 
stuck with me. I have changed names for the sake of privacy 
and security. 

Amad is a 40-year-old man of the Mandaean faith. 
Mandaeans are a minority and they have a particular rever- 


This page and others: Assorrted scenes from the 
Al-Tanf camp outside of Damascus, described by 
one observer as “a graveyard for the living.” 


ence for John the Baptist. They were persecuted under Sadd- 
am’s regime, and still are. Amad had owned a liquor store 
in Iraq, which was destroyed by a bomb. Following the loss 
of his shop, he went to work for a relative who was a gold- 
smith. He had not been married long when he took a walk 
one day with his wife and brother. They were recognized as 
Mandaeans and threatened by a gang. They turned and ran 
but his wife was not able to run fast 
enough and was shot dead. Amad 
and his brother fled to Syria. 


ON THE DAY | MET HIM, Amad 


had a protruding eye, which | 
learned was the result of a growing 
brain tumour. He was going blind and required the assis- 
tance of his brother and sister-in-law to manage daily > 
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BECAUSE OF WHAT HE 


HAD SUFFERED, AS SADLY SO MANY HAVE SIMILAR STORIES 


activities. He begged me to get his brother interviewed for 
resettlement. As family members do not automatically get 
interviewed, I asked him what had happened to his brother. 
I learned his brother had co-owned the liquor store, 
meaning he too had experienced persecution on the basis 
of his profession and fit the refugee convention definition. 
Amad’s story does not stand out because of what he had 
suffered, as sadly so many have similar stories. I remember 
him because he had been dealing with a life threatening 
illness for years with no treatment because nothing was 
done for Iraqis until recently, except to register them. 

This gentle man had carried into exile his burden 
of illness and the loss of his beloved, with no help from 
anyone. His disease was advanced. We immediately referred 
his case to Norway where medical cases are taken without 
interview, relying on the medical reports provided. After 
several weeks, the decision on resettlement came back: 
refused. No reasons given nor required. Did they believe 
he was too far advanced to make it worthwhile to perform 
the risky brain surgery? Who knows? When my colleague 
phoned him with the bad news, adding how sorry we were 
for the decision, he graciously replied that he knew we were 
doing all we could. 

I thank God that the Netherlands interviewed and 
accepted Amad and his brother, and he is there now. 

I remember leaving the room to see whether I could 
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find his brother’s file number and mentioning the dilemma 
to one of my co-workers who had worked with me as a 
translator for a short while. Nida, a Muslim, is one of the 
kindest and most professional women I have worked with 
and I shared in passing that I was worried Amad’s brother 
would not fit the criteria. When I returned later to say that 
his brother had co-owned the liquor store that had been 
bombed, meaning that he was eligible for resettlement, we 
simultaneously made the familiar thumbs-up “Yes!” sign. 


NINEWAH 

A YOUNG WOMAN AND HER 
BROTHER, both in their twen- 
ties, entered the interview room 
on a particularly hot afternoon. 
Their parents had left Iraq in 
2004, arrived in Canada to make 
a refugee claim and were accepted. Their younger sister 
was with them. Ninewah explained that her parents were 
now citizens but under Canadian law they were unable to 
be sponsored by their parents as they were over the age of 
22. For years they had been in Syria hoping for an inter- 
view. Ninewah added that her mother had cancer with only 
months to live. I told them to return with photographs and 
we would help complete the myriad extra forms that Canada 
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requires. I asked my supervisor if their cases could be accel- 
erated. Iam happy to report they are now in Canada, having 
arrived on the day their mother was scheduled for surgery. I 
pray this family has at least a little while together. 

There are countless horror stories that could be told. 
Some days I felt there was nothing new that I could hear— 
but there always was. How many more children would be 
kidnapped? Or a father killed in front of his child? How 
many more letters with a single bullet inside would be left 
on the doorstep? Or a streak of blood painted on the wall 
of a home? 

If I keep telling these stories, you might be moved for a 
time, but what then? 

How can we make sense of the brutality unfolding in 
Iraq? This was a once secular country, where intermarriage 
across faiths was possible. Neighbourhoods were mixed with 
people living side-by-side from diverse backgrounds. Kids 
played together and visited in each other’s homes. This was a 
country with a well-educated population—many Iraqis were 
obsessed with education, even venturing back into Iraq in 
spite of the danger so that their children could sit year-end 
exams and receive their diplomas. 

For me the biggest challenge is how to make sense of 
this horror in the context of faith. War is the breakdown of 
human community, the intentional dividing of the world 
into the weak and the strong. Those who provoke war believe 


their cause is just and noble, against foes that are evil or sub- 
human. Professional armies are not the only ones who fight 
warts; war empowers those with a desire to murder. 

Listening to the stories of Iraqis, it became apparent 
that people in certain neighbourhoods were being driven 
from their homes which were then occupied by families 
of another ethnic religious community. Sometimes it was 
the militias operating in that area that occupied the homes. 
Many people simply grabbed their documents and personal 
items and fled for their lives leaving all their belongings 
behind. There was no time to pack up. 

In situations like this, you relocate to where you have 
family or where trusted community members live. There is 
safety in numbers as the cliché goes. There is safety in being 
with those who identify themselves as you do. Your world 
is reduced to those who are just like you. 

Persistent fear destroys trust. The seeds of the current 
violence were sown by Saddam Hussein who relentlessly 
persecuted political enemies and groups that threatened his 
power. Now the violence is justified on religious grounds. 
Mixed marriage couples who have lived together happily for 
years are told to convert or to divorce the offending spouse. 
Threatened with death, it is hard to stand up to this. The 
tragedy is that in some cases one partner starts to believe this 
lunacy, or sometimes it is their family members who pres- 
sure them. Families may split or they flee the country as > 
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WHAT A RADICAL STATEMENT 
OF ETHICS: IF WE FAIL IN LOVE, 
WE FAIL IN ALL THINGS 


refugees in order to resist this fanaticism and stay together 
as a family. Imagine the effect this has on children. 

This is religious fundamentalism manipulated by crim- 
inal forces and Jesus speaks to this religious worldview. 

Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan is powerful. The 
Samaritan, considered by Jews as a religious heretic, the 
man of the wrong faith, sees a hurting human being on 
the ground. He does not see the person who will make him 
unclean and therefore unacceptable to God. The Priest and 
the Levite, on the other hand, the two men of the right 
faith, cross the road and walk by. Their religion will not 
permit them to stop. Jesus’ message here is incredibly 
simple, unbelievably beautiful and as difficult to put into 
action as anything we will ever have to do. 

Paul captures the simplicity, the beauty and the diffi- 
culty of Jesus’ message in 1 Corinthians 13. “And now faith, 
hope and love abide, these three, and the greatest of these 
is love.” He begins the next chapter: “make love your aim.” 
Not biblical inerrancy, not purity, nor obedience to holiness 
codes. Love. 

What a radical statement of ethics: if we fail in love, we 
fail in all things. 

One man and his family stand out as an example of 
Jesus’ compassion. Every day there were refugees who were 
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asked to come as standbys, in case there was a no-show 
among our scheduled interviews. It was mid-afternoon and 
the interviews were exhausting but an old woman, a couple 
and their child were sitting in the waiting room. The trans- 
lator working with me agreed to stay late and what unfolded 
stayed with us both for a long time. 

The tall, thin man had been a human rights advocate 
during the time of Saddam. His mother said Naim was a 
spokesperson for a human rights association which gave him 
a national profile. Eventually Naim was arrested, tortured 
and left to die in prison. For many months his family did 
not know where he was being held. His mother was a seam- 
stress for a distant relative of Saddam’s and this woman 
used her connections to find out where he was held. With 
a combination of bribes and a sympathetic officer, he was 
able to escape. He was almost dead from starvation and his 
wounds. At over two metres in height, he weighed less than 
60 kilos, about 130 pounds. He fled Iraq, landing in a Syrian 
refugee camp that he described as inhuman. He fled to 
Turkey and later Greece and learned both native languages. 
Naim worked with refugees, translating documents and 
interpreting during interviews. He also studied theology. 

Hearing of his father’s poor health, he decided to take 
his chances and return to Iraq. He started to work in the 
church as a deacon and he married. 

One day, armed masked men entered his Baghdad home 
and kidnapped his two-year-old daughter while his wife was 
alone at home. Later that day a ransom demand of $10,000 
was received by phone. As he tried to sell things and accumu- 
late the money, he suffered a massive heart attack and was 
hospitalized for several days. He was frantic with worry. 

After one week the ransom was exchanged and in a 
complicated drop-off and pick-up arrangement, Naim and 
his daughter were finally reunited. Shortly after the child’s 
release a car bomb destroyed her father’s car parked in front 
of the church. The church was likely the target but who 
could know for sure if this was not another tactic to intimi- 
date the community and make him leave? 

In Syria, Naim is a priest in the Assyrian church in the 
densely populated area of Damascus known as Saida Zeinab. 
Towards the end of the interview, when I was explaining 
that his case would be submitted to the United States, he 
expressed concern about leaving Syria. He said 2,000 people 
in the church were counting on him. He spoke of the needs 
among the refugees. Later I learned that this church, known 
as Ibrahim Khalil, was not only providing spiritual nour- 
ishment but also real food to hundreds of refugee families: 
Christians, Muslims, Mandaeans; anyone who needed it. 
He felt that leaving would be abandoning the people. 

How can we do any less? @ 


Rev. Glynis Williams is director of Action Refugies, which is 
supported by the PCC’s Canada Ministries. 
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Someone else has turmed the TV on, or there’s a book 
that’s just begging to be read, or maybe it’s just tempting to 
sit and stare at nothing for a while. Surely, we rationalize, 
we’re allowed some down time in our busy lives. 

Then again, we’re not always lazy when we procrasti- 
nate. Personally, I find an upcoming math exam is the best 
incentive to get my English reading done. Paperwork, simi- 
larly, has cleaned many a house. And if you’ve ever had 
cause to practice the declension of Latin nouns, you will 
not be surprised to learn that while my grammar may be 
shaky sometimes, my research assignments are done weeks 
in advance. Isn’t it so much nicer to talk about what we’ve 
accomplished than about what we haven’t? 

Sometimes, of course, it turns out we’ve accomplished 
nothing in a day. But that’s all right, because we’ve worked 
very hard to ensure that tomorrow will be successful. Our 
pencils are all perfectly sharpened. Our work area is re-orga- 
nized. Our notes have been copied out, summarized and 
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highlighted in order of importance. My own reluctance to : 
study Latin and math resurfaced one week in the form of 
five colours of sticky notes which decorated textbooks in = 


the name of navigational ease. They’re actually very useful, 


but even as I carefully cut and labelled them a voice nagged : 


at my mind: This is not what you should be doing. 


So what should I be doing? My mom tells me university j 
is a uniquely selfish time in a person’s life, when we get © 


to pick our own courses and keep our own schedule. She 
says that’s a good thing. The voice in my head disagrees. It 
wants to know how | can take time for pleasure when there’s 
studying to do. Even more than that, it wants to know if my 
studying is serving anyone but myself. Maybe my forays 
into academia are only yet another form of procrastination, 
a way to put off getting a job, taking on responsibilities, 
doing some good in the world. 

I really do want to do some good in the world. 

I had hoped that being a Christian would be some help 
in this situation, but it only seems to complicate matters. In 
addition to everything my professors require, I have been 
given the general assignment of loving my neighbour. No 
word count. No due date. No grading criteria. Just love. How 
to prioritize? Do I worry about work or the great commis- 
sion? Believe me, I’ve tried. And after hours of puzzling, 
I came up with just one thing: This is not what you > 
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should be doing. 

And maybe the voice is right this time. It seems reason- 
able that I shouldn’t waste time just to worry about how 
I spend my time. If I’m going to squander brain power, I 
might as well use it on math. Who knows—it might even 
help me do some good someday. Somehow. I’m an opti- 
mist. And as such, I’m sure there’s some message hidden in 


this bout of self-examination. Maybe about doing what we 
can with the time we have. 

Which makes me a little ashamed to admit I wrote this 
to avoid an English essay. = 


Erin Woods is a regular contributor to the Record. She is in her 
second year of university. 
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Dear Erin, 

Welcome to Academia! You’ve found the right place 
for procrastination. There’s even a name for it: “Student 
Syndrome.” Like most of us engaged in studies, there’s too 
much to do and too many deadlines to meet. It’s an old 
story—Kierkegaard tells of the student who prepared for 
the intensive fall semester by taking the summer off. Some- 
thing like the temperance worker whose incentive was a 
bottle of wine per day. 

Psychologists, like most analysts, are divided on its 
causes. Some tell us it’s a form of anxiety, others it’s just 
sloth. It’s the result of perfectionism—or of low self-esteem. 
It’s a workaholic affliction, or maybe not. So really, you’re 
on your own. Of course, there’s time management, self-help 
books, and techniques of planning and performance. But 
let’s face it, it’s human nature to let tomorrow (crastinus) 
take care of itself. Composing essays or books is a daunting 
task—the trick is knowing when to quit research and start 
writing. One author said wisely, “You never finish a book, 
you just abandon it.” 

Students face the dilemma of demanding course loads 
and attractive extracurricular activities. Know something? 
So do professors. There’s always more to read for our disci- 
plines, and new demands for extra time. So there’s a “Teacher 
Syndrome” too. (After a lifetime in academia I’ve learned at 
last to accept my limitations, making do with a few good ques- 
tions to ponder and some tentative answers until I get to the 
heavenly Common Room where Truth will stand revealed.) 

Now since we’re both Christian maybe the problem lies 
elsewhere. The so-called “Calvinist work ethic” for instance— 
there’s a happy thought! Although no Calvinist, John Wesley 
said: “Gain all you can and save all you can, that you may 
give all you can.” That’s heavy going, too serious a world- 
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Each day has enough 
troubles, so rejoice, always. 
BY JOSEPH MCLELLAND 


view for most of us. But you don’t have to be a perfectionist 
to recognize the truth in this approach. We believe that we 
are here by divine intention, to fulfill a role in “mending the 
world” as the Jewish saying goes. Here is the classic Reforma- 
tion idea of vocation or “calling.” Luther was strong on it, 
and Calvin: “The Lord commands us, in all the actions of 
life, to regard our vocation ... a post assigned us by the Lord, 
that we may not wander about in uncertainty all our days.” 

Oh, oh, I’ve just laid another burden on you, sorry! BUT: 
it’s actually an easy yoke because Christ’s work among us 
was to take away work out of work and make it play. It took 
me a while to get this—one of my first books was The Other 
Six Days, about work and property. Later I tried to balance 
it with The Clown and the Crocodile, about our calling to be 
the world’s comedians faced with the monstrous (croco- 
dilian-Leviathan) face of evil. Those demands that make 
you procrastinate can be arranged as penultimate matters 
because the ultimate truth is Good News. 

So: Relax, Erin, each day has enough trouble (Jesus) so 
you might as well rejoice always (Paul). “What do you have 
that you did not receive?” Surely the answer is, “Nothing, 
that’s why life’s so funny!” So begin each day with nothing 
(a sort of Christian Zen?), and accept its tasks with a light 
heart and open mind. That’s your vocation, and also your 
grace and your glory. 

Yours, 

Joe 
(P.S.: You’ve actually written a good essay; I’d give you an 
Aminus.) 


Rev. Dr. Joseph McLelland is professor emeritus at Presbyterian 
College, Montreal. His latest collection of essays was reviewed in 
the June Record. 
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“Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” 


hink about that question 

for a moment. We like 

to imagine ourselves as 

enlightened people who 

don’t play the blame 

game when it comes to 
misfortunes. But think about the way 
big disasters are reported on the news 
media. Day One, we get news of a big 
explosion or shoot-out or accident. 
People are interviewed as they wait to 
hear terrible news. Then we get tired 
of seeing people being frightened or 
in pain. So on Day Two we're told 
that questions are already being asked 
about how it was that the boat sank 
or the crazy man got hold of a gun 
or the security curtain was breached. 
And on Day Three the inquisition is 
in full swing and somebody’s already 
under pressure to resign. ‘Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, this 
man or the government, this man or 
the multinational corporations, that 
this man was born blind?’ Somebody 
must be to blame. Stuff doesn’t just 
happen. 

The two answers that the disciples 
offer Jesus represent the two conven- 
tional ways of doing politics. The first 
answer is, this man sinned himself, 
and became blind as a result. This is 
the theory of personal responsibility. 
(We’re told in the very first sentence of 
this story that the man had been blind 
from birth. So it’s not clear what kind 
of sin the man could have committed 
in the womb to deserve being made 
blind.) It’s obviously a limited theory, 
but that has never affected its popu- 
larity. If people are in trouble, tell 
them it’s because they’re lazy, tell 
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them it’s because they’re racially infe- 
rior, tell them to go figure, tell them 
it’s because they made bad choices. 
Personal responsibility is what the 
politics of the right has always been 
essentially about. 

But the disciples offer a second 
option to Jesus: the man’s parents 
sinned. It wasn’t his fault; it was 
someone else’s. He was an innocent 
victim of other people’s misdeeds. 
This is the conventional politics of 
the left. It’s wrapped up in the jargon 
of structural evil, and the hissing 
noises that say the problem is the 
system. Just as the right seems to 
evacuate the stage of all other char- 
acters (the disciples, the parents, the 
neighbors and the Pharisees disap- 
pear out of the story leaving just the 
man and God), so the left crowds the 
stage with all these characters and 
more, meticulously and suspiciously 
plotting the economic dependence 
of one group on another, the vested 
interests of a third, the damaging 
effects of the Jerusalem sewage system 
that leads to infant blindness and the 
culpable neglect of the beggar’s needs 
for dignity, opportunity and decent 
health care. 

It’s important for Christians to 
recognize that behind each of these 
two conventional political arguments 
is a rival theology, expressed in a rival 
view of sin. The first view tends to say 
the problem is humanity’s fall. We 
were created free and in that freedom 
we always freely chose what was 
good. But when humanity fell we lost 
that ability. We retained the gift of 
freedom, the ability to choose, but we 


John 9: 2 


lost the gift of goodness, the ability 
to choose well. The solution is to ask 
Christ to direct one’s life and the Holy 
Spirit to empower one’s will, so in St. 
Paul’s words, it’s no longer I who live, 
it’s Christ who lives in me. Baptism 
marks the focal point of that transi- 
tion from freedom to responsibility. 

The second view by contrast is 
not so much interested in the fall. It 
tends to see humanity less as a sinner 
than as a child. For the left there isn’t 
anything fundamentally wrong with 
the world, it’s just that we need to do 
more research, offer more love, work 
out a better system, and agree on better 
rules to make sure everyone’s innate 
goodness comes to the surface. We’re 
all on a slow journey from ignorance 
to wisdom, and Jesus offers not so 
much a syringe to suck out our poison 
as a key to unlock our prison. Whereas 
the soft-focus movies of the right are 
about gang leaders turning to Jesus 
and becoming champions of troubled 
youth, or orphans pulling themselves 
up by their bootstraps and becoming 
global entrepreneurs, the poster chil- 
dren of the left are the teacher who 
loved a delinquent boy enough to see 
him go to college or the attorney who 
challenged the law that discriminated 
against the immigrant girl. 

The irony is that the left believes, 
sometimes despite overwhelming 
evidence, in innate human goodness, 
but is associated with meddling taxa- 
tion and legislation; meanwhile the 
right believes, just as surely, in sheer 
human sin, but is associated with 
leaving people alone in their wealth 
or poverty. > 
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THEOLOGY 
OF POLITICS 


This story of the blind man at 
the beginning of John 9, shows not 
only that our conventional political 
answers are elaborate responses to 
the problem of human suffering, but 
that it has always been so. Politics 
has always been theology. Behind 
every church policy, behind every 
relief program, behind every educa- 
tional outreach ministry, behind 
every budget discussion, behind every 


We begin not with blame or with strategy but with 
worship. This is the first lesson of the politics of Jesus: 
there can be no justice unless there is right worship 


search for a new pastor, lies this same 
set of questions and possible answers: 
why are things wrong, and how do we 
make them better? 

And this is the point where Jesus 
responds to his disciples’ question. He 
starts with the unforgettable words: 
“Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in 
him.” Human suffering and disadvan- 
tage are fundamentally opportunities 
to discover the glory of God. We begin 
not with blame or with strategy but 
with worship. This is the first lesson 
of the politics of Jesus: there can be 
no justice and no righteousness unless 
there is right worship. Every time we 
go into a place of hardship or distress, 
whether our own or someone else’s, 
we go expecting to be overcome with 
wonder at the glory of God. 

It’s sometimes said that poli- 
tics shouldn’t be about people, it 
should be about issues. But issues are 
simply generalizations about people. 
And there are three types of people 
surrounding Jesus in this story: At the 
beginning, Jesus is with his disciples. 
The politics of Jesus is about account- 
able communities who seek to imitate 
Jesus’ pattern of life. They stay close 
to his incarnation, so they know the 
divine is revealed through the very 
human and the truly human is known 
only through the divine. They stay 
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close to his ministry, so they know 
who he spends time with and who is 
closest to his heart. They stay close to 
his cross, or at least they should do, 
so they know the cost of his witness 
is terrifying. And they stay close to 
his resurrection, so they know that 
forgiveness is the way he unlocks the 
treasure store of the past and eternal 
life is the way he unlocks the limitless 
promise of the future. 


Then most obviously Jesus is 
with the man born blind. The first 
sentence of the story doesn’t include 
the word ‘a.’ It just says, Jesus saw 
“man, blind from birth.” In other 
words, Jesus saw humanity, human- 
kind, the human condition. Jesus sees 
us but we can’t see Jesus. That’s the 
way the story begins. And Jesus mixes 
clay, just the way God formed Adam 
from the dust of the earth. God recre- 
ates humanity through Jesus. That’s 
what this miracle is telling us. And 
Jesus puts the clay on the blind man’s 
eyes. In Jesus, God touches our lives. 
That’s what the story is saying. And 
Jesus tells the man to wash, or we 
may say be baptized. Jesus turns this 
man from a beggar into a missionary. 
That’s what we see in this story. And 
then suddenly there’s a commotion 
and everyone wants to know who and 
what and how and why. And the man 
simply says two words, “I am”—in 
Greek, ego eimi. The first words of all 
Jesus’ famous sayings, and the very 
words God uses in Exodus 3 when 
Moses asks “What is your name?” 
I am. In other words, at the start of 
the story I was called humanity, but 
the only word for what has happened 
sinceas oy. God: 

So the politics of Jesus is with 
humanity, with the human condition, 
with the poor, with the beggar, with 
the person whose disability domi- 


nates his life, and the politics of Jesus 
is about new creation, touching the 
outcast and empowering for ministry, 
letting loose the energy pent up by 
despair, disadvantage and derision. 

And then thirdly Jesus seems to 
find himself in the company of the 
Pharisees. And sometimes you know 
when you're getting something right, 
because the people that run things 
locally want to meet you and find 
out more about you and see 
if you can be domesticated 
into their way of seeing 
and doing things. And if 
you can’t or won’t they’ll 
doubtless make life diffi- 
cult for you. So the poli- 
tics of Jesus in this story is making 
people uncomfortable, people who 
believe God and society and health 
and propriety are theirs to judge and 
order and dictate. 

And the irony of this story is that 
the person we thought we were going 
to pity and to patronize, the man born 
blind, turns out to be a better disciple 
than the disciples and a disarmingly 
disingenuous witness in the face of 
the powers. Don’t miss the humor 
when the man says to the Pharisees, 
“Do you want to be his disciples, too?” 
He’s making the disciples face up to 
their own timidity and the Pharisees 
face up to their own refusal to see. 
This isn’t a hierarchical story in which 
the disciples come out best, the poor 
next, and the self-righteous nowhere. 
The disciples are embarrassed like the 
Pharisees. We’re not supposed to see 
ourselves as the perceptive ones in 
this story. We’re supposed to identify 
with “humanity”, collectively person- 
ified in the man born blind. And the 
way to make sure we’re not blind at 
the end of the story is to admit that 
we were blind at the beginning. m 


Rev. Dr. Sam Wells was born in Canada, 
raised in England and is the Dean of 
Duke Chapel in North Carolina. This is 
slightly excerpted from a sermon he deliv- 
ered at St. Andrew’s, King St., Toronto, 
in March. 
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John Calvin’s letters reveal ahuman and a faithful servant. BY JUDITH MACLEOD 


standing Calvin is a dominant but 

not a really sympathetic figure. We 
think of a lawyer-like preacher, a clear 
but rigid theologian, and an imposing 
but isolated man. We’d rather have 
coffee with Martin Luther. 

Calvin was indeed a great preacher, 
theologian and Bible commentator, 
but he was not cold nor isolated. In 
fact he was a remarkable networker 
and could be a warm and caring, if 
strict, pastor, mentor and colleague. 
Nowhere do we see this more clearly 
than in his correspondence. 

The extent and variety of Calvin’s 
correspondence is remarkable, partic- 
ularly in view of the fact that until 
the 1550s all letters were written in 
his own hand. “Some years ago,” 
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Charles de Jonviller (who transcribed 
his sermons) explained, “I saw that 
Calvin was almost overwhelmed 
with the labour of writing letters 
himself, without a secretary. I begged 
him to spare himself and said that 
his letters would 
be no less accept- 
able if he signed 
them himself, no 
matter who wrote 
them. He replied 
that he thought 
offence would be 
taken and he would be considered 
careless unless he wrote with his own 
hand. When I gave good reasons to 
the contrary, he gave way.” 

Calvin corresponded with men 
and women, with the highborn 


and the lowly. To Protestant rulers 
of the day he was both challenging 
and encouraging. “Wherefore, sire, 
though I am aware that you have 
no need of my counsels,” he wrote 
totlenry. of Navarre ins 156 ba tvyet 


Calvin corresponded with men 
and women, with the highborn 
and the lowly. To Protestant rulers 
of the day he was both challenging 
and encouraging 


I do not cease to entreat and even 
exhort you, in the name of God, to 
be pleased to take courage, in order 
to do combat courageously and more 
and more overcome all the diffi- 
culties with which I know you are 
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His concern for suffering and bereaved friends is apparent. After Viret had 
lost his wife he urges him to come to Geneva, and three years later confides 
in Viret his feelings of grief over the death of his own wife 
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surrounded.” 

He wrote with courtesy, tact and 
skill and was never self-seeking. It has 
been noted that he was less conde- 
scending to female correspondents 
than others of his day and, seeking 
to distance himself from John Knox’s 
First Blast of the Trumpet Against 
The Monstrous Regiment of Women, 
even allowed in a 1559 letter to 
William Cecil, Secretary of State and 
Lord Treasurer of England, that some 
women rulers “had been raised up by 
the Providence of God.” 

Many of the doctrines emphasised 
in the Institutes are referred to in his 
letters, applying his principles in prac- 
tical situations. He writes to a student, 
William Rabot, in 1550: “You must first 
of all give detailed submission to the 
will of the Lord, and in the next place, 
you must fortify yourself by His sacred 
doctrines ... draw from the fountain- 
head itself. For if you make a constant 
study of the Word of the Lord, you will 
be able to guide your life to the highest 


excellence.” Again in reply to what he 
regards as the mischievous questions 
of Laealius Socinius: “Nothing shall 
ever hinder me from openly avowing 
what I have learned from the word of 
God. It is my only guide and to acqui- 
esce in its plain doctrines shall be my 
constant wisdom.” 

Calvin was passionate for truth 
and exasperated by what he regarded 
as cowardly hesitance. He reminded 
fellow reformer Melancthon: “What! 
are you ignorant today what numbers 
are held floating in doubts in conse- 
quence of the ambiguous manner of 
teaching to which you too timidly 
adhere?” But he was also concerned 
for unity. To his friend and colleague 
Farel he wrote: “Among Christians 
there ought to be so great a dislike of 
schism as they may always avoid it as 
it lies in their power.” 

His concern for suffering and 
bereaved friends is apparent. After 
Viret had lost his wife he urges him to 
come to Geneva, and three years later 
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¢ Margaret Somerville, McGill University, 
LYALL LECTURER: RELIGIONS IN A SECULAR SOCIETY 


¢ Gerbern Oegema, McGill University 


BIBLICAL CANON — BIBLICAL AUTHORITY — BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
The Presbyterian College 
3495 University Street, Montreal, Quebec H3A 2A8 
Tel: (514) 288-5256, ext. 200. Fax: (514) 288-8072 
info@presbyteriancollege.ca 
visit www.presbyteriancollege.ca to download registration form 
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confides in Viret his feelings of grief 
over the death of his own wife. “Mine 
is no common source of grief. I have 
been bereaved of the best companion 
of my life.” But his friendship could 
include reproof as in the case of Farel’s 
late, and as Calvin thought, impolitic 
marriage. Other letters show Calvin 
looking for houses and even for wives 
for his friends. 

His letters also reveal his own 
spirituality. “I submit my will and 
my affections, subdued and held 
fast, to the obedience of God” he 
writes to Farel. Without this his 
advice would seem dictatorial and 
the elegant and polished phrase- 
ology, which reflect his background 
in Renaissance humanism, might 
appear hypocritical. 

We are aware, however, that 
even when he seems harsh, Calvin 
is consistent. He applies the same 
standards to himself. He also relies 
on the same source of strength. In a 
self-revealing metaphor he writes to 
Farel: “Although we may be severely 
buffeted hither and thither by many 
tempests, yet, seeing that a pilot 
steers the ship in which we sail, who 
will never allow us to perish even 
in the midst of shipwrecks, there is 
no reason why our minds would be 
overwhelmed with fear and weari- 
ness.” Let us be encouraged as were 
his contemporaries. 


Judith MacLeod, a graduate of Oxford 
University and Gordon Conwell Theolog- 
ical Seminary, has taught at the Toronto 
French School and Tyndale Theological 
Seminary. She is both spouse and mother 
of ministers of the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada. 


This is an excerpted version of the full 
article, which can be found on our 
website. 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
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Reflecting on Thirty 
Years of Learning. 
BY CALVIN BROWN 


uly 8th was my 30th wedding anni- 

versary. On reflection, there are 

a lot of joys and laughter shared, 
sorrows endured and lessons learned. 
Three important lessons I’ve learned 
about a successful relationship in our 
marriage were all found in the Bible; 
but the experience of life makes the 
text come alive in a new way when life 
experience says, “That is so true!” 

For example, Jesus tells us in 
Matthew 7:1-2, “Judge not that you be 
not judged. For with what judgement 
you judge you will be judged, and 
with the measure you use, it will be 
measured back to you.” I have found 
being gracious encourages grace, being 


forgiving begets forgiveness and being 
helpful gets help in return. None of this 
happens out of mere duty; it is some- 
thing that grows as love grows and the 
choices to serve are made daily. 

The second lesson I learned is, 
don’t minimize your own faults and 
need to change. The Bible tells us to 
take the log out of our own eye before 
we take the speck out of our neigh- 
bour’s eye. Someone once speculated 
that probably in this Bible scenario 


the faults may have been the same 
size but because the perspective was 
so up-close in the eye of the beholder 
it would look like a log. It points 
to the truth: it is easier to see other 
people’s faults than to deal with our 
own, which seem much more chal- 
lenging even though they may not 
be different than the ones others are 
facing. By minding our own business 
first—the business of living a holy 
life—we don’t develop a critical > 
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RENEWAL 


spirit about others. It doesn’t mean 
we don’t notice the fault in others, 
like our spouse, but it means we are 
aware that there is no place for self- 
righteousness because we all have 


It is best to be sure you are walking in the light 
before you try to “fix” your partner. | suspect 


you may never get to the fixing part 


sinned and fall short of God’s glory. 
It is best to be sure you are walking in 
the light before you try to “fix” your 
partner. I suspect you may never get 
to the fixing your partner part! 

The third thing I had to learn 
(and many minister types do) is that 
your spouse is not merely an exten- 
sion of you but a person God has 


created with his or her own gifts and 
calling to live out His purpose in life. 
Marriage makes us one but that one is 
the mysterious and glorious creation 
of God in whom we become one. It is 
not one person lording 
it over another. I say 
this not because I want 
to get out of my respon- 
sibility of giving leader- 
ship if that is what God mandates but 
as Paul points out we are to submit 
to one another out of reverence for 
Christ. There is an intrinsic servant- 
hood involved in Christian marriage 
because both spouses are servants of 
the Lord and the Lord gives both tasks 
and both are ultimately accountable 
to Him. 


St. Andrew's Hall 


A theological college of The Presbyterian Church in 
Canada is seeking a Professor of Studies in the Reformed 
Tradition. Candidates should hold a PhD and be specialists 
in Reformed Theology or Reformation History. 


This is a tenure track position. 


For more information 
please contact 

Dr. Stephen Farris at 
sfarris@standrews.edu 


ST. ANDREW’S COLDWATER, ONTARIO 


IS SEEKING A MINISTER OF WORD AND SACRAMENTS 


St. Andrew's is situated in the quaint village of Coldwater, 
Ontario, just one hour north of Toronto. Now celebrating 


its centennial, Coldwater is an established community of 
1100 people. The town has many amenities and recrea- 
tional opportunities given its proximity to Hwy. 400. 
Having enjoyed strong ministry and continuous 
growth in faith and service, we are seeking a Minister of 
Word and Sacraments who is adventurous, compas- 
sionate and creative to lead us into the future. We are 
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seeking someone who appreciates blended, flexible 
worship and lay participation. 

St. Andrew’s is an inclusive, family oriented church 
that is looking for leadership development as we reach 
out to the next generation. With a regular worshipping 
congregation of approximately 80 people, we look 
forward to our next phase of ministry together. 

Interim Moderator: Rev. Karen Horst 
karenh@georgian.net 705-445-4651 


Even in Old Testament times, 
when we look in Proverbs 31 to see 
the model of the perfect wife, we see 
that in that household it seems she 
has taken the lead. Her husband is 
praised and becomes a city councillor 
because everyone thinks his choice of 
a wife makes him smart. I value my 
wife Phyllis for all that God has made 
her—unique and gifted—and maybe 
people think I’m a little smart because 
30 years ago I picked her and we are 
still growing and discovering the full- 
ness of life together. I at least think it 
was pretty smart. 

Our church teaches that Christian 
marriage is a union in Christ whereby 
a man and a woman become one in 
the sight of God. It is the commitment 
of two people to love and to support 
one another faithfully for life (Living 
Faith). It is a great way to live. & 


Calvin Brown is Executive Director of the 
Renewal Fellowship within the PCC. 
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eldersinstitute . 


& 


EXPLORING 
THE LOoRD’s PRAYER 


Online Course 
Learn how to use the words and 
phrases of this wonderful prayer, and 
gain a deeper understanding of 
prayer and basic Christian theology. 
Open to all levels of learning and 
faith experience. 
uling elders online 
Nov. 28, 2008. 
r. Stephen Farris 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
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God accommodates 
God's self to us. 
BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


October 5 (Worldwide Communion): 
Exodus 20:1-20 / Psalm 19 


e had a small Bible in our 

house when I was a child. 

It was cloth-covered, with 
a zipper. The picture on the cover was 
of Jesus and the children. The mothers 
of Salem stood in the background, in 
adoration. But that’s not the picture | 
remember first. That one was inside: 
Moses, standing on a rock, towering 
over the people of Israel, holding the 
stone tablets high. Looking all of his 
80 years. His eyes like glowing coals. 
| thought he was going to clobber them 
all with those slabs of granite. 

This was my introduction to the 
Ten Commandments. When I had to 
memorize them for Sunday School, 
Moses stood over me, ready to drop 
the big rocks if I missed a beat. Fear 
isn’t the best educational motivator, 
but it works. I still duck my head when 
I hear the Ten Commandments. 

Fear is the problem many of us 
have with the Ten Commandments 


today. Take the fear away, and anyone 
can follow them. Take the fear away, 
and you take the life out of the words. 
The Israelites were already afraid. 
They asked Moses to stand between 
them and God. They knew they 
couldn’t survive meeting God. Moses 
told them not to be afraid. God had 
come to fill them with holy fear, so 
they would become a godly nation. 
Don’t be afraid. God has come so 
you will have fear. Doesn’t sound right! 
I’m not a great fan of John Spong, 
but I think he got it right in his book 


PROGRESSIVE 
LECTIONARY 


about the Ten Commandments. Fear 
is “a necessary part of the human 
covenant relationship with God.” 
We can live with the command- 
ments if we admit there is a holy claim 
upon our lives, a demand upon our 
behaviour, “a mystical power present 
that we can never control, tame, or 
manipulate.” Without this awe and 
wonder we can’t say “we have experi- 
enced the biblical God.” Yet holy fear 
is “foreign to our generation” (Beyond 
Moralism: A Contemporary View of the 
Ten Commandments, by Spong). > 
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Give a gift that 


can change lives 


¢ $30 provides a family 
in Africa with seeds to 
diversify their crops 
(PWAGRO1) 


© $80 buys a bike to 
help a young minister 
in Kenya share the 
gospel with remote 
communities (IMKE01) 


e $175 fills a gas tank 
sO a minister can 
reach remote 
communities in the 
Cariboo region of 
BC (CM28) 


Help The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
reach out to people in need around the world. 


® Go online at www.presbyterian.ca/donate to browse the projects 
and make a donation. 


® Order a catalogue for yourself. Get one for every member of 
your congregation. Put them in your Sunday Bulletins! 


® Give a gift in someone's name and we will send them a gift card. 


i \ 
i 


| want to share the gift of change! 


Please send me Gifts of Change 
catalogues. Free of charge! 


Pal 


ame 


ailing Address 


Mail, email, phone or fax your order to: 
The Book Room, 50 Wynford Dr. Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 
email: bookroom@presbyterian.ca 
phone: 1-800-619-7301 or 416-441-1111 © fax: 416-441-2825 


< 
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We Christians try to escape the 
fire on the mountaintop. We run 
into the New Testament. We hide 
behind Jesus, so when Moses lowers 
the boom, Jesus takes the hit for us. 
We speak as if Jesus’ Father isn’t the 
God who gave the commandments. 
But Jesus shows us how to love and 
obey this fearsome God. 

Holy fear isn’t the same as a 
child’s fright at the picture of an old 
man, with fire in his eyes, holding 
two tombstones over his head, ready 


We hide behind Jesus 

so when Moses lowers 
the boom, Jesus takes 

the hit for us 


to bring them down hard. The clos- 
est comparison I can think of is the 
feeling we get when we realize that 
we are not in control of a situation. 
There’s apprehension. There’s also 
relief. And then the assurance that 
things will be okay, even if we can’t 
see how, now. 

I feel this fear at the Lord’s Table. 
Wonder at the love. Amazement at 
the story. I feel small when I real- 
ize the greatness of the claim God 
makes on us at the table. Privileged 
to handle holy things, because we 
are holy in God’s eyes. This is pos- 
sible because, as John Calvin said, 
God accommodates God’s self to us. 
God takes the initiative so we can en- 
ter God’s presence and survive! God 
even calls us into partnership, in the 
gift called covenant. 

God gives us gifts. Gifts like the 
Ten Commandments. All of God’s 
gifts make claims on us. Call us to 
live worthy lives. God’s greatest gift is 
the gift of God’s self, accommodated 
to our life and our world, in Jesus. 

Fear God, yes. Fear God, and 
come to the table, knowing that 
holy fear that drives away all reason 
to be afraid. m= 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe lives in Halifax. 
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his past summer my wife’s family had a reunion. 

I wasn’t going to attend this year. I had other plans. 

Plans to go fishing. Plans for peace, tranquility and 
bass. When I shared my feelings with Ramona, she had some 
feelings of her own. “I grew up with these people,” she said. 
“You go fishing and you might as well just take your parka 
and stay the winter.” I decided to take her advice. 

On Thursday night, the relatives began arriving. They 
came by the carload carrying large photo albums. There was 
hugging. Laughing. Picture-taking. And ... did I mention 
the hugging? We guys stood around talking about golf and 
the rainy weather. 

Late that night, as darkness came down, the rain picked 
up. “Maybe we should call off the reunion,” I suggested. “I 
think I hear someone building an ark.” 

“Very funny,” said Ramona. I looked down. And noticed 
there were tears in her eyes. 

Staring at the clouds, she reminded me of some things 
we'd been trying to forget. Expensive tickets for tomorrow 
night’s Passion Play. An outdoor performance that a week of 
rain was washing away. “I’ve been looking forward to this 


CALLAWAY 


ning Relatives 


Some praying and a lot of hope. BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


for months,” she said. “I want my family to see this play so 
badly ... the story of Jesus ... His miracles ... His resurrec- 
tion.” 

I didn’t need to ask why. 

A generation ago, Huntington’s Disease had invaded 
her family, making death a way of life. The skies, once 
bright and blue, were clouded with uncertainty now. 


There was hugging. Laughing. Picture-taking. And... 
did I mention hugging? We guys talked about golf 


One after another, three siblings had been diagnosed. 
“Only God knows how many reunions we have left ... 
down here,” she said, taking my hand. “I want this one 
to be memorable.” Then she prayed aloud for her brother 
Dennis, who lies in a nursing home. And for her two 
sisters who had come to the reunion, their bodies changed 
by this awful disease. And she prayed for sunny skies. 
I listened. But my faith was smaller than those drops of 
rain pelting the window. 

Friday morning dawned warm and hot and sunny. > 
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In Florida. But where we live the rain 
was now a torrent. Four inches in two 
days. A record, someone said. Ramona 
prayed again at breakfast and at lunch. 
The skies opened wider. That afternoon 


They bolted him to a cross. The angels turned 


A few miles from the dinosaur bones 
we sat in a natural amphitheatre, the 
sun warming our backs, our umbrellas 
unopened. For three hours only the sky 
held back. For three hours we watched 
the story of Jesus unfold. 
We saw Him offend the 


their backs. The crowd jeered and walked away. Pharisees. Laugh with chil- 


Then: he took the world by surprise 


we drove to the Royal Tyrell Museum, 
known worldwide for its huge collec- 
tion of dead dinosaurs. For $20 the 
whole family can view the remains 
and listen to lifeless speeches. 

At six o’clock, as we exited the 
museum, the sun had poked through. 
Ramona didn’t seem so surprised. “I 
knew it,” she said, grinning. 


dren. Heal Mary Magde- 

lene. And we watched in 
horror as they bolted him to a cross. 
The angels turned their backs. The 
crowd jeered and walked away. 

Then: he took the wotld® by 
surprise. 

On either side of me sat my wife’s 
two sisters. Women, who, along with 
their husbands and children, desper- 
ately long for healing. But it hit me 


graduate, 
online, 


distance learning 


University of St Andrews, Scotland 
The School of Divinity 
‘The Bible and the Contemporary World’ 


www.st-andrews.ac.uk/divinity/admissions/pg/distance 


The University of St Andrews is a charity registered in Scotland: No. $C013532 


is 


BT 


St. Andrew's Church, Toronto 
: presents 


Faith in things seen: 


f responding fo icons as Christian theology °* 


Seminar Leader: Professor Richard Schneider, Adjunct Professor, Trinity 
College (U of T), Professor Emeritus, York University 


Wednesday, October 15, 2008 
Wednesday, October 22, 2008 
Wednesday, October 29, 2008 
Wednesday, November 5, 2008 


Icons: the eyes of the body 
Icons: the eyes of the mind 
Iconography in liturgical space 
Icons: the eyes of the heart 


Sessions begin with Supper at 5:00 p.m. Lectures begin at 6:00 p.m. 
Cost $30.00 per Session, or $100 for all 4 Sessions (includes Supper) 
For Lectures Only, a donation would be appreciated 
Registration fees are payable to “St. Andrew's Church” 
75 Simcoe Street, Toronto, ON, M5J 1W9 
Attention: Ms. Judy Neal, Tel: (416) 593-5600 
Registrations must reach us by the previous Monday at noon. 
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that night that they had something far 
better. They had hope. A hope you will 
not find in a museum filled with bones. 
But in a place where the tomb is empty. 
In the simple story of a passionate 
Savior who died to heal the world. 

On the way home, the sky opened 
once again, and the rain descended. 
As I punched the cruise control a car 
passed us, its license plate bearing the 
one word that best summed up our 
day: HOPE. 

“Look,” I said. And Ramona did. 

“You glad you didn’t go fishing?” 
she asked, with a twinkle in her eye. 

“I sure am,” I said. “I’d choose 
a family reunion any day.” Then 
I added, “Would you mind praying 
about tomorrow? I’d sure like to go 
golfing.” 


Phil Callaway is editor of Servant maga- 
zine, a popular speaker and the author 
of 15 books. Visit him at www.philcal- 
laway.com 
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IS GOD LEADING YOU 
to St.Andrew’s — Knox 
Presbyterian Church? 


Proverbs 3:5,6 


drandall@cogeco.ca 


or contact 
Search Committee Chair 
David Randall 
| -888-665-668 | 


495 Niagara Blvd. 


Fort Erie, Ontario 
L2A 3H2 
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classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


FOR RENT: S. Florida 2BR 1400 sq. ft. 
house 90 mis of Tampa, lovely yard 

& lanai. Close to churches, beaches, golf 
Avail. monthly @ $2000 U.S./month 

For info call Rick @ 1-204-799-4279 


Are you receiving your UK pension? 
Know your rights. You may be eligible. 


Learn about the New Pension 
Act and the benefits IF you 
reach pensionable age 

after 5 April 2010. 

Become a member and 

help us fight ‘frozen’ pensions 


Call us now about a meeting in your area this Fall 
National office 1-888-591-3964 
B.C. only 1-800-760-6633 
CANADIAN ALLIANCE OF BRITISH PENSIONERS 
www.britishpensions.com 


To place an ad call 

Carol McCormick 
905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: 
emccormick@canadads.com 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 
Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 


30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 


BOOKS ON THE REBOUND 


Professional bookbinder, 40 years experience, with a 
passion for repairing Family Bibles (and other books) 
is at your service. Located in Oakville, Ontario. 
Website: www.booksontherebound.itgo.com, 
or call me, Duncan Fraser, at 905-338-6431. 
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ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 
IN STAINED GLASS 
(905) 669-4244 
UNIT #6, 848} KEELE STREET 
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 127 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
416-977-3857 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


CROWN EX Robemakers and Tailors 


¢ Genuine tailor made ¢ Satisfaction guaranteed ¢ Affordable for 


Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 


CROWNEX Ltd., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 
Tel. (416) 503-1288 Fax. (416) 503-8788 E-mail: info@crownex.com www.crownex.com 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


¢ custom designed memorial windows 
© traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration ¢ storm glazing 
e custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED ©dwardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920 www.edwardsglass.net 


TI a a 
SOCIETY Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


New Horizons 
TOWER 

Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving matu- 
re adults for 30 years. See the latest show, 
ROM, AGO,TSO and much more! Close to 
downtown, hospitals, 24 hour security... 
steps to subway or bus, 
beautifully appointed single and double 
rooms, parking included...VISA, reasonable 
rates-Reserve today. Ask about our 
Boutique Hostel. ..Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


CANAL CRUISES 
RIDEAU CANAL 
TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 


Ontario’s magnificent 


scenic lakes, rivers and locks in 
the comfort of the 45-passenger 
“Kawartha Voyageur” riverboat with 
dining room, lounge, and twin lower 
berth staterooms with private facilities. 
5-day voyages. 

Send for colour brochure. 


ONTARIO WATERWAY CRUISES 
c/o CAPTAIN JOHN 
BOX 6, ORILLIA, ON. L3V 6H9 
1-800-561-5767 


LANARK HIGHLANDS 
SCAKEET MAPLE 


FALL TOUR 
October 18th e& 19th 2008 
Free self-driven ee 


scenic our, just an 
hour from Ottawa. 


Highlighting: The “Open Doors” of Area 

Rural Heritage Churches and Museums 

+ Visit interesting country stores along the way 
+ Enjoy an excellent Church Harvest Dinner 
1-866-559-9154 www.lanark-highlands.com’ 
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ST. PAUL'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
PETERBOROUGH ONTARIO 


DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 


St. Paul's is seeking a vibrant and energetic 
organist & choir director with a deep 
Christian commitment to lead our ministry of 
music into the future. The person for whom we 
are looking will not only have well-developed 
music skills as an organist, choir director, 
pianist and accompanist but especially the 
ability to play a 4 manual pipe organ. 


Position guide is available online at 
www.stpaulspeterborough.ca or trom 


the church office at (705) 745-1411. 


x Please address all applications 
| to the Director of Music 
Search Committee, St. Paul's 
Presbyterian Church, 120 
Murray St., Peterborough, ON, - 
KOH 2S5 by |st December 
2008. Only those selected for 
interview will be contacted, 
_ Thank you for your interest. 


FAITHFULLY 
ADMINISTERING 
GOD’S GRACE 
FOR 50 YEARS! 
AT GRACE 
PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
447 PORT UNION RD. WEST HILL, ONT 
COME SHARE THE MEMORIES AS WE 
REJOICE AND PRAISE THE LORD 


for anniversary event info: 
416-284-8424 www.gracewesthill.ca 


5@0 
| 


We’re looking for the 
| Oldest 
Robbie Burns 
Night 
that has run or is running within the 
PCC. If you have information about 


one held in a church near you, please 
contact: 


Jeremy Bellsmith 
oldestrobbieburnsnight@gmail.com 


209 Cochrane St., Whitby, LINSH8 


Farringdon Jnudependent Church 
Celebrating 175 years 


FIRST 
PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

REGINA, SASK. 


is seeking a Minister to work with 
us as we fulfill our mission: 
Christ calls us to be faithful 
disciples, who strive to be 
joyful in our worship, 
tender in our life together, 
and daring in our outreach. 
Interim Moderators: 
Rev. Devon Pattemore & Rev. Ina Golaiy 


Please contact Dr. Jo Szostak, Search Chair, 
c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
2170 Albert St., Regina, SK. S4P 2T9 
306-522-9571 jszostak@accesscomm.ca 
Website: http://www. firstpresregina.ca 


@rantiord, Ontario 


At Farringdon we are a caring, welcoming community of faith: 
Our Head and Cornerstone is Christ; 
Our Beliefs and Worship are focused on the Trinity; 
We affirm the inspiration & authority of the Bible; 
We believe and practice traditional Christian values. 


We are seeking a caring, academically well qualified ordained minister with strong 
preaching and teaching skills to provide spiritual leadership for our future. 


Contact Dr. Glenn Young 


Chairman of Pastoral Search 


Committee 


clo Farringdon Independent 


Church 


287 Mount Pleasant Road 


Brantford, Ontario, Canada 


N3T 1V2 
(519) 759-2495 


www.farringdonchurch.ca 
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Getting Back 
‘to Shape 


Reformed Churches in Eastern Europe are rebuilding. 


BY REV. CHEOL SOON PARK 


any churches’ were at 
leisure over the summer 
months as members went 


away to cottages and other vacation 
destinations. Yet at the same time, 
many churches were busy organizing 
summer special mission projects such 
as youth camp, VBS, community proj- 
ects and short term mission trips. 
Many groups from various regions 
went out as mission teams to share, 
serve, and build relationships with 
others. I believe they all came back 
with experiences they will cherish 
for the rest of their lives. I still have 
a vivid memory from my first mission 
trip. There I was shocked by the living 
condition of the people and learned 
a precious lesson—we have to share. 
The impact was so great I ended up 
going back on many other trips in 
following years. 

Eastern Europe was the modera- 
tor’s official trip for 2008. The PCC has 
built a strong relationship with the 
Reformed Churches in Hungary and 
Ukraine. This year we have extended 
our partnership with the Reformed 
Church in Romania. We have signed a 
mission covenant with them. 

Karen and I went to Budapest, 
Hungary in July. We arrived there 
about nine hours later than our 
schedule due to the timely cancel- 
lation of the connecting flight. We 
had to take a train instead. We were 
tired yet very thankful to get there. 
Our friend Ron (Rev. Dr. Ron Wallace, 
Associate Secretary of International 


Ministries) was already there yet they 
lost his luggage. I was not sure which 
case was worse. (They found his bags 
in Helsinki, Finland and brought 
them back two days later.) Every 
single mission trip has its own story. 

We were very impressed by the 
challenging and proud history of 
the Reformed Church in the area. 
All three countries fell under Soviet 
Russia’s invasion and suffered terribly. 
The government confiscated church 
properties. Hungarians have contrib- 
uted so much to the survival of their 
church during this very difficult time. 
After the infrastructure of the society 
collapsed, churches took back the 
schools, hospitals and other proper- 
ties. Most properties are damaged 
so badly, it will take much time and 
money to restore them. Yet I saw 
churches work hard and diligently. 

Churches are getting back to 
shape. I was very impressed to see 
how eager they were to share and care, 
although they didn’t have enough. 
They seemed to do more than we who 
live in abundance and comfort. After 
visiting many places, meeting with 
church officials, and talking with ordi- 
nary people, I was convinced God was 
in charge. He was doing great things 
with His people to restore justice and 
peace in the area. 

I’dlike to acknowledge the generous 
members of our church who gave to 
help brothers and sisters in the region. 
We have been working, through Inter- 
national Ministries and Presbyterian 
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World Service and Development, with 
members of the Reformed Churches 
in Romania, Hungary and Ukraine 
and I am confident that through your 
prayers and support, we will continue 
to work with these churches. 

I owe an acknowledgement for the 
committed and devoted works of three 
missionaries of our own in the region. 
Mary Gorombey is working with the 
Reformed Church in Hungary. She 
is working for the refugees in the 
country and her co-workers regard 
her as a wonderful and hard working 
servant. David Pandy-Szekeres is 
working with the Reformed Church of 
Sub-Carpathian Ukraine. He is truly a 
multi-talented servant. His three young 
children are also junior missionaries, 
not to mention his wife Anna. Brian 
Johnston is an English and music 
teacher working with the Theological 
Seminary of the Hungarian Reformed 
Church in Romania. They really set a 
wonderful example for us. I’d like to 
ask you for continuous prayer and 
support. Mission work is the main 
reason of our own existence. We all 
should either send or be sent. Let us 
participate and make the difference. 
God is calling us all to his mission. @ 


eg 


Rev. Cheol Soon Park 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Lower Sackville, N.S.; First Sackville and St. 
John’s, Windsor, N.S.; Interim Moderator 
Rev. P.A. (Sandy) McDonald, 4 Pinehill Rd., 
Dartmouth, NS B3A 2E6; 902-469-4480; 
pamcdonald@ns.sympatico.ca. 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew’s Presbyterian; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, 
PO Box 142, River John, NS BOK 1NO; 
902-351-2219 (s) or 902-351-2473 (h); 
jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND EASTERN ONTARIO 

Beaconsfield, Que., Briarwood Presbyterian; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. John Vissers, Pre- 
sbyterian College, 3495 University, Montreal, 
QC H3A 2A8; 514-288-5256 extension 201; 
jvissers@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Gloucester (Ottawa), Ont., Gloucester Presbyte- 
rian; Full-time minister; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Adrian Auret, PO Box 609, Manotick, 
ON K4M 1A6; 613-692-4228; adrian.auret@ 
sympatico.ca. 

Quebec City, St. Andrew’s; Full-time minister 
effective April 2009; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Giancarlo Fantechi, 106-97 Oxford Cres., 
Sherbrooke, QC J1M 2G3; 819-566-5962; 
gfantechi@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Barrie, Ont.; Essa Road; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Heather Malnick, c/o Living Faith Community 
Presbyterian, 206 Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 
1B1; 705-424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Bermuda, St. Andrew's; Full-time ministry; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Bryn MacPhail, 

c/o St. Giles Kingsway Presbyterian, 15 Lam- 
beth Rd., Toronto, ON M9A 2Y6; 
416-233-8591; bryn31@rogers.com. 

Cambridge, Ont.; St. Andrew’s Galt Presb- 
yterian; Minister of Word and Sacrament, 
Full-time; Interim Moderator Rev. Bill Bynum, 
c/o St. Andrew’s Galt Presbyterian Church, 
130 Victoria Ave., Cambridge,ON N1S 1Y2; 
knoxpreston@golden.net. 

Coldwater, Ont.; St. Andrew’s Presbyterian; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Karen Horst, 200 Ma- 
ple St., Collingwood, ON L9Y 2R2; karenh@ 
georgian.net. 

Englehart, St. Paul's; Tomstown, Ont., Tomstown; 
St. Paul’s and Tomstown Pastoral Charge, 


approximately 10 km. from Tomstown; Full-ti- 
me minister; Search Committee Chair Randy 
Ford, PO Box 737, Englehart, ON 

POJ 1HO; treeline@ntl.sympatico.ca. 

Markham, Ont., St. Andrew's Presbyterian; Interim 
Moderator Rev.Don Muir, 50 Wynford Dr., 
Toronto,ON M3C 157; 416-441-1111 or 1-800- 
619-7301 ext. 223; dmuir@presbyterian.ca; 
www.standrews-markham.ca/search.htm. 

Mississauga, Ont., Dixie Presbyterian; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Reid Chudley, 

PO Box 16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 1Z0; 
519-855-6216; r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

New Liskeard, Ont., St. Andrew's Presbyterian; 
Full-time minister, single-point charge; 
Search Committee, PO Box 908, 

New Liskeard, ON POJ 1P0; 705-647-8401; 
standrewsnl@parolink.net. 

Nobleton, Ont., St. Paul’s Presbyterian; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Chris Carter, 13190 Keele St., 
King City, ON L7B 1J2; 

905-833-2325; cmcacarter@rogers.com. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Giles and South 
Monaghan and Centreville Presbyterian; Full- 
time minister for two-point charge; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Paul D. Johnston, 

22 Hillview Dr., Bobcaygeon, ON KOM 1A0; 
705-738-6424; knoxpres.paul@bellnet.ca. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Stephen’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o 
Knox College, 59 St. George St., Toronto, 

ON M6S 2E6;s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Scarborough, Ont., Clairlea Park Presbyterian; 
Half-time minister; Interim Moderators Ro- 
bert and Priscilla Anderson, 174 Springdale 
Blvd., Toronto, ON M4C 127; 416-469-5986; 
kimchiman21@hotmail.com. 

Scarborough, Ont., Westminster Presbyterian; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Ann Blane, 1300 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
Notices are $40 for one-time; $25 for four 
insertions or more. Deadline to have your notice 
added is six weeks prior to month; so, for Septem- 
ber 2008 the deadline will be July 15th, 2008. 


Danforth Rd., Scarborough, ON 
M1J 1E8; 416-267-7897. 

Schomberg, Ont., Emmanuel; looking for a 
half-time minister; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 905-857-2419; 
jlowther1845@rogers.com. 

Toronto, Ont.; Beaches Presbyterian Church; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Alex Bisset, 662 Pape 
Ave., Toronto, ON M4K 3S5; 416-850-7531; 
wabisset@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 
Binbrook, Knox and Carluke, St. Paul's; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Garfield G. Havemann, 
c/o Chedoke Presbyterian, 865 Mohawk Rd. 

W., Hamilton, ON L9C 7B9; 
ghavemann@chedokechurch.ca. 

Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 11 
White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@bfree.on.ca. 

Fort Erie, St. Andrew’s-Knox Presbyterian 
Church; Search Committee Chair David 
Randall, 495 Niagara Blvd., Fort Erie, ON L2A 
3H2; 1-888-665-6681; drandall@cogeco.ca. 

Hamilton, MacNab St.; Rev. Stephen Jenvey, 
c/o West Flamborough Presbyterian, 262 
Middletown Rd., Dundas, ON L9H 5E2;905- 
628-6675; minister_wfpc@bellnet.ca. 

London, St. Lawrence; Half-time; Interim 


Get your curriculum immediately 
SeasonsOnline at 
www.seasonsonline.ca 


NEW 10 Session Adult Faith Formation Curriculum: __ 
EXPERIENCING THE BIBLE AGAIN FOR THE FIRST TIME and 
EXPERIENCING JESUS. Written by Tim Scorer — with Marcus Borg 


www.woodlakebooks.com 1.800.663.2775 


PUBLISHED IN CANADA BY WOOD LAKE PUBLISHING 
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For tailored insurance coverages, 
| dedicated risk management expertise, 
and empathetic claims response, you 
can count on Ecclesiastical Insurance. 
| We seek to advise and protect those 
| who enrich the lives of others. That is 
why Ecclesiastical is the first-choice 
specialist insurer for faith and 
retirement communities, education 
facilities, registered charities 
and unique properties. 
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VACANCIES 


Moderator Rev. Lynn Nichol, 783 Victoria 
St., London, ON NS5Y 4C9; 519-434-2476; 
briarhill33@yahoo.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox Presbyterian; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Catherine Calkin, 3403 Perth Rd. 130, R. 
R.2 St.Pauls, ON NOK 1V0; 519-393-6395; 
calkin@quadro.net. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, St. Andrew's Presbyterian; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Martin Wehrmann, 
c/o 515 Scott St., St. Catharines, ON L2M 3X3; 
905-646-0616; maw49@hotmail.com; 
www.standrewsniagara.com/26122.hml. 

Port Dover, Knox and Hagersville, St. Andrew's 
(two-point charge); Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Morden, Knox Presbyterian Church, 
2058 Main St.N., Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0; 
519-587-2565; knoxchal@bellnet.ca. 

Simcoe, St. Paul’s; Rev. Dr. Stan Cox, Interim Mo- 
derator c/o St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, 85 
Lot St., Simcoe, ON N3Y 184; 519-426-1845; 
sppc@kwic.com; www.stpaulssimcoe.com. 

Thornbury, St. Paul's; Rev. Ted Creen, 865 2nd Ave. 
West, Owen Sound, ON N4K 4M6;519-376- 
7886; ted.creen@standrewsowensound.org. 

Thorold, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator Graham 
Kennedy, 53 Church St., St. Catharines, ON L2R 
3C3; 905-641-8868; gkennedy@niagara.com. 

Tiverton, Knox Presbyterian Church; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Susan Samuel, 345 Durham 
St., Kincardine, ON N2Z 1Y6; 519-396-2311; 
ssamuel@bmts.com. 

Wallaceburg, Knox Presbyterian; Interim Mode- 
rator Rev. Mike Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian 


Church, 60 Fifth St., Chatham, ON N7M 4V7; 
519-352-2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Brandon, Man., First Presbyterian; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Paul Sakasov, 338 11th 
St.E., Brandon, MB R7A 5W7; 204-727-2385; 
paul@pcbrandon.com. 

Carberry, Man., Knox-Zion Presbyterian; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Jean Bryden, 808 
9th St. NW, Portage la Prairie, MB R1N 3L3; 
204-857-4815; jbryden@mts.net. 

Flin Flon, Man., St. Andrew's Presbyterian; Inte- 
rim Moderator Rev. Peter Bush, 197 Browning 
Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 

Portage la Prairie, Man., First; Interim Moderator 
Rev. David Wilson, 22 Linden Blvd., Brandon, 
MB R7B 1B9; dwilsguy@mts.net. 

Thompson, Man., St. Andrew's Presbyterian; 
Interim Moderator Peter Bush, 

197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3K 0L1; 
204-837-5706; peterwwpres@mts.net. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 
No vacancies 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE NORTHWEST 
Calgary, Alta., Trinity Presbyterian; 
Interim Moderator Rev. David Vincent, 
56 Scenic Rd. NW, Calgary, AB T3L 1B9; 
403-547-7700; dave.barbvincent@shaw.ca. 


you are innovative and think outside the box 


you are bursting with desire to spread the good news 

you are looking for a place to spread your wings 

you want to care for downtown workers 

you have a vision for community ministry for urban dwellers 


you have shared the gospel! with people with no religious or 
Spiritual background 


you have developed ground-breaking programs to attract youth 
and young families 


you have facilitated the revitalization of a congregation and want 
to be part of an exciting downtown church 


We are looking for you! 


St Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Victoria, BC, in beautiful downtown Victoria is looking for a full- 
time Assistant Minister for a three-year term. 


For application details go to http://standrews.pacificcoast.net 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


Edmonton, Alta., Callingwood Road Presb- 
yterian; Interim Moderator Rev. Bob Calder, 
6607 31st Ave.,Edmonton, AB T6K 4B3; 
780-462-2446; crpc2007@gmail.com. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

North Vancouver, St. Andrew's and St. Ste- 
phen’s Presbyterian; Rev. Dr. Brian J. Fraser, 
Interim Moderator, 1402-1327 East Keith 
Rd., North Vancouver, BC V7J 315; 
fraser@growingchurches.org. 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim Modera- 
tor Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presb- 
yterian, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Vancouver, Kerrisdale Presbyterian; Co- 
Interim Moderators Revs. Joyce and Glen 
Davis, 6040 lona Dr., Vancouver, BC V6T 
2E8; 604-822-9807; gdavis@vst.edu. 

Victoria, St. Andrew’s; Full-time assistant 
minister, three-year call; Convener Search 
Committee Colina Titus, c/o St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, 680 Courtenay St., 
Victoria, BC V8W 1C1; 250-384-5734; 
colina.titus@gmail.com. 


Looking for a great 
place for a retreat ? 


Enjoy: = 

¢ a beautiful setting 
e amodern Lodge 
¢ affordable rates 


e near Parry Sound 


HIDDEN BAY 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION 


Time running out to gift shares of BCE! 


Hey, Herb, did you hear 
the deal to buy Bell 
Canada and take it 
private looks like it's 
going to happen after all? 
They've announced the 
deal will close on or 
before December 11". 
Meanwhile, I won't be 
getting any more dividend 
payments on my stock, 
and I'm going to take a 
huge tax hit on my capi- 
tal gains when the deal 
finally closes. 


Yes, I've been following 
the news. But don't forget 
that by giving a portion of 
your BCE shares to the 
church you can eliminate 
the capital gains tax on the 
shares you give. Plus, you'll 
receive a donation tax 
receipt for the value of 
the shares you donate. 
You'll be able to reduce the 
tax you owe to $0.00 AND 
provide extra money to 
your home congregation 
and other vital ministries 
in the church at the same 
time. Pretty neat, eh? 


Call Herb in the Planned Giving Office at 
1-800-619-7301 to continue the conversation 
and learn how you can donate your BCE 
shares or other publicly traded securities to 
the church and turn a potential tax liability 
into a gift opportunity. 


The Planned Giving Office, The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7, 1-800-619-7301 
www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving/securities 


Planting reeds of hope For generations to come. 
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KIDS PAGE 


Called toV 


CREATED BY JENNIFER O’FARRELL 


People often went looking for Jesus to ask him questions. 
Instructions - One day a well-educated person asked: 


° @ Each line of the puzzle below has : “Teacher, in the law which is the 
° . 1 


one word hidden in it. 


° e Fill in the blank space with a missing : has 
letter that belongs to that wordand *: Matthew 22, verses 35 to 40 
cross it off the LETTER LIST found : 
: at the bottom of the page. Words to Live by | 
* @ Each correct word has fiveormore 
letters in it. 
; ° You will not always need all of the | H LOVIN R | N Ath ui AH 
: letters in the row to make the word. Be ky Hoc ke ae n za TT | Bo ZR ial 
¢ ® The letter you add may be at the : 
beginning, at the end, or somewhere + He ot CR ae ees AWs N/E S|iSIN | i 
in the middle of the word. be | 
* @ When completed you will be able SPB SERN 4 P aie Ft GC BK. bah iek Tae 
* to read two words down the centre ae 
squares of the puzzle. Fill these 
ey inteuthe Were in he story RIA'S EG S REN [ GTH 
above the puzzle, from Matthew 22, 
verses = ‘ 40. a ‘ Hie Ys MiG Re B D I | By) NY CPE 
re) Es oa Ooh Wa By) }) By Thpeleaes 
S| J |: O pes Biaie A wise HY O°-O Ee? an 
fe) Re ee aes P| Reb Bs NY eee 
NPE oe erie B Uo) Reh eae | 
REY. OR pRB Vi siete BBE PRY Nese 
Te | Ke eRe Ail Ree Ce ie 
ee eH Re Hels Pe aero Na Saaee 
eR WiniGiel DAE Cai G) Serr AY NB haere 
E|R|D|IW/I/s]| |O|M|G|P|UIJA 
Sid ig be ge ho LPS tS Se ara 
Roa WOE | ae SG oy Peeeas 
Peet | Nee cere |S iw Mia De GD sis gh we 
USN oP De BS ems AYN Dol Tae Nee 
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For the Journey, continued from page 50 


nasty end is facing towards you so that 
you can’t see their glowing eyes, the first 
thing you know that they are even there 
is the sound of your Smart Car becoming 
a moose suppository. At times like this 
size really does matter. You have got to 


| be aware of the hazards and be properly 


Size really does matter. You have got to 
be aware of the hazards and be properly 
equipped to drive the Cariboo roads 


Sas. 


equipped to successfully handle driving 
the Cariboo roads, especially in the fall 
and winter, particularly in the dark. 
Otherwise you can end up looking real 
dumb, or dead. 

It strikes me that it’s like this with 
following Christ too. You have got to 
be aware of the hazards and properly 
equipped to successfully handle going 
down the road with Jesus. The New 
Testament writers want us to know the 
hazards. Jesus Christ is in the middle 
of a conflict with the world’s darkness, 
with its sin and evil, and if we journey 
with him seeking his justice and peace 
in the world, we can’t help but be in the 
middle of his conflict. This is a major 
theme in the New Testament. 

Peter knew this perhaps more than 
anybody; particularly at the time the first 
Epistle that bears his name was written. 
He had come up full against the polit- 
ical and religious authorities of a world 
bound by darkness and bad news, to 
which he had to proclaim the liberating 
good news of Jesus Christ. The people to 
whom 1 Peter is addressed had come up 
against it too. And so 1st Peter teaches 
how to go about properly equipping 
one’s self to handle following Jesus: “So 
roll up your sleeves, put your mind in 
gear, be totally ready to receive the gift 
that’s coming when Jesus arrives. Don’t 
lazily slip back into those old grooves of 
evil, doing just what you feel like doing. 
You didn’t know any better then; you 
do now. As obedient children, let your- 
selves be pulled into a way of life shaped 
by God's life, a life energetic and blazing 
with holiness. God said, ‘I am holy; you 


be holy.’” (1 Peter 1:13-16) 

And now I think I understand some- 
thing about the purpose of holiness. 
Holiness has to do with being prop- 
erly equipped to live in the wild and 
woolly world with Christ, seeking his 
peace with justice there, particularly 
inn the. dark 
places. I have 
to be honest 
and admit that 
most often I 
don’t take holi- 
ness very seri- 
ously. The Word of God certainly does. 
I want to live in the world, to be fully 
of the world, to live according to the 
standards my society teaches or at least 
allows. The Word of God wants me to 
live in the world but to not be of it, to 
live according to the standard that God 
teaches. God wants me to be in the 
world but to be set apart for him as I live 
in it, “to let myself be pulled into a way 
of life shaped by God's life, a life ener- 
getic and blazing with holiness.” In the 
Bible, holiness of course means to live 
a pure or godly life, but it means more 
than just that. James Muilenberg in one 
of his etymological studies suggests at 
least two associations for the Hebrew 
word holy, namely “separation” and 
“brightness.” God’s standards for living 
and the world’s standards are not often 
the same. There is an inherent tendency 
towards darkness in a world distorted by 
sin. And there is an inherent hazard in 
living for God in the world, to be blazing 
light in the all-too-often consuming 
darkness. How do I take on this hazard? 

The Bible is wonderfully practical, 
full of grace-filled instructions. From the 
Old Testament through the New, God’s 
people are continually given pragmatic 
standards for lives shaped by God, lives 
“energetic and blazing with holiness.” To 
this end, Moses leads God’s people to a 
mountain and they are given a word of 
God, Torah—God’'s instructions for living. 
It comes in the form of commandment, 
ordinance and holiness code. God puts a 
nub on all of this when he summarizes, 
“You shall be holy, for I the Lord your 
God am holy” (Leviticus 19:2). To the 


FOR THE 
JOURNEY 


same end, more than a millennium later, 
the Word of God takes on flesh and Jesus 
leads his followers to a mountain. They 
are given a word of God, instructions 
for living, the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5-7). Jesus puts a nub on all of 
this when he summarizes, “Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect”(Matthew 5:48). The continuity 
in these two grace-filled moments of 
instruction leaves me thunderstruck. 

And so, time after time I am driven 
back to these two sections of God’s Word 
to ponder them. And in pondering 
Torah and Sermon on the Mount, I 
realize that there is something here for 
me, something at once very spiritual, 
practical and equipping. Certainly the 
instructions have to be hammered out 
to fit my time and place, done in terms 
of the spirit of the law if not the letter of 
it, done under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit who inspires both the writing and 
my hearing. But if I am to live in the 
world and not of it as Jesus prays that 
I would John 17:13-19), if I am “to let 
myself be pulled into a way of life shaped 
by God's life, a life energetic and blazing 
with holiness,” here is where I need to 
be in order to be properly equipped. For 
me to turn my back on these biblical 
places of instruction, as I so often do, 
amounts to driving through the moose 
pasture of the Cariboo in winter dark- 
ness in a Smart Car. 

Like the Psalmist, I need to be in the 
Torah and Sermon on the Mount in a 
contemplative way, masticating like a 
bear sucking marrow from bones, not 
in search of some kind of overly simple 
life-starving legalism, but of succulent 
life-giving instructions and principles 
for living. Indeed, “How well equipped 
are those who do not walk according 
to the advice of the wicked, nor take a 
stand with sinners, nor sit with scoffers; 
but their delight is in the Torah/Instruc- 
tions of the Lord, and on these they 
meditate day and night.” (Psalm 1:1-2, 
author’s paraphrase) @ 


Rev. David Webber is a contributing editor to 
the Record. He is a minister of the Cariboo, 
B.C., house church ministry. 
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A Smart Car is not the best tool for a wintry mountain road. BY DAVID WEBBER 


ast October, we were driving 
home from our house church in 
illiams Lake on a Sunday after- 
noon. Just before we got to our turnoff 
on Highway 97, just before the infamous 
127 Mile corners, two brand new Smart 
Cars came up behind us and passed us. 
They must have been doing at least 120 
kilometres per hour because we were 
sifting along pretty fast ourselves. Each 
car was painted with logos of several 
different sponsors. Their little motors 
were screaming as they passed us on 
their way to some promotional event. 
Each driver seemed to be pumping on 
the pedals for all he was worth. And 
they were travelling about three Smart 
Car lengths apart too, which is really 
close. 

Now about this time, Rodney the 
moose wandered out onto the highway 
right at the corners. Rodney is all bull, 
huge in body and in horn. He’s normally 
secretive so we don’t see him much all 
year, and he is normally discreet with 
his “affairs” so we don’t see him much 
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even during October’s rutting season. 
We could see a long way ahead of us 
because of the corners, enough to see 
Rodney walk with great purpose out of 
the bush, across the right-of-way and 
directly onto the middle of the road. 
The racing Smart Cars were down in the 
pocket of the corner and couldn’t see 
him like we could. 

All of sudden the two Smart Cars 
climbed out of the pocket, rounded the 
corner and there was ole Rodney. The 
brakes went on and horns honked furi- 
ously. Rodney turned to face whatever 
it was that was challenging his male 
rutting dominance (at least I hope that 
was what he was doing because the 
other alternative is really scary) and 
when he saw the pair of charging Smart 
Cars he put his head down to face them. 
Somehow the Smart Cars stopped just 
before they found themselves on the 
horns of a real dilemma, which was at 
least twice their size and now shaking 
said horns as if to say, “Come on 
boys, let’s get ’er done.” Rodney stood 


his ground and little yellow backup 
lights could be seen at the rear of each 
Smart Car as the operators desperately 
rummaged around the gearbox looking 
for reverse. Rodney turned and saun- 
tered off the road. 

I don’t know what was going on in 
the wee Smart Cars right about then, 
nor what it smelled like, but in our 
three-quarter-ton pickup truck we all 
breathed a healthy sigh of relief. Chelsea 
put it best when she later said, “If they 
call them Smart Cars how come you 
look so dumb racing one of them down 
the Cariboo highway?” 

And that’s the point of telling 
this story. A Smart Car, at least in my 
humble opinion, leaves a person really 
ill equipped to handle what goes on in 
the moose pasture that is the Cariboo 
highway. This is true at any time of year, 
but particularly in winter, especially at 
night. On dark winter nights, moose 
like to stand in the middle of the road 
on the black pavement, and if their 

continued on page 49 
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Presbyterian Record! 
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to someone about a gift you'd love to receive? 

How about the present that comes all year? 
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exciting issues of the Presbyterian Record. We'll even 
send them a Christmas card announcing your present! 
Are they already getting the Record? No problem! 
We'll just add your gift to their current subscription. 
The Record is full of engaging stories and photographs 
about the work of Presbyterians in Canada and 

around the world. 

Keep your favourite relative in touch with their faith! 
Call today. 1-800-619-7301 or 416-441-1111 ext. 308. 
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BREADBASKET 
TO BASKET CASE | 


Zimbabwe is one more example of the West’s abandonment of Africa. BY DAVID HARRIS 


abstract mother and child carved in black springstone radi- 

ate extraordinary love and tenderness and is probably my 
most cherished piece of art gathered from foreign reporting. 

But like so much about Zimbabwe, it creates mixed feel- 
ings, because I recently discovered that the internationally 
known sculptor, David Mutasa, who has exhibited at the 
Smithsonian, ran for President Robert Mugabe’s ZANU-PF 
party twice (he was defeated in the 2008 spring elections) 
and stands accused of doling out grain rations from the fam- 
ily mill only to Mugabe supporters. 

Reading Margaret Zondo’s account of growing up in Zim- 
babwe in this issue brought back many memories of my only 
visit to that country a decade ago to cover the 8th General 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 

About 15 years before, in my 1983-84 seminary year, I first 
heard about the atrocities carried out under Mugabe’s rule. 

The dean of Harare’s Anglican cathedral, John Da Costa, 
was visiting the parish I was assigned to. At one presentation, 
he asked any journalists present to leave because he feared pub- 
licity about what he had to say would jeopardize more lives. 

Fortunately, I had not yet taken up this career and so I| 
listened, stunned like everyone else, about the infamous Fifth 
Brigade, a group of terrorist soldiers, who raped and butch- 
ered thousands of men, women and children, sometimes pil- 
ing them into mass graves. 

It was part of Mugabe’s war, both tribal and political, 
against rival Joshua Nkomo, himself a terrorist. 

Things worsened over the years. As Zondo notes, Zimba- 
bwe’s economic turmoil makes the current rattling of world 
banks and stock markets seem like a placid sea. In Zim, as it’s 
fondly known, inflation now runs in the millions of per cent 
each year. 

In this fertile, stunningly beautiful country, bread (if you 
can find it) costs one price when you enter the supermarket 
and another when you get to the checkout. 

Zimbabwe has gone from being the breadbasket to the 
basket case of Africa. 

The human numbers are overwhelming. In a population 
of 11 million, a quarter of adults have HIV/AIDS. The median 
age has plummeted to 18, with life expectancy at birth of 45. 

Canada’s median age, by contrast, is 40 with life expec- 


[= at a piece of Zimbabwe almost every day. The slightly 
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tancy of 82. 

About 80 per cent of the population is unemployed and 
living below the poverty line. 

About the only bright spot is that the country’s infra- 
structure of airports, roads, railways and phone lines was well 
enough built that perhaps it can be rehabilitated if and when 
Mugabe disappears from the political scene. Unfortunately, . 
civil war is also possible. 

Zimbabwe is yet another example of the West’s abandon- 
ment of Africa. Having (in large measure, successfully) plun- 
dered both the continent’s people and natural resources before 
it became clear to Europe’s colonial powers, weakened after 
two world wars, that ruling from afar just wasn’t possible. 

With culpable negligence, those same powers and the indus- 
tries they supported utterly failed to reasonably educate the 
indigenous population. White Western powers left abruptly, 
leaving political vacuums that sucked pre-existing tribal con- 
flicts into the vortices of violence we still have today. 

U.S. foreign policy blanks out at the eastern edges of the 
south Atlantic; Europeans still barely tolerate each other, let 
alone help others, and smaller countries like Canada seem 
simply not to care. 

The situation across Africa is not unlike Yugoslavia under 
Tito. Once the iron fist is removed, long-simmering disputes ~ 
erupt in violence. But the West eventually moved in to deal 
with Kosovo. 

Not Africa. Not Rwanda. Not the Congo. Not Darfur. Not 
Somalia (with the exception of a bungled U.S. foray). Not 
Zimbabwe. 

Yet as Andrew Faiz points out in his column this month, we 
have a shared humanity—humanity that arose in Africa, let’s 
not forget. Our lack of commitment to sub-Sahara Africa in par- 
ticular is like ignoring a gangrenous limb. Amputate it, and the 
body is mutilated; fail to treat it and it poisons the whole body. 

Jesus and Paul both taught us to see God’s face in every 
human being. To recognize we are part of one body. The 
global indifference towards Africa is appalling. We ought to 
be ashamed. I wonder why we are not? @ 
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Sincere search 
Re Repent Repent Repent, September 


I think a sincere search of one’s © 


heart will always find something we 
can improve on—we have not achieved 
perfection yet. 

Mr. Faiz should have stuck with the 
need to repent when he felt a pull at 
his heart by the Holy Spirit. Instead he 
was persuaded by pride to rationalize it 
away. Jesus was the only one who did 
not have to repent. 

BUD CRAIG, OTTAWA 


The P in PCC, cont’d 

Iam deeply saddened by Robert Ewing’s 
misguided and hurtful remarks, in the 
September Record. | am one of those 
who has been fortunate enough to have 
taken my MDiv at Tyndale Seminary, 
and then to have attended Presbyte- 
rian College, under the very generous 
and grace filled leadership of all of the 
staff there. 

Both experiences were very valu- 
able to me in developing the breadth 
of my ecumenical heart and mind, and 
for preparing me for ministry in our 
broadly Reformed denomination. 

At Tyndale I was taught by excel- 
lent Presbyterian professors (as well as 
Reformed Baptists, and many others). 
As a student I rubbed shoulders with 
Catholics, _ Mennonites, Christian 
Reformed, Greek Orthodox, as well as 
Baptists, Brethren, Pentecostal, and 
other denominations. 

Am I at a disadvantage from this 
experience? Not at all. It has taught me 
to listen closely and then to disagree 
in grace with those I don’t see eye to 
eye with; but always, in this, to still 
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hold our Reformed understanding of 
Scripture with integrity. 

When I went to Presbyterian 
College I was formed for ministry 
alongside of people studying to be 
United Church and Anglican minis- 
ters, again learning to speak the truth 
as I have come to understand it in my 
journey of faith, in love. (Maybe many 
who write into our magazine need to 
learn to do the same.) 

Truth ... Am I any less a Presbyte- 
rian than my peers in my actions and 
the way that I conduct worship on a 
Sunday morning? The congregation 
I serve seems very happy with our 
blend of very traditional Presbyterian 
worship, as well as more contempo- 
rary songs (I am deeply gladdened that 
our youth and young adults have been 
very involved in this ministry). 

Iam deeply committed to the scrip- 
tural virtues of love and unity, and 
I am deeply committed to pour out 
my life in service to Christ, through 
serving our church, this part of Christ’s 
Church, in our time in history. 

I do agree our church should be 
“Reformed and Reforming according 
to the Word of God.” That being said, 
I might not agree with Ewing’s social 
views based on my understanding 
of Scripture (or those of Derrick 
Cunningham also in  September’s 
Record), but does that make me any less 
a Presbyterian, or does that make me 
any less able to help lead our Church 


* into the future? I certainly hope not. 


TIMOTHY FERRIER, CHESLEY, ONT. 


I am one of those ordinands who 
graduated from Tyndale and then 
went into ministry in the PCC. I > 
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... building up the Presbyterian Church 


2008 a 
Annual Appea 


Dear Reader: 


I want to remind you about the Presbyterian Record’s annual 
financial appeal—and tell you some exciting news about the 
production of this magazine. 


First, I hope you have had a chance to make a donation to the 
Record. It’s fully tax-deductible. If you haven’t or you have 
misplaced your appeal envelope package, it’s as easy as going . 
online to www.presbyterianrecord.ca and clicking on the Donate 
Now button in the upper right-hand corner. 


Secondly, this issue of the the Record is “greener” than any 
previous issue! Beginning this month, your Presbyterian Record 
(with the exception of the covers) is being printed on paper made 
entirely from recycled materials—paper, cloth, felt, etc. We’re 
doing our best to be environmentally responsible and we hope 
you'll be pleased with this decision. 


But we need your help! This paper costs more than ordinary 
newsprint made from pulpwood—Canada’s trees. 


Please give generously today and support a green Record. 
Thank you! 


ac these 


David Harris 
Publisher & Editor 
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LMM. PROVERBS. 
WAS RIGHT. A 

SOFT ANSWER DOES 
TORN AWAY WRATH. 
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would like to point out that I know 
of no one who gets an “ordination of 
convenience” in the PCC. The process 
I had to go through was akin to starting 
over from the beginning. Even though 
I had done my M.Div. at Tyndale, 
(which incidentally has a large number 
of influential Presbyterian ministers 
serving as professors on staff) and had 
done my undergrad work at Redeemer 
College (an institution of Reformed 
thinking par excellence!) I still had to go 
through all the hoops, guidance confer- 
ences, and take 16 courses (two years) at 
Knox College. (Which incidentally has 
professors from other denominational 
backgrounds.) In many of the course I 
took I had already done the equivalent, 
or more, at Tyndale. I would hardly call 
this a convenient course to ordination, 
but an important one in getting to 
know the denomination I serve. 

That is why I find it ironic that 
the author laments the demise of 
the historic traditional Presbyterian 
Church. Does the author really wish to 
go back to the time when Knox College 
flourished under the clear reformed 
theological vision of Bryden? Those 
whom I know in the Renewal Fellow- 
ship have more in common with 
Bryden than they do with the kind 
of biblical fundamentalist which the 
author tries to link them with. 

I think there have been times in our 
past when we were more confident and 
sure of what it meant to be reformed— 
but these would bear no similarity to the 
picture the author paints of his under- 
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standing of being Reformed and the 
historic Presbyterian Church. When 
in our traditional history have we 
been debating the issue of allowing 
homosexuality a normative status in 
the church? We must be careful that 
we do not use semper reformanda as 
a catch phrase to justify capitulating 
to our social context. The reformers 
(William Tyndale among them) under- 
stood “always reforming” to mean 
always examining church tradition 
and secular society by the standards 
of scripture and rejecting whatever 
did not measure up. I see the Renewal 
Fellowship and their efforts as an 
attempt to follow in the reformers 
footsteps, evaluating our church and 
culture from a perspective which takes 
neither a liberal or literalist view of 
scripture. The question is not if our 
church is recognizable historically, but 
whether it can correctly handle the 
word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15). That 
is what we want. 

REV. GRANT GUNNINK, CALGARY 


Youth Issue Online 

There is a wonderful article—A Connec- 
tion to God by Elana Gritzan—on your 
September website, about the mission 
trip to Cape Breton. This highlights 
an experience for youth and adults 
enjoying what God can do for others 
through us and also experience what 
God gives us through different expe- 


riences. It also highlights bridging 
the age gap as well as cultural. The 
youth need to be encouraged to take 
a greater part in congregational life 
and this article may spark interest in 
other congregations and Presbyteries 
to undertake mission work involving 
youth and adults. 

THERESA GLITHERO, VIA EMAIL 


Editor responds: \t is a wonderful 
article and follows-up on the story 
told in Sharing Their Gifts by Mavis 
Currie in the September issue. 


I noticed that my name and image are 
attached to an article in the September 
issue—Gifts and Talents—that I did 
not write. The body of the article was 
written by my co-worker at Camp 
Geddie, Amanda Henderson. She did 
an excellent job, and I will send her 
the cheque I received in the mail! Just 
wanted to give you a heads up. 

LAURA BLAIKIE, VIA EMAIL 


Editor responds: Thanks for the 
correction Laura and our apologies to 
Amanda. The only fair thing to do is for 
us to send another payment to Camp 
Geddie and as a team you can decide 
how best to spend the two cheques. 
(Which, because we are a struggling 
church publication, amounts to a 


few token dollars in appreciation of 


the efforts made by our talented and 
gracious authors.) @ 


Looking to Advertise in the Presbyterian Record? 


January — by November 15, 2008 


February — by December 15,2008 
(special Camp advertising section) 


March — by January 15,2008 
Carol McCormick 
tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 


fax: 905-833-2116 
email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


Please note our NEW advertising 
deadlines for upcoming issues ; 


Ca 


Re 
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Our Youth 
Program... 


...is well underway for the new 
school year in our bright and 
spacious new youth centre. 


The program aims to provide life 
skills development and advocacy 
for atrisk, inner-city youth. This 
includes an after-school club 
for boy's and girls, homework 
assistance for high school students, 
TIC assistance, Outside-the-Lines 
leadership retreat as well as the 
Cobblestone Theatre Project. 


We will need the following 
items to help our youth 
achieve their goals: 


School Supplies: binders, hole 
punches, calculators, geometry 
sets, pencil crayons, markers 
and art supplies. . 


‘ _ Student TTC tickets for the 
Transit for Teens program 


Our programs are also in need of 
financial support and volunteers. 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3WS 


Phone (416) 504-3563 
Fax (416) 504-8056 


www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR OOOT 
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People | Places 


To make People & Places submissions: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca. 
Please visit the monthly PnP page at www.presbyterianrecord.ca for more. 


Over its 40 years, Bridlewood, Scarborough, Ont., has raised 
over $2.5 million for missionary ministries all over the world. 
During the 1980s this church sponsored and shepherded 700 
boat people from South Vietnam. Revs. Jack Archibald, Chris 
Carter, Gordon Kouwenberg and George Robertson have been 
the ministers. And, in April, at its 40th anniversary, Rev. John 
Vissers was the guest preacher. 


William Langille is shown with his family holding his great 
grandmother Marie Smith's water pitcher after his Baptism and 
Confirmation at St. John’s, Pugwash, N.S.,on Aug. 11.On our web- 
site also from the same pastoral charge: 128th anniversary at East 
Lake, 180th anniversary at Wallace, 82nd anniversary at Tatama- 
gouche and a 52nd wedding anniversary also at Tatamagouche. 


That’s Rev. Dr. Stephen Hayes, 
of St. Andrew's, Quebec City, 
on the far left; and the clerk 
of session Gina Farnell on - 
the far right. In between 
them are nine of the 11 new 
(yes, New!) members who 
joined in June. Bienvenue! 
Voici votre église. Nous 

vous attendions. Front Row: 
Patrick Johanson, Matthew 
Sanheim, Erinn Johanson, 
Nicholas Sanheim. Back Row: 
Nancy Lease, Sheryl and 
Matthew Hatvany, Trevor 
Johanson, Erik Johanson. 
Absent: Marietta Freeland 
and Christopher Coetzee. 
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The goal, set in 2007 by the Mission’s Committee of St. 
Andrew’s, Galt, Ont., was to raise $5,000 to sponsor a well in 
Darfur, Sudan. In May, St. Andrew's gave Presbyterian World 
Service and Development a cheque for $15,000 for three 
wells. What happened? Mission happened! Last August there 
was a Walk For Water fundraiser, where folks walked around 
Galt from 7pm to 7am. They raised $10,000. They were so 
energized by that event, they had another fundraiser this 
year, to top their top effort. More photos on our website. 


Jack and Betty Turvey are shown with the model they 
created of their church, Elmwood Avenue, London, Ont. 
The model is being used in a fund raising campaign for the 
new church roof, and over the past two years the board of 
managers has raised over $9,000 by selling shingles for the 
model's roof. 


On our website: 

Anniversaries galore at a pastoral charge in N.S.; 111 

years of Chinese Presbyterian in Montreal, proving 

there’s nothing new about multiculturalism; two 100th 
anniversary articles from Knox, Cochrane, Ont.; endless 
cuteness with angels, lambs, caterpillars and butterflies in 
Gale, Ont.;a 100th anniversary book from Grace, Calgary— 
orders yours now!; 50 years of Ingleside, Ont.; three newish 


elders at Mt. Pleasant, Ont.;a new sound system in Argyle, People and Places entries published in the magazine are chosen through 
Ont.; the Teeswater, Ont., youth group goes shopping for a monthly lottery. However, many submissions prove themselves 
Evangel Hall; an instant baby boom (triplets) in Killam, unpublishable on a technical level. Every effort is made each month 
Alta.;a neighbourhood dinner mission at Laurel Lea by the PnP Editor to get better photos—not too dark, not too light, 
St. Matthew’s, Sarnia, Ont.;a Sunday school picnic in St. with ample digital information. Before submitting please read the essay 
Arthur; St. Andrew’s, Victoria archivist awarded by the How To Submit Photos In A Digital Age found on the People and Places 
City of Victoria page of www.presbyterianrecord.ca. 
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M ission to Mexico: Before they could build nine houses in Tijuana, Mexico in July, this group from Durham, 
Ont., first had to raise $14,000 so they could afford to be missionaries in Mexico. They were enterprising to say the least; and, 
really know how to carry a pink hammer. Back row: Stephan Smit, Ron Macintyre, Jared McConnell. Middle row: Shannon 
Becker, Ané Smit, Caitlyn Osborne, Nicole Vander Meulen, Emily Hutchinson, Sam Becker, Mary Buller (honourary Canadian 
from Colorado). Front row: Rev. Jim Johnson, Linda Johnson, Kathleen McConnell. 


Vacant offices filled 


Carmichael to lead church communications. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


WEB GURU Colin Carmichael joined the Life and Mission 
Agency this October as Associate Secretary, Communica- 
tion and Resource Production, a position which has been 
vacant for almost a year. 

Prior to his appointment, he served for two years as a 
member of the church’s internet advisory committee which 
was disbanded last year following the departure of the for- 
mer associate secretary. 

“I want to improve the communication infrastructure and 
allow congregations and presbyteries to get in touch with each 
other ... to improve sharing and collaboration,” he said. 

Earlier this summer he launched the Cambridge Reporter, 
an online newspaper that publishes stories written by the 
community. “It’s the kind of collaboration and discussion 
that you can only get online,” Carmichael said. “If I can 
take some of the lessons I learned [at the Reporter] and apply 
them to the PCC, that would be great.” 
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Carmichael has been working in the internet field for 
almost 10 years, most recently with Social Media Group in 
Dearborn, Michigan. 

In his new position, he is responsible for communica- 
tion activities within the church. This includes the creation 
and circulation of the PC Pak and PCC emails which are 
sent out to congregations monthly. Carmichael currently 
serves as an elder at Central, Cambridge, Ont. 

Susan James also joined national offices this September, 
replacing Bella Lam as Presbyterian World Service and De- 
velopment’s Africa and Middle East program co-ordinator. 

She most recently worked at the University of South 
Florida coordinating international public heath, medicine. 
and nursing programs. She has also worked in various mis- 
sions in Africa. 

“T’ve always had a strong passion and interest in Africa,” 
James said. “I’m thrilled to have this job.” m 
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Celebrating 


Young Lives 


Two prominent funerals add challenges. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


THIS SUMMER, Rosedale and Bonar- 
Parkdale, both in Toronto, conducted 
widely publicized funerals for murdered 
youth. Oliver Martin, 25, one of two 
young men who were shot outside a 
friend’s condominium, was buried from 
Rosedale while Katelynn Sampson, 7, 
was found in the home of her care- 
givers, just a few blocks from Bonar- 
Parkdale, where she was remembered. 

“l’ve done funerals for children 
before and they’re always difficult. But 
... this one was done because of murder 
and violence perpetuated against a 
child,” said Rev. Harry Klassen who 
presided at Sampson's funeral. 

Over 800 people attended each 
service. In accordance with the fami- 
lies’ wishes, the media were barred from 
entering the churches, but the streets 
outside were awash with cameras. 


A nearby funeral home hosted | 


Sampson’s visitation. As was widely 
reported, the girl’s body still bore marks 


‘of abuse, but according to Klassen her 
emaciated state was more striking than 


the bruises. 

“Katelynn’s middle name _ was 
‘Angel’ and I reminded people that in 
the scriptures that means ‘messenger’ 
and she had a message for us,” said 
Klassen. That message was a call to end 
violence, drug abuse and child abuse, 
and it was widely quoted by Toronto 
newspapers. Klassen said he was glad 
that the message was disseminated, 
but his homily encompassed more 
than angels. He spoke about the king- 
doms of life and death. “The part that 
they [the media] liked and wanted to 
stress was that Parkdale is a commu- 
nity where this is a problem that needs 
to be dealt with,” he said. 

Sampson’s family was connected 
with Bonar-Parkdale through a “break- 


fast club” outreach program which her 
biological mother attended frequently. 

Although Bonar-Parkdale is able to 
seat 1,000, at Rosedale measures were 
taken to accommodate attendees who 
overflowed the sanctuary. A large screen 
and two televisions assisted those 
inside the church, and a sound system 
provided audio for about 300 people 
who were forced to remain outside. 

In accordance with the family’s 
wishes, Martin’s funeral did not seek 
to make a political statement, but was 
instead a time to celebrate the young 
man’s life. “I made sure it was as inclu- 
sive a worship service as possible,” said 
MacLellan. It did not pass without 
misunderstandings. 

“The family asked for What A 
Wonderful World (by Louis Armstrong) 
to be sung,” MacLellan said. “So we put 
it out on the big church sign—What a 
Wonderful World—and we had many 
telephone calls asking that we remove 
it because it wasn’t sensitive to the 
family.” 

Despite phone calls and concerns, 
the service concluded with the song 
in an original four-part harmony 
arranged by the music director. “That 
was his [Oliver’s] favorite song,” said 
MacLellan. “And the family didn’t 


want to take it away from him.” 


Police investigations are ongoing 
in both murder cases. @ 


Five years ago, 
Laura, a young mother 
of four, first brought her 
youngest child to Flora 
House's Learning and 
Play Program. Later her two 
oldest were enrolled in the after- 
school program and now all four 
attend. She realized that in order 
to help her children, she needed 

to improve her own education, so 
returned to school 
and obtained her 
Grade 12. After 
this, she enrolled 4 
in an Aboriginal-run Aa 
program to earn : 

her Paraprofessional WI C M 
(Teacher's Aide) Diploma. Laura was 
employed at Flora House this past 
summer assisting with the summer 
day program for children. She is 
presently working in schools and 
encouraging all children to work 

to their fullest potential. Laura has 
become a life-long learner. 


. Your contributions to 
Winnipeg Inner City Missions 
assist in our work instilling 

_confidence in.all to reach 
their potential. 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 
Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 

P.O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4A7 

Flora House 204-586-5494 
Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 


204-942-8682 


iin. Cha ritable registration: #o! 


862942554RR0001 
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Tales of Taiwanese 


BURNABY—The Presbytery of West- 
minster recognized Burnaby Taiwan- 
ese, which began as a,mission and 
preaching point of Vancouver Taiwan- 
ese, aS a Stand-alone congregation in 
January. 

The fledging congregation was 
planted in celebration of VTPC’s 20th 
anniversary, and had been meeting 
steadily since September 2007. It has 
flourished, with over 100 people at- 
tending worship each Sunday. 

The past several years have seen 
dramatic shifts in the Taiwanese popu- 
lation as large numbers of immigrants 
return to Taiwan. According to Rev. 
Chinchai Peter Wang, the VTPC’s for- 
mer minister who advocated founding 
the new congregation, in 2000 there 
were 70,000 to 80,000 Taiwanese peo- 
ple living in Greater Vancouver, but 
by 2007 the number had dropped to 
35,000. ° 

Despite this trend, Burnaby Tai- 
wanese’ attendance has grown consis- 
tently, which has posed difficulties as 
the current facilities are becoming too 
small to adequately serve the congre- 
gation’s needs. 

According to Wang, Burnaby is 
well placed to serve the Taiwanese 
community. “Burnaby does not have 
the highest Taiwanese population, but 
it is centrally located,” he said. 

At the time of Burnaby’s found- 
ing, “VTPC was the only Presbyterian 
Church in Greater Vancouver worship- 
ping in Taiwanese,” said Ruth Chueh, 
the clerk of session at VITPC. “Some 
people did not want to travel the long 
distance to a church especially in an 
unfamiliar environment.” VTPC is on 
the west side of Vancouver. Sharing 
a building with the English speaking 
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Shifting demographics in Vancouver and Toronto. 


churches * 


Brentwood congregation, Burnaby is 
accessible to Taiwanese immigrants 
who settled in the suburbs and other 
areas on Vancouver's east end. 

The new church actively promoted 
itself through a number of channels 
including television and newspaper 
ads, bazaars and hiking groups. “There 
is warmth in the church,” Wang said. 
“Worship is lively and preaching is re- 
lated to the lives of new immigrants.” 

The new church faces some chal- 
lenges, said Bruce Cairnie, the interim 
moderator. The congregation must 
seek a mission beyond that which was 
entrusted to them as a VIPC mission, 
and they have to acquaint themselves 
to the culture of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. “They’re learning 
about it as they go,” he said. 

After 14 years at VIPC, Wang re- 
turned to Taiwan this summer. The 


congregation is actively seeking a new 
minister who speaks Taiwanese, Eng- 
lish and Mandarin. 

In the future, they hope to estab- 
lish. a Mandarin-speaking Taiwanese 
ministry, and will face the challenge of 
providing English ministry for even- 
tual second and third generations. 


TORONTO—Toronto Central and For- 
mosan Taiwanese Churches have been 
walking the road to amalgamation in 
East Toronto Presbytery. The newly 
formed Toronto Formosan held its first 
service this October, and will be seek- 
ing an English-speaking minister, a 
new building, and a new name in the 
next two years. 

“Amalgamation is never easy,” said 
Rev. Nicholas Athanasiadis, the inter- 
im moderator for Toronto Central and 
convener of the amalgamation com- 


The new Burnaby Taiwanese Presbyterian Church 
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mittee. “There’s a lot to negotiate.” 

For the two Taiwanese congrega- 
tions, negotiations include issues of 
history and identity. According to 
Athanasiadis and Wes Chang, a mem- 
ber of Toronto Central and the amal- 
gamation committee, a large part of 
Formosan’s congregation is composed 
of English-speaking, second genera- 
tion young people who were born in 
Canada. This has posed integration dif- 
ficulties for Central’s older, Taiwanese- 
speaking congregation. 

“Roots and history are very im- 
portant,” Athanasiadis said. “[These 
churches are] here today because of 
the hard work of the first generation 
that came together and became a con- 
gregation. How do you honour that?” 
he asked. 

_ “The reality is our second genera- 
tion has grown up. It is their turn to 
take charge, and it will be a different 
ministry to outreach to the English 
speaking community,” said Chang. “I 
personally hope they will be open to 
Mandarin speaking ministry some- 
day ... They have not been involved 
_in Mandarin ministry because some 
people consider China as Taiwan’s 
oppressor—this is my personal prayer 
that Taiwanese would preach the gos- 
pel to mainland Chinese even though 
they are enemies politically. Didn’t Je- 
sus teach us to love your enemies?” 

The two churches began as a sin- 
gle congregation, but split during the 
1980s to accommodate large numbers 
of immigrants who settled in the To- 
ronto area. Now that immigration has 
declined, “it is quite natural to see the 
two churches get back together again,” 
said Chang. 

Athanasiadis does not think the 
process will be easy. “For well over 20 
years they’ve developed and had their 
own community of faith,” he observed. 
“But they’ve realized that they can no 
longer go it alone.” m 


Rev. David Pan will serve as minister and 
moderator, and the church will continue to 
meet at Formosan’s former location until 
a new location has been found. 


emergency situations; and supports 


(sive a oift that 


can change lives 


“A gift opens doors...” 


Proverbs 18:16a 


You can support Presbyterian World Service & Development 
through the new Gifts of Change catalogue. 


Gift samples: 


$10 trains a farmer in a developing country in soil and water — 
conservation. 


$50 provides two rabbits for a family in Malawi. 


$300 presents a vulnerable youth with a one-year scholarship 


to attend secondary school. 


a New this year: 
_ Take part in the PWS&D Sunday 


_ School challenge and raise funds for 
a small] village in Malawi! 


| $900 provides a community with 
pigs, goats, rabbits, chicks and 
guinea fowl! 


This free catalogue highlights 
programs supported by PWS&D, 
International Ministries and Canada 
Ministries. 


i 


To order your free catalogue, 
call 1-800-619-7301 today! 


Presbyterian World Service & 
Development is the development and 
relief agency of The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. PWS&D works 
with international partners in health, 
education, agriculture, human rights 
and income generation; responds to 


refugee sponsorship: by Canadian 


congregations. 


tterian W Hes Service & Development 


ford De Parone CN AT oe) * LRU TOS ® Sores Dvterian.ca/ pwse 
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A Political Calling 


Faith is a driving force in public life. By CONNIE PURVIS 


“IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN less about poli- 
tics and more about service,” said Jane 
Pitfield. “For me, it was about the mes- 
sage. I’m speaking up for people who 
have concerns that need to be heard.” 
Pitfield ran for mayor of Toronto in 
2006, and served for eight years previ- 
ously as a city counsellor. She attends 
Leaside, Toronto. 

For Jim Prentice, Minister of In- 
dustry and Conservative incumbent 
in Calgary’s Centre-North riding, the 
choice to enter public life was “an ex- 
tension of serving others and serving 
the community.” He has been involved 
with Grace, Calgary, for many years. 

Pitfield noted that Ward 26, which 
she served while counsellor, was one 
of the largest and most diverse in To- 
ronto. It could be difficult making de- 
cisions on behalf of others; no one so- 
lution was good for all, and “for me to 
be able to pray for wisdom, insight and 
confidence when I felt strongly about 
an issue” was of vital importance. 

“It takes a certain amount of cour- 


age to stand. up and run for election, 
and certainly that strength came from 
my faith,” she said. For her, running 
was a Clear calling from God. 

“It has probably strengthened my 
faith,” said Prentice. “Politics is quite 
challenging, and being a minister of the 
crown is also a challenging position, 
and I think you need strong faith to sus- 
tain you and guide you through that.” 


“It takes a certain amount of 
courage to stand up and run 
for election, and certainly that 
strength came from my faith” 


For many, the road to politics was 
an unexpected turn in an otherwise 
apolitical life. Marion Schaffer, a re- 
tired Presbyterian minister who ran as 
a provincial Green Party candidate in 
Oakville last year, had no political am- 
bitions. “I avoided it,” Shaffer said. “I 
never ever joined a political party. I had 
no use for any politicians.” It was not 
until she met Elizabeth May at a Green 


Call Now 


SBYTERIAN _ 


for Exciting 


Advertising — 
Opportunities! 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 
or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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Party event in Toronto that Schaffer 
found a political affiliation, and it was 
not until three people—including May 
herself—had suggested she run that 
she considered it an option. 

Although she intended to run in 
Etobicoke this fall, Shaffer resigned 
in September. “As I progressed in the 
experience of becoming a politician, I 
realized that I was in the wrong place,” 
she said. “I can never be what people 
think of as a politician.” 

For others, the choice to run was a 
logical step. “I’ve been a political junk- 
ie for years and when the opportunity 
presented itself to actually participate 
in the process rather than grumble 
about it, I took it,” said Colin Carmi- 
chael, the Life and Mission Agency’s 
new associate secretary of communi- 
cation and resource production, who 
ran for the provincial Green Party in 
Cambridge last year. 

For Prentice political life has been 
the fulfillment of a life-long inter- 
est. “I’ve always been quite interested 
in public service,” he said, adding he 
always ensured that he was engaged 
in public service in different ways 
throughout his professional and busi- 
ness life. “[My wife Karen and I] es- 
sentially felt that the time was right in 
2003-2004 when I entered public life.” 

Although she will never be a politi- 
cian, Schaffer has plans to train young 
people and urge further involvement 
in her party. Pitfield has likewise left 
the immediate political sphere. “I’ve 
taken time to think about how I can 
take my experience and still serve oth- 
ers and serve God,” said Pitfield. “For 
me, it’s not about holding the political 
position—that gives you the opportu- 
nity and vantage point to effect po- 
litical decisions—but there are other 
ways for citizens who are not elected 
to any kind of government to serve 
their community.” @ 
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Gifting 


THE GIFTS OF CHANGE CATALOGUE provides a number of unique opportunities 
to support ministry and development in Canada arid around the world. The 
recipient of your gift will be sent a card in your name, and your donation will be 
used by PWS&D’s partners to attain program goals. The catalogue can be ordered 
individually or collectively from the Book Room, and is also available online. 


Some suggestions from the catalogue: 


$20 $80 $90 


School supplies for A bicycle to help a Provide a village 
an elementary school young minister visit with free AIDS 
student in Eastern congregations in testing 
Europe Kenya or Malawi 


* A Guatemalan woman generates 
res through her weaving 


NEWS 


z 


From the Book Room: 


God With Us: Rediscovering 

the Meaning of Christmas— a 
collection of meditations for each 
week of advent. 


An Aboriginal Carol—the Huron 
Indian Carol as interpreted by Metis 
poet David Bouchard, First Nations 
artist Moses Beaver, and Inuit singer- 
songwriter Susan Aglukark. 


Simply in Season—a new World 
Community Cookbook based on the 
popular 100-mile diet with recipes — 
that rely on seasonal foods. 


Worship Feast: Complete 

Worship Outlines for Advent and 
Christmas—features youth-oriented 
services. 


The Story of Christmas Advent 
Calendar—contains small books 
to be read each day of Advent. 


www.presbyterian.ca/bookroom 


120 $260 


A goat for an A year’s shelter and 
impoverished security fora 
family vulnerable child 
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WORLD NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


Gandhi remembered 
with violence 


ENI—Violence against Christians 
continued in India, as the nation cele- 
brated the 139th anniversary of Mahatama 
Gandhi's birth in October. The All India 
Christian Council said in early October 
that 57 Christians had been killed in the 
violence in the Kandhamal district, and 
that 4,300 Christian houses, as well as 
142 churches and many Christian institu- 
tions had been looted and torched. Often 
described as a prophet of non-violence, 
Gandhi led the Indian independence 
movement against the British empire 
through peaceful protest. 

In the Indian capital New Delhi, more 
than 10,000 Christians and others marked 
the final day of a week-long protest 
against the current violence by marching 
to the city’s main memorial to Gandhi. 

“Religious leaders have spoken out in 
one voice that there can be no justifica- 
tion for violence in the name of religion,” 
Andrews Thazhath, Catholic archbishop 
of Thrissur and secretary of the Kerala 
Catholic Bishops’Council said ata meeting 
with Hindu leaders. 

Inajointstatement,the religious leaders 
said, “Violence is not part of any religion. 
Acts that pave the way for religious hatred 
and disharmony should not be promoted, 
and have to be stopped.” The leaders also 
declared that “forced conversion is no 
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conversion” and they deplored “exploita- 
tion of faith for political gains.” 

The violence in Orissa broke out 
after the killing of Hindu leader Swami 
Laxmanananda Saraswati in August. A 
Maoist leader is reported to have claimed 
responsibility for the killing but some 
Hindu groups say it was a Christian 
conspiracy, as the 85-year-old slain monk 
had been campaigning against conver- 
sion to Christianity in Kandhamal, where 
he was based. 


Know your apostle from epistle 


ENI—“Whether you are covering Crea- 
tionism or Zionism, or want to know 
your apostle from your epistle, The Bible 
Style Guide is here to help journalists get 
started,” said David Ashford, the interde- 
nominational Bible Society's media deve- 
lopment officer, who has written a guide 
to help journalists and broadcasters get 
up to speed on biblical matters. 

Observers say the choice of the title 
for the handbook may reflect the hope 
that the 75-page work will find a place on 
journalists’ reference shelves rather than 
being lost in the avalanche of information 
that pours into newsrooms. 

Among ‘the questions the guide 
addresses are,When was Jesus really born? 
Is intelligent design the same as creatio- 
nism? How do Christians deal with violent 
texts in the Bible? How many books do 
the different versions of various Christian 
denominations contain, and who decided 
what should be included? The main 
section is a 20-page A-Z glossary. 


Bloggers’ 10 commandments 


ENI—Christian Internet bloggers have 
received 10 commandments from Britain's 
Evangelical Alliance to help them avoid 
the danger of writing in haste what they 
might later regret at leisure. 
1. You shall not put your blog 
before your integrity. 
2. You shall not make an idol 
of your blog. 
3. You shall not misuse your screen — 
name by using your anonymity to sin. 
4. Remember the Sabbath day by taking 
one day off a week from your blog. 


5. Honour your fellow bloggers above 
yourselves, and do not give undue 
significance to their mistakes. 

6. You shall not murder someone else’s 
honour, reputation or feelings. 

7. You shall not use the Web to commit 
or permit adultery in your mind, 

8. You shall not steal another person's 
content. 

9. You shall not give false testimony 
against your fellow blogger. 


~ 10. You shall not covet your neighbour’s 


blog ranking; be content with your 
own content. 


_Tutu’s birthday challenge 


ENI—On the occasion of his 77th birthday 
in October Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
Desmond Tutu expressed his continuing 
vision for “culture that espouses listening, 
of fellowship, dialogue, mutual respect 
and of working together across genera- 
tions. 

“To the elder generation, my challenge 
is, take your role seriously. Be sensitive 
to the needs of the wider society. See 
how you can contribute individually and 
collectively, and act,” said Tutu, a former 
archbishop of Cape Town in South Africa. 

“To the younger generation,” he said, 
“my challenge is, learn from the older 
generation. Do not repeat our mistakes 
but build on our successes, and find new 
ways to make this world a better place.” 


Remember the poor 
ENI—The global financial crisis should 
not derail progress that has been made 
on fighting poverty worldwide, religious 
leaders request. “When the powers that 
be declare there is an emergency, there 
is mobilization,” Rev. David Beckmann, 
president of the Washington-based anti- 
hunger group Bread for the World, urged 
the United Nations Millennium Develop- 
ment Goals should not be forgotten. 
Beckmann noted that as he spoke the 
U.S. Congress was debating a financial 
bailout for Wall Street financial institutions 
of nearly US$700 billion, while “religious 
communities have been working with 
pennies for decades” against hunger and 
poverty. @ 
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A news story is at best only a metaphor. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


Afghanistan, showing some of the hundreds of photos I 

took on that trip. Near the end of my talk I had a photo 
of a little girl holding on to her father. A typical photo—one 
that could be taken of my daughter as she suddenly becomes 
shy in the company of her parent’s strange friends. With 
that image on the screen I said one thing I had learned from 
Afghanistan was that despite all the differences in culture, 
locale, history, economics and much else, at the heart of us, 
we share a common humanity. That children cling to their 
parents when strangers come to the door, partially curious 
about the big world out there, while holding on to the safety 
of the domestic circle. 

A maudlin conclusion perhaps; and one I shared last 
month in this column after watching 32 movies at the 
Montreal Film Festival. Certainly one woman at the Afghan- 
istan talk thought it was a silly punch line. Without missing 
a beat she said, “Yeah, till she grows up, does something he 
doesn’t approve of and he kills her.” 

I was, rare for me, speechless. My first response was a rush 
of anger, which I hope I didn’t express. Hadn’t she heard my 
presentation? Hadn’t she read my article? Or, had she heard 
the presentation through a particular filter? I never thought 
she was being racist, but as I calmed down (a little) I real- 
ized she was expressing the arrogance of a media watcher. 
She knew for a fact, because she had heard the stories, that 
honour killings happen over there. In Afghanistan. 

Various human rights organizations broke that story a 
few years ago—approximately 200 girls killed in Afghanistan 
in 2006 for “inappropriate relationships.” A powerful story. 

But is that story representative of Afghanistan? Is it 
representative of fathers and daughters? Is it the story of 
Muslims? Yes, it’s a powerful story, but does it illustrate 
Afghanistan? é 

During the Summer of SARs in Toronto my sister-in- 
law in Langley, B.C., called to say we should move in with 
her for the summer. She had been hearing stories of people 


[« speaking at a church about my experiences in 


dying in Toronto and assumed we were all in a state of quar- 
antine. From her vantage, across the country, it seemed 
Toronto was shut-down because that’s the only story she 
was getting from the city. 

I made the same assumption on September 11th, 2001, 
when I forgot Manhattan was a really big island. I finally 
spoke to a friend who was then living on the Upper East 
Side who said he had as much a relationship to the fateful 
events as I did. His work and home were so far away, he too 
was watching it all on TV. 


Despite all the differences in culture, locale, 
history, economics and much else, at the heart 
of us, we share a common humanity 


In our 24/7 media world we think we know the truth 
but we know very little. A news story is at best only a meta- 
phor for conditions in the village, city, country from which 
it has been filed; at its worst, which is most of what we 
get, it is often a complicated mixture of cultural biases and 
it-bleeds-it-leads cynicism. 

I could argue, from my limited experience of being 
there, that the photograph of the little girl holding on to her 
daddy is the true story of Afghanistan—a story of culture, 
tradition, community and hope. But based solely upon an 
unscientific survey of stories from Afghanistan, that is not 
the story we—you and me, the consumers of media, the 
ones who pay for it—want. We want stories of hateful ideo- 
logues, ignorant families and dead soldiers. That is Afghani- 
stan to us; and Somalia and Sudan, and many other such 
places, caught in civil wars and filled with non-Canadians. 

The onus is always on us to discern what we consume. 
Because consume is what we do best of all; often smugly, 
judging the world in our shadow. Superciliously sitting 
atop Abraham Maslow’s Hierarchy Of Needs. Forgetting our 
shared humanity in the face of the never-ending news-cycle. 
And we must discern in favour of our shared humanity. 
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was born into the Manyika tribe in Mutare, 
Manicaland Province, Zimbabwe, to a 
preacher man and a nurse. Manicaland 
was referred to as New England by the 
early settlers and missionaries who flocked 
there, establishing mission stations and schools. Two 
distinct characteristics of the Manyika tribe are their 
excessive consultations during roundtable decision- 
making processes and their belief that they possess 
extraordinary powers to send a bolt of lightning to 
their enemies. | 

My father—Rev. Canon Walter Tendayi Chita- 
mbo—was undergoing a three-year theological train- 
ing program in South Africa at the time of my birth. 


You can take an African out of the village but you cannot 
take the village out of an African.—an African saying 


In consultation with my grandmother I was named 
Margaret. I also have a Shona traditional name, 
Rudo, which means ‘love.’ In the colonial days, Afri- 
can parents gave English names to their offspring but 
this changed after the attainment of black majority 
rule in 1980, when Shona and Ndebele tribal names 
became expressions of pride and identity. Still, not 
every child is proud of his or her tribal name, espe- 
cially those who grow up in the West. 

Before my father joined the ministry, he was a 
successful high school principal and my mother— 
Grace Rudo Chitambo, nee Mahechani—a qualified 
nurse. They lived a comfortable life in rural Mutare. 
My father told me his family was at first opposed > 
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to him working for the church. He grew up in a polygamous _ 


family; his mother was the last of my grandfather’s four wives 
and it was that childhood experience which influenced him 
tremendously to lead a Christian life. Upon successful com- 
pletion of his training, my father returned home and was 
assigned a congregation in one of the poor black townships. 
Zimbabwean cities were segregated according to race, and 
Africans lived in townships at the edge of the city. If there 
was an uprising, so the colonial logic went, it would be easy 
to quell. In such an arrangement, Africans faced numerous 
restrictions and could not freely move between places with- 
out presenting a pass—a government-issued identity card 
containing the name and locality of one’s village, and the 
name of one’s biological father and chief or headman. 

Despite living in the city, we had our share of village life 
by taking part in all the activities expected of an African 
child on a visit to the village. We worked the land, herded 
cattle and goats, listened to stories by the fire while roast- 
ing corn and peanuts, and bathed with other village kids in 
the river. We enjoyed a trip to the country store and prac- 
ticed our English with the white storekeepers. In school, 
we received all instruction in English, the official language. 
These and other activities shaped our future attitudes and 
impressions about life without boundaries. 


recall the first time my grandmother visited 
us in the city. She had never come across, let 
alone used, a flushing washroom. She spoke 
no English so when on a trip to the village my 
father shouted at our family dog to get out, she 
thought its name was Out and proceeded to ask 
my cousin to give Out some food. We laughed 
so hard and told our friends about the incident 
for a long time after. 
My family later left Mutare and moved to Chinhoyi the 
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capital of Mashonaland West Province. In Chinhoyi, my 
father was assigned a seven-point charge ministering to a 
vibrant multi-racial and multi-cultural mining and agri- 
cultural community scattered on commercial farms and in 
small mining towns. We lived first in an old rural house 
before moving to Chinhoyi town. My parents lived under 
constant fear of us accidentally falling into the latrine pit 
that served as the communal washroom, or worse, into the 
village well. Such tragedies were common because of a lack 
of the basic needs for a safe and healthy life in the rural 
areas. We traveled 10 kilometres every day to town in the 
company of fellow students to attend a native or black Afri- 
can school. White children attended private schools. One 


such morning, we witnessed a tragic vehicle accident on 


the busy main highway involving a member of our group, a 
young girl. The images of that particular occurrence are still 
vivid in my mind. 

Although at the time government policy reinforced com- 
plete racial segregation, whites and blacks lived side by side 
peacefully. Society was structured along the master and ser- 
vant model. The division of labour was clear; whites ran the 
economy, lived in posh, houses and owned the best fertile 
land—70 per cent before independence in 1980 although 
they comprised only four per cent of the population. They 
used sophisticated machinery operated by poorly paid black 
immigrant farm workers. 

White farmers grew mostly tobacco for export. Migrant 
workers were from neighbouring Zambia, Malawi and 
Mozambique. The lives of farm workers revolved around the 
farm compound and most of their children became farm 
labourers as well, with limited exposure to the world around 
them. Equal education and career opportunities were lim- 
ited for blacks and the pay structures in every profession 
tipped in favour of whites. There were hospitals for whites, 
park benches for whites, and it was a criminal offence for 
an African to be caught 
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sitting on a “whites-only” bench. However, the white farm- 
ers at the time contributed immensely to farm infrastructure 
by building schools, clinics and very basic crowded housing 
for their workers. My siblings and I spent time amongst our 
friends from church who lived on a farm. 

On Fridays, the Chinhoyi town centre was 
littered with white farmers in khaki shorts, 
shirts and farmer shoes delivering produce 
and stocking up on supplies in the company 
of their faithful black servants. Farm work- 
ers were compelled to purchase their groceries 
and other goods from the farm store on credit. 
The markup on goods obtained at the farm was 
exorbitant and farmers attributed this discrep- 
ancy to the cost of transport. The system had 
complete control over farm workers, produc- 
ing a dependency syndrome. It also meant 
that meager wages ended up back in the white 
farmer’s pockets after deductions owed for the 
purchase of food on credit. This cycle of pov- 

erty and general illiteracy among farm workers 
prevented them from progressing socially and 
economically and would haunt them into the 
future. 

After the infamous land reform program of 


2000, when the government seized whie commercial farms, 
farm workers were displaced and lost the few benefits they 
had from living on the farms. Since most of them were of 
immigrant descent, the present government instituted par- 
liamentary legislation that rendered them foreigners and 
denied them the right to vote. In general elections before 
2000, farm workers had not been concerned with voting 
because of the influence of their employers. They contrib- 
uted to the rejection of the Constitutional Referendum of 
1999 and at that moment became enemies of the state. 

In Chinhoyi, my family travelled every Sunday to all 
the small farming and mining towns bordering Zambia for 
church services. Farmers, farm workers and their respective 
families worshipped together. My dad held mass in English, 
Shona and Chichewa. Chichewa is spoken by immigrants 
from Malawi and Zambia. We learned to speak the local dia- 
lect and looked forward to the long trip every Sunday. After 
every such excursion, we always stopped by the Chinhoyi 
caves for a family picnic. 

Every weekend we made the short trip to the main bus 
depot to receive meat, vegetables, milk and fruit sent by 
white farmers. One Easter Sunday, my Mom decided to 
cook duck for dinner. In order to save electricity, she lit a 
fire outside to boil the duck before roasting it. When she 
went to check on it later, it was gone. We ended up set- > 
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tling for fresh groundnuts, pumpkin, fresh corn and sweet 
potato for Easter dinner. 

As children we became accustomed to being i in the com- 
pany of both black and white worshippers in the city and 
in the rural areas. My recollection of childhood is therefore 
one that was non-racial, Christian and with a strong sense 
of community. I recall attending church services with my 
family in the city too and watching my dad lead worship in 
a congregation made up of 90 per cent white worshippers. 
At the completion of my father’s assignment in Mashonal- 
and West, we were taken to the top of a hill one day. by 
two white city councillors and shown a section of the town 
that would be named after my father. Chitambo section in 
Chinhoyi township still exists up to this day in memory of 
my father. 

After Chinhoyi, we moved to Harare, the capital city, 
where my father would eventually settle until his retire- 
ment. Breakfast in my family started with the children lin- 
ing up for a tablespoon of cod liver oil. We hated that stuff. 
We attended the regular elementary and junior high pub- 
lic schools but upon qualifying through national-examina- 
tions, the church paid for our high school education while 
my parents took care of the rest of the expenses. On Sat- 
urday afternoon, my father often took us on a drive in his 
Hillman through white residential areas and we stopped at 
the homes of some of his many friends and parishioners. 

My eldest sister and I attended an all-girls mission 
boarding school in rural Mutare staffed mainly by white 
nuns from Britain, Italy, Canada and France. Life in board- 
ing school was tough and basic and we missed being at 
home. Despite this, boarding school also offered an oppor- 
tunity for building character, relationships, and continuity 
of friendships. My English teacher and mentor, Dr. Coutts, 
was Canadian, and is buried in the mission school ceme- 
tery. I recall how we girls laughed at her strange accent but 
she was the one who inspired my high school dream to set- 
tle in Canada someday. 

Servants of Malawian origin were preferred because they 
had a reputation for being hardworking and obedient. The 
language used among servants and their masters was called 
Chilapalapa, a mixture of Shona, English, Afrikaans and 
Chichewa. We had servants too but they lived with us in 
the main house. Servants usually lived in the quarters situ- 
ated far away from the main house. They were not allowed 
visitors but got Sundays off to attend church and visit their 
families in the townships or rural areas. Grandmothers, 
aunts and uncles raised the servants’ children who then 
had nothing in common with the lives lived by their par- 
ents in the white suburbs. 

I visited Zimbabwe in July last year and have many per- 
sonal stories of a country at the crossroads. Access to food, 
water, electricity and basics that we take for granted in Can- 
ada is a daily struggle. Other countries in Southern Africa 
have also begun to feel the effects of the continuing politi- 
cal crisis and economic decline in Zimbabwe. 


22 Presbyterian Record 


By the end of 2008, 45 per cent of Zimbabwe’s popu- 
lation will be at risk of starvation. Currently, at least two 
million people need urgent food assistance. The United 
Nations has reported that maize production in Zimbabwe 
for 2008 was estimated at 575,000 tons—an estimated defi- 
cit of around 1 million tons. Shops are now empty of Zim- 
babwe’s staple food, maize meal. In August 2008, Zimba- 
bwe’s central bank Chief Gideon Gono urged a six-month 
price and salary freeze in a bid to rein in runaway inflation. 
This move has angered workers and trade unions but their 
complaints fall on deaf ears. 

By June this year, inflation stood at 11.2 million per cent 
(as opposed to 7,634 per cent in July 2007) although inde- 
pendent economists put the figure at 40 million per cent 
and rising. Wages cannot keep up with inflation while food 
and other shortages force people to spend valuable time 
chasing after basics like bread, milk and cornmeal. We were 
raised on cornmeal porridge with peanut butter, but this 


.too:has become a scarce commodity. Every day, items are 


added to the long list of shortages. 

The historic signing of a power-sharing deal between 
the two factional leaders of the opposition party, Morgan 
Tsvangirayi and Arthur Mutambara of the Movement for 
Democratic Change, and President Robert Mugabe of Zanu 
PF on September 15, 2008 is a breath of fresh air for the 
Southern African region, ordinary Zimbabweans and the 
international community. It was a vote of confidence for 
South Africa’s outgoing President Thabo Mbeki, the African 
National Congress and a boost for African nationalism and 
the concept that African problems should be left to African 
solutions. As word of the deal spread, overjoyed residents 
danced, sang and ululated in the streets, while messages ty 
praise and offers of help flooded in from overseas. 

Zimbabwe’s future still hangs in the balance and requires 
the commitment of all of us to make things work. Food 
security is a priority and so is healing and reconciliation to 
be led by the churches in Zimbabwe who have been in the 
forefront of providing food, shelter and spiritual inspiration 
to an embattled citizenry. 

Zimbabwe offers the international community a golden 
opportunity to take collective action, genuinely engage key 
political players from both sides,.and salvage what is left of 
the country. It is inundated by extraordinary multifaceted 
challenges that call for an extraordinary approach. Most 
important, Zimbabwe is still blessed with some govern- 
ment infrastructure, educated and sophisticated citizens, 
resources, and the recent memory of lively and engaging 
politics. Time will tell if the all-inclusive transitional gov- 
ernment can survive. For now it is the best shot and only 
opportunity at restoring the nation and enabling it to take 
its place once again on the global scene. m 


Margaret Zondo is program administrator in International Min- 
istries at national offices. She is an often-sought speaker and 
expert on Zimbabwe in Canadian secular media. 
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From our man in Malawi. 
BY GLENN INGLIS 


wenty five years ago when 

I walked through the Blan- 

tyre Mission, the school chil- 
dren would run toward me shouting, 
“How are you?” They were practicing 
their English, trying to get that pesky 
‘r’ right, and they would giggle with 
delight when they got a response 
from me. Today, the children of those 
students look me in the eye and say, 
“Give me money!” 

My wife, Linda, and I have slides 
of local markets with smiling vendors 
amidst colourful produce. Today if you 
take a camera into the same markets 
you can cause a small riot. Burly traders 
will rush towards you demanding 
money or confiscate the camera. 

What has changed? Mary Helen 
Garvin was in Malawi for a few months 
training grief counsellors who carry out 
HIV/AIDS home care. Before she left we 
were reflecting on an issue that trou- 
bled her and everyone else of good will, 
both Malawian and expatriate: Why is 


there such temptation to take what is 
not yours? Why is there so much theft 
these days? Even in the village, the 
place where one experiences the rich- 
ness of African culture, there is a rise in 
robbery, witchcraft and family break- 
down. Her response to these questions 


is the title of this article. 


IN 1980 MALAWI WAS HE 

per capita than it is today, as is the case 
in most of sub-Saharan Africa. There 
was a brutal dictatorship and access 
to the outside world was severely 
restricted. Missionaries were a window 


to the world, a source of information, 
support and solidarity. Today, there is 
satellite TV, the BBC on FM radio 24/7, 
and of course, music videos. In a small 
town without electricity, one can find 
a theatre where an entrepreneur has a 
generator, TV and VCR and for a few 
cents you can watch Hollywood, Bolly- 
wood or pornography with no age 
restrictions. What image of reality does 
this provide? 

As the experts say, everyone in 
Malawi has been infected or affected by 
HIV/AIDS. In one village, for example, 
there are 27 AIDS orphansandonly » 
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300 adults. How do you live when you think the world has 
passed you by? How do you live when those who nurture, 
teach and guide you die when you are a child and you have 
no one to help you? How do you live when you have a 
decent job but you inherit the children of deceased siblings 
and pay for the funerals of those who have nothing? How 
do you live when every time you get a chance to see a TV 
screen you see images of a world that seems to mock your 


As the experts say, everyone in Malawi 
has been infected or affected by HIV/AIDS. 
In one village, for example, there are 27 


AIDS orphans and only 300 adults 


poverty and feed your sense of hopelessness? 

It is a tribute to so many Malawians that they maintain 
a healthy Christian faith. They support their churches and 
make sacrifices, beyond what most Canadians can imagine, 
to keep their families and communities alive. But there is 
also a drift to the charismatic fellowships that preach the 
gospel of prosperity. Generally, it is the preacher who pros- 
pers most from this peculiar interpretation of scripture. 

So to answer the question about corruption and theft, | 
posit a simple answer: One needs to have hope for tomorrow 
to make sacrifices today. Otherwise, take what you can. 

As [thought about this problem, though, it also occurred 
to me that I could write another article entitled: How Wealth 
Wounds The Soul. The god of prosperity promises freedom 
and autonomy so that we can enjoy the fruits and ignore 
the responsibilities of our economic life. The life force of 
the Western world has been harnessed to satisfy this god 
and now we see the results. Our planet weeps, creatures are 
driven from their habitat and still we maintain it is progress 
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that will save us. 

When the rich have gained the world and lost their souls 
what do they do? More or less what the poor do—live for 
the moment, albeit at a more comfortable level. 

Jesus had deep compassion for the poor. But he had 
severe warnings for those who thought wealth could 
purchase salvation. The Biblical story affirms rather that it is 
God who initiates progress through creation, revelation and 
liberation. God reveals the way but God will 
not force us to go that way. That is why grace 
must abound. 

Still, I believe that human progress, even 
on the moral level, is possible, but it requires 
a repentance and sacrifice unpalatable to many 
modern people. It requires the love and mutual 
accountability that is only possible when 
people trust God more,than themselves. And it requires the 
faith that true wealth only emerges when people do justice, 
love compassion and walk humbly with their God. 

One of my best friends in Malawi is called Murphy 
and, like his famous namesake, he is an optimist. There 
are moments when we sit on a veranda and look out upon 
purple hills lifting towards the setting sun made crimson by 
haze and smoke rising from village fires. The evening doves 
coo themselves to rest in flame trees and swifts make a late 
meal of flying insects. You can see Eden when God declared 
all things good. That’s when I too am an optimist again. 

Can we not trust the One who gave us all this? Can we 
not follow the One who though rich made himself poor 
that we might know the fullness of life? I guess that is why 
we, as followers of Jesus, can never be the people of progress 
but rather must ever be the people of the Cross. 


Rev. Glenn Inglis’ mission to Malawi is supported by Interna- 
tional Ministries. 
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Knox College, Tor 


oday’s Knox College is different 

than the one many of you know and 

remember. We are still faithfully 
preparing students for ministry, academia 
and lay leadership—but we are doing it 
differently! 

This academic year marks the fou 
year of our new M.Div. curriculum. This 
outcome-based curriculum—which all the- 
ological colleges in North American are 
now working to introduce—combines both 
academic excellence and expectations for 


nto, continues to grow 


competence as a congregational minister. 
These expectations are clearly established 
and all students are required to meet these 
essential competencies. We, and our peers 
in theological education, agree this is the 
next step in preparing faithful, healthy and 
dynamic Christian leaders. 

Another change for Knox has been the 
addition of an online learning component. 
This enables students to study for one-third 
of their Master of Divinity degree through 
distance education, allowing those »> 
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living in remote and rural areas to pursue 
their call without a full three-year commit- 
ment to life in Toronto. 

Our Master of Theological Studies and 
Master of Religious Education programs are 
also thriving and providing new and exciting 
opportunities for theological studies for 
those not intending to serve as congre- 
gational ministers. We continue, with our 
colleagues at the Toronto School of Theo- 
logy, to offer Advanced Degree programs for 
those wishing to continue their theological 
studies. We are particularly pleased to be 
part of the rejuvenation of the Doctor of 
Ministry program at the Toronto School of 
Theology, with Dr. Andrew Irvine, a member 
of our faculty, playing a key role. 

These programming changes have 
resulted in the highest student enrollment in 
the history of the College with. 175 students 
studying in our Basic and Advanced Degree 
programs this year! 

The Ewart College legacy of Christian 
Education is also experiencing change with 
the addition of three new lay education 
certificates this year. In direct response to 
a demand for further study, we now offer 
English Lay certificates in: Youth Ministry 
Leadership, Pastoral Care Leadership and 
Worship Leadership and a new Korean 
language program known as the Korean 


Bible Academy. 

The faces at the College are also 
changing—Knox faculty enthusiastically 
welcomed Rev. Dr. Pam McCarroll to its 
ranks as Associate Professor of Pastoral 
Theology this summer. Students will benefit 
greatly from her expertise in this critical 
area of ministry. This hiring affirms Knox’s 
commitment to re-establish a full faculty 
complement following the necessary cuts 
made during efforts to balance the school’s 
budget nine years ago. 

Faculty are busy researching and publi- 
shing. Professor Charles Fensham recently 
published Emerging from the Dark Age 
Ahead an important book which explores the 
timely question of the future of the Church. 
Professor Stuart Macdonald has co-written 
some groundbreaking work related to the 
Canadian census and also contributed the 
chapter on Presbyterian and Reformed Chri- 
stians and ethnicity in the book Christianity 
and Ethnicity in Canada. 

Knox College continues to seek out its 
path and find innovative ways to provide the 
best theological education available for our 
Presbyterian Church in Canada and for the 
broader Reformed Christian world. We are 
humbled by our growth and your generous 
support of our efforts. @ 
www.utoronto.ca/knox 


The Centre for Clergy Care 
and Congregational Health 


Presents 


Take Care: Safe Space for Dialogue 
Self Care and the Family 
Facilitated by The Rev. Dr. Andrew Irvine, Centre Director 


at Crieff Hills Community, Puslinch - www.crieffhills.com 


1:30 pm Monday February 22 - 


$400 by January 9th, 2009 


1:30 pm Friday February 6", 2009 


$450 after January 9th, 2009 


Cost includes single accommodation, meals and program costs 
and a $50 non-refundable deposit after January 23, 2009. 


REGISTRATION DEADLINE - January 16", 2009 


This event is generously sponsored by The Beatty Ryckman Trust. 


For more information or to register contact us at 


416-978-7799 


clergy.care@utoronto.ca 


www.caringforclergy.ca 
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Four Ministries, One College 


St. Andrew’s Hall, Vancouver, is a Presbyterian presence in secular B.C. 


hirty-six per cent of British Columbians claim “no religion” on 
their census forms. Of the remainder, 33 per cent are Prote- 
stants and 23 per cent are Roman Catholics. In this very secular 
setting, St. Andrew’s Hall, a college of the Presbyterian Church on the 
campus of the University of British Columbia, offers four ministries. 
The first is theological education through our role in the Vancouver 
School of Theology. Presbyterians are strongly represented on the 
VST faculty with five ministers—Pat Dutcher-Walls, Glen Davis, Joyce 
Davis, Roberta Clare and Stephen Farris. More recently it has become 
possible to take a Master of Divinity at the noted evangelical school, 
Regent College, and study concurrently at VST for a diploma that will 
permit entry into the ministry of the Presbyterian Church. The big 
news this year is that St. Andrew’s Hall is funding a new professorial 
chair for Studies in the Reformed Tradition to be filled, we hope, by 
next summer. 
Secondly, our Elders’ Institute provides education for ruling 
elders. The best-known program is’ our online courses. Two new 


upcoming online courses are Pastoral Visiting with Jean Morris and 
Living Faith: A Closer Look with Stephen Hayes. Sometimes whole 
congregational sessions sign up for online courses but, of course, 
individuals are also welcome. The next edition of our introduction to 
the work of elders, Serving As A Ruling Elder, will run from January 
19 to February 27, 2009. New elders, or longtime elders needing a 
refresher, are invited to sign up. 

Elders’ Institute also goes on the road and provides both printed 
and online e-resources. We make a particular effort to reach out to our 
smaller churches as well as the larger ones. Last summer EI director 
Roberta Clare travelled in a camper van to Woodstock, Hanwell and 
Harvey, New Brunwick to lead workshops on evangelism, finding and 
keeping volunteers, and fighting burnout. Visit the website www.elder- 
sinstitute.ca for more information about courses, resources and on 
the road events. 

Thirdly, St. Andrew’s Hall is a home in the heart of the UBC campus 
for theological students, UBC students, visiting scholars and their > 


Climate Change is Real — We need to do our part 


bon Sabbath |nitiative 


Cer 


A group process directed to. help you understand 
and deal with how to: 

* Calculate Your Carbon Footprint 

* Commit to Personal Change 

¢ Reflect on the Links Between Climate and Justice 
« Advocate for Just and Sustainable Energy 


Learn How to Form a Group 
in Your Community! 


Come to a One-Day Training 
Workshop in Your Area! 


Salmon Arm, BC — First United Church — Nov. 1st 
Saskatoon, SK — Queen's House Renewal Centre — Nov. 15th 
Arnprior, ON — Galilee Retreat Centre — Nov. 29th 
Fredericton, NB — Wilmott United Church — Oct. 25th 


To register go to: 


www.kairoscanada.org 


Cost: Suggested donation of $10.00 to offset the cost of lunch 
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ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT 


families. Our house is full once again and, 
depending on the number of children, as 
many as 275 people call St. Andrew’s Hall 
home. Our residences, constructed in 1995, 
have recently been painted and recarpeted 
throughout. More construction is in the offing 
for St. Andrew’s Hall in the future. 

Our fourth ministry is outreach to our 
residents and to the wider university commu- 
nity. The Hall hosts Korean Campus Ministry, 
the largest Christian student organization on 


The St. Andrew's Hall Community 


campus, activities of Inter Varsity Christian 
Fellowship and also the campus chapter 
of Alcoholics Anonymous. Our staff and 
our student chaplains also run soup and 
sandwich nights, film nights, prayer meetings, 
Bible studies, and potluck dinners. A new 
venture is a Mandarin speaking ministry. We 
think of ourselves as a missionary institution 
and seek to present the gospel of Christ in 
aS many ways as possible. @ 
www.standrews.edu 


Continuing Education 
February 16 - 20, 2009 


Invited Guest Speakers... 


PRESBYTERIAN 
COLLEGE, 
MONTREAL Messi 


* Victor Shepherd, Tyndale Seminary, THE SPIRITUAL THEOLOGY OF JOHN CALVIN 
¢ Hon. David Kilgour, Ottawa, CHRISTIAN FAITH AND PUBLIC LIFE 
¢ Art Van Seters, Principal Emeritus, Knox College, PREACHING 


¢ Margaret Somerville, McGill University, 
LYALL LECTURER: RELIGIONS IN A SECULAR SOCIETY 


¢ Gerbern Oegema, McGill University 


BIBLICAL CANON — BIBLICAL AUTHORITY — BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
The Presbyterian College 
3495 University Street, Montreal, Quebec H3A 2A8 
Tel: (514) 288-5256, ext. 200 Fax: (514) 288-8072 
into@presbyteriancollege.ca 
visit www.presbyteriancollege.ca to download registration form 
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Presbyterian College, Montreal, provides a community of faith 


he Presbyterian College, Montreal has 

been educating and equipping people 

for congregational ministry and Chri- 

stian leadership within Christ’s church since 

1865. As Principal John Vissers sees it, “a 

good theological education helps people 

connect their gifts with God’s work in the 

world, and helps them to discern God's call 

on their lives.” If the end goal is building 

and maintaining healthy congregations, the 

church needs leaders who are competent 
and committed. 

For this reason Presbyterian College 


remains focused on the core values of the 
Reformed tradition’s commitment to excel- 
lence in theological education: rigorous aca- 
demic study in Bible, theology, and history; 
relevant and practical pastoral training in 
skills for ministry; and deep spiritual forma- 
tion and character development. 

During their time at Presbyterian College 
students are taught and mentored by some 
of Canada’s leading scholars in religion at 
McGill University, Christian leaders from 
diverse traditions in the ecumenical con- 
sortium of the Montreal School of Theology, 


an engaging faculty of Presbyterian leaders 
committed to the Reformed faith, and a local 
group of congregational ministers in the Pre-. 
sbytery of Montreal. ; 

In 2008 Presbyterian College welep > 


St. Andrew's Hall 


A theological college of The Presbyterian Church in 
Canada is seeking a Professor of Studies in the Reformed 
Tradition. Candidates should hold a PhD and be specialists 
in Reformed Theology or Reformation History. 


This is a tenure track position. 


For more information 
please contact | 
Dr. Stephen Farris at 
sfarris@standrews.edu 


~~ Conrad Grebel 


University College 


Conflict Management 
& Congregational 
Leadership 


Wrestling with change, conflict and other 
challenges in your congregation? Join 
other pastors and lay leaders for one or 
more workshops and seminars designed to 
meet the needs of your church. 


Upcoming workshops held in Waterloo, ON include 


Biblical & Theological Perspectives for 
Conflicted Congregations 
November 25-26 2008 


Understanding the Congregational 
Lifecycle 
November 26 2008 


Take workshops for interest or as part of a certificate. 


For more information or to register contact: 
519-885-0220 ext. 24254 
www.grebel.uwaterloo.ca/ certificate 
www.arcministries.ca 
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Where does God want you to be? 
How will you get there? 


Find out with a campus visit. 


JOIN US - Saturday, November 8" 
9:30 AM to 1 PM 


Meet faculty & learn about programmes 
for ministry preparation, lay service and 
personal enrichment. 


To register: Ruth McCarten 
p: 416.978.4501 e: knox.registrar@utoronto.ca 


For AD programmes: Beth McCutcheon 
- p: 416.978.2791 e: knox.academicdirector@utoronto.ca 
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59 St. George Street < Toronto, ON <~ M5S 2E5 
www.utoronto.ca/knox 


med Rev. Dr. Dale Woods as the new Director of Pastoral Studies 
who joins the Faculty after almost 14 years as Senior Minister at 
First, Brandon, Man. Woods’ task is to help students integrate 
their academic study of theology with their formation for ministry. 
He brings extensive expertise and experience in congregational 
leadership and change management. And he joins a faculty that is 


active in the preaching and pastoral life of the church. 


The College is housed in Montreal but it has classrooms 
around the world. Every January the third year students travel to 
Matanzas, Cuba to participate in a 10-day global exposure pro- 
gram in partnership with the Protestant seminary there. Students 
return transformed—with new perspectives on faith, ministry and 
the global church. 

Presbyterian College also has a growing lay education depart- 
ment under the leadership of Dr. Shuling Chen who has experience 
in church education, social work, clinical pastoral education and 
chaplaincy. One of the college’s lay education programs—Theology 
for Everyone—with Professor Joseph McLelland and Vissers, will 
be featured in the pages of the Record throughout 2009. 

The College places an emphasis on the importance of conti- 
nuing education for clergy. The week-long program every February 
draws church leaders from across Canada for study, conversation, 
and prayer—to assist them in keeping in touch with trends and 
trajectories in theology, ministry and culture. Featured speakers 
during February 16-20, 2009 include Margaret Somerville, David 
Kilgour, Art Van Seters, Victor Shepherd, and Gerbern Oegema on 
such topics as religion in a secular society, faith and public life, 
preaching, spiritual theology and biblical interpretation. 

Students are drawn to Presbyterian College because it provi- 
des a community of faith and learning with small classes, intimate 
and friendly surroundings, in a great city, at affordable prices. As 
Vissers emphasizes, “we're trying to make theological education 
accessible to everyone in the church.” Course fees at all levels 
are carefully managed to remain consistently competitive, and the 
College offers a generous bursary program. 
www.presbyteriancollege.ca. 
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Advent 1, November 30 
Isaiah 64:1-9 / Mark 13:(1-23) 24-37 


When He cometh, 

when He cometh 

To make up His jewels ... 

He will gather, He will gather 
The gems for His kingdom; 


id you grow up in church 

singing that hymn? Did you 

get the message? “Be good. Be 
really good. Good enough for Jesus to 
love you. If you’re lucky, he’ll come 
down and grab you, and stick you 
to his crown.” Did you want Jesus to 
love you? Maybe you did. But I’ll bet 
you didn’t want to die! 

This all comes back to me, every 
year, when the Advent scriptures cry 
for God to tear open the heavens and 
come down. When Jesus talks about 
coming back, riding the clouds of 
heaven. And when we hear how he'll 
come when no one expects him. Like 
a thief in the night. 

“When He cometh, when He 
cometh ...” Advent cometh every year, 
just when you start to think seriously 
about another Christmas. We already 
know what Christmas looks like, 
sounds like, tastes like, feels like. 

But Advent isn’t about looking 
back. Getting ready to go to Bethle- 
hem again. The Advent message looks 
forward. It says Jesus will come in a 
new way. We don’t know exactly what 


PROGRESSIVE 
LECTIONARY 


Listen to words of hope. 


BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


that will look like, sound like, feel like. 
But the message is clear. The One who 
came a long time ago will come again 
at the end of time. 

We get that message from Gospels 
written for believers who lived in ter- 
tifying times. Already seeing signs 
that things would get much worse for 
them, before there could be any hope 
of better days. Losing someone you 
loved, while working peacefully, side- 
by-side, was a distinct possibility. The 
Romans did things like that. Snatching 
up religious people to put the fear of 
Caesar into other religious people. 

Those Christians looked for the 
Son of Man to ride a cloud down to 


ba 


earth one day and rescue his friends. 
Their gospels told them to stay alert, 
to be faithful, to continue working. To 
watch for a day that wasn’t on any- 
one’s calendar but God’s. 

“When He cometh, when He 
cometh ...” The first disciples sang 
those words with joy. Their singing 
drove away their fear. 

“When He cometh, when He 
cometh ...” Somewhere along the way 
most of us stopped singing those words. 
Maybe because they still strike fear into 
our hearts. Maybe because they sound 
too much like a theme song for the Left 
Behind books and movies. More likely 
because life in our part of the world > 
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Give a gift that 


can change lives 


e $25 buys manuals for a 
student to attend a lay 
training course in Ghana 
(IMGHO1) 


@ $50 sends a volunteer 
to visit refugees in the 
detention center just 
outside of Montreal 
(€M31) 


¢ $500 helps a women’s 
group in Central America 
start a small-business fund 
(PWBUSO1) 


Help The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
reach out to people in need around the worid. 


® Go online at www.presbyterian.ca/donate to browse the projects 
and make a donation. 


® Order a catalogue for yourself. Get one for every member of 
your congregation. Put them in your Sunday Bulletins! 


® Give a gift in someone’s name and we will send them a gift card. 


| want to share the gift of change! 


Please send me ____ Gifts of Change 
catalogues. Free » of c charge! 


Nam 


Mail, email, phone or fax your order to: 
The Book Room, 50 Wynford Dr. Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 
email: bookroom@presbyterian.ca 

phone: 1-800-619-7301 or 416-441-1111 © fax: 416-441-2825 
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is so good we don’t want to imagine 
it ending, or us leaving it. What could 
Jesus bring to the world that would be 
better than the world we know? Af- 
ter all, When He Cometh and all the 
other old children’s hymns were writ- 
ten in a time of high infant mortality. 
People needed to re-frame the death 
of children as some kind of blessing! 
We’re beyond all that! 


What could Jesus _ 
bring to the world that 
would be better than 
the world we know? 


Well, at least those of us who are 
privileged, white westerners are. 

“When He cometh, when He 
cometh ...” I don’t know just what 
that means. Will he come in a sin- © 
gular event, on a day that ends all 
days? Or do we see him, like a Son of 
Man on the clouds of heaven, when 
we close our eyes in death? Will he 
come at the end of the age, or the 
end of my time, and yours? 

It’s enough to know he will come. 
While we wait, we have work to do. 
And as we work, we discover he just 
can’t help slipping in and out of our 
business in the meantime! 

He creeps in, when we least expect 
him, to help us prepare for the big cel- 
ebration. He’ll slip out, just for a shake 
of alamb’s tail. Then come in the front 
door, with trumpets blowing. 

The Advent prophecies tell us 
what kind of world God aims to 
build. What this kingdom where Je- 
sus reigns looks like. The prophets’ 
visions tell us what to aim for as we 
wait, and watch, and work. 

“When He cometh, when He 
cometh...” Will he find us working 
for the healing of the nations? Will 
he find us, joyful, gracious, celebrat- 
ing our faith? 

Listen, in this time of Advent, 
and hear words of hope. Not words 
of fear. Words of hope. @ 


Laurence DeWolfe lives in Halifax. 
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was only four when Mrs. Muddle adopted me for a 
week. With my mother in the hospital and my father 
needing help, she must have seen me pulling my wagon 
complete with a cargo of grasshoppers along 8th Avenue on 
“Prairie Heights,” looking sad and forlorn. And so she took 
me in. That’s what neighbors did in those days. Although I 
may have been a handful, Mrs. Muddle smiled a lot during 
that week. A four-year-old doesn’t remember much. But 
he remembers a smile. I wasn’t her first child. She had five 
others. But none of them seemed to mind my intrusion. 
My own Dad came along and tucked me in each night, so 
I knew all would be well. But one day it wasn’t. One day, they 
tell me, I found a fresh jar of sweet pickles in Mrs. Muddle’s 
fridge. By the time I was full, the jar was empty. Mrs. Muddle 


CALLAWAY 


PART 1 


didn’t say much, just held my little forehead as I transferred 
those sweet pickles from my stomach to her sink. She had 
every right to say, “Ha! It serves you right, you gluttonous 
little orphan.” But she didn’t. I was worth more than a jar 
of pickles to her, I suppose. And so I enjoyed that week. 
I enjoyed her smile. But I can’t face sweet pickles to this day. 


A four-year-old doesn’t remember much— 
but he remembers a smile 


Many years have passed. 

On a Friday afternoon a month before Christmas, 
I joined 300 others in an over-flowing church to celebrate 
Mrs. Muddle’s life. And mourn her passing. At the front, > 
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KNOX COLLEGE 
Fall 2008 


The Chris Vais 
Memorial Lectureship 


Kicking Against the 
Darkness: Hope for the 
Living of These Days 


Guest Lecturer: 
The Rev. Dr. Pam McCarroll 


Date: Sat. Nov. 1°, 2008 


Time: 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 


Cost: FREE, please RSVP 


The Ada Adams 
Lectureship 


Diversity of Youth Ministry 
in the Canadian Context 


Guest Lecturers: 


Prof. Nam Soon Song 
The Rev. Paulette Brown 
The Rev. Jennifer Donnelly 


Date: Wed. Nov. 5, 2008 
Time: 1:30-4:30 p.m. 


Cost: FREE, please RSVP 


* KK KK 


For more information 
and to RSVP: 


Susan Sheridan 
P: 416.946.8536 
E: knox.ewart@utoronto.ca 


www.utoronto.ca/knox 
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beneath a rugged wooden cross, sat a 
few hundred brightly-wrapped shoe- 
boxes, waiting for December and the 
volunteers at: Samaritan’s Purse to 
scatter them Santa-like around the 
world. The coordinator for Operation 
Christmas Child in our community is 
Tony Hanson. Mr. Hanson is one of 
those elderly people who views retire- 
ment as an opportunity to do things 
he always wanted to do before. When 
he grows up, he wants to be a child, 
he’ll tell you. And so he laughs often, 
and his wrinkles are in all the right 
places. He’s even apt to tell you a joke 
or two or toss a wise saying your way 
when you shake hands after church: 
“He who laughs last thinks slowest,” is 
one of them. 

Standing to his feet during the 
funeral, Mr. Hanson took one of the 
boxes to the pulpit and smiled at 
the crowd. “This is Mrs. Muddle’s 
shoebox,” he said, lifting the lid and 
pulling out a freshly-pressed shirt. 
“Don’t worry, I haven’t opened any of 
the other boxes.” 

The box was marked for a boy 
10-14 years old. In it were clothes, a 
Bible, and things boys around the 
world seem to enjoy. It also contained 
a hand-written note. “Do you mind 


Celebrate with us at _ 
Knox College’ S 


Annual Christmas Service 


Wednesday, echoes i 2008 
7:30 p.m. 


Please join us for a Lessons & Carols service. 
Special musical guests. 


(bs | 59 St. George Street, Toronto + 416.978.4500. 


if I open it?” asked Mr. Hanson. The 
family nodded its eager approval. 

I sat near the back, listening as he 
read the last words Mrs. Muddle wrote. 
Words that left me and a few hundred 


others fighting back the tears. 
The second part of this story will 
appear next month. 


Phil Callaway is the author of Who Put My 
Life on Fast Forward? (Harvest House). 
Visit him at www.philcallaway.com. 
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_ Mary Fontaine 


and Hummingbird Ministries 


Walking with British Columbia's Aboriginal Community. sy KATHLEEN BOLTON 


' 


ary Fontaine founded 

Hummingbird Ministries 

in 2004 as a Presbyterian 
ministry of healing for the Aboriginal 
people of British Columbia’s West 
Coast. And she was ordained this past 
spring—see the July/August Record—in 
Mistawasis, Sask., where she is from. 
Her ordination gives her new oppor- 
tunities in her ministry. Many have 
asked her to baptize them, their chil- 
dren or their grandchildren. Now she 
can—the first person she baptised was 
her own grandson. For those already 
baptized as children, Fontaine will 
plan rededication services. (The Pres- 
byterian Church in Canada doesn’t 


advocate re-baptism.) Fontaine is 
excited about introducing the sacra- 
ment of communion to her Aborig- 
inal circles. Feasting is an important 
part of First Nations communities, so 
communion is likely to become an 
important part of worship. 
Hummingbird’s worship uses the 
sacred circle, where the Creator God 
is placed at the centre. A lot of sharing 
and listening happens at these circles, 
some of which is very painful. It 
can be overwhelming for leaders to 
take all that pain upon themselves. 
Emotional healing is possible only by 
lifting the burdens and pains to God 
in prayer. And the sharing is recip- 


rocal. Fontaine says, “As a teacher, I 
teach, but I also learn; I listen but am 
also heard; I pray for others but they 
also pray for me.” 

Listening is key to Fontaine’s 
work. One of the needs identified by 
Aboriginal people is a desire to reach 
out to youth, since they often don’t 
feel comfortable attending either a 
church or a traditional longhouse. 
This is also complicated by the reluc- 
tance of today’s youth to be identified 
as Aboriginal. Fontaine’s approach has 
been to meet them where they’re at, 
whether that’s playing ball outside on 
the church yard, attending the Coast 
Salish Annual Paddle to Lummi »> 
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Canoe Journey, or encouraging youth 
to participate in the annual Native 
American Indigenous Games. 
Fontaine has taken seriously the 
Presbyterian Church’s agenda _ to 
“walk with” the Aboriginal peoples of 
Canada. This commitment stems from 
the church’s 1994 confession regarding 
its involvement in residential schools. 
Fontaine, through Hummingbird 
Ministries, is gently joining hands 


with the First Nations people of British 
Columbia. It is significant for those to 
whom she ministers that she is both a 
Christian and a First Nations person. 
She is a personification of harmony 
and unity. 

Hummingbird Ministries began 
as a ministry of Central, Vancouver. 
Initially an advisory team was formed, 
but this has since become a council, 
consistent with principles of non- 


This Christmas, give a gift Re 
that keeps on giving 


Special One-Time 
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For more information, contact Deborah Leadr at 416-441-1111 


or email DLeader@presbyterian.ca 
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hierarchical equality and team lead- 
ership. As the ministry grew, it was 
placed under the jurisdiction of the 


» Presbytery of Westminster. 


Hummingbird Ministries is 
supported financially by many sources, 
including the Presbyterian Innovative 
Ministries and the Jack Smith Fund 
of the Synod of B.C., the Presbytery 
of Westminster, Women’s Missionary 
Society groups, the Cooke’s Fund of 
Toronto, and Presbyterian congrega- 
tions and individuals. Hummingbird’s 
biggest supporter, Canada Méinis- 
tries, recently committed to ongoing 
financial assistance, which provides 
a significant level of support and 
encouragement. 

Hummingbird Ministries will soon 
be registered as a charitable organiza- 
tion. For more information, please go 
to hummingbirdministries.ca. @ 


Kathleen Bolton is a_ freelance writer 
based in Burnaby, B.C. 
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The roots of Presbytery. BY CHRISTINE O'REILLY 


resbytery. 
It is part of our name, Pres- 
byterian. 


Some love Presbytery; some detest 
it and some ignore it. Some, like 
Walter Bryden, suggest that “Presbyte- 
rian systems are often so grotesquely 
abused and so ineffectively operated 
that the genius of that system has 
seldom been permitted to reveal itself 
at its best.” 

Who is behind the ‘genius’ of Pres- 
byterian systems? What is Presbytery 
supposed to look like? How is it to 
function? Who is it to serve? What was 
the original idea behind this institu- 
tion so reviled and revered? While this 
article cannot answer every question, 
it can begin to explore the founda- 
tions of the ‘presbytery’—foundations 


that take us back to the legacy of John 
Calvin. 

Calvin sought to be faithful to 
God and to scripture in all things, 
including the organization and order 
of the Church. His highly devel- 
oped doctrine of 
the church decreed, 
“The holy Christian 
Church, whose only 
head) “4s” .Ghrist;, .is 
born of the Word of 
God, and abides in 
the same, and listens 
not to the voice of the stranger.” The 
Church’s faith, worship and order 
must proclaim and reflect God’s Word. 
Calvin envisioned and established a 
Church based on Biblical principles 
of leadership by Spirit-gifted people, 


among whom were ‘elders.’ The word 
comes from the Greek presbuteros, 
which means ‘elder’ (an indication of 
leadership, not age!). In reaction to 
excesses and abuses of church gover- 
nance in his day, Calvin exhorted that 


One of the keys to John Calvin’s 
enduring influence is his practical 
advice on Christian living. 

He understood ordinary people 
in the midst of ordinary life 


the church was to be organized and 


ordered through a system of elder- 
leadership: a leadership from among 
the body of Christ, not a hierarchi- 
cally-appointed or successor based 
position of higher authority. The »> 
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order of the Church’s life is essen- 
tial to maintain faithfulness to God’s 
Word. The governance of the Church, 
under Christ, was not to reside in any 
one person, but in a body of believers 
called to the particular ministries of 
teaching and ruling God’s people. 

Calvin’s work and ministry in 
the Swiss city of Geneva shaped not 
only his congregation but the entire 
city and culture. In his Draft Ecclesial 
Ordinances, he proposed the establish- 
ment of two institutions in Geneva: 
the Consistory and the Company of 
Pastors. 

The Consistory, composed of 
pastors (teaching elders) and ruling 
elders was responsible for church order 
and discipline, and meted out disci- 
plinary action. The primary concern 
of the Consistory was the oversight of 
moral behaviour and the promotion of 
personal sanctification. The records of 
the Consistory are filled with examples 
of cases brought before the ‘court’ and 
the consequences issued. Ministers 
and elders were intimately involved in 
the lives of parishioners in a way that 
most would find intrusive and unwar- 
ranted in today’s culture. 

The Company of Pastors was respon- 
sible for examination and ordination 
of ministers, continuing biblical and 
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theological education, mutual theo- 
logical and ethical encouragement, 
and missionary work in neighbouring 
countries. The Company met weekly 
for worship, study of the Bible, prayer, 
theological debate and discussion, and 
encouragement in their ministries. 
While Calvin’s lectures and writings 
undoubtedly served as the primary 
framework for the day, the pastors 
themselves presented ideas and issues 
for theological reflection, discussion 
and payer. Pastors at a distance from 
Geneva attended once per month, 
and wrote letters to their colleagues 
in between, requesting the advice and 
assistance of their peers. While Calvin 
would become troubled at times with 
the direction of the Consistory, the 
legacy of the Venerable Company of 
Pastors was one that brought him deep 
gratitude. The Company produced 
ministers who were seen as more 
passionate, well-informed, and dedi- 
cated to serving God and God’s people 
than before the Company was estab- 
lished. 

The ‘presbytery,’ as we know it, is 
a combination of the Consistory and 
the Company of Pastors. Presbyteries 
are composed of one minister and one 
ruling elder from each pastoral charge 
within the geographic bounds, in 
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keeping with Calvin’s efforts to avoid 
‘clericalism.’ Matters of administration 
and discipline regarding congregations 
and ministers are under the authority 
and oversight of the Presbytery, as is 
the examination and ordination of 
candidates for the Ministry of ,Word 
and Sacrament. 

The ‘other side’ of Presbytery as 
practiced by Calvin—“Continuing 
biblical and theological educa- 
tion, mutual theological and ethical 
encouragement”—has almost disap- 
peared as lengthy reports and debates 
surrounding business and administra- 
tion matters overwhelm most Cana- 
dian Presbytery agendas. They are 
stretched to the breaking point as they 
attempt to deal with clergy and congre- 
gational conflict and crisis, often over 
geographic distances half the size of 
Switzerland. Inspired and _ inspiring 
discussions, biblical and theological 
study, vocational and personal support 
and encouragement often happen 
by chance at Presbytery and not by 
design—bereft of the careful planning 
and purpose in Calvin’s establishment 
of The Venerable Company of Pastors. 

As we look for hope in our denom- 
ination and our _ congregations, 
perhaps a renewal of the Presbytery 
with Calvin’s ‘genius’ as a foundation 
would be a place to start. The ongoing 
renewal of those in leadership—both 
teaching and ruling elders—in some 
form of “Company” could well kindle 
fresh flames of the Spirit and a fresh 
passion and vision for our ministry 
and mission under Christ. What if 
Presbytery meetings intentionally 
included more time spent in worship, 
in Biblical study, theological education 
and spiritual formation? 

Even as Calvin boldly pioneered 
the establishment of the Consistory 
and the Company in his time of Refor- 
mation, perhaps our time for reforma- 
tion also requires such bold pioneers 
in the presbyteries of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. @ 


Rev. Christine O’Reilly is minister at 
Knox, Thedford, Ont., and St. Andrew’s, 
Watford, Ont. 
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BOOK 
REVIEW 


A Call for 
~ Community 


Charles Fensham’s book is richly informed and insightful. By HAROLD WELLS 


Emerging 
from the Dark 
Age Ahead: 
The Future 

of the North 
American 
Church 

By Charles 
Fensham. 
Novalis 


( Rr Fensham has given us 
a rich volume of theological 
reflection on the future of the 

North American church. In the intro- 

duction, he makes it clear the book is 

firmly based in the poiesis of the Bible, 
read according to a Christ-centered, 
liberationist method of interpretation. 

It is also deeply Trinitarian, drawing 

from the tradition of social trinity, 

going back to John of Damascus (8 

CE), and associated today with Juergen 

Moltmann. He argues that if God, as 

Trinity, isnot “one heavenly monarch,” 

but a “community in loving relation- 

ship,” this has profound implications 
both for the church as community, 
and for society as a whole. Besides 
deep roots in scripture and tradition, 

Fensham is also in dialogue here with 

many contemporary sociologists, 

philosophers, cultural critics, as well 


Emerging from the 
Dark Age Ahead 


as biblical scholars and theologians. . 


Fensham is professor of systematic 
theology at Knox College, Toronto. 
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The title borrows from Jane Jacobs’s 
book Dark Age Ahead, which laments 
the loss of traditions of knowledge and 
wisdom in our time and place. While 
Jacobs has little to say about the loss of 
Christian heritage, the “dark age” for 
Fensham “refers fundamentally to the 
loss of memory, wisdom, meaning and 
moral ethic related to the reign of God” 
and the loss not so much of prosperity 
as of “more basic things that make us 
human.” 

Part I, Where Do We Come From?, is 
about reading the Bible for the present 
church. In conversation 
especially with David Bosch, 
South African  missiolo- 
gist and Fensham’s teacher 
and mentor, his interpre- 
tive method (hermeneu- 
tical position) is rigorously 
Christ-centered and calls for 
an “expanded rationality,” beyond the 
limits of both Enlightenment and post- 
modernist thought. Giving special atten- 
tion to people on the margins, Fensham’s 
hermeneutical approach is also clearly 
liberationist and pro-feminist. 

Part II asks Where Are We? Here 
three chapters offer a socio-cultural 
analysis of our present time and place. 
Out of his own South African experi- 
ence, Fensham speaks of a postcolonial 
world, acknowledging and valuing a 
global plurality of cultures and faiths. 
Christian mission must then be a “non- 


triumphalist” witness, respecting differ- 


ence, and emphasizing justice and soli- 
darity with those on the margins. He 
recognizes that we live in a post-Chris- 
tendom time of declining members and 
influence, and of church institutions 
in crisis, combined with threatening 
ecological and economic circumstances. 
He is critical of the easy confidence in 
human technological mastery that 
characterizes North American culture. 
We see here the influence of Canadian 
theologian Douglas Hall. While this is 
a hopeful book, it is certainly not an 
optimistic one. In conversation with 


We live today in a ‘techno- 
expert manipulated future 
perfect’ where we are called 
by our culture to ‘Master It!’ 


cultural commentators like Jacques 
Ellul, George Grant, Walter Ong, etc., 
Fensham is deeply suspicious ‘of the 
worship of “technique,” extending 
itself today to “mastery by measure- 
ment and digitization.” We live today, 
he argues, in a “techno-expert manipu- 
lated future perfect,” where we are called 
by our culture to “Master It!,” as well as 
Measure It, Manage It, Market It, View 
It, Observe It, Digitize It! Drawing richly 


upon fiction and poetry, he evokes — 


the ways in which our consciousness 
is being transformed through televi- 
sion and the computer, and the way 
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the values of efficiency, productivity, 
measurement and consumer demand 
marginalize ethical concerns. 

Over against this. striving for 
mastery of our dominant culture, Part 
III, Where Are We Going?, offers a vision 
of an emerging church, grounded in 
the social trinity. This theology “rede- 
fines glory as constant self-giving, and 
turns the power of the creative Spirit 
into the power of mutual indwelling 
and mutual love, a [perichoretic] power 
always seeking power for the other.” 

Since the Christian faith and the 
church’s life and mission must be 
rethought and renewed in every gener- 
ation, Fensham seeks a new vision of 
church in a dark age unlike any other 
in past history. The pace of change in 
technology and global context calls for 
a new inculturation and inter-cultur- 
ation, not simply to adapt or conform 
to our changing culture, but to chal- 
lenge it as well. He notes that, in spite 
of declining membership and budgets, 
the once-established churches of North 
America are holding their own and even 
growing in some places. Yet a focus on 
measurable growth is a temptation to 
conform to the mastery of our time 
and its love of technique. We have to 
be suspicious of the goal of becoming a 
merely efficient, successful megachurch, 
for the dark age in which we seek to 
serve in a critical spirit is precisely an 
age of managing and marketing success, 
and the church must not mimic this. 
Rather, a church of the social trinity 
must see church growth and evange- 
lism not as proselytizing, but as gracious 
welcoming and hospitality. And, must 
treasure relationships of mutual self- 
giving and dialogue. Such a community 
is essentially eucharistic, for “the Eucha- 
rist suggests a radical ethic and hospi- 
tality. This unconditional welcoming 
and embrace of the stranger is our call 
to be monastic pilgrim communities of 
evangelists-stewards.” 

What does our author mean by 
monastic church? Certainly he is not 
proposing a celibate community, or a 
replica of Benedictine or Franciscan 
orders. There are, however, elements of 
the monastic movements that served 
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well in other dark ages. For example, 
Celtic monasticism was a dynamic 
missional movement in northern 
Europe, with monks as_ protectors 
of knowledge in times of chaos and 
pillage. Generally, the monastic dispo- 
sition of taking vows, forming commu- 
nities, commitment to discipline, the 
balance of worship and prayer with 
labour, and radical hospitality, are all 
patterns that we could well emulate in 
our own time of human loss. 

What does he mean by pilgrim 
church? Pilgrim people are on a 
journey. While the institutional church 
has, for a long time, thought of itself 
as being in a state and “ensconced in 
real estate,” the church today, as in 
the early days, is invited to rediscover 
its pilgrim character and to travel 
with Christ on a way. We can find a 
“counter-cultural disposition” and be 
released from worry about long-term 
investments. “We can become lighter, 
more flexible and creative.” 

And what is a steward church? Stew- 
ardship is the opposite of mastery and 
technique. A post-Christendom and 
postcolonial church grounded in the 
perichoretic Trinity in our, time will 
relate gently and respectfully to creation, 
linking, as Paul does, the suffering of 
creation and the redemption of human- 
kind. The ethical demand of the “face of 
the other” (in the concept of Emmanuel 
Levinas) now includes the demand for 
the care of the earth, so that the Chris- 
tian mission now includes the steward- 
ship of creation. 

Fensham, for all of this, is not anti- 
institutional. He recognizes the need 
for church order and structures. Seeing 
the need for well-educated Christian 
leadership and life-long scholarship, he 
writes insightfully about these dimen- 
sions of church life. 

Altogether, the word to describe this 
book is rich—richly informed by broad 
and deep scholarship, richly alert to 
what is happening in the society and 
culture around us. 


Harold Wells is professor emeritus in 
systematic theology at Emmanuel College, 
Toronto. 
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— Intimations 
of Transcendence 


Karen Armstrong pleads for a compassionate interpretation of the Bible. By DAVID KILGOUR 


The Bible: A Biography 
Karen Armstrong 
Atlantic Monthly Press 


ohn Vissers, principal of The Pres- 
byterian College, Montreal, writing 
in the June Record, refers to a former 
olleague, who concluded that essen- 
tially two groups do most of the serious 
Bible reading: “Those of us who make 
it say whatever they want, and those of 
us who make it say nothing at all.” 
Theos jacket’ notes Onis Karen 
Armstrong’s 2007 book, The Bible, 
estimated that more than six billion 
copies of the Bible have been sold 
over the past 200 years in more than 
2,000 languages. Readers are also told 
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that the contents of Armstrong’s work 
trace how this book of 66 books has 
been created by scores of people over 
hundreds of years. 

The scripture of various faiths is 
being criticized today. For example, 
some Christians campaign against 
the teaching of evolution because it 
appears to contradict the creation 
account in Genesis. Some Jews use 
God’s promise of Canaan (modern 
Israel) to the descendants of Abraham 
to justify oppression of Palestinians. 
Some terrorists use the Qur’an to 
justify atrocities. Armstrong therefore 
stresses entirely reasonably that it is 
more important than ever to be clear 
what scripture is and what it is not. 

She notes that an exclusively literal 
interpretation of the Bible is a recent 
development. Until the 19th century, for 
example, very few readers imagined that 
the first chapter of Genesis was a factual 
account of the origin of life. For centu- 
ries, Christians and Jews alike insisted 
that a wholly literal reading of the Bible 
was neither “possible nor desirable.” 

The New Testament began as an 
oral proclamation and from the begin- 
ning had no single message. Later 
on, she notes, Bible interpreters “felt 
free to change it and make it speak to 
contemporary conditions ... the Bible 
‘proved’ that it was holy because people 
continuously discovered fresh ways to 
interpret it ... exegetes continued to 
make the Word of God audible in each 
generation.” 


Armstrong likes Hans Frei, who says 
that the Bible has been a subversive 


document and suspicious of ortho- 


doxy since the time of Amos. Even 
Calvin insisted that the Bible was not 
a scientific document and that those 
who wanted to learn about astronomy 
or cosmology should look elsewhere. 
Armstrong writes, “Human beings 
seek ekstasis, a ‘stepping outside’ of 
their normal, mundane experience. 
If they no longer find ecstasy in a 
synagogue, church or mosque, they 
look for it in dance, music, sport, sex 
or drugs. When people read the Bible 
receptively and intuitively, they found 
that it gave them intimations of tran- 
scendence.” 

The final page of the author’s 
Epilogue deserves the last word: “An. 
exegesis based on the ‘principle of 
charity’ would be a spiritual disci- 
pline that is deeply needed in our 
torn and fragmented world. The Bible 

. is being distorted by claims for its 
literal infallibility; it is derided—often 
unfairly—by secular fundamental- 
ists; it is also becoming a toxic arsenal 
that fuels hatred and sterile polemic. 
The development of a more compas- 
sionate hermeneutics could provide 
an important counter-narrative in our 
discordant world.” 

Amen! @ 


Hon. David Kilgour is a retired member of 
parliament. This is an excerpt of a breakfast 
talk he gave this past June in Ottawa. 
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Don't Wait 
to Apologize 


Relationships trump anxieties of life. 


BY REV. CHEOL SOON PARK 


. rf rf ad, why does this year 
feel like it’s going faster 


than last year?” This was 
the question that my youngest son, 


| Ted asked me one day. He was nine 
| years old. 


Does anyone have the answer to 


| this question? Time really flies. Every 
_ morning, we are kindly reminded 


that the mighty Canadian winter is 


| expanding its territory and we are 
| moving closer to the end of year once 
_ again. Recently we have been flooded 


with news about the election, the 


crumbling economy and the fluctu- 


ating market. They make us worry or 


at least concerned. But I believe it is 
a good time for us to look back and 


reflect on the journey we have made 
throughout the year. 

In my last pastoral charge, many 
members were involved in retail busi- 
nesses like convenience stores. They 
started very early every morning and 
went to bed later than anyone else 
in the neighborhood. Many of them 
built up their assets not by making 
much money, but by failing to spare 
enough time to go out and spend it at 
leisure. One of the owners, “Mr. K.,” 
shared a story he experienced about 
this time of the year. 

One tedious afternoon—sunny 
outside yet chilly wind sweeping the 
street—a middle-aged lady stepped 
into his store. She looked somewhat 
nervous, cheeks flushed and obvious 
signs of hesitance to speak on her face. 


_ He thought she was looking for some- 


thing. So he welcomed her saying, 
“Hello, can I help you?” The lady tried 
to avoid eye contact with Mr. K. and 
still seemed to have some difficulty 
finding words. He waited. Then she 
finally turned her head around and 
looked at him straight. She appeared 
nervous yet resolute, and he noticed 
some tears in her eyes; a strange 
combination he thought. 

She opened her purse and put 
money on the counter. “So, how can 
I help you today?” he asked. He was 
eager to serve this unusual customer. 

But the next thing he heard was 
something he didn’t expect from a 
regular customer. 

“T want you to take the money.” 

“Oh, it’s nice of you but why?” 

She explained, “Many years ago, 
when I was a teenager, I came to this 
store and, in the middle of crowded 
customers, I shoplifted a pack of 
cigarettes. I am sorry. I know that I 
shouldn’t have done it, but I didn’t 
know better. 

“I know it may be too late and 
you are not the same owner. Yet I 
want you to take this money. I was 
struggling with this memory for 
many years. I’d like to resolve it now 
and make peace with myself, and if 
possible with you.” 

Mr. K. accepted the money from 
the lady with thanks from his heart 
for her courage and effort to make 
peace. After a brief encounter, the 
lady stepped out of the store. She 
looked very happy and peaceful. 


FROM THE 


OTe NOS 


& 


This incident made Mr. K think 


about his own journey. He said, “It 
reminded me of the most important 
thing in life. It is making peace with 
others and with myself before it is 
too late. And it is never too late.” He 
donated the money to a local charity. 
He said, “Even watching her doing 
it makes me happier. I think we all 
should do it.” 

In the middle of hectic schedules, 
I’d like to remind you of the most 
important lesson of our lives. True 
happiness doesn’t come from our 
possessions. Rather, it comes from 
meaningful relationships. And mean- 
ingful relationships are established on 
foundations of love and forgiveness. As 
we approach an even busier time of the 
year, let us look around and see if there 
are any loose ends that require repair 
or return. Let us go out and resolve 
them. You will be happy, content and 
thankful, even in the middle of the 
dancing economy. 

Time really flies. Let us do it before 
itis gone permanently. m= 


ZA 


Rev. Cheol Soon Park 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Lower Sackville, N.S.; First Sackville and St. 
John’s, Windsor, N.S.; Interim Moderator 
Rev. P. A. (Sandy) McDonald, 4 Pinehill Rd., 
Dartmouth, NS B3A 2E6; 902-469-4480; 
pamcdonald@ns.sympatico.ca. 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, PO Box 142, River 
John, NS BOK 1NO; 902-351-2219 (s) or 902- 
351-2473 (h); jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND EASTERN ONTARIO 

Beaconsfield, Que., Briarwood; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr.John Vissers, Presbyterian College, 3495 
University, Montreal, QC H3A 2A8; 514-288-5256 
extension 201; jvissers@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Gloucester (Ottawa), Ont., Gloucester; Full-time 
minister; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian 


Auret, PO Box 609, Manotick,ON K4M 1A6; 
613-692-4228; adrian.auret@sympatico.ca. 
Quebec City, Que., St. Andrew’s; Full-time mini- 
ster effective April 2009; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Giancarlo Fantechi, 106-97 Oxford Cres., 

Sherbrooke, QC J1M 2G3; 819-566-5962; 
gfantechi@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN ON- 
TARIO AND BERMUDA 
Barrie, Ont.; Essa Road; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Heather Malnick, c/o Living Faith Com- 
munity, 206 Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 
705-424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 
Bermuda, St. Andrew's; Full-time ministry; Inte- 
rim Moderator Rev. Bryn MacPhail, 
c/o St. Giles Kingsway , 15 Lambeth Rad., 
Toronto, ON M9A 2Y6; 
416-233-8591; bryn31@rogers.com. 
Cambridge, Ont.; St. Andrew’s Galt; Minister 
of Word and Sacrament, Full-time; Interim 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 
vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca; 

phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
Notices are $40 for one-time; $25 for four 
insertions or more. Deadline to have your notice 
added is six weeks prior to month; so, for Septem- 
ber 2008 the deadline will be July 15th, 2008. 


Moderator Rev. Bill Bynum, c/o St. Andrew's 
Galt, 130 Victoria Ave., Cambridge, ON N1S 
1Y2; knoxpreston@golden.net. 

Coldwater, Ont.; St. Andrew's; Interim Modera- 
tor Rev. Karen Horst, 200 Maple St., Collin- 
gwood, ON L9Y 2R2;karenh@georgian.net. 

Englehart, St. Paul’s; Tomstown, Ont., Tomstown; 
St. Paul’s and Tomstown Pastoral Charge, ap- 
proximately 10 km. from Tomstown; Full-time 
minister; Search Committee Chair Randy 
Ford, PO Box 737, Englehart, ON POJ 1HO; 
treeline@ntl.sympatico.ca. 


ST. ANDREW’S COLDWATER, ONTARIO 


IS SEEKING A MINISTER OF WORD AND SACRAMENTS 


St. Andrew’s is situated in the quaint village of Coldwater, 
Ontario, just one hour north of Toronto. Now celebrating 
its centennial, Coldwater is an established community of 
1100 people. The town has many amenities and recrea- 
tional opportunities given its proximity to Hwy. 400. 
Having enjoyed strong ministry and continuous 
growth in faith and service, we are seeking a Minister of 
Word and Sacraments who is adventurous, compas- 
sionate and creative to lead us into the future. We are 


ST.ANDREWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH... 
NEW LISKEARD, ONTARIO 


seeking someone who appreciates blended, flexible 
worship and lay participation. 

St. Andrew’s is an inclusive, family oriented church 
that is looking for leadership development as we reach 
out to the next generation. With a regular worshipping 
congregation of approximately 80 people, we look 
forward to our next phase of ministry together. 

Interim Moderator: Rev. Karen Horst 
karenh@georgian.net 705-445-4651 


HAS AN OPENING FOR A 
DYNAMIC FULL-TIME MINISTER 


to lead our worship services and sacraments in a flexible, 
welcoming, and challenging ministry setting in north-eastern 
Ontario. Our modern Community and area offers many 
educational and recreational opportunities in a friendly, 
outgoing environment. This is a single-point charge with 

an opportunity for personal growth and outreach. We offer 
a beautiful sanctuary and manse in a well-kept setting. 


FOR INFORMATION AND A PROFILE, CONTACT: 


MAC HAMILTON, CLERK OF SESSION, BOX 908, NEW LISKEARD, ONTARIO, PO} 1PO 705-647-8401 


To place an ad call 

Carol VicCormick 
905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: 
emecormick@canadads.com 


ST. PAUL'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
PETERBOROUGH ONTARIO 


DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 


St. Paul's is seeking a vibrant and energetic 
organist & choir director. with a deep 
Christian commitment-to lead our ministry of 
music into the future. The person for whom we 
are looking will not only have well-developed 
music skills as an organist, choir director 
pianist and accompanist but especially the 
ability to play a 4 manual pipe organ. 


Pasition guide is available online at 
www. stoaulspeterborough.ca or from 


the church office at (705) 745-1411 


Please address all applications 
to the Director of Music 

Search Committee, St. Paul's 
Presbyterian Church, 120 
Murray St., Peterborough, ON, 
KOH 285 by 1st December 
2008. Only those selected for 
interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest. 
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VACANCIES 


Markham, Ont., St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Don Muir, 50 Wynford Dr., Toronto, ON 
M3C 157; 416-441-1111 or 1-800-619-7301 
ext. 223; dmuir@presbyterian.ca; www. 
standrews-markham.ca/search.htm. 

Mississauga, Ont., Dixie; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Reid Chudley, PO Box 16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 
1Z0; 519-855-6216; r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

New Liskeard, Ont., St. Andrew’s; Full-time mini- 
ster, single-point charge; Search Committee, 
PO Box 908, New Liskeard, ON POJ 1P0;705- 
647-8401; standrewsn|@parolink.net. 

Nobleton, Ont., St. Paul's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Chris Carter, 13190 Keele St., King City, 
ON L7B 1J2; 905-833-2325; 

cmcacarter@rogers.com. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Giles and South Mo- 
naghan and Centreville; Full-time minister 
for two-point charge; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Paul D. Johnston, 22 Hillview Dr., Bobcayge- 
on,ON KOM 1A0; 705-738-6424; 

knoxpres.paul@bellnet.ca. 


IS THIS YOU? 


“WoL Fave a passion cobelp is 
brild a relatioryst ip at ot 


desis Chriss, 
“ot are able lo make ite 
‘Word o God relevans. 
“Wat bFavea bear: for missions. 


(Are you ready to help us 
become fishers of men, 
women and children? 


PRESBYTERIAN 


CHURCH 
Wallaceburg, Ontario 


is Seeking a Minister. 


Contact: Interirn Moderatar 
Rev. Mike Maroney. 
co First Presbyterian Church, 
60 Fifth St. Chatham, ON N7M 4¥7 
§19-352-2313 
Maroney @irstchatham.org 


HELP US GROW IN CHRIST 
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Peterborough, Ont., St. Stephen’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o 
Knox College, 59 St. George St., Toronto, ON 
Mé6S 2E6; s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Scarborough, Ont., Clairlea Park; Half-time mini- 
ster; Interim Moderators Robert and Priscilla 
Anderson, 174 Springdale Blvd., Toronto, ON 
MAC 127; 416-469-5986; 
kimchiman21@hotmail.com. 

Scarborough, Ont., Westminster; Interim Mo- 
derator Rev. Ann Blane, 1300 Danforth Rd., 
Scarborough,ON M1J 1E8;416-267-7897. 

Schomberg, Ont., Emmanuel; looking for a 
half-time minister; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 905-857-2419; 
jlowther1845@rogers.com. . 

Toronto, Ont., Beaches; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Alex Bisset, 662 Pape Ave., Toronto, ON M4K 
385; 416-850-7531; wabisset@rogers.com. 

SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Binbrook, Knox and Carluke, St. Paul’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Garfield G. Havemann, 
c/o Chedoke Presbyterian Church, 865 
Mohawk Rd.W., Hamilton, ON L9C 7B9; 
ghavemann@chedokechurch.ca. 

Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 11 
White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@bfree.on.ca. 

Fort Erie, St. Andrew’s-Knox ; Search Committee 
Chair David Randall, 495 Niagara Blvd., Fort 
Erie, ON L2A 3H2; 1-888-665-6681; 
drandall@cogeco.ca. 

Glencoe, Glencoe Burns; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Kathy Fraser, c/o North Caradoc-St. An- 
drew’s Presbyterian Church, 8503 Scotchme- 
re Dr., Strathroy, ON N7G 3H3; 
519-245-8769; kfraser001@sympatico.ca. 

Hamilton, MacNab St.; Rev. Stephen Jenvey, 
c/o West Flamborough, 262 Middletown 
Rd., Dundas, ON L9H 5E2; 905-628-6675; 
minister_wfpc@bellnet.ca. 

London, St. Lawrence; Half-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Lynn Nichol, 783 Victoria 
St., London, ON NS5Y 4C9; 519-434-2476; 
briarhill33@yahoo.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Catheri- 
ne Calkin, 3403 Perth Rd. 130,R.R.2 St. Pauls, 
ON NOK 1V0; 519-393-6395; 
calkin@quadro.net. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, St. Andrew's; Interim Mo- 
derator Rev. Martin Wehrmann, c/o 515 Scott 
St., St. Catharines, ON L2M 3X3; 905-646-0616; 
maw49@hotmail.com; 
www.standrewsniagara.com/26122.hml. 

Port Dover, Knox and Hagersville, St. Andrew’s 


(two-point charge); Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Morden, Knox Presbyterian Church, 
2058 Main St.N., Jarvis, ON NOA 140; 
519-587-2565; knoxchal@bellnet.ca. 

Simcoe, St. Paul’s; Rev. Dr. Stan Cox, Interim 
Moderator c/o St. Paul’s, 85 Lot St., Simcoe, 
ON N3Y 184;519-426-1845; 
sppc@kwic.com; www.stpaulssimcoe.com. 

Thornbury, St. Paul’s; Rev. Ted Creen, 865 2nd Ave. 
West, Owen Sound, ON. N4K 4M6; 519-376- 
7886; ted.creen@standrewsowensound.org. 

Thorold, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Graham Kennedy, 53 Church St., St. Cathari- 
nes, ON L2R 3C3; 905-641-8868; 
gkennedy@niagara.com. 

Tiverton, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Susan 
Samuel, 345 Durham St., Kincardine, ON N2Z 
1Y6; 519-396-2311; ssamuel@bmts.com. 

Wallaceburg, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Mike Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 60 Fifth St., Chatham,ON N7M 4V7; 
519-352-2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Brandon, Man., First; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Paul Sakasov, 338 11th St. E., Brandon, MB 
R7A 5W7; 204-727-2385; 
paul@pcbrandon.com. 

Carberry, Man., Knox-Zion; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jean Bryden, 808 9th St. NW, Portage la 
Prairie, MB R1N 3L3; 204-857-4815; 
jbryden@mts.net. 

Flin Flon, Man., St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., Winni- 
peg, MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 

Portage la Prairie, Man., First; Interim Moderator 
Rev. David Wilson, 22 Linden Blvd., Brandon, 
MB R7B 1B9; dwilsguy@mts.net. - 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 
No vacancies 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Alta., Trinity; Interim Moderator Rev. 
David Vincent, 56 Scenic Rd. NW, Calgary, AB 
T3L 1B9; 403-547-7700; 
dave.barbvincent@shaw. ca. 

Edmonton, Alta., Callingwood Road; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Bob Calder, 6607 31st Ave., 
Edmonton, AB T6K 4B3; 780-462-2446; 
crpc2007@gmail.com. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
North Vancouver, St. Andrew's and St. 
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Stephen's; Rev. Dr. Brian J. Fraser, Interim 
Moderator, 1402-1327 East Keith Rd., North 
Vancouver, BC v7J Sil; 
fraser@growingchurches.org. 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Vancouver, Kerrisdale; Co-Interim Moderators 
Revs. Joyce and Glen Davis, 6040 lona Dr., 
Vancouver, BC V6T 2E8; 604-822-9807; 
gdavis@vst.edu. 

Victoria, St. Andrew's; Full-time assistant 
minister, three-year call; Convener Search 
Committee Colina Titus, c/o St. Andrew’s Pre- 
sbyterian Church, 680 Courtenay St., Victoria, 
BC V8W 1C1; 250-384-5734; 
colina.titus@gmail.com. 


Obituaries 


ARNOLD, Irene, a long-time member of 
Mount Pleasant Presbyterian, Mount 
Pleasant, Ont., passed away on Sept. 7, 
2008, at the age of 82 years. 


BREMNER, Dr. R. Gordon, Aug. 1, 2008, 
in his 81st year. Gordon was a founding 
member of St. Giles Kingsway, Etobicoke, 
Ont., and served as an Elder for 50 years 
until his retirement in January 2008. 
Gordon graduated from the Faculty of 
Medicine, University of Toronto, in 1950 
and was a dedicated and respected family 
practitioner for more than 45 years. 


FLOOD, Wilma, a long-time member of 
Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church, 
passed away on Feb. 9, 2008, at the age 
of 97 years. 


GRIBBEN, David, a long-time member of 
Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church, 
passed away on Aug. 25, 2008, at the age 
of 45 years. 


MANN, Frederick, a hard-working adherent 
of Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church, 
passed away on April 30, 2008, at the age 
of 82 years. 


THORNBORROW, William Edward, a dedi- 
cated elder and a long-time member 
who was very active in the life of Mount 
Pleasant Presbyterian Church, passed away 
on Feb. 2, 2008, at the age of 71 years. @ 


The PUTUYE bf 1M our hands... 


The gifts you plan for today can leave a 
lasting legacy for future generations and help 


shape the kind of church your children and 


grandchildren will inherit: 


A bequest can help ensure that your 


congregation will have a vital youth 


ministry for generations to come, 


A gift of stock can provide bursaries for 


ministers who will serve the church of 


tomorrow, 


A gift annuity can offer life-changing 


mission experiences for future leaders 


of both church and nation, 


A life insurance policy can provide 


emergency relief for victims of disasters 


that haven’t even happened yet. 


The future is in your hands! 


For more information 
on how your gifts can help shape the future contact: 


The Planned Giving Office 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 
1-800-619-7301 
www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving 


Planting reeds of hope For generations to come. 
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KIDS PAGE 


Called to 
Wonder 


CREATED BY ERIN WALTON 


From Nothing 
to Something 


Did you know that the poppy (or papaver rhoeas) grows profusely in 
the trenches and craters of old, abandoned war zones? Artillery shells 
and shrapnel stirred up the earth and exposed the seeds to the light 
they needed to germinate. Isn't that amazing? Isn’t God amazing - 
taking a dusty, abandoned battlefield and turning it into something 
beautiful and alive? 


Only God's power could create something out of nothing; to turn a . 
a deserted battlefield into a sea of peaceful beauty. He did the same thing 
 . ll. when he created the entire universe out of nothing — in just seven days! 
In November, 1921, the first poppies Piwhihy y 
a The poppy is worn as a symbol of Remembrance Day. But it means 
more than just remembering, it is a symbol of faith and hope too: faith 


}_ were distributed in Canada to be 


orn on Rememb line Day. and hope in each other that we will choose peace over war, and faith 
i" and hope that God will one day bring peace to the world. 


From the Heart 
Make your own poppy! 


* Draw 4 small hearts on a piece of red construction paper. 

* Cut each of them out and glue all four together at the base 
of each heart. 

* Cut out a black or green construction paper circle (approx. size 
shown here). 

* Glue the circle onto the middle of each poppy. 

* Glue ona magnet fastener or pin fastener (both found at any local 
craft store) on the back of the poppy. 

* Make extras and give them away when you see someone who isn't 
wearing a poppy. 


Dear God, Thank you for reminding us that your power can create beauty from wart, 
can transform death to life, and will bring us peace in your time. Amen 


SEOSHSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeSESseessSeSseeoeseeseeseseseeseeee see se see esee 
SSCSSSSSHOSSSSHOSCHSHSSSHSSSHOSHLHOHSSSSCHSSSHCHOSSSHSCBCOCOCHESCS 
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For the Journey, continued from page 50 


It’s a time of great loon excitement. 
It seems to be an accepted fact that 
you have to run before you can fly, at 
least in the loon world. The truth is, 
several months of workout or training 
is absolutely crucial for something 
as un-aerodynamically designed as a 
loon to claw its way against gravity 
over the tremendous heights of the 


Coast Mountains to the Pacific Ocean. 
The truth is, during their summer 
molt when they could not fly, the loon 
parents had actually been training too, 
running on the water and frantically 
flapping their wings, apparently just 
to keep in shape. And by doing this in 
front of their chicks all summer long, 
the loon parents had taught their 
young how to train. Loons seem to 
know that if you train enough to fly, 
actual flight follows naturally. 

Training, working out, practicing: 
it’s crucial in every endeavour from 
music to loon flight. The Apostle Paul 
holds it up as a crucial part of the 
process of running the race of Chris- 
tian discipleship. In the athletic games 
of Paul’s Greek world, training was 
not only important but a non-nego- 
tiable requirement. A long period of 
intense training was mandatory for 
anyone who planned to participate 
in the Isthmian games held every two 
years at Corinth. And so, Paul writes 
to his nestling Christians in Corinth 
about Christian discipleship and says: 
“Everyone who competes in the games 
goes into strict training. They do it 
to get a crown that will not last; but 
we do it to get a crown that will last 
forever.” (1 Corinthians: 9-25) 

Paul is waxing metaphorical, of 
course, but his point seems clear 
enough: The Christian life is training 
to receive the crown of life—life 
eternal. The Christian life is training 
to fly. This is a new thought for me. I 


POR THE 
JOURNEY 


have always thought about the Chris- 
tian life in terms of “being” a disciple 
of Christ. There is a finality in that 
notion. To be quite frank, in terms of 
“being” a “finished” disciple of Christ, 
I am not very finished yet. As to being 
a disciple of Christ, I am like the young 
loon on our lake; I kind of look like 
one, I kind of sound like one, I kind 


Several months of workout or training is absolutely 
crucial for something as un-aerodynamically 
designed as a loon to claw its way against gravity 


of act like one, but God only knows 
I am not ready to fly yet. In the light 
of my recent loon lesson and my new 
thought about discipleship, I can do 
one of two things. I can beat myself 
up over not being fully developed, or 
I can get excited about training and 
go at it hard. I think I will choose the 
latter. It’s the biblical way, the grace- 
filled way. 

In any training endeavour, it’s 
important to know your weakness. 
Very often, in terms of my Christian 
life-training, I am well aware of my 
weaknesses. The Holy Spirit seems to 
do a good job of pointing them out 
to me, and if the Spirit is not willing, 
God knows the saints are always ready 
to take over. Sometimes this process 
seems more than a little bit disheart- 
ening. But the reality is that being 
aware of a weakness is not a negative 
thing—it’s a positive thing. It tells you 
precisely where to work in the training 
process, where to focus. I like the way 
Paul puts it in another place: “I am still 
not all [should be, but Iam focusing all 
my energies on this one thing: Forget- 
ting the past and looking forward to 
what lies ahead, I strain to reach the 
end of the race and receive the prize 
for which God, through Christ Jesus, is 
calling us up to heaven.” (Philippians 
3:13-14). @ 


Rev. David Webber is a contributing editor 
to the Record. He is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry. 


@® 


ECCLESIASTICAL 


INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE [IN 


For tailored insurance coverages, 
dedicated risk management expertise, 
and. empathetic claims response, you 
can count on Ecclesiastical Insurance. 
We seek to advise and protect those 
who enrich the lives of others. That is 

why Ecclesiastical is the first-choice 
specialist insurer for faith and 
retirement communities, education 
facilities, registered charities 
and unique properties. 


Ecclesiastical - the ethical alternative. 


Contact your broker, or one of 
our regional offices, or visit our 
website at www.ecclesiastical.ca 


Atlantic Regional Branch 
902 492 4548 


Central Regional Branch 
416 484 4555 


National Programs Branch 
416 484 4555 


Western Regional Branch 
403 538 0175 


Pacific Regional Branch 
604 605 1111 
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FOR THE 


JOURNEY 


aq 


BY DAVID WEBBER !ILLUSTRATIO! 


4d Te: loony chick ain’t going 

to make it!” I said to Linda. 

It was a cold November 
day and I was watching a particularly 
small teenage loon out of our front 
room window. It had been born late in 
the spring; hence its diminished size 
and my concern. 

“T don’t get it,” I said. “The adult 
loons were the model of perfect 
parents all summer. They fended off 
every kind of danger from Sea-Doo 
to eagle talon. And then, come early 
autumn they just waltzed off for their 
winter seaside home leaving their kid 
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all alone on our lake to fend for itself. 
What really burns me up is the adults 
didn’t even bother to teach their kid 
how ‘to fly before they left. It’s only 
another month or so until freeze-up 
and loon chicks don’t make very good 
popsicles.” 

“No,” Linda said, as she looked 
fondly at the young loon floating 
serenely past the end of our dock. She 
had been left to babysit the young 
loon many times in late summer and 
early fall as she sat by the lake in her 
favourite Adirondack chair. “They 
didn’t teach that young loon how to 


fly, but they taught it how to train.” 
Linda was right, of course. Before 
the loon parents left for the winter, 
they had taught their chick how to 
train so that it could learn how to fly. 
This is the way of the loon. And so, 
at the beginning of November, all of 
the loon chicks hatched on our lake, 
regardless of their size or develop- 
ment, are now at the stage of extensive 
training. They are racing up and down 
the lake, flapping their wings furiously 
whilst running on top of the water 
and hollering their loony heads off. 
continued on page 49 
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HL LILICTOATIN AL OV DANDDV FTAILIC/LICADT ACCAICYV 


We are all familiar with the weekly offering. You choose where your money is used such as your church's annual 
budget or building fund. Through your offering you may also support national church programs such as Presbyterian 
World Service and Development or Presbyterians Sharing. You probably also make contributions to special appeals 
— such as disaster relief - throughout the year. 


But what happens when you die? 


Now, it’s easier than ever to leave a lasting legacy to your church. 


Thanks to EssentiaLife insurance, a modest annual premium allows you to contribute a substantial gift upon your death — 
without reducing the size of your estate or entangling your larger estate planning, You can leave a legacy later and enjoy 
peace of mind and tax savings today, There is no medical required and you can buy up to $25,000 coverage. 


From an insurance company built on Christian values 


Best of all, this coverage is offered by Canada’s leading, not-for-profit Christian insurance and investment 
organization. FaithLife Financial customers are actually members’ of the organization, and profits flow back to the 
causes they care about in the Christian community. In fact over the past 20 years, FaithLife Financial has had a 
charitable impact of over $20,000,000. 


Make your commitment today 


Many people have discovered the joy of planned giving as a way of being responsible stewards of the blessings God 
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SHOVELLING 


A child of the rectory remembers Christmas in Nova Scotia. BY DAVID HARRIS 


I remember them for one reason: shovelling 

out the church and rectory. 

I’m sure I remember more such years than 
a meteorological history would confirm, but 
such is the exaggeration of an only child of 
a rectory. 

Christmas, after all, is positively the 
busiest time of the year. In Anglican liturgical 
rank it may only be fourth, but in popular 
terms Christmas is tops, meaning numerous 
church services starting in the late afternoon 
on Christmas Eve and ending Christmas 
Day sometime. 

A bit of snow on Christmas Eve was nice. Anything more 
than a dusting, however, meant me shovelling, since my 
father was busy getting ready for or taking services. There was 
no recovery period until after the 10 a.m. Christmas Day. 

First, there was the path from the back of the rectory to 
the church. No sweat there, as it was only maybe 30 feet. 
Then there was the church driveway. It was somewhat longer, 
maybe 50 feet? Whatever the distance, it seemed like half a 
mile to me in my early teens. 

And then there was our driveway and then two or three 
neighbours, mostly older women, and the parish hall. Well, 
you get my drift, if you’ll pardon the pun. I think I was nearly 
as exhausted as my father by noontime. 

And then there’d be a death. It happens a lot at this 
time of the year. The stress of cold and family gatherings, 
too much food and drink. I don’t know all the factors, but 
a lot of people pass away around Christmastime, meaning 
clergy are always ducking in an out of festivities to cope 
with grieving relatives. 

By the time we moved to a larger city parish when I was 
16, I had been a church organist for about five years and was 
lucky enough to get a church a few miles up the road from 
my dad’s. 

Both of those churches had professional snow removal 
contracts, so the shovelling was a lot less BUT ... the organist 
at dad’s church wanted me to play for the family services at 5 
and 7 pm so she could conduct the choirs. 


[icnenn a lot of white Christmases. 
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I spent Christmas Eve zooming back and 
forth between churches, trying not to leave 
music in the wrong place. 

It’s funny though. I might play the big 
David Willcock’s setting of O Come All Ye 
Faithful four times that evening and each one 
was just as thrilling as the others when I kicked 
the Full Organ piston for the massive chords at 
“Word of the Father Now in Flesh Appearing.” 

I’d attack the keyboard with a passion— 
perhaps it was the pianist in me trying to make 
the organ sound louder (which, of course, you 
can’t do!). But there’s no kick quite like being (just) 
in control of a pipe organ at full throttle in a packed church. 

If it goes as it should, you know you're standing the hair 
up on the back of hundreds of necks. And they’ll remember 
it better than the sermon! 

I’m back living in a rectory again (although our own 
home for the first time). Now, I’m the clergy spouse, making 
this 32 years and nearly 50 Christmases in rectories in Nova 
Scotia, England and Ontario. 

I suspect any PK (preacher’s kid, as we are fondly referred to) 
could swap places with any denomination and we’d be perfectly 
at home with some priest or minister racing off to a service, a 
funeral or to find some cubbyhole to write another sermon. 

It’s a rare perch from which to see how people cope 
with the joys and stresses of this time of the year and to see 
the annual theatrical event which somehow always comes 
together in the end to help give even just a little glimpse of 
the true meaning not merely of Christmas but of life. 

All of us at the Record hope you enjoy this issue with 
its stories of Christmases from around the world and the 
spectacular drawings from our many contributors. We hope 
that reading this magazine will help you prepare for the 
coming of the Prince of Peace. Mf 


Sincerely, 


aod pe 
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Letters 


letters@presbyterianrecord.ca 


A Historic Tradition 
Re The P in PCC, September 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
has a long history of receiving ministers 
from other churches and welcoming 
graduates from other theological 
colleges. It is disappointing, therefore, 
to read a letter which questions their 
motivations and contributions. As I 
read it, the letter-writer is asking us to 
set aside the historic inclusive ecumen- 
ical welcome that befits the gospel and 
has characterized our traditional Presby- 
terian church at its best. While he obvi- 
ously feels that this impoverishes our 
church, many are of the opinion that 
it strengthens us. And let’s remember: 
those who come from other churches 
and theological colleges are vetted 
by presbyteries and the Committee 
on Theological Education and often 
required to undertake additional studies 
at our own theological colleges. 

In the future, the Record might 
wish to consider whether it is appro- 
priate to print letters that make unpro- 
voked and unsubstantiated allegations 
against an identifiable group of minis- 
ters within our denomination. Surely 
we are better than that. 

JOHN VISSERS, PRINCIPAL, 
THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, MONTREAL 


Our Apology 
Dear readers, 

Please accept our sincere apologies 
for the lateness of the October issue. 
Putting a magazine together each 
month is a fine balance, and we fell 
off the beams for October. By missing 
one deadline, we missed several, and 
a domino effect of delays proceeded. 
Our apologies to you. 

It is a greater pity because we are 


very proud of the issue itself, espe- 
cially of the powerful cover article by 
Rev. Glynis Williams on Iraqi refugees 
in Syria, the Theology of Politics by 
Dr. Sam Wells, the fascinating Calvin 
series article by Judith MacLeod, the 
charming exchange between a young 
student and professor emeritus on the 
theology of procrastination, and, of 
course, the usual thoughtfulness of Rev. 
David Webber. 
DAVID HARRIS, EDITOR AND PUBLISHER, 
THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD 


His Father’s Name 
I was wondering if any of your readers 
could enlighten me about the signifi- 
cance of the given names Edwin 
Ruthvin or Edwin Ruthven amongst 
Presbyterian men. That was my father’s 
name, my great uncle’s name and, after 
googling these combinations of given 
names, it seems, quite a few other Pres- 
byterian men. 

JON LITTLE, HINTON, ALTA. 


Beyond the Binary 
Re Peace and Compassion, September 
The letter evidences a _ generous, 
tolerant spirit. However, I am still 
concerned about the binary thinking 
that informs much of the debate over 
sexual orientation and church issues. 
The fashionable academic left- 
liberal reductionist-materialist hard- 
line evolutionist point of view and 
the Christian fundamentalist view- 
point occasionally have some things 
in common. If a sensitive boy or 
young man has affectionate feelings 
for a member of the same sex in any 
context whatsoever, they will each 
say, under rigid binary thinking, that 
he is condemned—by heredity, > 
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Looking for a great 
place for a retreat ? 


Enjoy: 
e a beautiful setting 
e amodern Lodge 
e affordable rates 
e near Parry Sound 


HIDDEN BAY 
> OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
BE u 
3 _ CENTRE 
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genes and brain chemistry on one 
side, and by original sin and predes- 
tined total depravity on the other—to 
go over to a completely homosexual 
lifestyle in an urban gay ghetto and 
stay there forever. 

To be sure, some Christian non- 
Calvinist fundamentalists and 
conservative evangelicals believe 
that homosexuals, by surrendering 
their lives to Christ, can change to a 
traditional heterosexual lifestyle, but 
they still think in binary terms of gay 
and straight. 

The Kinsey report on male sexu- 
ality, published in 1948, posited 
the view that maybe half of the 
population is completely hetero- 
sexual and maybe six to 10 per 
cent more or less completely homo- 
sexual. However, it noted there is a 
gradation of people between those 
two poles of orientation which he 
described as being along a scale 
of one to seven. Those who were 
completely heterosexual were 1 and 
those completely homosexual 7. In 
between were those at 2, who were 


AMA AMPOFO, 10, GATEWAY COMMUNITY, TORONTO 


interested in the same sex one-sixth 
of the time and members of the 
opposite sex five-sixths of the time, 
and those at 6, who were interested 
in the same sex five-sixths of the 
time and members of the opposite 
sex one-sixth of the time. Kinsey, a 
dedicated scientific researcher, said 
it is not possible to neatly separate 
people into sheep and goats when 
it comes to sexual orientation. Yet, 
a half century later, this research is 
usually ignored, and even boys or 
young men who just make an occa- 
sional glance at a member of the 
same sex are immediately assumed 
to be, and condemned as (and even 
attacked for) being homosexual. 

Under this type of outlook, the 
friendship of David and Jonathan 
as described in I Samuel would, if 
expressed in the modern-day, lead 
to them being beaten up and left 
for dead in a lane behind a bar in 
Brooks, Alta., or Shelby, Mont. (I 
Samuel 20:17, “For he (Jonathan) 
loved him (David) as he loved his 
own soul.”) 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
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A rational approach to the issue of 
homosexuality, or what is perceived as 
such in the church, will require a major 
revision of the binary thinking on the 
topic that prevails today. 


I take great umbrage at the opinion that 
the Bible contains “time- and culture- 
bound passages of scripture.” 


Liltce £2su 


I thought that the 


all God based and inspired, not 
the ramblings of someone with an 


agenda that would lead people to 
take it so lightly. 

Also the comment on inclusiveness 
in regards to people's colour or women 
in churches does not lead one 
a passage in the Bible to support the 
reason for exclusion. 


LINDY MCQUEEN SURNZSY 5.Cc. 


Looking to Advertise in the Presbyterian Record? 
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A Community 
of Compassion. 


A Place of Hope. 


Most people look forward to 
the Christmas holidays. It is a 
time for friends and family to get 
together and share food, gifts 


For people living on the streets, 
Christmas can be a very lonely time. 


on assoriment of activities over the 


holidays which welcome all to our 
community with love. 


Over 300 people will be served at 
our various dinners and lunches; 
and they will all be served by 
volunteers. It will be a time of 
fellowship for many people who 
would otherwise be alone. 


Santa will make an appearance 
at our exclusive party for families 
with children 


WE COULD NOT PROVIDE THIS 
LOVING COMMUNITY WITHOUT 
YOUR HELP. PLEASE GIVE TODAY. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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People Places 


To make People & Places submissions: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca. 
Please visit the monthly PnP page at www.presbyterianrecord.ca for more. 


What are the folks at Duff, Puslinch, Ont., 
doing in a remote reserve nearly 600 
kms. north of Thunder Bay, Ont. ? It’s a 
wonderful story and you can read it in 
detail online: presbyterianrecord.ca 


Carol Anderson has been the 

choir leader and organist at New 
Westminster, Hamilton, Ont., for 

21 years. Upon her retirement she 
was named Music and Choir Leader 
Emeritus for her heartfelt dedication, 
care and commitment to a ministry 
of music. She also got a cake; her 
husband Tom looks on. 


Rev. Alice Wilson has been the minister 
at St. Andrew's, Hanover, Ont., for the 
past near 18 years. On her last Sunday 
before retirement in September, the 
children brought in the elements 

and helped prepare for Communion. 
It seems a fitting metaphor. On our 
website, you can see her cake. 
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One of the street missions 
featured in the Record in 
February was Fernie House. 
Paul Cornish served 29 years 
as executive director of this 
special mission, moving it 
from two to six houses. At his 
retirement board member 
emeritus Blair MacKenzie 
presented him with a letter 
of congratulations from 

the City of Pickering. More 
photos on our website. 


“When we're enthusiastic we brighten their day,” Emily Aitken 
told the Mount Forest Confederate.”And the congregation's 
encouragement keeps us enthusiastic,” added Allie McCorquo- 
dale. Along with Rebecca Parker and Carlee Wilson, these youth 
group leaders led worship one Sunday this May at the three 
points of Knox, Holstein, Knox, Ayton, and Amos, Dromore, Ont. 
“This was the first time we led a service for all three,” Katelynn 
Watson told the local newspaper. (Katelynn is missing from the 
photo, which is courtesy of the Mount Forest Confederate.) 


And on our website: 


A fascinating history of Melville, Riverside, B.C.;a handmade 
library cart in Caledon, Ont.; a scenic Sunday in Niagara, 
Ont.; 93 kids, one VBS, in Nova Scotia; lora Sloski honoured 
for 60 years of service in Milton, Ont.; Rev.lan MacMillan’s 
20 years at St. Andrew’s, South Lancaster, and St. Andrew’s, 
Martintown, Ont.;a prestigious club at St. Andrew's, 
Brampton, Ont.; learn how a wedding anniversary in 
Simcoe, Ont., leads to a bursary at Knox College, Toronto; 
and, also see a mortgage burning at St. Paul's, Simcoe, Ont.; 
and, you may remember them from last year—the Farmer's 
Market ladies from Summerland, B.C., were back at their 
booth raising $$$ for PWSD! 
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Nicole Morrow’s unique fun- 
draising drive for Evangel 
Hall was more than mere 
cosmetics. The mission-min- 
ded teen wrote a fundrai- 
sing proposal on behalf of 
Evangel Hall for the Toskan 
Casale Foundation’s Youth 
and Philanthropy Initiative, 
which was established by 
the tycoons behind Mac 
cosmetics. Morrow was 
amongst the winners and a 
cheque for $5,000 was recei- 
ved by Evangel Hall. A fuiler 
story is available on our 
website—seen here is Mor- 
row with the Hall's executive 
director Joseph Taylor. 


Mission of Justice 


Guantanamo inmate needs protection. BY CONNIE PURVIS 


AFTER MORE THAN SIX YEARS of detainment in Guan- 
tanamo Bay, 41-year-old Djamel Ameziane is “in urgent 
need of protection” according to a coalition of human 
rights organizations. The stigma of the former Montreal 
resident’s suspected links to terrorism put him at risk 
of imprisonment and torture if he returns to his native 
Algeria, they allege. 

The Anglican Diocese of Montreal has submitted an ap- 
plication for Canadian resettlement; should it meet with 
success, Action Réfugiés Montréal, a joint ministry of An- 
glican and Presbyterian churches, will help Ameziane re- 
establish himself in Quebec. Glynis Williams, director of 
Action Réfugiés Montréal and refugee director at PWS&D 
signed the sponsorship on behalf of the bishop. Ameziane 
is currently among approximately 50 detainees who have 
not faced formal charges or trials in the U.S. 

“The refugee sponsorship ... is part of the church’s mis- 
sion of justice and compassion in the world,” said Rev. Barry 
Clark, Anglican Bishop of Montreal in a press release. ”Hav- 
ing read what Djamel has suffered and the risk he would 
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face if returned to Algeria, | am convinced that sponsoring 
him is the right thing to do.” 

His application has been filed through the Private Spon- 
sorship of Refugees Program and is backed by Amnesty 
International, the Canadian Council for Refugees and the 
New York-based Center for Constitutional Rights. 

Ameziane sought refugee status when he resided in 
Canada during the 90s, but in 2000 his claim was reject- 
ed. He was arrested in 2002 when he tried to enter Paki- 
stan from Afghanistan, and he was subsequently sent to 
the United States by Pakistani forces. The Pentagon has 
accused him of having connections to al Qaeda, which 
Ameziane denies. 

In August, Ameziane filed a petition with the Inter- 
American Commission on Human Rights addressing tor- 
ture and human rights violations perpetrated against him 
during his detention. At the time this article went to print, 
the IACHR was scheduled to hear the precautionary mea- 
sures of his case on October 28. m —with files from the Centre 
for Constitutional Rights (ccrjustice.org) 
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PCC Website 
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THOSE WHO VISIT the denominational 
website—www. presbyterian.ca—tregu- 
larly will have noticed that throughout 
October and November we made some 
significant changes. Most obvious is 
a completely new home page layout 
that we hope will make it easier for our 
visitors to find the information and 
resources they are looking for—and 
discover new things they don’t even 
realize exist! We also made some signif- 
icant changes to the navigation struc- 
ture so that information is grouped 
more appropriately. 

The feature I’m most excited 
about is SnapShots. This relatively 
large area in the upper-right quad- 
rant of the home page is intended to 
offer glimpses into the denomina- 
tion at the congregational and agency 
program level—the grassroots of the 
PCC. Photos in the SnapShots area are 
randomly selected from a collection of 
photos of church buildings, congrega- 
tions and Presbyterians in action. 

As pleased as Iam with this make- 
over, I can’t take very much of the 


credit—most of the work was done 
long before I arrived. The members of 
the Life and Mission Agency’s internal 
web strategy team deserve the bulk 
of the credit for guiding this process 
over the course of the summer. My 
thanks to Alex McDonald, Karen 
Plater, Anne Phillips, Matt Donnelly 
and Peter Johnson for their work 
and support as the website continues 
to evolve. 

The website refresh, and Snap- 
Shots in particular, are representative 
of my desire and intention for the 
communications activities of the PCC 
to encompass the entire denomina- 
tion. Presbyterian.ca is a website of 
and for the denomination, not just 
national offices, and I am committed 
to extending that philosophy to the 
broader communications strategy for 
the Life and Mission Agency. @ 
—Colin Carmichael is Associate Secre- 
tary, Communications at the Life & 
Mission Agency of the PCC. He chronicles 
his work on his official PCC blog at www. 
beingpresbyterian.ca. 


WICC Turns 90 


THE WOMEN’S INTER-CHURCH COUNCIL 
of Canada marked its 90th anniversary 
this October. 

It began with a letter dated October 
19, 1918, written by WMS treasurer Bessie 
MacMurchy letter inviting members of 
denominational Women’s Missionary 
Societies to assemble and organize a 
national prayer meeting. This led to 
the creation of WICC, a national 
ecumenical movement committed to 
uniting women in prayer and action 
for justice around the world. 

The anniversary celebration was 
themed Widening The Circle, and 
encouraged members to “respond 
to the changing face of Canada” by 


examining racial, social and religious 
justice concerns across the country, and 
work in partnership with marginalized 
organizations and communities. 

WICC’s best-known initiative is the 
annual World Day of Prayer. Donations 
raised through the event and a sister 
organization, the Fellowship of the Least 
Coin, are distributed as grants to grass- 
roots organizations promoting justice 
and empowerment. This year, 11 national 
and 29 international grants were admini- 
stered, amounting to $70,500 total. 

WICC garners members and 
financial and spiritual support from 
the Presbyterian Church and 10 other 
church partners. s—CPurvis 


How Big Is 
Your Family? 


Our family is so big that, 
in 2007, we gave: 


* 40 turkeys 

* 98 boxes of cereal, jars of peanut 
butter, canned hams, juices 

® 312 boxes of macaroni & cheese, 
cans of soup, vegetables, fruit, 
tuna or salmon 

* 346 presents & mitts, gloves, 
scarves, hats 

* 1,656 mandarin — 
oranges 

* 1,872 tea bags 


All who attend sn 
programs atWICM 

are considered 

family. We share the WIicM 
joy of Christ's birth with the gift 

of a Christmas hamper. Some 

food and presents are received on 
White Gift Sunday and others are 
purchased with donations. 


Your contribution to WICM 
enables us to assemble these 
gifts for our family. 


“It is more blessed to give than 
to receive.” Acts 20:35 


Merry Christmas, 
Happy New Year 
& Thank You! 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 
Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 

P.O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4A7 
Flora House 204-586-5494 


Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 
204-942-8682 


___ Charitable regist 
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NEWS 


Christi 
Closes 


Dark days ahead for the 


religion book market. 
BY CONNIE PURVIS 


R. G. MITCHELL Family Books, Canada’s 
largest Christian book wholesaler and 
retailer, declared bankruptcy in early 
September leaving over 150 unsecured 
creditors and $9 million in liabilities. 
The 74-year-old company has re- 
mained tight-lipped about reasons for 
the closure, and its sudden shutdown 
left many booksellers scrambling to 
find alternative distributors. 

“It’s been crazy,” said Harold Maier, 
owner of Heritage Christian Bookstore 
in Niagara, Ont. With churches gear- 
ing up for a new Sunday school year 
and Christmas on the horizon, it was 
not a good time to lose a main sup- 
plier, he added. 

The bankruptcy was another blow 
among ranks of struggling Christian dis- 
tributors. It followed weeks after major 
Canadian music distributor CMC Distri- 
bution was acquired by David C. Cook 
Distribution Canada, a division of Col- 
orado-based David C. Cook Publishing. 
And the Blessings chain of Christian 
bookstores filed for credit protection last 
year, declining from 27 stores nation- 
wide to four in B.C. only in January. 

Denominational retailers have also 
taken hits. The ailing Anglican Book 
Centre was swallowed by American Lu- 
theran publisher Augsburg Fortress last 
year, and 2008 has seen Christian book- 
store closures in Halifax, North Sydney 
and Montreal. Competition from dis- 
count chain stores, online purchasing, 
and a declining Anglican population 
have been cited as root causes. 

The Presbyterian Church’s Book 
Room has been in the red for many 
years and relies on funding from the 
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WMS to keep afloat. 

The blame falls on a strong Cana- 
dian dollar. Wholesalers and retailers 
alike purchased stock from American 
distributors when their dollar was high, 
but when it plummeted retail prices fol- 
lowed suit. To stay competitive, compa- 
nies were forced to sell the same items 
for 20-30 per cent less, resulting in a 
dramatic drop in profits. 


The bankruptcy was another 
blow among ranks of struggling 
Christian distributors 


“It was a double whammy,” said 
Blessings owner and CEO Mark 
Hutchinson. “We saw that signs were 
bad, but we reacted and made a move 
quickly.” The chain completely restruc- 
tured its business model, decreased its 
number of locations and expanded the 
range of products on its shelves. CMC 
Distribution likewise entered into talks 
with David C. Cook Canada last Oc- 
tober, and the company’s staff and 
structures were integrated earlier this 
year. Mitchell’s may not have adjusted 
to market trends, and may not have 
acted fast enough, Hutchinson said. 

Store rental costs may have been 
another factor in Mitchell’s down- 
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fall, suggested Steve Nicolle, former 
President and CEO of CMC Distribu- 
tion and current Director of the Music 
and Media Division of David C. Cook 
Canada. Most struggling retailers have 
been in larger urban markets, and over 
the past year many stores have closed 
in cities like Calgary and Edmonton. 
Mitchell’s operated a number of retail 
stores before the bankruptcy, including 
two former Blessings locations. 

A strong dollar has meant cheaper 
books for consumers, but that does 
not mean people buy more books or 
purchase them at stores, said Susan 
Clarke, manager of the Book Room at 
national offices. ‘ 

Although the Book Room accepts 
online and telephone orders, and pro- 
vides free shipping across Canada, “it 
seems like people’s first reaction is to 
go to Amazon,” she said. 

“The problem we have in Canada 
is, although we’re a huge geographic 
country, we’re no larger than Califor- 
nia in population, but we try to func- 
tion with as many distributors as in 
States,” Hutchinson said, suggesting 
that fewer distributors carrying a larger 
range of products would be a more vi- 
able model. Given recent trends, that 
may become reality. @ 
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STEWARDSHIP AND EDUCATION | for 
Mission has produced an opportuni- 
ty to Experience Mission in Malawi via 
DVD. When this issue went to print, 
it was slated for release in early No- 
vember and featured two 10-minute 
segments exploring the role of Presby- 
terian Sharing and Presbyterian World 
Service and Development in ongoing 
Malawian missions. 

We Are In This Together looks at 
collaborative mission between the 
Presbyterian Church and the Church 
of Central Africa Presbyterian, and 
highlights the work of two Malawi 
synods—Blantyre and _ Livingstonia. 
It also features interviews with Glenn 
Inglis whose Letter from Malawi will 
be published in the Record for the next 
few months. 

Our Response To AIDS is an update 


Experience Mission 
alawi 


on the World Without AIDS Cam- 
paign. Although the campaign has of- 
ficially ended, the video explores its 
ongoing work in the heart of the pan- 
demic. Among other things, it features 
a training centre for the caregivers of 


NEWS 


Travel by DVD to Blantyre and Livingstonia. 
BY CONNIE PURVIS 


AIDS orphans. 

Bonus features include a number of 
Minutes for Missions and Presbyterian 
choirs performing traditional music. 

The DVD can be ordered through 
the Book Room. @ 
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Nostalgia Kills Hope 


Diana Butler Bass encourages churches to look ahead. BY MICHELLE MILLER-GUILLOT 


CONSTANTLY SEARCHING for new ways 
of fulfilling our vision statement of be- 
ing a vital and growing community 
of faith, some members of Rosedale, 
Toronto, read Diana Butler Bass’ book 
Christianity for the Rest of Us: How the 
Neighborhood Church is Transforming the 
Faith (reviewed in the Record, March 
2007) over the summer to prepare for 
her visit with us next February. To meet 
her and scope out her workshop style, 
my husband and I went to hear her 
speak in October. I had identified with 
much of what she says in her book. I’m 
a liberal “quiet Christian” and a not- 
yet-30-year-old member of Session. 

I am concerned about the vitality 
and growth of our denomination and 
more specifically of my own congrega- 
tion. We talk of needing to do things 
differently. Throughout her research, 
Butler Bass found that change contrib- 
uted to the increased vitality of what 
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Diana Butler 
Bass brings 
her message 
to Canadian 
Presbyterians 
in February. 


“The msott immpertned book rf the onade abvick esmenaiong 
POR rece Chatolinnidy sont the tanewat of wonindine vongregetions” 


Christianity 
FOR THE 


Rést ops 


she refers to as “mainline” churches. 

In her workshop, Butler Bass implied 
that Presbyterians are in denial. We know 
change is required, but believe it can wait 
and occur later under someone else’s di- 
rection. This rang true to me. As much 
as I wanted to believe that I was an agent 
of change within my own congregation, 
I realized I was only talking about it. She 
told stories of congregations, some of 
which are Presbyterian, that have trans- 
formed themselves and become more 
full of life. This gave me hope and made 
her presentation exciting. 

Butler Bass assured us that if we re- 
ally do believe that God’s hands have 
anything to do with us being here, 
then He thinks that we are capable of 
handling it. “Nostalgia is the enemy of 
hope. People need to know that there’s 
more exciting stuff ahead.” Instead 


of brainstorming ways to attract new 
members, congregations first need to 
focus on keeping the ones they have. 
What kind of community is God ask- 
ing us to be in relation to where we are 
now? Throughout her research, Butler 
Bass found that congregations which 
intentionally engaged Christian prac- 
tices found new vitality. 

Butler Bass speaks of liquid moder- 
nity: Established religion; disestablished 
spirituality. People care less and less 
about the established church and are 
moving away from structure which no 
longer resonates with them. Therefore 
she suggests we have to rethink our tra- 
ditions—many of our practices have no 
sense of intentionality. Because I joined 
the church as a teenager and only spent 
a year in Sunday school, I never learned 
how to pray or how to read the Bible 
and it wasn’t until a short time ago that 
I learned the importance of both. 

“Think depth, not breadth,” Butler 
Bass preaches. Which means we must 
sharpen our own actions. One of the 
most important of which is hospital- 
ity. People become more grounded 
through intentional actions. The 
church needs to pay attention and ad- 
dress everybody’s spiritual needs. 

I’m looking forward to hearing 
Diana Butler Bass speak at Rosedale, 
Toronto, the weekend of February 27, 
2009. I believe my congregation needs 
to hear her message in order for our 
church to grow, we need to embrace 
the time in which we live and ask our- 
selves what kind of community God 
is asking us to be in relation to where 
we are now. As soon as we begin to ask 
questions such as this one, we might 
just find ourselves growing again while 
providing people with a sense of hope 
and excitement for the future. m 
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Its also known as the Thinning Disease. 


IN JULY OUR WATCHMAN DIED. We had 
known Kondwani since 1980 when the 
Synod appointed him to keep an eye on 
our house. When we returned to Blan- 
tyre in 1997, Kondwani left the Synod to 
work full time with us. Those who have 
visited ‘Canada House’ know of whom 
I speak. Kondwani officially died of ma- 
laria, but everyone knew the underly- 
ing cause was HIV/AIDS. Malawians 
seldom mention AIDS but speak rather 
of ‘our general disease’ or ‘the thinning 
disease.’ Some years ago, Kondwani 
and his wife separated and eventually 
reunited a couple of years later. She died 
of ‘the general disease’ and so Kond- 
wani’s situation was not a surprise. 

Linda and I were visiting Kondwani 
at the hospital one day. Because his 
condition was deteriorating, the nurs- 
es had moved him off his bed onto a 
mat sandwiched on the floor between 
two other beds which carried patients 
with a better chance of survival. The 
ward was chaotic with family members 
trying to administer food or water to 
the sick while determined charismatic 
preachers were shouting that the sick 
and wounded should repent so God 
could heal their bodies. We finally 
found Kondwani when Linda noticed 
his young wife with tear-filled eyes 
watching over him. On her back was 
a new born baby. Three weeks before 
Kondwani’s death his wife gave birth 
to a lovely baby girl. 

The lot of widows is seldom kind. 
Kondwani’s wife will take her two 
young children to her home village 
some 50 kilometres away. There she 
will have no job and no means of sup- 
port save the generosity of the extend- 
ed family. What will happen to her? 
What future will the girls have? Be- 
cause of our long-standing association 
with the family, these are questions we 
will somehow strive to answer. 


BY GLENN INGLIS 
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The General Disease 


A coffin seller sits on a coffin while waiting for clients in Blantyre, Malawi. Coffin 
shops are found at almost every corner on the streets of Blantyre. 


The latest UN report indicates a 
lowering of the HIV infection rate in 
Southern Africa. In Malawi the rate is 
now 12 per cent. But this rate applies 
only to ages 14-49 and in urban areas 
the rates can go upwards of 30 per cent. 
Through exceptional international ef- 
forts, anti-retroviral therapy (ART) is 
widely available. However, only about 
one-third of the people who need the 
drugs are taking them. A huge problem 


is the lack of trained medical staff in 
rural areas. The nursing profession is 
one of the hardest hit by AIDS. Also, 
hundreds of Malawian nurses have 
been recruited to the UK where life is 
decidedly better. 


Rev. Glenn Inglis and his wife Linda are 
working in Malawi thanks to Internation- 
al Ministries. His letter will continue in 
the Record for a few more months. 


December 2008 | Presbyterian Record |5 


WORLD NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


Endeavour Together 


ENI—Christian communities should 
improve their knowledge of Islam, be good 
neighbours to Muslims and bear witness 
to their faith in an appropriate manner, 50 
church leaders and experts said in a joint 
statement. 

They noted that Christians have seen 
Muslims both as friends and rivals, neigh- 
bours and strangers. There has been a 
history of “mixed” relationships between 
Christians and Muslims, with both positive 
and negative dimensions, the World 
Council of Churches and the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches leaders said in a joint 
press release. 

“In spite of the significant growth of 
Muslim-Christian dialogue and relations, 
Muslims and Christians continue to 
misconstrue each other's religion,” Catho- 
licos Aram | of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church, a former WCC moderator, told 
the consultation in a keynote address. 
“We must endeavour together with our 
Muslim neighbours to consolidate our 
commonalties, which ensure wholeness 
and integrity, and we must preserve our 
diversities, which enrich community.” 


Illegitimate Debt 


ENI—People in the poorest countries are 
being forced into poverty by having to 
repay hundreds of millions of dollars of 
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illegitimate loans from wealthy Western 
countries to greedy dictators, an interna- 
tional meeting has heard. 

“They have seen how scarce public 
revenue is diverted to debt service obli- 
gations and away from social welfare 
and infrastructure investment ... [and] 
observed the ways in which the lives of 
successive generations of children can 
be mortgaged to the greed of a dictator,” 
said Rev. Ishmael Noko, general secretary 
of the Lutheran World Federation. 

Speaking at a symposium in Oslo 
on debt, Noko noted that lenders who 
offer loans under conditions that do not 
guarantee democratic accountability, 
“should bear the risks of their decision, 
and should not be entitled to ‘bailouts’ 
from international financial institutions.” 

Representatives of governments, 
churches and their partner agencies, 
United Nation bodies, civil society orga- 
nizations and legal experts were among 
participants at the symposium jointly 
organized by the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion, the Church of Sweden and Norwegian 
Church Aid, in October. 


McCullum Remembered 


ENI—Hugh McCullum,a Canadian journa- 
list who championed Africa, where he 
spent part of his life, is being remembered 
as a harsh critic of what he called the 
silence of the media about the killing in 
1994 of 800,000 people in Rwanda. 

“We in the church press didn’t care 
enough to write about it and when we 
finally did, it was defensive and apolo- 
getic and never named the ‘genoci- 
daires’ amongst our denominations who 
preached hate Sunday by Sunday and 
unleashed a horror the world has not 
seen since World War Il,” McCullum once 
wrote about Rwanda. He died in Toronto 
in October aged 76. 

“We Africans owe him a huge debt of 
love as he generously devoted many years 
of his life and work to the betterment of 
our continent,” said WCC general secretary, 
Rev. Samuel Kobia. 

McCullum wrote the September 2004 
story on Stanford Reid for the Record. 


Morally Bound to End Conflict 


ENI—WCC general secretary, Rev. Samuel 
Kobia, told a gathering of the Bible 
Society in Sri Lanka’s commercial capital 
that churches are morally bound to act to 
prevent conflicts and to build peace. 

“Prevention of conflicts, peacemaking 
and peace building are moral imperatives 
for the churches and for civil society,” said 
Kobia in a speech in Colombo during his 
first visit to Sri Lanka, where a 25-year 
conflict between government forces 
and autonomy-seeking Tamil rebels has 
claimed more than 80,000 lives. 

“lam left with the chilling feeling that 
this country sits on a social time bomb,” 
Kobia said after hearing from church and 
civil society leaders of the island nation. 

Kobia said,“The trauma is deep and so 
is the bitterness. All these, one could say, 
are the consequences of a protracted 
civil war, but the fact is that the hatred, 
the bitterness, the pain are still there 
and one cannot wish them away or 
ignore them.” 

The Geneva-basedWCC brings together 
349 Protestant, Orthodox, Anglican and 
other churches. 


Offense against God 


ENI—The United Reformed Church in 
Great Britain has condemned as “an 
offence against God” the assassina- 
tion of Gayle Williams, a 34-year-old 
Christian aid worker in Kabul, and the 
chilling comments of those who said 
they killed her. 

Rev. John Marsh, moderator of the 
general assembly of the United Reformed 
Church, said in a statement, “It is deeply 
sad and sickening that Williams has been 
deliberately targeted as a Christian, and 
gunned down in the streets of Kabul. She 
had been welcomed into Afghanistan, 
and was working with a trusted organiza- 
tion, bringing skilled assistance to people 
with disabilities.” 

Williams, a dual national of South 
Africa and Britain, worked with disabled 
children. On October 20, two men on 
a motorcycle gunned her down as she 
walked to work in the Afghan capital. @ 
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Christmas in Pakistan 


e had Christmas Trees; a Fir tree, most likely, 
W» mother recalls. But to get to us in Karachi 

or Lahore it would have traveled a long distance 
from the Himalayan Mountains. We would cover it with 
the usual baubles; along with hand-made paper chains and 
other decorations. Under it would be the presents. And then 
Father Christmas would come late one night after church 
and a sumptuous meal of curries and rice. 

In Lahore one year we went to Naulakha Church for 
Christmas morning. Across the aisle from us was a couple. 
They seemed lost. As the offering was called the woman 
began to play with a corner of her sari. The plate went 
past her; she and her husband were disappointed and 
ashamed. 

Later my father explained they were likely from a village 
and had made a pilgrimage to a cathedral for Christmas. To 
be safe the woman had tied her annual tithes—what my 
father called a “few annas” or pennies—into a corner of 
her sari. But, since they didn’t know the order of service, 
and were not literate, they didn’t know when the offering 
would happen. When it was announced the woman began 
undoing a knot she had made too tight in her anxiousness. 
My father said they would likely return the next year to 
make the offering again. 

The Presbyterian Church of Pakistan was constituted at 
Naulakha in 1993; though it has been around for at least a 
century. My maternal grandfather was one of the first indig- 
enous Presbyterian ministers and taught at Gujranwala 
Theological Seminary, in Punjab province. My mother grew 
up on the seminary grounds; and it’s my grandfather’s genes 
that keep me glued to the Presbyterian Church, despite my 
Canadian inclinations. That’s a sort of Christmas story, I 
suppose; a constant birthing and rebirthing. (Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and the Synod of United Presbyterian Church, 
North America, both have long legacies in Pakistan.) 

But, it’s my Anglican roots from my father I recall mostly. 


In Lahore I went to the school attached to the Cathedral 
Church of the Resurrection. Every morning, rain or shine, we 
would gather in the central square, sing All Things Bright And 
Beautiful, get our announcements, chastisements and encour- 
agements and go to class. My mother had been a teacher there 
before having children and returned there when her kids were 
ready. I was seven or eight when we moved to Lahore and 
my most vivid memories of my Pakistani childhood involve 
Cathedral, the surrounding neighbourhoods of Anarkali and 
The Mall and the Empress Road neighbourhood where we 
lived in a faux-Christian corner on Nicholson Road. 


When | think of my childhood my memories are 
entirely colonial—singing All Things Bright And 
Beautiful and waiting for Father Christmas 


It is Christmas I recall at Cathedral: each year a magnifi- 
cent pageant, with live animals. I remember watching it for 
the first time, enthralled—this may have been the birth of 
my fascination with theatre. The next year, I was in the 
pageant, a shepherd boy. Being part of the show wasn’t as 
interesting as watching it, of course. We sat around a lot 
and couldn’t watch the show. But my parents were beaming 
and that’s what a little child can do. 

Did I mention that Pakistan is a primarily Muslim 
country? When I think of my childhood Christmases, my 
memories are almost entirely colonial. I was third genera- 
tion Christian; our traditions were borrowed from the Brits 
and from the predominant culture in which we lived. 

We would order dozens of Christmas cakes from a local 
baker and these we would give to friends and neighbours. 
In their turn our Muslim neighbours would give us gifts 
on their Eids. That’s how I remember it—maybe they were 
better times or these are just the rosy memories of a child. 
Then one day things weren’t like that anymore and we 
came to Canada and a different kind of colonialism. @ 
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Christmas in Korea 


BY NAM SOON SONG 
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Joy to the World, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
... And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing 


n the very early dawn of a very cold win- 

ter, carol singing, going around to each 

church member’s house, began Christ- 

mas Day when I was young in Korea. 

This tradition still remains in some 

parts of Korea. On my first Christmas 
day, young members of the church came to my 
house door with singing, but I could not welcome 
them since my parents were not Christians. I had 
to pretend to sleep, feeling guilty, and that feeling 
comes back to me every Christmas. Even though 
I could not welcome the singers and share the 
joy with others, it is still one of my unforgettable 
memories in my life. 

Christmas in Korea is celebrated at the church, 
not in the family home. Of course, Christmas is 
a holiday for all, which does not mean anything 
except that it is not a working day for most peo- 
ple. We see Christmas trees and Santas at shop- 


ping centres and shops, and in front of city halls. 
We see many parents buying Christmas gifts for 
their own children; many young couples buying 
and giving heartfelt gifts to their lovers, and mail 
delivery people carrying and delivering Christmas 
and New Year’s greeting cards. We see these scenes 
everywhere in this secular world. 

But Korean Christians celebrate Christmas at 
church, not at home. It is the busiest season for 
the church. Every church prepares. Christmas pres- 
ents with children and special Christmas carols 
with young people and adults. Since the family 
does not celebrate Christmas at home and many 
of them do not prepare gifts for the children, every 
church also prepares little gifts for all children and 
some churches for adults as well. But most of all, it 
is a season to think about those who are in need. 
Almost all churches prepare gifts to visit those 
who are in need, in places like prisons, military > 
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In Jamaica 


Christmas 


bases, orphanages or seniors’ homes. “Happy Christmas with 
the underprivileged” is a slogan for all. 

There was neither a Christmas tree nor wrapped gift 
boxes at home, but hidden Santas with warm and gener- 
ous hands. There was no special meal with roast turkey at 
home, but delicious rice cake soup at the church. Writing 
these memories of Christmas, I smell fresh sweet rice cakes 
which we, executives of the Senior High School Christian 
Association, delivered to the military base and the prison 
near our high school. And I picture children, especially their 
yearning eyes, whom I encountered at orphanages in those 
days. I picture elderly people who were weary from waiting 
for their loved ones at their seniors’ homes. I see Salvation 
Army baskets and hear the sound of a bell asking us to be a 
Santa. I also taste the rice cake soup our church made for the 
feast for all the members of the congregation. 

Walking along every street, I already see beautiful Christ- 
mas trees with special lights, red suited Santas, and special sale 
signs with Christmas music. Everyone seems to be busy with 
buying gifts for loved ones. This year Christmas will come to 
the church and to shopping centres, but I wonder whether 
the Baby Jesus has a place to be laid down or not. @ 


BY JOYCE GLADWELL 


Good Feeling 


n rural Jamaica, where I grew up seven decades ago, 

going to church was at the heart of Christmas in 

my family. In my memory the night was moonlit 

or bright with stars, the air warm and soft, as we 

walked home together after the midnight service 
on Christmas Eve. Sounds of merriment were distanced 
by the hilly country as our neighbours set off fireworks in 
celebration. I felt secure and satisfied because the prepara- 
tions were over, the baking and preserving done, gifts of 
new clothing and food distributed to the poor, and our 
parents, who taught school and served in church and com- 
munity, were at leisure at last. The feasting and visiting 
could now begin. 

We walked to call on friends, since we had no car. We 
walked for miles, stopping on our visits to sample their 
Christmas cake and sorrel—the bright red drink made from 
the sorrel plant, spiced with root ginger and brown sugar, 
and laced with rum. 

For entertainment, there were the street dancers—john 
cunnu we called them. Like the mummers of northern Eng- 
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land, they were in disguise: one wore an ass’ head, men 
wore skirts, and all had brightly coloured costumes and 
headdresses with beads and feathers. Everyone was prancing 
and twirling to the beat and sound of drums and pipes. 

Once or twice our parents introduced the semblance of 
a Christmas tree—its branches bare of greenery, wrapped 
with foil to represent frost, and stuck with balls of cotton 
wool to mimic snow. There were no presents under the tree; 
there were no candles or ornaments. It was someone else’s 
custom, and it was not a success. Why did they bother with 
a fake when the widespread branches of the live Poinciana 
tree flamed with blossom, the red-headed poinsettias made 
a hedge taller than a man, and citrus fruit ripened pale yel- 
low against glossy dark green leaves? 

Going to an Anglican boarding school enriched my 
experience of Christmas. In this culturally British commu- 
nity, set down in the hills of Jamaica, the students took 
part in plays and pageants, were introduced to flaming 
Christmas puddings with silver coins tucked inside, and, 
an enduring legacy for me, a wider range of Christmas 


ANDREW O’BRIEN, 12 


music than the meagre fare of the church hymnal. 

It was in England as a young adult that I began to 
make sense of traditional Christmas practices. The short 
dull days of winter, damp and bereft of either sunshine or 
snow, begged for lights and decorations, rich food and the 
hurry and anticipation of shopping. 

It was there also, in my husband Graham’s English 
family, that I was introduced to the ritual of extreme gift- 
giving. The families of aunts and uncles lived within a 
short distance of each other. There were some 15 cous- 
ins in all, each one expected to have a present for every 
family member. The gifts were small—England had barely 
emerged from the Second World War. A bar of soap or 
a packet of chocolate was dutifully wrapped, inscribed 
and added to the pile in front of the fireplace. We sat 
around while Grandpa handed out each gift: “To Aunty 
Mollie, from Sean,” and so on, he intoned. The gift was 
unwrapped, thanks and kisses exchanged, and the next 
gift was taken from the pile. 

As the family numbers increased, the time spent and 


the tedium of opening gifts grew, until someone brave put 
a limit on the practice: gift giving would be kept within 
the nuclear family. When cousins got together they would 
celebrate in different ways. One year, I recall, we wrote 
and performed a charade about the family. 

Here in Canada, well out of range of World Wars and 
rationing, I am struck by the extravagance of Christmas: 
generous gifts offered beyond the family circle, packaged 
with perfect wrappings; lavish decorations indoors and 
out; advertisements for shopping that begin in October; 
partying that lasts from November to New Year’s Eve. 

One of the Christmas songs I learned here in Canada 
begins: Where Is The Child? I take this question with me 
as I look toward Christmas this year in Jamaica. As I con- 
sider the pattern of my childhood, I look for what was 
central to the practices of our parents, and in so doing 
I come to my resolve: whatever we decide about feast- 
ing, gift-giving and celebrating, we, their descendants, 
and those gathered with us, will take time to worship the 
Christ Child together. 
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here’s no Christmas in Taiwan, or at least 

no Christmas in the same way you think 

of it here. Only five per cent of the popula- 

tion is Christian; the rest are Buddhist or 

atheist, so there’s no national recognition 

and no big celebrations. It’s not a national 
holiday (although a party holiday happens to coincide 
with it) and celebrations are modest even among Chris- 
tian communities. 

I grew up in Tai-nan, a city in southwestern Taiwan. It’s 
where Presbyterian missionaries first entered the country 
and established theological schools. As a result it’s part of 
the “Presbyterian South,” so called because Presbyterianism 
is more pervasive there than in the rest of the country. 

Presbyterians celebrated Christmas on the fourth Sun- 
day of Advent. We didn’t mark the first three Sundays in 
any particular way. There was no special food. And we 
didn’t get together with our extended family. Christmas 
was an exclusively church holiday and we spent it with our 
church family. 

On the fourth Sunday of Advent, there would be a ser- 
vice including a Christmas pageant presented by the Sun- 
day school. Afterwards, Santa Claus may show up and give 
a present to each child. We had a Santa Claus myth, but it 
was very commercial and not all Presbyterians liked it. 

There wasn’t really a gift exchange. Santa would give his 
presents to the children, and sometimes they would get a 
present from their parents. My parents usually gave me only 
one gift, and it was only during years that they remembered. 
Some years they remembered, and some years they didn’t. 
Christmas wasn’t a big holiday for us. I think Chinese New 
Year was the closest thing we had to the huge celebrations 
that accompany Christmas in Canada and Denmark. 

I remember one year that my husband, who is Danish, 
and I spent Christmas in Taiwan. He was astounded at how 
little we did to celebrate it. My grandfather has a tradition 
of gathering everyone together each night and reading a 
few passages from the Bible. On Christmas Eve, my hus- 
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band asked him to read the Christmas story from the gospel 
of Luke. Until he made that request, my grandfather had 
completely forgotten that it was Christmas Eve! 

Canadian Christmas was a bit of a culture shock, but my 
biggest shock was spending Christmas in Denmark. Every 
day there’s something happening! Now that I have a family 
in Canada, we keep Danish traditions at home, although 
I’m still active with my Taiwanese church. m—as told to 
Connie Purvis 
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Merry Christmas 


s a child growing up in rural Jamaica, I found 
Christmas a very exciting time—a lot of fun. 
I looked forward to getting a new dress to 
wear to church on Christmas Sunday. Christ- 
mas chorals would be coming from every 
radio as early as November. The men would be standing or 
walking with their transistor radios on the highest volume. 
One could feel the fever in the air. It was a time of getting 
together with families and friends to celebrate more than just 
material things, of which we didn’t have much, but rather 
life. The Christmas story was a meaningful and essential part 
of my life as a child. While we knew that our little gifts did 
not come from Santa Claus, because we did not know such a 
person, we knew that Jesus was the reason for Christmas. 

Almost every adult would get Christmas work in the 
community under the ‘crash program’ given to the peas- 
ants by Public Works. This work ranged from a few hours 
to a few days. The men would cut the grass and trim the 
trees along the roads, while the women swept and gathered 
the rubbish, so the roads could be clean for Christmas. This 
was a chance for some to be able to buy a good Christmas 
dinner. I remember the women with their brooms in their 
hands and the men with their machetes waiting to start cut- 
ting the grass, while the women swept the street. 

Almost every yard had whitewashed (snow-looking) 
stones and every house had new curtains (that was a must). 
The girls had little white dolls and boys little toy trucks or 
cars. The sound of music could be heard from every child 
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via mouth-organs, whistle, bells and horns; you could tell 
it was Christmas. 

Grand-market was a place where Christmas shopping 
climaxed. People gathered there like sand on the seashore. 
Being from farming communities, their main source of 
income was by selling their ground-produce. Most of the 
women sold their produce in the market to get money for 
their Christmas shopping. Then they would go home with 
lots of meat and fish to prepare for the big day. My mother 
would be up very late frying fish and marinating meat 
and finally putting up the new curtains for Christmas day. 
Christmas Eve was one of the busiest, and stores of every 
kind would be open until very late in the night, while some 
streets would be closed so people could travel safely and 
freely. There was much music and a variety of street activi- 
ties. Christmas was the atmosphere. 

Christmas morning church service was at six. The order 
of service would be shorter with lots of carols. Then every- 
one headed home to start cooking. 

Food was a significant part of the Christmas celebra- 
tion. The traditional menu consisted of curried goat and 
rice and peas for Christmas dinner. Most people in the 
rural area where I grew up would butcher the goat(s) on 
Christmas morning. The number of goats depended on 
how big the family or the gathering was. There was also 
the goat ‘belly’ soup or ‘manish’ water. Breakfast would be 
a combination of dishes such as ackee and salted fish (cod), 
which is our national dish, with fried dumplings and/or 
cooked green bananas with steamed or escoviech fresh 
fish, or goat liver/kidney and hard-dough bread. Jamaican 
black rum cake was a must, which would be baked a week 
or two prior to Christmas, along with sorrel, a Jamaican 
Christmas drink. As a child, my Christmas gift was always 
a little white nurse doll. 

My first Christmas in Canada, was different, of course. It 
was cold and the ground was covered with beautiful white 
snow, and we spent Christmas indoors. I could stand out- 
side in Jamaica and look up in the sky at the stars; in Can- 
ada, looking from inside, I could see only ice hanging from 
the trees. But the taste of Jamaica was always there when all 
the siblings and other family members gathered at our sis- 
ter’s home for the traditional Jamaican Christmas dinner— 
curried goat with rice and peas, a slice of black cake, a cup 
of goat ‘belly’ soup. @ 
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Christmas in Ghana 
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t is usually an expression of genuine incredulity— 
you celebrate Christmas? 

Yes, we do. Not only do we celebrate Christ- 
mas, but it is one of the public holidays observed 
in Ghana. Though a purely Christian event, it is 

observed by Ghanaians of all creeds as a season of family 
togetherness, goodwill, and great festivity. 

It was that nostalgia that prompted our trip to Ghana 
for Christmas 2007. After a 14-hour flight, we landed at 
Accra’s Kotoka International Airport. 

The next morning found us at Makola market, the hub 
of the country’s retail business activity. Located in Accra, the 
market has just about every commodity, from current elec- 
tronic gadgets to designer clothes. It was not a prudent deci- 
sion to go there. Hoards of shoppers choked the entrance to 
Makola. We nudged each other, slowly edging forward and 
repeatedly saying “Agoo, agoo” (“Can I pass?”) each step we 
took. Then there was what I described as the bargaining 
factor; one look at us and the sellers knew we were ‘foreign 
Ghanaians.’ The cost of goods suddenly quadrupled! 

I was tired of Accra already, fed up with its busy-ness 
and clutter. At about one in the afternoon, we piled into 
my sister’s SUV to head to our home town, Peki. It is in the 
towns and villages that the Christmas celebration is of great 
significance. As we settled down for the 90-minute drive, 
we told Kweku Ananse stories and sang carols in the spirit 
of the season. Upon arrival, I noticed busloads of celebrants 
had already arrived. Relatives, some waiting for hours at 
the local lorry stations, hugged each other and wished each 
other “Blonya Na Mi!” (“Merry Christmas to you all!”). 

Our car navigated a slight hill, and we saw our burgundy 
gates as they flew open in anticipation. We were home for 
Blonya! Family members, some of whom had been in the 
kitchen preparing the meal, rushed to hug us with shouts of 
“Atuu, Atuu, Miawoezor” (“welcome”). As we unpacked, the 
rich aroma of sumptuous Ghanaian dishes rose to meet us. 
We felt very welcome indeed. 

The 24th night celebrations began with traditional 
drumming and dancing. We grabbed our video camera and 
went to the schoolyard where the local folks offered free 
entertainment, including cantatas and concerts. Forget the 
jet lag. We were all very awake now; even my grandson was 
caught up in the celebratory mood. 

We joined hands dancing the borboorbor and the agbadza. 


We were lost in that moment of common purpose, neigh- 
bourliness and bliss. I had forgotten how inclusive and 
communal Christmas celebrations are in Peki. The danc- 
ing continued until about 11, when church-goers went to 
attend the midnight services. Around candlelit pews, we 
sang carols to usher in the birth of Christ. 

We hardly slept—the house was full of childish ecstasy 
as children rose early, bathed, and were ready for their 
gifts. It was Christmas morning, a time that all children 
look forward to. Wide-eyed, with excited chuckles, they 
tried on their new clothes. There was indescribable joy as 
our gifts, wrapped Canadian-style, were unwrapped one 
after the other. 

We then attended a brief solemn meeting where relatives 
who had passed away during the year were remembered. »> 
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Prayers were offered and libation poured for their souls. 

The church was overflowing with people when we 
arrived. A small palm tree, decorated by local children, 
formed the Christmas tree. During the service, children 
enacted the nativity scene and some recited passages about 
the birth of Christ. It was the height of the Christmas cel- 
ebration, as the children, immersed in their own realities, 
became the focus of the day. 

The festivities continued after the church service and fam- 
ily feasts. Children literally went from door to door, showed 


off their new clothes and wished households Blonya Na Mi. 
In return, they received biscuits, soft drinks, and money. 

In the afternoon, we again flocked into the yard, where 
young adults on stilts entertained the crowd. Then the 
music boomed and the beat reverberated into every home. 
We danced and danced and ... this is heaven! 

There are some who dance only once a year and it is at 
Christmas. To them, another dancing season was over. We 
just experienced the true meaning of Christmas—sharing 
brotherliness and love. Blonya Na Mi! @ 
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grew up in Panaehperkho, a village in the moun- 
tainous regions of Karen State, Burma. Our village 
was one of several in the area. 

Christmas was a joyous time of year for me. It brings back 
very special memories. I remember that it wasn’t too cold at 
that time of year, but there would be frost on the ground. 

Even before Christmas, we had a special celebration for 
“Sweet December.” On December 1, we would have a night 
watch—which means we wouldn’t sleep—and at midnight 
we would all yell “Sweet December!” 

I was part of a children’s choir, and from then until 
Christmas we would go on carolling trips from village to vil- 
lage. We went to non-Christian villages as well as Christian 
ones, and sometimes we would stay there overnight. Often 
the villages would give us things like pumpkins or cucum- 
bers, or some money. And sometimes, when we caroled for 
Christian families, they would invite us into their homes 
and give us soup or sticky rice with coconut. I really liked 
singing at those houses! 

On Christmas day we would have a sort of festi- 
val. Everyone from the surrounding villages would get 
together, and they would all bring food and donations. 
We’d cook all the food together. We usually had sticky rice, 
chicken and rice soup, and sometimes wild pig with curry 


or another wild animal. 

We'd also play games and sports, and the winners would 
get a bar of soap as a prize. I think that was my favorite 
part. We’d play soccer and volleyball, and we’d have foot 
races and all kinds of different activities. As a boy of seven 
or eight, I can remember being really happy as I came home 
with 20 or 30 bars of soap. Some of them were unique, like a 
game we Called “slippery post.” We’d put money on the end 
of a big bamboo pole, and whoever could get the money off 
the top was the winner. That was a really hard game to win. 

We'd have a worship service together with all of the vil- 
lages, and at night there would be concert with songs, sto- 
ries, and drama including a nativity play. 

We also exchanged gifts. We didn’t really have candy, but 
we made a sort of cookie by pounding sticky rice together 
and topping it with sesame seeds. 

During my first Christmas in Canada, we Karens held a 
big dinner together, but after a couple of years we stopped 
doing it. Everyone got too busy. But that first Christmas was 
kind of amazing for me. We’d never seen Christmas lights in 
the jungle, and when I saw them around the city I thought 
it was incredible to see so many different kinds. I was also 
amazed by how many people came to church compared to 
a usual Sunday. ™ —with notes from Connie Purvis 


A Christmas memory from Denmark appears on our website, along with some additional drawings. www.presbyterianrecord.ca 
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Advent / Christmas Calendar 
Abundant Living 


by June Stevenson 


NOVEMBER 2008 


15 ADVENT SUNDAY 
Isaiah 9:1-2 
Light a candle, an 
electric or battery. 


Pray for renewal of spirit 


at this special season. 


aa 


Matthew 4:16-17 

Purchase solar lights for outdoor 
decoration or use paper bags with 
candles to light your walk. 


1Corinthians 2:15-16 
Pray for peopte living with 
terrorism, landmines, and 
the threat of nuclear war. 
Pray for the discernment 
of leaders. 


Isaiah 40:29-31 

Invite someone who 

is housebound to 

your Sunday School 
pageant, Choir concert, Christmas 
Eve or Christmas Day service and 
provide transportation. 


Isaiah 58:6-7 

For each new item 
of clothing received, 
give away one. Do 
the same with toys, 
household items 
and books. 


DECEMBER 2008 


Matthew 5:14-16 
Survey the light bulbs 
used in your household. 
Plan to replace them 
with energy saving bulbs. 


Matthew 10:40-42 
Check taps and toilet for 
leaks. Reduce showers 
taken, and laundry and 
dishwater use. Turn off 
taps when shaving and 
brushing teeth. 


Deuteronomy 30:19-20 
Take your own 

bags or containers 
when shopping 

for gifts or other 
shopping. 


Luke 2:22-24 

Hanukkah begins today. Remember 
that Jesus and his family were 
Jewish. Pray for right relations 
between different faiths. 


Psalm 104:16-17 
Provide for the wintering birds by 
putting out suet, seed, and fruit. 


Tuesday 


1 John 1:5-7 
Bring light into 
someone's 
heart. Make a 
donation to 
PWS&D to fight 
AIDS in Africa. 


Psalm 104:10-13 
Finish any outdoor 
work, protecting 
plants, raking leaves 
and/or offer to help 
a neighbour with 
outdoor chores. 


Deuteronomy 30:15-16 
Use recycled items to 
wrap presents: string, 
newspaper, maga- 
zines, fabric, brown 
paper, reusable boxes 
and bags. Be creative! 


Isaiah 58:11-12 

Use scentless candles and 
avoid highly perfumed potpour- 
ri around the house for those 
with allergies. 


Psalm 112:9 a 
Dispose of old batteries and hazardous 
waste at your local disposal site. 


Wee 


Ephesians 5:7-9 
Pray for children 
who live in the 
darkness of 
war, hunger 

and poverty. 


Isaiah 40:10-11 
Pray for refugee: 
orphans, and dis 
persons in Afghe 
Darfur, Iraq, Syri 
and other places 


John 15:1-2 

Buy gifts that cor 
bulbs, seeds, pla 
homemade bakir 


Psalm ¢ 
Clean o 
stew or 


| came that thay might 


Read and meditate upon each scripture, and thoughtfully harse life, and have 
ib 


- Johm 10.408 NRSV 


carry out the activity or a similar one. Remember, life is 
about how you use what you have, not about how much 


you have. May all people live abundantly. 


Matthew 12:34-35 
Cay Plan shopping trips 
Hox so that fewer 
LER 4®@ trips requiring 
 ——— vehicles are nee- 
ded, especially at 
this busy time. 


Psalm 65:9-10 
When necessary, 
purchase filters 
for taps or for 

large containers. 


Genesis 1:29-30 

Save on gasoline 
by walking when you 

don't need to drive. 


2Corinthians 5:16-20 
Hold the Native Truth 
and Reconciliation } 


Commission in your 
prayers. x 


Luke 21:1-4 
Make your own Christmas 
cards out of scrap paper, 
fabric, baubles and so 
on. Make envelopes 

or don't use any. 
Deliver your own cards. 


Matthew 25:14-17 
Give the gift of your time to a shut-in: to 


@ 
ere) MERE doa: shop, wrap, or write Christmas cards. 
2Corinthians 
2:1-4 Vat 
Each time you Amos 9:14-15 wih 
buy groceries, Consider the pros ee 
Luke 6:43-45 purchase items and cons of an ar- —A, 
‘to grow: Consider people for whom your gift for food banks. tificial tree you can ere 
3tnip ... Give can be a donation to an organization Buy Fair Trade reuse or areal tree SS 


ns or snacks. like PWS&D. products. that you can replant. 


n 119:103-105 John 8:12 James 4:11-12 

battery- Praise God: Don’t throw away 
3ted candles The Light of the Christmas wrap, ae 
ssible and world is born! boxes or packing e @ 
) to or sing Isaiah 9:6-7 material. Find ways ‘ae 


Pray for peace and reconciliation to reuse or recycle. 


among all nations and cultures. 


stmas carols. 


JANUARY 2009 


Psalm 122:1-2 
Happy New Year! Resolve to be 
more environmentally 
conscious this year. 

Continue to practise or 
put into place some of 
the suggestions in this 
calendar. 


EPIPHANY Ephesians 4:21-24 
Take time in prayer and meditation 
today to prepare yourself for a new 
year in Christ. 


Lamentations 5:1-5 
Begin collecting items for charity: 
eyeglasses, aluminum tabs, soup 
labels, stamps, cell phones ... 


-17 
fridge. Make 
with leftovers. 
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YANGON, MYANMAR (BURMA), 
August 21, 2008—Ma Yi was one of 
the fortunate ones: all that she lost 
was her house, and everything in it. 
Many other survivors of Cyclone 
Nargis, which hammered Myanmar’s 
Irrawaddy delta region in early May, 
suffered losses that can never be 
replaced—brothers and sisters, 
parents and children. While Ma Yi 
finds it hard to celebrate, she knows it 
could have been much worse for her 
and her family. 

When the winds starting ripping 
houses apart, Ma Yi and her husband, 
a farmer, huddled together with their 
three children to wait out the storm, 
hoping to avoid the worst. Their home 
overlooked a small creek that 
connects the village to one of the 
countless rivers of the delta, so they 
were the first to see the rising water. 

“The wind increased all through 
the night, and then when the sun 
began to rise, the water suddenly 
came higher. | said to my husband that 
we had to run. At 8am, just after we 
left the house, the wind tore it apart. 
The whole house collapsed. We ran to 
a friend’s house farther from the 
creek.” 


Starting over 
Most of the people in Ma Yi's village 
are farmers. Many other homes were 
destroyed, and nearly all suffered 
some form of damage. During the 
agricultural season the villagers spend 
much of their time in huts at the edge 
of their paddy fields. Not a single one 
of these was left standing after the 


e Cyclone 


storm. Their rice 
paddies were 
inundated and 
swamped with trees. 7% 
Hundreds of buffalo faa 
also perished. 

The months 
since the storm 
have been a long, 
slow struggle to 
rebuild. “We stayed 
at our friend’s for 
fifteen days, then 
we returned to put 
our own home back together.” There 
wasn't much to salvage; many of the 
roofing sheets had blown off, and 
much of the furniture was destroyed. 

With help from PWS&D through 
the Action by Churches Together 
(ACT) alliance, they were able to raise 
the wooden structure again, and use 
plastic sheeting and some thatch as a 
temporary roof covering. 

ACT efforts have been in full swing 
since mid-May, bringing relief and 
support to those who need it most. 


Specific accomplishments include: 

¢ 1,572 communities received water 
baskets, serving an average of 150 
individuals in each location with 
drinking water. 

¢ Over 24,000 tarpaulins are helping 
more than 100,000 people create 
temporary shelters. 

¢ More than 80,000 individuals have 
received food items. 

¢ Approximately 120,000 people are 
receiving assistance to purchase food 
and other relief items. 

¢ Power tillers, fuel and rice seeds are 
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Rebuilding after Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar (Burma) 


helping villages ensure a rice paddy 
harvest. 

¢ Small-scale assistance is helping 
people deal with the psychosocial 
consequences of the disaster. 

For the full list of relief activities, 
visit www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd. 
Grateful for support 

“We want to rebuild our lives and 
move on,’ Ma Yi says. When asked 
about the assistance she has receivec 
from the ACT alliance, Ma Yi says, 
“We are grateful for the help... Withou 
them | don’t know how we would have 
survived.” 


You can help 

Please pray for the millions of people 
who were affected by Cyclone Nargis 
in Myanmar. You can help ensure 
basic necessities such as food, clean 
water and shelter are available after 
disasters strike by making a donation 
to PWS&D on the website, mailing 
donations directly to the office, giving 
through your church or calling 
1-800-619-7301, ext. 291. 


Providing f 
Sanctuary anda 
Place to Call Home 


In 2007, Beaches Presbyterian Church 
in Toronto asked PWS&D for guidance 
in sponsoring a refugee family with 
children. Given that 50% of the world’s 
refugees are kids, this request was a 
welcome one. 

When a request came from the 
Canadian Embassy in Colombia, 
looking for a group to welcome a 
single mother with five sons ages 7 to 
17, this profile seemed to fit Beaches 
perfectly. However, there was an 
audible “gulp” on the phone when it 
was explained there were five children! 
This was going to be a major 
undertaking. But Session quickly and 
enthusiastically endorsed the initiative, 
and the refugee committee rallied 
when they learned of the urgency of 
the request. 

Claudia arrived during the first 
weeks of Advent 2007, less than six 
weeks from the date of the request. 

Claudia and her sons are from 
Colombia, one of the most dangerous 
countries in the world. Since Claudia 
had her own laundry business in her 
home, an armed group assumed she 


An Advent reflection: 


Jesus, Mary and Joseph were refugees. Forced to flee King 
_ Herod who planned to kill Jesus, an angel told them to go to 


Egypt in the middle of the night. 


Today, around the world, men, women and children are 


and began 
issuing 
threats to 
her and 
her family. 
With fears 
for her 
safety, 
Claudia 
also 
worried 
that her 
sons would be forcibly recruited into 
the paramilitaries or rebel forces — 
either one a dangerous proposition. 
The family fled to Venezuela but death 
threats continued. The United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees 
recognized an urgent need for 
protection and referred her to Canada. 
Over the past year, Beaches 
Church, with financial and prayerful 
support from several other 
congregations and individuals, has 
assisted Claudia and her family to face 
many challenges including medical 
problems, learning English, and the 


forced to make the same painful decision to leave their homes, which | 
Joseph made 2,000 years ago. They will seek refuge, and some willcome 
to Canada seeking our protection. Each time Christians walk with those 
who are persecuted, we remember our Saviours’ birth. i 


ee, you yee the” 


_ recently? You can: 


| «Order a free gift catalogue 
| ¢ Read updates on emergency | 


| * Dowload resources such as 


¢ And much more! 


One of Claudia’s sons, and a very supportive member of Beaches’ 
congregation, is pictured with Lori Gemmell (centre) and 
Henriette de Kloet at a fundraising concert for the family 


depression refugees experience when 
they realize all they have lost in their 
search for safety. Lori Gemmell of the 
sponsorship committee wrote to 
PWS8&D of the experience: “Thank you 
so much for giving us the opportunity 
to sponsor Claudia and her children, 
and the opportunity to rise to the- 
challenge. All of our lives are so 
enriched from knowing them.” 

Amen to that! 


PWS&D website 


Donate to specific ic 
programs ~ 


: someone’s honoues 2 


appeals 


a | 


liturgies and the Annual poipe! 


Visit i 
www. presbyterian. calpwsd_ 


Mon raaern 


With an eye to the future, families in 
some of the most impoverished 
neighbourhoods of Managua — the 
capital city of Nicaragua, Central 
America — are implementing programs 
aimed at ensuring their babies get a 
healthy and stimulating start to their 
lives. 

Taking the scientific evidence to 
heart — that the most important period 
in childhood development is during 
infancy — mothers have banded 
together to support each other from 
the start of their pregnancies until the 
children are three years old. 

The women meet in someone's 
yard or living room to discuss the 
importance of nutrition to their babies’ 
health, the benefits of breastfeeding 
for at least two years, and how simple 
exercises for their babies stimulate 
cerebral and physical development. 

Leonor Midence is the Director of 
Social Education for PWS&D program 
partners, the Soya Association of 
Nicaragua (Soynica). Soynica 
supports their women’s groups with 


New Futures for Children 


nutritionists and specialists in early 
childhood development. Leonor 


stresses that caring for children begins 


well before birth and effective 
programs in childhood development 


are necessary to teach mothers how to You 


properly raise their children. Leonor 
states that nutritional training with the 


women’s groups “is aimed towards the | €} 


babies being born with a weight of 
three kilos or seven pounds, 
measuring about 50 centimetres, and 
having their development 
strengthened exclusively by 
breastfeeding.” 


gs 


| WOR 


PWS&D supports Soynica and the | 
women’s groups of Managua, but your | 


help is needed to make sure these 
babies get the propoer head start on 
their development. 


To contribute to the success of this | 


program, you can donate online or for 
more information, contact Alex 
Macdonald, Americas program 
coordinator, at 
amacdonald@presbyterian.ca. 


Rev. Dr. Roberta Clare and Dr. 
James Zacharias were married 
on May 4, 2008, at Vancouver 
Taiwanese Church by Rev. Dr. 
Chinchai (Peter) Wang. 

Instead of receiving 
traditional wedding gifts, 
Roberta and James asked 
guests to make a donation to 
PWS&D. This special day was 
made even more meaningful, 
with over $2,000 going to 
support people in need through 
relief and development projects 
around the world! 

Congratulations Roberta 
and James! 


Camp Geddie in New Glasgow, i 
_ Nova Scotia, helda Mission _ 
_ Offering this summer using the 


_PWS8D “Care for Creation” coin 
bank labels. The children 

' enthusiastically took on the ~ 
. fundraising challenge while learning i 


Together they raised fey 


t 
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) Laura Burns from Members of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Clarkson Road _ /|Church in Sherbrooke, Quebec, held a 


Presbyterian special “Clergy crossing and fun 
Church in walk/run” event on August 16 to raise 
Mississauga, money for PWS&D. The event included 
Ontario, hada brunch and Rev. John Barry 
little idea that Forsyth swam across Lake 
yielded big Massawippi. The event was a 
results. She lot of fun, a big success, and 
wm Organized a raised over $1,600 for PWS&D 
special fundraising campaign to raise money _ | to create futures of hope for 
for PWS&D water projects. When Laura those in need. 


considered how important water is to our lives - - Onna ao Sana Sal SOaEEREE 
andihow fortunatoavelare toinavercieaniatne The Vacation Bible School at Chinese Presbyterian Church in 


available at all times, she decided to challenge Vancouver, British Columbia, helped children learn more about Jesus 

members of her congregation to put a small and mission work through a variety of activities, including singing, crafts 

amount of money into a jar every time they and talks. Topics included PWS&D and reconstruction efforts in 

took a drink of water. The jars were soon Sichuan, China, following the earthquake that struck in May. A freewill 
—— offering was collected at the end of the 


overflowing: an incredible $4,130 was raised || Tellus about your 
to help bring clean water to those who need it |} congregation’ fundraising | ROBIN web TRC % isle uel to 
most! efforts!Call | PWS&D of $1,000 for relief efforts in China. 


1-800-619-7301 ext. 243, 


Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: 
Name: 


Address: 


Email: 


a /  — | would like to receive PWSDevelopments regularly (free) 
Canada. 7 Please make cheques payable to PWS&D or 
| make an online donation at www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd 
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We are children of God. 
BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


Christmas and December 28: 
Galatians 4:4-7 / Luke 2:22-40 


aul writes of God’s Son, “born 

of a woman, born under the 

law.” In the first three verses 
of our Gospel, Luke mentions the 
law three times. He sounds more like 
Matthew here! Luke’s likely Gentile 
audience isn’t concerned about the 
Law of Moses, but Luke still wants to 
show where the Saviour of the world 
came from. Luke echoes Paul, driving 
home the truth that Jesus came into 
the world and began his life as a good 
Jewish son of faithful, if humble, Jew- 
ish parents. 

We know nothing of Jesus’ Galilean 
or Judean grandparents. Joseph’s father 
has two different names in the gospel 
genealogies. Tradition assigns names 
and stories to Mary’s parents. But Ga- 
briel speaks to Mary by her own name, 
in her own right when he visits her in 
Nazareth. We only know that Joseph is 
a descendant of David, and some of his 
family live in Bethlehem. Mary and Jo- 
seph travel to Bethlehem on their own. 
They go up to Jerusalem as a family 
of three. At the temple they meet two 
wonderful spiritual grandparents. 

Simeon and Anna are often over- 
looked. Their story comes up on one 
of those Sundays when many of us 
take a holiday from church. Christ- 
mas is exhausting! We need a break! 


Spiritual! 
Grandparents 


RYAN EVANS, 8, LONDON, ONT. 


Mary and Joseph are tired, too, as they 
trudge toward the temple. Ignored by 
congregations then and now, Simeon 
and Anna shuffle on and off the stage. 
Shouldn’t the last act of our Christmas 
pageant be their shining moment? (For 
that matter, shouldn’t John the Baptist 
have Act One, all to himself?) Simeon 
and Anna remind us, no matter how 
often we say it’s so, Christmas isn’t for 
the children. 

Spiritual grandparents. They wel- 
come Jesus into the family. They bind 
him with a cord of love that connects 
him to all the generations of his na- 
tion. With wisdom and insight they 
look ahead as only grandparents can, 


PROGRESSIVE 
LECTIONARY 


with both anticipation and warning. 
Both to be heeded! 

Simeon is “righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rests on 
him.” He keeps the Law of Moses. He 
answers its call to prayer and sacrifice. 
He holds the hope of the prophets. We 
don’t know if he’s a prophet himself, 
or a priest, but the Spirit is upon him. 
He’s the ideal elder of Israel, and he 
speaks and acts as both prophet and 
priest. Can we imagine Simeon acting 
out our first reading? Let’s put Isaiah 
62:1,2,3 in his heart, if not on his lips. 

Anna is triply honoured. She has 
lived beyond the psalm’s four > 
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Give a gift that 
can change lives 


e $25 buys a 
text book to 
help a child 
stay in school 
in inner-city 
Montreal (€M29) 


© $90 offers free 
AIDS testing to 
one village in 
Africa (PWHIVO01) 


¢ $200 buys a bunk bed for a 
Presbyterian camp in Guyana (IM&Y02) 


Help The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
reach out to people in need around the world. 


® Go online at www.presbyterian.ca/donate to browse the projects 
and make a donation. 


® Order a catalogue for yourself. Get one for every member of 
your congregation. Put them in your Sunday Bulletins! 


® Give a gift in someone’s name and we will send them a gift card. 


| want to share the gift of change! 


Please send me __ Gifts of Change 


catalogues. Free of c charge! 


Nam 


Mail, email, phone or fax your order Bp 
The Book Room, 50 Wynford Dr. Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 
email: bookroom@presbyterian.ca 


i 
i 
: 
i 
| 
: 
EN 
i 
i Mailing Address 
: 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
phone: 1-800-619-7301 or 416-441-1111 © fax: 416-441-2825 
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score years! She has lived at least 
60 of those years in the temple! 
She is recognized as a prophet! In 
Luke’s telling, the shepherds are 
the first evangelists, in and around 
Bethlehem (2:20). Anna becomes 
the first evangelist to the temple 
and the city. 


Paul rings true: The 
time is right for Jesus. 
The time is right for 
the world. 


Mary and Joseph are “amazed at 
what was being said about Jesus.” 
Despite all they’ve heard about their 
son so far, could this be the first 
time they see the path they have to 
travel with him? Amazed? Scared! 
They need a blessing. They need as- 
surance. They need vision. Who bet- 
ter to provide those necessities than 
Simeon and Anna? Grandparents 
indeed. 

“The fullness of time ...” When 
the time was right. Paul’s words 
ring poignantly through this story. 
The time is right for Jesus. The time 
is right for the world. But it’s the 
right time for Anna and Simeon 
to leave the stage. Simeon says it 
so well. “Let me go, Lord. You've 
given me everything I could ever 
have hoped for. And more.” Anna 
preaches the good news. That’s the 
joyful end of her story. We hear no 
more of her. 

As I write this I’ve just returned 
from a congregational retreat at our 
beautiful Synod camp. Over the 
weekend we thought about family 
trees, and the genealogies that are 
ours by birth and in the Spirit. The 
grandmothers among us helped us 
live what we were learning about. 
Our spiritual grandparents help us 
understand what Paul means when 
he says we’re children, heirs and 
heiresses, of God. @ 


Rev. Laurence DeWolfe lives and 
teaches in Halifax. 
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CALLAWAY’ 


NICOLE FOUCAULT, GALINEAU, QUE. 


Mrs. Muddle’s 


Example 


ear friend, 
I hope you enjoy this gift box. It comes with 
my love to you. I am sick and very weak now, so 
do not write well. I have three granddaughters and seven 
grandsons and I love them all. My prayer is that they will 
all come to know Jesus as their Saviour. I believe they have 
accepted Him, but not all are living for Him. I pray you 
will accept Him too. I am your new Grandma—I’m 85 
years old. 
With my love, Honour Muddle 


Remembering a remarkable woman. 
Part Two. BY PHIL CALLAWAY 


ll kinds of people have impacted me through the years. 
Some are preachers. Some are writers. Others are rela- 
tives. And one was a faithful wife and mother with a simple 
philosophy: When you see a need, meet it. 
Ten years ago, when I was staring down the barrel of a job 
I felt vastly under-qualified for—as editor of Servant maga- 
zine—one of the first things I did was ask about 20 retired 
people to pray for me. Mrs. Muddle was one who said yes. 
When I met her from time to time in the grocery store or on 
the street she would remind me that she was praying for > 
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MARK, ST. ANDREW'S, RICHMOND, ONT. me. Anda few times she said, “I pray for 
you every day.” 

A few weeks after her beloved 
husband passed away, she reminded 
me, “I pray for you every day.” 

When her health was failing and 
she knew her time was short, Mrs. 
Muddle was praying for me. 

One night she called our pastor. 
Pastor John had been sick for a few 
days. In fact, a flu bug had laid him 
out so flat that he could barely enjoy 
Monday Night Football. “How are you 
doing?” Mrs. Muddle asked him. 

“T’m okay,” heresponded, recounting 
a few of his aches and pains, but trying 
not to give her an organ recital. 

“T just wanted to see how you were 
feeling so I would know how to pray,” 
she said. They talked for 15 minutes 
aici before John found out that she was 
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i rel calling him from a hospital bed. 

i a Ican’t read Philippians 2:3,4 without 
| pulmo thinking of Mrs. Muddle’s example: 
“Don’t be selfish; don’t live to make a 


good impression on others. Be humble, 
thinking of others as better than your- 
self. Don’t think only about your own 
interests, but be interested in others, 
too, and what they are doing.” 

| I asked Mrs. Muddle once what 
@ helped her during tough times. “Oh,” 
she said simply, “life is too short to live 
1 it for yourself.” 

That’s the way she lived. 

That’s the way she died. 

Helping people like me run the race. 


Celebrate with us at | 2 : . : | I’ll never look at a jar of sweet 
Knox College’ e | pickles without thinking of that one 


word: Others. @ 


An N ual Ch rl istmas Servi l ce __ Phil Callaway is the author of Who Put My 


Life on Fast Forward? (Harvest House). 
Visit him at www.philcallaway.com 
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DAVID DELETSU, 6 
TRAFALGAR, OAKVILLE, ONT. 


Wednesday, December 34 2008 
ae 30 p.m. 


Please j join us for a Lessons & Carols service, 
7 Special musical guests. 


159 St. George Street, Toronto 416.978.4500 | 
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W SERIES FOR 2009 


BEGINING NEXT ISSUE! 


THEOLOG' 


§ 


SYDNEY O’BRIEN, 10 
TRAFALGAR, OAKVILLE, ONT. 


Studying The Way 


A series on religion and theology will begin in January. 


hink of it as a Christmas 

present from the Presbyterian 

Record to you—an_ oppor- 

tunity to spend 2009 with 
two eminent Presbyterians, one a 
philosopher, the other a theologian, 
discussing some interesting questions 
like Who is God? 

Rev. Dr. Joseph McLelland is 
professor emeritus of McGill University, 
Montreal, and Presbyterian College, 
author of many books, an esteemed 
teacher and a past moderator of the 
church. On alternate months, starting 
in January, he will present a series of 
articles on How To Study Religion, 
touching upon the essential questions 
about faith, and with primers on major 


world religions. 

Rev. Dr. John Vissers is principal of 
Presbyterian College, formerly senior 
minister at Knox Spadina, Toronto and 
author of The Neo-Orthodox Theology 
of W.W. Bryden. On alternate months, 
starting in February, he will present a 
series of articles on the basic tenets of 
our reformed Christian faith. (He will 
also be participating in the ongoing 
Calvin series that began this summer in 
the Record.) 

This series on religion and theology 
grows out of seminars both have done 
for the laity. Additional resources 
will be available online to encourage 
private or group study within your 
congregation. 


How to Study Religion 
BY JOSEPH MCLELLAND 


he idea of “studying religion” has 

come of age—we’re now being 
asked to include it as a regular school 
subject. On campus, students may skip 
church (organized religion) but they 
fill university courses on religion. Reli- 
gious Studies is a subject here to stay. 

Religion suffers from both friends 
and enemies. The friends object you 
can’t “study” religion at all; it’s a private 
matter of faith. This prevents discussion 
and debate, even between religions, 
not to mention the constraints on 
witnessing. On the other hand, its critics 
claim that religion is so loaded you > 
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can’t be objective or rational about it. 
Both sides have a point—we answer by 
distinguishing “faith” and “tradition” — 
the first has a certain privacy that must 
be acknowledged, while the second is in 
the public domain. History and society 
are so tied up with religion that it is 
escapism to hide behind the difficulties 
facing this subject. To study world reli- 
gions, to learn about the great traditions 
that shape millions of lives, to recog- 
nize the role of religion in history— 
this is surely a pressing concern for 
all, and a necessary study whether in 
church or school. 

Where to begin? To think some- 
thing through is a sort of mental game 
that must follow the rules of logic or 
common sense. First: is the very word 
“religion” a good one to describe what 
we're after? It comes from the Latin 
meaning, “to bind back,” and so isn’t 
helpful when we think of the rich- 
ness of faith or spirituality. In fact the 
names given to world religions don’t 
help either: “Christians” were called 
that by their enemies (Acts 11:26); 
they were rather “those who followed 
Christ’s way.” Similarly, “Hinduism” 
and “Buddhism” are names given by 
Western academics. The best term for 
any religion is in fact The Way, since 
this is what they all claim to be: a 
path or journey. We learn from those 


Masters of the Way, who sought to 
understand their faith, who even laid 
down their lives as witnesses. They are 
the best authorities for the decisive 
role religion has played in the human 
drama. And they come in strange and 
surprising shapes, as we will see. 


Theology is Faith 
Asking Questions 
BY JOHN VISSERS 


he most interesting definition of 

theology I’ve ever heard was deliv- 
ered by a Quaker writer, Elton True- 
blood, at a lecture in a Toronto church 
more than 30 years ago. “Theology,” 
he said, “is your dogmatism chasing 
my catechism.” 

This is, sadly, too often true. And 
it’s why we often try to avoid theology, 
even in the church. Theology conjures 
up visions of angry and anxious 
people arguing about arcane points 
of doctrine. “Doctrine divides,” we’re 
told, “while love unites.” Better to 
focus on love for sure. 

In its most basic sense, however, 
theology simply means thinking (Jogos) 
about God (theos). But within that 
simple statement lie at least a thou- 
sand questions. Whose God? What 
or where is God? Can we know God? 


Continuing Education 


PRESBYTERIAN | 
COUEGE 


February 16 - 20, 2009 MONTREAL sci 


Invited Guest Speakers... 


¢ Victor Shepherd, Tyndale Seminary, THE SPIRITUAL THEOLOGY OF JOHN CALVIN 
¢ Hon. David Kilgour, Ottawa, CHRISTIAN FAITH AND PUBLIC LIFE 
¢ Art Van Seters, Principal Emeritus, Knox College, PREACHING 


¢ Margaret Somerville, McGill University, 
LYALL LECTURER: RELIGIONS IN A SECULAR SOCIETY 


¢ Gerbern Oegema, McGill University 


BIBLICAL CANON — BIBLICAL AUTHORITY — BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
The Presbyterian College 
3495 University Street, Montreal, Quebec H3A 2A8 
Tel: (514) 288-5256, ext. 200 Fax: (514) 288-8072 
info@presbyteriancollege.ca 
visit www.presbyteriancollege.ca to download registration form 
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What has God been up to? Can God 
really be studied? The Holy One, after 
all, can’t be Googled and downloaded 
to an iPod. 

If, and when, you ask such ques- 
tions, you are doing theology. 
Theology is not about the business of 
setting forth eternal truths once for all 
time. It is, in the words of one theo- 
logian, faith seeking understanding, 
faith venturing forth to inquire, faith 
daring to ask questions. 

In short, theology invites us to 
examine what we believe. If, as the 
philosophers say, an unexamined life 
is not worth living, then an unexam- 
ined faith may not be worth believing. 
Theology, therefore, does not shrink 
from asking hard questions about the 
Bible, the Christian tradition, and the 
way life is today. 

That being said, we note that Chris- 
tians do theology from a particular 
faith perspective. We begin, unapolo- 
getically, with the assumption that 
God is before we are, and that God has 
been revealed decisively in the cruci- 
fied and risen Messiah named Jesus. 

From there, we try to sort out what 
may be appropriate and adequate 
for Jesus followers among the many 
options available for belief today. For 
example, what should we think about 
the new atheism, religious pluralism, 
or the emergent church? 

But let’s be clear: this kind of 
theology, rightly understood, is not 
just faith seeking understanding, as if 
clear-headed thinking is enough. It is 
faith seeking wisdom, faith longing for 
transformation, faith willing to make 
decisions, faith eager to engage the 
world, faith willing to take risks. We 
need a theology that helps faith sing 
and dance on life’s journey. 

I am delighted to write this series 
with my colleague and friend Professor 
McLelland. While we may talk about 
different themes, and take different 
approaches, we share a common 
concern for the faith of the church in 
our time. And it’s worth remembering 
that for theology to do its job well, 
theologians of the church have to be 
free from the church in order to be free 
for the church. @ 
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DEE RAMSAY, 7, CARBERRY, MAN. 


RENEWAL 


EMILY O’BRIEN, 7, TRAFALGAR, OAKVILLE, ONT 


sus is Here! 


dvent is a strange season in 
As ways because its focus is 

both looking backwards and 
looking forwards as we stand in the 
present. It is a time when we look back 
to remember that God’s people looked 
with anticipation to the coming of the 
Messiah (the actual birth of the saviour 
which we celebrate at Christmas time). 
But Advent is also the time of year we 
are to begin life anew with the deep 
awareness that Jesus Christ will come 
again in a surprising future to judge 
the living and the dead as the Apos- 
tle’s Creed reminds us. 

Growing up in an evangelical Pres- 
byterian church we did not often put a 
lot of emphasis on the church calendar. 
We seldom spoke of Advent as a season 
and the four Sundays before Christmas 
were only prelude to Christmas. (Yes, 
every Sunday in December we sang 


Jesus is Coming! BY CALVIN BROWN 


good old Christmas carols! There was 
no holding back until Christmas day!) 
All through Advent we revelled in the 
glory of the incarnation oblivious to 
the scorn of the liturgically correct! 
The whole focus of the season was cele- 
brating the birth of 
Jesus and there were 
few doubts about 
who he was and why 
he was coming! But 
as I recall there was 
little focus at that 
time of year on the 
second coming of Christ. 
Today, even in many congrega- 
tions that do follow the church year 
more vigorously, the emphasis seems 
to be on the first coming (the birth of 
the babe) rather than the second. Yet I 
think the second Advent (to judge the 
quick and the dead) is an even more 


relevant focus. It isn’t more important 
than the message of the incarnation 
(God coming to us in human form) 
but it is more relevant in the sense that 
it is something that not only affects us 
now but something we still have time 


The whole focus of the season 
was to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus and there were few doubts 
about who he was and why 

he was coming! 


to make choices about to help deter- 
mine our future outcome. 

Let me encourage you then to reflect 
on how ready you will be when Jesus 
returns. Here is a question we can ask 
ourselves as Jesus gives it in a parable 
about the judgement on behalf of the 
weak: “I tell you that He will bring > 
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EVAN CHILDERHOSE 
ST. MATTHEW'S, INGLESIDE, ONT. 


ruary 2009 


NNUAL CAMP SECTION 


Use the Presbyterian Record to promote your camp programmes 
& facilities to the Presbyterian readers. 


DEADLINE FOR ADVERTISING: December 15, 2008 


Call or email Carol McCormick for more information: 
Tel: 905-833-6200 x 25 Email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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about justice for them quickly. However, 
when the Son of Man comes, will He 
find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8) 

The question to ask each day in 
this advent season is this: When Jesus 
comes will he find faith in me? What 
faith will he see being lived in my 
family, my church and my nation? 
And what can I do to fan the flame 
of faith? If you meditate each day on 
these questions, it will drive you to 
prayer and action and will give you 
a profound sense of the urgency and 
meaning of the season that will renew 
your faith and life. 

The son of God is coming! Jesus 
says: “He that believes on him is not 
judged; he that doesn’t believe has 
been judged already, because he has 
not believed on the name of the only 
begotten Son of God.” John 3:18) m 


Rev. Calvin Brown is the executive director 
of the Renewal Fellowship within the Pres- 
byterian Church. 


Elders’ Institute 


St. Andrew’s Hall 


eldersinstitute 


Online Course 2009 
What are the roles and responsibili- 
ties of elders? Join this course and 
explore the multifaceted answers to 
this and other questions with the 
Elders' Institute. 


Join other ruling elders online! 


JANUARY 19 - FeBRuary 27, 2009 


Instructor: Rev. Karen Horst 


Registration Fee: $100 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
Tre: Poet 8562696790: 453-88 80.8 
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classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143.rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


BULLAS “- 
GLASS um 


15 Joseph Street, Kitchener 
Ontario, Canada N2G 1H9 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 
Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 
30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


© custom designed memorial windows 
° traditional - contemporary 
¢ releading & restoration ¢ storm glazing 
e custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


BOOKS ON THE REBOUND 


Professional bookbinder, 40 years experience, with a 
passion for repairing Family Bibles (and other books) 
is af your service. Located in Oakville, Ontario. 
Website: www.booksontherebound.itgo.com, 
or call me, Duncan Fraser, at 905-338-6431. 


&R Loge Stee 


ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 
IN STAINED GLASS 
(905) 669-4244 
UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET 
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 1Z7 


471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED C@Awardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920 www.edwardsglass.net 


THEN 
of Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
416-977-3857 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


CROWN EX Robemakers and Tailors 


* Genuine tailor made ¢ Satisfaction guaranteed « Affordable for 


Clergy Preaching Choir Vestments Academic 


CROWNEX Ltd., 1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 183 
Tel. (416) 503-1288 Fax. (416) 503-8788 E-mail: info@crownex.com 


www.crownex.com 


New Horizons 


TOWER 


Toronto Bed and Breakfast serving matu- 


re adults for 30 years. See the latest show, 
ROM, AGO, TSO and much more! Close to 
downtown, hospitals, 24 hour security... 
steps to subway or bus, beautifully ap- 
pointed single and double rooms, parking 
included...VISA, reasonable rates-Reserve 


today. Ask about our Boutique Hostel... 


Felisa (416) 536-6111 
www.newhorizonstower.com 


CANAL CRUISES 


RIDEAU CANAL 
TRENT SEVERN WATERWAY 


Ontario’s magnificent 


scenic lakes, rivers and locks in 
the comfort of the 45-passenger 
“Kawartha Voyageur’ riverboat with 
dining room, lounge, and twin lower 
berth staterooms with private facilities. 
5-day voyages. 

Send for colour brochure. 


ONTARIO WATERWAY CRUISES 
c/o CAPTAIN JOHN 
BOX 6, ORILLIA, ON. L3V 6H9 
1-800-561-5767 


Applications are now being received for the 


2009 LILIAN FORSYTH SCHOLARSHIP 
IN CHURCH MUSIC 


For information, contact: 
Scholarship Registar 
Knox Presbyterian Church 
120 Lisgar Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0C2 
or Fax: (613) 238-4775 
E-mail: knoxottawa@bellnet.ca 
www.knoxottawa.ca 
Information and application forms are also 
accessible on the site www.knoxottawa.ca 
Registration deadline is February 15, 2009 
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An Imitation 
of Christ 


John Calvin saw evidence of God’s goodness in all things. BY IAN S. WISHART 


ne of the keys to John Calvin’s 
enduring influence is _ his 
practical advice on Christian 


living. He understood ordinary people 
in the midst of ordinary life. “If we live, 
we must use the necessary instruments 
for life. We cannot avoid those matters 
which serve our pleasures rather than 
our needs. But that we should use 
them with a pure conscience, we 
should observe moderation.” Calvin 
did not advocate withdrawal from 
the world. He built no monasteries— 
no wandering the highways with a 
begging bowl. He was a city man, and 


contents became chapters in his 
famous Institutes, but it is much 
easier to read in the smaller volume. 
Christian life is hopeful because it is 
based on the promises of God. The 
final hope is for life beyond this life, 
and this enables us to look past the 
troubles of the passing days. On the 
whole, Calvin had a gloomy view of 
human life; he was a refugee, having 
been driven out of France, and for 
a time also from Geneva, and he 
helped the citizens of Geneva make 
the city a place of refuge for other 
refugees. Nevertheless this is 


we should not expect to avoid them. At 
times it is difficult to place our neigh- 
bours’ interests above our own, but we 
must do so with a willing heart and a 
ready hand. At times we must give up 
our rights for the sake of others. The 
gifts we are given are ours so that we 
may share them with others. Calvin 
has been portrayed as the originator 
(or the eager advocate) of unbridled 
capitalism. This is a grotesque cari- 
cature. His emphasis on self-denial is 
a direct contradiction of greed. “Let 
us remember that the distribution of 


projected a way of life for urban men 
and women. As a devotional writer, he 
can speak to a modern world. 

Among young people, a recent 
guide to conduct was to ask the ques- 


God’s world, and everything 
in it gives evidence of God’s 
goodness. We should praise 
God for his blessings, and take 
pleasure in the beauties of 


We should praise God 

for his blessings, and take 
pleasure in the beauties 
of nature and of art 


tion, “What would Jesus do?” That was 
not Calvin’s question, but his thoughts 
were on similar lines: “The Lord has 
adopted us to be His children on 
condition that we show forth an imita- 
tion of Christ.” This means our way of 
life should reflect our faith. Mere talk 
is of little consequence, but character 
is vitally important. True religion is 
reflected in our thought, our conduct 
and even in our wishes. We are depen- 
dent on God, so pride in ourselves, 
arrogance and self-glorification should 
have little place in our lives. 

Calvin wrote a little book which 
is published in English as The Golden 
Booklet of the True Christian Life. Its 
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nature and of art. 

Unlike many other devo- 
tional writers, Calvin was a married 
man. He knew some of the difficul- 
ties of family life. Who is not aware of 
shortcomings in a husband or a wife? 
And willful children were as much 
part of his age as of ours: “Nothing in 
this world can be expected but strife.” 
Yet we can learn to live beyond these 
and other troubles. “Since this life 
serves to teach us the divine kindness, 
how dare we scorn it as if there was no 
good in it?” 

The imitation of Christ requires 
self-denial and the bearing of suffering. 
Both of these were borne by Jesus, and 


profits must be determined by the law 
of love.” What does link Calvin to good 
business practice is that he believed in 
accountability. We are accountable to 
God for the life we live. 

Suffering is more difficult than self- 
denial. For Jesus, it meant bearing the 
cross. If we are imitators of Christ we 
will have our lesser crosses to bear. It 
may be a real comfort to us to sense 
that in our miseries we have a share 
in the sufferings of the Master. The 
fact is that no one can escape from 
the sorrows and pains of this world. 
Calvin says that we should bear them 
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with a cheerful and joyful heart, for we 
should know that “God will temper 
the bitterness of the cross with the joy 
of the spirit.” Sometimes our suffering 
results from some action in a good 
cause. Upholding any good cause is for 
Calvin a worthy Christian service, and 
should bring its own consolation. 

According to Calvin, the true 
Christian life is an imitation of Christ, 
in humble obedience, in self-denial, 
in bearing suffering, in hoping for a 
better world, and in the right use of 
this present life. God has provided us 
with wonderful gifts, and nothing can 
be wrong with the use of them if they 
are used for the purposes which God 
created them. God has provided plants 
and trees and fruits; these are for our 
use, and our enjoyment. Among the 
divine blessings is the gift of wine 
“which makes glad the heart of man.” 
Such things are given to us that we 
may praise the goodness of God. 


RACHEL HAMILTON, 8, ST. MARK’S, CHARLOTTETOWN 


There were two texts from the 
Bible which were central to Calvin’s 
advice. One is from the Old Testa- 
ment, Leviticus 19:2: “You shall be 
holy, for I the Lord am holy.” Calvin 
noted that holiness is not a merit 
we can attain, but a gift from Christ 
that enables us to follow him. The 
other text is from Paul’s letter to the 
Romans: “I appeal to you to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be trans- 
formed by the renewal of your mind, 
that you may prove what is the will of 
God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.” Calvin would have us aim for 
perfection, but as this is unattainable 
we should seek for spiritual progress 
according to our abilities. Such ideas 
are as appropriate today as they were 
in Calvin’s Geneva. 


Rev. lan S. Wishart lives in New Foundland. 


St. Andrew’s Church 


Toronto 
presents 


Advent 2008 
“Celebrating Christmas 


in a secular society” 


Wednesday, December 3rd 
“IS THERE A ROOM?” 
Rev. Cheol Soan Park 

Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada 


Wednesday, December 10th 
“YOUR GOD WILL BE YOUR GLORY” 
13th Primate of the Anglican 
Church of Canada 


Wednesday, December 17th 
pS ue paris OF LOVE” 
Hey. GF 3, Shepherd 
pioveccor of teenie and 
Historical Theology 
Tyndale Seminary 


Email 
info@standrewstoronto.org 
King and Simcoe Streets 
one block west of University Avenue 


www.standrewstoronto.org 


12:00 noon 
Organ Selections 


12:15 p.m. 
Advent Meditation 


12:45 p.m. 
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LIVES 
LIVED 


Grace and 
Gratitude 


Remembering those who went ahead. 


Precious in the sight of the Lord [is] the 
death of his saints. 
Psalms 116:15 


let us remember our friends who 

made our lives better, richer and 
happier; those who made us smile; 
those who took us by the hand, gently 
massaging our reluctance, and brought 
us closer to the word and to salvation. 

This is an incomplete list, of course, 
and for that we apologize. 


I: this season of celebrating a birth 


REV. DR. J. J. HARROLD MORRIS. 1929-2008 

We in the church like to think we 
own our ministers, especially the good 
ones, and you will hear many people 
today say proudly Harrold was my 
minister. 

Harrold’s advice was always wel- 
come and wise and | count it a great 
honour to have been his minister this 
past year. His most frequent instruc- 
tion to me however, would come 
when he found me working in the of- 
fice on Saturdays or when we would be 
serving dinner together with Jeanette 
on Sunday evenings for the Out of the 
Cold program. He would say to me: 
“Go home. You are needed there more 
than you are needed here right now. 
Don’t do what I did.” 

Harrold held degrees from all three 
of our denominational colleges and 
ministered with distinction congre- 
gations in Western and Central Can- 
ada. He was elected moderator of the 
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JOSEPH SMITH, 6, 
TRAFALGAR, OAKVILLE, ONT. 


115th General Assembly. Our current 
moderator Rev. Cheol Soon Park was 
Harrold’s student here at Glenview, 
Toronto. 

Through the grace of God, our be- 
ginning and our end, we give thanks 
to God for the gift of Harrold. We are 
all different because he lived. May 
he now rest from his labours and rise 
through the power of the resurrection 
into that great company of the saints 
in light.—Rev. Derek MacLeod, Glenview, 
Toronto, June 20, 2008 


REV. DR. MARIANO DIGANGI. 1923-2008 
Mario was Italian, Sicilian, the son 
of immigrants. From his artwork you 
could tell his love for his native soil. 
The warm colours, the reds, the ochres, 


the bright greens. 

What was there about this man 
that God used him so mightily? There 
was an essential humility, a self-effac- 
ing, even self-deprecating, inability 
to take himself seriously. Given other 
pulpit personalities and his gifts of 
oratory and his adoring congregants, 
that was no small gift. I think that one 
thing that saved him was his marvel- 
lous sense of humour, his puns. When 
I turned 60, always a sombre moment, 
he lightened the occasion by giving 
me a book of humour inscribed “to 
a senior (as well as senor).” He was a 
delight to work for—as my wife, who 
served at InterServe along with many 
others, will vouch for. He was orga- 
nized, thorough, fair, compassionate 
and even-tempered. 

When all is said, however, the an- 
swer to my question as to why God 
used him would be found in a single 
word: Grace. I conclude with a quota- 
tion from a sermon he preached on 
Isaiah 6 over 40 years ago: “The livelier 
our sense of guilt and grace and grati- 
tude, the more faithful and fervent 
will be our obedience to our Lord and 
Saviour. When we are grateful for the 
grace that is greater than all our guilt, 
our souls are stirred to deeper rever- 
ence and higher loyalty.”—Rev. Dr. A. 
Donald MacLeod, Knox, Toronto, April 
22, 2008 
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Real Gifts for 


Real People! 


Give a gift that can save lives. 
BY REV. CHEOL SOON PARK 


very December, I am very busy 
| Be a special reason. The first 

day of month we sing Happy 
Birthday to my wife Karen. While the 
familiar song still lingers in my ears, 
our wedding anniversary comes up 
three days later. So it becomes “a very 
Happy Anniversary.” Then after three 
weeks, Merry Christmas arrives. I guess 
I didn’t know better about the implica- 
tion of these special days before I got 
married. I feel sorry for my children 
as I see them preparing cards and gifts 
one after another, and their wallets 
getting thinner. (Fortunately, none of 
them were born in December.) 

I admire those who complete their 
Christmas shopping far in advance so 
they don’t have to worry about gifts 
in December. Yet it is not the act of 
purchase alone that keeps you on 
your toes. Choosing an item is an 
even bigger headache. It is not an easy 
task to impress a person who seems 
to have everything already. So some 
merchants come out with new and 
eye catching items. How about a 14-k 
gold nail clipper? A hairbrush deco- 
rated with dazzling gemstones and 
real pearls for anyone? Wait, there 
is a good item for gentlemen, too. 
What about a case for an automatic 
hand watch? This box is equipped 
with automatic rotating mechanism 
so that your watch won’t go to sleep 
even though you don’t wear it for a 
long period of time. Of course, the 
case costs more than many of your 


watches combined. 

Christmas is a time to give. So we 
prepare gifts for those we know but 
what goes around usually comes 
around. All the gifts stay within the 
circle—circle of friends and family 
members. For us, ‘Christmas ” is 
rather a time to take and that’s why 
everyone is busy even in the midst of 
a troubled economy. 

For many people in this world, 
Christmas is another day of survival. 
They have nothing to celebrate but 
much to suffer; especially when they 
have a disease like Tuberculosis. 
TB, an ancient killer, once ravaged 
cultures stretching from Greece to 
Egypt. And it has returned in such an 
alarming rate that UN medical staff 
are greatly concerned. In 2005 the 
disease was diagnosed in 9.2 million 
more people, almost exclusively in 
developing countries in Asia and 
Africa. In the same year 1.7 million 
people died from the disease. TB is a 
preventable and curable disease yet 
poor infrastructure and lack of proper 
anti-TB medicine makes the situation 
worse. Each patient needs six months 
to stay on medicine to eradicate TB 
but not too many people can afford 
the expense. 

In Swaziland, according to a UN 
survey, 1.3 per cent of the popula- 
tion is estimated to be infected by TB, 
the highest among those countries. 
According to Dr. Yoon Goo Lee who 
served as the CEO of Red Cross, and 


also the CEO of World Vision Korea, 
North Korea (which was not included 
in the survey due to its security) is 
estimated to have about a million 
cases, an alarming five per cent of 
the population; and 30 per cent of 
those patients are young children. It is 
becoming a global epidemic. 

In the middle of grave statistics, 
there is good news, too. You can 
help. The supply of anti-TB drugs and 
nutrient-like vitamins for six months 
may be provided for $30 per patient. 
Presbyterian World Service and Devel- 
opment will be more than happy to 
assist you in delivering this life saving 
gift to those who are desperately in 
need. This gift you give won’t come 
around but it will save a life. And it 
is what a gift is supposed to be. Jesus 
Christ gave himself to us so that we 
may be saved. 

Stop making yourselves busy 
looking for a gift. Let us join together 
this Christmas to send real gifts to 
real people. 


A Merry Christmas! 


ee eee 


Rev. Cheol Soon Park 
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Ministry Opportunities 
and Interim Moderators 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Pictou, N.S., St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeanette Fleischer, PO Box 142, River 
John, NS BOK 1NO; 902-351-2219 (s) or 902- 
351-2473 (h);jen.fleisch@ns.sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND EASTERN ONTARIO 

Beaconsfield, Que., Briarwood; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. John Vissers, Presbyterian 
College, 3495 University, Montreal, QC 
H3A 2A8; 514-288-5256 extension 201; 
jvissers@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Gloucester (Ottawa), Ont., Gloucester Full-time 
minister; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Adrian 
Auret, PO Box 609, Manotick,ON K4M 1A6; 
613-692-4228; adrian.auret@rogers.com 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Barrie, Ont.; Essa Road; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Heather Malnick, c/o Living Faith Community 
Presbyterian Church, 206 Murphy Rd., 
Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 705-424-0779; 
livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Cambridge, Ont.; St. Andrew’s Galt; Minister 
of Word and Sacrament, Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Bill Bynum, c/o St. Andrew's 
Galt Presbyterian Church, 130 Victoria 
Ave., Cambridge, ON N1S 1Y2; 
knoxpreston@golden.net. 

Coldwater, Ont.; St. Andrew's; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Karen Horst, 200 
Maple St., Collingwood, ON L9Y 2R2; 
karenh@georgian.net. 

Englehart, St. Paul’s; Tomstown, Ont., Tomstown; 
St. Paul’s and Tomstown Pastoral Charge, 
approximately 10 km. from Tomstown; 
Full-time minister; Search Committee Chair 
Randy Ford, PO Box 737, Englehart, ON 
POJ 1HO; treeline@ntl.sympatico.ca. 

Markham, Ont., St. Andrew’; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Don Muir, 50 Wynford Dr., Toronto, ON 
M3C 1J7; 416-441-1111 or 1-800-619-7301 
ext. 223; dmuir@presbyterian.ca; 
www.standrews-markham.ca/search.htm. 

New Liskeard, Ont., St. Andrew's; Full-time 
minister, single-point charge; Search 
Committee, PO Box 908, New Liskeard, 

ON POJ 1P0; 705-647-8401; 
standrewsnl@parolink.net. 


Nobleton, Ont., St. Paul's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Chris Carter, 13190 Keele St., 

King City, ON L7B 12; 905-833-2325; 
cmcacarter@rogers.com. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Giles and South 
Monaghan and Centreville; Full-time 
minister for two-point charge; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Paul D. Johnston, 

22 Hillview Dr., Bobcaygeon, ON KOM 1A0; 
705-738-6424; knoxpres.paul@bellnet.ca. 

Peterborough, Ont., St. Stephen’s; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, c/o 
Knox College, 59 St. George St., Toronto, 
ON M68 2E6;s.macdonald@utoronto.ca. 

Scarborough, Ont., Clairlea Park; Half-time 
minister; Interim Moderators Robert and 
Priscilla Anderson, 174 Springdale Blvd., 
Toronto,ON MA4C 127; 416-469-5986; 
kimchiman21@hotmail.com. 

Scarborough, Ont., Westminster; Interim Mo- 
derator Rev. Ann Blane, 1300 Danforth Rd., 
Scarborough, ON M1J 1E8;416-267-7897. 

Schomberg, Ont., Emmanuel; looking for a 
half-time minister; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeremy Lowther; 905-857-2419; 
jlowther1845@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 
Binbrook, Knox and Carluke, St. Paul's; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Garfield G. Havemann, 

c/o Chedoke Presbyterian Church, 
865 Mohawk Rd.W., Hamilton, ON L9C 7B9; 
ghavemann@chedokechurch.ca. 

Brantford, Knox and Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Donald Young, 11 
White Oaks Ave., Brantford, ON N3R 5N8; 
greenbrier@bfree.on.ca. 

Fort Erie, St. Andrew’s-Knox; Search Committee 
Chair David Randall, 495 Niagara Blvd., 

Fort Erie, ON L2A 3H2; 1-888-665-6681; 
drandall@cogeco.ca. 

Hamilton, MacNab St.; Rev. Stephen Jenvey, 
c/o West Flamborough, 262 Middletown 
Rd., Dundas, ON L9H 5E2; 905-628-6675; 
minister_wfpc@bellnet.ca. 

London, St. Lawrence; Half-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Lynn Nichol, 783 Victoria 
St.,London,ON NSY 4C9; 519-434-2476; 
briarhill33@yahoo.ca. 

Mitchell, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Catherine Calkin, 3403 Perth Rd. 130,R.R. 2 
St. Pauls, ON NOK 1V0; 519-393-6395; 
calkin@quadro.net. 

Port Dover, Knox and Hagersville, St. Andrew's 


VACANCIES 


To announce your pulpit vacancy: 


vacancies @presbyterianrecord.ca; 


phone 1 800 619 7301 x308; fax 416 441 2823. 
Notices are $40 for one-time; $25 for four 
insertions or more, Deadline to have your notice 


added is six weeks prior to month; so, for Februa- 


ry 2009 the deadline will be December 15th, 2008. 


(two-point charge); Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kathy Morden, Knox Presbyterian Church, 
2058 Main St.N., Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0; 
519-587-2565; knoxchal@bellnet.ca. 


Simcoe, St. Paul's; Rev. Dr. Stan Cox, Interim Mo- 


derator c/o St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, 85 
Lot St., Simcoe, ON N3Y 184;519-426-1845; 
sppc@kwic.com; www.stpaulssimcoe.com. 


HELP US GROW IN CHRIST 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick 
$05-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: 
emccormick@canadads.com 


IS THIS YOU? 


"You have a passion to help us 
build a relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

*You are able to make the 
Word of God relevant. 
“You have a heart for missions. 


gia Btw ae ae en on 
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;Are you ready to help us ) 
/ become fishers of men, ~ 


women and children? 
< . ) 


PRESBYTERIAN 


CHURCH 
Wallaceburg, Ontario 


Is Seeking a Minister. 


Contact: Interim Moderator 
Rev. Mike Maroney, 
c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
60 Fifth St. Chatham, ON N7M 4V7 
519-352-2313 
maroney@firstchatham.org 
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VACANCIES 


Thornbury, St. Paul's; Rev. Ted Creen, 865 2nd Ave. 
West, Owen Sound,ON N4K 4M6;519-376- 
7886; ted.creen@standrewsowensound.org. 

Tiverton, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Susan 
Samuel, 345 Durham St., Kincardine, ON N2Z 
1Y6; 519-396-2311; ssamuel@bmts.com. 

Wallaceburg, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Mike 
Maroney, c/o First Presbyterian Church, 60 
Fifth St., Chatham, ON N7M 4V7;519-352- 
2313; maroney@firstchatham.org. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Brandon, Man. , First; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Paul Sakasov, 338 11th St.E., Brandon, 
MB R7A 5W7; 204-727-2385; 
paul@pcbrandon.com. 

Carberry, Man., Knox-Zion; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jean Bryden, 808 9th St. NW, Portage 
la Prairie, MB R1N 3L3; 204-857-4815; 
jbryden@mts.net. 

Flin Flon, Man., St. Andrew’; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 

Selkirk, Man., Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
James Ko, 309 Strathnayer Ave., Selkirk, 

MB R1A 0H5; 204-785-9834; 
pastorjames68@hotmail.com 

Thompson, Man., St. Andrew’s; Interim 
Moderator Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mts.net. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 

Saskatoon, St. Andrew’s; seeking Minister to 
be part of a team ministry; Rev. Sandy Scott, 
Interim Moderator, 60 12th St. East, Prince 
Albert, SK S6V 1B2; 306-764-4771; 
sandy.scott@sasktel.net; 
www.standrews-saskatoon.net. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Alta., Trinity; Interim Moderator Rev. 
David Vincent, 56 Scenic Rd. NW, Calgary, 

AB T3L 1B9; 403-547-7700; 
dave.barbvincent@shaw.ca. 

Edmonton, Alta., Callingwood Road; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Bob Calder, 6607 31st Ave., 
Edmonton, AB T6K 4B3; 780-462-2446; 
crpc2007@gmail.com. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
North Vancouver, St. Andrew’s and St. Ste- 
phen’s; Rev. Dr. Brian J. Fraser, Interim Mode- 
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rator, 1402-1327 East Keith Rd., 
North Vancouver, BC V7J 3T5; 
fraser@growingchurches.org. 

Slocan Valley, St. Andrew's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Gavin Robertson, c/o First Presbyterian 
Church, 1139 Pine Ave., Trail, BC V1R 4R2; 
250-364-0335; firstpc@telus.net. 

Vancouver, Kerrisdale; Co-Interim Moderators 
Revs. Joyce and Glen Davis, 6040 Iona Dr., 
Vancouver, BC V6T 2E8; 604-822-9807; 
gdavis@vst.edu. 

Victoria, St. Andrew's; Full-time assistant 
minister, three-year call; Convener Search 
Committee Colina Titus, c/o St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, 680 Courtenay St., 
Victoria, BC V8W 1C1; 250-384-5734; 
colina.titus@gmail.com. 


Obituaries 


BROWN, Lloyd, aged 87 and a long-time 
member and elder of First Presbyterian, 
Chatham, Ont. 


CARMICHAEL, Kenneth Duncan 
Hudspith, born in Verdun, Que. June 
24, 1910, and died in Pointe-Claire, 
Que. on March 11, 2008. He was the 
dearly beloved husband of the late 
Anne Currie Macdonald Carmichael; 
cherished father of Moira Anne Hayes 
(Rev. Stephen A.) of Quebec City, and 
Kenneth Macdonald Carmichael (Lynn) 
of Ottawa, Ont.; dearly loved grandfa- 
ther of Catherine Hayes Jackson (Rod) 
and Jonathan Hayes (Jane), and proud 
great-grandfather of Charlotte Hayes. 

A life-long member of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, he was ordained an elder 
in First Presbyterian, Verdun, in 1936 
and served as such in Moosejaw, Sask., 
Vernon and Nelson, B.C., St. Giles, 
Ottawa, and St. Columba-by-the-Lake, 
Pointe-Claire. The service of witness 
to the resurrection and thanksgiving 
for his life was conducted by Rev. Jan 
D. Fraser, minister of St. Columba-by- 
the-Lake. 


MACPHERSON, Flora. A service of cele- 
bration was held in remembrance at St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian, Cardigan, P.E.I., 
on April 8, 2008. She would be remem- 
bered by several women who were 


students at the Presbyterian Missionary 
and Deaconess Training School in 
Toronto during the 1950s and 1960s. 
There were two residences: one on St. 
George Street and the other on Prince 
Arthur Street. 

Flora was employed as housekeeper. 
Because of the family-style nature of 
the houses, there was a considerable 
amount of mingling of students and 
staff in hallways, stairways, dining hall 
and so forth, and Flora became well- 
known to the residents. She referred to 
the students as “the girls.” She was by 
nature fun-loving, supportive and hard- 
working. Flora eventually moved to a 
new job in the WMS offices where she 
had bookkeeping responsibilities and 
other office work in connection with 
the Glad Tidings. 

Following her retirement, she 
returned to her home province, Prince 
Edward Island, where her sister, Cath- 
erine Smith (Kay) resides. In Flora’s 
very late years and because of dimin- 
ishing health she moved to a full-time 
care facility where she died just 10 days 
prior to her 92nd birthday. A tribute was 
prepared by her cousin Roberta (Shaw) 
Pocklington and was read at the service 
by another cousin, Adele Webster. In 
it, Flora was described as a person with 
deep faith who lived it fully; who was 
kind and gentle, blessed with a great 
sense of humour and a contagious laugh. 
Although Flora was a quiet person, she 
is one who will be well-remembered by 
her family and friends. 


SAMS, Major, Rev. Peter Lyle, C.D. B.A., 
died on May 12, 2008, at Almonte, 
Ont. He graduated from Knox College 
and was ordained in 1953 in Timmins, 
Ont. Assistant to Dr. Ian Burnett at St. 
Andrew’s, Ottawa, Ont. Asked by Col. 
F. Goforth to be a chaplain, Lyle served 
in Shilo, Egypt, Kingston, Petawawa, 
Valcartier, Chatham, N.B. and London, 
Ont. Retiring from the military in 1979, 
Lyle was then called to St. Andrew’s, 
Quebec City, where he ministered for 
over 11 years. 

He is greatly missed by his wife 
Margaret and his family: Findlay, 
Andrew, May, Katharine, Matthew 
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and four grandchildren. A memorial 
service was held at Almonte Presbyte- 
rian, conducted by Col. David Kettle, 
Rev. Dr. Stephen Hayes and Rev. James 
Ferrier. 


SMITH, Rev. Howard Donald, of 
Morrisburg, Ont., aged 84, died 
peacefully, surrounded by his loving 
family, following a courageous battle 
with cancer on May 28, 2008, at the 
Winchester District Memorial Hospital, 
Winchester, Ont. 

Howard was born and raised in 
Toronto. He served in the Air Force 
from 1943-45. He entered teachers’ 
college and after graduation taught 
school in Port Dover, Ont., and Toronto 
from 1946-50. He then changed career 
paths as he felt the call of God to the 
ministry. He studied at Toronto Bible 
College, the University of Waterloo 
and Knox College and was ordained 
to the ministry in the Presbyterian 
Church on May 28, 1958. He minis- 
tered in congregations in Jarvis, Ont., 
Burlington, Ont., Ormstown, Que., 
Norval, Ont., Winchester, Ont. and 
Timmins, Ont. Howard passed away on 
the SOth anniversary of his ordination 
to the ministry. 

Howard is survived by his wife 
Isabel of 51 years and children 
Stephen of Barrie, Ont., Paul (Susan) 
of Winchester, Ont., Susan (Neil) Kittle 
of Winchester and Mark of Vancouver, 
B.C., as well as five cherished grand- 
daughters: Melissa, Megan, Dana, 
Leah Ann and Julia. He was prede- 
ceased by his son Peter in 1974. 

Howard was a man who walked the 
talk when it came to living the Chris- 
tian life. He was a pastor who lived 
what he preached and his life was fully 
dedicated to the Lord. He touched 
many lives for the Lord and will long 
be remembered for his humble and 
gentle spirit, his warm and tender heart 
and his dedication to God, his family 
and the people he served. 


WALTON, LOIS, faithful member and 
dedicated elder of Knox Presbyterian 
Church, Dundas, Ont. died on Saturday, 
May 17, 2008. A kind, caring lady. @ 


The gifts you plan for today can leave a 
lasting legacy for future generations and help 
shape the kind of church your children and 
grandchildren will inherit: 


A bequest can help ensure that your 
congregation will have a vital youth 


ministry for generations to come, 


A gift of stock can provide bursaries for 
ministers who will serve the church of 


tomorrow, 


A gift annuity can offer life-changing 
mission experiences for future leaders 


of both church and nation, 


A life insurance policy can provide 
emergency relief for victims of disasters 


that haven’t even happened yet. 


The future is in your hands! 


For more information 
on how your gifts can help shape the future contact: 


The Planned Giving Office 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 
1-800-619-7301 
www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving 


Planting reeds of hope. For generations to come. 
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KIDS PAGE 


FIND AND COLOUR 
Look and find Christmas: 14 stars, 4 bells, 
3 angels, 12 bows, 5 candy canes, 2 Joy, 


2 trees. Can you find candles? ... baby 


Jesus? ... camels? Keep on colouring 
OT) CT and soon Christmas will be here. 
HS 


CREATED BY JENNIFER O’FARRELL 


May the God of love fill us 
with joy and peace in our waiting, 
We pray by the power of your hope 


brought to the world in the baby Jesus. 


Lead us as we love and serve 


in Christ's name, Amen. 


Things to do while you are waiting for Christmas: 
Sing your favourite Christmas carols. Name five things for which you are thankful. 
Read the gospel birth stories aloud. Give praise to God for this joyous season. 
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For the Journey, continued from page 50 


wool mackinaw, jammed my cowboy 
hat on my head and rushed out the 
door. I was on my way to house church 
at Canim Lake. 

Late that night found me on the 
road going the other direction. What 
with the snow, ice, and moose on 
the road, the trip was slow, which 
compelled me to take a couple of 


FOR THE 
JOURNEY 


and their following, and the Temple 
cult and their following. People were 
buying and selling and partying and 
eating and over-consuming. And 
other camps of people were impov- 
erished and oppressed and their lives 
were extremely consumed with the 
busy struggle just to survive. Others, 
a much smaller group, were hiding 


The birth of Jesus is the one right ingredient 

for making a good Christmas. Throw in a little 

worship to kick it up a notch, and as far as 1am 
= concerned you have made a perfect Christmas! 


hours to do some thinking. Christmas 
was on my mind. It’s such a busy 
season and | was muttering to myself 
about all the goings-on I had to get 
going-on. That’s when I realized 
that for me, a good Christmas is like 
pea soup. For me, a good Christmas 
is one where all the usual rich and 
complex stuff is left out and the one 
right ingredient is used. As far as | 
am concerned, you can leave out all 
the wonderful presents and gourmet 
meals and lavish parties and family 
gatherings and bustling stores and 
Christmas jingles and (dare I say it) 
church socials and concerts. For me, 
Christmas usually surprises me each 
year on Christmas Eve as I read the 
Christmas story about the birth of 
Jesus. The birth of Jesus is the one 
right ingredient for making a good 
Christmas. Throw in a little worship 
to kick it up a notch, and as far as 
I am concerned you have made a 
perfect Christmas! 

My pea soup philosophy about 
Christmas was heavy on my mind 
when it suddenly struck me as I drove, 
that the original Christmas story is 
like good pea soup too. Biblical and 
historical studies reveal that the first 
Christmas happened in the midst of 
a world and society that was filled 
with many ingredients. There were 
the complexities of the extravagant 
goings-on of Herod the Great and his 
following, the Roman occupying forces 


out in the desert with hectic resolve 
to ignore the whole damned busy 
thing. And into the midst of all the 
business of lavish consumption and 
the struggle to eke out an existence 
and the hectic resolve to maintain a 
desert spiritual superiority, one single, 
simple thing happened: A very young 
woman and her husband, homeless 
in a strange village, birthed a son in a 
delivery room with a sheep dung floor 
and a feeding trough nursery. That one 
single simple thing was the sole ingre- 
dient that made the first Christmas. 
Hallelujah! 

Its strikes me that Christmas is, 
and always has been, about para- 
doxical juxtapositions. Paradoxical 
juxtapositions serve to amplify. It’s 
like two versions of pea soup placed 
side by side, with one version’s 
simple succulent superiority ampli- 
fied by the other version’s complex, 
corpulent coarseness. Maybe it’s a 
good thing that Christmas happens 
each year in the midst of all the busy 
consumptive rush, on just about 
every level, much of it smacking of 
religiosity. Suddenly placed right 
beside all of this, a wee babe is born 
in waxy nakedness and God says: 
“This is my Son, whom I love. Listen 
to him!” (Mark 9:7) g 


Rev. David Webber is a contributing editor 
to the Record. He is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL 


INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


For tailored insurance coverages, 
dedicated risk management expertise, 
and empathetic claims response, you 
can count on Ecclesiastical Insurance. 
We seek to advise and protect those 
who enrich the lives of others. That is 

why Ecclesiastical is the first-choice 
specialist insurer for faith and 
retirement communities, education 
facilities, registered charities 
and unique properties. 


Ecclesiastical - the ethical alternative. 


Contact your broker, or one of 
our regional offices, or visit our 
website at www.ecclesiastical.ca 


Atlantic Regional Branch 
902 492 4548 


Central Regional Branch 
416 484 4555 


National Programs Branch 
416 484 4555 


Western Regional Branch 
403 538 0175 


Pacific Regional Branch 
604 605 1111 
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BOR SIE 


LINDSAY, ST. MATTHEW’S, INGLESIDE, ONT. 


A Good Christmas 
is like Pea Soup 


It’s all about the right ingredient. BY DAVID WEBBER 


4 rf ow come you're eating 
two bowls?” Linda 
scowled at me over the 


top of her half-reading glasses. “You 
don’t usually eat even one full bowl of 
my pea soup.” 

“’Cause you made it different,” I 
burped and finished my second bowl. 
“What did you put in it this time? It’s 
delicious!” 

“Well, usually I use yellow peas and 
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add all kinds of stuff like onions, carrots, 
meat and stock from a ham bone, and 
several other secret ingredients known 
only to pea soup sorcerers like me,” 
Linda said. “This time all I used was 
dried green peas and a few red pepper 
flakes to kick it up a notch.” (Linda 
likes to watch Emeril Live on TV). 
“That’s all, huh?” IT slid back my 
chair to make for thirds. “It tastes just 
like what Grandma used to make.” 


Linda sighed. The Grandma 
comparison she has learned to live 
with, but she has never liked it much. 
“Go figure!” she said. “I put all that rich 
and wonderful stuff in my usual pea 
soup and you don’t like it. I use just 
one plain ingredient and you love it.” 

“Yeah, but it’s the one right ingre- 
dient,” I said. I slurped down the last 
of my third bowl of soup, grabbed my 

continued on page 49 


www.presbyterianrecord.ca 


We are all familiar with the weekly offering. You choose where your money is used such as your church's annual 
budget or building fund. Through your offering you may also support national church programs such as Presbyterian 
World Service and Development or Presbyterians Sharing. You probably also make contributions to special appeals 
— such as disaster relief - throughout the year. 


But what happens when you die? 


Now, it’s easier than ever to leave a lasting legacy to your church. 


Thanks to EssentiaLife insurance, a modest annual premium allows you to contribute a substantial gift upon your death — 
without reducing the size of your estate or entangling your larger estate planning, You can leave a legacy later and enjoy 
peace of mind and tax savings today. There is no medical required and you can buy up to $25,000 coverage. 


From an insurance company built on Christian values 


Best of all, this coverage is offered by Canada's leading, not-for-profit Christian insurance and investment 
organization. FaithLife Financial customers are actually ‘members’ of the organization, and profits flow back to the 
causes they care about in the Christian community, In fact over the past 20 years, FaithLife Financial has had a 
charitable impact of over $20,000,000. 

Make your commitment today 


Many people have discovered the joy of planned giving as a way of being responsible stewards of the blessings God 
has entrusted to them. Why not call, write or go online to find out more. 


Canada’s leading not-for-profit Christian 
insurance and investment organization. 


@ ® FaithLife 


LIFE INSURANCE | INVESTMENTS | UNIQUE MEMBER BENEFITS 
Leet ; F | N A N Cc I A L 
www.faithlifefinancial.ca 1-800-563-6237 FaithLife Financi AG TE ye 
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